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I

just realized the other day that it
has now been ten years since I was
shanghaied into being the editor
of this publication. (Oh, Kim Tonry,
my revenge will be very sweet one of
these days…) Of course, if it weren’t for
Charles de Bourbon as my Art Director, you would be reading something
that was taped together and then copied on a copy machine, so to me, most
of the thanks go to him.
However, I worry that we might
not be delivering what you want to
read. I’m always open to your feedback. I know there is no way that I can
deliver the perfect package for some
people without turning off others in
the process. Instead, I try to balance
the magazine as much as possible so
that those who want technical articles
get something, those who want more
on this history get something, those
who like to read about the adventures
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of our members get something, and
those that like to customize or increase
the performance of their MG get
something over the course of a year. I
also try to incorporate items from our
sub-registers to keep them engaged
and included while realizing that the
majority of members are MGB owners. At times, I feel like a juggler, but
it keeps things interesting, for me at
least.
I do want to say that if you want to
see more of a particular type of article,
please let me know and please send me
your articles. I can work with you to
polish them up or expand them if you
need it, but I don’t always get the types
of articles I need for there to be a good
mix so your help is important.
Hopefully, you feel like this magazine is worth your time to read and
is a worthy part of your membership
benefits.

Back:

Dale Schiller’s beautiful MGB, this years runner up!

John Mangles

The MG Driver • March / April 2015

5

Chairman’s Chat

S

Alan Magnuson
Chairman
NAMGBR

pring officially arrives March
20th. I know Laura and I are
hoping for warm weather so we
can exercise the MGs which are snugly
parked in the garage. I hope your 2015
MG and British automotive event calendar is filling up with events. There
are many events occurring in our
North American MGB Register and our
Chapters across the continent. While
you are planning your 2015 activities, please reach out to our fellow MG
friends in North American Registers
including NAMMMR, NEMGTR, and
NAMGAR to join in their events.
NAMGBR’s premier summer event
is MG2015, The MaGic in Niagara Falls,
which will be held June 8-12 on the
Canada side of the border in Ontario.
We encourage you to use the online
registration for MG 2015 events and
dinners. Please call for your hotel
reservation. The MG Car Club of Toronto organizing committee and your
NAMGBR board are excited to visit
with you in Niagara Falls
— MG2015.com.
The North American MGA Register’s principal summer event, GT-40,
is planned for June 15 – 19, 2015, in
Frankenmuth, Michigan. The Michigan Rowdies will be the host club for
this event. Frankenmuth is known as
Michigan’s Little Bavaria and takes
great pride in preserving its German
heritage. GT-40 will also celebrate the
60th anniversary of the introduction
of the MGA 1500. Online registration
for the event is now open
— gt40.namgar.com.
The N.A. MMM Register, nammmr.org, and the N.E. MG T Register,
nemgtr.org, (see their event calendar)
6
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are hosting GOF Central 2015, Gathering of the Faithful, in Carmel, Indiana
July 15 – 18. There are already 100 registrants, including folks from 16 states,
Canada, and Australia.
— gofcentral.com.
TC 0252, the first production TC
(0251 was a proto-type), currently
located in New York will be there.
Indianapolis Motor Speedway (for our
time on the track) has been confirmed
for Thursday July 16th! The North
American MMM register is making
this event the key 2015 MMM activity
for their group, so there will be a bevy
of significant pre WWII MGs at the
GOF.
Other exciting GOF Central
news...Mike Sherrell, author of “TCs
Forever” will be a guest at GOF Central
2015! Mike’s book, TCs Forever, is considered the most important written
reference and history of the 1945-49
MG TC sports car. A lifelong resident
of Perth in Western Australia, Mike is
one of the key authorities on the MG
TC and early MG models. His love of
and involvement with TCs extends
back to 1959 when he acquired his
famous TC9491.
Also look out for GOF South occurring April 17-19 in Howey-in-the-Hills,
Florida. Contact jjs852@aol.com for
more info and GOF West June 15-19 in
Rohnert Park, California, see.
— gofwest.com for details.
Looking forward to visiting with
you at MG 2015 and at other North
American events this year!
See you in Niagara Falls!
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Vice Chairman

Secretary’s Report
Jeff Taylor
Vice Chairman
NAMGBR

W

elcome to spring fellow
NAMGBR members. When
I attended my local club’s
January meeting to plan our 2015
events, we also celebrated the election of officers. While we did not have
many changes, we made sure to go to
www.namgbr.org to update our club’s
affiliation.
It is important to keep NAMGBR
informed regarding current club
officers, club websites, newsletters,
etc. And by keeping eight (8) paid

8

NAMGBR members your club will
remain eligible for our general liability
insurance and remain a voting member in all NAMGBR issues.
With our great new web site it’s
easy. When you go to the NAMGBR
website, move your mouse over the
resource tab then click on Join/Renew
tab. Completing the online form takes
only a few minutes then you are done.
Thanks for your help and have a
great 2015 driving season
With regards & Safety Fast
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Jeff

Bruce Wyckoff
Secretary
NAMGBR

A

s we start the March/April issue of The MG Driver, we would like to welcome
the following new members to the North American MGB Register. We
closed 2014 on a strong note with a number of members getting on board
before closing out the year. The Spring driving season is starting, so finish up
those Winter projects, put some air in those tires and get that MG on the road.

Alex Haugland
Eugene, OR
Jeffrey Frengel
Rockville, MD
John Wheeler
Newark, OH
Don Madsen 	
Bend, OR
Terry Coulson
Stouffville, ON Canada
Ian Macnab  	
Haliburton, ON Canada
Peter Batt  	
Scarborough, ON Can.
John Upperco
Orlando, FL
John Roulston
Brighton, ON Canada
Jack Wheeler    	 West End, NC
Rick DeBonville   	 Brooksville, FL
Harold Colwell       	 Huntsville, AL
Dave Hughes    	
Bowmanville, ON Can.
Ed Friedlein   	
Welland, ON Canada
Billy Garner  	
Walalua, HI
Clay Lentz       	
Conway, AR
Thomas Battles    	 Leeds, AL
Elisabeth Crittenden   Pittsburgh, PA
Peter Gulash         	 Reno, NV

Robert Belanger    	 Jensen Beach, FL
Barrie Weiner        	 Vancouver, BC Canada
James Heaton      	 Valencia, CA
Burnell Stuchell   	 Lewiston, NY
Scott Costanzo     	 Dublin, OH
Stewart Wicht       	 New York, NY
Robert Ficalora     	 Cypress, TX
Rich Magna           	 Guilford, CT
Beverly Williams  	 Scarborough, ON Can.
Steve Simpson   	 Carmel, IN
Ken Bickerton    	 Thornbury, ON Canada
Clayton Kimberley Niagara Falls, ON Can.
Joseph Rushing  	 Duluth, GA
Andrew McCue  	 Chelsea, QC Canada
Sara Bernhardt   	 Grand Forks, ND
Albert Froggett   	 Burlington, ON Can.
Fred Huggett      	 Toronto, ON Canada
William Taney
Harvard, IL
Joseph Rizzo     	 Alexandria, VA
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From the Treasurer

MGC Registrar

M

G 2015 is coming
up fast, just three
months away. Registration is open as well as hotel reservations. The event schedule has many
activities available, I’m sure you’ll see
some of interest. Don’t put off those
MGC maintenance items to get your
car ready for the big trip. Make note
that there again will be separate MGC
Roadster and MGC/GT classes at the
show. Peter has reserved MGC seminar rooms for Tuesday and Thursday
mornings at the host hotel. The Thursday seminar will be on the MGC brake
system presented by Allen Vinegar.
Don’t forget your Passport as it will be
needed for crossing the border. MG
2015 will be located in Niagara Falls
Ontario, Canada. MG2015.com.
Checking out the Events Calendar
in the back of this issue it looks like
a great year ahead and I hope you’re
making plans for your favorite events.
Contact me with your ideas,
suggestions, and what you expect or
want from your North American MGC
Register.Articles and pictures for The
MG Driver are always welcome about
you and your MGC at MGCRegistrar@
gmail.com

Dave Mullen
Treasurer
NAMGBR

NAMGBR Income & Expense Report
10/01/2013 – 09/30/2014
Income
Dues – Domestic & Overseas                            	
$52,130.50
Conventions                                                           	
7,764.65
Miscellaneous                                                                             1,367.45
Regalia sales                                                                                 3,831.74
Ad Sponsorship                                                                          4,749.97
                                                                                  TOTAL    $69,844.31
Expenses
Advertising & Promotion                                                   $9,158.43
Bank Fees & Charges                                                               2,721.73
Insurance                                                                                     1,528.00
Awards                                                                                               893.06
Driver & MAD Print & Postage                                    38,011.27
Regalia                                                                                            9,597.32
Office & Supplies                                                                       4,177.31
Professional Fees & Taxes                                                      3,817.74
Telephone                                                                                    1,821.66
Travel                                                                                              1,960.71
                                                                                    TOTAL    $73,687.23

Product Review:
A Stop to Oil Leaks

Net Operating Income/Loss                                             ($-3,842.92)
Chase Bank Balance – 09/30/2014                             $56,629.08       

10
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Dave

Let’s face it; MGs are
the butt of many jokes in the
automotive industry. One
of the more profound jokes
center around how much oil
they leak. This reputation
has even been promoted at
some car shows which have
Oil Spot contests.
Last year while preparing my MGC/GT for some
long distance touring, my
list included taking care of
the engine and transmission
oil leaks; there were many. After a little
investigation I learned of a product

John Rogers
MGC Registrar
NAMGBR
that the professionals use to make
their gaskets leak proof. This product
is used by both my local Toyota and
Honda service departments. The product is made by Permatex and is called
“Anaerobic Gasket Maker” and comes
in a sealed tube. I purchased it from
my local NAPA dealer, but other auto
parts stores should have it in stock. It’s
used on a verity of gasket types including cork, paper, and rubber.
My worst oil leak was the transmission overdrive cover plate where
the filter is located. Using a new gasket
I coated both sides with the sealer
spreading it out to a thin coat with an
applicator, (my finger in this case, with
a glove covering it). I then installed the
cover making sure not to overtighten
the small bolts. My test drive was over
4500 miles to MG 2014 last June. The
results after using this product have
been excellent. My MGC hasn’t leaked
any fluids in the last 8000 miles from
the engine or transmission.
The key word is Anaerobic which is defined
as “living in the absence
of air or oxygen.” A simple
translation in this application means it stays in the
form that it is applied in and
doesn’t harden. It’s solvent
resistant and will not decay.
Not many products perform
as well as expected but this
one certainly has for me and
I’m sure it will for you on
your MG’s gaskets.
Warning: The use of
Permatex “Anaerobic Gasket
Maker” will eliminate your
chance of winning any
upcoming Oil Spot contest.
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1974½ MGB Registrar

1500 Midget Registrar

T

o be original or not, that is the
question. I think Shakespeare
said it first. Most of us realize that
the cars selling for gigantic amounts
at auction are restored to exactly as
original only to a much higher quality. Those of us who never plan to sell
our cars and who enjoy driving them
often succumb to the temptation to
“improve” our cars with a few modern
technology items. I had never thought
of my Midget as a concourse winning
original. But then I looked at some factory photos and noticed my car does
look very close to stock.
Of course I have made changes.
When I bought it both A-posts were
deeply creased because the door
check straps had long since failed. I
chose to make my own out of some
old nylon webbing I found lying
around the garage. Originals failed in
first decade of life; replacements are
well into their third decade and look
new. Next came bigger tires because
what I had left over from some previous car were a couple sizes bigger. I
also painted the rusty Rostyle wheels
rattle can silver. You didn’t need to
be a concourse judge to spot those
changes. Eventually I went with lower
profile tires to get wider tread but
keep diameter the same and make
speedo correct again. And eventually
I painstakingly repainted the Rostyle wheels. Next, the exhaust – the
original looked restrictive and besides
it was rusting away. My parts car
had an ugly homemade straight pipe
with only a small glass pack muffler.
I thought the sound was much better. Others were entitled to their own
opinions…
Fast forward a few years and I
hacked away a bit of the under floor
support to make room for the Spitfire overdrive but nobody needs to
know that is there since I used the
existing switch on the wiper lever to
activate it. Best upgrade ever! Then
12

Steve Olsen
Midget Registrar
NAMGBR
next came time for another engine
overhaul. And since an overbore was
needed and of course that won’t show,
why not go ,060 over and why not
add lots of compression and a hotter
cam. And since I was deleting the
air pump and associated hardware
anyway, why not source twin SUs and
manifold from the UK where Midgets
were never subjected to performance
restricting single Zenith carbs? But visually I was just bringing the engine
up to UK specs so that would almost
qualify as original right?
Next time I had some money to
invest I bought a set of alloy wheels
but even they are made to resemble
those available as aftermarket when
the car was new. They look period
correct even if they aren’t. And while
I was changing wheels I swapped
the huge original steering wheel for
a much smaller diameter one but it
looks like the original and uses the
original hub and horn push.
Since we drive long distances on
Interstates I added cruise control but
that hardly shows and could easily
be removed. I am not sure I could live
without it now that I have it. And one
other subtle upgrade was replacing
the worn top (bonnet) with one that
has a zip out rear window. Unless I
have it opened, even a sharp judge
might not notice.
So my Midget looks pretty original at first glance. It may not have
any of the original air in the tires
but it still has some of the original
tunes in the radio. It might still get a
respectable score in concourse competition, but I don’t expect to find that
out any time soon.
Steve
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Dennis Taylor
1974½ Registrar
NAMGBR

Score one for the Rubber Bumper MG!

