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e’ve got some famous MGBs
featured in this issue. The first
article is by Jay Levy about
him and his MGB being extras in some
movies and TV shows. The second is
the one I’m most jealous about – Kim
de Bourbon’s MGB being used by Jerry
Seinfeld in one of his “Comedians Getting Coffee in Cars” podcasts. He loved
the MGB and had nothing but praise
for our lovely machines. How many
people can say that Jerry Seinfeld
drove their MG around New York City?
Well, at least one person can now!
In other articles, Dave Braun came
through again with another great tech
piece and Russ Williams tells us about
his love for his MGC/GT. As usual, we
have updates from many of our Register heads and some other pieces that I

hope you find interesting.
By the time you read this, MG
2014 will be just weeks away. There
are a lot of great activities planned
and it looks like it is going to be huge.
This very well may be the largest MG
convention outside of the All Register
events ever. There is still time to make
your plans to attend. Why miss out on
this great opportunity to see a lot of
cool MGs and a lot of great people?
As you’ve seen if you’re not living
under a rock, 2014 is MG’s 90th anniversary. What better way to celebrate
than to send your poor editor some
Readers Rides submissions. Just e-mail
me a paragraph or two about you, your
MG, and a few pictures. That’s all there
is to it.

Robert
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Front:

most amazing landscapes. Here is an ocean view with a
lighthouse. An attraction for many visitors.

Jim Vickery
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Chairman’s Chat

I

Alan Magnuson
Chairman
NAMGBR

t is May! The gray and white grip
of winter has been transformed
into clear blue skies, colorful flowers, green grass, the sound of an MG
engine, and the smell of exhaust.
Ah yes, it is MG Drive Time! Luckily,
MG 2014, themed “Drive into a Gilded
Past”, begins June 15th in French Lick,
Indiana. I encourage you to make your
reservations for the events and dinners. Sign up for the Tour to MG 2014
if you are coming from North Carolina
or Virginia. Event details are on www.
mg2014.com.
The MG world is celebrating the
90th Anniversary of MG, the Marque
of Friendship. In the March/April MG
Driver, I touched on the early history of
Morris Garages and MG. This issue I’ll
continue with the MG 18/80 (6-cylinder) into the Midgets (4-cylinder),
Magnas (6-cylinder), and Magnettes
(saloons). The 1928 MG 18/80 could
be described as a separate marque as
many of the mechanical components
were completely different than those
of the Morris. The 18/80 was the first
MG to use the grill shell design to
become familiar on MMM and T-Series
cars.
By 1927, Morris Garages had
small car sales competition from the
Austin Seven. The purchase of Wolseley brought Morris Garages an 847cc
4-cylinder overhead camshaft engine.
Kimber placed one of the engines into
the still experimental Morris small
car/frame and built a modified light
two seat sports boat-tail body of fabric
covering plywood and an ash frame.
Two M-Types were quickly built for
the 1928 Olympia Motor Show where,
along with an 18/80, MG had its first
6
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individual show area. The Midgets
generated much interest. The Autocar said, “The M.G. Midget will make
sports car history.”
The M-Type began the line of MG
Midget sports cars. By yearend 1929,
MG production had tripled with the
Midget volume over 50%, the 14/40
12%, and the 18/80 the remainder.
The Cowley facility could not handle
the volume so the factory was moved
to Abingdon-on Thames and the
telephone number became Abingdon
251. MG produced a number of 4- and
6-cylinder overhead cam models between 1929 and 1936 in Midget Types
– M, C, D, J, P; Magna – F, K, L; Magnette – K, N; Saloon – KN; and Race –
Q, R. Modified M-Types and an 18/100
Tigress were prepared for the May 1930
Brooklands Double Twelve race where
the M-Types earned class wins. A number of models were specially prepared
for racing including the supercharged
K3.
John Thornley’s son Peter wrote
this remembrance in honor of his father’s 100th birthday for MGB Driver in
2009. “By the middle of 1930, the M-Type
had been in production for some three
years. In and around London they proved
to be quite distinctive-small in size, bright
in colour and with the distinctive 'V'
shaped windshield. It became the custom
for drivers of similar machines to wave
or flash headlights in recognition. The
situation was ripe for the formation of a
Car Club. The first meeting of the M.G.
Car Club was held in North London in
September of 1930. John Thornley, as the
first Honorary Secretary, was instructed
to go to Abingdon to obtain approval from
Cecil Kimber.”
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“John Thornley's first experiences
with internal combustion engines were
with a succession of, ever more powerful,
motorcycles. When he reached the age
of twenty-one his father prevailed upon
him to graduate to a motor car. John was
confronted with the choice between a
supercharged Triumph, a Morgan threewheeler and an M.G. M-Type. (We often
wonder where life would have led had his
decision been different!)
From here on Pop's life became complicated, but his enthusiasm pulled him
through. He was in training to become an
Incorporated Accountant, and attending
the London School of Economics in the
evenings. Every other Saturday was spent
up at Abingdon on Club business, and
so by the end of the year he was making overtures to CK for an opportunity
of employment. However, lest we forget,
this was the Great Depression, and jobs
were hard to find. Persistence pays and by
November of 1931 John was at M.G. Car

Company. In fairly short order he became
their Service Manager, which he was when
the war intervened.”
Peter Neal, MGCC-UK, Kimber
House Archivist, provided this note on
model naming, “The chassis number
for the 18/80 Mark II had the letter A
as a prefix. Similarly the 18/100 Mark
III had the letter B as a prefix. These
cars may have occasionally been
referred to around the factory as A or
B types but it is more likely that they
would have been referred to as a Mark
II or a Mark III Tigress. It is doubtful
that the Tigress was ever known as an
MG B. John Thornley wanted to call
the MGA Twin Cam the MGB but the
marketing people didn’t think there
was enough of a difference to justify
a letter change. They were probably
right in the event.”
See you in French Lick!
Safety Fast!

Alan

Secretary’s Report
Bruce Wyckoff
Secretary
NAMGBR

W

ell, this is it! All the preparation is ready and all the
little details are rounding
into place. MG 2014 in French Lick
promises to be an exciting event with
members coming from around the
United States and Canada to attend. I
hope to meet many of you at the Meet
& Greet on Sunday Night!
We have had 51 new members join
NAMGBR since the last issue of The
MG Driver was published. Welcome to
our newest members and especially to
the MGC owners who are joining our
family for the first time. We are glad
to have you as the newest members of
NAMGBR!

Edward Edge
Bonita Springs, FL     
Jim Hamilton
San Antonio, TX        
John Magee 	
Wolverine Lake, MI   
Randy Ralston   	 Half Moon Bay, CA  
Ward Webster  	 Decatur, AL   
Gary Emery      	 Lecompton, KS          
Charles Linn         	 Lawrence, KS
Paul Tadlock   	
Bonner Springs, KS   
Corey Valenta  	
Topeka, KS    
Maurice Sullivan Freedom, PA  
Barrie & Ginny Cartmel
Cardinham, Cornwall UK
William Howerton Orangeburg, SC         
Ronald Branson Ozark, MO     
Stephen Nyquist Lee's Summit, MO     
Ronald Edwards  	 Beulah, MI     
Adrian Suarez  	 Tuscaloosa, AL          
James Borkman   	 Clarence, NY

Robert Wales    	 Blue Springs, MO      
Phil Nicholson
Harrisonville, MO      
Bruce Miller 	
Blue Springs, MO      
Bob Strathman
Chesterfield, MO       
George Duncan Tacoma, WA  
Roger Marynak    	 Venetia, PA   
Paul Stedman       	 Hopkinsville, KY       
Lewis Disbrow
Martinez, CA
Charlie Weeks
Pauls Valley, OK       
John Kipp       	
El Paso, TX    
Jeff Hildreth       	 Williams, OR
Mark Grindstaff 	 King City, CA           
Leon Morgan  	
Lehighton, PA           
Gary & Karen Eddings     Forest Grove, OR      
Chris Kresser      	 Ballwin, MO  
Paul Cantin     	
Chelmsford, MA        
David Hood     	
Calgary, AB
Mike & Donna
Dagobert Lyndonville, NY        
Michael Shelly
Pocono Summit, PA  
David Doucoumes  Lexington, KY           
Pat & Sue Geary Erie, PA         
James Tinkham  	 Grantham, NH           
Michael Little
Cohutta, GA  
Clayton Robinson Elberfeld, IN  
Jim Fisher       	
Fallston, MD  
Lawrence Vito     	 Williamsville, NY      
Tom Johnson       	 Cambridge, MD         
Peter & Vickie Larsen     Alcester, SD   
Gordon Sauer Jr  	 Irving, TX      
Robert Schroeder 	 Lockport, NY
Miles Warren       	 San Diego, CA           
Ryan Bentley        	 Frewsburg, NY          
Daniel Cedusky     	 Champaign, IL           
Darrell Sampson Amherstburg, ON
Kenneth Collins     Malvern, PA   

Bruce
8
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MGB Registrar
Jack Long
MGB Registrar
NAMGBR

I

hope all of you are well on your way
to finishing your winter projects
and getting your MGs ready for a
busy driving season, especially everyone heading to French Lick in June.
Many of you may already know that I
have a 1954 MG TF in addition to my
1974 MGB, one of many MGBs that
have come and gone from my garage
through the years. As I alternately
work on the TF and the B, I find myself
continuing to marvel about how much
the design and manufacture of MG
cars advanced between the end of the
T-Series cars in 1955 and the introduction of the MGB in 1962.
The T-Series cars were all basically
pre-war designs, with wood framed
bodies, mostly hand built, and an
engine that can trace its roots right
back to the Hotchkiss engine in “Old
Number One” circa 1925. It’s easy
to overlook the economic hardships
that faced England after World War
II, when the entire nation’s industrial
base had to be rebuilt and there was no
money for designing new models, but
the TC, TD, and TF paid the bills and
kept the lights on so that MG could
finally design and engineer a new
generation of modern, mass produced
cars.
The MGA was a great leap forward,
selling over 100,000 cars, and laid the
final foundation for the army of MGBs
to come. Looking at old photos of the
MG works, and reading Ken Smith’s
classic book Aspects of Abingdon, it is
hard to believe that the same tiny factory that pushed out a few thousand
T-Series every year, managed to build a
half-million MGBs over 18 years.
10
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Compared to the T series cars, and
even to MGAs, our B’s are wonderfully
modern, with monocoque construction and very robust drivetrains (not to
mention, real windows!). They are easy
to work on with a few notable exceptions, and there is tremendous vendor
support for parts and service. I recently
took my B to the MGs of Baltimore
annual Chili Run, and after sitting for
two months in an unheated garage it
started on the first crank. I tell people
it’s the Toyota Corolla of classic cars.

New registrations received since my last
report are:
Marco Sinai, Miami, FL, 1972 MGB GT
		
– a near daily driver
Rick Dutot, Leamington, ON, 1975 MGB
		
– a daily driver as well
Bruce Beneditz, Roscoe IL, 1978 MGB
Ron Branson, Ozark, MO,
1974 MGB GT
Gary Scheef, Millersburg, OH, with a rare
1974.5 MGB GT; 1975 MGB; and 1977 MGB
Jim Hamilton, San Antonio, TX, 1972 MGB
		
– another daily driver
Jim Fisher, Fallston MD, 1980 MGB
Bob Strathman, Chesterfield MO, with a
very early B built in 1962, chassis number
321, making this the 220th MGB ever made!
Richard Kloss, Boise, ID, 1969 MGB GT
William Spedding, Waterloo NY with
another rare 1974.5 MGB GT
Michael Lippman, Kingsville, ON, 1972
MGB and 1973 MGB GT (future V8 project)
Bill Sendelback, Dallas, TX, 1970 MGB
Lee Orphan, Bonney Lake, WA,
with yet another 74.5 MGB GT

The MG Driver • May / June 2014

Jack
11

Ken’s Korner

H

Article and images
provided by Ken Smith

ope the weather has improved
in your part of the world so you
can get out and enjoy your MG
this spring. Here in California, we are
still in a severe drought despite a rain
event a couple of weeks ago. We’ve
had less than 1-inch of rain this past
year! However, we have been able to
get out and about in our MGB, which
still attracts attention when we go to
the shops.
With people commenting how
lucky we are to be able to drive a classic
and they wish they had one, my stock
answer is: “Well, go and get one!”
There are plenty about and they are
reasonably priced-so it’s up to you!
Now to MGB news… Got a note
from Don Hayter to tell me that he
has now sold his MGB to a twin cam
owner, but he still has the use of the
car for high days and holidays such
as the Harwell Feast and to take his

James Heit’s MGB LE

Troy Bell’s supercharger, Moss kit, installed by
Brooklands British Cars.

grandchildren for a spin! The sale is to
be written up in the March issue of MG
Magazine after which we will bring you
further news on the sale.
I also heard from Troy Bell the
owner of Canadian L.E. #1 that I mentioned in my last column. The car has
now been supercharged with a Moss
kit installed by Brooklands British Cars

Troy Bell’s 1979 L.E., GHN5UL 499179G
12
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in Tacoma, Washington. Troy sent me
the attached photos of the installation and a note to say the car now runs
better than ever, especially at altitude.
The original single carb apparently
never ran well in heat or up high, so it
sounds like a good move Troy!
I also heard from James Heit who
bought a 1979 L.E. GHN5UL 499179G
which had been stood for a considerable period of time, at least two years.
With just 66k miles on the clock, Jim
took it for smog and it passed with
flying colors! This looks a really nice
car (see photo) especially considering
that the first owner had an accident
with the car many, many years ago and
bought the car back from the salvage
company on a salvage title!

