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A

s you can see by the cover, we are
welcoming the MGC officially to
our fold. Of course, it probably
should have happened years ago since
the MGC is part of the MGB family
(granted a much more powerful member…). Luckily, the MGC and MGB are
about 75% identical so the majority of
the technical articles should pertain to
both. As far as the other 25%, I’ll work
to try to find a good balance. Speaking
of balance, I’d like to see more on our
other sub-registers too - I’m speaking
to you Midget, 1100/1300, Factory V8,
Modified MGs, and Post-Abingdon
MG owners! I can only print what I get.
Another major change for
NAMGBR is the fact that this will
be Ken Smith’s last issue as the MGB
Registrar. Ken was one of the primary

By Steve Olson
Kansas City MG Car Club

Post Abington Report
for the MGB Driver
Robert Rushing

From the Editor

Dave Braun, Minnesota MG Group

On the Covers
The ultimate drive in Colorado, crossing the Continental Divide at 12,000 feet.

Front:

Back: At the Speedfest Mitty 2013 in Braselton, Georgia the

MG was the featured marque of the event. This was the
start of the “run” on the track, a non-racing event.

History of NAMGBR Richard Liddick Page 56
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Chairman’s Chat

F

irst off, I want to announce that
at the request of MGC owners
we started a new Sub-Register
within NAMGBR for the MGC. The
North American MGC Register will be
headed by John Rogers of Nevada City,
California. As the MGC Registrar, John
will be collecting and maintaining a
database of MGCs and their owners
in NAMGBR, as well as providing and
asking for member submitted articles
related to the MGC. In this issue of
MGB Driver you will notice, that we
are somewhat “C” centric and there
is an introduction of John Rogers to
our members, many of whom own
an MGC along with their MGB, MG
Midget, or 1100/1300. We will start to
run regular articles on the MGC along
with the articles featuring the MGB,
MG Midget, MG 1100/1300, V8, Modified MGs, and now the Post-Abingdon
cars as well. We have established classes for both the MGC Roadster along
with the MGC/GT. Concours judging
is now open to the MGC as well. These
new cases are in place for MG 2014 and
we look forward to having a sizable
number of MGCs at French Lick.

A Fond Farewell
As I come to the end of my second
and final term as chairman, I can look
back over the past four years and take
pride in the things we have accomplished together. One of the items I
feel the most sense of accomplishment
about is getting our not-for-profit tax
status recognized by both the federal
and Illinois state governments. We
have also increased our advertising
presence in national publications. We
celebrated our 20th Anniversary in
2010 with both a Special Anniversary
Edition of the MGB Driver and a free
20th Anniversary key fob that went
out to all of the members. We have
updated our website to a new, more
modern look. We have had four very
6
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Richard Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
successful conventions from MG 2010
in Belleville, Ontario, and MG 2011,
the All Register meet in Reno, Nevada,
to Dillard, Georgia for MG 2012, and
our most resent convention MG 2013
in Corvallis, Oregon. We have expanded the Register with the creation of the
new North American MGC Register
as part of the North American MGB
Register.
These are all things that we have
done together and I would like to give
the credit to those that have helped
make my job easy. I have been lucky
during my term that we have had the
money to move the Register forward
and great people to work with such as:
Denny Elimon, who did the legwork
with finding an accounting firm to
handle getting our tax status sorted
out and he held our web designer’s
feet to the fire when we had contract
issues. Denny also stepped up to the
plate to become webmaster after the
loss of our longtime webmaster, Rick
Brown. Connie Wyckoff has expanded our regalia sales by using her smart
phone to deal with credit cards and
has purchase new items. Bruce Wyckoff came thru in a big way, taking on
the secretary’s job when it looked like
we didn’t have a candidate last year.
Alan Magnuson and Dave Mullen have made sure that we had the
income needed to make the progress
possible. Robert Rushing and Chaz
de Bourbon keep producing, what I
think is the highest quality national
MG Club magazine around. In addition, Chaz & Kim de Bourbon, along
with Robert, has represented NAMGBR
at the British Motor Trade Association, The Mitty in Georgia, and the
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Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix. Jeff
Taylor has been reaching out to the local chapters in an attempt to increase
membership and help them remain
in good standing. Last but not
least, a man that
I am convinced
does not sleep is
Tony & Lynne
Burgess, our
convention
coordinators.
Tony and Lynne
spent countless
hours working
with the host
clubs to insure
that our conventions are each
better than the
last. I also want
to acknowledge
the work that
the Registrars do from the big names
like Ken Smith and John Twist to Bob
Gloyd and Mark Jones.
Finally, while my term as chairman is coming to an end, I will still
be involved on behalf of the Register.