W

e late
model MG
owners
have taken a lot of
flack over the years
from our pre-74.5
owning brethren
about how the
marque was ruined
when Abingdon
submitted to the
US Federal Regulators and brought
our rubber bumper
cars to market.
Never mind the
marque would
Rubber bumper MGB with ascetically serious damage.
have died six years
earlier than it evenParkway and surrounding environs
tually did in the US, and consequently, over three days, my 74 1/2 came under
that many fewer individuals would
attack from a purist chrome bumper
have caught the LBC bug.
car. Seems the driver didn’t see me
Some of us actually think the
stop after thinking I was leaving a stop
rubber bumper cars look fine, and
sign. The impact was probably only in
once sorted properly, give every bit as
the 5MPH range, however it sounded
good of service as their “purer” older
much worse. We pulled over to the side
brothers or sisters. My 74 1/2 GT runs
to survey the damage. His bumper,
along fine with the earlier Bs from
bumper overrider, grille, right signal
our club, owing to the fact it has been
light, fender, and front valance were
lowered some and the engine makes a
all damaged and will require profeslittle more HP than it did from the facsional repair, to the tune of $4100. My
tory. Seems some power robbing parts
74.5 has a small scratch, hardly noticerequired originally have fallen off over
able, on the rubber bumper and will
the years, but it is the rubber bumpers
require no remediation.
that really set it, and its detractors, off.
The rubber bumper performed exWell the attached pictures tell a little
actly as it was intended. So take heart
different story.
RB owners. The next time someone
While on the North Carolina MG
spouts off about how the RBs ruined
Car Club’s annual Mountain Tour, a
the MG; remember it’s true; it’s just
650 mile jaunt out to the Blue Ridge
not the RBs that get ruined… Dennis
The MG Driver • March / April 2015
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MGB Registrar
Jack Long
MGB Registrar
NAMGBR

A

lthough the Polar Vertex has
descended once again and much
of the US is in a deep freeze as
I write this, it will not be very long
before the road salt has been washed
away, the trees are in bud and we will
want to hit the road. Make good use of
this time to get your MG ready for the
driving season, and plan on attending the MG 2015 NAMGBR Convention
from June 8-12 in beautiful Niagara
Falls, Ontario.
I recently had the chance to
attend my first NAMGBR Annual
General Meeting, held at the Americana Resort and Spa which will be the
host hotel for this event. I can say from
firsthand experience that the venue
for this year’s Convention is an excellent choice, located within a few minutes of all the Niagara Falls attractions,
but in a location where easy parking
is readily available, traffic is sane, and
with very reasonable prices for a resort
area in prime time. The Americana is
just a short circulator bus ride from the
falls and downtown area.
I can also say, having visited the
car show venue in Balls Falls, that it
will be a spectacular setting where our
cars will be displayed in a stunning
environment with waterfalls and rock
gorges for a backdrop after a scenic
drive through wine country to get
there. Bring your camera – this will
be a great photo-op location. The MG
Car Club of Toronto has a lot of great
events planned, and I am really looking forward to seeing you there. Check
your passports to make sure they are
current, and register now.

14
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New MGB Registrations since
my last article include:

Vic Papp 	
Stratford, CT 1974 1/2 MGB
David Kercheval Indianapolis IN 1973 MGB
Quentin Sager
Homasassa FL 1964 MGB, 		
		
1977 MGB
Barry Miller   	
St. Johns, NL  	 1974 1/2 MGB
Rick DeBonville Brooksville, FL 1978 MGB,
1971 MGB & 1974 MGB
Steve Martens
Willmar MN 	 1980 MGB
Steven Gorr
Westchester IL 1978 MGB,
			1973 MGB GT
John Shook
Colorado Springs CO 1979 MGB
Beryl Passmore Ketchum, ID
1967 MGB
Dean Hickenlooper   Darien IL   	
1979 MGB
Jan Wittkopf 	
Appleton WI 	 1978 MGB
Willie Wittkopf
James Knaup   	
Ryan Peery  	
Grant Legare    	
David Pittman   	
Frank Bulkley   	

still sporting its original paint

Appleton WI   	 1978 MGB
Hillsboro Beach, FL 1973 MGB
Oklahoma City OK 1979 MGB
Stonington CT 	 1975 MGB
Mercerville NJ 1978 MGB
Reno NV 	
1965 MGB,

Pull-handle subregister member

Andrew Ackerman   St. Louis MO 	 1979 MGB
James Sweeney   	 Fonthill, ON   	 1973 MGB
		
1995 MGF,

(I am becoming very envious of our Canadian
friends who can legally import MGFs while we
in the USA must wait).

T. V. Weaver             Leeds AL 	

1979 MGB,

Wesley Seideman       Boise ID  	

1963 MGB,

With only 10,090 original miles (I bet it still
has British air in the tires)
Pull-handle sub-register member and Hammer
& Tongs sub-register.
Based on the VIN, this is the 4,068th MGB
ever built, in December 1962.
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Ken’s Korner
Article and images
provided by Ken Smith
(Barbie & Ken)

H

ope you all had a good holiday
season and are looking forward
to a new year of great events.
Thanks to all who sent me messages
for the New Year and if I did not send
you a greeting, then maybe next year!
The LE Register lost one or two
good ones this past year. Apart from
Don Peery 504287, whose family
inherited his LEs, we also said good
bye to Vern Close in Phoenix, Arizona,
521335, and a great friend of mine in
England, Peter Croft, who probably
owned the only “genuine” US Spec.
LE, 498908, in the UK, and who sadly
passed away on New Year’s Day. His
widow Heather has promised to carry
on showing the LE at local events.
Pete used to love the copies of The MG
Driver I sent him from time to time,
especially the tech issues.
Personally, I lost my own “Limited’ which now lives in South Carolina
under the stewardship of Ron Jarosz
who tells me that he loves the car and
the way it drives! Ron says the MG has
made a believer out of him regarding
the Zenith-Stromberg carb and that
the car is so easy to
start and is like the
Energizer Bunny in
wanting to run and
run on the narrow
South Carolina
roads. Ron says the
LE must think it is
back on the Abingdon test track! Ron
also wanted to know
why the valve cover
on my old LE is blue
and I have to admit

16
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I have no idea. It was like that when I
bought it from Ron Tugwell. If anyone
out there can shed any light on this,
then, please let us know.
I also heard from Don Hayter who
has now purchased an MG3 to replace
his MGB, which he sold some time
ago. He says he’ll let me know what he
thinks of the replacement for the V8
MGB in due course! My friend in Holland Rob de Joode sent me birthday
greetings in the form of a shot of his
three Limited Editions.
As I write this, we’ve finally got
some rain in drought stricken California and we are most grateful for this. I
also hope that those members on the
East Coast get some top down weather,
after all the cold and snow they’ve
suffered this winter! Finally, I’d just
like to mark the passing of my favorite
repair and service shop, Clark Motors
of Santa Barbara, who looked after my
MGB while I was stricken with illness
and out of action. Thanks Clark Volmar – happy retirement!
That’s it for now folks, until next
time, Happy Motoring!
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ity and not to be compared with cheaper
alternatives available on the market. It
replaces bronze thrust washer in the top
trunnion. Complete car set MG MGB
(1962-80) • MGC (1967-69)

Letters to the Editor
you for all the help over this last year and
you should all share this award with me.
I’m sorry I didn’t get the opportunity to
receive it at the AGM, and again, am
honored to receiving this award.
		
—John Rogers
Well deserved John!

Hi,

A couple of years ago I bought a 1978
MGB roadster, locally, here in Hobart
Tasmania. It was previously a left hand
drive USA vehicle, which had been bought
by a firm in Launceston Tasmania, which
specialised in buying up American MGBs
and importing them. They were then
stripped down completely and rebuilt.
My car is a beautiful Pageant Blue
in colour, and the chassis number is
GHN5UL4771576, and the engine number is 18V890EL7360. I was wondering
if by any chance you might have any
record of that in your register as I would
like to find out anything of its previous
history. Many thanks for any help you can
provide.
Cheers for now,
—Greg Baxter
seal.baxter@bigpond.com
For those of you who don’t know,
Australia has very strict laws for
imported vehicles. To be driven on
the road, all cars must be converted
to right hand drive if they were not
built that way.
Hello Executive Board:
I am honored and surprised to receive
the “Enthusiast of the Year Award” and
thank you all for the consideration for this
award. You have worked hard with me
sharing your experience and guiding me
in the right direction. The enthusiasm for
NAMGBR transfers to the membership
through its leadership which all of you
provide. It certainly has for me. Thank
18

NAMGBR,
I just wanted to say thanks very much
for the 2014 Good Samaritan Award. It
was a big surprise. I have been the recipient of help from fellow MG’ers in the past
and I simply was “paying it forward”...
MG truly is the marque of friendship.
Thanks again to the Executive Board for
this honor. Sincerely, —Bob Bentzinger
MG Club of St. Louis
For those who don’t know Bob Bentzinger, you’ll never meet a nicer guy,
so get to know him the next time you
see him at a convention!

I need these so I’m really hoping
someone puts together an article on
how to do this so I can follow along
for my car!

team drivers Paddy Hopkirk and Andrew
Hedges, and Sebring ’69 with BMC team
drivers Jerry Truitt and Logan Blackburn.
The ‘Herrington MGB’ was a BMC USA
Works car built at Leonia NJ as a ‘practice’ car for Hopkirk and Hedges at Sebring
’67, and was then ‘gifted’ to Herrington
Motors in appreciation for their work with
BMC USA. That car was also a Sebring
reserve entry in ’69, and ran in 1970.
The Watkins Glen event was the first
time these cars had been re-united since
Sebring. Regards,
—Ralph Zbarsky
Thanks Ralph for sharing – I wish I
could have been there to see that!
Robert,
The current issue of Investor’s Business Daily has an article on MG creator
designer Cecil Kimber. Feel free to add the
link to your website, if you choose. Access
is free and open for a few days. http://
news.investors.com/management-leadersin-success/090514-716197-cecil-kimberdesigned-mg-roadster.htm?p=full

Hi Jack,
Good article on the Watkins Glen
Vintage Races in The MG Driver. My son
and I dragged our two race cars all the way
from Vancouver BC for that event, which
was the 2014 Focus Event for the MG
Vintage Racers. Our BMC UK Works car,
‘LBL591E’, was indeed the BMC factory
entry for Sebring ’67, and was also the
BMC factory entry for Sebring ’68 and
’69, and the Targa Florio ’68. Here are 2
period photos, the Targa Florio with BMC
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Dear Editor,
This amazing little invention replaces the
bronze thrust washers in the top trunnions to reduce friction and give an almost
power steering feel to your car without any
major alterations to your vehicle. It makes
the heavy maneuvering of your classic a
thing of the past. These are very high qual-

Hello Robert,
While reading the Jan/Feb issue of
The MG Driver, I came across a small
mistake in the Ken’s Korner article. Albeit
minor it should be pointed out whereas,
Ken states the Elton John (Reginald
Dwight) song entitled “Your Song” was
top of the charts in 1979 this is in fact
incorrect. “Your Song” charted in early
1971 after a release in late October of
1970. The highest position the song made
it to was #7 on the UK charts and # 8 on
the US charts. Rod Stewart also had a
minor hit with the same song but not until
1992 when is rose to a high of #41 in the
UK and # 48 in the US. I felt this needed to
be clarified because some of us old hippies
are just as rabid about our musical history
as we are in the love of our old MGs.
See you all in Niagara Falls!
 	
Respectfully, —Allan Watson
I wonder Ken meant “A Song for
Guy” or “Return to Paradise”? Both
were released around that time and
“A Song for Guy” was very popular in
the UK. At least according to Wikipedia since I’m pretty dumb on music
history.
Robert,
I have one year left on my membership. If I don’t see less emphasis on
modifying M.G.s and more information
on actual “restoration” to original specifications in The MG Driver, I won’t be
renewing my membership. I believe these
cars are classics and deserve to be kept
original as an historic object and not hot
rodded, which seems to run contrary to
the philosophy of The North American
MGB Register. With the inclusion of all
of the different sub-registers that you now
include I should think a name change
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might be appropriate. Maybe something
like “The Post 1962 MG Brand Register”.
As for your “Post Abingdon” Register, you
seem to confuse a trademark for tradition
and continuity. The MG Car Co. ceased to
exist in 1980. Any car built after that may
have a MG badge, but it was bought not
earned. The philosophy, history, tradition,
racing exploits, and continuity of personnel in design and engineering are NOT
transferred with the trademark. You folks
are trying to be all things to all people and
that dosn’t work for me.   
Safety Fast!
—Robert Mardaris
Robert,
The very nature of hot rodding
of a car line was how MG got its start.
Taking cars and making them go
faster was what Kimber was all about
and built a great company on that
business model.
As MG developed over the years,
past generations looked down their
noses at the new design and scoffed.
“That’s not an MG!” The OHC engine
early car owners didn’t think the
T-Series cars were legitimate because
of their pushrod engines. T-Series
owners panned the MGA because
they didn’t fit the mode. MGA own-
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ers said you can’t have an MG with
wind up windows! And even early
MGB fans sometimes say that they
will not touch rubber bumpers.
I know it’s a cliché, but NAMGBR
is like a big tent. We do try to have
something for everyone. How many
members would we serve if we only
covered the originally of the MGB
and didn’t pay homage to the all
those who choose to modify their
MGBs or just keep them on the road?
Plus make plenty of room to celebrate all the great Midgets, MGCs,
1100/1300 sedans, and even modern
MGs. On top of all that, NAMGBR is
the only MG register that has Concours! Each year at the convention,
there is a concours competition and
each year we give a lot of coverage to
the winner and participants.
That all being said, I do like to try
to keep a balance between originality versus modifications and all the
various sub-registers, not to mention
a balance between advanced technical articles, basic technical articles,
travelogues, fun events, ownership
experiences, new products, books,
racing, history, and whatever else I
can find. I’m always looking for great
stories on originality and all other
categories too.
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MGF’s Slaying the Dragons in Scotland

Article and images provided By Peter Mittler, MG Car Club of Toronto

Lookout Nessie!

