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s is tradition, the September-October issue of The
MG Driver is focused on our summer convention. For
those of you unable to make it to French Lick, Indiana, for MG 2014, you missed a great time. However, you
should be able to live vicariously through the pages that
follow as well as through the always excellent photo essay
by Charles de Bourbon.
I’d like to put a call out for more Readers Rides. I’m
pretty much out of them and am hoping to show off your
babies. Also, it’s been awhile since we’ve had anything on
conversions and I’d like to run a few especially on the GM
V6 and the Ford 302 conversions.

Greg Moors

Front:

Concours top point winner Dennis Cestra

Back:

French Lick Resort decorated with MGs
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Chairman’s Chat

M

Alan Magnuson
Chairman
NAMGBR

G 2014 was a wonderful event
that provided plentiful opportunities for MG camaraderie in
the exceptional facilities of the French
Lick Resort. Thank you to the event
organizers for the many thoughtful
hours of preparation to make all attendees feel welcomed.
I want to thank the registrars and
coordinators who welcomed members
in the Registration area and throughout the event. The Hawkins added new
folks to the Original Owner Register.
Dennis Taylor was delighted to see
the large contingent of 1974 1/2 cars
and owners. Jai Deagan handed out a
number of 100,000 mile certificates.
Steve Olson shared his love of the
1500 Midgets with fellow owners. It
was tough to tell if Mark Jones and the
Post Abingdon Register or John Rogers
and the MGC Register were having the
most fun.
Bob Gloyd had a very nice, diverse
group of MGBs, a MGC, and a Midget
in the Concours competition. Connie
Wyckoff keeps coming up with new
regalia for NAMGBR and had great
MGC Register regalia as well. John
Twist continued his very successful
rolling Tech Session. Charles de Bourbon used his art skills to set up the MG
2014 event program which the local
committee greatly appreciated. Special
thanks to Chaz and Kim for bringing
the NAMGBR tent, tables, chairs, etc to
the event.
In previous issues this year I have
written about MG models from the
1920s to the 1950s in celebration
of the 90th Anniversary of MG, the
Marque of Friendship. This month I’ll
continue with the MGA, Magnette,

6
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Midget development, and Racing/Record setting.
1952 EX 175 was shared with
BMC management as the model to
replace the MG TD. 1954 EX175 spare
frame became EX179 records car with
a body resembling Goldie Gardner’s
MG. Powered by the 1466cc XPEG
engine, George Eyston and Ken Miles
set a record of 153.69 mph. 1955 BMC
had approved the Abingdon Competitions Department. The ZA Magnette
had placed 1, 2, and 3 in Silverstone
Production Car Class Race. Racing
publicity propelled the ZA Magnette
to outsell the TF by a 6 to 1 margin.
John Thornley planned to announce
a new MG sports model in June, just
prior to the 24 hour of LeMans where
three were to race as production
models. However due to production
body delays, MG entered EX182 as a
prototype aluminum bodied racing car. Two of the three EX182 cars
completed 24 hours placing 5th and
6th in their class. The MGA 1500 was
introduced in the fall of 1955. After
the LeMans success of EX182 work
began on EX186, a streamlined MGA
based race car with a 1489 twin cam
engine. ZB Magnette model unveiled
with additional horsepower.
1956 MGA Coupe introduced.
EX179 fitted with a twin cam 1489cc
engine covered ten miles at 170.15
mph at Bonneville Salt Flats. ZB Magnette two color Varitone model. Nancy
Mitchell won the Ladies’ Rallying
Championship of Europe in MGAs and
Magnettes. 1957 EX179 sets speed record of 143.47 mph at Bonneville with
a 948cc super charged engine. Publicity generated from this record set the
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stage for a future new “midget” model.
The tear drop shaped EX181 with a
1466cc supercharged 290 hp twin cam
engine set a speed record of 245.64
mph. 1958 In July MG introduced the
1588cc Twin Cam with four wheel
Dunlap Disc brakes and center lock
wheels. A private entry Twin Cam finished 3rd in the 1958 Tourist Trophy.
Twin Cams finished with 30 place
finishes in 32 races over a two year
period. The Austin-Healey Sprite with
the 948cc engine was introduced, the
first sports car to offer unibody construction. 1959 MGA 1600 production
begins with front disc brakes. ZB production ceases and the Magnette Mark
III is introduced. Twin Cams win the
Silverstone GT Race. Two Twin Cam
coupes finished 2nd and 3rd in class at
Sebring 12 Hour. EX181 returns to the
Salt Flats with super charged engine
bored to 1506cc to compete in the 2.0
litre class. Phil Hill drives to a record
254.91 mph.
1960 Ted Lund races Twin Cam
coupe at LeMans winning the 2.0
litre class. 1961 MGA Mark II with
1622cc introduced with an inset

grill and horizontal tail lights. The
Abingdon designed MG Midget Mark
I/Austin-Healey Sprite Mark II is
introduced. Two 1600 De Luxe coupes
finished 1st & 2nd in class at Sebring
12 Hour. Twin Cam production ceases
with 2,111 produced. 1962 1600 De
Luxe and MGA Mark II De Luxe versions were produced with leftover special wheels and Twin-Cam four-wheel
disc brakes, or using complete modified Twin Cam chassis. The 100,000
MGA produced spring of 1962.

MGA production numbers

1955-1959       1500                58,750
1958–1960      Twin Cam       2,111
1959–1960      1600                31,501
1960–1962      1600 Mark II   8,719
Peter Neal, Kimber House Archivist shared, “John Thornley wanted
to call the MGA Twin Cam the MGB
but the marketing people didn’t think
there was enough of a difference to
justify a letter change.” We’ll save the
MGB for another chapter.

Alan

Letter of Intent
To the members of NAMGBR:
I cannot believe how fast the past
two years have sailed by. While my
wife and I were attending MG 2012
in Dillard, Georgia, I finally made
up my mind to run for the Secretary
position of the North American MGB
Register.
My original decision was made
when an MG owner approached me
at a car show and thanked me for
everything NAMGBR did for its members. He explained the value of the
Mutual Aid Directory and how enjoyable it is receiving The MG Driver every other month. Why wouldn’t you
want to serve in an organization that
does all that, I thought?
After the election, there was a bit
of a learning curve, as there would be
8

with any new job, but I believe that
we have settled into a good routine.
It has been an enjoyable experience
working with all of you, and I would
like the opportunity to work with
you again.
Well, here we are two years
later and I had to decide if I want
to continue serving the members
of NAMGBR as their Secretary. In a
word…YES!
So when the ballots go out to
the Chapters in September, please
consider voting for Bruce Wyckoff
for Secretary of the North American
MGB Register.
Thank You!
Bruce C. Wyckoff
NAMGBR 0-109
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Secretary’s Report

G

Bruce Wyckoff
Secretary
NAMGBR
reetings All! Let’s start by welcoming the new members that have joined
NAMGBR since our last issue of The MG Driver.

			
Steve Dezso
Austin, TX
			Andy York
Whitestown, IN
			
H. Robert Vann
Virginia Beach, VA
			
Carol   Whitney 	 Jordan, MN
			
Jeffery Dieleman     Washington, IA
			
Jerome Keller
Green Lane, PA
			George Low
Gloucester, MA
			
Garland Kinslow 	 San Antonio, TX
			
James   Webb
Huntington, IN
			
Jim Lowda
Toms River, NJ
			Marcus Tetzlaff
Foristell, MO
			
Randy Cohn
Prairie Village, KS
			
Lynn Jones 	
Jonesborough, TN
			
James   Cavanaugh Torrington, CT
			
Brian & Edith Hajek Columbus, OH
			Robert Eft
Thomasboro, IL
			James Feyrer
Hanover, NH
			
William Johnson Fall River, NS Canada
			Jennifer Baker
Fishers, IN
			Michael Burr
Jacksonville, FL
We had a number of new members join while attending MG 2014 in French
Lick. I hope you all had a good time and are making plans on attending MG 2015
in Niagara Falls next June.

Mutual Aid Directory
This time of year, I receive a number of emails from the members noting
potential changes in the Mutual Aid Directory. Thank you for the updates.
It is hard to monitor repair shops around the United States and Canada and
when a member sends me a note to say a shop is now closed or a new shop has
opened in town, that makes my job so much easier.
If your contact phone number needs to be changed, please let me know that
as well. Many of the members are changing to their cell phones as their primary
contact number. Whatever number you use…thank you for offering to help a fellow member of NAMGBR that might be in distress.

Bruce
The MG Driver • September / October 2014
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Ken’s Korner

MGC Registrar
John Rogers
MGC Registrar
NAMGBR

F

rench Lick Resort in Indiana provided an excellent setting for MG
2014. This was the first opportunity for the MGC sub-register to debut
its presence. Upon their arrival the 29
MGC owners were given NAMGC Register decals. The NAMGCR logo was
also available on a number of regalia
items of which many members took
advantage.
The four-day event had many
MGC-specific events along with other
scheduled activities. All were well
attended – from the MGC breakfast
where everyone introduced themselves, to the Walking Tour seminar of
the MGC presented by Rick Ingram.
It was great to see the participation at
these events and the MGC members
“Meet the Officers” gathering. This
open discussion was reassuring to the
MGC owners as they will always have
an MGC Register within NAMGBR.
One of the more fun activities was
the 40-mile drive to dinner at Spring
Mill Park with the MGCs parading
together. The last day was the car show
where MGCs had two classes, Roadster
and GT. At the awards banquet three
awards were given for each class, plus
an award to the Hastings for their
MGC’s second-place entry in the Concours Class.
We also were privileged to have
exclusive MGC parts supplier Robert
Kirk on hand selling his goods and
showing new items he has made available. I talked with him as he packed up
and he expressed how excited he was
to finally meet his clients. The MGC
membership seemed to enjoy the
relaxed atmosphere of this event, and
some have made their reservations for
MG 2015 in Niagara Falls, Canada.
My trip to MG 2014 was a great
learning experience. It was fulfilling
10

to finally meet everyone in person and
enjoy the comraderie. I made notes
from our conversations to better our
register. With these ideas, opinions,
and suggestions, the future of the
MGC Register will get better and better. Already I’m making plans to talk
with Peter Mittler (MG 2015), and Rick
Ingram (MG 2016), to discuss MGCspecific events. The philosophy will
be to have fun with our cars and make
friends with fellow enthusiasts.
I hope you had the opportunity
to sign onto Facebook and join the
NAMGBR page. If you did, you were
able to follow my round-trip adventure
to French Lick in my ’69 CGT, (C-Rod).
I logged 4844 miles with only a few
side trips, with one being a surprise
drop-in on Chuck Hassler in Monument, Colo. He couldn’t make the trip
due to a needed surgery. Luckily, he is
on the mend and doing great, hopefully getting his C ready for Niagara.
The nine months of preparing CRod for this trip paid dividends. I had
no breakdowns of any kind, got 24.8
miles to the gallon, the heat wasn’t
too bad, and my interior redo job
kept me very comfortable even on an
800-mile day. About the only thing I’d
prepare differently would be to add an
air conditioner, which I intend to do
on our ’68 CGT. Somehow it was the
topic at the banquet when Rick Ingram
announced MG 2016 in Louisville and
added that California Chrome (our ’68
CGT) will be at Churchill Downs for
the opening ceremonies.
Contact me with your ideas,
suggestions and what you expect or
want from your North American MGC
Register. Contributing articles and
pictures for The MG Driver are always
welcome about you and your MGC.
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Article and images
provided by Ken Smith

he Editor tells me that space is short in this issue so I’ll get on with my bit
right away! I thought I had every MGB Brochure which was ever producedbut recently a friend visiting with me proved me wrong! He kindly gave
me a small brochure dated from May 1962 entitled “Hats off to the new MGB”.
Issued by the Hambro Automotive Corporation on behalf of the British Motor
Corporation this tiny eight page brochure black and white measures only 6” X 3”
and is apparently quite a rare piece. I’ve certainly never seen it before and I will
have more to say in my next column in The MG Driver. Thanks to Dick Mullins
for lending me this rare brochur
Meanwhile I am letting the editor have scans of the piece for him to select
suitable examples for your interest.