Another Limited Edition was notified to me by Bruce Wyckoff, our Secretary, to tell me that Alfred Mitchell up
there in North Dakota had purchased
a 1980 L.E. GVVDJ2AG 5209(?), in October 2013. I need more information
on the chassis and engine numbers.
Albert-please supply it to me!
Finally, while I may have relinquished recording the main MGB
database – I am still looking for any
information on the Limited Edition
MGBs that are around 34 years after
manufacture. Who knows we might
gather enough material for a second
volume of Last of the Abingdon Classics!
Take care, belt up in every sense
and have a great summer. We’ll be
with you in spirit at French Lick!

Ken

Ken Smith and his MGB LE.
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Early Midget/Sprite Registrar
By Bruce C. Hamper

W

elcome to the new Spridget
Register! We have recently
formed a new Spridget Register for the early MG Midgets (19611974) and the Austin Healey Sprites.
The original Midget Register has been
expanded to include the very similar
AH Sprites and provide a new home for
these nearly identical models. If you
have Sprite in your collection or an unregistered MG Midget, be sure to send
in the information to the new register!
I’ve been reviewing the registration
records and find that we currently
have 31 registrations for the 1961-1974
MG Midgets and two registrations
for AH Sprites. OK, the registration
of Sprites is new to the register and I
didn’t expect many in that category. In
fact, one of the registered Sprites is my
’69 Mark IV. Come on, Sprite owners,
help me out!
We have five new registrations
since forming the new Spridget Register: Bruce Beneditz of Roscoe, Illinois,
has registered his 1970 Mark III Midget
with wire wheels and oil cooler
Dave and Lois Gribler of Vandalia, Ohio, have registered their 1972
Mark III Midget with V8 engine and air
conditioning! Bruce Hamper of Kirkwood, Missouri has registered his 1969
Mark IV Sprite with 5-speed, leather
seats and mahogany dash (Luxury
Sprite). Clayton & Carol Robinson of
Indiana registered two vehicles: a 1960
Mark I Sprite with original hardtop
and a 1972 Mark III Midget which is
currently undergoing restoration. It’s
great to see a Spridget family with one
MG and one AH.
Welcome and thanks for the new
registrations! We are still a far cry from
the number of MGB registrations, so
I hope many of you will update your
current Spridget information. If it
has been a number of years since you
registered, please send in your Spridget
details to me again since many have
been lost since 1990. I can check and
see if you are still in the database
14
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Bruce Hamper
Midget Registrar
NAMGBR
and update the records. If you include
an email address with your registration, I will send you a nice pdf version
of your registration certificate. This
is an excellent, single page certificate
that is suitable for framing or inclusion in your ‘car book’ or folder. You
can register online from the NAMGBR
website (www.namgbr.org ) or send
your information directly to my email:
brucehamper@gmail.com.
Of the total 31 MG Midget
registrations, we have six Mark I’s
(1961-64), four Mark II’s (1964-66),
and twenty-one Mark III’s (1967-1974).
The cutoff dates are based on the build
dates from the Moss Catalog. Your title
model year might differ depending
on the first registration or titling date
or the inconsistent polices of the state
licensing office. For cataloging the
registrations, we use the VIN number
and build date to determine the Mark
of the original vehicle.
It’s interesting to see that most of
the registrations are for the later 1275
engine Mark III Midgets. I’m sure we
have more early Spridgets out there.
As your Registrar, I’m interested in
pictures of your car, information about
driving adventures, and technical tips
for keeping our Spridgets in working order. If you have something of
interest, send it to me for inclusion in
future ‘Register’ articles. Send in any
suggestions you have for what you’d
like to see in the Register.
Be sure to make plans for the
MG 2014 convention at French Lick,
Indiana (www.mg2014.com). Times
getting short and the June 15-19 event
will soon be here. It’s a great opportunity to take the Spridget out for a road
trip. I plan to make the trip from St.
Louis and hope to see many of you this
summer.
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MGC Registrar
John Rogers
MGC Registrar
NAMGBR

A

great deal of interest of MGC
owners and prospective owners
is the value of MGCs in today’s
market. When the MGC sold new, it
wasn’t considered an expensive sports
car. Actually at $3,350 for the Roadster
and $3,715 for the GT version, it was
a sports car bargain. With approximately 9000 total examples produced
during its 1967 thru 1969 production
years, it isn’t considered rare in the collector car market. History of the MGC
plays an important part to its general
value in today’s market. The media reviews not being favorable, and the fact
that Healey didn’t give the stamp of
approval, seems to haunt MGCs to this
day. All of these factors are important
considerations to the general values.
To place values on particular
cars one has to establish the vehicles
condition level. With a little research
you can find collector type cars rated
by condition one thru five, one being
the best.
Condition One: This is the very best
in Concours condition. It has to be
original as it left the factory, exact
paint color and sheen, as well as mirror
like chrome. All original equipment
must be in place and functional. All
fasteners as per factory installed. Not
many MGCs fit this level of condition.
Condition Two: These are former
condition one cars. They will be in
excellent condition showing minor
flaws, usually due to usage and age of
restoration.
Condition Three: In this condition, one finds the restoration to be
excellent; however, modifications or
aftermarket parts have been utilized.

16

Many of these modifications were
chosen to make the car fit the owner’s
personal taste and requirements. Some
modifications are made to improve
the drivability of the car. Paint work,
trim, and interior should show little to
no wear but can be not original to the
year and make.
Condition Four: This is a daily driver
car. It has older paint with some minor
flaws, including door dings and rock
chips. Interior shows signs of wear, but
shouldn’t be missing any parts. Bright
work may be dull and show signs of
minor pitting. The definitive word
would be Fair.
Condition Five: A car needing restoration. Many areas needing evaluation
to estimate cost involved to restore,
usually non-running, needing cosmetic and mechanical attention.
Reviewing these levels of condition, it appears that originality holds a
higher value than the resto-modified
restoration. Also guidelines have some
fine tuning with pluses and minuses,
maybe a car would be best described as
a three-plus or a four-minus condition.
From the research available, the
average value of a MGC is $15,403.
Roadsters a little higher, GT’s a little
lower. Most MGCs fit into the Condition Three level, 61% with a value
of $15,100. Condition One (3%) are
valued at $48,000. Condition Two
cars make up 18% and are valued at
$31,000. Condition Four (15%) are
valued at $7,900.
Since 2006 to 2013, the MGC
has shown a steady rise in value.
Condition One and Two have almost
doubled during this time period while
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Condition Three and Four have risen
by about a third. This is in direct
proportion to six-cylinder British Cars
in general as they have been showing a
higher demand in the current market.
Unfortunately, Condition Five
cars are the hardest to place a value on.
The best advice for placing a value on

this level would be to work backwards
from the average value estimating
what amount of investment it would
take to achieve this level of value. The
flaw to this formula is that one rarely
retrieves their investment from a classic British restoration; it’s a labor of
love which is somewhat priceless.

John

Letters to the Editor
Hi Robert;
I've been a member of NAMGBR
since about when it all started, and continuously enjoy the magazine. I'm writing
to tell of a current website series about an
iconic eleven day, 7,700 mile, cross country road-trip in 1967, documented with
comments and photos. My friend, Tom,
and I, left North Jersey in my '65 BRG
MGB with a yearning to see the country
and verify visions of California Dreaming
in our minds. It was before the Interstate
Road system was well established, forever
changing the landscape of America; but
also was a time when most of the states
were accessible by the earlier US road
system, and other secondary roads. Think
Rt. 66!
The MGB was the absolute star of
the adventure, and is included in many
pictures. If readers are interested, the first
of a series of about ten posts, titled “The
Great American Road-Trip”, began on July
28, 2013. The trip in fact was a retrospective of heading west towards the awakening of our travel spirit, and the quest for
seeing what lies around the next bend. We
were just barely old enough to drive, and
summer jobs provided just enough spending cash to make it happen, but there was
little excess for the luxuries, like motels!
The road would provide the barest of
sleeping amenities, and only basic eating
opportunities, with a then rare “McDonald’s” saved for only “special” meals.
The web site is can be seen at http://
mvschulze.wordpress.com with posts
listed chronologically, most recent first, in
the right panel.
Sincerely, —Marty Schulze

Marty, this was great! I wouldn’t
mind seeing this condensed down
for an article in the Driver.
Hello Robert,
Thank you for another great issue of
The MG Driver. I enjoy the tech articles
and I think that it is a good idea to add
some more C content. The cover photo is
very artistic, but also very mysterious.
I have no idea what a "ruptured spoke
rim" is. How can a wire wheel rupture?
The wheel in the picture looks more like
a wheel that was rusted frozen on a hub
and removed with a chisel and a hammer.
And what are the brass valves? Maybe I
don't recognize them because they are not
used on my '69 C or '32 M-Type. Can you
clarify what they are?
Thanks and MGreetings, —Reinout Vogt
Reinout, thanks! The cover was a bit
of artistic license by Charles. He liked
the look of the destroyed rim over
the box of valve stems. “Ruptured
spoke rim” was probably not the best
description to go along with it…
Robert,
I wanted
to notify the
membership
of the death of
John Targett,
long-time
MG enthusiast and
MGB racer.
John had an
unforgettable
smile with an
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engaging personality that
welcomed interesting conversation. His humor was
boundless but he was no
lightweight, far from it, but
a very serious person with
a professional approach to
his work and his passion
for motor racing preparation and track skills.
Born in Portsmouth,
Hampshire, UK, John studied mechanical
engineering at Southampton University
and on graduating joined ICI. He competed in MGB Roadsters from the late
1960s and had particular success in his
MGB Roadster (AMF 45 H) in production sports car events in the early 1970s.
When John moved to the US in 1976, the
car was lent to Gerry Brown who then
raced it for a season in BRSCC Prodsports
in the distinctive blue and yellow Oliver
Rix colours.
John took up racing again and over
the last 35 years he has raced several British sports cars in club events on circuits in
the USA – a TR8 and particular success
with two race prepared MGBs. John acquired his first MGB (6564 AP) for racing
in the US in 1994. It had an interesting
history as a race car from near new in
1965 with an MG dealer in Sussex. Later
the car was owned by the flamboyant
figure of Gerry Marshall. John exported it
to the US and prepared the car to the standards permitted by the Sportscar Vintage
Racing Association (SVRA) of which he
was a member since 1998.
In 2001 he collected the prestigious
“Collier Cup” for MG racers following a
successful finish at the MG Vintage Racers all-MG race at the circuit he enjoyed
most, Watkins Glen. Also at the Glen,
John won the MGVR Spirit Award and
in 2007, the Cornett Trophy as winner
of the Collier Cup race with SVRA. John
was a supporter of vintage racing and the
MG Vintage Racers group and enjoyed
VARAC’s Festival at Mosport, Canada.
John was also a member of other vintage
race car groups.
In 2003 John acquired an immaculate replica works MGB carrying an
assumed registration plate BMO 542 B
18

from Lloyd Faust built on a
1964 shell with steel front
wings, aluminum bonnet, door skins and boot
lid, complete with a works
hardtop.
Sadly John passed
away in hospice in Akron,
Ohio, USA on 5th February
2014.
John is survived by his
sister Edwina, nephews roger, David and
Richard Matthews, all residing in the UK.
—Greg Prehodka, MG Vintage Racers
Robert,
Just a note to let you know that longtime organizer of the Kansas City British
Car Show, Bill Young, passed away after a
long fight with pancreatic cancer. —Lewis
Blackwell
Lewis, Bill was a good guy. He was
always there to greet me when I attended the KC British Car Show and
was always full of enthusiasm.
Dear Editor,
I just read with great interest in the
Letters to the Editor section about making
MGs again at the old Longbridge factory.
Way back in 1986, I wrote to Austin
Rover Group, the then manufacturer of the
MG car brand. I informed them when I
was working in MG sales at British Motors
of Sacramento; we always had MORE
customers than we had cars.
Enclosed is the letter that Austin Rover Group sent back to me. Upon receipt of
this letter, I headed to Downtown Ford in
Sacramento. They had just been awarded
the Yugo franchise (not sure “awarded”
is a good term for that car). Downtown
Ford was kind enough to give me a new car
brochure for their new 1986 model year
Yugo. I then mailed the Yugo brochure to
Austin Rover Group informing them that
Yugo could make a car for the American
market and they couldn’t.
Never heard back from them…
Respectfully submitted, —Paul Lewis
exleyland@gmail.com
Paul, thanks for sharing more of your
BL experiences with us!
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One Early MGB - #102

Article and images provided by
Bob McNabb

W

e were very fortunate to have
displayed at MG 2013, an
Oregon survivor, car 102.
This car came to the BMC distributor in Portland Oregon in 1962 in the
first shipment of MGBs to the US.