W

hen Bob Riddell invited some
of us to consider attending
The MG European Event of
the Year in 2013 being held in Scotland, we thought that might be fun.
Even though Bob and Moe had been
three times already and highly recommended the trip, giving up three “cottage” weeks in the summer to travel
to Scotland initially didn’t sit well.
Nevertheless, there is no better time
to expect favorable weather over there
and it turned out to be one of the best
trips for me (and hopefully for Patty,
although there were moments where

the motion was, shall we say, challenging. She was a great sport to ride
shotgun for nine days).
For me it was all about the MGs,
the driving, and the experience. We
had done a bus tour of Ireland a few
years ago and I always wanted to
return to drive a sports car on those
great roads. Scotland promised to fill
that bucket on the list and when Bob›s
friend agreed to secure rides for us, it
made the trip a must do. So take a ride
with me for a few imaginary miles.....
Have you driven the “Tail of the
Dragon”, that 318 curves in 11 miles
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that we did on the trip to Gatlinburg
for MG 2006? Well imagine this.....
driving on the Tail of the Dragon to
GET TO the Tail of the Dragon, then
(sigh) having to drive on the Tail of
the Dragon to get home from the Tail
of the Dragon! Get the picture? But
hold on, the Dragon is two lanes wide,
with banked curves and well marked
lanes. Compare that to remembering
to drive on the LEFT side, with few
pavement markings, unbanked or off
camber single track roads with blind
curves AND crests, sheer drop-offs, few
guardrails, the odd lay-by to duck into
and oncoming traffic in YOUR lane.
Now add to this a 1.8L fuel injected,
double overhead cam 120hp midengine sports car, (MGF) that grips
corners like an F1 car and you get some
idea of the heartstopping thrill I had
on the Isles of Skye
and Mull.
One section on
Mull took us abut
an hour to negotiate. Imagine how
crazy it would be to
participate in the annual Tunnock’s Rally
where they traditionally close the road
and do it in eight
22

minutes. I would like to see that, better
yet, drive that! Last year, I took four
driver training courses with Ian Law’s
Car Control School. I have to say that
those courses indeed helped to prepare
me for this year’s tour, especially the
skill of looking where you want to go,
way up the road into the next corner
and smooth winding/unwinding in
the “esses”.
Then there was the 15 miles of
freshly paved, well marked sweeping
curves up and down the side of Loch
Fyne on the way to Inverary. The high
speed and simply flat handling of the
well balanced F was a joy. No push and
not even the slightest threat of oversteer; just keep your foot in it all the
way through the curve and even if a
slight lift was needed, the back stayed
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respectfully in place.
While it was enjoyable to join the
convoys and drive to the Nairn Highland games, The Glenlivet Distillery,
Loch Ness to photograph the Monster
[Dragon?] Nessy, and join Roger Pratten for a drive to see cloud-enshrouded
Ben Nevis near Fort William, nothing
compared to the six day tour with
the two borrowed MGF’s. Bob and I
alternated leading our duo through
the curves. Bob’s 2001, yellow, Trophy
160 growled and barked nicely with
specially tuned exhaust and our 2001,
75th anniversary, “Limited Edition”
black with red interior and LE badges,
whilst quiet, punched through the
gears, and the curves, much like my
‹eFfie› at home.
I much prefer spirited driving
in Canada in ‹eFfie› (my 1997 MGF)
compared to my 1980 rubber bumper
roadster. On the Canadian Tire Motorsport driver development track, the
MGF blows the MGB away. Even my
former 1970 GT does not handle like
the F does. But you can›t find many
roads in Canada like the ones in Scotland. The real difference is the roads. It
is all about the roads. If you ever get a
chance to do a trip over there to experience the driving challenge, do it!
I can see why Bob has done it four
times. There may be a repeat performance in my future.
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Never Leave Home Without It

Article and images provided By Tony Cohen, Canadian Classic MG Club

Mr. C’s Route Post, place of interest.

“Chickmagnet” gets lifted for a short trip to find a water pump.

I

t was a warm, balmy afternoon in
September 2013. Carole and I were
in Chickmagnet, our 1968 MGB
roadster, backtracking eastward from
Lebanon, Missouri, along Route 66.
We had just checked in to the Munger
Moss Motel – a classic 1960s establishment, complete with a pink bathroom
and pink satin bedspreads. It was too
early to sit around the motel, so we decided to take the top down and cruise

Route 66 classic Munger Moss Motel.
24

back for about 30 minutes to Mr. C’s
Route Post, a 1960s outlet we had seen
on the way in.
We arrived at Mr. C’s just after
5:00 pm only to find it closed, so we
turned around and headed back, enjoying the sunset. After about 20 minutes, I looked down at the gauges and
noticed the temperature needle pointing skywards, climbing off the scale! I
immediately slapped the gearshift into

Munger Moss Motel, perfect for Tod Stiles and
Buz Murdock. Characters on the TV show,
“Route 66”
Played by Martin Milner and George Maharis.
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neutral and coasted to the side of the
road. When I popped the bonnet, I was
greeted with what I can only imagine
a KFC fryer to smell like at the end of a
shift – the smell of overheated oil.
Since embarking on long distance trips in our MGs (and we have
done quite a few), I have harboured a
nightmare of either having the carbon
clutch release bearing give out or
the water pump packing in. I carry a
spare roller clutch bearing, but not a
spare water pump, so believed that my
nightmare had become a reality.
Within five minutes of popping
the bonnet, two cars stopped and
offered assistance. But I decided to
limp back to Lebanon and try to find a
water pump.
Back at the motel, I hauled out my
tools. But what should I do? Take out
the pump and examine it? Find someone who could supply a new pump?
Then my eyes alighted on the most
useful tool in the box: the NAMGBR
Mutual Aid Directory. This directory
lists members who offer assistance to
travelling MG enthusiasts. So I looked
up under “Missouri” and found a listing for John Lawson in Springfield,
which is located 50 miles away, along
our route.
It was about 6:30 pm when I
phoned John, who told me that
right under his name was a listing
for Mother’s Automotive Services, in
Springfield, and owned by Dan Craig.
Of course, being after hours, Mothers
was closed, but John gave me Dan’s

home phone number. When I called,
Dan told me that he did not have a
spare water pump in stock, but suggested that I call AAA and arrange to have
Chickmagnet trailered to his shop. In
the meantime, he offered to poll all
the members of the local MG Club and
see if anyone had a spare.
At 8:00 pm I phoned Dan back
and told him that I had arranged
for the AAA truck to pick up the car
between 10:00 am and 12:00 noon
the next day. Dan reported that he
had sourced a new water pump on
one of the Club member’s shelves, and
it would be in the shop when we got
there.
At 9:00 am next morning, the
AAA truck arrived and loaded Chickmagnet and we climbed into the
cab. As we rolled along the highway
towards Springfield, the driver, a really
pleasant guy, regaled us with stories
of how he and his pals used to travel
Route 66. He showed us the places
where they had to cross the I-44 where
there were no overpasses. At least, with
his broad Missouri accent, that is what
I think he was telling us.
Dan greeted us on our arrival at
Mothers, a small but impressive service
garage obviously well patronized by
classic car owners, a few of whom were
sitting around. They showed great
interest in Chickmagnet. Shortly after
our arrival John arrived to meet us and
see that we were taken care of. Dan
checked out the problem and identified it as a stuck thermostat. Drat!
I should have known better. After
replacing it, Dan and I headed out on
a test drive. The countryside around
Springfield is made for these cars –
winding country roads, no traffic and
glorious scenery.
Back at Mothers, Carole and I said
our farewells and left with fond memories of the great people we met through
this experience.
The NAMGBR Mutual Aid Directory is not really a magic spanner, but,
for MGB owners, more like American
Express “Never Leave Home Without It”.
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MG 2015 Update

By Peter Mittler, MG Car Club of Toronto

W

e know from looking through
the Mutual Aid Directory
booklet that over 95% of the
readers here are guys. So please do us a
favor: Stop reading this and, if practical and possible, pass this issue over to
the OTHER person in your party who
might be interested in non-petrolhead activities. We’ll wait whilst you
do that. Waiting…… C’mon, call her
over. Ok have we done that? Now,
please go and polish a rocker cover or
something similar for a bit.
Ladies, you know that Niagara
Falls is one of the most appealing,
romantic, honeymoon vacation spots
in the world so we are now appealing
to your (appropriate adverb) feminine
side to come to Niagara. Check out the
MG 2015 website under “Local Info”
and have a read. Wait…. Did it work?
Hmm, no, eh? (Pardon the ‘Canadian’). OK, let’s try something else…..
How about one of the three
Double-Decker Niagara Bus tours?
Why not take ‘him’ too? These are an
“overview drive-aboot” of this great
place, for a measly fifteen bucks a
head (approx. $12.50 US). If you see
something you like, take the car or use
the WE-GO bus (which services BOTH
of our hotels), back to a site for an
extended visit.
Don’t want to stand out in the sun
and listen to Mr. Twist on Tuesday?
How about taking the Jackson Triggs
wine, lunch and bus tour? For $60pp
you can’t beat the value and even HE
can come too so that the local gendarmes won’t pinch him for being over
the breathalyzer limit (which is strictly
0.05ppm). Still not doing it for you?
Ok, are you a Crafty lady? The Art
of Greeting Card Making on Tuesday,
or the “Open Canvas” Art classes on
Thursday might appeal. If you are
energetic we have a Yoga Class! On the
other hand, if you want to just relax
26
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and pamper yourself, why not book a
SPA session at the Americana (where,
we hear, MANY locals go because of
the quality). Still a tough sell? Not
interested in the Car Show on Wednesday? Read on!
So, instead of going to Balls Falls
for the Car Show on Wednesday, (not
to mention the MG Olympics, great
food and music, the historic village
and quaint setting), why not take
the bus tour to Niagara-on-the-Lake?
NOTL (as it is referred to locally) is a
very charming little town with a main
street full of shops. You will have time
to visit the main street after you take
in the High Tea at the Prince of Wales
Drawing Room. We have it on absolute authority from the Royal Family
that not one of them will be there to
greet you. Nevertheless, the hosts will
treat you as if you were from Buckingham Palace. Still no? How ‘bout some
bangers and mash or steak and kidney?
Come to the Wednesday night BritishThemed buffet for some Old Speckled
Hen and back ‘ome fare.
None of the above? Stop right here
and google “Greg Frewin.” Read the
WIKI reviews and watch some of his
YouTube videos. You can’t get more
Magical than an International Grand
Champion world-class magician performing an MG-themed magic show
produced JUST FOR US. We’ll follow
that with a SHORT awards ceremony
and closing remarks. Surely THAT has
some appeal. It must have some appeal
since 70% of the current registrants
have chosen to come to the MaGic
Show and closing banquet this year.
Still no? Ok then shop ‘til you
drop at the new Outlet Mall, cashing
your American dollars at a 15-20%
advantage (sorry to our Canadian
Ladies, can’t help you on that one),
OR go to one of the two Casinos (can’t
help you there either) or simply chill
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for the afternoon in one of the parks in
the region.
Ok if we didn’t appeal to something there you have every right to
stay home and give MG 2015 a pass.
Otherwise, fill up the MG and look for
a convoy to join up with. Come and
experience the best hospitality north
of the US/Canada border. Americans,
dust off your passports! Where else
in the world can you get an Englishspeaking, friendly neighbour (that’s
how we spell it up here) who wants
you to come and visit and will even
give you a premium on your money?
Ladies, tell him you are going to the
MG 2015 website to register NOW. And
then, kindly hand back The MG Driver
so he can finish reading it.
Ok guys listen up…. We just spent
about ten minutes convincing your
navigator to register you for MG 2015.
Your job is to make sure the car is ready
to go in early June and to seek out likeminded folk to ‘tag-along’ or ‘convoyup’ with for what we, in the MG Car
Club of Toronto, affectionately call a
“Road Warriors” trip.
Already booked in? Fabulous!
Thank you! Want to add some regalia
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or another event like the Awards Banquet and MaGic Show? Just return to
the MG 2015 website and registration
page, fill in the identification information, insert the registration number
which you have already received into
the comment field and pay only for
the additional items.
Watch the MG Experience MG
2015 forum, and the NAMGBR FaceBook page for upcoming news on convoys that will inevitably develop over
the next few months. We have a map
on our MG 2015 website (on the Forum
page) showing where the current registrants are located and we will facilitate cross-pollination of like-minded
convoy folk. We will not, for security
reasons, publish a list of registrants or
their addresses in any public domain.
As of this writing we are well under way to sell-out this fantastic event
so DON’T WAIT! You always wanted to
come to Niagara Falls, or come again.
So, here’s your chance! Peter Mittler
and Mac Macfarlane, Co-Chair’s and
the entire MG 2015 Committee of the
MGCCT invite you to join us for the
MaGic in Niagara.
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Readers Ride

T

By Tony Cohen, Canadian Classics MG Club

here is an advertisement for a
particular brand of pre-owned
high-end car, which depicts a
sensuous young lady with the caption
“You know you are not the first, but do
you really care?” Such is the case with
our Canadian 1968 MGB roadster. We
do however have the original registration documents for the first owner
from Victoria BC. The converse is also
true. Our ’68 B is not our first MGB. I
bought my first MGB after admiring it
at the Earls Court Motor Show in London in 1965. My test drive was around
Hyde Park, past Buckingham Palace
where I waved at the Queen. Some
years later, for our 4th wedding anniversary, I surprised my wife Carole
with her very own 1967 MGB roadster.
There followed a brief ownership of a
’69 roadster, but my heart hankered for
a metal dash with overdrive.
In the fall of 2008, I responded to
a local “for sale” advertisement for a
BRG Canadian ’68 roadster, and a deal
was struck. The car had been partially
restored, with a paint job, new chrome

where required and new upholstery.
Part of the restoration was somewhat
incomplete and poorly executed, but
I could see the potential in the car. So
I spent the winter of 2008/2009 going
over the car from front to back getting
it into shape.
Probably as many fellow owners have experienced, our MGB gets
admiring looks and comments from
the public. Like other MGB owners, we
have witnessed the appreciation, the
smiles and anecdotes from folk, young
and old who enjoy the sight of this
great little classic car.“My Dad had one
of those….” “When I was young at college, I drove an MGB..” “Wow Mom,
look at that cute car…”
On one particular occasion, while
waiting at a crosswalk, I watched an
elderly couple in the crosswalk in front
of us. Both were tall and slim, he with
a slight stoop walking with a cane; she,
holding his arm, dignified, with the
grace and bone structure that spoke
of great beauty in some bygone era. As
they passed in front of us, she turned,
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smiled and winked, and
I wondered what fond
memories the sight of
our MGB invoked for
her. It was then that
we named our MGB
‘Chickmagnet”.
After a few local
rides around Vancouver, I felt the car was
ready for something
more challenging, so
Carole and I joined a
group heading to MGBs
in Breckenridge – 2009.
The car did not perform
too well on the way
down but John Twist
sorted that out in the
rolling tech session by
replacing the PCV valve
with an old spark plug.
Much to my surprise, we won first
place in the MGB Mark II 1968-1969
class. This success was followed again
by a first place in Reno at MG 2011,
3rd place in Corvallis at MG 2013,
3rd place at the All British Field Meet,
the largest classic British car show in
Canada. This year at an event sponsored by the local Morgan Club, and
attended by MGs and Jaguar, including a fine E-type, Chickmagnet was
voted by members of the Morgan Club
as “The car we would most like to drive
home”.
But Chickmagnet is not a just a
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A Rock and a Hard Place