Ken

John
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Readers Ride

M

By Saul Klein

G Midget Black Tulip/
Black, Built 4/1979
with 49,700 miles
- Purchased 3/2007 with
26,600 miles showing. It has
a Spitfire Overdrive J-type
installed Feb. 2012, Weber
DGEV, de-smogged engine,
Pertronix ignition, Body color
painted bumpers, DIY new
black vinyl zip-out hood/top,
stainless braided brake hoses,
luggage rack. Future plans
- maybe replace springs &
shocks. Drive, Drive, Fun!
Our son Ross, gave me
a 1970 MGB as a retirement
present in July, 2000. In
2005 Ross gave me a 1989
Jaguar XJS V12 convertible,
so we sold the MGB to my
neighbor. After a year or so, I
really missed the “MG driving
experience” where you get a
“grin” on your face at 50 mph,
versus the need to go over
100 mph in the Jag to just get
that same grin. So, I searched
on cars.com and found my
1979 Midget in Mt. Dora,
Florida.

12
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The carburetor had been
replaced with a Weber at a
local garage, and not installed
properly, messing up the
crankcase ventilation, etc.
causing oil to badly spray out
the dipstick tube. Also, the
brakes needed repaired. After
I took a test drive, I realized
the potential of the Midget,
and settled on a “good”
price. I have put over 22,000
wonderful “hobby” miles on
“Sir Malcolm”, having only to
“correct” the crankcase pressure problem (a rubber hose),
and replaced the complete
brake system, including master cylinder.
In April 2008, I had
Malcolm’s original Leyland
White re-sprayed “MG Black
Tulip”, a dark purple, including the “rubber” bumpers.
We attended many events,
including trips to Tallahassee,
Miami, Jekyll Island, and Dillard, Georgia, and drove “Tail
of the Dragon”.... Oh, and I do
get that grin, starting around
40 mph in the Midget ...
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Sounds like a great show and it is
definitely in a great location – I have
a lot of happy memories from being
there at MG 2012.

Letters to the Editor
Dear NAMGBR,
My wife and I were cruising US 150
when we broke-down about four miles
east of Shoals, Indiana, Wednesday, 18
June 2014. I thought it was the fuel pump.
An Indiana State Police Officer kindly
gave me a ride to and from the NAPA store
in Shoals, where I obtained a new pump.
As I was beginning to install it, Bob
Bentzinger stopped with his Tundra MGB,
and offered assistance. We installed the
pump; it worked, but no joy.
He suggested pulling the bases from
the HIF4s to see if the float valves had
become stuck due to bad gas – again, no
joy. He pulled a couple of spark plugs to
ascertain their condition, and they looked
good.
He made a couple of calls to someone
in French Lick who suggested a vacuum
leak. I cranked the car. He felt for suction
and said it didn’t feel right. I wanted to
feel what he felt, and had my wife crank
the car; I felt the same sensation of low
vacuum as did Bob.
Then I noticed a missing Allen screw
I had placed in the intake manifold. I had
my wife crank it again, with my finger
over the hole. “Vrrrooooom!!”
We both had “that look” on our
faces when we discovered the problem. I
removed a 1/2” bolt from the radiator support, Bob screwed it in, and all was good
with the Prince again!
I just want you to know that Bob
Bentzinger went well above the call of
duty to assist us. Most people would not
have stayed with us for 2 1/2 - 3 hours. I
learned a lot from him.
MG people are the Best!
Regards, —
 Jim Kransnansky
Dunnville, Kentucky
I’ve known Bob for years. He could
never leave a fellow MG owner
stranded plus the man does not
have a mean bone in his body. The
true embodiment of The Marque of
Friendship!
14

removed while trying to find the replacement clip)
—Ron Ramer

Bruce Wyckoff received the following
note from our man in The Netherlands
Beste Bruce,
Thanks for your message! I love
receiving The MG Driver, it’s a very
interesting magazine. Unfortunately,
due to the huge amount of water between
Europe and the US, I’m not able to attend
your meeting. ;-) But I love reading about
them. It seems like you’re having a lot of
fun over there.
In the meantime I’ll be representing
the NAMGBR here in Holland. I often
get questions about the grill badge on my
BGT.
Met vriendelijke groet,
Best regards, —Torsten Faruhn
Dear NAMGBR,
Announcing the 2014 Southeast
British Car Festival in Dillard Georgia
hosted by the Peachtree MG Registry in
Atlanta. This biannual event, started in
the early 1990’s, has grown in importance
and stature over the past few years as it
has shifted from an all MG event to an all
British Car show. After the Peachtree MG
Registry hosted the NAMGBR National
Show in 2012, the Southeast Festival has
been expanded to build on everyone’s
great experiences and this year is sanctioned by both NAMGBR and NAMGAR.
This event will take place, at the
award winning Dillard House from September 18 to 21 when the Georgia weather
is perfect for stimulating drives on some
of the most beautiful roads in Americaincluding the challenging 11 mile, 318
turn Tail of the Dragon. The show will
continue to feature MG’s along with all
British marques. The Southeast British
Car Festival also includes a full schedule
of technical and social events. To make
the show more appealing to those living
a bit further away, the Festival has been
expanded to a 4 day/3 night event.
For more information go to: Southeast British Car Festival
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Robert,
The MG was ready for prom last
night.I woke up to a phone call at midnight saying it was starting to rain lightly
and they could not latch the top. Off to assist. The top was easy but the car wouldn’t
restart. I suspect a starter relay. Jenna
learned how to jump start a manual.
—Jim Hager, Kansas City MG Car Club
Jim – now that’s a magical prom
night to remember!!
Robert,
After upgrading my 1966 MGB with
a high-torque starter you connect 12v
live to a pole on the top side of the starter
(instead of buried in a solenoid on the
inner fender). No big deal. But, the next
time you unclip the distributor cap clip
(to inspect distributor points), the lower
clip falls onto the starter electrode and a
major short occurs! Step back, after a few
seconds it burns through the clip and the
fire goes out!
Now you’re faced with trying to buy
a replacement clip for the distributor cap/
distributor body, a part not broken out. If
the wiring survived the engine fire.
Please alert anyone replacing their
starter with the high-torque unit. Add
insulation to the top of the battery to
starter connection! See photo (distributor

Thanks Ron – hopefully this will save
someone a lot of heartache
Robert,
You have me confused! I just opened
the newest magazine and on both the
front cover and rear cover are Sprites. Several years back when our club, Lawrence
All British Car Club joined NAMGBR it
was my understanding that Sprites “had
another club to belong to”. I registered
only my MGB, and my two Sprites felt left
out. So are the Sprites now welcome to be a
part of the club?
—James McKenzie
Reply from Bruce Hamper, Early
Midget and Sprite Registrar
James,
Welcome to the new Early Midget/Sprite Register of NAMGBR. Last
year, I promoted inclusion of the
Sprites in our Midget Register. As a
result, the NAMGBR officers created
two registers; An MG Midget-AH
Sprite Register for the earlier 19611974 models and a 1500 MG Midget
Register for the later Midgets with
the 1500 engine (1975-1980). I’m
encouraging Midget/Sprite owners
to join and register the Sprites as well
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as Midgets. They really are the same
car with different badges.
I’ve attached a registration form.
You can fill it out and send it to me
by email or regular mail. You can
also send the information to me by
email without using the form if you
prefer. I can send you an electronic
copy of the ‘Registration Certificate’.
This is a change - Sprites are
now welcome! And I’m primarily
the culprit for this change! I’m glad
the officers have backed me up and
even dedicated an entire issue of The
Driver to Midgets/Sprites.
Just a little background - I was a
long time owner of an MGB roadster and am a long time member
of NAMGBR. The MGB has moved
on, however I currently have two
Sprites which are both entered in
the Register. That’s my blue Sprite
on the front cover of the last issue of
The Driver. I think we had a good
balance with this issue; a Sprite and a
Midget on the back and front covers.
Cheers, —Bruce Hamper
Early Midget/Sprite Registrar
Robert,
After attending Bob Bentzinger’s
amazing Electrical Tech Session at MG
2014 in French Lick, I came away with
some valuable information about MG
electrical systems. One of the many suggestions Bob brought up was about adding
relays to existing electric systems on our
MG’s horns, brake light systems, etc, to
help cut down on electrical failures. I may
be adding some relays to our own MG’s
and I thought about how I could keep track
of the work that I would be doing so future
owners would not be referring to me as a DPO.
What I thought of was
to make a copy of the
wiring diagram of our
car. I could then mark
on the diagram where
a relay was located
in the circuit, adding
more detailed information at the bottom or
off to the side about
where the relay was
specifically located on
16

the car and what type of relay was fitted.
This way if there was a relay failure, I or
the next owner would know exactly where
to look and what might be needed for the
repair. I am already using a simple/similar
system of keeping track of inline fuses that
have been added to some factory unfused
circuits.
Food for further thought: Make sure
you keep all instructions, notes, diagrams,
and references for any modifications
made to your car. This could make it much
easier in the future if repairs or replacements are needed.
—Tony Shoviak
MG Car Club Southwestern Ohio Centre
Great idea Tony!
Dear Editor,
In 2013 the MG brigade of clubs
around the world celebrated fifty years
of MG production, from 1929 through
to 1980. (longer if we count the BMW
production for another five years). Some
owners and or past owners continue to
blame the British Government for closing
the Abingdon factory but I would also suggest that the loss of the MG Sports Car can
in many ways, be blamed on the company
itself and its attitude to the changing
market. To run virtually the same car for
seventeen years and expect the public to
still desire the vehicle is at best wishful
thinking. The car was not the Model T
Ford that sold for eighteen years neither
was the market. Rather than design a
more modern vehicle the company reduced
the performance of the car, stuck large
rubber bumpers on the front and rear and
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increased the price with every so called
modification. I have to admit that my
1970 MGB with overdrive is a nice car
to drive and admire but a few years after
this car saw the light of day the style and
design took a serious turn for the worse
not to mention the performance.
A new MG sports car around
1972/73 would have saved the breed, and
the share of the market. By 1979 the demand for the MGB this side of the Atlantic
was virtually gone while the last shipment
of the car ended up in a warehouse, not
in any Dealers showroom. In the fullness of time they were sold off well below
the original price and/or shipped back
to the UK. A great car that through poor
management and no real investment for
the future died after fifty years of being
a house hold name. Even today you can
go almost anywhere in the world and say
MG, I guarantee that someone’s face will
break into a smile. —Geoff Wheatley
Geoff, I always heard that it wasn’t
for lack of trying that MG didn’t get
to replace the MGB – it was politics
and poor management at BL. Makes
me wonder how things might have
turned out if they would have realized that MG was their crown jewel!