8

The MG Council has requested that I
continue to represent NAMGBR on the
MG Council because of my past experience with MG 2006, MG 2011, and
my involvement
in planning
MG 2016. The
NAMGBR Executive has voted
that I continue
in this position
and I accepted. I
look forward to
working with the
representatives
of NEMGTR,
NAMGAR, and
the MMM Register to help make
MG 2016 as
successful as the
past all Register
meets.
Thanks for
helping me and the Register look good.
I couldn’t have done it without you.
Safety Fast!
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From the Secretary
Bruce Wyckoff
Secretary
NAMGBR

I

can’t believe that we are closing in
on the end of 2013. It just seemed
like yesterday we were traveling out
to Oregon and enjoying the events
at MG 2013 in Corvallis. This is a
particularly busy time of year in the
Secretary’s office. While most members are starting to winterize their
MGs or organize those winter projects,
the Executive Board has already been
planning the Annual General Meeting
in French Lick, Indiana. We have to
look over the nominations for various
awards and tour the host hotel and
location of MG 2014 next June.
We also will be saying goodbye
to our leader these past four years, as
Richard Liddick will be stepping down
from the position of Chairman of
NAMGBR. It has been a great pleasure
for me working with Richard both as
Chairman and Secretary of the North
American MGB Register. Richard
has been a good friend in both good
times and bad, and I know he will be
available for consultation as needed
because his advice is always sound.
Also stepping down from the position of MGB Registrar is Ken Smith. It
has been an honor working with Ken
since the beginning of NAMGBR. He
was the guiding force for the Register and responsible for the editorial
content of the MGB Driver for the
formative years of this organization.

Although Ken’s physical presence has
been missing from our conventions
recently, his spirit and his love of all
things MG is always there. Ken has
promised that he will continue writing
articles about MG.
The big announcement coming
out this fall was the formation of the
North American MGC Register, as a
register of NAMGBR. We are excited to
be including our closest “MG relative”
into the fold and based on the number
of MGC owners that have recently
joined NAMGBR, I believe they are
excited as well. Here is a good opportunity to expand the knowledge of the
MGC to other members of NAMGBR
and to increase the number of members listed in the Mutual Aid Directory
as well. Welcome to NAMGBR! The
creation of the MGC Register also gives
us the opportunity to welcome our
new Registrar, John Rogers. John has
been a long time member of NAMGBR
and is excited about starting his new
position within the organization. John
is a very enthusiastic individual and it
will rub off on you just being around
him.
So, this is a peek in what is happening at NAMGBR. It has been a very
busy autumn, but there are a number
of big things are on the horizon. Stay
tuned!
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MGB Registrar
Ken Smith
MGB, MGB LE, & 1967 MGB/GT
Special’s Registrar

W

ell it’s been quite a ride! After
23 years of being associated
with the MGB Driver, it’s time
to hang up my regular contributor’s
pen and hand off to a new Registrar. We
started the
publication
in February
1991, when as
founding editor, I edited the
magazine under
the pseudonym
of “Marcham
Rhoade!” This
was done to
avoid clashing
with my full
time job at Moss
Motors, as we
did not wish the
Driver to be seen
as a Moss mouthpiece. It was to
remain totally
independent, a
point stressed
by our founding
Chairman, John
H. Twist.
Together
with my faithful
sidekick, Jill lee
Jones, and our founding secretary,
Jerome Rosenberger, plus not a little
help from a certain Robert Goldman
who then managed a printing company, we managed to get a magazine
out as promised, on time and full of
MGB news and views. We have maintained the publication through times
rough and smooth, earthquakes and
10
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fires, until we now have nearly 150
issues on our bookshelf, ranging from
the original 36 page black & white
issues
to our current 66
pages in full color
superbly compiled
by our production
editor Chaz de
Bourbon, and our
current editor,
Robert Rushing,
who have done
a tremendous
job maintaining the standard
originally set for
the MGB Driver.
To all the other
editors and contributors over
the past two
decades, I offer
my sincere and
humble thanks
for your efforts
and help with
the Driver making it one of the
leading MG
magazines in
the octagonal
literary field. I
am especially
indebted to our founding Chairman
John. H. Twist who has contributed
mightily to the success of the Register.
Some members have asked why
I am stepping down now. Apart from
old age, my health in recent years
has given rise to concerns about the
future. This was brought home to me
two years ago when I underwent a
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MGC Registrar
John Rogers
MGC Registrar
NAMGBR

Welcome All!

M

Ken Smith driving Old Number One.

repair on my aorta without which I
would have suffered a massive heart
attack. I owe my life to the people at
Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital who
resuscitated me (twice!) and gave me
a second chance to continue to enjoy
my MG life, however, this is why you
have not seen me at the NAMGBR
Conventions for a year or two and
why I have decided to relinquish the
MGB Registrar’s position at the end
of the year. My successor will still be
able to call on me for any advice and
help, whenever it’s required, and I will
still contribute odd items from time
to time. Most of all I think about the
memories and times we’ve had with all
the good friends we’ve made though
the Register – they will be everlasting!
I still intend to keep my “day” job
as editor of North American Classic MG
Magazine, also I will be keeping a close
eye on the U.S. Limited Edition MGBs
as they become rarer. I also hope that
12

you will stay in touch with me even
though I may not grace these pages
every issue. Your stories and anecdotes
are always welcome.
Finally, I thank my “nagavator”
Barby, for all the MG nonsense she’s
put up with over the past fifty years
and more. As I said it’s been a great ride
and I couldn’t have asked for a better
companion along the journey! Thank
you all and hopefully we’ll see you in
the New Year!
So, please Fasten those belts and
NO texting while driving!