Article and images provided By Terry Nydeen, Minnesota MG Group

T

pretty faced “trailer queen”. In addition to driving down and back to the
shows mentioned above, we have taken it on trips around British Columbia,
Washington, Oregon and California.
Over a period of three years
we have explored the entire length
of Route 66 – alone, without support teams or in convoy. In 2011, we
shipped Chickmagnet to Chicago,
and drove from there to St Louis. We
went into such a detailed exploration,
that we took five days to travel the 250
miles of that section. We then drove
back to Vancouver through Missouri,
Ohio, South Dakota and Montana. In
2012, we drove through
Utah to Sedona, Arizona,
up to the Grand Canyon, then from Flagstaff
to Santa Monica and
then home. In 2013, we
shipped Chickmagnet to
St Louis to complete the
mid-section of Route 66
from St Louis to Flagstaff
and then home.
In all these travels,
Chickmagnet has performed like a real trooper,
and we look forward to
many more adventures
with this great little car.
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he MG 2013 had as its slogan:
MGs along the Oregon Trail. My
wife Arlie and I were feeling adventurous so we decided to go it alone
without the other covered wagons.
I wonder how many other pilgrims
of past years made that decision and
found themselves in trouble with no
way to call for assistance? Actually,
we were not following in the path of
wagon trains so much as retracing the
western part of the 1804-1806 Lewis
and Clark journey (Did I mention I
was a History teacher in a former life?).
We had also built in a couple of extra
days on the way west as I had wanted
to see Klamath Falls, Oregon, where
my father had sought work as a timber
grader in 1931.
On July 12, we struck out from
Albany, Minnesota, in absolutely
gorgeous weather with temps in the
90’s. It was top down and sunburn
time. We made 600 miles that day and
I was very glad I had installed cruise
control. On the morning of the 14th,
we left Missoula, Montana and took
US 12 with our next layover to be The
Dalles, Oregon. We took US 12 not
only because it followed the path
of Lewis and Clark, but also
because the Lolo
Trail promised

beautiful scenery with enough twists
and turns to bring a smile to an MG
drivers’ face. It did a lot of that until
milepost 110. The speed limit posted
earlier had said 70 mph, but while the
MGB might have done that this driver
was happy at 40-45. Besides, I wanted
to enjoy the mountain trail, the woods
and the clear, cold trout-filled stream
along our left side. We had this “Last
Open Road” almost to ourselves as we
rounded another of the sharp curves
carved from mountain sides.
We had seen signs warning of
potential fallen rock, but hey, this
great road was not going to harm us
at 10:30 that warm Sunday morning.
As we traversed that bend Arlie yelled
“rocks”! Then there were horrible
loud bangs, ugly scraping noises, and
the momentary sensation of going
airborne. We could have done little
to avoid this calamity as we had sheer
rock mountains to our right and on
the left the first oncoming car we had
seen that morning. Up ahead we were
approaching a short bridge. Fortunately the sturdy MGB held together
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and I was able to stop at a
pullover spot on the west
side of the bridge. Shaken,
we got out to survey the
damage: Two blown tires
on the right side and a
damaged Panasport wheel.
Surprisingly there was no
body damage or undercarriage destruction.
Now came the bad part. We
had no cell phone service on a very
lonely mountain road in the middle
of nowhere. The nearest community,
Kooskia, was about 25 miles away.
We put up the hood and waited—and
waited. Finally a bicyclist stopped.
He said he would call a flatbed towing service when he got to the nearest
phone. The weird thing was that at
least four Forest Service vehicles went
by in the next four hours but none
stopped to offer assistance. A little
shade was available on the opposite
side of the road which we shared with
irritable bees and gnats. We had one
can of diet cola with us but that sure
did little to quench our growing thirst.
That clear cold mountain stream was
so close, but I would have to scramble
down a steep 20 foot embankment
to refill the can and I was not certain
I could clamber back up. We would
get to know that lovely, lonely spot’s
every detail as we waited for salvation.
A couple of motorists did finally stop
and one found a phone and called the
Idaho HP. At 2:30, a flatbed pulled up,
thanks to the bicyclist and at about the
same time the Idaho HP showed up.
On our way to a motel and tire
store we had an interesting conversation with the flatbed driver. At first
he had not been happy to leave his
family on that lovely Sunday, but as we
asked him questions about this area
he warmed up. He said they terrace
farm the slopes and the soil type does
not allow much run off. The locals are
proud of their clean streams now that
the gold mine operations have ceased
and want to keep them that way. Oh
yeah, the major crop is hops. Things
were looking up. The driver took us
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to Grangeville where he
dropped off our poor MGB,
Honey II, at a closed tire store
(Sunday) and then brought
us to the Super 8. We thanked
the driver and tipped him
for his kindness. Luckily, I
had taken the advice of fellow MMGG member Dick
Wallrich and purchased the
50 mile towing service from Hagerty.
Thanks Dick! Thanks Hagerty!
The story does not quite end here.
This was a Super 8 and almost new.
The woman at the desk was able to provide us with a standard room for two
nights but would have to switch us to
a more expensive room for the third.
She suggested we reserve that third
night now as there were two large family reunions that week and rooms were
filling fast. Noticing our scant luggage
she asked where the driver had left the
car. We told her the car and luggage
was at the tire store 1/2 a mile away.
She offered to let us use her car to get
our clothes! I suppose we looked a bit
bedraggled at that point. Thanks for
the kindness.
Grangeville is a crossroads community of about 4000 people (very
nice people we were finding out.)
That Monday morning we went to
the tire store and purchased two tires
and had a wheel FedEx’d from Moss.
You have to love Moss’s quick service!
We had some time to see Grangeville
close up. Every store front was open,
business was brisk, and we talked to
many people about their community.
My father always said “you could learn
more from listening than talking” and
he could have also added “asking questions.” I think it would be a great place
to raise kids.
On Tuesday we were crossing the
main street at a marked pedestrian
crossing and heading for lunch. An
older gentleman in a shiny new SUV
had stopped for us and we waved as we
walked in front of him. All of a sudden we heard a loud bang. Arlie and
I must have jumped a couple of feet!
A woman in a big Ford 250 had just

The MG Driver • March / April 2015

demolished the
rear of the SUV.
It looked like she
had been using
her cell phone.
She got out of
that truck madder
than a wet hornet
at the SUV driver
for having inconvenienced her!
Shaken again, we
went for lunch – and a beer. That afternoon we were switched to a slightly
more expensive room at the motel, the
honeymoon suite, complete with a hot
tub, sky light and a deck. Sweet!
On Wednesday, we headed for
Corvallis and no more misfortune we
hoped. To say that western Oregon
is beautiful would be an understatement. The coastal drive from Newport
to Florence ranks with the best on the
west coast and the Mackenzie route
from Sisters to Corvallis is a fantastic
MGB drive (top down, of course). It
rivals the “Tail of the Dragon” in the
Smokies. The convention organized
and hosted by the Oregon MG people
was very well done with a great venue,
good food and a nice hotel.
We started our return trek by
swinging through British Columbia’s
Okanogan Valley (Some call it the
Canadian Riviera). It is beautiful and
it is wine and produce country. The
high quality of the fare we can attest
to. As we headed to Banff, we paid a lot
more attention to “Fallen Rock” signs
and the often
punctured
“chain-mail”
curtains hanging on the sides
of road-cut
mountains. At
one point, we
were stopped
behind a long
line of vehicles
as they waited
for heavy
equipment to
remove a rock Arlie and I, Honey II

slide.
We stopped to see
stunning Lake Louise.
As we had expected,
the place was crowded
but what struck me
the most was that
there must have
been a dozen or more
languages spoken and
along with the varied
dress of the of the
people would indicate that this must
be on an international list of must-see
places. We spent a couple of days in
Banff amidst the crowds of tourists. It
is a well laid-out tourist trap. In the
evening we had deer and elk wandering through the motel yards and city
streets. They were not potty trained so
we saw proof in the morning that we
had not been dreaming.
From Banff we headed south
and east to Lake Ponderay and Sand
Point, Idaho. We had started early in
the morning so the mountains were
fog shrouded. What a beautiful sight.
For the eastern end of our journey we
again chose US 12. This time it was
through Montana and it went through
rolling ranch land and we saw very
little traffic. In addition to the cattle
and horses, antelope could occasionally be spotted. US 12 is really a “Last
Open Road.” I have to mention that
we have never seen as many white
trucks of all trades as we did along I-94
in ND. Oil boom translates to building
boom I guess.
We have 5000
more miles on
Honey II now and
we have a lot to be
thankful for from
not being under the
falling rock to all
the nice people we
met and great places
we have been. We
are ready for our
next adventure but
maybe not solo or
between a rock and
a hard place.
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Road to the M G Collier Cup

Article and images provided By Alan Costich & Greg Prehodka, MG Vintage Racers

M

y story starts in
the mid-60s.
My brother
bought a Triumph TR3.
I loved that car! Back
then I was attending
high school in Watkins
Glen, New York, and
went to the race track
there to watch Can-Am,
Trans Am, and Formula
One races. Years later
when I returned from
Vietnam in 1971, I asked my brother
for advice on buying a car. Apparently
he and his Triumph did not part on
friendly terms! He suggested that I look
for an MGB instead, because it had a
more sophisticated suspension. So I
bought a used chrome bumper MGB.
That MG stood me in good stead until
I got married.
After my marriage was concluded,
I got a well-used ‘73 MGB/GT. With
it, I learned how to weld by replacing
the sills and passenger floor, as I also
garnered some mechanical abilities by
replacing the clutch and various other
bits and pieces it needed. Meanwhile, I
volunteered at SVRA’s tech inspection
during their vintage race weekend at
Watkins Glen every September. On
those race weekends, I would spend
Saturday evenings on the cabin porch
of the nearby historic Seneca Lodge,
with members of the MG Car Club
- Western New York Centre, where
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some us would share a few drinks and
bench talk about “What car would you
build and race if you had the financial
wherewithal?”
For those ten years or so I had
been badgering one of their members
to cut loose a MGB/GT that he was
holding hostage in his barn. Long
story short – he needed money for a
new well pump and I had just been
laid off from Hewlett Packard with a
wad of cash in my pocket! A deal was
struck and I now owned a bare-bones
MGB/GT racecar tub with a roll cage
welded in it. It took me the better part
of a year to source the parts that I need
for it, and to build a race motor, as I
transformed it into a real race car.
Then it was off to a two day drivers’ school with Track Time at the
Glen, followed by my first race there
with it in June of 2001 with Historic
Sports Racing. I’ve raced it many times
since then and these days I do maybe
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Alan Costich

three vintage races a season with it. I
keep trying to race at the many different race tracks that I use to read about
in Sports Car Graphic magazine back
when I was a kid in high school.
    The first MG Vintage Racer’s
(MGVR) Focus Event I raced in was
at Virginia International Raceway
in 2003. When I heard that another
MGVR Focus Event was going to be
held at Graton, Michigan, in 2012, I
knew I had to be part of it too! I had
watched racing at that track for a
number of years. In October 2013, I
journeyed off to the new mega Circuit
of the Americas vintage races in Texas.
What an extravagant event that was!

Earlier last year I followed
up with a trip to the famed
Indianapolis “brick yard” race
track – for another spectacular
vintage race event! Then this
September was the very special
US Vintage Grand Prix, with its
All-MG Collier Cup race, held
by SVRA at Watkins Glen, and
supported by MGVR, that I just
had to make!
SVRA’s Watkins Glen vintage race weekend in September
is always my favorite event of
the season. It’s a time for me to
renew old acquaintances and
see some more interesting and beautiful cars in a race venue, which is where
they deserve to be viewed, as well as
interacting with such a large spectator
crowd. It is indeed heart-warming how
MG racers are so willing to help each
other out in the paddock with each
other’s MGs, and socialize together,
and yet be so competitive and gentlemanly towards each other while racing
on the track! I just wish I could have
spent more time this year neighboring
with some of the other racers there.
Not to be overlooked this year
was the special police escorted trip for
selected race cars – especially the featured MGs – from the track back over
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Emissions (phew!)

Article and images provided By Dave Burns, MG Car Club of Toronto

J

Manley Ford, MGT, race award 1st Kurt Byrnes, MGT, race award 2nd Ed Cronin, MGT, race award
3rd Alan Costich, with Collier Cup award.

the original 6.6 mile old street race
course to downtown Watkins Glen on
Friday afternoon, where the town held
a fantastic street party for everyone!
Almost 100 racing MGs – including 30 MGBs – came to compete at
Watkins Glen for four days in September. The event included a special
MG Vintage Racers’ banquet Saturday
evening. For me, being able to race
with five other MGB/GTs was indeed
a rare and special treat! But my biggest
highlight, and total surprise, was being singled out by my fellow MG racers
to be honored with being awarded
the prestigious Collier Cup on Sunday, right after my Collier Cup MG
race! This cup has been awarded each
year since 1985 to one MG racer in the

Collier Cup race, as voted by the MG
racers in that race, as “Best Representing the Overall Spirit of MG Vintage
Racing” and is unrelated to winning
any race!
I’ve raced at many tracks, and every season I try to add a new one that
I haven’t raced at before, but Watkins
Glen is always a must on my schedule! Next year I’m looking forward to
trying Elkhart Lake’s Road America in
Wisconsin with the VSCDA. I’ve never
won any races, but I’m not out there to
win. I’m there for the cars, for the camaraderie with other MG racers, and
for racing our valiant steeds with each
other. I love racing my MG! (Not to
mention that my everyday car is a ‘71
MGB tourer.)

ust as emissions from our bodies
can be characterized into three categories: belches, farts, and body
odors, so can emissions from our
MGBs be grouped into three categories: Crankcase Fumes, Combustion
Emissions, and Evaporative Losses. All
provide unwanted entities to enter the
atmosphere if not controlled. Our cars
were adapted over the years of production in several ways to minimize
the impact of these emissions on our
environment and on us. This article
will discuss the first category with the
others being covered in future issues.

Early crankcase vent.

Crankcase Fumes
When the hot engine oil liquid
is circulating inside the block cavity
it gives off a variety of noxious fumes
that, without control, would leak into
the atmosphere. The general method
of dealing with these was to purge
them through the intake manifold to
be burnt in the combustion chamber
with the atomized fuel mixture. Early
cars just had a hose that joined the
rocker cover to the front air cleaner
and the incoming carburettor air
36
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PCV valve system.

sucked crankcase fumes from the
rocker cover into the intake manifold. Purge air entered the crankcase
through a hose on the timing chain
cover.
The amount of suction varied, so
in 1964, with the introduction of the
18GA engines, a positive crankcase
ventilation system (PCV) was added.
Air flow entered the block cavity
through a vented oil filler cap that
had a filter and a restriction to limit
the flow of air through the engine. A
hose from the front tappet chest cover
was connected to the intake manifold
and the line contained a PCV valve.
This valve consisted of a diaphragm
with a spring that controlled the flow
and balanced the pressures to provide
a constant flow rate of vapours with
varying intake manifold vacuums.
In 1968, this system was enhanced further when the vacuum
source was changed from the manifold
to the twin SU carbs and the PCV valve
was eliminated. Each carb had a port
between the butterfly and the piston.
These ports were attached by hoses to a
Y-connector that was then piped to the
front tappet chest cover. This provided
the same low-level vacuum to the
crankcase as before, but eliminated the
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Air pump system.

potential failure risk and problems and
the cost of a PCV valve.
A year later in 1969, the venting into the engine changed with
the addition of the Evaporative Loss
Control system and air from a charcoal
canister was purged into a port with
a restriction on the back of the rocker
cover instead of through the oil filler
cap which was replaced with a nonventing cap.
As future carburettor styles were
added that were also a constant depression design (HIF, Zenith-Stromberg),
they had a breather port to intake
crankcase fumes although there was,
of course, no Y-piping for the single
ZSs. The main problems that can arise
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from these systems are either from the
hoses plugging in some way, or from
the PCV valve plugging or failing.
When it fails usually the diaphragm
ruptures and you can get full manifold
vacuum sucking oil into the combustion chambers. This could result
in fouled plugs, high oil usage, and
oil smoke in the exhaust. It pays to
inspect the PCV diaphragm and keep
it clean.