Robert,
I found a MGC on the cover of Living France magazine out of the UK.
—Richard Liddick
Richard – Are you already planning
your retirement?
Sir,
I am a member of NAMGBR and attended
the Reno meeting a few years back. My
membership number is 21-7897. I have a
couple of questions:
1)I was paging through my latest edition
of MG Driver and couldn’t find a reference
for article submission. What is the process
to do that as I have a couple of articles I
could submit for publication? 2) I believe
I had registered my 1978 MGB under my
name/membership. However, I have sold
that. What is the process of removing my
association with that car? 3) I now have a
1976 MGB what is the process of registering that car?
Thanks, —William “Tom” Doyle
Tom, you can just email me your
articles and any photos. To give
you a good guide, one page is approximately 600 words. The photos
should be as large as you can make
them to send for the best quality
(putting photos in Word documents often causes issues). Keep
the photos as separate files and
don’t try to do any special layout
work because we have to put it in
a particular format for The Driver.
The second and third questions
will need to be addressed to the
MGB Registrar. His name is Jack
Long and his email address is:
MGBregistrar@gmail.com. Jack can
look up the 1978 and remove your
name if it is still attached. He can
also give you instructions on how
to register your 1976 MGB.
Hi Robert,
Someone on the MG Experience
website visited Abingdon in 1976 and
was allowed to take photos. They just
had them digitized and posted here.
www.geevee.nl/mg-factory-abingdon—Pete Westbay
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MGB V8 & Modified Register

S

ummer is finally upon us and it’s
has been a long hard winter for
some, especially on the east coast.
Since I moved to Nebraska in 2011, I
have enjoyed being the “few” British
Cars in the area (a lot of Detroit steel
out here); but after attending several
of the local area car show events, the
V8 has gained some respect from all. I
especially like the pleasure of driving
in this vast state (it’s 30 miles to the
nearest major city), and to be able to
put the car in fifth gear, cruise at 65

18
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By Mike Grieco

MPH or better on the open road, for
long distance before having to shift
again. Also there is little traffic. Well
on to better things…
Recently, I had to upgrade my
exhaust system because the existing one finally was breaking down.
I decided to put dual exhaust system
on the car to let it breathe. I had the
local mechanic install the system
while I assisted him on the design and
installation (he had the pipe bending
machine). Chris is an excellent me-
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chanic and races cars in Kearney and
other areas.
I used a Thrush H-type muffler.
The smallest unit I could find was dual
intake outlets at 2-1/4”, so we cut the
ends off and welded reducers right
into the muffler (1-3/4”). The design
allowed a simple installation of the
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dual pipes, without any modifications to the gas tank or anything else.
I used electrical 7/8” uni-strut and
1-1/2”uni-strut pipe clamps to secure
the exhaust system in place and made
simple modifications to the existing
support hangers (using the original
MG hangers).
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The car sounds great, like a GTO
or Corvette, and it performance has
greatly improved.
NOTE: with the fuel injection system
I had to allow the system to discharge
and re-set the default codes back to its
basic then re-start the system over again.
This allowed for all fault codes to clear
(mainly the IAC).
An article written about batteries
by Dave Braun in the latest MG Driver
was very good. I would like to add
some other ideas. I installed a Group
26 R (closed unit) battery into the car.
These batteries are labeled “R” for
reverse polarity on the posts, no big
deal to install, may have to lengthen
one of the cables. These batteries are

mainly used for emergency generators.
They have a longer shelf life (about 7-8
years) and a quicker charge time with
greater outputs. These batteries are
especially useful for cars that are not
driven on a daily routine.
On the subject batteries, I purchased a battery charger at my local
NAPA store. It is an electronic charger
with many special features to charging. It is self-monitoring and will actually put the battery into a “exercising
phase” which will cause the battery
to discharge then re-charge it again.
It can indicate either the voltage or
percent of charge. It has either 6-volt
or 12-volt settings, charge three types
of batteries (Gel, Dry, or Standard),
and 3-amp ranges. It is made by Solar,
Prologix Model# PL-2310. They also
make a larger version.
Well I hope the info is useful and
have a great driving summer.
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Disk Brakes

By Dave Braun
Minnesota MG Group

The front calipers on the other
hand are designed to clamp
perpendicularly against a
rotating brake disk (or rotor)
which is installed in the same
plane as the rotation of the
wheel.
A deeper explanation
would start with the comment
that the size of the pistons in
the calipers is many times the
diameter of the master brake
cylinder piston. All things being equal, the volume of fluid
moved by the master cylinder
must be equalized between the
master cylinder and the four
(two in each caliper), much
larger caliper pistons. As a
result, the brake caliper pistons
only move a small fraction
of the master cylinder movement. This smaller distance
and the larger surface area create a large force multiplication.
This cross section of the brake caliper from the Workshop
Calipers use this powerful hyManual which shows the caliper, pistons, seals and dust
draulic force multiplication to
seal retainer.
clamp the brake pads against
n the past we’ve talked about brake
the disk (or rotor) slowing or
fluid types, the Pressure Differeneven locking up the wheel depending
tial Warning Assembly (PDWA) on
on the coefficient of friction of the tire
dual circuit brakes, and the imporwith the surface of the road. With the
tance of maintaining your brakes and
release of the brake pedal the rotation
fluid. But we’ve never really discussed
of the brake disk moves the brake pads
the brake calipers, and in fact, doing so an almost imperceptible distance from
is probably long overdue.
the disk resulting in a quick and sure
Brake calipers are decidedly
application the next time around, and
different from rear wheel cylinders.
as a bonus makes the brake calipers
Although both are hydraulic in nature, completely self adjusting as long as the
wheel cylinders simply expand, pushfluid is topped off in the reservoir ocing a set of shoes against the brake
casionally. Prior to the advent of disk
drum. The brake drum is rotating with
brakes, in order to cope with the adthe wheel and the force is applied in a
ditional braking force required in the
radial fashion. In single wheel cylinfront due to weight shift under brakder systems the action of the rotation
ing, drum brakes with multiple wheel
tends to tighten one shoe against the
cylinders to make both shoes leading
drum, while the other shoe is more or
were used on the front of MGs.
less trying its best to stay in contact
The MGB caliper is of the nonwith the drum. We call these the leadsliding variety. This means that the
ing and trailing shoes respectively.
caliper is fixed to the steering swivel

I
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and that there are pistons on each side
of the disk to push the pads against the
disk. On sliding calipers, there are only
pistons on one side of the caliper and
the opposite pad is perched against the
caliper itself. The entire caliper floats
on slides in a sturdy bracket to create
the movement needed for engaging
the opposite side.
It goes without saying that the
goals of the caliper is to contain the
hydraulic fluid under static and pressurized positions; keep our constant
enemies of dirt, moisture, and acids
from the internals; and provide an
equal application and release of the
force to the pistons which are in turn
acting on the brake pads. To do all of
this the bores in the brake calipers
are carefully sized to the pistons,
with allowances (and grooves) for the
hydraulic seals which are rings with a
square cross section. The pistons are
highly polished to resist corrosion, and
replacements are available in stainless
steel. The upper dust seals are rings as
well, but have a pair of thin flanges at
their edge which contact the piston,
and are held in place by a formed
sheet metal retainer. The halves of the
caliper can be separated, although
it is typically not necessary, but you
can get the internal seals if you decide
to go this route. Be warned though
prior to splitting the caliper that the
workshop manual requires in addition

to new seals, new clamping bolts and
lock plates, neither of which are currently available.
As long as we were rebuilding
Maggie’s brake system and switching
to DOT 5 Silicone fluid, which for my
purposes requires a thorough cleaning and rebuilding of all the components, it was a good time to inspect the
calipers, their pistons and seals, and
replace and refurbish as needed. This
meant Maggie was already on sturdy
jack stands and well supported. The
calipers are easiest to rebuild on the
car, but only if you intend to leave the
exterior of the calipers as found, which
in Maggie’s case was pretty grungy.
However to proceed in this manner
simply siphon some brake fluid from
the brake master cylinder reservoir
to provide room in the reservoir for
fluid as you push the pistons back
into the calipers. Bend back the tabs
on the bolts that hold the calipers to
the swivel axle and remove the bolts,
then clear the caliper from the brake
disk and suspend the caliper from a
wire or bungee so you are not stressing the brake hose. Remove the brake
pads by bending back the long cotter
pins, withdrawing them, and removing the anti-rattle brackets as well. The
pads will now pull straight out of the
calipers. When we inspected Maggie’s
brake pads, there was still some life on
them, but since we were completing an

The MG Driver • September / October 2014

23

entire brake job, replacing them was a
no-brainer.
Clean the outer surfaces of the
brake caliper as completely as possible
removing all traces of dirt and cleaning fluid. Clamp the piston to the
mounting half of the housing, driving
it back into the housing to make some
room for the other piston to move
out, and have an assistant use gentle
pressure to push on the brake pedal.
The rim side piston should come free,
sometimes with a pop, so make sure
you have something to catch the
perished brake fluid. Alternatively, the
piston might just come out far enough
for you to grab it and twist it free. Remove the old seal from the inner bore
with a blunt tool being careful not to
damage the bore or the seal groove.
Remove the old dust retainer and dust
seal by prying with a screwdriver.
The new seal kit will come with fluid
seals and dust seals (which have a split
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lip on the face that goes towards the
piston) and new dust seal retainers.
Inspect the pistons for smooth surfaces
and discard any that are suspect. New
kits can also be purchased with new
pistons, so you may want to be prepared to replace the pistons.
Clean the bores with brake
fluid and a lint free cloth. Any corrosion that is present should be gently
removed, as long as it is not in the
sealing groove area of the bore. Flush
out any debris. Lubricate the brake seal
and groove with a brake seal installation grease such as Sil-Glyde® Brake
Lubricant from AGS Company. (NAPA
carries its own house brand of the
same lubricant.) Insert the seal with
your fingers working around until it is
fully seated. Coat the piston sides with
Brake Lubricant. Open the bleed screw
one turn and insert the piston with
the cut-away portion towards the hub.
With the piston perfectly square to the
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bore, push the piston in until about
5/16 of an inch is protruding. With
more brake seal installation grease,
install the dust seal into the dust seal
retainer and then place both around
the piston. The retainer is fairly thin
and will distort easily if forced so make
sure you have it lined up properly and
then seat the piston, seal and retainer
evenly with gentle pressure.
Clamp the new piston on the rim
side in place and tighten the bleeder
screw. Now you can do the same process on the mount side piston, remembering to loosen the bleed screw and
possibly the brake hose when pushing
the mount side piston into place. If you
are fitting new brake disks, this is the
time to replace those as well, removing all rust and scale from the mating
side of the hub to assure a square fit.
Once both pistons and seals are in
place, mount the caliper to the swivel
axle (remember the locking tabs) and
fit the new pads with brake grease on

the piston face (not the pad!) to reduce
the chance of brake squeal. Install the
retainers and split pins, making sure
the new pads move freely in their recesses. Bleed your system as you would
normally and you’re done.
There is a chance that you will
encounter corrosion that is deep into
the bore and that the calipers are no
longer serviceable. If that is the case,
you will need to purchase new calipers, these will come with pistons and
seals installed.
If your suspension and brakes are
undergoing a full repair, it is advisable
to strip away the old finish and rust;
repair; weld; and otherwise refurbish
the suspension parts as needed; and respray the paint. I use Rustoleum 7777
Satin Black for this purpose, but any
satin black will do. You can use a rattle
can or even cut liquid pints of 7777
with 10-15% acetone and spray from
your trusty paint gun, but after you’re
done the brake calipers are going to
look tatty in comparison. Most auto parts
stores carry purpose
made caliper paint in
a variety of colors designed to tolerate the
heat generated by the
disk brakes. If this is
your process, you are
going to have to proceed a bit differently
than just described,
because the calipers
are going to be coming completely off
the car.
Removing the
calipers and refurbishing them on
the bench allows for
careful refinishing of
the exterior surface,
but it also means
that you will probably need to remove
both pistons without
benefit of having
one piston in place
to hold the pressure
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as you remove the other. This can be
complicated because once both pistons
are loose, and partially withdrawn, it
is impossible to fully withdraw either.
The approach I use on the bench is
to work back and forth with clamps
and hydraulic pressure to exercise the
piston as much as possible so both
pistons eventually move easily under
pressure to facilitate hand removal.
Adding Brake Installation Grease to
the process helps.
Keep your fingers clear of any
moving parts, use brake fluid in the
caliper, and judicious use of air pressure to help things along. If you decide
in advance to replace
the pistons force can
be exerted on the
exposed parts of the
pistons. Some people
advocate the use of
grease to pressurize the piston bore
by loading a special
fitting on a grease
gun. Incompressible
grease in a grease gun
can generator much
more force than com-

pressible air working in concert with
incompressible fluid. I shy away from
this method both because the inner
seal should not be exposed to petroleum products and if that much force
is required, perhaps it is time to replace
the entire caliper, rather than splitting
the halves to replace the inner seal.
Once the caliper pistons are
withdrawn, you can remove the fluid
seals in the bores and the dust seal
retainers and dust seals as described
before. The calipers are then cleaned
inside and out, but take care with
the use of petroleum based cleaners
as there are internal seals between

the caliper halves that should not be
exposed to those products. The use of
brake cleaning solvent on the outside
of the caliper is acceptable with some
care, when you are finished, wipe away
the excess. Now carefully inspect the
caliper bodies, pistons and other parts
for corrosion, dirt and wear. This is the
time to decide if rebuilding the caliper
is practical, but from experience, except for the worst cases of corrosion, it
typically is. Otherwise, purchase new
complete calipers.
If the calipers pass muster, mask
off the bores by stuffing paper towels
in them with a bit of tape to complete
the mask, and put on several thin coats
of your favorite color of the caliper
paint mentioned previously. From
here it is a simple task to install the
seals, pistons, retainers and pads as
described before for the process on the
car. The only difference is that you can
do both sides at a time, and once you
have the dust seal retainers in place,
you can push both pistons all the way