20
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The woman who bought it, Elizabeth
Brown, loved the color, the white wall
tires, and the wire wheels. Due to a
design fault in the original engine,
the factory replaced the engine in the
US before delivery to the owner. She
picked it up in early 1963.
Stan Huntley was always interested in wheeling and dealing in MGs. In
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Chaz de Bourbon/BGA Studios.com for the MG Driver.

BMC Radio

the early 1980s, Stan heard rumors of a
very early MGB for sale by the original
owner. It turned out to be Elizabeth
who decided she was just too old for
her beloved sports car. Stan bought it
and started to investigate just what he
had.
The car number was 102. At first
he thought that the first car would be
number 100, making this the third
car built. He later realized that it was
indeed the first left-hand drive car produced. (Car #101 was produced several
days later). The Heritage record lists
the body number as 101 and chassis
number as GHN3L/102.
This is not a restored car, it's a
survivor. Because the car was a singleowner, never abused, always cared for
car, it was in excellent shape. Due to a
damaged hood from a fan blade failure

22

the car had been repainted – the wrong
color of blue. It has been stripped and
repainted Iris Blue, as it should be.
When seals needed to be replaced,
Stan kept the old ones. Only one piece
of chrome on the side needed to be
replaced. The original leather seats
were taken apart, the leather panels
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A sure sign of an early MGB - the reflective
badge, that was soon outlawed.

softened and re-dyed (only one panel
was not salvageable), and put back
together with new piping. The car to
this day still has the original spare tire
(notice the white wall!)
Stan was very proud of this find.
He kept the car, thinking about an
eventual museum resting place. In
1999, Stan's son Shad used it as his

honeymoon car, and fell in love with
it. When Stan got sick and started
disposing of his car collection, Shad
wouldn't let him sell it. 102 now lives
in California with Shad.
http://earlymgb.com/Huntley_page.
html has many pictures that I am sure
you will enjoy.
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2014 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
– SAVE THE DATE Niagara Falls, Ontario – October 24-26, 2014
By Tony and Lynne Burgess, NAMGBR
AGM & Convention Coordinators

T

his year’s NAMGBR Annual
General Meeting (AGM) will be
held in Niagara Falls, Ontario,
which is the location of next summer’s
MG2015 from June 8-12. MG2015 is
being hosted by the MG Car Club of
Toronto. The host hotel’s name, address and group booking code will be
published in the next issue of “The MG
Driver”.
This meeting is open to all
NAMGBR members and guests and are
you encouraged to attend all or part of
the weekend’s activities.
The weekend’s schedule is as follows:
Friday night (October 24th)
5:00 – Meet in the host hotel lobby
(Hotel name to be announced shortly)

5:30-7:00 pm - Tour of facility
7:30 - Dinner (order from regular
menu)
Saturday (October 25th)
8:30 - 9:30 - Drive to Ball's Falls – location of MG 2015 Car Show
9:30 - 10:00 - View car show area
10:00 – 12:30 - Return to Niagara and
host hotel (including lunch)
12:30 - 1:00 - Setup for AGM
1:00 - 5:00 – Annual General Meeting
of the North American MGB Register
7:00pm - Dinner
Sunday (October 26th) - Check Out
and travel home.
Please contact me on MGOHIO@
AOL.COM or 614-899-2394 if you have
questions about this year’s AGM. Hope
to see you there. Don’t forget your
Passport since this will be held on the
Canadian side of the Falls!

MGB Suspension and Handling
By Denny Hale
Kansas City MG Car Club

M

GBs are quick little cars that
are designed to be fun to drive.
One thing I’ve learned is that
people always try to take something
that’s good, and make it better; better
in THEIR opinion. Stock MGB suspension is good. Good for daily driving,
not too soft, not too stiff. But some
years ago, I was wanting better. I wanted to go really fast around really tight
corners. Here’s some things I learned
about my LBC. First some definitions:
Oversteer: The condition in a curve
where the rear of the car loses traction,
while the front of the car keeps traction, and the back tends to swap places
with the front (i.e. – spin out).
Understeer: The condition in a curve
where the front of the car loses traction, and the rear of the car doesn’t,
and even though the wheels are
turned, the car plows straight ahead.
Drift: The condition in a curve where
all four tires loose traction, and the
car “drifts” through the curve. (This
is generally considered optimum balance.)
Sway: The condition where the body
of the car does not stay parallel to the
road surface.
An MGB with stock suspension
will oversteer. Starting into a corner
fast, the car’s body will sway out from
the curve, and the outside rear tire will
lift off the ground and start to spin.
Too fast, and the car will spin out and
swap ends, sometimes multiple times;
fun but scary.
In the early years, a front sway
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bar was an option on MGBs. The ’65
B I had was not fitted with one, so of
course I had to put one on. At first, the
bars were 9/16” in diameter; then later
they went to a stiffer 5/8”. I put on a
stock 9/16” bar with standard rubber
bushings from a swap meet, and enjoyed the reduced sway it gave my car
on hard corners. Of course it increased
oversteer.
When I got my ’68 B, the fun really started. Again, I wanted to reduce
the sway of the body, so I changed the
9/16” front bar to 5/8” and added urethane bushings. This was better, but I
wanted more. To reduce the oversteer
condition, I added a rear sway bar to
limit the sway of the rear end. Rear
sway bars were stock on MGB-GTs, and
on raised body 1977 and newer MGBs
(heavier, higher centers of gravity).
The rear bar really flattened the body
roll, but now the problem was, I had
created an understeer condition, and
I really hated that. I’d rather oversteer
than understeer. So I changed the 5/8”
front bar to an aftermarket racing 3/4”
bar. With urethane bushings, the 3/4”
front bar, and the added rear sway bar,
my B’ really cornered like it was on
rails and drifted beautifully through
corners.
The only problem was my car now
rode like a lumber wagon; and after
a few years, it was more punishment
than my body wanted. As I got older,
I found I used my ‘B more for longer
cruises, than for autocrosses. As a
result, I removed the rear sway bar, left
the 3/4” on the front, and the car now
rides enjoyably well.
My ‘B taught me everything’s a
trade-off. Flatter ride, stiffer, and better cornering, meant a less comfortable
ride. Maybe it’s a young man, old man
thing. Maybe that stock suspension’s
not so bad after all. Viva la oversteer!
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MG 2014 Update

By Denny Elimon

M

G 2014, June 15-19, 2014, will
be held within weeks when
this issue of The MG Driver arrives at your door. So ladies and gentleman, now is the time to start preparing
for a great run to French Lick, Indiana!
The Southern Indiana British Car
Club & the Illinois Flat Land British
Car Club has toiled since the completion of the last convention to develop
an event that everyone will remember.
Check out ww.mg-2014.com and sign
up today for the activities awaiting
you. From all indications this will be
one of the largest gatherings for the
North American MGB Register.
Now we need your help. If for any
reason you have a reservation that will
not be used, we have a waiting list for
rooms at the host hotel. We are maintaining the waiting list and will fill
available rooms from the list as they
become available. Luckily, there are
rooms available at the alternate hotels
that are very close by. Also, if you have
not yet registered yet, please sign up.
Registration will help us to staff the
event and to plan for scheduled activities.
As the event rapidly approaches,
the host clubs have been able to add
events that may interest participants.
The North Carolina MG Club has
developed a driving tour from North
26
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Carolina to French Lick. Tour information is posted on the www.mg-2014.
com website. You are invited to join
the tour no matter where you live. A
special ‘Thanks” to Ron & Pat Wharton for developing plans!
In addition to the tour, a photo
Facebook event is now under way. Anyone familiar with digital photography
and posting photos on Facebook is encouraged to capture photos traveling
to and from MG 2014. The photos will
be posted on the forum for all to share
the beauty of America while traveling
to French Lick and while attending the
event. A special “Thanks” to Simon
Dix for developing this page.
For those of you that are participating in the Moss Motors 2014
Motoring Challenge, the trip to French
Lick will be a great opportunity to
drive, take pictures, and earn points.
MG 2014 is now officially registered
as a host event site to celebrate the
marque’s 90 year anniversary. The
event “MG90” will be an international
affair, featuring a spectacular array of
MGs. Go to the MG90 logo on www.
mg-2014.com to be linked the celebration website.
On behalf of the host clubs , the
North American MGB Register, and
the many many volunteers working to
present MG 2014 – we look forward to
entertaining you!
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Evolution of a Racing Car

When I bought it in 2009, I had it a week before taking it to an
autocross. After one event I was bored with the way it handled.
In fact, I hated it.

Article and images provided by
John Tures
MG Car Club-Long Island Centre

T

his article and pictures shows the
evolution of my MGB racing car
starting from the first week of
purchase through to its current state,
or as I like to call it, “Phase 26”. The car
has undergone many changes since it
was purchased in the summer of 2009.
I have always loved the MGB and back
in the 1970s it was one of the hot cars
to race in SCCA. I spent many years
racing in SCCA, but never in a MGB.
I still loved them though and vowed
one day I would have one the way I
wanted.
My background and desire has
always been racing. I get bored at car
shows and usually get through them
in about half an hour. I got my ww’s
license in November 1966 and the following year I started racing at the 1/8
mile drag strip at Islip Speedway. From
there I drove figure 8s, autocrosses,
time trails, hill climbs, and SCCA races
on both the Regional and National
level. In 1980, I ran out of money
and had to stop racing. In 1982, I got
28

married and we started a family the
following year that included a home,
mortgage, and business; then I really
had no money for racing. I had won a
lot races and several championships,
enough to make me miss racing all the
while I was gone. Now a zillion years
later I’m a grandfather and the house is
paid, so why not buy some toys and go
out and play.
I looked for a while and the only
car I was interested in buying for the
street was the MGB. My big mistake
was buying the car then joining
the MG Car Club when I should
have joined before I bought the car.
Reason…I paid too much for it and
at my first meeting in the Allen Park
parking lot George Carrasquillo’s nice
white MGB was there looking much
better than the one I bought and was
cheaper...UGH!
When I bought it in 2009, I had it
a week before taking it to an autocross.
After one event I was bored with the
way it handled. In fact, I hated it. Anyway, undaunted I utilized members of
the club to help me bring the car along
to where it is today. Things started to
evolve from there and locating rust underneath a so-so paint job did not de-
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sucked.
car to Roy
Once
Schawachter
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This plus
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ing tires and
discard the
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The next plan was cosmetic and as the picture below shows I
stock MGB
wheels was tried a variety of color schemes to get what I was looking for
axle in favor
a substanof the lighter
tial improvement and changed my class from MGA unit that contained a pumpkin
rear. I also dumped the drum brakes
stock.
These changes made the car fun to for discs. Now I can use a combination
of braking and handling to throw the
drive, but after a while I realized that
car around the corners; it is so much
my old racing impulses started to push
more fun to drive now.
to the surface; I needed to go faster.
The next plan was cosmetic and
I needed to beat the kids who didn’t
even know what I was driving. But that as the picture shows I tried a variety of
color schemes to get what I was lookwas only fair, I had no idea what they
ing for. Back in the day my race cars
were driving either even though I read
were all silver with various blue or red
it on the side of their car.
trim, so why not. My B also needed
The next step was to start lightensome more suspension modification as
ing the car and myself. At the same
well as a roll bar to help strengthen the
time I bought a real race car to return
frame. The final configuration of how
to SCCA racing, talk about drama. The
work was long and hard as the car went the car will look is silver and red.
This car is SOOO much fun to
through a lot of different configuradrive now and is getting quicker all the
tions and many, many changes. The
next major change was that it needed a time; and so am I. At one of the recent
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heart transone of the
plant and
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put together
Devo, Evo,
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Clivic and
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when he
it up! But I
asked me
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my Datsun The final configuration of how the car will look.
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car.” His excar came topression told
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he did beat
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by much;
the car
he’s in my
won three
sights. So are
events, in
those damn
2013 I’ve
Miatas.
won twice
Next,
The final configuration of how the car will look.
as of this
new tires
writing. I butchered my tires at the
and off to Lime Rock and New Jersey
last autocross in 97-degree heat of
Motorsports for time trails and track
July. Nothing is planned for the car
days. There may be some vintage races
in August because of SCCA racing but
in my future but that will easily add
September through November my
$5K to what I have in the car for all the
MGB should be back in action.
safety equipment.