Combustion Emissions
When gasoline is mixed with
air and then ignited in the cylinder,
combustion occurs that creates a
terrific expansion of gases that drive
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the piston and gives
power to turn the
wheels. Gasoline is
made up primarily of
hydrocarbons (C4-C12
compounds) that react
with oxygen to ideally
produce CO2 (carbon
dioxide) and water. It
also includes many
additive chemicals
besides hydrocarbons,
such as anti-knock
compounds, fuel stabilizers, and detergents
to improve engine
performance. Because
combustion is rarely
perfect, a number of
materials end up coming out of the tailpipe.
These include CO
(carbon monoxide), HC (unburned hydrocarbons), NOx (oxides of nitrogen),
lead compounds (before unleaded gas),
CO2 (carbon dioxide), and water.
CO2 is well known to be driving climate change consequences for
humanity. The only effective way
to reduce CO2 emissions is to not
drive the vehicle. Every gallon (US) of
gasoline produces 19.4 pounds of CO2
when burned.
NOx and HC react with sunlight to create smog. NOx reacts with
ammonia to form nitric acid vapour
which aggravates respiratory diseases
such as emphysema and bronchitis.
NOx is 300 times more potent than
CO2 as a greenhouse gas, is a precursor to acid rain and currently the most
ozone depleting substance. Overall, a
real nasty… Keeping the engine welltuned is one way that we can help in
minimizing unwanted emissions. MG
made several modifications to reduce
combustion emissions.
In 1968, engines for the USA were
fitted with an air pump system on the
right side of the engine. This system
pumped air through a manifold into
air injectors that fed air into the exhaust valve ports and this extra fresh
air was intended to further reduce

unburned hydrocarbons (HC) in the
exhaust system. The air pump was
located at the front of the engine and
was driven by the fan pulley. This air
pump also supplied extra air through
a gulp valve to the intake manifold to
provide a leaner mixture during deceleration and overrun. Many owners
have removed this system as they felt
that it adversely affected performance.
This is why one can see four screws
plugging the holes in many cylinder
heads, near the spark plugs, on engines
that have been so modified.
After 1973, unleaded gasoline was
introduced to reduce serious environmental and health impacts from tetraethyl lead antiknock compounds and
to enable the introduction of catalytic
converters in 1975 along with leadfree tolerant cylinder heads. (Lead is
a poison for the catalyst). It likely also
drove the move to lower compression
engines to minimize pinging without
these antiknock compounds.
In 1975, catalytic converters were
installed on California MGBs and then
later for all USA bound cars. Canadian
cars did not get them. What catalytic
converters do is convert at high temperatures the CO (carbon monoxide)
and HC(unburned hydrocarbons) in
the exhaust gases, in the presence of a
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Rear Port with non-vent oil cap.

catalyst, to CO2 (carbon dioxide) and
water. These two-way converters were
not as effective as later American car
versions as they did not effectively
control oxides of nitrogen (NOx). Also
in 1975, an Exhaust Gas Recirculation
valve (EGR) was added to the exhaust
manifold. This valve allowed a controlled quantity of exhaust gas to recycle into the combustion process. This
was a NOx reduction technique. NOx
forms when a mixture of nitrogen and
oxygen are subjected to high temperatures. Recirculating some exhaust gas
lowers combustion chamber temperatures and thus reduces the amount of
NOx produced, with
some loss of engine
efficiency. This helps
explain why, along
with lower compression cylinder heads,
the horsepower on
cars after 1973 was
so poor.

temperatures and these vapours are a
source of unwanted hydrocarbon pollutants into the atmosphere. Originally, our MGs had no systems to collect,
store, and recycle these vapours. In
1970, starting with California cars and
then by 1971 with all North American
cars, MG introduced evaporative loss
control systems. The central feature of
these systems is the black, plastic charcoal adsorption canister that can be
found on the right side of the engine
compartment. There are three hoses
on the top of this charcoal canister.
The two outside hoses bring fuel vapours to be adsorbed by the charcoal
in the can until they can be purged via
the third (centre) hose into the valve

cover, through
the crankcase
and eventually
burned in the
combustion
process with
the crankcase
vapours. One
of these outside
hoses is attached to the
fuel tank and
the other to the
space above the
carb float bowls,
both being the
main sources of
fuel vapours.
There is
a hose on the
bottom of the
canister that
is attached to
the running on
valve that provides fresh air
into the canister
via an air vent
pipe from the
bottom of the engine bay. When the

Evaporative
Losses
Gasoline easily
evaporates at normal
40

Anti Runon Valve.
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engine is started, the vacuum in the
crankcase breather system draws fresh
air into the canister through the
air vent pipe and the running
on valve. Accumulated vapours
in the canister are picked up by
this air flow and sucked into the
breather system, eventually entering the intake system and getting
burned in the cylinders as part of
the normal combustion process.
On later models, the fresh air
comes from a tube by the radiator
surround to the anti run-on valve.
Cars fitted with evaporative loss systems will also have a
cylindrical separation or catch
tank for liquid-vapour separation mounted on the inside of
the right wing in the trunk space.  
These cars also require the use
of a non-venting filler cap or the
system will not work properly.
Most people don’t realize
that the charcoal canister can
be disassembled for maintenance.
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Smog Check

Article and images provided By Paul Lewis
efore taking your MG down to
the Smog Shop, there are a few
things you should check out
before setting off. First, make sure your
Gasoline / Petrol is fresh and clean.
This also holds true for your engine
oil. Dirty and contaminated engine oil
can affect tail pipe readings.
Air Injection System: Even though
the Smog Pump is rotating with the
engine running, this doesn’t always
mean it is putting out any air pressure.
With the engine running, remove the
rubber air hose at the air injection rail
check valve. Put your thumb over the
hose to make sure you can feel the air
is coming out of the pump.
Air Injection Rail: With the smog
pump hose removed and the engine
running. You should hear a raspy
sounding noise at the check valve.
This is the noise of exhaust gasses
trying to escape through the air injection system. If all is quite, then the air
injection rail or the air injection ports
in the cylinder are plugged up with
carbon deposits. This carbon must be
cleaned out, so the injected air can go
into the engine to dilute the exhaust
gases, thus helping with the tail pipe
readings.

B

Liquid Vapour Separator.

Oil Pressure Switch.

The charcoal can be replaced with
aquarium charcoal granules or it can
be reactivated by taking it outside on
a cookie sheet and torching it to burn
off unwanted residues as described
by John Twist in one of his online
videos. There is filter material in the
canister that keeps the charcoal where
it belongs in the centre of the canister.
If this filter material is damaged some
owners replace it using coffee filter
paper. Be careful to keep the charcoal
granules in the can because if they get
into the anti run-on valve they could
block the action of the valve.
The operation of the anti runon valve is often misunderstood.
Its purpose is to prevent potentially
damaging running on, or dieseling, of
the engine after the ignition is turned
off. It is basically a solenoid operated
two-way valve that is energized when
the ignition is turned off and before
the oil pressure drops. When energized, it shuts off the
fresh air and instead
routes intake manifold
vacuum through the
anti-run-on valve,
through the charcoal
canister and through
the hose to the carb
float chambers. This
vacuum prevents fuel
flow from the carburetor jets, stopping
the engine. Once the
engine stops rotating,

the oil pressure drops opening the oil
pressure switch which cuts the voltage
to the anti run-on valve solenoid thus
reopening the vent line to the atmosphere. These valves can sometimes
stick and can be cleaned with carburetor cleaner to restore operation.
Many owners remove parts of
the Combustion Emissions controls
since they rob the engine of horsepower. The Evaporative Loss systems
described here do not affect engine
performance and provide a valuable
environmental control and should
be retained on all cars on which they
were originally fitted.
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References:
Original MGB with MGC and MGB GT
V8 by A.D. Clausager
Moss Motors Tech Forum
The Pages of Bee and Vee, Paul Hunt
Wikipedia
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EGR Valve: This is very easy too
check. Again with the engine running,
connect a hand held vacuum pump to
the fitting on the EGR Valve. A couple
of pumps with the vacuum pump and
the engine should start too stumble.
This means the valve is working as it
should be.
Catalytic Converter: If you have
not owned your MG from new such as
I have, you will not know if the Cat has
been gutted by the previous owner.
This again is very simple too check.
With the engine turned off, take a
small wrench and gently tap the side
of the Cat. The sound should be a dull
thud, meaning the ceramic inside is
still intact. However, if you should get

a hollow ring, then the previous owner
has removed the ceramic. A new Catalyst will be needed too bring down
your tail pipe emissions.

Ignition Timing: If your MG
is fitted with an electronic ignition
system, it is rare for these systems to
go out of whack. For example, I put
an Allison Ignition system onto my
Midget in 1982. The timing is still spot
on. However, on the MGB the front engine pulley is in two parts. It has been
known on very rare occasions, for the
pulley too move, thus changing where
the timing mark is. Even though your
timing has NOT changed, someone
checking your timing at a Smog Shop
may mistakenly think your engine
timing is wrong.
Carburetor Settings: With the
engine fully warmed up and running,
disconnect the air pump pipe at the air
injection rail and plug off the air injection rail itself. Now place an Exhaust
Gas analyzer probe into your tail pipe.
You should get a reading of about 4%
CO Carbon Monoxide; go too lean on
this reading and your
HC Hydrocarbon readings will
rise; go too rich on this reading and
your tail pipe reading will be too
high. It really is a balancing act and of
course do make sure your Air Filter is
thoroughly clean.
Fully Warmed Up Engine: Give
your MG a good hard drive before
reaching the Smog Shop, this will
ensure your Catalytic converter is
warmed up and working too full
capacity.
For later MGs, all of your engine
settings should be clearly laid out on
the emissions label that is located inside of your engine bay. This year 2015,
my MG is due for its Smog Check in
July. I always hope for the day when we
who own such old cars won’t have to
do this anymore.  
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MG News

T

MG 2016
Become a Part of MG History!

he fifth all-MG Register gathering will be held in Louisville,
Kentucky, from June 13-17, 2016
and we need your help! The MG Council needs a logo for this event, and we
want your input and suggestions! So,
we decided to hold a contest!
The logo, in its final form, will be
used for printed media, dash plaques,
trophies, as well as for regalia items. It
needs to be colorful (think four color)
yet not too intricate or “busy” (regalia may be embroidered and/or silk
screened).
The logo should incorporate the
concept of MG as well as the City of
Louisville (think octagon, fleur-de-lis
(Louisville’s official symbol), roses,
bourbon, a Louisville Slugger baseball bat, horses, the Kentucky Derby,

horseshoes, etc. It is not necessary nor
suggested to include all of the above
into the logo!
Submit your idea in high resolution .jpg format before April 30, 2015
to Rick Ingram at mowog1@aol.com.
Not a graphic artist? No problem!
Draw your idea and scan it into your
computer, then send us the file! We
can clean it up!
The winner will be chosen from
all submissions by representatives
of the North American Council of
MG Registers. Winner will receive a
complimentary MG 2016 registration
for two people and one car (meals, ala
carte events, regalia, etc. NOT included).
Get those creative juices flowing…
your logo could be chosen!

ATTENTION!

FRENCH LICK, Ind. (Jan. 27, 2015)Two weeks ago, French Lick Resort
learned of a compromise to its credit
card payment system.
Credit and debit card numbers
belonging to guests and visitors of the
resort may have been compromised.
People who visited the resort between
April 23, 2014 and January 21, 2015
and used a credit or debit card may be
affected by the theft.
The resort discovered the issue on
January 13.
The resort says that malware was
introduced to the payment system. No
credit cards used at the resort after January 21 are believed to be at risk. The
malware has since been eliminated.
“Many members of the community, our employees and friends of
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the resort could be among the guests
whose credit card information was
compromised,” said Chris Leininger,
chief operating officer of French Lick
Resort. “We hope to contact anyone
who could have been affected by this
to ensure that they can act to protect
themselves.”
If you have any questions about if
you were affected or what you should
do next, call the resort at 877-6643577. For anyone who was affected by
this issue, the resort is offering a year
of free identity protection.
“Identity theft can be unsettling and scary,” said Chris Leininger.
“We’re truly sorry that our guests have
to experience this, and we’ll do our
utmost to prevent anything like this
from happening in the future.”

The MG Driver • March / April 2015

MGB Fuel Injection • Modernizing a Great Ride

Article and images provided By Ken Adkison

My stock restored 1975 MGB drove well to locations, but would not start for the return trip. The
under hood temperature in Phoenix, vaporized the fuel into the engine, flooding it. After a few
hours, it would restart but I never found a cure. The original one barrel carburetor setup showcased
the performance inadequacies of early smog controls. Switching to a Weber two-barrel carburetor
served the car well until I got the injection itch.

Project Goals
• Improve power, economy, warm-up, and mixture control at all altitudes;
reduce maintenance through cleaner combustion chambers.
• Spark timing corrections are far more flexible with a computer tracking a
fully a monitored engine.
• Injecting fuel at high pressure very close to the intake valve allows better cold
starts and overall vaporization.
• Adding all the extra sensors to the engine really helps to get the tuning right
and once setup, the engine management computer tracks goals by self-correcting mixture and to some extent, timing.