1

2

Maggie, the 1970 Wire Wheel Conversion
that turned into a Restoration, received a full
suspension rebuild as part of the impetus for
her restoration. The brakes were part of the
impetus for the suspension rebuild (they failed
when the PDWA failed going down a gentle hill
25 miles from home). A classic case of mission
creep.
26
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in and install the brake pads, retainers
and split pins.
With the calipers complete, and
assembled, fitting new brake disks is
recommended. Bolt the calipers to the
car using the tabbed brackets; assure
that the bleed nipple is in the upper
port and fit new brake hose to the
lower port. Note that the brake hose
has to be loose from the cross member
bracket before it can be turned into
place. Add fluid to the brake reservoir
and bleed the brakes according to your
normal practice. Rebuilding the brake
calipers, whether on the car or off can
be done safely and is quite satisfying.
As usual, if this is the first time you
have tackled this project on your car,
make sure you look over the workshop manual and possibly enlist the
assistance of a trusted mentor. There is
nothing inherently dangerous about
working on the brake system of your
MGB, but make sure you are fully prepared for the task before starting.
Safety Fast!

A caliper on the bench. Note the use of brake
wrenches to work with the connections. The open
end of the wrench allows the wrench to pass by
the hose or pipe, while still utilizing full engagement of the flats, reducing the chance of knackering the fitting. Note that the split pins, retainers
and pads are still in place.
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3

6

Working the pistons with the aid of brake fluid
and air pressure. Both will be loose enough to
withdraw by hand. Pistons show corrosion, and
kits are available to replace these components,
saving considerably over replacing the caliper.
Note that the brake hose and the bleed nipples
were placed in the wrong ports by a previous
installer, a feat I managed to duplicate even
though the other caliper was correct. I didn’t
notice the error until I tried to bleed the system.

The Calipers with the pads and retainers
installed ready for installation and bleeding on
the car.

7

By Tony and Lynne Burgess, NAMGBR AGM & Convention Coordinators

T

4

The old calipers are painted and new parts,
including pistons, are laid out on the bench.

2014 NAMGBR Annual General Meeting (AGM)
BOOK YOUR HOTEL NOW
Niagra Falls, Ontario • October 24-26, 2014

The old and new brake pads. Yes, there was
still life in the old pads, and it was nice to see
them wearing evenly. A sticking caliper piston
often shows up with uneven wear on the
pads. You can see that the new pad is going to
require the piston to be deeper into the caliper
than in the recent past. It isn’t necessary to
rebuild the calipers when replacing brake pads,
but it is a good time to do it, along with a brake
disk (rotor) replacement.

5

his year’s NAMGBR Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held
the weekend of October 24-26,
2014 in Niagara Falls, Ontario, which
is the location of next summer’s MG
2015 from June 8-12. MG 2015 is being
hosted by the MG Car Club of Toronto.
Rooms have been blocked for Friday and Saturday nights, October 24 &
25, 2014 at The Americana Conference
Resort, 8444 Lundy’s Lane, Niagara
Falls, ON, L2H 1H4, Canada. The rate
is $109/night CDN (plus tax) and the
Group Code is 141024MGCA. Please
phone 800-263-3508 to book your
room as unsold rooms will be released
on September 24.
This meeting is open to all
NAMGBR members and their guests
and are you encouraged to attend all or
part of the weekend’s activities.

The weekend’s schedule
is as follows:
Friday night (October 24)

•
•
•

5:00 – Meet in the host hotel lobby
5:30-7:00 pm - Tour of facility
7:30 - Dinner (order from regular
menu)

Saturday (October 25)

•
•
•
•
•
•

8:30 - 9:30 - Drive to Ball’s Falls –
location of MG 2015 Car Show
9:30 - 10:00 - View car show area
10:00 - 12:30 - Return to Niagara
and host hotel (including lunch)
12:30 - 1:00 - Setup for AGM
1:00 - 5:00 – Annual General
Meeting of the North American
MGB Register
7:00pm - Dinner

Please contact me on MGOHIO@AOL.COM
or 614-899-2394 if you have questions about
this year’s AGM.
Hope to see you there!
The proper orientation of the piston in the
bore, with the recess facing the hub side of the
caliper.
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P.S. – Don’t forget your Passport since this will be held on the Canadian side of the Falls.
NAMGBR website and information • Scan this.
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MG 2014 Report

T

By Robert Rushing

he lovely resort town of French
Lick, Indiana, was the location
for this year’s convention. Located in the heart of the Hoosier National
Forest, our host hotel was a beautiful
example of a grand Gilded Age spa
to which the rich and powerful once
traveled to “take in the waters,” or in
this case, Pluto Water – the product of
strong sulfur-smelling natural springs
high in lithium (which was definitely
good for their nerves…). Not only was
the area beautiful, but there were great
driving roads going in almost every
direction, which just happens to be my
favorite part of any convention.
MG 2014 turned out to be one of
the largest non-All Register conventions we have had in years with over
360 cars in attendance. The credit for
this fantastic turnout goes to our host
clubs this year – the Southern Indiana
Regional British Car Club (SIR BRIT)
and the Illinois Flat Land British Car
Club. Both clubs spent the past couple
of years planning and organizing
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what turned out to be a very successful
event.
The festivities kicked off on
Sunday evening with a Meet & Greet
where everyone was encouraged to
come down to meet the NAMGBR
register heads, officers, and coordinators. Later that evening was the first of
each night’s hospitality get-togethers
in the hotel’s Terrace Suite, whose large
veranda allowed everyone to gather
under the stars to share a beverage and
a lot of great stories.
Monday was the first full day
of the convention. Besides a lot of
self-guided tours, there were several
tech and craft sessions to attend. For
those so inclined, there were chocolate
making and Ukrainian Egg decorating classes. For the gearheads, there
was a tech session on restoring Rostyle
wheels and rubber bumpers by John
Mangles, owner of All British Car Repair. Bob Bentzinger, a retired electrical engineer, gave a great talk on MG
electronics and how to troubleshoot is-
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sues with his electrical demonstration
board. Also that morning, the officers
of NAMGBR held a very well-attended
discussion with MGC owners to discuss the organization and how to help
us meet their needs.
The big event for Monday evening
was the cruise to Spring Mill State Park
for a dinner at their lodge. The park is
known for their original and working
grain/saw mill as well as a pioneer village that has been completely restored.
Another great aspect of the park is the
museum and memorial to Astronaut
Gus Grissom. After dinner, many
stopped by the Holiday Drive-in and
watched the new X-Men movie on the
big screen from the comfort of their
MGs!
Tuesday saw some craft classes on
creating personal greeting cards. Pete
Mantell, owner of Mantell Motorsports, gave a talk on V8 conversions
and why they’re so great. Out on the
show field, MG Council Executive Director, Rick Ingram, gave a live tour of
the MGC showing differences between
early and later editions as well as why
the MGC is such a blast to own. Tucker
Madawick, owner of Autosport, Inc.,
gave a talk on “Making a MGB Great”.
Tucker is a long time racer and knows
a lot of tricks to get the most out of
your MGB. Of course, no convention
would be complete without our very
own Technical Coordinator – John
Twist – giving his famous Rolling Tech
Session. As usual, he was scheduled
to be out there from 10am to 3pm,
but didn’t get to leave the field until
well after 5pm. Talk about love of the
marque!

Wednesday was the big car show.
By big, of course, I mean, huge because
there were over 360 cars out there!
All the NAMGBR classes were represented as well as a few extra classes the
organizers added. Our Convention
Coordinator, Tony Burgess, brought
the valve cover racing track and held
some very competitive races on the
show field. Also on display was the #53
MG Liquid Suspension Special racer
brought down from the Indianapolis
500 Museum. While the day was a real
scorcher, many local clubs brought
their tents to provide shade and the
show field was next to the hotel so it
was easy to pop in for some nice a/c
when needed. Luckily, there was no
rain.
Wednesday night brought the
awards banquet. After dinner the ceremony was kicked off with presentations on MG 2015 by the MG Car Club
of Toronto who will be hosting next
year’s convention in Niagara Falls,
Ontario, which happens to also correspond with their 60th anniversary as a
club. The MG Council talked about the
next All Register event – MG 2016 – to
be held in Louisville, Kentucky. Next,
the awards were given out and the
announcement of the Don Hayter Top
Points MG concours winner was made,
and, most importantly, the presentation of the John Thornley MG Spirit
Award to this year’s recipient, Richard
Liddick.
Like all conventions, it was over
way too soon. I always hate to say
good-bye to all the friends I only get
to see once a year, but I know that MG
2015 will be here soon!
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MG 2014

NAMGBR

Classes Results

360 Cars Total

MGB MKI Pull Handle 1962-65 (8 cars)
1st Ken Waeber		
Milford, OH
2nd Bob Connell		Indianapolis, IN
3rd Rick Lewis		Portland, TN

MGB/GT Vented Dash 1972-74 (15 cars)
1st Greg Moors		Stouffville, ON
2nd Rick & Monica Mills
Grandview, MO
3rd Steve Finch		White Lake, MI

MGB MKI 1965-1967 (16 cars)
1st Tony & Janet Shoviak
Waterville, OH
2nd Ray Graham 		
Newburgh, IN
3rd Jack Reynolds		
Germantown, TN
MGB MKII Chrome Grill 1968-69 (12 cars)
1st Bill O’Neil		Chagrin Falls, OH
2nd Linton Atkinson		Kennesaw, GA
3rd Terry Looft		Wilmington, OH

MGB/GT 1974 ½ Rubber Bumper (6 cars)
1st Tim Gaffney		Cumming, GA
2nd Jim Schulte		Harleysville, PA
3rd Dennis Taylor		Holly Springs, NC

MGB MKII Recessed Grill 1970-72 (28 cars)
1st Bill Gilson		Marietta, GA
2nd Steve Lyle		Tulsa, OK
3rd Dave Braun		Hastings, MN

MGC-GT 1967-69 (13 cars)
1st Dana Rindge		Amston, CT
2nd Frank Kingston		Merritt Island, FL
3rd Craig Cummings		Williamsburg, VA

MKII Honeycomb Grille 1973-74 (31cars)
1st Ron Parks
Springfield, OH  
2nd Larry Norton		Dacula, GA
3rd Dave Mullen		Newburgh, IN

Midget Chrome Bumper 1961-74 (11 cars)
1st Tim Shaw		Milan, MI
2nd Tom Crause
Springfield, IL
3rd Jack Orkin		Grayson, GA