Preform Resources Inc.

GT with the full speedster kit installed.

Article and images provided by
Robert Rushing

I

was looking at some photos on Facebook recently, when I came across
the mention of this company that
specializes in FRP (Fibre-reinforced
plastic – or more commonly known as
fiberglass) body panels for racing MGs.
I contacted the owner of Preform

Owner Dave Craddock in the workshop.
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Resources, Dave Craddock, to get more
information. His shop is located in
Redford, Michigan, and has been in
business for a number of years, focusing primarily on racing.
As Dave reports: We started building our Speedster kits, mostly for SCCA
racing, but started getting requests to
create a Sebring-style kit that looked
good and was easier to fit for road cars.

Speedster Body Kit
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GT with special Speedster kit and RV8 bonnet.

GT undergoing speedster kit installation.

Speedster body kits appeared on five of the fastest MGB race cars at the 2006 SCCA Championships - Chuck Leighton’s MGB.

Close up of Sebring rear valance.

MGC bonnet.

MGC bonnet - underside.

GT with Sebring rear valance installed.

We looked at some of the kits out there
and decided to test fit a kit from England to see if we could create a guide
on how to design ours. Unfortunately,
the parts were so bad that we decided
to just start from scratch (and threw
the other kit away).
We began by developing a wheel
arch modifying system that would be
easy to install and make the modifications more structurally sound after the
fenders were installed not to mention
as a way to keep dirt and the elements
32

out. The front fenders are bolt-on and
we have three separate front airdam/
valance options. We also offer three
separate bonnet options made from
FRP – stock, MGC, and RV8. We also
make kits for Midgets/Sprites, Bugeye
Sprites, and 1500 Midgets.
Looking through his website,
you can see a number of cars which
his panels have appeared on in SCCA
championships. To see more and get
more information, check out
www.preformresources.com.
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Peter Morton at 2004 SCCA championship - front and rear fenders and airdams are from Preform.
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Seinfeld Drove My Car
Article by Kim de Bourbon
Keystone Region MG Club
Images provided by
Manhouse Productions, LLC

C

omedian Jerry Seinfeld
borrowed my car for
a couple of days last
November.
Among the things Jerry
occupies his time with in the
aftermath of the immensely
popular Seinfeld TV show is
an online-only show he calls
“Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee,” now in its third
season.
If you’re not familiar with
this webcast of short video
episodes, it is exactly what
the title says. In each episode,
Seinfeld picks up a comedian
in a different classic car, and
they go for coffee, usually in
the Manhattan area where he
lives.
Last fall, Seinfeld was
looking for an early MGB to use, preferably red and located in the greater
New York region. His producer found
photos of my 1966 MGB online and
called our house, saying they were
interested in my B for a shoot.
I had some concerns — celebrity

or not, it’s a slightly uncomfortable
thing to let someone you don’t know
come and take your car away for a
couple of days.
But there wasn’t a lot of time to
think about it. They called on a Thursday, and asked me to send some detail
photos for Seinfeld’s review. On Friday

they said the car had been approved,
and that they wanted to pick the car
up that Sunday afternoon and bring it
back on Tuesday.
Unfortunately, with such short
notice there was no way we could spare
the time to go into the city with the car
(only 90 minutes away) — otherwise
we would have gladly driven it there,
hung out a couple of days to watch the
shoot, and driven it back.
I told them the car was filthy,
which it was. I’d driven it hard and put

BGA Studios.com
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it away dirty, and had no
time to wash it for them.
Seinfeld’s people promised
to shine it up and detail it.
They also promised it
would travel in a covered
trailer. In fact, the truck
that came for it had the fanciest trailer we’d ever seen:
A flat bed with retractable
side curtains.
And, they said it would
be kept indoors overnight.
And in fact, it was stored
at the Classic Car Club of
Manhattan, where for a
$55,000 lifetime membership fee members can
use a stable of exotic and
vintage cars, kept in livingroom-like conditions with
23-foot ceilings and shiny
black epoxy floors.
(The club has two
vehicles it calls their “A
2 B” cars, “simply here to
provide you wheels when
you need them for daily tasks.” These
lowly loaners are a Mercedes ML350
and an Audi Q7 — both luxury SUVs
in the $50,000 range.)
But I digress. Suffice it to say that
for the two nights it spent there, my
little red car was the most humble car
in the joint. At home it is parked on a
plywood floor in a tarp-walled garage.
Anyway, friends have commented
how great the car looks in the episode,
which it does — Jerry’s minions did a
fantastic job of detailing it.
(According to the tow truck driver
who brought it back, however, they
did grumble over how much work they
had to do to clean it up. Guess they
aren’t used to dealing with cars that
are daily drivers.)
There are a few scenes where
the discerning British car owner will
notice the rust-bubbling rocker panels.
My dented front valance is also clearly
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visible, made more noticeable by the
fact that the production crew removed
my English license plate from the front
of the car for most of the shoot. (You
can see it in some scenes, but not in
others.)
They also chose to remove my
club grill badges … but at least they left
my club and NAMGBR decals on the
windshield, which are clearly visible
in many of the shots. (They probably
didn’t realize they were static cling, or
I’m sure they would have taken them
off as well.)
Anyway, there is a lot of great
footage of Seinfeld driving my B. In
the opening segment, which is all
about the car, he’s driving it around
the Unisphere, the giant steel globe
that is a relic of the 1964 World’s Fair
in Queens.
The next day he picks up comedian friend Todd Barry in the East
Village. They drive through lower
Manhattan, through the BrooklynBattery Tunnel, and out to Nathan’s
Famous hot dogs on Coney Island.
Now Todd Barry is not exactly
a household name, compared to
other passengers Jerry has had, such
as Howard Stern, Jay Leno, Tina Fey,
David Letterman, Mel Brooks. But as
Charles pointed out, perhaps the fact
that Todd doesn’t have much to say for
36

himself during the drive is the reason
there is more focus on the car than
on the comedian or on the “going for
coffee.”
In any case, Seinfeld is a vintage
Porsche collector, but in the opening
segment reveals his feelings about
MGBs.
“To me, this car is the most purely
classical expression of sports car-ness
ever. The size, the lines, the cozy
cockpit, the nice little exhaust burble.
When I saw this on the road at the age
of 9 or 10 among the giant Buicks and
Ford station wagons my parents and
their friends drove, I thought hey, wait
a minute, maybe the world could be a
fun place.”
As Seinfeld heads to the East
Village to pick up his passenger (shot
the next day), he says that since Barry
“told me he’s never been in a sports car
in his life, I wanted to start him off in
THE classic.”
After he and Barry get on the road,
Seinfeld explains the appeal of driving
a sports car.
“So the whole idea of this thing is
you want to look stylish, you want to
feel fun-loving, so that other people
are attracted to you as a vivacious individual,” he says as they drive top-down
through the streets of Manhattan, the
new World Trade Center dominating
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Jerry with comedian Todd Barry on their drive to get coffee in Coney Island.

the skyline ahead of them.
“Isn’t this fantastic? Aren’t you
realizing that you’ve been missing
something now?”
A car owner’s observations:
• Kudos to them for driving topdown in New York City on November
3. It was a sunny day, but couldn’t have
been too warm. Normally I’d deride
the fact they drive with the top down
and windows up, but hey, they were recording conversation during the drive,
so I’ll give them a break on that.
• The opening scene shows a
closeup of Jerry dangling MG keys at
his side. These are the “fancy” keys I
had made on those brass blanks Moss
sells with the MG logo. I guess Seinfeld
found them interesting, but the truth
is, I don’t like them that much, and I
have them as my spares. I didn’t want
to risk someone losing my original
little Wilmot-Breeden keys, which are
what I use day-to-day.
• Jerry starts the car with the
headlight switch already on … Not
something any British car owner

would recommend.
• Seinfeld describes the car as having a leather interior. (I wish, but it’s
classic vinyl.)
• Jerry mentions “the nice little
exhaust burble.” Good thing I just had
a new exhaust system put in, because
a week earlier the B was emitting flat,
rattling farts.
• I’d also just installed new threepoint hook-mount seatbelts, because
the retractable inertia reel ones I had
before were a major pain in the butt.
But neither guy bothers wearing the
shoulder belts, and Barry in one scene
has a problem figuring it all out.
Now I’m just waiting for the threefoot snow bank to melt from in front
of my MG tent, so I can sit in the seat
where Seinfeld sat, and take it for a
drive.
=====================
Watch online at http://comediansincarsgettingcoffee.com. Click on
the Todd Barry “So You’re Mellow and
Tense?” episode.
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So Your MG Wants To Be In The Movies?
Article and images provided by
Jay Levy

S

o you want to be in the movies?
Or your MG does? The movie
making business has taken off
in a big way in the state of Georgia
due to tax incentives offered to the
Hollywood
production
companies.
In the last
few years I
have worked
as an extra
or “Background”
in several
TV shows
and movies
filmed in
Atlanta.
Last year
there was a
casting call
for pre-1980
cars for two upcoming productions.
If you pay attention to recent movies
that depict an earlier time frame you
will see that they don’t miss much in
recreating the correct time period.
Automobiles are a big part of the background. “42”, the story of Jackie Robinson, was filmed in and around Atlanta.
The story takes place in the 1940’s and
the lineup of cars in the movie is fascinating. When the recently released
Anchorman 2 started filming in Atlanta
earlier this year, the opportunity for
my MGB appeared. The movie takes
place mostly in New York City in 1980.
So all autos had to be pre-1980 and the
streets of Atlanta were converted to
look like NYC.
So when the MGB was booked, I
was scheduled for a costume fitting.
Central costume for Anchorman 2 was
in a small warehouse next to some of
the studios used for filming in Atlanta.
I walked into a room filled with racks
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and racks of clothing from 1980. And
reference material to make sure the
clothing was accurate, J.C. Penney and
Sears catalogs from 1980. I walked out
fitted with my plaid polyester pants
and corduroy blazer.
First shot I worked on was the
Champ Kind Chicken restaurant
scene. As
extras, we
don’t know
the script
or have any
idea of the
story line. I
was asked if
I could come
to the set
on a Sunday
afternoon
for a few
hours just
to get some
pictures.
They parked
the cars in
front of the restaurant; it was my MGB,
a VW bug, a very nice TR6, an alloriginal one-owner Olds Cutlass, and
a big (rusty) Buick. California License
plates were attached to each car as
the restaurant was in San Diego. The
drivers all went inside the restaurant to
pose as customers. A few still pictures
were taken, everyone stood around
and talked and we were done.
Early in the movie, Will Ferrell’s
character, Ron Burgundy, is rounding
up the old news crew and they show
a TV commercial for Champ Kind’s
Chicken restaurant with Champ,
played by David Koechner, standing in
front of a picture of the restaurant with
the MGB front and center. She is now a
star, California tags and everything!
The next day filming was in the
restaurant and the movie cars were
parked in the parking lot and others
were driving by on the street as police
stopped normal traffic. In the final
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version of the movie, I can be seen
through the restaurant window driving by, twice! Guess I got lost. There
were at least ten cars driving by during
the filming and I only saw two or three
actually drive by in the movie.
The next scene I worked in was
a night event filmed in downtown
Atlanta. They installed an ice skating rink between two high rise office
towers and had the street out front set
up to look like NYC. I drove at 5 mph
in traffic with taxis and other cars for
hours as they filmed. The idea was to
show a street clogged with New York
holiday traffic.
Prior to filming each driver is
issued a radio and the production assistants will talk to the drivers, telling
us where to set up, if we are going to
slow or fast or any other instructions.
When filming starts there is the traditional “quiet on set,” and “action!” The
drivers only here the radio blare “Cars,
Cars, Cars!” and off we go.
Filming in Atlanta that night
was exciting with Will Ferrell and the
whole cast in the city for this big scene.