Ken
New Registrations:
John Bunch               66 MGB                     MD
Tim Gaffey                74 1/2 MGB/GT        GA
Bruce Mack               65 MGB                     GA
Nick Morabito           74 MGB                     CA
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y name is John Rogers, I have
been appointed by the Executive Board to be your North
American MGC Registrar. This position has been established to serve all
MGC owners in NAMGBR so they can
be heard. I’m also tasked to maintain a
registry indicating history and ownership details. The first order of business
speaking on behalf of MGC owners is
to thank Richard Liddick, Jeff Taylor,
Bruce Wyckoff, Dave Mullen and all
NAMGBR members for opening our
MGC Registry.
THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!
This being the first report, we
have a lot to cover. Our main objective
with our registry will be to enhance
the ownership experience by maintaining and expanding interest in the
MGC. How we achieve this will be up
to all of us as a unified group. Communication is the key, sharing all of
our ideas, thoughts, and suggestions

to obtain our goal. Our registry is in
its development stage. We are in the
process of making a sound foundation
to insure ourselves of a strong registry.
Everyone's help is needed to recruit
members as there is strength in numbers. It is up to all of us to revitalize the
enthusiasm that many MGC owners
lost over the years. Surely, some of you
know other C owners who lost their
enthusiasm and dropped out because
they didn't feel involved. A little encouragement goes a long way and we
need their involvement as well as your
own. Our MGC Registry will have that
warm fuzzy feeling that we are all in
pursuit of.
NAMGBR has a lot of tools to utilize. All of us should go to NAMGBR's
web site and become familiar with it. It
is very complete and easy to navigate.
Under “Registrar” you will find the
MGC owners link; this is our page and
will have a registration form attached.
Another good tool is in your hands,
the MGB Driver. This
publication has many
features, with everything supplied for it
by the membership,
so your involvement is
again asked for to help
with articles. A Mutual
Aid Directory (MAD)
is published annually
with names, address,
and phone numbers (of
the members who have
given their consent to
be listed). This comes
in very handy, especially on long trips
such as traveling to the
annual convention. It
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has repair shops listed by states!
While you're surfing around on
the NAMGBR site, you'll notice they
have a store. Yep, regalia and other
items are available to the members.
Out of the e-mails received, many of
you expressed a desire for our MGC
Registry to have a logo for regalia,
decals, key chains, and other related
items. While talking with a couple of
other members, another great suggestion came up; a contest for our
members to design our own logo, thus
two great ideas came together. I will
be researching some guidelines for
the contest and hopefully have them
for the next MGB Driver deadline and
get the contest started. What's your
thought on grille badges?
The Annual General Meeting
(AGM) in French Lick, Indiana, will
probably be taking place as you are
reading this, October 25th. I felt very
strongly about our MGC Registry
having representation at the meeting
to show our commitment, solidarity, individualism, and strength as a
group. It isn't required to attend and
most Registrars don't. I will be recognized and give my annual report to the
Board Members and other attendees.
It is open to all members. Within my
report I plan to incorporate some of
our ideas.
14

Lastly, we need to touch on next
summer’s convention MG 2014. It
will be in French Lick, Indiana, on
June 15-19, 2014. NAMGBR has already established classes for the MGC
Roadster and the MGC/GT. Also,
if anyone is interested and has the
proper hose clamps, you can participate in the concours! This will be the
first year of our MGC Registry so we
all should make the effort to attend
and show are support to NAMGBR. A
couple of ideas have been suggested
that I need to ask about at the AGM
regarding the possibility of our MGC
Registry sponsoring an event. I'll
report back next issue on this.
Those of you that are already
members, send in your ideas, suggestions, and what you expect or want
from your MGC Registry. Those of
you that are contemplating about joining, the time to hesitate is through. It
will be the best $30 bucks you've spent
owning your MGC.

My Background

This will be a little history of my
background which has led me and my
family to become MG Enthusiasts.
Starting out, it was American Muscle
cars that drew me into becoming interested in cars. My older brother had
a Hot Rod 1956 Chevy that was always
in need of repair. I hung out with him
at a garage which resulted in a great
learning experience where I learned
all aspects of repairing and rebuilding
automobiles. Herb was the owner of
the garage and campaigned a Top Fuel
Drag Racer and I became one of the pit
crew. Herb passed away, but, my Hot
Rod days continued with my own drag
racer.
My focus changed from muscle
cars when I needed something that got
good fuel mileage, but had to be fun to
drive. So instead of a VW Bug, which
seemed the logical choice at the time,
I went out and bought my first British
Iron – a Mini Cooper panel van. It had
the big 1275 engine and S suspension
with alloy wheels. It was one sweet
ride! The Mini didn't last long as it got
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bitten by a curb as my soon-to-be
brother-in-law was testing out it's
cornering abilities. With our wedding not far off, and needing reliable
transportation, we took the cash from
the crash of the Mini and purchased
a wedding present for ourselves. Since
Karla's (my fiancé) first car was a 1959
MGA, it just seemed right to buy a
MGB. It was a 74 1/2 roadster from
Anaheim Imports in southern California. We took it on our honeymoon
and enjoyed it for a number of years.
Eleven years later, Karl (our son) arrived, so the two seat roadster had to
give way to a more suitable vehicle to
fit our family's needs.
Fast forward: when Karl was a
junior in high school, he learned he
would have to do a senior project in
order to graduate. He had the idea of
restoring a car as his project. Remembering how much fun our MGB was,
Karla and I suggested Karl to consider
restoring one for his project. Karl immediately embraced the idea. In short
order he found a 1971 roadster sorely
in need of restoration. The restoration began and took about a year and
a half to complete. It was finished on
the eve of the Dixon British Car Show
in northern California. Karl entered
his car where it won first place out
of 25 chrome bumper MGBs! At the
next show, in Palo Alto, his car again
won first place in its class. We met Ken
Smith of Classic MG Magazine, who
featured Karl's car in his magazine.
Since the ‘71 was a show winner,
Karl decided that he needed an MGB
"daily driver". We started looking and
found a nice 74 1/2 in drivable condition for him to commute to college
in. After a few months, and a lot of
leaking oil, it was decided that the
engine needed a rebuild. Well, as the
old saying goes, "If you're in there
anyways, you might as well replace
this and paint that..." and it too ended
up becoming another full restoration.
When done, it reminded Karla of our
wedding present so many years ago
and asked if it could be hers. We've put
a lot of miles on it since the restora-