MGB MKIII 1974 1/2 – 76 (23 cars)
1st Ron Kuhnau		Rockford, IN		
2nd Ed Polonus		Peroria, IL
3rd Gary Sandusky		Lavon, TX

Midget Rubber Bumper 1975-79 (5 cars)		
1st Paul Stedman		Hopkinsville, KY
2nd Jeff Sigrist		Zanesville, OH
3rd John Leible		Lockport, NY

MGB MKIV Early 1977-78 (33 cars)
1st Simon Dix		O’Fallon, MO
2nd Doug Walling		New Bern, NC
3rd Dan Craig		Ozark, MO

MG 1100/1300 – 1962-73 (1 car)
1st Torey Looft		Ames, IA

MGB MK1V Late 1979-80 (33 cars)
1st Barry Humphrey		Hingham, MA
2nd Larry Youngblood 		Englewood, OH
3rd Steve Ratcliffe		Gainesville, GA
MGB Limited Edition 1979-80 (22 cars)
1st Dave Handley		Strongsville, OH
2nd Bryan Wilson
Plainfield, IN
3rd Kathy Goodman		Beavercreek, OH
MGB/GT Non-Vented Dash 1965-71 (19 cars)
1st Mark Endicott		Old Hickory, TN
2nd Graham Cooper		Milford, OH
3rd Bruce Kolb		Indianapolis, IN
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MGC Roadster 1967-69 (7 cars)
1st Gary Brown		Covington, VA
2nd Brian Hajek		Columbus, OH
3rd Dan Kerkman		Lake Villa, IL

Photo Essay of MG 2014
Images by Robert Rushing & Charles de Bourbon

MGB/GT V8 – 1973-76 (4 cars)
1st Peter Cosmides		Moorestown, NJ
2nd John Marcell		Plano, IN
3rd Andy York		Whitestown, IN
MG Post Abingdon – 1981-Present (5 cars)
1st John Stevenson		N.L. Canada
2nd Peter Mittler		Oshawa, ON
3rd Mark Jones		Corunna, ON
MGB Modified V8, V6, etc (28 cars)
1st Robert Milner		Manteca, CA
2nd Mike Cook		Roswell, GA
3rd Charles Long		McDonald, TN

The MG Driver • September / October 2014

The MG Driver • September / October 2014

33

Registration
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Dinner at Spring Mill State Park

Tech Sessions
John Mangles

Bob Bentzinger

John Twist
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Car Show
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MG 2014 Concours Report
By Bob Gloyd
NAMGBR Concours Coordinator

J

une 18th was hot and humid! After
sleeping through my alarm, I arrived at the show field as the last
of the six stunning MGs was being
parked on the hill overlooking the car
show. This was my Concours Class of
2014. As I have stated before, NAMGBR
Concours is a completely volunteer
event, both the participants and the
judges give freely of their time to offer
up their pride and joys to be inspected
by other enthusiasts using predetermined check lists. Each car is reviewed
by six different judges representing
three different aspects, Fit & Finish,
Originality, and Technical (does everything work as it should).
First I want to thank the judges.
Giving their time in the heat and
humidity to seriously give each car
a fair and unbiased review is quite a
giveback to the MG Community and
the NAMGBR annual convention. This
year the judging team consisted of:

Ed Polonus from Peoria, Illinois,
representing the Illinois Flat Land
British car Club;
Simon Dix, three-time top points
award winner from O’Fallon, Missouri, representing NAMGBR and
The MG Club of St Louis;
Randy Bentley from Jacksonville,
Illinois, representing the Illinois Flat
Land British Car Club;
Ron Neal from Monks Corner, South
Carolina, representing the MGC
Register of NAMGBR and the British
Car Club of Charleston;
Greg Oaks from Bloomington, Illinois, representing the Illinois Flat
Land British Car Club,
and Richard Liddick the 2014 John
Thornley Award recipient from
Baltimore, Maryland, representing
NAMGBR and MGs of Baltimore.
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I cannot thank this illustrious
group of fine gentleman enough!
This year was different as the
MGC Register was now a part of
NAMGBR and we had our very first
MGC shown in the Concours. In addition we also had MGB Roadsters, MGB/
GTs, and Midgets represented.
For showing his
1974 Tundra MGB Roadster, Bob Bentzinger
of St. Louis received a Certificate of
Merit.
Honorable Mentions were awarded
to Bruce McQuaid of Dallas, Texas, for his
1973 Damask MGB/GT,
and Bob Strathman of St Louis for his
1962 Iris Blue MGB Roadster which by
the way is car #321 (the 220th MGB
built). Awards of Excellence went to
Morell LaRue of Chactaw, Oklahoma, for his
1967 British Racing Green MGB Roadster
and Andrew Hastings of Albion, Indiana,
for his 1969 Pale Primrose MGC Roadster,
A great showing for our very first
MGC!
The Don Hayter Top Points
Award went to Dennis Cestra from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for his absolutely
stunning 1964 Black Midget Mk II. With a
total of 1942 points out of a possible
2000, this was a spectacular car and
is the first Midget during my tenure
of Concours Coordinator to take the
Top Points Award, well done!
If you are looking for a way to get more
involved with the national events and
would like to learn a little more about
the cars represented in our registers,
I encourage you to think about being
a judge at one of our events. You do
not need to be an expert, our judging
sheets and the guidelines I provide you
will give you the guides needed and
you will get to inspect some outstanding examples of our beloved cars up
close and personal. You will also be
performing a valuable service to the
NAMGBR community. Bob
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TOP POINT MG
Dennis Cestra
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
1964 Black Midget Mk II
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Morell LaRue
Chactaw, Oklahoma
1967 British Racing Green MGB Roadster

Drew Hastings
Albion, Indiana
1969 Pale Primrose MGC Roadster

HONORABLE MENTION

Bruce McQuaid
Dallas, Texas
1973 Damask MGB/GT
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Awards Banquet

HONORABLE MENTION

Bob Strathman
St Louis, Missouri
1962 Iris Blue MGB Roadster
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Alan Magnuson

Peter Mittler

Rick Ingram
Dennis Cestra
Don Hayter Top Point Award

Drew Hastings
Award of Excellence

Morell LaRue
Award of Excellence

Bob Strathman
Honerable Mention

Bruce McQuaid
Honerable Mention

Dino Perez
1st Place MG other Models

Richard Liddick

Pete Cosmides
MGB Factory V8 All Years
48
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Troy Spang • Graham Cooper
1st Place Funkana
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Dave Handley
MGB LE 1979 -1980

John Thornley “Spirit of MG” Award
By Alan Magnusone

Each year, the Chairman
and Executive Board of the
North American MGB Register
review a list of deserving candidates and make the decision
of the individual or family who
merits the Spirit of Thornley
Award.
The winner receives a beautiful framed print to display in
their home for one year. After the
year is completed, the recipient
receives a plaque with the same
print as a permanent symbol of
their induction into the Registrar’s family of previous award
winners.
Last year’s recipient, Jai
Richard Liddick, left, is this years recipient
Deagan, received his permanent
of the John Thornley Spirit of MG Award.
award during the ceremony. Jai
served as Secretary and is now
amed after John Thornley, first
the Registrar of the 100,000/200,000
Secretary of the MG Car Club
mile Register.
of England, long time General
This year’s recipient
Manager of the MG factory in Abingis Richard Liddick.
don, and respectfully know as Mr.
Richard has been an enthusiasMG, this award is given each year to
tic MG owner for years and has been
the person, couple, or family that best
involved at both the local and national
exemplifies the spirit and enthusiasm
club level. He has attended many of
of owning an MGB, MGB/GT, MGC,
MGC/GT, Midget, 1100/1300 Sedan, or the Register’s Canadian & US events;
is President of his local club (MGs of
Post Abingdon MG.
Baltimore) and has coordinated their
local car show for a number of years
and was a coordinator for MG 1998.
Richard is a good listener who has
recruited a number of members who
are now helping the organization by
their participation as Coordinators,
Registrars, and officers in NAMGBR.
He exemplifies the Spirit of MG, the
Marque of Friendship and we are very
fortunate to have him involved with
the North American MGB Register
where he has served in a number of
roles including Publicity Coordinator,
NAMGBR’s representative on the MG
Council, Vice Chairman, and Chairman.

N

Jay Deagan receives his permanent
John Thornley Spirit of MG Award.
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Congratulations Richard!
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MG 2015

D

By Peter Mittler, MG Car Club of Toronto

uring the banquet at MG 2014
in French Lick, we asked the
gathered members, “How many
of you have NEVER been to Niagara
Falls”. We were somewhat surprised to see only about 25%
of the hands go up. So for
those who have never seen
one of the few Seven Natural Wonders of the World
that you can actually
drive to and for those
who have seen Niagara
Falls and would like to
do it again in your MG,
here is your opportunity!
There’s no better place to showcase the 24th Annual Convention of
the North American MGB Register
than the outstanding Niagara Frontier
and its centerpiece, Niagara Falls. This
is the most famous waterfall in the
world! In one sweeping view you can
see both the American Falls and the
Canadian Horseshoe Falls.
The MG Car Club of Toronto is extremely pleased to have been selected
to host our third NAMGBR convention. The club’s experience in hosting
such events assures you an awesome
program with lots of fun and camaraderie. There is so much to do in the
Niagara Region that you will be well
advised to come early and stay late.
Dust off your passport and come over
to the ‘other’ side for a visit.
This mid-week event will start on
Monday June 8 with registration, but
if you want to extend your stay the
two convention hotels have agreed to
offer their reduced convention rates
starting on Sunday, June 7 through
to Saturday, June 13. There is no way
we could put this convention on the
weekend in Niagara Falls and keep the
hotel rates in the $85 to $139 range
(and that is CANADIAN Funds so for
you Americans it is about 10-12% less).
Take advantage of this special rate: go
to www.mg2015.com and book your
hotel now. The MINIMUM booking is

three days and you must use one name
and one credit card for each room at
the convention hotels. As of the first
week of July 2014, already 70 of the
209 rooms at the host hotel have
been booked. What are you
waiting for?
Online event registration will open after the
AGM in October 2014
(which you are also invited
to come to in Niagara
Falls, Canada). Some
of the activities we are
planning include a Meet
and Greet session Tuesday night, a special Ladies program/
tour organized by Lynn Christie who
garnered rave reviews for the event at
MG 2010, our traditional car show at
Balls Falls on Wednesday June 10, a
British-themed dinner on Wednesday
night, tech sessions on Tuesday and
Thursday, and last but not least our
amazing MG-themed Magic Show and
Awards Banquet on Thursday night at
the Greg Frewin Theatre.
Want a preview? Google ‘Greg
Frewin’ and watch some of his YouTube videos or read the Trip Advisor
reviews. Traditionally only half of the
NAMGBR convention attendees come
to the awards banquet. Possibly there
is not enough interest, especially if
you are not up for an award? But not
this time! The buffet banquet will be
blended with a spectacular, specially
prepared, MG-Themed Las Vegas style
Magic Show. Greg’s crew are used to
serving and entertaining up to 750
people per night with large screens
to project the on-stage activities so
everyone can see even from the back
of the hall. Nevertheless, register
early to be close to the action. Award
presentations will follow the show.
Come – enjoy the MaGic in Niagara
Falls, Canada.
Sufficiently intrigued? We hope
so. See you in Niagara!
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Alternate MGB Heater Valve

A

s MGB owner’s we tend to drive
our cars. MG’s are rarely trailer
queens and we push the edges
of sane motoring from “Ancaster” to
“Brass Monkey”. As a Canadian car
club, we’re fortunate to experience all
the seasons… sometimes in one day.
There have been a number of times
when flakes of snow are in the air during a pre-dawn start, headed to a show
in the other end of the city, and the
trip back late afternoon is top down,
t-shirt and shorts. This brings us to the
topic at hand. Ideally, we really need
to have all the heat our core is capable
of and the ability to shut it completely
off. Unfortunately, the design of the
stock valve is an obstacle, creating a
bottleneck even when fully open.