Crowds of people were lining the
streets to try and see the stars. A
group of young, probably intoxicated, folks decided they liked the
MGB and maybe they thought I
was one of the movie stars. Well,
after some fun conversation with
them and posing for pictures a
young lady decided she should ride
in the MG with me. Anyone not
involved in the production is not
allowed anywhere near the filming
or the crew or background actors.
My radio lit up with the producers’
comments, not to be repeated here.
The MG and I almost lost our big
role that night. As it turns out in
the movie you cannot see a single
car driving by in the scene. But it
was a fun night.
If you saw the first Anchorman movie, the big ending was the
fight in a San Diego park between
all the competing news teams.
Anchorman 2 also ended with a
fight, a weeklong shoot in a park
in downtown Atlanta. Along with
a collection of NYC taxis, a city bus,
various old box trucks, some great 70’s
classic cars, and my MG, we spent the
week driving in circles around the park
as they filmed the final scene. The
scene featured cameo appearances by
some big name stars.
One afternoon during a break, I
waited in line for the restroom with
Liam Neeson. Harrison Ford walked up
to the car in front of me to ask about
the car. Sacha Baron Cohen gave me a
thumbs up for the MG. One afternoon
we had a long break as cameras were
moved around and repositioned and
aimed up at a building. After the usual
“quiet on the set” at the top of a 15
story building Kirsten Dunst appeared
playing a trumpet. Through all this
the MG drove in circles around this
park every day for a week in early summer in Atlanta. Being a typical MG the
warm afternoons were not kind to the
MG or me.
On the final day of filming, we
prepared for the big street scene. Our
cars were placed on Peachtree Street
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in a scattered
pattern to look
abandoned as
they were preparing for a big stunt
with motorcycles
and fighter jets;
the MGB was
placed right
behind a hidden ramp for the
motorcycle jump.
Most cars were
left with doors
open and turned
at various angles
in the street. On
the other side of
the ramp was a “The Judge” – Pontiac
GTO. In the movie the GTO is prominent on the street.
In the movie the fighter jets fly
by and Vince Vaughn playing Wes
Mantooth and his team came down
Peachtree Street on motorcycles flying
past the MG and landing at the feet of
Ron Burgundy and his team. As Wes
and Ron confront each other in the
scene, the MG looks like it is sitting on
Wes Mantooth’s shoulder. Great screen
time for the MG.
Most of the cars used were regular
cars owned by people from all over
the state of Georgia. There were some
great cars – the GTO and a 1971 Trans
Am were my favorites. As I mentioned
there was a very nice TR6, and an
original 1970 daily driver VW bug. The
people and their cars were interesting
stories.
It is a different experience to
watch a big production movie with
big name stars and there sits my MGB.
I got to spend many hours in the MG
that week. That is not unusual for me
as this is the third MGB I have owned.
My second B, a 1973, took me from
Atlanta to California and many places
in between during the summer of
1977. Not having much money I slept
in the MG several times. So I am used
to spending time in an MG.
If you have any interest in working in movies or TV with your car you
40

Batteries

should start with a Facebook search
for casting companies. Most of the
announcements for this type of work
are posted on Facebook. You will even
find companies specializing in placing
cars, trucks and boats in movies. Just
follow those pages, add your name to
their mailing list and watch the postings.
The actual casting process for
people usually starts with a photo
submission of your face, head and
shoulders and a full-length photo. It is
very similar with submitting your car,
several photos, front and back and a
statement of the year. In many productions the car is parked and the owner
is asked to walk around as a “Background” actor.
As for the future of my MGB in
the movies? Look for it in the pilot for
a new AMC series Halt & Catch Fire.
I hope to work on this production
more as filming continues in Atlanta.
We also auditioned for the lead role
in a movie that filmed in Atlanta this
summer but didn’t get the part. The
script called for an MGB and the prop
department told me they had purchased a set of SU carbs to be placed on
a workbench as they film an MG being
repaired. My MGB won’t be in it but
there will be one, keep a look out for it,
“Endless Love”, which is scheduled for
release Valentine’s Day 2014.
So until our next role we wait and
ride.
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Just how dirty can a battery get? Dirt promotes discharge and gives a place
for battery acid to collect. A great reason to use a PVC battery container on the
restoration.

Article and images provided by
Dave Braun

O

ne of the things I really enjoy
about Diane’s and my relationship is our system of coming to
agreement on things. Basically, it is a
modified consensus process with four
potential outcomes. The first outcome
is that we both agree to do something;
the second is that she is in favor, and
I’m against; the third is the opposite,
I’m in favor and she is against; and
the fourth is that although we have
considered something, we are both
against it and in the end that is good.
We both know that this sometimes
increases the deliberation process as
we both have to be on the same page to
do something, but again, our respect
and appreciation for each other’s
talents usually results in trusting the
other and voting in unison. But only
one of the four outcomes results in action (unless you can sometimes count
doing nothing as an action).

We came within a gnat’s eyelash
of packing up and moving from our
sleepy little Minnesota river town to
North Carolina this past summer.
The house was up for sale, we were
in lockstep with our realtor for the
sales price objective. We had negotiated to purchase a new home in our
new state, and we were both pretty
excited. But when events suddenly
tipped the scales of our move away
from our favor (and believe me there
were many – from career opportunities
for me, to the lovely home we found,
to the much less troublesome winters
and the prospect of enjoying our LBCs
year ‘round), we both simultaneously
pulled the plug… and unpacked. That’s
the way our consensus process works.
This process also exists on our
MGs and other projects. Diane’s sense
of form and color is much stronger
than mine. I got lucky on Tommy the
1952 MG TD and picked a factory color
combination of Ivory over Green that
she likes and is often complimented
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by others. Her MGB Maggie uses
colors not available in 1970, but were
available in other years, and again,
the combination of Old English White
over Burgundy is stunning, even
though I couldn’t see it at the time she
selected them; but as my friend Dr.
Mike agreed, “It’s her car, she can have
whatever colors she wants.” And as
usual, Dr. Mike was right.
Sammy, the little 1974 Triumph
Spitfire that followed me home is keeping his Sapphire Blue finish (a dark
deep color which doubles as a dust
magnet) for his newly repainted splendor, but the Shadow Blue interior (a
light gray-blue tint) was stripped apart
and half refinished Black by the previous owner, so the choice is wide open.
I would like a Biscuit interior but Diane
has vetoed that color, and she would
like Cream. Well, Sammy is my car, but
by this time I recognize her talents in
this area, so we are looking at Cream
upholstery samples as she cautions
me to not have too many colors in the
mix. I would like a Dark Blue carpet
but since his center column and dash
padding are Black, and a Cream carpet
would be disastrous, we are considering Black, which I happen to have on
hand.
Another LBC project that comes
quickly to mind because it was so
recent is the purchase of a new battery for Maggie. The battery started
giving some hesitation and trouble
while setting up for the garage sale
in preparation to moving to North
Carolina (I came close to selling
my compressor, but that’s another
story). When we moved Maggie to the
backyard (to make room for the tables
and sale items) she refused to start,
but responded readily to boosting the
car’s starter with the combination
battery charger/starting unit. If you
ever need to do this, and you have
a battery showing at least 12 volts,
enough to run the car, but not enough
maybe to excite the starter, simply
attach the proper charger lead to the
brown terminal at the fuse block, and
the other lead to a good ground. This
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will provide enough of a boost to the
starter without endangering the wires.
A week or so later, we needed to boost
the starter again for a MG event, so
I brought the charger with me and simply informed our host that I may need
100 feet or so of extension cord to get
Maggie motivated. But as is typical of a
failing battery, running the car the 30
miles or so and then leaving four hours
or so later, masked the symptoms the
battery experienced.
As this problem was developing,
Diane and I negotiated on the pros
and cons of buying a new battery now,
with the season ending. She was in
favor of bringing a new battery to the
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storage facility next spring to maximize the warranty period, while I was
in favor of getting the new battery
now. While the at least eight year old
battery didn’t owe her anything as she
got the car in 2005 with the battery in
it, any new battery she got was going to
be on her dime. My rationale centered
on things she couldn’t possibly know.
For example, her current single Group
26, 12 volt battery was a very tight fit
in the PVC battery box which I put
in late one night while finishing up
Maggie’s restoration. While the Group
26 is a fairly common hidden modification for eliminating the twin six
volt batteries originally provided by
MG, not all Group 26 batteries are the
exact same size. This one had delusions of bulking up, so as a final resort
I took my heat gun to the PVC battery
box and resized the corners to accept
the battery. I knew that wedging the
battery out of the box, while leaning
into the car next April in an unheated
storage space, might be ‘uncomfortable’ especially since I carefully refit
the cables through the box and then
reattached their clamps. I did all this
because when I pulled Maggie apart
(after we discovered we had a Green
over Black car but we always wanted
an Old English White over Red car) the
battery looked like it was a refuge from
a mud storm, living as it was in the
open battery perch under the back of
the car. So early in the restoration I put
a PVC battery box on my list of things
to do.
Then, I thought of the effect of
temperature on a slowly discharging
battery. The proposed storage facility
is unheated, which is wonderful for
a battery, since although cold temperature affects cranking amperage, it
inhibits discharging. A fully charged
battery (which this wasn’t going to be,
no matter what I did) with the ground
side disconnected, will not freeze until
it gets to 90°F below zero – really! It
might not crank anything at this temperature, but it won’t freeze and crack
the case, and in the process release
deadly-to-metal acid in its wake. I fig-

ured at least one cell, maybe two, were
poor, and I could come back to a real
mess in the spring. Then I thought,
“well, I could pull the battery when we
got to the storage facility, no matter
how inconvenient or stuck it may be,
and bring a new battery in the spring;
but then I have to store the battery for
trade-in, and what if the new battery
was too big for the PVC box and I had
to refit the cables…?” Pretty soon I
was imagining all the tools, battery
grease and effort I could be expending
for a 10 minute job I could do in the
garage even given the unknowns. This
all went through my mind in about
twelve seconds, but I was pretty sure
that Diane was not prepared for the
argument so I let it lay.
The next Monday, Diane was getting ready to go to the MG Girls lunch
and was running a touch late. The top
was up on her car which she prefers
when going out someplace because the
wind really does a number on her hair.
Her basic mode of operation is to keep
the top up until she is ready to come
home, and then lower it and drive
with the sunshine on her face, the
iPod belting out songs, and a smile as
big as life itself. In fact, one of my jobs
before I installed the new ‘hood’ as it
is called in the UK was to put the top
up each morning so the ritual could be
repeated each working day.
I was up in my office working, and
I heard the SAAB start and glanced out
and realized she left Maggie behind.
Oh-Oh. You have to understand, that
with the recent decision to stay in
Minnesota, and the way she loves that
car and bemoans the short driving
season, anytime she is unable to drive
her car it is considered close to disaster.
My singular purpose in life at times is
to make sure that the brave little MGB
is ready and willing when needed.
So about fifteen minutes later, I went
out and turned the key in the ignition
was rewarded with a simple ‘click’. I
checked for voltage at the fuse box and
read only 12.2 volts when at least 12.5
is needed.
Having the top already up made
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The same, soon to fail battery, but cleaned up and jammed very solidly in the battery box. This little
battery provided almost nine years of service.