tion.
At this point, with both Karla and
Karl each having their own B, I felt a
bit left out. I happened to see a MGC/
GT on Craigslist. It was a good restoration candidate, but didn't run. In fact,
it didn't even roll because somebody
had put 14-inch wheels on it, locking
the wheels to the calipers. I've now
had it for about seven years and it is my
daily driver. I've rebuilt the drive train,
suspension, brakes, and hydraulics.
The interior still needs to be redone,
and it's overdue for a new paint job.
Currently, we also have in the garage,
a 70 B/GT which is to one day become
Karl's next daily driver, once restored.
We have rebuilt the engine and transmission and hope to start some panel
replacement shortly.
All of our drivable MGs are driven
year round. We take them to a lot of
gatherings in Northern/Southern
California as well as Oregon, Washington, and Nevada. My short term goal
is to get the MGC ready for some long
distant touring so it can be seen by
other MG enthusiasts.
Your MGC Registrar,

John
SwamperCa@sbcglobal.net
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1974½ MGB Registrar
Dennis Taylor
1974½ Registrar
NAMGBR

W

hen I last wrote an article
for these pages, I requested
those of you with 1974 1/2
model cars send me your car stories,
so I wouldn’t have to bore you with
stories about my above-average twin
granddaughters. While so far no one
has come forward to save you, so here

16

is the scoop on the girls. They’re doing
great, will already have started first
grade by the time you read this, and
are as cute as their grandfather. The
good news for all of you is I have another ‘74 1/2 to write about, right here
in the North Carolina MG Car Club, so
I’ll have to save the rest of the grand-
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daughter stories for another time.
My friend Throckmorton is one of
those observant types, who can spot
an MG in a backyard from a hundred
yards. That, in fact, is exactly how he
came to be the proud owner of this
fine 1974 1/2 GT pictured here.
While taking his wife to an appointment, he noticed the GT sitting
forlornly in a fenced-in area at a storage lot. Not being the forward type,

Throcky waited ‘til he had passed by
the yard three or four times, over the
course of a couple months, before
inquiring about the GT’s status. He
found out it had gone through several
owners, none of whom had gotten it to
run, and it was headed for the crusher,
unless he would care to rescue it.
Can you say, “I’ll take it.”? Well,
that’s just what Throcky did. Of
course, he had to jump through the
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state DMV hoops, to make sure he
really wanted it, before he could take
it home and call it his own. But he is
an excellent jumper, and in no time
he had it back at his garage waiting for
him to git ‘er done.
One other thing about Throcky,
he always seems to have a project
going, and true to form when the GT
arrived he was in the final stages of
a restoration on a 1965 Mustang GT.
Sorry it’s already sold (too many GTs).
This 1974 1/2 GT turned out to be
a real diamond in the rough. The car
seems to be completely unmolested,
which as we all know makes restoring
it so much easier than if some PO has
hacked it up while trying to make it all
better. Not only that, but it is one of
those rare cars with “Factory”, dealer
installed type air conditioning, a real
plus in North Carolina.
Now the GT is not going to be a
restoration as much as a resto-rod. You
see Throcky is building a 3.4 V6 and T5
transmission combination to drop into
it to make those rice burning, JohnnyCome-Lately wanna Bs, sit up and take
notice. As I write this he has already
completed the engine and transmission and is working his way through
fitting the combination to the car. His
plan is to then pretty up the body and
interior and have a real touring ride
in the grandest fashion. Having seen
18
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Throcky’s previous projects it should
be a real head turner.
I will update y’awl, a little NC
lingo there, on car’s progress going
forward, but knowing Throcky by the
next issue of the Driver, the GT will

be roaring down the road. Mayhaps I
can put together a road test like we see
in some of the commercial car magazines. Now if I can just figure out what
to tell the officer when we get caught
doing the top speed test.
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MG 2014 Update
By Denny Elimon

   
he Illinois Flat Land British Car
Club and the Southern Indiana
British Car Club have joined
together to organize an experience
to remember for MG 2014. Our show
theme, “Drive into the Gilded Past”
will provide you with an opportunity
to explore historic southern Indiana.
Discover why so many visitors venture
into the Hoosier Natural Forest that
surrounds our convention venue –
the French Lick Resort – to enjoy the
unique little towns along with some
very adventurous local roads. We are
also just a two hour drive from Indianapolis and Louisville with all their
great venues, as well as a short drive
down to the Ohio River and all the
quaint historic river ports.
Our host hotel, the French Lick
Resort, began with a passion to restore
two grand hotels to their original
splendor and continues with the
desire to establish southern Indiana
as a destination for premier events.
Bask in the history and surroundings
of this legendary spa town where mil-

T

lionaires, gangsters, and Presidents
once vacationed. Whether you want to
jouney back to a time of a gilded past
when travel was all about relaxation or
maybe just experience the hotel that
was first dubbed “The Eighth Wonder of the World.” Your trip can also
include great museums and antique
shops, maybe a round of golf on their
famous greens, try your luck at the
hotel casino, or venture into the countryside for some great driving – French
Lick has something for everyone.
If you have not yet visited www.
MG-2014.com, take some time to view
the videos and pictures on our web site
to explore the history and offerings
available during our 2014 convention.
Mark your calendars for June 15-19,
2014, and register soon. Make your
event registrations and convention
room reservations now as rooms are
being booked very quickly. To assist
you on host hotel room availability we
have provided a room count down on
the home page of the web site.
We hope to see you at MG 2014,
plan your adventure now!                            