Valve operation

By Greg Moors

Design Issue 1
The first design issue is that even
when fully open, the poppet moves
just over .3” and remains a restriction point. Less fluid makes it to your
heater core which means less heat.

Design Issue 2
The second design issue is that
a rubber diaphragm sits above the
poppet, keeping the hot water away
from the lever mechanism. I’m told
that original heater valves lived long
healthy lives. Unfortunately this
is no longer the case. Replacement
valves are poorly constructed and,
despite the availability of better rubber compounds, the rubber used in
replacement valves is substandard.
The diaphragm either ruptures or pulls
away from the crimped side allowing
fluid to pass.

Design Issue 3

Photo courtesy Paul Hunt http://www.mgb-stuff.org.uk

The normal operation of the valve
involves moving the lever at the top
up the ramp, which in turn raises the
poppet at the bottom of the spring.
This allows the hot coolant to move
up the vertical red path from the head
and across the horizontal red path
towards the heater core.
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The heater valve sits directly
above the distributor. When the diaphragm fails, coolant will spray down
on the cap and wires causing misfires
and eventually ignition will stop. At
my last club meeting, one member let
me know that he carries a disposable
shower cap to drape over the distributor for just such an emergency. Great
idea! (but unfortunate that we should
have to resort to it).
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Design Issue 4
The heater valve is actuated with
a control behind the dash in the
cockpit. When you turn the knob, a
toothed wheel is engaged and rotates,
pulling and pushing a solid core wire
in a sheath. That wire in turn pushes
and pulls the valve open and closed.
The valve needs to move just over 1.4”
between fully open and fully closed
and the control provides just about
that amount of travel.
The heater control system we use
was originally designed in the early
1950s for the MGA. If you picture a
right hand drive MGA, the control
would be perhaps 18” away from the
valve; a straight shot through the firewall. Fast forward to the North American 1968-1974 MGB and we have the
worst possible evolution. The control
now sits on the left side of the left
hand drive steering wheel. The cable
must make at least two sharp curves in
a long “S” as it travels over 44-inches
from control to valve. Worse, as the
quality of aftermarket valves has
declined, the force required to operate
them has increased. Samples I measured required nearly five pounds of
force to operate.
The length, the curve, and the
force together mean that the cable no
longer emerges at the valve end with
the same distance that you move it at
the control. Your 1.4” has become 1” at
best. Practically speaking, this means
that when you setup your heater valve,
you must choose between having it
fully open or fully closed. It is unlikely
that you can have both. Freeze in the
morning, or heat blowing on your feet
when you’re driving on a hot sunny

day.

A Range of Solutions
Block it all off: More attractive to our
southern neighbors, but not really
much of an option in our climate.
Do nothing: Depending on your point
of view, this may fall under the category of “If it aint broke, don’t fix it”.
You should probably cross your fingers
and touch wood and all those good
things… (don’t forget the shower cap!)
Buy the best: Do your research and ask
around before buying valves and cables. Find out who is having good luck
with which vendors. Make sure you get
one that appears well constructed and
if it seems hard to push open or closed
fully – return it. (You should probably
still cross your fingers.)
Home Depot Plumbing Aisle:

Photo courtesy Bob Muenchausen http://www.britishcarforum.com/bobmuenchausen/12245.html

A full flowing, completely operational valve can be assembled using
plumbing parts you can find at the
hardware store. It may not be pretty
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and unless you fabricate something to
hold the cable sheath you’re probably
going to have to open the bonnet to
change the temperature. Plenty of
examples can be found on the internet
of ball valves, elbows, barb adapters and parts that fit the bill. Bob
Muenchausen has a great option on
his site: www.britishcarforum.com/
bobmuenchausen/12245.html)
Cable Driven Replacement: Use an
alternative mechanical valve (such as
one from a Ford Bronco) to replace the
original.
Servo Driven Replacement: Use an alternative electronic valve to replace the
original.

used in a wide variety of vehicles over
many years, but for ease of sourcing, it
is simplest to locate it and refer to it as
a Bronco Valve. They used this valve
for about seven years in both V6 and
V8 Broncos.
This valve is still era-appropriate
with a zinc plating and simple mechanics. It doesn’t look out of place
under the hood and uses the stock
control and cable. It comes with the
sheath hold down and best of all it
requires less than one pound of force
to open and close in less than 1.3” of
throw. This means that despite the
cable length and turns, the valve fully
operates.

Assembly

The Bronco Valve:

Bronco valve.

The valve I used in my ’72 GT was
originally used in early 1970’s Ford
Broncos. Truthfully, this valve was
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The Bronco valve installed.
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A detailed list of supplies
and sources will follow the
article.
Any replacement valve
will require many of the
same elements. You first
need to connect to the
head. Most replacement
assemblies make use of
a discarded stock valve,
sawing it off about 3/4”
from the base. The openElectric servo kit.
ing is then bored out to
wanted the control to spin as easily as
7/16” and tapped to 1/4”NPT. I used a
it does in my Civic. I found a heater
nice flange machined by “Pembroke
control kit that’s been used by the
Parts”. A right angle fitting is needed
hot rod guys for some time now when
to thread into your new base and to
they’re doing custom builds.
turn towards the heater. I found a
Essentially this kit has a menice brass one at Acklands Grainger.
chanical valve very similar to the
Nearly all replacement valves includBronco valve at its core on the right.
ing this Bronco Valve require 5/8”
But driving that valve is a small servo
hose. You will need to step up to 5/8”
motor mounted on top. The circuitry
from the head and back down from
controlling the motor is in that flat
5/8” to 1/2” to go to the heater. NAPA
box on the top left and a small control
sells appropriate adapter hoses from
(potentiometer) turns left and right to
Gates and I have located one that even
open and close the valve.
rises slightly to account for the fact
that the heater core inlet is above the
Assembly:
head outlet. You’ll also notice in the
pictures that I use the thermopostic
The installation of this servo drivGates Power Grip hose clamps. These
en valve is mechanically the same as
work like heat shrink tubing. A blast
the Bronco valve. You still need to get
from the heat gun snugs them up
from the head, turn 90-degrees, step
tight. The downside is obviously that
up to 5/8” and step back down to 1/2”.
they are one use only; but I was trying
Additionally, you’ll have to provide
to avoid the Frankenstein look of four
the circuit with 12-volts (switched).
steel hose clamps in a row.
The green circuit is a good choice. This
kit provides enough wire that you can
Electric Servo Valve: “But Greg”, I hear
you say… “If I’m
going to rip out the
original, why not
go all the way?”
Concours purists
should probably stop
reading now if they
haven’t already…
This is what I did on
my ’70 roadster. After
snapping the centers
out of two brand
new control knobs
in a row, I decided I
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Short arm of the new controller.
Electric servo kit installed

hide the control box anywhere (it requires no access) and mount the knob
wherever you want.
Admittedly, the servo box is a
bit modern looking in a 1970 engine
bay, but it doesn’t attract too much
attention. Inside the cockpit, you can
just mount the potentiometer housing
under the dash and ignore the original
dial. I decided I wanted the control
to be in the stock position and that I
wanted to use a stock knob. The potentiometer supplied is too short to reach
through the dash so I grafted on the
shaft that I sawed off from a stock control. This lets me use the regular knob
and keeps the dash looking normal.

Closing:

Both valves and controls have

worked flawlessly since installation
and I’m pleased with the results. I was
asked at the last club meeting which
solution I preferred. My first reaction
is that the Bronco valve is the best solution. It’s affordable, available, simple
and functional. However, the servo
valve, while admittedly overkill, is really nice and, only an MGB owner will
understand this, without fail, every
time I spin that control, I smile.

Sources

Heater Valve Ford Bronco 1966 to 1972
Ford PN: C3UZ18495A
Motorcraft PN: YG133
Everco H1931
Four Seasons 74828 (note that Four
Seasons replacements tend to be plastic. This may not suit you depending
on taste)

Napa, Part Source etc.
http://stores.ebay.ca/MR-FOMOCO-MOTORCRAFT?_trksid=p2047675.l2563
About $18.50

New controller arm with original knob arm
installed.

Vintage Air Servo Controlled Heater
Valve 50507-VUA
Summit Racing or www.oldcarcenter.
com (Langley BC) or http://www.
horton.on.ca/ Horton Hot Rod parts
Milton, ON.
$100
Hoses:
Gates PN 18050 Napa 10050 straight
6” ½” step up to 5/8” $9
Gates PN 18477Napa 10477 offset 4.5”
5/8” step down to 1/2” $9
Elbow:
90-degree brass 1/4 NPT and 1/2” barb
Fairview PN FAR 139-8B
Acklands Grainger https://www.acklandsgrainger.com/AGIPortalWeb/WebSource/ProductDisplay/globalProductDetailDisplay.do?item_code=FAR139-8B
$7
Base:
Construct your own by cutting down
base of existing heater valve to approx
3/4”, boring to 7/16” and tap to ¼ NPT.
Or purchase a fabricated base from
pembrokeparts@gmail.com http://
www.britcot.com/page_four.htm (fyi…
some have reported difficulty reaching
this vendor)
Also need heater valve gasket Moss PN
697-360 and four hose clamps.

Mounting of controller to dash.
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Modified cut off original knob arm.
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Tech Talk
John Twist
Technical Coordinator
The MGB Driver
Hi John,
I bought an early 74 MGB in May. I
love it. I’m new to MGBs and car repair in
general. I’m 38 so every car I have owned
has been enshrouded in plastic covers and
complexity which has made repairing
them seemingly impossible. So anyway on
to why I emailed…
My battery died on Saturday and
while my wife waited in the driveway to go
to our anniversary dinner I tried to jump
the car. I failed. Why? The previous owner
switched battery cables. The red cable is
actually the negative and black positive.
I bought a new battery and installed
it with the cables correctly reversed. The
car is running again but not for long
because the red light now stays on all the
time on the dash. So I soldered in a new
diode pack (thanks to your videos) in the
alternator because the old one which was
clearly melted. The red light is still on.
What do I do?
Keep doing the videos, I think they
are great. —Erik
Erik,
The pictures you sent are helpful,
but they did not show all the components. There is another diode, the
“surge device” which is double the
thickness of a penny, screwed to the
housing, and the wire connected to
the field diode brush on the brush
pack. This diode is not needed for
operation but provides some safety
when jumping (not backwards!!). If
you have this device in the alternator,
disconnect it or remove it. If it has
gone continuous then the ignition
warning light will remain ON. It
could also be the brushes, the field,
the stator, or the regulator. Every city
has an alternator shop – it may be
necessary to get someone to assist
you if it’s not the surge device.
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Hi John,
I use to have a 72 B and a 76 Midget.
Recently I have found a 72 MGB for
sale. It needs a lot of work, but keep thinking maybe I could do it. Yet, then again,
maybe not. Is there a book or reference
manual that gives better detail than the
Haynes manuals, such as putting the
carbs back on and master brake cylinder,
and the wiring to the dash? The wiring is
there just hooking it up to the dash again.
The car is probably beyond my
abilities, but I hate seeing it rot away. I
seemed to have fallen for the car, but then
reality kicks my butt and says it is too far
gone. Any advice, —Doug
Doug!
There are several important
publications you will need for this
project: the factory workshop
manual, now published by Bentley;
the factory driver’s handbook, and,
most importantly, the factory parts
manual. The parts manual is difficult to find in the USA but is easily
purchased from the MG Owners Club
in England. It comes as a CD. Hope
this helps!
Hi John,
Thanks for all your brilliant YouTube
videos. You really do a great job! I have
a 1980 MGB GT LE and I’d be grateful if you could offer some advice about
replacing the oil seal on the overdrive. I
have read on a number of websites that
it is possible to replace the oil seal on the
earlier overdrive units, but it is less clear
for the later models. Looking at the rear of
the overdrive with the prop shaft removed,
I can see no reason why it shouldn’t be
possible. If it’s feasible, is there anything I
should watch out for other than draining
the gearbox and overdrive unit and replacing the gasket/filter? Is the old seal easily
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removed in situ without damaging the
seat? Any advice would be great.
Also on a point of interest, I’ve had
my MGB GT LE for about 18 months and
it’s essentially in pretty good condition,
but I’ve had a steady stream of small
problems ‘bodged’ by one of the previous owners. The last problem had me
baffled and took me quite some time to
resolve. After being laid up for a while as
I refurbished the front suspension, the car
would not run smoothly any longer. I tried
re-tuning, replaced the ignition system,
and distributor, and even swapped the
carbs from my wife’s roadster. But the car
was always hesitant under load and tick
over was at best erratic. Finally, noting
that the car was fitted with a facet fuel
pump I measured the flow rate on the GT
and compared it to my wife’s roadster and
found that the facet pump was delivering
twice the amount of fuel per minute than
the roadster (still fitted with an SU pump).
I crudely clamped the fuel hose leading to
the carb using a bulldog clip and noted the
delivery was now roughly the same as the
roadster and the rough running instantly
disappeared (at last after five months of
getting nowhere). I then sent for a sytec
pressure regulator. I eagerly awaited its
arrival and fitted it straightaway. To my
disbelief, the rough running returned.
After some consideration, I wondered if
the sytec regulator was faulty or that what
was needed was a flow regulator rather
than a pressure regulator. (I am not sure,
but I guess there is a difference).
I decided to send for a good old
fashioned original but new SU pump. On
replacing the pump and removing the
sytec regulator, the car
now runs as sweetly as
it did before it was laid
up. Am I right in thinking that pressure and
flow are not the same
thing and have you any
idea why everything
was fine before she was
laid up, but stubbornly
not afterwards?
Any help or advice
would be most welcome
and many thanks in