it easy to flip the seats forward and
remove the beautiful burgundy carpet
panel revealing the five quarter turn
fasteners in the twin battery cover.
Once again I had the opportunity to
wonder why the panel was designed
so that the four corner fasteners were
90° out from the center fastener, but I
digress. I undid the battery clamps and
used the nylon strap I had slipped and
knotted under the battery when it was
installed to pull up, from my disadvantaged position, the battery. Just as I
thought, that battery was very married
to the box, and the box wasn’t coming out without removing the battery
cables. I loosened the top and flipped
it forward on the hood sticks revealing
a much more accessible battery. Now
I could pull straight up and try with
all my might, the battery refused to
budge. I considered getting my ‘comealong’ and rolling the car back to a
favorable position to jack the battery
straight up when it suddenly popped
up an inch, and then came along the
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rest of the way.
In another minute, I had the
battery on my bench and the covers
removed so I could check the specific
gravity of the water/battery acid in the
battery, which is a good indication of
charge. There are six cells in a battery,
and each one delivers about 2.2 volts
when fully charged, for a total of about
13.2 volts, but losses in the wiring
and other factors make the expected
voltages lower. The ‘water’ should just
cover the cell plates and is really an
electrolyte and contains both lead and
sulfate along with H2O. Discharging
creates water while charging creates
sulfuric acid. A discharged cell will
show a specific gravity (its ratio to
distilled water… which is the only
water one should use when servicing
a battery and is available at grocery
stores) of 1.100, and when fully
charged between 1.280 and 1.300. As
an aside, the freezing temperature of
a discharged battery (with the electrolyte at 1.180 specific gravity) is only
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6°F below zero. In the case of our little
worn out Group 26 battery, the first
cell was at about 1.210 and the fourth
cell was under 1.200. The battery
needed replacing.
I put the battery in the trunk of
the Audi and drove the few blocks to
our local auto-parts store, along with a
tape measure because I was hoping not
to have to enlarge the PVC battery box
further. I always handle a battery carefully and wear old clothing because
the battery acid can be unnoticed and
will activate with the water in the
process for cleaning clothing, creating holes in the clothing, and perhaps
anything else in the automotive restoration clothing cleaning equipment located in the laundry room at the time.
Just the other day, I helped a young
lady fix two flat tires on her Pontiac
G6. In searching for a jack (which
wasn’t there, but that’s another story),
I found a dead automotive battery just
under two very expensive sets of golf
clubs, and then watched her grab the
dead battery getting the sleeves of her
ski parka on the dirty surfaces of the
battery. Besides the obvious penalties
of driving on substandard tires and using her car as a storage facility, I hope
she did not wreck her ski jacket.
As luck would have it a Group
26 R battery, which was a quarter
inch smaller in every direction, was
available. The ‘R’ simply meant that
the terminals were reversed positive
and negative on the battery, but since

I left a few extra inches of battery
cable in place when I restored Maggie
I figured it wouldn’t be a problem to
reach each terminal with the proper
cable. Putting in the new battery took
only a few minutes, as it did indeed
slip in much easier and with the nice
built-in handle, I no longer needed the
nylon strap under the battery to lift it
free. After securing the battery in the
holder, I started the car, and everything was peachy.
Diane soon arrived home and I
innocently asked her, “So you decided not to use Maggie today?” She
responded with the car not starting,
and so I went in the garage with her,
and what do you know, Maggie started
right up. “This is so frustrating,” she
said, “I go out and have trouble, and
you just turn the key and it starts. I
give up!” Ok, so now I was feeling sort
of guilty, and my little joke wasn’t
quite as funny as I thought it would be,
so I explained that Maggie now had a
new battery that would last her many
years. I didn’t bring up that I could
have done it sooner had we agreed on a
battery replacement plan, but I didn’t
apologize for going over her head and
making my own executive decision.
She was actually happy enough with
the results, that she didn’t make any
comments in that direction either. So
I guess we still enjoy the consensus
model of decision making, much to
our mutual benefit.

Scan this.

North American MGB Register
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When Four Is Not Enough

Article and images provided by
Russ Williams
Sacramento Valley MG Club

I

t all started back in the late 60’s
when I was in the Air Force and
bought a 1952 MG TD with a blown
engine for $50. I restored this car and
traded it in on a ‘64 MGB that was
almost new. I think they got the better
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of me on that trade. I drove the MGB a
few years, then later a MGA for a while.
I went through about seven years
with no MGs and then bought a ‘66
MGB roadster in 1979 that I still own
and frequently drive. I have a friend in
the Sacramento Valley MG Club that
exposed me to the MGC and I decided
that would be my next MG.
In 1997, I found a MGC/GT that
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had been off the road since 1981. The
previous owner had rebuilt the engine
and transmission, but never installed
them. The car was a basket case with
boxes of parts scatted everywhere.
There was not one wire or brake line
under the hood. The car was originally
snowberry white, but I told my wife we
could paint the car any color as long as
was a correct factory color. We decided

on Mineral blue.
Before I started any work I did a
lot a research about the MGC. I found
that when introduced, the British press
gave it bad marks for handling and
performance. The C engine was much
heavier than the engineers had intended since it was an Austin saloon engine
that was used instead of a new lighter
six cylinder that had been intended.
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Alternator Conversion
for 61-64 Midget & AH Sprites

With a little research, I found that the
Downton conversions done on the
MGC transformed the engine into
a respectable performer. The Stage 3
conversion involved head work, triple
HS6 carbs, headers, and dual exhaust
– so I decided to implement those
modifications to the engine.
I got the headers, exhaust system,
and intakes from MG Motorsports in
the UK. Shipping was nearly as much
as the parts! I had about eleven pounds
removed from the flywheel and had
the engine balanced. I replaced the
bushings in the suspension with poly
where available. I used KYB gas shocks
front and rear. The brakes were a pain
to get right.
I drove the car for several years
with the brake boosters by-passed.
The squirrels in my neighborhood
breathed a sigh of relief when I finally
installed rebuilt boosters. I had help
from my MGC guru in rebuilding the
boosters and bleeding the system. I always found that the MGC front brakes
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seem to have a propensity to squeal
when hot, but after the rotors were
replaced with new Brembo ones, the
squealing diminished. The car did run
warm until I had the radiator re-cored
with a 4-row high efficiency core. It
now runs between 170 to 190 degrees.
I have installed a temperature gauge
from a Sunbeam that reads in degrees.
The interior needed a complete
renovation. I decided because of the
hot California summers to go with tan
cloth seats rather than the original
black leather. The pillow dash was not
a thing of beauty, so I replaced it with
a ‘72 dash that allowed me to have
functional vents too.
The car averages around 25 MPG
at cruise. The triple set up gives better
mileage that the stock dual carb setup.
The C has been to North meets South
at Pismo Beach California (1st place)
and Reno for MG 2011 (1st place) as
well as numerous road trips with the
Sacramento Valley MG Car Club.
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Article and images provided by
Bruce Hamper

M

y first car with an alternator
was the 1974 MG Midget that
was primary transportation
during college. I used the Midget regularly to travel to schools in the Midwest. It was on a trip from Urbana, Illinois, to Bowling Green, Ohio, that the
Lucas alternator failed. The idiot light
never came on, but the headlights
were getting dimmer and dimmer on
this particular early evening drive. I
was following a semi which provided
plenty of light; however as soon as I
got off at an exit, I realized that I was
traveling by moonlight. Fortunately,
I was able to get the battery charged at
the highway gas station and head on
my way.
During that trip I learned some
important lessons. First, with a Midget
you can travel eight hours on the
battery alone, but at night with the
headlights you can travel just two

hours. Second, the idiot light can be in
working order (lights up when starting
the car), but never indicate the loss of
the alternator. Third, ‘my battery died’
is not a reasonable excuse for being
late. The remainder of the travel that
weekend was during the day.
Let’s fast forward to 2013 and the
alternator installation in the 1969
Austin Healey Sprite. All of the early
Midget and Sprites from 1961-1971 had
generators (dynamo) with an external
voltage regulator. Conversion of any
Spridget from these years will require
taking the external voltage regulator out of the wiring. Steve Maas has
posted details on his website for ‘rewiring’ the external voltage regulator so
that you can leave it in place for that
original look (http://www.nonlintec.
com/sprite/alternator/). Wiring a
new alternator is actually easier than
the original generator; so many owners simply remove the regulator. Early
Bugeye Sprites have a generator with
a tachometer drive and will require
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converting to an electronic tach gauge
since the drive cannot be attached to
the alternator.
The ’72-’74 MG Midget has a
Lucas alternator; that actually makes
conversion to a newer alternator easy.
However, any of these Spridgets from
1961-1974 can be converted to a newer
style alternator. They all have the Aseries engine (948, 1098 or 1275) and
nearly identical arrangement of the
mounting for the generator or alternator.
My ’69 Sprite had a ‘60s vintage
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Chrysler alternator (installed by the
previous owner) which also needs
an external voltage regulator since it
comes from the ‘pre-electronic’ age.
The size and weight of this Chrysler
product is remarkable and a real testament to Detroit iron. Although I could
squeeze it in, it made routing the oil
cooler lines and fresh air hose difficult.
The death knell for this alternator was
its inability to provide stable voltage.
While it worked fine when I finished
the restoration in 2008, in the last year
or so my headlights and dash lights
would oscillate at night
from dim to dimmer (or is
that dumb and dumber?). A
check of the voltage showed
an oscillation from 12V
to 16V with no particular
stable value. It was time for
the old Chrysler unit to go…
I found three examples
of alternator conversions
on the internet that have
been described for Sprites
and Midgets. The common examples include 1)
Saturn alternator, 2) Ford
Fiesta (1978-1980), and 3)
GM-Delco 1978 Camaro
alternator. The GM unit was
the cheapest and the first
one that I brought home.
However, I was not satisfied
with the alignment or size
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of this alternator. While it can be made
to work, the adjustment link must be
placed at the back of the unit and the
size is nearly equivalent to the old
Chrysler unit. In the end, I returned
the GM unit and exchanged it for a
Ford Fiesta Bosch 13107 alternator.
It’s small and aligns perfectly with
the crankshaft and water pump pulleys. The front attachment points are
identical to those used for the Lucas
alternators in ’72 – ’74 Midgets. In
fact you can use the same link for the
alternator from those years. I needed

to get a modern
link (Moss # 460330) since my
homemade bracket
for the Chrysler
unit was too big.
The rear alternator attachment
point is nearly
equivalent to the
Lucas alternator, so
’72-’74 bracket will
work in the back
with the aid of a
few washers. You
can also use the
older generator rear
bracket by adding an extension. The
Ford Fiesta alternator is shorter than
the MG generators. I modified my
generator bracket with a metal tube as
an extension.
Wiring is straightforward, but be
sure to use the D+ (indicator light) and
B+ (battery + terminal) spade connectors. I was tempted to use the terminal
post, since my original wiring harness
had the post eyelet installed for the
generator. Unfortunately, the post
DOES NOT work as a battery connection! It might harm to alternator if you

Alternator Belts
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How to Rebuild SU Carbs
A New Perspective
Article and images provided by
Steve Kirby, San Diego MG Club*
Warning: John Twist:
Do NOT read this article.
Caution: Joe Curto:
Do NOT read this article
Alternator light now comes on before starting
and the voltage reader shows the current
charge.

Light off while running and the voltage reader
shows it at charging levels.

use this post. Attaching it the wrong
way for a few minutes apparently
didn’t do any damage (ask me how
I know!), but I wouldn’t want to experiment on a new alternator. Enough
trips to the parts store, already!
Finding the correct fan belt can
be a challenge. I had two belts in my
garage collection; one too short and
one too long. The standard belt for
the Lucas alternator is very close, but
mine was just a bit short (10mm x 825
mm length). I found a slightly longer
belt (10 mm x 840 mm) that worked
perfectly. It’s amazing how much difference 15 mm (about ½”) can make.

With the new alternator in place,
I was able to get the ignition light to
work before starting the engine. This
is a major improvement, since that
light has never been on in the seven
years I’ve owned the car! The Chrysler
alternator did not have a wire for the
ignition light.
Checkout the nifty digital voltmeter that fits in the cigarette lighter
(modern term: power outlet). The
battery showed a strong 12.9V. After
starting the engine, the ignition light
went out and the voltmeter showed a
steady 14.3V. I no longer drive at night
looking dim and dimmer. Success!

Final Installation.
52
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hereas many of you were born
into families, such as Ford,
Duryea, Benz, and Henry
Stone, still others were fortunate
enough to be born into families with a
heritage which can be directly linked
to MG, such as Kimber, Thornley,
Hayter, Enever and Cousins, to name
but a few. The rest of you, apparently,
were simply born with a far greater
mechanical and engineering aptitude
then myself.
Thus, at the risk of tremendous
personal embarrassment, I will share
one of my earliest attempts at mechanical wizardry, amazing you all with
feats from my checkered past.
When I was 17, I bought my first
car, a red ‘53 TD. After a few days, it did
not seem to run as well as I thought it
should, so I took it to a mechanic, who
was pretty much straight off the boat
from England. Upon listening to my
car and looking under the bonnet, he
told me that I needed to boil out my
carbs. I asked how much it would be,
and I only remember the price being
way beyond what a 17-year-old could
afford making $1.25/hr. I also asked
him if it was hard to do, and he was
quite reassuring when he told me “No,
anyone can do it.”
Well, I went home and did what
he told me. After reinstalling the carbs,
the car seemed to run worse than ever.
In fact, it barely ran at all. It was backfiring and missing horribly. I barely
made it back to the mechanic.