Left: Layout and prototypes parts of an aluminum manifold.
Right: Welding setup of subassemblies for final welding
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Bit of Kit
Wide band oxygen sensor

Large valve cross flow aluminum head

High pressure fuel injection
rail and regulator
Coil pack ignition

Water temperature sensor
Crankshaft balancer modified
for toothed wheel and sensor

Other Sensors:
Altimeter
Driveshaft speed
Battery voltage
Cam position sensor  
off converted distributer

Larger alternator

Developing Skills for a Business

Manifold vacuum sensor

Mechanical Considerations
• Electronic Fuel Injection (EFI) can
be very simple to handle just fuel delivery or fuel and spark.
• Engine Control Units (ECUs)
infers, more complete control using
more sensors for dynamic control
of fuel, spark, idle, cooling fans and
often the valve timing, transmission,
cruise control, boost and more.

Air temperature sensor
in cold air intake
Throttle body and position Sensor

tra money and had to build the whole
system twice! So before you start,
realize that getting over one’s head
and never finishing the project is a real
possibility.

• Expectations, system complexity and features have to be weighed
against ability and cost to come with
a practical shopping list.

The point of this project was to
build my confidence and skill set to
a point where I could come up with a
production-ready kit to sell. Starting
out, I had limited design, welding, and
machining experience. I’d done them
all, but not enough to consider a business plan. I knew up front this could
never be a volume product or even a
very profitable one. Adding in the new
head made cost unmarketable.

Mistakes were Made in Reaching the
Final Solution

The resulting design looks and is
fairly simple; getting there incurred
failures. My aluminum manifold located the injectors for a straight shot but

didn’t leave room for fuel rails.
The stainless steel manifold incorporated the best packaging and long
runner lengths but was extremely labor intensive to build and ultimately,
I don’t believe it could be made to run
well.
BMC engines share an intake port
between the first two cylinders. Firing
order is 1-3-4-2 meaning the gap from
1 to 2 is 540 degrees and 2 to 1 is 180
degrees. Stock, these engines pull fuel
out of jets only when air is drawn in.
Sequential injection sprays only when
the intake valve opens at idle. At full
power, injectors spray most of the time
collecting fuel in the runner. Sharing
a runner with pistons that don’t fire at
regular intervals, leads to a very rich
cylinder and a very lean one. I feel the
stock head, should be the exclusive domain of carbs. This led to my starting
over on the other side of the engine
compartment. I bought a crossflow
head, insuring all fuel for number one
goes to number one. Other projects
claim good results with the stock head,
but I don’t have details and have not
heard them run.
This should work, what could possibly go
wrong?
After all; only three false starts. O.K.

Even though, I like the choices I
made, it took a very long time to build Above: Oops! this manifold doesn’t fix
Below: Second, stainless manifold fits beautifully,
and debug. During this time, I was
stressed out, and our MGB was off the but doesn’t run well.
road while costs rose much higher
than expected. Initially, I built the
whole system for the original 5-port
stock head, convincing myself that
I had a strategy to fuel two cylinders
with each intake runner and injector.
I finished up with a beautiful system
that could not be tuned and had to
start fabrication over with an aftermarket crossflow head. Although
a substantial upgrade, providing a
dedicated intake for each cylinder, I
had never expected to spend the ex46
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— really four.
Must I count that awful welding failure?

Software is the hard part
Blending choices
into monolithic system

Settings define sensor inputs and
driver outputs.

Testing and calibration is required
for most parts. Each engine needs
target fuel ratio, volumetric efficiency,
ignition advance, idle and cold start
tables.
Options exist for boost, nitrous,
altitude correction, launch control,
alternative fuels and more. Understanding and setting all the options, is
a long process.

Fundamentals of Tuning

MegaSquirt III: With MS3 processor and MSX I/O
driver upgrades.

Without a pre-existing kit to
work from, engine tuning starts
with best guess. Systematic testing and adjustment are needed to
establish the proper values. The
process is to test and calibrate
all possible inputs and outputs
with the engine off. Fill out the
target AFR and timing table with
conservative settings and do
whatever is needed to get the car
started and warmed up.
Then adjust the volumetric
efficiency (VE) table up and down

Data logs are used to visualize improvement opportunities.

You can compare easily 30 different data streams, visualizing how things are working to plan
improvements. This software can playback everything in real time and even display every thing in
real time and even display scatter charts.
48
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to get the oxygen sensor to read a reasonable mixture. Once the car can be
made to drive an auto tune feature can
be used to correct mixture across the
whole RPM and engine load spectrum.
Then the fine idle adjustments can
be made. The ignition timing really
must be set on a dynamometer for
best torque at minimum timing and
without engine knock. Subsequent
fiddling is needed to get the cold start
up, acceleration enrichment and other
drivability details sorted out. Reliability can be much better with EFI but a
custom built system could fail for endless reasons. The builder must work
very hard to improve a car with system
that is more complicated than the
original carburetor and distributer.

Results

Fear of being ostracized by
traditionalists at car shows has been
dispelled as we are getting good
feedback all around. We realize it is
not a concourse car. The car starts cold
and runs very well at all altitudes. It
pulls so well at lower RPMs that I shift
down half as often and regularly putter though villages under two grand
in fourth or fifth. This setup really
improves power at high altitudes
through increased intake valve size
and better fuel and spark management. With the aluminum head and
radiator, I can pull up mountains, in
hot weather and high gear, without
overheating. Overall power is somewhat improved at sea level mainly
through the cam and 9.5:1 compression. I do not feel the EFI and head
greatly affect peak power. The stock
head and SU carbs are very effective
and should not be dismissed. This
upgrade is too expensive and troublesome for most people. Power junkies
are best served with an engine swap;
at least it saves the sheet metal. After
ten thousand miles, in all weather and
much of it over seven thousand feet
the car runs very well and has not had
any road side surprises.
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Right Hand Drive Conversion

Article and images provided By John Mangles, All British Car Repair

I

was recently contracted by a long
time customer to convert his 1974
MGB from the original left hand
drive to right hand drive. Now, I know
that a lot of you are saying “why?” I’d
like to say it’s because I did this to my
son’s 1973 MGB/GT and it turned out
so good that he just had to have it. But,
I think it’s just because this is what the
customer wanted.
This type of job is not for the faint
of heart or for someone without some
welding or fabrication experience, especially if you’re starting with
a post-1968 US spec, MGB. The
pre-1968 cars are a bit easier as
everything, with the exception of a dash and steering
rack, are already there.
I’ll start with the differences of the later cars.
Although all of the mounting points are present for
the brake / clutch pedal box
assembly and the accelerator cable guide, there are no
provisions for the accelera50
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tor pedal or steering column at the
bulkhead or cowl and only a few for
the steering column brace from the
bulkhead to the square bracing tube
just behind the dash. Everything else
can be switched over from left to right.
I would say the first place to start
is to acquire of all the pieces you’ll
need that you can buy – a used RHD
steering rack and used RHD instrument panel (unless you plan to make
your own instrument panel from
wood). I sourced all of my parts from
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eBay.uk. A good instrument panel,
complete with all the switches and
gauges will cost approximately £200
plus shipping. I’m not sure of the cost
of the steering rack as I was also converting to power steering at the same
time (that’s another story). I would
advise, at this time, to see if the seller
will disassemble the rack to make for
52

a smaller, less expensive shipping container. Depending on
how you want to finish your
car, you’ll also need a “dash
roll” (Moss part # 453-570), a
few lengths of brake / clutch
pipe, and some 20-gauge cold
rolled sheet metal.
While you’re waiting for
your parts (amazingly mine
came in about two days from
the UK!), you can start tearing things down. It’s much
easier to start with the engine
removed so start there. Next,
you’ll remove the seats, front
carpeting, windshield, vinyl
cowl covering, instrument
panel, defroster ducts, steering
column, accelerator pedal,
then the brake / clutch pedal
box along with the master
cylinders, and the steering
column brace.
Once you have your parts
in hand, you’ll notice that the
RHD instrument panel is really just an old steel dash with
some plastic trim used around
the newer, smaller gauges, the
fresh air vents are horizontal,
and where the radio would
have been in an earlier car and
some of the switching is a bit
different. This is where some of
the fabrication starts.
I started by copying the
contour and curve of the RHD
instrument panel and windshield to a piece of the sheet
metal to make a cowl extension and the front edge of the
cowl (two pieces). If this is
done correctly, you won’t damage any exterior paint work.
Tools needed here are a sheet metal
brake and a set of shrinker / stretcher
jaws to make the correct compound
curve to match the front edge of the
dash. I then cut slots in the top of the
dash extension to match the defroster
ducts and mounting holes along with
holes for the center windshield mount
bracket. At this point, use the defroster
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vents to bolt the cowl extension
in place and hold the instrument
panel up for a test fit.
When everything is fitting
to your satisfaction, tack or spot
weld the front edge of the cowl to
the cowl extension. With these
pieces welded, hold the RHD
instrument panel in place to locate the mounting points for the
instrument panel. I bent up some
sheet metal to match the contour
of the center cowl reinforcement
(where the center windshield
mount bolts), cut them to length
(you’ll need three), drilled a 5/16”
hole in all three pieces and welded a
short 5/16” bolt in the hole with the
threaded portion facing down. Now,
loosely bolt these three pieces to the
instrument panel. With the help of
a friend, fit the instrument panel up
to the cowl and mark where the three

pieces will be welded to the underside
of the cowl. You may have to remove
or flatten some of the original cowl
where the original instrument panel
was attached. With the three pieces
welded in place, reinstall the instrument panel and check / adjust the fit.
Now, remove your existing steering rack, if you’ve not done it yet, and
refit the RHD rack. This is the easiest
part. With the rack in place,
start by cutting a hole in
the recess (where a steering
column mount would go)
for the steering column to
come through. Remove the
instrument panel and locate
the steering column brace.
Loosely bolt it in place, because you’ll have to adjust it
for a proper fit.
With the brace loosely
bolted in place, re-install the
instrument panel and loosely
bolt your original steering
The MG Driver • March / April 2015
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column with the three bolts,
adjust the brace and column
for fit then tighten the three
bolts. You may, at this point,
have to shim the rack to get a
proper alignment between the
steering column and rack.
Now, more fabrication
and fitting… On the left side
of your car, from the inside,
cut about 1” back of the cone
where the steering column
bolted to the bulkhead. Using
a spot weld cutting drill bit,
remove the ring with the three
captive nuts from the piece
you just cut off. You will use
this ring, bolted to the steering
column, to fabricate a new
“cone”. With the ring welded
to the fabricated cone, bolt the
cone to the steering column;
bolt the steering column to the
brace while making the hole
in the bulkhead large enough
for the cone to fit through, but
not so big that it can’t be easily
welded in place. Attach the
column to the rack with your
existing universal joint, adjust
the angles so nothing binds
and the steering wheel turns
easily then tack weld the cone
in place. Remove the steering
column and finish welding the
cone, grind the welds smooth
and paint the bulkhead.
More fitting…Before fitting the pedal box, be sure to
remove two, 10-32 phillips
screws and one, small body
plug that are located just inside
the right hand body cavity,
next to where the pedal box
will be located. Then install
the accelerator cable guide
that you originally removed
from the left side of the car,
using the phillips screws that
plugged the mounting holes.
Now is also a good time to fabricate an accelerator mounting
bracket and weld it in place
before fitting the pedal box.
54
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Mount the pedal box and master
cylinders.
On my customer’s car, rather than
moving the brake pressure fail switch
to the right side inner fender and making all new lines, I left it in its original
position and only had to fabricate
two brake lines from the brake master
cylinder. I then made one line for the
clutch master cylinder to slave cylinder. You should now be ready to bleed
your hydraulic systems.
Back inside the car… Remove the
steering column (believe me, it’s much
easier to work with it out) and the instrument panel. Now, prime and paint
the cowl extension that you fabricated
and recover the cowl with vinyl to look
original, install the VIN tag and fit the
new dash roll and windshield.
With the wiring, just flip it over
from left to right and start making
your connections. Inside the engine
bay, you’ll have to either cut the harness covering or pull enough of the
correct wire out to connect to the
brake light switch, or just lengthen
the two brake light switch wires and
reroute them.
Take your fresh air vents out of the
original instrument panel and mount
them in the horizontal opening at the
top of the RHD panel. (This is where
you would normally put a radio. The
center console can then be modified
(if need be) and the radio mounted in
it. Reinstall your steering column and
you’re ready to go.
Two notes on the gauges: 1) The
speedometer that came with your
RHD instrument panel will NOT work
UNLESS you replace the speedometer
cable. The cable fittings on the US
spec gauges are a different size and
will not interchange. 2) Depending on
the model year of your car and or the
model year that your RHD panel came
from, the bezel coloring and lettering
fonts on the gauges are different.
In the end, it turned out great and
the customer was very happy with the
conversion.