advance.
Best regards
—Alan from Macclesfield in the UK
Alan,
It is possible to change that oil
seal but it WILL be a task! It’s simply
that getting in there is the problem.
To achieve a little more workspace,
you can loosen the exhaust at the
center and rear mounts (and wire
up the exhaust temporarily) then
drop the crossmember. Now the rear
flange and oil seal will be easier to
see and easier to worth with. I think
you’ll find this far easier than trying
to work in situ.
The original fuel pumps push
the fuel at 2-3 pounds per square
inch. Most aftermarket pumps have
a much higher pressure. I have
found, as did you, that fuel regulators either are a sham or don’t work
with our type of fuel delivery. Almost
always, working with original parts
is the best course of action – almost
always!
Hi John,
We spoke last fall just after I got a
77 MGB with ignition issues. It would
not stop when I turned the key off.
I sent you pictures and you helped
me with that and, again thanks. The
motor is set-up as a73/74 with dual
HIF carbs and Pertronix ignition. The
crankcase vent is a 73/74 set-up (no
pump or cat). At the time, we talked
about the distributor which has mechanical advance only and you recommended I add the vacuum advance
as well. Well, this spring, I did just
that. Enclosed you will find a crude
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picture of the timing marks. I believe
you recommend a 32 max advance. I
am confused if that is with or without
vacuum. As you can see, it looks like
a lot of advance with vacuum hooked
up. Can you help me with this? What
do you think? Thanks, —Chuck
Chuck,
Set the timing at 32 BTDC at full
mechanical advance, vacuum DISCONNECTED. This should result in
an idle timing around 10-20 vacuum
disconnected and an idle timing
of nearly 45 vacuum connected to
the inlet manifold. The idle speed
increases because the engine is
running more efficiently. After you
connect the vacuum, THEN adjust
the airflow and mixture.
Hi John,
I just replaced my ZS with dual HIFs.
Managed to get the car started, and began
to tune them following the video you
prepared. However, the rear one is still too
lean, and the adjusting screw is turned
clockwise as far as it can go. What should
I do? (Don’t want to drive from British
Columbia to Michigan again - big grin.)
—Al Christie
Al,

Since the most common problem with the HIFs is that they run
too rich, there’s something really
amiss with that rear carb. If you have
the float bowl vent connected to
something, disconnect it and see if
the mixture changes (it shouldn’t).
Those float bowl vents should be
connected to the charcoal adsorption
canister and there should not be a
low section of line – except the carbs
and the canister – otherwise fuel can
become trapped and cause a vacuum
problem. Inspect the height of the
jet. There are different jets – some
are too tall for our application and
don’t allow the jet to fall beneath the
surface of the bridge far enough.
John,
I have a 1973 MGB that does not
have any emissions equipment (air pump,
gulp valve, ERG valve etc.). Can you please
tell me the correct timing in regard to what
60

degrees and what RPM it should be set at
and whether the vacuum hose should be
disconnected? The info I have indicates it
should be set at 11-degrees at 1500 rpm
with the vacuum hose disconnected but
that is WITH the emissions equipment
which i DO NOT have. I thank you in
advance for taking the time to provide an
answer to my problem.
— Marty Petrovich

between the gearbox and speedo,
it required two speedo cables. The
modern arrangement is to remove
the box altogether and use an overdrive speedo cable which also allows
you to remove the 90-degree drive at
the gearbox. If you are “Mr Original”
then simply clean up the box, reset it
to zero with a pair of circlip / snapring pliers, and provide the original
length cables.

Marty,
For your 1973 MGB to idle well
it MUST have a working vacuum
advance. If the diaphragm is perforated (which is common) replace
the vacuum advance before timing.
Set the timing at 32-degrees Before
Top Dead Center at full mechanical
advance, vacuum disconnected. Full
mechanical advance will occur between 3000 and 4000 rpm. You will
need a dial back timing light to do
this easily.
If you have only a conventional
timing light, follow these instructions: roll the engine to 12-degrees
before top dead center; make a new
mark on the front pulley opposite
TDC. Now time the engine at 32BTDC by aligning the new mark (12
before) with the first finger on the
timing cover (20 before) to achieve
32 before.

Dear Mr. Twist,
I have seen all your YouTube videos
several times – they are really a great help
for my project a MGB MK III 1973 LHD
with overdrive. Would you please answer
my question, follows: The main shaft off
the gearbox can be moved quite a bit. Is
this movement acceptable or what should
be done ?
Thank you for your assistance!
— Stephen Laubender, Austria, Europe

Hello John,
I hope you’re having a good day. Can
you please tell me what the counter is that
came off of my 75 B roadster. Do I need to
buy a new one? There are numbers in the
window and they read 456 it says next to
it life used what does that mean? I will call
you around noon time and maybe you can
let me know what you think. —Richard
Rothman
Richard,
Your pictures shows the “Service
Interval Counter.” This was fitted to the 1975 and 1976 MGBs and
Midgets. The service counter read in
percentage of service life and once
it rolled over to zero it would illuminate a lamp on the console that read
“EGR.” I cannot remember how many
miles it required to reach 100%. I
still have the little tool to reset the
counter to zero. Since it was fitted
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Stephen,
The first motion shaft appears to

have quite a lot of freeplay as shown
in your video. However, the front
plate is not fitted – so I wonder if the
outer race of the front roller bearing
is moving at all?
The first motion shaft is supported three ways: It rotates within
that very large front roller bearing; it
rotates around the front of the main
shaft supported on needle bearings;
and it rotates within the back of
the crankshaft, inside of the spigot
bushing. The fact that the front shaft
wobbles is not critical.
Make certain that the front bearing is held tightly between the main
case and the front cover by fitting
several thin shims on the front cover.
Hold them in place with grease. I
believe once you have done that, the
first motion shaft will wobble less.
So, I believe that the movement you
find is OK.
John,
Thanks goodness that someone like
you exists. I’m stumped (and most locals
ask me when they’re
stumped). Engine
completely overhauled
and compression
checked (170,170, 180,
and 175). Pertronix
ignition and plenty
of spark, but ballast
resister removed. New
plugs gapped to
0.025). Rebuilt HIF
carbs with new floats
(carefully set by the
book – Haynes), gross
jets, shafts, etc. Timing set by the book. Jets
set 0.60-inch below
bridge – cold. On hot
days (80-degrees F)
the engine acts as if its
flooded after a short
trip around town and
will start, but immediately stall not to
start again (actually
pours a second or so). It
will start and stay
running after sitting
a few hours. I suspect
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the carbs are running rich, as it will start
in the morning cold without enrichment. Also, the metal tube (no number
in Moss catalog) which runs from carb to
carb and then tees and runs to the charcoal canister drips gas when disconnected
from the rear carb, even after sitting a
day or more). This is part of the anti-run
on system which I tested and the valve
actuates as it is supposed to but the engine
does run on. There are no vacuum leaks.
Last time it stalled I started it after
a few hours and it acted like it was either
running on one carb or was fuel starved.
I replaced the fuel filter and inspected the
paper element but no debris was found the
blow test indicated the old was as good as
the new. The fuel pump sounds great.
The gas tank is original and I’m wondering if something’s plugging the pick-up,
even though the fuel filter (Fram G1) is
clear. Do you recommend the baffleless
tanks sold by Moss?
After rebuilding to 30-over has the
compression changed to the point that
I should be tuning to high compression
specs? Any other ideas?
Thanks, —Stew
Cleave

air leaving or entering the top of the
float bowls must run through the
charcoal.
If either carburetor overflows
(not an uncommon problem for an
HIF) then raw gasoline enters the
canister and will sometimes plug up
the airflow.
It is essential that atmospheric
pressure sits on top of the gasoline
in the float bowl. If the float bowls
cannot vent, or if they are overfull
with gasoline, then the car runs very,
very poorly. The steel tube connecting the carbs has to run ON TOP of
the carbs – there can be no low part
of the system except the carbs and
the canister – otherwise fuel can
get caught in one of the tubes and
prevent air pressure from getting to
the carb.
Make certain there is freeplay
in the interconnecting link between
the carbs, especially for the rotary
chokes or the mixture will be enriched. I believe your problem is
a leaking needle and seat and an
overfilled carb. HIFs are SO sensitive
to dirt in the needles and seats. Be