Flat screen TV, coffee maker, iron/ironing board, hair dryer, alarm clock, USA Today, wireless
internet access, valet concierge services, Pets welcomed with advanced notice,
20
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Letters to the Editor
Hello, Robert,
Thanks for running my air conditioning article in the July-August issue. It
really looked great. Could you print a "correction" for me? Somehow, my email address at the end of the article was broken
up in the printing process and mistakenly
had a hyphen in the middle. The correct
email for me is   DocEyes153@aol.com (no
hyphen). Thanks, —Dave Kercheval
Thank you for sending me the article
Dave – it’s easy to make something
look good that is well-written!
Ken Smith got a great letter that he
wanted to share with you:
“While I was working as a sales consultant at British Motors in Sacramento,
the sales people would take turns getting
the ignition key board, and then going
out to the front lot to start all the new
cars – letting them idle for a few minutes
to charge up the batteries and circulate the
fluids.
One day, it was my turn to start up
the cars, so I went out with the new car
key board. I matched up the correct stock
numbers and was in the process of starting
up the new MG cars on the front row of the
dealership. As I was doing this, a customer
drove into our dealership. My natural
instinct was to stop what I was doing and
go over to greet the customer.
He was interested in an MGB so I suggested that we go for a drive in one to see
how he liked it. I went and got an MGB,
placed a dealer license plate on the back
and off we went.
Upon our arrival back at the dealership after the test drive, I was greeted by
the sight of a fire engine, tending to a
brand new MG Midget that had caught
on fire! Yours truly had totally forgotten about the new MG cars idling away
for heaven knows how long, to the point
where the Midget caught on fire!
As catching fire was a common problem of MG cars of that period, management just assumed that British Leyland
22

had left a fuel line loose ands an investigation was never forthcoming!
Safety Fast!..Paul Lewis. (Yes – the
same Paul Lewis who holds the British
Leyland Award for Outstanding Sales
Achievement!!)”
That was hilarious! Hopefully it
wasn’t too badly damaged.
Robert,
Can I keep my ad running? I do have
a B now, but would like to find one that
is better than mine. Not sure if I will find
one, but I keep looking. This is my current
MGB:
http://www.mgexp.com/registry/PRIMROSEMGB. I wonder how many Mk1
MGBs are left that are better than mine
is? I have looked at quite a few and most
are rough or redone on a budget.
Thanks, —Don Scott - don@napanet.net
Robert,
I was recently was reading the letter
from Robert Madaris. I noted in your
answer about the inclusions of the MG
Midgets, B/GT, and 1100/1300 into
NAMGBR "because they were produced
during the same period" yet the continued
exclusion of the MGC and MGC/GT? Last
time I checked they were manufactured
during this "same time period" and are
much more B-like than the 1100/1300s.
Mike Benbrook —El Cajon CA
Mike – I agree with you totally and
the only reason I did not include
the MGC and C/GT in that note was
because up until then the C was represented by another Register. Luckily,
NAMGBR has now added a new MGC
Register! Look for more info in this
issue and in future issues.
Dear Editor,
In reference to Robert Striegel’s
inquiry about Delco alternators in the
July/August issue of the MGB Driver, the
following might be useful to other MG
owners.
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I have converted my two MGBs to the
early Delco alternators which are internally regulated. They have one (10 gauge)
wire to the battery, but have two wires
plugged into the side of the alternator.
One of these (16 gauge) goes to the ignition
warning light on the dash and the other
(10 gauge) wire goes to the ignition.
These early Delco alternators are reasonably priced. The NAPA rebuilt number
is 66013 and the Power Master (Summit
Racing) new is part 7127.
The early ones use a 3/8” pivot bolt
and the later ones use a 10mm bolt. On
one alternator, I drilled out the 10mm
pivot holes to 7/16”. The Summit alternator has 10mm bolt holes, but it comes
with bushings for 3/8”.
It takes a while to make the conversion, but I feel it was worth it.
—William Lane
Thanks William. I know a lot of
people need more power from their
alternators so this is a very good option!
Hi Robert,
I just received my September/October
issue covering MG 2013. You did a terrific
job of covering the event. However, there
is one issue that needs clarification. On
page 47, there is a picture of my OEW
MGB/GT. It is labeled as a 1975 MGB/
GT. It should have been labeled as a 1967
MGB/GT Special. My other car is a 1975
UK MGB/GT Jubilee Edition. I believe I
am the only MG owner in the world who
owns both limited Edition “anniversary”
MGB/GTs.
A little history: During the time that
MGB/GT’s were made, they sold two
different “limited Edition" MGB/GT’s to
celebrate anniversaries. In 1966, MGB/
GTs were introduced into the USA market.
They sold very well. However, the cars
were considered “top of the line” cars and
were priced about 10% more than the
roadsters. In addition, many of the cars
had overdrive and some even had chrome
wire wheels etc. because of the high price,
sales began to slow.
In 1967, BMC/Hambro received
complaints that these cars were not selling. A man named Marce Mayhew who