The MG Driver • March / April 2015

55

Tech Talk
John Twist
Technical Coordinator
The MGB Driver
Hi John,
Thank you for the great videos. Here’s
an oil leak, I think, not from the usual
places. I can’t seem to find any information on how to fix it. Please read below,
look at the photo attached and offer any
advice. I’ve always had a good coating
of oil on the bottom of my 1966 B with
5-main bearing engine. I didn’t really
worry about it until this past summer
when my clutch started slipping. I’ve
taken the engine and transmission out
to replace the clutch, clean up the engine
compartment and tackle the oil leak. To
my surprise, the rear main seal, the tranny
front seal, timing chain cover, valve cover
and tappet covers were all intact and not
leaking oil. I cleaned the engine and on the
next day there was oil leaking out a hole
in the block. This hole is located below the
rear tappet cover about 3-inches above the
oil pan flange at the top of a bump-out in
the block (see photo attached). The hole
appears to be filled with lead and it is
where the oil is leaking from. I can’t find
any information on this hole but I’m assuming this is how they drill out internal
oil passageways in the engine and then
fill the access hole with lead. How would I
repair this?
Some questions I have are: 1. How
deep does the lead plug usually go in? 2.
How deep is the passageway? 3. If I pound
on the plug in an attempt to expand it, I
worry that it might get pushed in causing
further problems.
Thanks so much,
—Bernie Hall
Bernie,
That plug fills a drilling made
to align the distributor drive gear. I
don’t believe I’ve ever seen one leak.
Since you have the engine out – drill
it out, tap it, and fit a pipe plug.
Here’s how: Remove the distribu56

tor drive gear. Turn the engine to
TDC with the large half of the gear
to the upper left. Use a long 5/16”
bolt (from the air cleaner) to thread
into the center of the gear to allow
you to pull it out. Drill the plug out
with a 7/16” bit. The plug should be
brass and perhaps the lead is someone’s attempt to repair the leak at
some point in the past. The drill bit
will run partway into the plug then
grab it and the whole plug will spin.
Pull it out with the drill still turning.
Thread the hole with a 1/4” NPT tap.
Paint the flutes of the tap with grease
so that the shavings and swarf are
caught in the great and don’t fall
into the sump. Use an Allen driven
1/4” pipe plug and wind it into the
hole -- tight! Replace the distributor drive gear with the large half
topmost. Enter the cam horizontally
and the drive gear will turn anticlockwise until it reaches a 2:00/8:00
or 1:00/7:00 position.
Now I’ve never done this specific
repair. The oil pump drive gear is
also located vertically beneath the
distributor drive gear so there is a
chance that the tap won’t enter the
hole deeply enough to make the
threads you need. If that is the case,
then remove the sump and the oil
pump.
Hi John,
From everything I read about you
and University Motors Limited, you seem
to be the one to ask about an engine code
mystery … I have a 1969 Triumph Spitfire
(that went thru an engine swap/rebuild)
and has an engine code FP21301UCE,
yes a MG Midget engine… my question
is - what year & model engine? Is it for
a California car with emissions? I have
scoured the internet for an engine code
reference chart and the best I can find is
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75-79 1500 MG Midget. Any chance you
can decipher FP21301UCE?
Thanks much,
—Steve LaMonica
		
ProGear Rental
Steve,
What you suggest makes sense. I
can find only the UE suffixes on my
Midget database (I didn’t look at all
of them, just about half). I cannot
find the detail in the dealer updates,
but I KNOW the information is
there someplace. The number 21301
is about March 1976. In the end,
you only want the car to run well, I
expect. Valve lash to 0.010, timing
at 32-degrees BTDC at full mechanical advance, vacuum disconnected.
Vacuum advance is OK, but if it’s a
vacuum retard, disconnect it permanently.
John,
Thanks again for attending MG
2014 in French Lick, Indiana, your rolling
tech session was outstanding as usual
and I am proud to have your sticker on
my valve cover. Gradually for the last
several months it is getting more difficult to shift my 1966 MGB into first
and reverse gears. There is much grinding
while attempting to shift into these two
gears although shifting into other gears
and down shifting into syncro gears not
a problem. It seems like the problem gets
worse the hotter the car and the more I
drive it that particular day. No hydraulic
leaks, but changed the brake master cylinder yesterday and it did not help. Wondering if the hose to the slave cylinder could
be the problem?
Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.
—Ray Graham

and restricts the fluid moving in
and out of the slave; this results in a
slow engagement or a hard pedal on
disengagement. The master cylinder
is bad if it leaks, but it can leak internally and fail to produce the pressure
necessary to move the pushrod at
the slave. That pushrod should move
3/8”- 7/16”. Actually place a ruler or
tape measure next to the clevis pin
and have your associate depress the
clutch pedal. If the movement is
greater than 3/8” then the problem
is mechanical – and you’ll have to
replace the clutch assembly between
the engine and gearbox.
Dear John,
Here in the Netherlands our MG club
has about 2000 members and I believe
there are about 3000 MGs on the road
over here. I would like to know the details
in the USA, have you any idea? Thanks,
kind regards
—Dick Schulz, Holland
Dick,
You ask an interesting question!
Here the MG clubs are factionalized
by model. The national T-club (New
England MG T Register) has about
2000 members. The national MGA
club (North American MGA Register) has about 2000 members. The
national MGB club (North American MGB Register) has about 2000
members. There are smaller organizations: MG Drivers’ Club; American
MGB Association; American MGC
Register, which have fewer members.
There are strong British car
clubs, including Triumphs, Healeys,
etc, in all the larger cities whose
total membership dwarfs the na-

Ray,

There are two
systems at play
here – hydraulic and
mechanical. The
hydraulic is comprised of the master,
the slave, and the
slave hose. If the
slave cylinder is bad,
it leaks; if it’s not
leaking, it’s OK. The
slave hose collapses
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tional clubs. And yet, few owners are
members. Most enthusiasts worship
alone.
The “guess” is that we have
about 120,000 MGs left in the USA,
but that’s just a guess. I do not know
the “guess” for the Triumphs or
Healeys.
Hi John,
I hope you don’t mind me contacting
you, but I have been looking at some of
your really useful videos on MGBs, you are
virtually a permanent fixture in my garage! I have just bought a recently restored
1962 MGB roadster which was delivered
this week – so I a bit of an MG virgin – but
learning quickly.
Please can you help me, the car has
come with the usual soft top, cover, tonneau etc, but I am interested in buying a
works style hard top for use when touring,
please can you let me know if I can use
the hard top with this style of MGB, as
the hood only folds away into the space
behind the seats and does not come off
completely, I think it should work OK but
if you have had any experience it would be
really helpful. Many thanks,
—Stuart Adams, Kent UK
Stuart,
The three hoods (stowaway,
scissors, and Michelotti) are interchangeable. You can use the latest
on the earliest MGB or the earliest
on the latest MGB. Nearly everyone
favors the later Michelotti for which a
zip out rear window is easily purchased.
Both of the folding soft tops will
fit in the cockpit to the rear of the
seats and allow the factory hard top
to sit in its place.
However, the soft
top frame is bulky
in either case, and is
easily removed (six
screws). Bunched
up behind the seats
the hood will shrink.
Better to hang it on
a garage wall and
allow it to stretch
while you have the
hardtop fitted.
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Hello John,
I recently purchased a 1973 MGB.
The car did not come with a top. I’ve been
told the top frames are specific to each
year car by my trim shop. The MG parts
books I look at say that all frames from
1971 to 1980 are the same. Looking for a
clarification of what frame I will need.
Thanks for everything you are doing
to support MG owners. —Jim Czaplicki
Jim,
From 1962 through 1980 there
are three soft top assemblies: stowaway; scissors; and Michelotti. All
three are interchangeable. Most
prefer the Michelotti as the soft tops
are easily available, fit well, and
are available with the zip out rear
window. You will need the frame, the
header bar, the rear bar, the soft top,
the aluminum rail in front, and the
rubber strip for the rail.
John,
Hope all is well, we met a couple of
years ago at the Altoona British Car festival and then last year I took your engine
building seminar in Altoona. I realize you
met many people and might not remember
all of them; I went to dinner with you, Jim
and Lori if that helps, if not maybe the
car helps, I have a 64 B in non-MG light
metallic blue color.
Main reason for the email is not to
check if my sparkling personality is the
cause to remember but I have an engine
question. I’ve recently picked up a 67 right
hand drive MGB/GT. The car has been
sleeping in a garage, in pieces, since 1994
and I’ve taken the challenge to resurrect it.
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Engine is out of the car and has been for
some time, I don’t believe it is the correct
engine, close but not the one that came
in the car, engine number is 18GB-UH-34769.
I am not looking for an excuse to
rebuild an engine, but was planning on
cleaning it up, new seals gaskets and such
and maybe replace the bearings while on
the engine stand. I had the bright idea to
check the compression which has generated this email. My 64 3-main engine
18G H as compression of 165, 160,162
and 158 and was expecting this engine to be similar but…. testing showed
110,110,105, 95. I hooked up a starter
the engine and turned it over with jumper
cables to a battery, temperature was
around 50-degrees in the garage, just in
case the testing conditions may attribute
to the lower reading. When I did my 64, it
was a warm engine and seemed to crank
faster?
So my questions are, is the compression something I should worry about if so
what would be the best method to rectify.
In addition while the engine is on the
stand is there anything else I should do
while convenient.
Best Regards,		
—Rob
Rob!
The only way to get the correct static compression figure is to
remove the head, check the volume
of the combustion chamber, and
do the calculations as we did in the
class. But, you are correct in that the
warmer the engine and the more
quickly it’s turning over the higher
the pressure will be on your gauge.
Also, any engine that
has been sitting has
developed rust on
the valves and seats
and won’t have as
good of a compression as one that’s
been run for a little
while. The figures
you have are beyond
that 10% limit we
talked about – but
again the engine
needs to run before
you can make a determination. We ran

that one at Jim’s during the rebuild
on the bench – you could run this
one on the floor if you can connect
the radiator to it.
If you enjoyed that engine building class, come to our on-site seminars in February. They’re a real treat!
Greetings,
I am replacing the seal that holds the
ERP Switch in place on my 1979 MGB.
The current seal no longer seals against
the radiator and allows coolant to leak out
of the radiator around the seal. The seal
that is currently on my vehicle is more of
a grommet than a bushing (in that it has
a flat side on both ends of the seal). So,
when the seal is in place part of the seal
fits around on the inside of the radiator and the other part is outside sealing
against the radiator. To replace the seal
I ordered part number 542-205 (Bushing for Thermo Fan Switch) from Moss
Motors.
Unfortunately, the bushing that arrived only seals on the outside of the radiator. The fit into the hole is very poor and
causes me concern about an inadequate
seal around the ERP
switch. In your video #209 you mentioned
that a JAG ERP seal is the correct seal to
hold the ERP switch in place. So, now the
big question do you have a JAG ERP seal
that I can purchase or do you know where
I can make that acquisition. I am very
grateful for any assistance you can provide
me with this problem.
Thanks again for all of your in the
past and in the future.
—David Pool
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David,
I have referred to the switch as
an URP switch and seal because the
factory part numbers are URP 1126
and URP 1127. The seal you’ve referenced, the 542-205 is the longer seal.
It is smooth on the outside. If the
rad leaks when the seal and switch
are installed, then there’s something
amiss with the hole in the radiator.
You can hold the switch in place with
a narrowed zip tie as I show in the
video, but that may not keep it from
leaking as you’ve described.
Good day Mr. Twist,
I would like to ask your help and
advice if I may. My MG was parked with
emergency brake engaged for a month or
so. I attempted to drive but the driver rear
wheel was stuck / locked. I investigated
and it appeared the driver rear wheel cylinder would not release when hand brake
was released. I replaced that wheel cylinder, reassembled, and attempted to bleed.
I only get a small amount of fluid when
bleeding either with a tube into container

of fluid or using a Mighty Vac. No pedal
whatsoever. I adjusted the brake shoes on
both rear wheels to lock then backed off
one click – still driver rear wheel cylinder
only allows a small amount of fluid coming through and no pedal.
Brakes / brake system was rebuilt
only a few years earlier and converted to
silicone fluid. There are no indications
of leaks or anything I can readily see
with the master cylinder or other brake
components. Otherwise no problems with
the brakes until this incident. I’m at (or
beyond) my technical ability with this
problem. Any advice is GREATLY appreciated. Best regards, 
—Gary Hancock
Gary,
Try bleeding the “normal” way
with a person in the driver’s seat and
you on the bleeder – bleeder open,
pedal down, bleeder closed, pedal
up, wait several seconds. Silicone
fluid aerates very quickly – repeated
pump of the pedal can do more harm
than good. Slow, deliberate strokes
only when the bleeder is open. If all

this fails, then it must be the rear
hose that is collapsed.
Hi John,
I’m in Brisbane, Australia, and
picked up a 1973 MGB last March. She
was brought out by the original owner
– he immigrated – who bought her
new out of Abingdon. I bought a brand
new 1971 MGB MK II ‘’L” but due to
Navy commitments had to sell her. I
never thought I’d ever see an MGB in
my garage again…
Your videos, obvious great love of
the marque, and sharing of your technical knowledge, have put me under
the car, and given me the confidence
to take on jobs I never dreamt I’d do.
I’m now more besotted by this great
marque thanks to you!
Thanks Mate, please come Down Under
—Andrew Woods
Andrew,
Thanks for the kind note. You are
about 9050 miles from me. If I were
driving an MG, non-stop, assuming
the MG would travel across water,
trading places with the passenger
(and allowing the passenger to
sleep), and we averaged 50 mph, it
would take us about 180 hours, or
nearly eight days. At an average of
25 mpg, we’d burn up about 360 gallons (US) which at today’s depressed
prices (this morning as low as $2.05)
which would cost about $725US. Oil
consumption at 500mile/quart would
be about five gallons. Compared to
the impossibility of getting there by
MG, a $3000 ticket doesn’t seem too
much. Maybe someday!
John,
I am from Grand Haven originally,
but now on the East Coast of Florida near
Vero Beach, north of Palm Beach about 70
miles. I’m the new owner of a 1977 MGB
to be used as an around town driver. My
car is from Arizona – no rust anywhere,
35,000 miles believed to be original
mileage. The previous owner replaced
the distributor with a 25D. Distributor
is marked 41370 D and 26 72. Advance
cam is marked 18-degrees. The vacuum
advance is leaking! I am planning on
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installing a new backing plate with points
and condenser, new cap, and rotor. In
your video you stated 10 to 12-degrees is
optimal! Would that apply to a 77? What
vacuum advance should I get? Current
advance is marked 7-13-3 and 54423989.
According to a chart from Advanced
Distributors the 41370 distributor vacuum advance Spec (Whatever that means)
is 7.13.5 and the 77 is 5.3.10. Can I use a
77 advance on the 25D distributor?
			