When I once again asked him
to look at the car, he looked under
the bonnet and at the carbs. A bit
of a strange look came over his face.
Initially, he observed that they were
dirtier than when he had last observed
them. Then, he asked me questions
like “What kind of solution did you
use to boil them out?” “How old was
the solution?” “What brand of kits
did you put in?” “How long did you
leave them in the solution to boil them
out?” The first three questions were a
mystery to me, but I was sure of the latter. I told him that I had boiled them
for about 45 minutes. At this point, an
even more perplexed look came over
his face. “Boiled them?!? You say you
actually boiled them? What did you
boil them in?” Certainly, a straightforward question such as this deserves an
equally forthright response. “I boiled
them for 45 minutes in water on my
mom’s stove.” (and no, I did not disassemble them--I left them totally intact
and boiled them “as a unit”). I’m not
sure he has stopped laughing even yet.
*Although I will likely be banned
after this revelation.
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Basic MG: SU Carbs

Article by Jim Vickery
Images by Mark Evans.co.uk
and Moss Motors Illustrations

T

his article is intended to “demystify” SU carbs. First, I would
like to describe in very basic
terms how the car fuel system works.
The fuel pump, usually electric, draws
fuel from the tank and sends it to the
reservoir on or in the carbs at a pressure of 2-4 lbs. In the case of HS carbs,
the reservoirs (float bowls) are externally connected to the sides of each
carb. In the case of the HIF carbs, these
reservoirs are integrated into the lower
end of each carb.
Inside the reservoir or tank there
is a float that raises and lowers with
the level of fuel in the reservoir. The
float pivots against a needle that slides
up and down in a seat. The needle
shuts off the incoming fuel when the
reservoir is full and the float pushes
54
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the needle fully into the seat (blocking
the opening). If the pump is pumping
more pressure than the spec. of 2-4 lbs,
the needle that is operated by the float
becomes overwhelmed and fuel will
flow out of the overflow tube to fall on
the exhaust manifold. (Not good). Additionally, if there is a hole in the float
allowing gas into it and causing it to
no longer float, fuel will not be shut off
when the reservoir is full, also causing
fuel to overflow.
Now we get to the SU carb itself.
There are really only two moving parts
in a SU carb – those being the butterfly
disc operated by the accelerator/linkage and the pistons within the dashpots which move up and down with
the vacuum created by the engine as
it operates. (The jets in the bottom of
the carbs also move when the choke is
engaged, but we’re just focusing on the
basics with this article).
Next, let’s discuss how the carb
operates. The butterfly opens as you
step on the accelerator. This allows
vacuum from the engine to come
through the carb. This vacuum coming through the carb makes the pistons in the dashpots rise. This is done
by a small hole in the carb going to the
dome as well as air rushing thru the
throat that raises the plunger. At the
bottom of the piston is a tapered needle. This tapered needle is attached to
the bottom of the piston and the other
end is inserted into the carb jet. The jet
is connected to the carb’s reservoir. As
this needle is tapered and the hole in
the jet is straight, the higher the piston
is raised, the larger the difference in
diameter between the needle and
jet. As a result, the higher the piston
raises the more fuel is allowed into the
engine using the venturi effect. This is
very basically how an SU operates.

shafts. Grab the shaft on either end
and try to move it up and down. If
there is more than a few thousands of
an inch movement, the carbs should
be rebuilt. Although Moss sells oversize shafts that require reaming the
body oversize, I have found that often
it is the shaft that is worn and not the
body. If you are going to rebuild your
carb, don’t order the shafts until you
have taken the carb apart to make sure
what the problem is. If the shafts are
ok, the next thing is to remove the
air cleaners. Then make a rough fuel
mixture adjustment. This is done by
removing the dome and looking at
the jet. The jet is the small brass part
with the hole in it. It should be 1/16 or
.062 of an inch below the surrounding
parts. Look in your manual to see how
to adjust it to this measurement on
your style of carb. Check the outside
diameter of the piston and inside
diameter of the dashpot and make
sure they are clean. If not, clean with
carb cleaner. Reinstall the dashpot
and make sure the pistons are moving
freely. Do not mix parts between carbs!
With your finger or a tool, carefully lift the piston a 1/2-inch or so and
then let it fall. It should make a small
“Thunk” sound. If this doesn’t happen, the jet is not centered. Different
carb types require different methods
to make the adjustment. (Refer to your
workshop manual for your type of
carb). Lastly, check the damper at the
top of the dashpot. Jiggle the damper
up and down. If you hear a gurgling
sound, there is enough oil in it. If there
is no sound, add a small amount of oil.
There are varying opinions of what
oil to use. I use the same oil as I use in
the engine and transmission: 20W50
(Moss sells carb oil for around $8.00
for 4oz).

Inspecting SUs

Adjusting SUs

First thing is to determine if the
carbs are in good condition. If they are
not in good condition, trying to tune
them is a fruitless effort. The most
common problem is worn butterfly

If your carbs are in good condition, its time to tune them. First warm
up the engine then shut it off and begin to adjust the carbs. The first step is
to make sure the carbs are drawing the

56

The MG Driver • May / June 2014

same amount of air. This is done by
loosening the locks on the rod linkage
that goes between the butterfly shafts
of the different carbs. This allows the
carbs to work independently. Now
restart the engine. There are different
ways of determining how much air
is going thru the carb. The preferred
method is using a Carb Synchronizer.
These are available from Moss for a
little more than $30. Another method
which is described in workshop manuals is to take a piece of rubber hose and
listen at the mouth of the carb. Adjust
the air flow by raising or lowering the
idle adjustment screw on each carb
until the air entering each carb is the
same and the engine speed is 8001200 rpm (this can be adjusted later).
Now tighten the locks on the shaft
between carbs to tie them together
again.
Next you will want to adjust the
mixture on each carb. Raise the piston
in one carb by using the lift pin on the
underside of the dashpot. You can also
raise the piston by carefully inserting
a screw driver with a 1/4-in wide blade
into the mouth of the carb under the
piston and turning the screw driver.
When raising the piston, the engine
should increase speed momentarily

then return to idle. If the engine stalls,
the mixture is lean. If the engine
speeds up and does not return to idle,
the mixture is rich. Use the same
method of setting mixture as you did
to set jet height to 1/16 or .062. Tweaking the jet height is essentially what
you are doing by adjusting mixture.
Lowering the jet will make the mixture richer and raising it will lean it
out. Repeat this operation on the other
carb. Re-attach air cleaners and set idle
speed with the adjustment screws. As
the carbs are now locked together, one
adjustment screw can be used for both
carbs if you wish.
Hopefully you have a little better
understanding of how a carb works,
and how few variables there are. I
don’t understand how people have
problems with carbs going out of
adjustment or sync. Remember what
John Twist and Carl Heideman say,
“99% of all carb problems are electrical.”
This is the method I use on SU
carbs, and it has served me well for
many years. I am sure there are other
opinions out there. However, as Mark
Twain said, “It’s the difference of opinion that makes a horse race.”
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Tech Talk
John Twist
Technical Coordinator
The MGB Driver
John,
The headlight wiring on the column
switch melted down and I am trying to
rebuild it on my 1977 MGB. Where does
one find the bullet connectors that will fit?
How does the powered line insert into the
switch? Is it a female connector matching
the female connectors outgoing from the
switch? Does that make sense?
—Jim Gould
Jim!

The headlamp switch, mounted
in the steering column cover, is powered with a BROWN wire. At the first
position, the switch energizes the
RED wire for the parking lights; and
at the second position, while keeping the parking lights lit, it energizes
the BLUE wire for the headlights. The
small pin connectors in the very
short wiring loom (a white plastic
connector with those three wires on
one end; three individual wires with
small cylindrical female connectors
on the switch end) are probably
available from British Wiring in Pennsylvania (BritishWiring.com) or used
from Paul Dierschow at Sportscar
Craftsmen in Arvada, Colorado.
Good morning Mr. Twist,
Let me start by saying thank you for
all the wonderful videos. They are very
informative and helpful! I have a question
regarding the leaf springs on my 71 MGB
roadster, how do I tell if they need to be
replaced? Is there a dimension when they
are off the car? The strap on the driver’s
side is not taut while the passenger’s side
is. Any help will be greatly appreciated.
Thank You Again, —Greg Gale
Greg,
The MGB should sit horizontally. If
58

you measure from the bottom of the
chrome strip to the floor, through
the center of each wheel, you should
have the same number, plus or minus
1/2”, at the LF, RH, LR, and RR. As the
leaf springs collapse, the Left Rear
usually fails first (on LHD cars) which
not only lowers the left rear but lifts
the right front. The car should measure the same fore and aft as well as
left and right. Measurements made
off the car are not reliable as the
spring rate is different from spring to
spring.
John,
I have a '66 B (GHN3L71587) that
I've been wrenching on since 1986. The
engine has been rebuilt and bored out to
1980cc from a kit sourced by a Scottish
chap who raced in California. I'm contemplating buying a cross flow aluminum
head and a pair of HS-6 carbs. Have you
had any customers with the crossflow
setup? Is tuning this motor going to be a
pain? Lastly, is the engine going to grenade because the cylinder wall thickness is
too thin? This isn't a race car and will not
be on the track, rather a fast road car.
Thanks, —Darren Jameson
PS: Do you prefer the Buick 215 over the
Ford 5.0?
Darren,
I would port and polish a
standard cylinder head (yours?),
move the compression to 9.5:1, fit a
270-degree cam from APT, and keep
the HS4s. I think my configuration
will cost about the same as your
change – and my config will make
your car more powerful at the lower
rpm range. Those crossflow heads
do flow – they DO – and once you hit
about 6000 rpm they really fly. Are
you going to drive your car at 6000
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rpm? Don't forget the cam!! The cam
is the main controller and if you want
a lot of power from say, 3500 - 5500,
then you'll want to change the cam
and even, perhaps, the lift. I do not
believe you'll have a problem with
the cylinder block.
I've worked on some of the
factory V8s and since I bill myself as
"Mr Original" I have to stay with the
Buick 215!
John,
I used to be able to static time my
engine when it had points. Is it possible to
do the same with a Pertronix. I am in the
middle of replacing the clutch etc and will
need to reinstall the distributor and would
like to have it all set up and since the
timing marks are underneath it would be
easier. Thanks for any advice or guidance
you can offer. —Chris Hammer
Chris,
Static timing is the "old fashioned" and inadequate timing
method. Electronic ignitions are
difficult to static time. Here's the
solution: Beg, borrow, steal, or buy a
dial-back timing light. Highlight the
pulley and the zero finger/pointer
(the last in a clockwise direction, the
bottom most) and set the timing at
32-degrees before top dead center,
vacuum disconnected, at full mechanical advance – usually around
3000 rpm. This requires two people.
Your friend, lying on the ground,
watching the timing marks, will tell
you when the advance has ceased
moving – at that point, turn the
distributor until the timing reads
zero (having set the timing light at
32). The 32 figure is the optimum for
performance and efficiency.
John,
I love your site. I read somewhere that
early MGBs had a special bolt holding the
calipers together. Is this true, and can I
remove them and reuse after rebuilding
the front the front calipers? Thanks, —
Morgan
Morgan!
We always disassemble the
calipers for a rebuild – and we reuse
the original bolts. Purchase the

rebuild kit, new pistons, AND the
square O-ring that fits between the
caliper halves. Be cautious refitting
the pistons – use lots of lubrication
(SilGlyde from NAPA for instance) –
and push the pistons carefully.
Hi John,
I have access to an MGC 3.07 rear
axle and would like to swap out the stock
one in my '66. Questions: are the splines
and threads for the wire wheels compatible; what length driveshaft will I need;
can I put the 'B' drums on the 'C' axles?
I am not too worried about the 'B' motor
not pulling enough because that is going to
be upgraded (more power) at some point.
Any help or advice will be greatly appreciated. Respectfully, —James Hewitt
Jim,