handled advertising for MG USA cars
worked with the BMC/Hambro people to
devise a promotion to sell off the 180 day
supply of MGB/GT’s. He designed a MGB/
GT Special badge for these cars. This
badge and a wood rim steering wheel, a
wood shift knob and a vibration free racing mirror were sent to USA MG dealers to
give MG buyers a reason to buy the unsold
MGB/GT’s. BMC/Hambro sent 1000 kits
and instructions of how to create a MGB/
GT Special to dealers and according to Ken
Smith about 500 of these specials were
made. This promotion worked so well that
the entire inventory of unsold MGB/GT’s
was sold in 90 days. The car was sold to
celebrate the first anniversary of the MGB/
GT in the USA.
In 1975 British Leyland decided to
build a car to celebrate the 50th anniversary of MG. In 1925, a car now known as
“Old Number One” was built. British Leyland considered this the first MG. Unfortunately, they did not do their homework
and they later found out a few MG’s were
made in 1924. However, “Old Number
One” was the first MG Sports car and it
went on to win the London to Lands End
Trials (in 1925) and began the MG sports
car movement. They the made a car now
known as the 1975 MGB/GT Jubilee Edition. They sold 750 of these cars. These
were “top of the line” cars and had many
special features. I consider these cars to be
the most elegant and unique MGB’s to be
made in Abingdon.
My 1975 MGB/GT Jubilee was not
painted Brooklands Green. It was New
(darker) British Racing Green. Also Jubilees were only sold in the UK. It was a limited edition and sold to celebrate the 50th
anniversary (1925-1975) of a car known
as "Old number one" which was the first
MG Sports Car. This car won the 1925
London to Lands End trials and began the
MG sports car movement.
I hope this clarifies the situation.
Dick Mullins
Thanks for the info!
Dear NAMGBR,
We invited you to Oregon. And, BOY,
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did you ever accept our invitation! The
steering committee was thrilled that folks
agreed to drive (drive!) from places east
of the Rockies: Florida! West Virginia!
North Carolina! Georgia! Texas! Not to
mention the more than 40 cars from all
over Canada: British Columbia! Alberta!
Newfoundland! In total, 24 states and 4
provinces were represented.
Despite a couple of glitches, (and
since, if you’ve attended other shows and
probably helped with the production of
some, you know this is inevitable), the
meet came off well. We are justifiably
proud of all the history and recreational
opportunities that Oregon offers visitors
to our state. But it was YOU who came to
see for yourselves that made MG-2013 the
great event that it was. The Willamette
MG Club thanks all of YOU for making
the week such a huge success! THANK
YOU!! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!!
Some numbers: 258 cars registered
PLUS car 102 for a grand total of 259, 481
people, 321 attended the BBQ, 300 for the
Awards Banquet, 27 rallyers, 20 Funkhaners, 10 cars on the Oregon Trail tour, and
bunches of folks for the tech sessions. (I
personally saw the line for John Twist’s
rolling tech session.)
We had great fun planning this show
for you. You experienced some Western
History and we all know you made some
your own.See everyone in French Lick,
Indiana!! —Jan Whittlesey

One poor fellow was towing his car on a
dolly and somehow it slipped into gear.
The estimate was around 9000 RPM
when it blew. Anyway, the subject of this
letter is another member, Miles Crail.
Miles is a really good guy and has probably the most beautiful TR-3 I have ever
seen. Miles was in the “Other British”
Category. He made the almost 1000 mile
round trip; he paid the registration fee; he
paid for the dinners and other assorted
meals; and he paid for the fuel and for the
motel room for the days he was there. (I’m
told that he won a prize. Jim Phelps had
to bring it back for him as his wife became
ill and he had to leave early). But after all
that, not one mention of Miles or his car in
the Driver. Not one mention. Richard, that
is just wrong.
The drivers of Triumph, Morris,
Jaguar, etc, do just as much to promote
and further this wonder hobby of ours as
do the faithful MG owner/drivers. I believe
that a few lines in print giving them the
credit they deserve is due.
Yours truly, —Gene deRuelle
Gene, I can appreciate the beauty of
Miles’ TR3; but I traditionally don’t
print the results of non-NAMGBR
classes due to space limitations in the
MGB Driver. I’ve been campaigning
for more pages, but no one will let
me have them.

Thanks Jan to you and all the organizers of MG 2013 for holding a very
memorable event!
Here is a letter that Richard received:
Dear Richard,
I have read some really glowing
reports on MG 2013. I think that’s really
great. Just shows you what we left coasters
can do, but you already knew that from
MG 2011.
I finally got around to reading the latest Driver, and in doing so I came across
something that, in my opinion, needs
correcting.
Some of our club members made the
trip to Corvallis, and some tried but were
struck down with mechanical problems.
24