Steve,
I’ll put my
money on a problem with the ELC
system. On your
1974, fresh air enters
the bottom of the
charcoal adsorption
canister through the
anti-run-on valve. It
travels through the
charcoal and out the
top into the engine.
From the front tappet inspection cover
it is drafted into the
throat of each carb.
The fuel tank
is connected to the
charcoal canister so
that any air leaving
or entering the tank
must run through
the charcoal. The
carbs are connected
to the charcoal
canister so that any
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sure to run NEW fuel line (especially
between the carbs) and a really good
fuel filter!
Hi John:
I performed your overdrive clean-up
steps per your video and now my overdrive
does not engage. I think I lost the ball for
the relief value. In my Hynes manual one
is shown in the diagram but your video
did not refer to it.You refer to one for each
of the oil pump and solenoid . At the top of
the relief value there appears to be a cavity
for one. So if I need one is it 7/32 or 3/16.
Thanks again, — John Carlos
John,
There are two ball bearings
accessible from underneath. The solenoid (above the square cover) takes
the 3/16 ball. The oil pump (above
the rectangular cover) takes the 7/32.
There is no ball in the relief valve that
is accessible (there is a ball in the low
pressure valve, but it is peened into
place).
Question: I am new to a 1980 MGB,
located just under the fuse panel is (I think
a relay), two wires – one Green the other
is white/brown. It appears very rusty.
Can you tell me what it is and where I can
order a replacement. I am also looking for
a cover for the fuse panel any suggestions?
—Kevin Bryden
Kevin,
The device you describe is a
circuit breaker for the electric fan. In
1977, when the fan was fitted (one for
Canada, two for Federal US), there
was an in-line fuse. But the draw of
those motors was so great that the
plastic fuse holders often melted.
Hence the adoption of the circuit
breaker. If the fan works, then the
circuit breaker is OK. You can purchase a cover for the fusebox from
any of the major online suppliers.
Hi John,
Hope all is well with you and University Motors! I have a MGB “tandem”

master cylinder in my MGA, it’s the
non-servo type. I believe it was standard on USA models from about 1969
to 1974. In the past, I have always bled
brakes the old-fashioned way, with a
helper in the driver’s seat operating the
pedal as I open & close the bleed nipples
at each wheel. My helper (otherwise
known as dear wife) would be very pleased
to be relieved of this task, so I recently
acquired a pressure bleeder. However, the
first time I attempted to use it, it didn’t
work. I attempted to bleed the rear brake
circuit. The pressure bleeder has a gauge,
and I expected the system would bleed
properly with about 10 psi of pressure. But
when I opened the bleed nipple with the
pressure applied, nothing came out – there
was no flow of brake fluid. I increased
the pressure to about 20 psi, but still no
flow. I did not want to go higher than 20
psi for fear of rupturing the plastic master
cylinder reservoir. I did not attempt to
pressure-bleed the front circuit, so I don’t
know if that would have worked. It was
easier at this point to plead for spousal
assistance and get the job done the old
fashioned way.
So my question is: can the MGB
tandem system be bled with a pressure
bleeder? Or is there something about the
master cylinder that prevents the use of
a pressure bleeder? Or is there some little
trick to doing it with a pressure bleeder? How do you bleed the tandem systems
in your shop – the good ol’ fashioned way?
Thanks for your help. —Mark Palmer
Mark,
We use the old fashioned method
here exclusively as it’s quicker, easier,
and less messy than the power bleed. I
have never heard anyone complain about
an inability to bleed. The position of the
pushrod is critical here, just as it would be
on the MGA cylinder. You want to make
certain you have some pedal freeplay or
the primary seals will cover the tiny bleed
holes and not allow drainage from the
reservoir into the bore.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
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Registrars of NAMGBR

Don Peery (1939-2014)

MGB Registrar
Jack Long

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan

MGB LE Registrar
Ken Smith

Bill Hawkins

343 Spencela Parkway
Forest Hill, MD 21050
(410) 450-1385

PO Box 8645
Goleta, CA 93111
kensca@cox.net

Early Midget/Sprite Registrar
Bruce Hamper
132 Wildwood Lane
Kirkwood, MO 63122
(314) 822-4831
brucehamper@gmail.com

1500 Midget Registrar
Steve Olson

3540 North Kenwood
Kansas City, MO 64116-2792
(816) 452-3540
solson816@sbcglobal.net solson816@
sbcglobal.net

1974½ MGB Registrar
Dennis Taylor

5941 Rounder Lane
Holly Springs, NC 27540
dltpilot@hotmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco

D

on Peery of Edmond, Oklahoma, one of the earliest members
of NAMGBR, has passed away.
Don was the long-time president of the
MG Car Club of Oklahoma and a rabid
MG fan. If you remember our 20th
anniversary special issue of the MGB
Driver, Don was one of only a handful
of members who had attended every
single convention up until that point.

It was only recently that he was unable
to make the trips, but he was always
there in spirit.
You might also remember that
Don was a past winner of the Top
Point MG Concours Award for his immaculate 1980 MGB LE, but it was his
spectacular factory MGB GT V8 that
was my favorite.

He was a great guy and will be missed by all.

519 Grand Avenue
Ravenna, Nebraska 68869
(308) 452-3090
E-mail: griecoma@hotmail.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Lloyd Faust
704 Timber Lake Circle
Southlake, TX 76092-7248
mgsrus@kwic.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox

998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

MGC Registrar
John Rogers

18251 Starduster Dr.
Nevada City Ca. 95959
530-432-9595
mgcregistrar@gmail.com
Photo courtesy of Ken Smith, from the book “Limited Edition, The Last of the Abingdon Classics.”

11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith

MC3955, UCHC, 263 Farmington Ave,
Farmington, CT 06030
mgpsmith@att.net

Post Abingdon Registrar
Mark Jones

P.O. Box 1203, 510 Albert Blvd.
Corunna, Ontario, NON 1GO Canada
Phone: 519-862-3763
mowog73@gmail.com

Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads.
Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to mgslime@swbell.net
or 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing and may be edited for content.
•Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.)
Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable.
The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

1953 MGTD – Red, runs and drives well. Straight

body and no rust. Doesn’t need any work to enjoy,
but could use some TLC to make it a show car. Currently in Florida. $18,000 OBO.
091014

1949 MGTC – Home market model in almond green.

Very nice condition with original drive train. Comes
with weather equipment and tool kit. Car is in Ohio.
$28,000 OBO.
091014
1977 MGB Roadster –Red (a non-MG shade). This
car is in very good and clean shape. The original
engine has been bored out and has an alloy crossflow
head, Weber side draft carbs, a free flow exhaust,
and a hot street cam. It runs very well and is a great
road car. The car is in Ohio. $12,000 OBO.
Bob Mendelsohn - bob.mgtd@gmail.com
(216) 469-2136 (cell) 		
091014

1974 MGB/GT – Trophy Winner - in its time, this

car won “Best Unrestored MG” three years running,
and one Third in Class (MGB/GT) at the All British
Field Meet in Seattle, plus “Best British Car” at
Flashback ‘99. Trophies are not included. Since its
trophy days, it has been repainted in its original color
(Bracken), the front seats have been recovered, the
carpets replaced, and the door seals replaced. This
is a driver. She is showing her age, a few dents and
dings, but would not embarrass you at a local car
show. She comes with two boxes of spare parts, spare
bumpers, two spare Rostyle wheels, spare grille, and
anything else I find in the garage that should go with
the car. Also included are the owner handbook, repair manuals, sales literature, period advertisements,
original bill of sale, and window sticker. My father
bought this car new in 1974 in Portland, OR. Please
email me for pictures. $5500 —Sam Walt
(208) 854-9527, zvbxrpl17@gmail.com ID
091014
1977 MGB – Damask Red/Black, show winner,
excellent condition – very clean! Car has overdrive,
twin SU carbs, leather Moto Lita steering wheel; always covered and garaged. Professionally restored by
Knorris Foreign Car Service. Asking $6500. Contact
Jim Pegg at (570) 323-2579 or jandhpegg@verizon.
net PA				
050614
1980 MGB – 34,000 miles, totally original car
owned by factory trained British Leyland technician.
Garage kept all of its life; car can be picked up and
driven anywhere in the country. $5000 in upgrades
and too man extras to list, including complete a/c
system. For more information and history, contact
Adrian Suarez, (205) 345-0845 AL
010214
1977 MGB - Original owner car with only 11K miles.
Brooklands Green on tan with over-drive. Original
throughout. Garage stored for extended period. Body
and hood are in predictable exceptional condition.
Many accessories. A unique opportunity Car located
in Ottawa, Canada. Asking $9,000.Contact Ron
Wieleba for details (613)824-8725.
091014

Selling or Buying an MG?

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified A great way
to find or sell that hard-to-find part or that next project.

1980 MGB – black/black; only 23k miles. Owned

since 1997 when only 4700 miles on it. Always
serviced by British Leyland trained technician who
updated needed items, but kept originality. New
super-lite wheels with Kumho tires included with
original wheels and tires. Featured in Ken Smith’s
Limited Edition MGB book. Original dealer advertising in book thrown in with original window sticker.
Excellent condition. This is for a true enthusiast. You
will like this car! Currently stored in Minnesota.
Available to be picked up in May. $11,750. Bill Wickum (701) 238-8190 or (218) 847-3764. MN
020314

1978 MGB - Bright blue with tan interior; excellent

condition. Newly carpeted, seats always slip covered,
recent thorough mechanical overhaul, original paint
(was advised did not need and should not repaint),
3rd owner and have owned since 1986, records available, $10,000.00. William McDonald, (714) 318-3737,
billdurrow@aol.com CA
010214

WANTED

Wanted 1967 or older MGB roadster (or Canadian

1968 MGB with metal dash). Looking for a preserved
or restored example or a blend of the two. Would
consider a stalled restoration. I would prefer a car that
has been kept or redone as original-spec or close to it.
Don Scott - tartanredmgb@gmail.com or call (707)
942-0546 CA 			
050613

PARTS FOR SALE

Mountney 15” Steering Wheel – Leather wrapped.

Aluminum with six holes. Comes with boss. Needs
horn button. Good Condition. $25.00 plus shipping.
Special Tuning Air Dam – Needs minor fiberglass
repair. Fiberglass repair kit included. Fits Chrome
bumper MGB. $25.00 plus shipping. Both for $40.00
plus shipping Frank Bulkley (775) 747-4378 1150
Freddie Ct Reno, NV 89503 Member # 21-8007 or
frankandsal@gmail.com
010214
A/C Unit – Dealer installed that fits contour under
dash of 1977-80 MGB. Semi-complete with some
missing parts that are available from Moss. Offers?
Bill Holmes, (970) 485-9734 or ahfanatic@gmail.
com CO 			
010214
MGB/GT driver side quarter panel – NOS. (A 457450 in some catalogs or references); $395 + shipping.
Todd Wyatt (320) 980-2010; toddski1000@yahoo.
com MN
			
010214
Performance Parts – like-new Hooker Header
bought new in 1977 for a 1972 MGB (3-into-1) for
$300 obo; a 45mm dual-throat SK side draft carb.
Perfect condition, includes the rare SK tuning manual
for $500 obo. David Bloyed (972) 223-6497 TX 030414
MGB parts - (to “71) 6-blade metal fan $50, Original 1970 MGB AM radio and antenna $75, MGB
rubber floor mats and starter cover$100, New MGB/
GT “C” post panels (lt. grey) $50, used MGB/GT upper rear trim panel $10, Front MGB/GT license plate
mount $10, 1970 MGB/GT door pull and mounts $5,
original MGB/GT fender mirror $20, original ash
tray $15, assorted switches.
James Vier, (512) 266-1769, Austin. TX
070814

Where 2 ‘B
Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local
groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MG Driver. Information must include date, location,
and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the MG Driver
Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2014
• Aug 24-29 ........ GOF West, San Diego, CA • gofwest.org
• Aug 25-27......... Put-in-Bay Races, Sandusky, OH • pibroadrace.com
• Aug 31.............. Sportscar Show, Lancaster, NY • www.buffalomg.com
• Sept 5-7............. Vintage MG Racers Focus Event, Watkins Glen, NY • mgvr.org
• Sept 6-7............. British Car Show, Altoona, PA • greaterpghmgclub.org
• Sept 7................ British Car Show, Flemington, NJ • austhealey@aol.com
• Sept 7................ British Car Show, Palatine, IL • britishcarunion.com
• Sept 18-21......... British Car Festival, Dillard, GA; NAMGBR Regional • peachtreemg.com
• Sept 20.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 27.............. Autumn in the Mountains, Hendersonville, NC • bccwnc.org
• Sept 27.............. MGs on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • rgl2mgbgt@aol.com
• Sept 27-28......... British Car Show, Round Rock, TX • info@txabcd.org
• Sept 27-28......... British Car Show, Clovis, CA • valleybritish.org
• Oct 11............... British Car Show, Wrightsville Beach, NC; bmccf.org
• Oct 24-26.......... British Car Show, Chattanooga, TN • agmlig@aol.com
• Nov 14-16......... MG Jamboree, Homosassa, FL • gail@glennsmg.com

Robert Rushing’s drive through the back roads of Indiana.

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P. O. Box 876
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515-0876