I'm going out a limb here, but I
believe this to be correct. The overall
width of the axle is the same as an
MGB. Remember, however, that the
disc wheel diff is 1 1/2" wider than
the wire wheel diff. Your 66 MGB
was probably fit with a tubed type
/ Salisbury / GT diff, so the drive
shaft should stay the same. However,
about the drive shaft: When fitted,
there should be about one inch of exposed nose between the drive shaft
and the slip joint. If it's more or less,
then take it to a driveline specialist
(most truck repair shops have access
to driveline shops that repair drive
shafts) and have a new tube welded
into place. Remember your speedo
will not even be close to correct!
Hello John,
I watched your video on installing a
relay for a radiator fan. I followed your
instructions and diagram and installed it
on my 1979 MGB. It works perfectly. The
clarity of your diagram and narrative gave
me the confidence to try. I want do the
same for my horns but my searches have
left me confused. I have two purple/black
wires on a single female connector, coming
out of the wire harness, going into a single
terminal on the passenger side horn. I
have a single purple/black wire on a single
female connector, coming out of the wire
harness, going into a single terminal on
the driver side horn. So how do I add a
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relay? Many thanks for your continued
advice. —John Carlos
John,
You must have a California
delivery MGB (easily identified by a
second large sticker on the LH side of
the bonnet shut platform (your right,
looking at it) showing where all the
emissions tubes are connected). This
would have been a 1980 Federal Spec
MGB as they couldn’t sell 1980 MGBs
in California.
From 1979 back to the earliest
days, the horns were wired HOT with
purple. A second wire, purple with
black, led from the horns back to
the horn switch, where the circuit
was grounded. Until 1980. Then they
changed the wiring so that the horn
push excited the horn wire (purple/
black). The horns in the 1980 model
were grounded to the chassis.
To achieve your goal: Use a
Lucas SRB402 relay (used 1970 onwards as the starter relay; used 1977
onwards as the ignition relay). You
will need to run a new wire from the
rear side of the bottom fuse (Purple
wires) up to the horn relay which is
most easily mounded on the radiator
diaphragm. Connect this Purple to
one of the contact spades 30/51.
Now snip one of the purple black
wires from the female connector of
the RH horn. Test those wires to see
which one goes HOT when you push
the horn button. Take that wire,
extend it, and connect it to 85 on the
relay. Make a short earth wire (black)
and connect it to 86 and ground the
other end, perhaps under a nut holding the radiator support straps.
Now run a wire from 87 to the
horn. Piggyback it to the purple/
black wire and reconnect it to the
horn. You’re done.

Now when you push the horn
button, the purple black running to
the relay goes hot. The relay closes
as the other side of that circuit goes
to ground. The new wire from the
fuse box, carrying the current for the
horns, is switched to the new wire
from the relay to the horn. And from
the RH horn the current is carried on
the purple/black to the LH horn.
Remember RH is passenger
side (LHD), starboard, offside; LH is
driver’s side (LHD), port, nearside.
John,
A friend of mine just purchased an
overdrive transmission for his 77 B. The
seller told him that it was working properly
when removed, but my friend wanted to
know if there was a way of checking it out
before we install it...
My question to you is: Do you have
a way to checking out an overdrive when
the tranny is out of the car? And if so, is it
something that could be accomplished in
a short period of time – maybe sometime
before or after the Chicago swap meet? Let
me know your thoughts, and thanks again
for all you do....Tom Crause
Tom,
Only by spinning the gearbox at
500 rpm or more and then energizing the solenoid. If you could find a
hand held drill that had a one inch
chuck, you could grab the spigot
bush surface of the first motion shaft
and turn it clockwise as you look at
the front. We can spin it here on
our bench, but I know of no other
way. Frankly, the ODs almost always
work just fine. Removing the filter
assy underneath will reveal broken
parts or swarf. The resistance to turn
is great, so you not only will need
the drill – you’ll need someone very
strong and very brave.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
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Sell • Seek • Swap!
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CARS FOR SALE
1976 MGB GT V8 – FACTORY V8 – Health forces

sale of Flamenco Red GD2D1-2533. Original factory
car imported by me in 1985 and legalized under
DOT gray market rules in effect at the time. Still
a nice car and can be driven anywhere. $22,500.
Can e-mail photos and more details; - Don Peery
d.peery@att.net or (405) 359-2955 OK
030414

• Our Valued Supporters •

1977 MGB – Damask Red/Black, show winner,

excellent condition – very clean! Car has overdrive,
twin SU carbs, leather Moto Lita steering wheel; always covered and garaged. Professionally restored by
Knorris Foreign Car Service. Asking $6500. Contact
Jim Pegg at (570) 323-2579 or jandhpegg@verizon.
net PA				
050614

1980 MGB – 34,000 miles, totally original car

owned by factory trained British Leyland technician.
Garage kept all of its life; car can be picked up and
driven anywhere in the country. $5000 in upgrades
and too man extras to list, including complete a/c
system. For more information and history, contact
Adrian Suarez, (205) 345-0845 AL
010214

1978 MGB - Bright blue with tan interior; excellent

condition. Newly carpeted, seats always slip covered,
recent thorough mechanical overhaul, original paint
(was advised did not need and should not repaint),
3rd owner and have owned since 1986, records available, $10,000.00. William McDonald, (714) 318-3737,
billdurrow@aol.com CA
010214

1980 MGB – black/black; only 23k miles. Owned

since 1997 when only 4700 miles on it. Always serviced by British Leyland trained technician who updated needed items, but kept originality. New superlite wheels with Kumho tires included with original
wheels and tires. Featured in Ken Smith’s Limited
Edition MGB book. Original dealer advertising in
book thrown in with original window sticker. Excellent condition. This is for a true enthusiast. You will
like this car! Currently stored in Minnesota. Available to be picked up in May. $11,750. Bill Wickum
(701) 238-8190 or (218) 847-3764. MN
020314

1973 MGB/GT – 83k miles, for restoration; located

near Morris, IL; $900. Contact Ernie Lindsay, (815)
942-0438 or ErnieLindsay@aol.com IL
091013

1978 MGB – Red/Black, 68,000 miles; Excellent

mechanical condition; Weber carb, stainless exhaust,
all body panels replaced – show winner! $9000 obo.
Richard Benson at (717) 367-2813 PA
111213

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

1973 MGB/GT – 83,000 miles good candidate for

restoration. $900 – Ernie Lindsay, (815) 942-0438 or
ernielindsay@aol.com IL
111213
1980 MGB – Totally original car owned by factorytrained British Leyland technician. 34,000 miles.
Garage kept all its life. Car can be picked up and
driven anywhere. $5000 in upgrades and too many
extras to list – including complete a/c system. For
more information and history, contact Adrian Suraez,
(205) 345-9845 AL
111213

1979 MGB – Downdraft Weber and new header, new
tires, needs a little body work and a new throwout
bearing. Lots of parts to go with it. $5500. Jerry
Boykin (251) 473-4179
111213

WANTED
Wanted 1967 or older MGB roadster (or Canadian
1968 MGB with metal dash). Looking for a preserved
or restored example or a blend of the two. Would
consider a stalled restoration. I would prefer a car that
has been kept or redone as original-spec or close to it.
Don Scott - tartanredmgb@gmail.com or call (707)
942-0546 CA 			
050613

PARTS FOR SALE
Mountney 15” Steering Wheel – Leather wrapped.
Aluminum with six holes. Comes with boss. Needs
horn button. Good Condition. $25.00 plus shipping.
Special Tuning Air Dam – Needs minor fiberglass
repair. Fiberglass repair kit included. Fits Chrome
bumper MGB. $25.00 plus shipping. Both for $40.00
plus shipping Frank Bulkley (775) 747-4378 1150
Freddie Ct Reno, NV 89503 Member # 21-8007 or
frankandsal@gmail.com
010214
A/C Unit – Dealer installed that fits contour under
dash of 1977-80 MGB. Semi-complete with some
missing parts that are available from Moss. Offers?
Bill Holmes, (970) 485-9734 or ahfanatic@gmail.
010214
com CO 			
MGB/GT driver side quarter panel – NOS. (A 457450 in some catalogs or references); $395 + shipping.
Todd Wyatt (320) 980-2010; toddski1000@yahoo.
com MN
			
010214
Performance Parts – like-new Hooker Header

bought new in 1977 for a 1972 MGB (3-into-1) for
$300 obo; a 45mm dual-throat SK side draft carb.
Perfect condition, includes the rare SK tuning manual
for $500 obo. David Bloyed (972) 223-6497 TX 030414

Where 2 ‘B

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local
groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MG Driver. Information must include date, location,
and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the MG Driver
Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2014
• Apr 27.............. British Car Show, Van Nuys, CA • queens-english.org

• June 8............... 21st British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA • keystonemg.com
• June 13-15......... 62nd Rallye Glenwood Springs, Arvada, CO • mgcc.org/
• June 15-19......... MG 2014, French Lick, IN • mg2014.com
• June 15............. EuroCar Show, Cazenovia, NY • mgcarclub.com/cny
• June 20-22........ Ohio GOF, Athens, OH • mgs@shelburnefilms.com
• June 22............. Brits by the Bay, Westminster, MD • tracltd.org

• May 2-3............ North Meets South, Pismo Beach, CA, NAMGBR Regional

• June 29............. British Car Show, South Bend, IN • michianabrits.com

• May 3............... Britfest, Morris County, NJ • mgccnj.org

• July 12-13.......... Mad Dogs and Englishmen, Hickory Corners, MI • maddogsandenglishmen.org

• paradisebritishcarclubhome.com

• July 4-10........... Cruise to the Capital, BC to ON • namgar.com

• May 3............... European Car Show, Oklahoma City, OK • morellicarshow@gmail.com

• July 14-18.......... NAMGAR GT-39, Ottawa, ON • gt39@namgar.com

• May 4............... British Car Show, Soloh, OH • neoahc.com

• July 19-20......... MGC Weekend, Worcestershire, UK • ginnycartmell@btinternet.com

• May 8-11........... Spring GoF, Salado, TX • tmgr.org

• July 20.............. British Car Show, Oxnard, CA • channelislandshoarbor.org

• May 9-11........... Springtime in the Smokies, Townsend, TN • blountbritishcars.org

• July 26.............. British Car Show, Hudson, NH • bcnh.org

• May 16-18......... Carlisle Import & Kit Nationals, Carlisle, PA • carlisleevents.com

• July 28-30......... Vintage Motor Revival, Forty-Fort, PA • bccnepa.com

• May 17.............. British Car Show, Raleigh, NC • ncmgcarclub.org

• Aug 2................ British Car Day, Dayton, OH • britishcardaydayton.com

• May 18............. British Car Show, Dixon, CA • ubscc.org

• Aug 10.............. UK Car Day, Rochester, NY • ukcarday.com

• May 24............. British Car Show, Dayton, OH • britcarmuseum@aol.com

• Aug 15-17......... UM Summer Party, Grand Rapids, MI • universitymotorsltd.com

• May 29-30........ British Car Show, Hot Spring • AR; britishnationalmeet.com

• Aug 24-29 ........ GOF West, San Diego, CA • gofwest.org

• May 29............. Rally in the Valley, Eau Claire, WI • mn-mggroup.org

• Sept 5-7............. Vintage MG Racers Focus Event, Watkins Glen, NY • mgvr.org

• May 30-3.......... British Car Show, Bloomington, IL • cbcf-bloomington.com

• Sept 6-7............. British Car Show, Altoona, PA • greaterpghmgclub.org

• May 31.............. British Car Show, Westtown Township, PA • dvtr.org

• Sept 18-21......... British Car Festival, Dillard, GA; NAMGBR Regional • peachtreemg.com

• June 1............... British Car Show, Clinton, NJ • mgccnj.org

• Sept 20.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • stlouismgclub.com

• June 6-8............ British Car Show, Radium Hot Springs, BC • calgarymgclub.org

• Sept 27-28......... British Car Show, Clovis, CA • valleybritish.org

• June 7............... Touch of England, Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ • njtriumphs.org

• Sept 27-28......... British Car Show, Round Rock, TX • info@txabcd.org

• June 7............... Heartland MG Show, Parkville, MO • heartlandmgregional.com

• Oct 24-26.......... British Car Show, Chattanooga, TN • agmlig@aol.com
• Nov 14-16......... MG Jamboree, Homosassa, FL • gail@glennsmg.com

Jai Deegan’s westward
jouney to Oregon puts him
in some of the greatest
vistas in the west.
Glacier National Park is an
amazing adventure. The
Highway to the Sun is a
must in an MG!
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