Readers Ride

Aritcle and images provided by
Drew Hastings

T

o properly tell the story of our
MGC, I have to go all the way
back to the fall of 1970 when
our 1969 MGB was in for servicing at
Kitchener British cars in Kitchener,
Ontario. Beside our B in the service bay
was another Pale Primrose MG that I
thought from behind was the twin to
ours but I could not have been more
wrong. It was in fact a 1969 MGC and
thus began my fascination with these
creatures. From the days of having an
MGB as our primary driver to later in
life when owning MGs became our
hobby, I had always longed for a C and
in 2004 realized my dream after many

years of looking.
After a short stay in San Francisco
when brand new, our MGC made its
way to Reno, Nevada, from where I
found and purchased it “sight unseen”.
A bit risky way of buying a classic MG
or for that matter any car for sure, but
based on many conversations with the
owner as well as with engine rebuilder,
Lawrie Alexander of Los Angeles, my
mind was made up and the deal was
sealed.
With help from Passport Transport and RM Classic cars the C was
delivered to RM’s Blenheim, Ontario,
corporate office and with a friend’s
dealer plate applied, off we went home
that night. Finally, after all those years
an MGC was actually mine. As a bit of

Scan this.

North American MGB Register
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2013 Post Abington Report

an aside…..also in the Passport hauler
that trip was Jay Leno’s “Mormon
Meteor” Duesenberg….as least I can
say my car was shipped with one of his
even if it represented only a very small
fraction of the Meteor’s value!
It was my thought to make the
C my “Retirement Project” but that
didn’t go exactly to plan. After picking
away at it for a bit, next thing I knew it
was a body shell being shipped off to
my paint guy and I was ecstatic when
the removal of multiple layers of paint
revealed a rust free shell. While the
shell was away, I rebuilt or refurbished
all of the pieces still at home and
seven months later it was once again
a running example. Since the initial
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restoration our MGC remains a “work
in process” as do most classic cars, but
has run flawlessly and has twice made
the trip to John Twist’s Summer Party
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. As with
all MGCs, it is an excellent cruiser that
gobbles up mile after mile of highway,
but is far less nimble than her sister the
MGB.
Like many MGC owners, our first
experience with MGs was with the
MGB, built in the same facility by the
same workers, they share a common
history and heritage which is why it is
so great that our MGC group has become part of the NAMGBR. Thanks for
letting us join your party……and see
you all in French Lick next June.
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Mike, John, Mike at MG 2013 in Corvalis, Oregon

By Mark Jones

T

his is my first update for the post
Abingdon Registrar, which was
created in December, 2012. Since
inception, I have contacted most of
the British car clubs across Canada and
the US. To date I have written to 168
clubs and have communicated with
a number of post-Abingdon owners,
five of which are current members of
NAMGBR and one of which has since
joined. There are at least 50 modern
cars in North America.
At MG 2013 in Corvallis, there
were three post-Abingdon cars, all
MGFs. This was a great turn out. At
Saturday’s car show, they were placed
in the Other MG class, but I’ve been
informed that there will be a postAbingdon Class at MG 2014. John
Stevenson’s BRG 1996 MGF VVC won
second in class and NAMGBR member
Mike Connolly’s Flame Red 1995 MGF
won 3rd in class.
The most common post-Abingdon
MG in the US is the MG-badged Austin
Metro. The Austin Metro was produced
between 1980 and 1997, with the

MG-version produced between 1982
and 1990. The Metro was first legal to
import to the US in 2005. During its
production life over 2,000,000 Metros
were built.
The most famous MG Metro
would be the 1984-87 MG Metro 6R4
rally car, which was created for the
short lived Group B race category. Two
versions of the car were made, one
called the Clubman model which was
the road going version which developed in the region of 250 bhp from its
2.9L V6 DOHC engine. Around 200
Clubmans were made and sold to the
public for homologation purposes. A
further 20 were built to International
specifications which had a recorded
output of over 410 bhp. During the
1986 season Group B was banned following a series of fatal crashes.
One of the Metros in the US is a
1986 MG Metro Turbo owned by Bill
Elliot, from Frederick, Maryland. Bill
has owned his Metro since 2011 and
has made a few exterior modifications. He found the car “invisible” to
other drivers so he has "reimagined"
what a 1980's graphics package could
have looked like; pulling bits from
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suspension, which is an improvement
over the hydrolastic used on the Mini.
The hygdragas suspension uses metal
spheres at each corner containing hydrolastic fluid and nitrogen, with the
front and rear sphere on the same side
interconnected by hydraulic hoses.
The system gives a very smooth ride
over bumps but also a very controlled
suspension when pushed hard. The
1986 MG Metro Turbo Bill Elliot.
Metro’s hydragas suspension was carried forward to the MGF.
various BL designs. He has also tried
The engine in Bill’s Metro turbo
several different wheels on the car,
is stock which, means it still has the
but everything that looks decent rubs
boost limiter that limits boost below
with the lowered suspension. He has a
4000 rpm to 4psi
set of 12" Metro
or so to save the
Challenge rims
transaxle from
for it but is looktorque it wasn't
ing for a set of
designed for.
13" Metro Turbo
Though it
Challenge Ronal
was done as a
rims, which look
Band-Aid fix for
like Audi Quatwant of a strontro rims.
ger transaxle, it
Most of the
was nicely proparts are fairly
grammed and all
easily obtained
but eliminates
from the various
the turbo surge/
Mini vendors.
lag. The lag is
But some stuff
still there but
that's common
John and Mike with awards at MG 2013.
the power comes
in the UK but
on smoothly and evenly (instead of
not shared with the Mini (ignition
explosively) and feels a lot like a mildly
module, radiator temp gauge gaskets,
warmed over Kent 1600 coming up
etc) can be difficult to find. Bill’s had
on cam rather than a blown 1.3. Bill
buddies in the UK run down to Halreports that it is a joy to drive with
fords and pop a couple of gaskets into
smooth, steady torque rather than the
the post for him.
frantic feel of a lot of other turbos.
The Metro uses the hydragas
Photo by Fred Baum.