—Jerry Jilek
Jerry,
The “best” distributor is the
40897 which was used through 1967,
before emissions came on the scene.
That has a 10-degree advance and
uses ported vacuum. If you have
the Stromberg or a Weber, you have
ported vacuum available. If you send
the distributor to Advanced Distributors, have it returned to that earlier
specification. Those figures (7.13.5)
refer to the advance: advance begins
to move at 7”/Hg, stops moving at at
13”/Hg, and moves a total of 5-degrees). Nearly each year after 1967
has its own unique combination of
advance and vacuum to meet the
standards for that year. Again, the
original, the best distributor was
the first one, unencumbered by the
devices and designs of the EPA.
You can use the distributor, as is.
For best results at high speed, set the
timing at 32-BTDC at full mechanical
advance, vacuum disconnected (usually around 3-4,000 rpm).
Hallo John,
Thanks for the videos it helped me a
lot. I just finished a complete restauration
and cold not do it without you.
Regard from Holland,
—Jaap Don
Jaap!
Dank u voor uw vriendelijke
noot. Mijn zoon - in-law is geboren in
Amsterdam Succes met je MG TF!
John,
I just watched your video on converting my tach from Positive Earth to Negative earth. Do you have the Nisonger part
# for the impulse loop/metal thing or one
I can buy from you? I just assume buy a
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new one before I install the tach in my ‘67
BGT. Thanks,
—Marc
Marc,
You’ll have to contact Peter at Nisonger directly. Remember that the
impulse loop is fitted between the
ignition switch and the power lead to
the coil – or – between the coil and
the distributor.
Dear Mr. Twist,
My name is Jay Kaufman and I
have a 54 TF which my father bought in
55. Dad is now 94 and wanted for me to
keep the car. It last ran around 20 years
ago, and developed a stuck valve. Dad was
a licensed mechanic on aircraft in the 40’s
and did his own work. Unfortunately, I
am not nearly as versed. I know what you
have said about the restoration process,
but I am emotionally attached. Still
remember waiting for dad at the corner
when he was coming home from work, to
get a short ride on the running boards to
our driveway. I’m not sure where to start.
Any advice would surely be appreciated.
I’ll keep watching your videos and try to
learn as much as I can.
Thanks,
—Jay Kaufman
Jay,

Two options: get the car running
for road use the way it looks now – or
– begin a restoration. If you brought
the car here and said “Get it safely
on the road” we might go through
as much as $5,000 just the way it
sits. There’s a complete lubrication
$750, a battery $100, repair to the
gasoline tank (up to $500), complete
brakes (up to $2000), and the engine
/ valve repair (maybe $2000), new
tires ($400). A total resto can easily
cost $100,000. Me? I’d get it up and
running for now. Take your dad on
a ride. Worry about the interior and
exterior down the road.
Hi John,
I found your channel on YouTube

and think the instructional videos are
great especially the way things don’t go as
planned but you get there in the end, it’s
something we can all relate to. I’m currently restoring a 1966 MGB that was imported back to U.K. It was originally sold
in California. I have a question regarding
the brakes – I am lead to believe that the
cars destined for America had a servo fitted to assist the brakes whilst the UK cars
did not. Is this correct? I have also been
informed that the braking system works
just fine without the servo. I guess I would
like an expert’s point of view. Just to give
you some more info I will be rebuilding the
engine as standard with no performance
tweaks. Keep up the good work John!
—Dave, Manchester, UK

I

t saddens me, with a
heavy heart, I must
inform the MG community of the passing of Roger
King. Roger was a loyal
enthusiast who had been a
member of NAMGBR since
its beginning. Many of us
have lost a true friend and
colleague. He was the proud
owner of a 1970 MGB and
a 1969 MGC/GT. Roger was
involved with the planning and execution of MG
1994 in Washington DC,
and was in attendance this
last summer at French Lick
where he shared his passion
with all of us. May you rest
in peace Roger, you are
already missed.

PS: I visited a company called Edge Sweets
on Three Mile road in Grand Rapids a few
years ago. It’s a pity I have only just found
your site as I could have popped in!
Dave!
These are the “rules.” All rules
have exceptions. All of the pre-1968
MGBs that arrived here were fitted with front anti-sway bars and
heaters. None were fitted with brake
servos. The servos were an addon modification. The servo is not
necessary – it only reduces the pedal
pressure. The MGB brakes, as fitted,
are wonderfully suited for use. Nearly
always one can hit the brakes so
hard that the tires lock and squeal. If
you can lock up the brakes then
you don’t need better brakes, you
need better tires. When you cannot
lock up the wheels, then you need
better brakes. The disadvantage of
single circuit brakes (as fitted to the
Home models until about 1978) is
the danger of total failure. With dual
circuit brakes (separated front and
rear), when the front or rear fails,
you still have the rear or front. Those
were fitted to the US spec MGs from
1968 through the end of production.
When you are back in Grand Rapids,
look us up!

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
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Farewell to Roger King
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Anyone wishing to
Donate in Honor of Roger
may do so at: First Baptist
Concord- Counseling Center, 11704 Kingston Pike,
Knoxville TN 37934, in
honor of Roger King.

John Rogers, MGC Registrar
NAMGBR
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Registrars of NAMGBR
Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins • (919) 676-8888

MGB Registrar
Jack Long • (410) 450-1385

343 Spencela Parkway
Forest Hill, MD 21050
mgb@namgbr.net

2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
original@namgbr.net

MGB LE Registrar
Ken Smith •

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith •

PO Box 8645
Goleta, CA 93111
mgble@namgbr.net

MC3955, UCHC, 263 Farmington Ave,
Farmington, CT 06030
hammertongs@namgbr.net

Early Midget/Sprite Registrar
Bruce Hamper • (314) 822-4831

Post Abingdon Registrar
Mark Jones • (519) 862-3763

132 Wildwood Lane
Kirkwood, MO 63122
midget-sprite@namgbr.net

P.O. Box 1203, 510 Albert Blvd.
Corunna, Ontario, NON 1GO Canada
postabingdon@namgbr.net

1500 Midget Registrar
Steve Olson • (816) 452-3540

Next Generation Register
Alex Mantell • 217-552-6033

3540 North Kenwood
Kansas City, MO 64116-2792
1500midget@namgbr.net

2147 CR 1100 N
Sidney, IL 61877
mantellalex@yahoo.com

1974½ MGB Registrar
Dennis Taylor •

5941 Rounder Lane
Holly Springs, NC 27540
1974.5MGB@namgbr.net

CARS FOR SALE
1949 MGTC – Almond Green; home market model,

very nice condition with original drive train. Comes
with weather equipment and tool kit; $28,000 obo.111214

1953 MGTD – Red; runs and drives well. Straight
body and no rust. Doesn’t need work to enjoy, but
could use some TLC to make it a show car.
Currently in Florida. $18,000 obo.

519 Grand Avenue
Ravenna, Nebraska 68869
mgbv8@namgbr.net

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Lloyd Faust •
704 Timber Lake Circle
Southlake, TX 76092-7248
pullhandle@namgbr.net

1977 MGB - Red (a non-MG shade); this car is in
very good and clean shape. The original engine has
been bored out and has an alloy crossflow head,
Weber side-draft carbs, a free-flow exhaust, and a
hot street cam. It runs very well and is a great road
car. $12,000 obo. Bob Mendelsohn,
bob.mgtd@gmail.com or (216) 469-2136 OH
111214
1953 MGTD – Red, runs and drives well. Straight

body and no rust. Doesn’t need any work to enjoy,
but could use some TLC to make it a show car. Currently in Florida. $18,000 OBO.
091014
Very nice condition with original drive train. Comes
with weather equipment and tool kit. Car is in Ohio.
$28,000 OBO.
091014
1977 MGB Roadster –Red (a non-MG shade). This
car is in very good and clean shape. The original
engine has been bored out and has an alloy crossflow
head, Weber side draft carbs, a free flow exhaust,
and a hot street cam. It runs very well and is a great
road car. The car is in Ohio. $12,000 OBO.
Bob Mendelsohn - bob.mgtd@gmail.com
091014
(216) 469-2136 (cell) 		

1974 MGB/GT – Trophy Winner - in its time, this

car won “Best Unrestored MG” three years running,
and one Third in Class (MGB/GT) at the All British Field Meet in Seattle, plus “Best British Car” at
Flashback ‘99. Trophies are not included. Since its
trophy days, it has been repainted in its original color
(Bracken), the front seats have been recovered, the
carpets replaced, and the door seals replaced. This
is a driver. She is showing her age, a few dents and
dings, but would not embarrass you at a local car
show. She comes with two boxes of spare parts, spare
bumpers, two spare Rostyle wheels, spare grille, and
anything else I find in the garage that should go with
the car. Also included are the owner handbook, repair
manuals, sales literature, period advertisements, original bill of sale, and window sticker. My father bought
this car new in 1974 in Portland, OR. Please email
me for pictures. $5500 —Sam Walt (208) 854-9527,
zvbxrpl17@gmail.com ID
		
091014

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox •

998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
1100-1300@namgbr.net

MGC Registrar
John Rogers • (530) 432-9595
18251 Starduster Dr.
Nevada City Ca. 95959
mgc@namgbr.net

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan • (517) 295-3599
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
100kmile@namgbr.net

Selling or Buying an MG?
The MG Driver • March / April 2015

1970 MGB/GT-V8 conversion – Red/black, Buick 215
cu in (3,500 cc) V8 driving through a 5-speed Rover
LT77 transmission and 3.08:1rear axle. Cruise control;
Power sun-roof; Panasport 15” alloy wheels. $15,000
ono. Located in S.E. Michigan; pictures and more
details at www.rastley.com/mgbgtv8; Contact: Rick
Astley 248-760-7531 or Rick@RAstley.com MI 030415

111214

1949 MGTC – Home market model in almond green.

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco • (308) 452-3090
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Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads.
Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to mgslime@swbell.net
or 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing and may be edited for content.
•Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.)
Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable.
The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified A great way
to find or sell that hard-to-find part or that next project.

1973 MGB – Blaze orange ,72385 original miles,
engine rebuilt 4 years ago but presently not running
well, many spare parts, interior needs to be finished.
Asking $2500. E-mail linggdl@outlook.com or call
269-342-2081			
111214
1977 MGB - Original owner car with only 11K miles.
Brooklands Green on tan with over-drive. Original
throughout. Garage stored for extended period. Body
and hood are in predictable exceptional condition.
Many accessories. A unique opportunity Car located
in Ottawa, Canada. Asking $9,000.Contact Ron
Wieleba for details (613) 824-8725
091014

WANTED

Wanted 1967 or older MGB roadster (or Canadian

1968 MGB with metal dash). Looking for a preserved
or restored example or a blend of the two. Would
consider a stalled restoration. I would prefer a car that
has been kept or redone as original-spec or close to it.
Don Scott - tartanredmgb@gmail.com
050613
or call (707) 942-0546 CA

PARTS FOR SALE
A/C Unit – Dealer installed that fits contour under
dash of 1977-80 MGB. Semi-complete with some
missing parts that are available from Moss. Offers?
Bill Holmes, (970) 485-9734 or ahfanatic@gmail.
com CO 			
010214
MGB/GT driver side quarter panel – NOS. (A 457450 in some catalogs or references); $395 + shipping.
Todd Wyatt (320) 980-2010; toddski1000@yahoo.
com MN
			
010214
Performance Parts – like-new Hooker Header

bought new in 1977 for a 1972 MGB (3-into-1) for
$300 obo; a 45mm dual-throat SK side draft carb.
Perfect condition, includes the rare SK tuning manual
for $500 obo. David Bloyed (972) 223-6497 TX 030414

MGB parts - (to “71) 6-blade metal fan $50, Origi-

nal 1970 MGB AM radio and antenna $75, MGB
rubber floor mats and starter cover$100, New MGB/
GT “C” post panels (lt. grey) $50, used MGB/GT upper rear trim panel $10, Front MGB/GT license plate
mount $10, 1970 MGB/GT door pull and mounts $5,
original MGB/GT fender mirror $20, original ash
tray $15, assorted switches.
James Vier, (512) 266-1769, Austin. TX
070814

• May 28-30........ British national Meet, Hot Springs, AR • www.britishnationalmeet.com/

Where 2 ‘B

• June 5-6............ British Car Show, Louisville, KY • britishsportscarclub.com
• June 6............... British Car Show, Kansas City, MO • heartlandmgregional.com

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local
groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MG Driver. Information must include date, location,
and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to The MG Driver
Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

• June 6............... Moss MotorFest, Petersburg, VA • www.mossmotors.com
• June 7............... British Car Show, Clinton, NJ • www.mgdriversclub.com
• June 7............... British by the Sea, Waterford, CT • www.ctmclub.com
• June 8-12........... MG 2015, Niagara Falls, ON • www.mg2015.com

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2015

• June 15-19......... NAMGAR GT-40, Frankenmuth, MI • gt40.namgar.com

• Mar 1................ British Car Show, Ft Myers, FL • www.tswfl.org

• June 19-21......... MG Race Weekend, Mosport, ON • www.mgvr.org

• Mar 7................ Brit Bash, Titusville, FL • www.mgcarclubflorida.com

i

• Mar 22.............. British Car Show, New Orleans, LA • www.bmcno.org

• July 11-12.......... Mad Dogs Show, Kalamazoo, MI • maddogsandenglishmen.org

• Mar 26-29......... BMTA Conference, Kansas City, MO • www.britcar.org

• July 15-19.......... GOF Central, Carmel, IN • www.gofcentral.com

• Mar 28.............. British Car Show, Cayce, SC • www.bccmc.com

• July 15-19.......... British V8 Meet, Indianapolis, IN • www.britishv8.org

• Mar 29.............. Swap Meet, Chicago, IL • www.chicagolandmgclub.com

• July 23-26......... MG Race Weekend, Watkins Glen, NY • www.mgvr.org

• Apr 10-12.......... MG Race Weekend, VIR, VA • www.mgvr.org

• July 25.............. British Car Show, Hudson, NH • www.bcnh.org

• Apr 11............... British Car Show, Williamsburg, VA • www.wmbgbrit.com

• Aug 6-8............. Roadster Factor Summer Party, Armagh, PA • www.the-roadster-factory.com

• Apr 11............... British Car Show, Winter Park, FL • suplicem@yahoo.com

• Aug 8................ UM Summer Party, Grand Rapids, MI • www.universitymotorsltd.com

• Apr 17-19.......... GOF 49, Howey-in-the-Hills, FL • jjs852@aol.com

• Aug 9................ British Car Show, Millwood, WA • greg.a.taylor@comcast.net

• Apr 18............... British Car Show, Pensacola, FL • www.pbca1.com

• Aug 31-Sept 2... MG Race Weekend, Put-in-Bay, OH • www.mgvr.org

• Apr 19............... British Car Show, Jupiter, FL • www.wheelsacrossthepond.com

• Sept 13.............. British Car Show, Palatine, IL • www.britishcarunion.com

• Apr 20-24......... British Car Bash, Key West, FL • www.keywestbritishcarclub.com

• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, Ocean Grove, NJ • http://pedc.org/

• April 25-26........ British Extravaganza, Buttonwillow, CA • www.svra.com

• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

• April 26............. Queens English, Van Nuys, CA • www.queens-english.org

• Sept 19-20......... British Invasion, Stowe, VT • www.britishinvasion.com

• May 2............... Britfest, Succasunna, NJ • www.mgccnj.org
• May 15-17......... British Small Bore Racing Festival, Eagles Canyon, TX • www.corinthianvintagerace.com
• May 17.............. British Car Show, Columbus, OH • www.buckeyetriumphs.org

Joe Hahn MGB

• Sept 26.............. British Car Show, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccwnc.org
• Oct 2-4.............. Concours, French Lick, IN • www.frenchlickconcours.com
• Oct 4................. British Car Show, Waynesboro, VA • www.svbcc.net

• May 17.............. British Car Show, Dixon, CA • chairman@ubscc.org
Ted Schneider
Two Bracken MGB GTs

• June 25-28........ British Car Show, Walla Walla, WA • www.idahobritishcars.org

• Oct 15-18.......... British Car Show, Macon,GA • www.semgtr.org
• Oct 24............... British Car Show, Safety Harbor, FL • www.tbahc.com
Joe Hahn MGB

George Van Horn - 1980 MGB.

Paul Cantin - MGC GT

Dale Schiller - MGB

Jack Orkin MG Midget

Address Service Requested
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