British Marque Car Club News 2013 Triathlon at Jiminey Peak, Massachusetts. The car show portion, that over the years, evolved into a themed event. The judges, in disguise, are bribed to win
best car club. The money is donated to charity. Keystone Region Car Club’s theme was an English
pub. They came in 2nd over all. The wenches danced as the men looked on.
28
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What is NAMGBR.ORG?
Article and images
provided by Denny
Elimon, NAMGBR
Webmaster

W

hen was
the last
time you
took time to check
out our new www.
namgbr.org website?
After over eighteen
months of development, the site now
has a fresh look and
many new features.
Take the time to
hover over certain
areas to see the
menus. Hint, go to
lower right corner
and hover over the
MG logo. Don’t
forget to hover over
the open the MGB
Driver, hover over
the MG book. Go to the MGB Driver
book- then click open here.
Note: I would like to identify
the owners & car in the MGB header
photo, if you recognize the blue MGB
or couple, let me know.

Listed below are some site
features:

Interested in clubs by states
with contacts? Check out our
Affiliated Clubs.
¦¦ There is a link to MG 2014 for
information on our upcoming
convention.
¦¦

Have something to sell? List it
under Classifieds!
¦¦ Member information, awards,
the Annual General Meeting,
Officers, etc.
¦¦ Need to replace your dated
regalia? Go shopping at our
online store.
¦¦

We are pleased to offer the new
website to our members. The officers,
both current and past, worked cooperatively to get it updated. Feel free to
contact me at dgelimon1945@gmail.
com with your comments or suggestions. Enjoy surfing the site!
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Product Review: One-Person Brake Bleeder
Article and images
provided
by Robert Rushing

A

few issues back
in Classic Motorsports, I saw a
small notice about this
new one-person brake
bleeder bottle that the
reviewer raved about
in the piece. I have
never had any luck
with bleeding brakes by
myself so this sounded
almost too good to be
true, especially for the
price of $19.99.
I contacted the
creator of the device –
Keith Feldott – who told
me that he has always
struggled with bleeding brakes and knew
that there had to be a better way. He
experimented with a number of different designs, and one-way valves, to
come up with his system. His device is
made up of a bottle to catch the fluid,
clear rubber tubing, a special one-way
valve in the bottle cap, and a magnet
attached to the bottle to allow it to be

30

placed on the suspension or brake disk so it
doesn’t have to hang or
be in the way.
After speaking to
him, I was convinced
that this would work
so I ordered one and
I was right - using it
couldn’t be easier. You
place the tube on the
valve/bottle, push the
other end over the brake
bleed nipple, loosen the
nipple, and then get
into the car and give
several pumps to the
brakes. Retighten the
bleed nipple and then
pour the brake fluid (as
long as it’s clean) back
into the master cylinder
and then move onto the
next wheel.
It took me a couple of times to get
the hang of how much to bleed each
wheel, but it works brilliantly. I now
have the best brake pedal feel that I
think I’ve ever had on my B and if I can
do it – anyone can do it!
To order you own, contact Keith
Feldott at KEDOTT@AOL.COM.
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Why An MGC You Ask?!

Rick Ingram #0-134
Executive Director
MG Council of Registers

M

y love affair with the MGC
began in 1985 when I attended
my first UML Summer Party
and the MGC was the featured model.
The bulges in the bonnet spoke to me.
The note of the exhaust of the inlinesix cylinder engine composed a song
that was truly music to my ears.
It was in 1987 that I became
friends with Dane Lay and Michelle
Spindler of Springfield, Illinois. They
owned a British Racing
Green 1968 MGC tourer.
I learned a lot about the
car and its reputation
through this friendship.
More on this car later.
Let’s fast forward to
1991. Jean and I drove
down to St Louis in the
MGB to attend their
annual All British car
show which was (at that
time) held at the Museum of Transportation.
While I was walking
and talking through
the showfield, Jean had
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ventured out to the car park where she
found something that she thought I
would be interested in... a 1969 MGC
tourer. “You HAVE to buy this car!”,
she explained as I wrote down contact
information that the owner had left
on the windscreen. Later in the week,
I called the owner and arranged to
see and drive the car. It was an original, unrestored survivor; Tartan Red
with black interior, wire wheels, and
automatic transmission. The odometer
showed about 33k miles. We made a
deal and I drove down the following
weekend with a trailer to bring the car
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back to Illinois.
I drove the car “as is” for a couple
of years but found that the differential had at some point in time been
replaced with an MGB steel wheel 3.9
unit rather than the wire wheel 3.31
unit that should have been used. I was
able to source the proper differential
which really improved the drivability of the car, especially out on the
open road. In
early 1994, I
stripped the
car down
and had it
repainted; the
shop where the
work was being done had
a mishap with
the car and it
experienced
an under bonnet fire which
ruined my
wiring harness (under dash as well) and warped
the bonnet by about an inch. But the
paint work was brilliant! I brought
the car home to reassemble it when
misfortune once again hit the car as
my house was hit with a flash flood
and the MGC, along with the MGB, sat
in fresh water up to the chrome strips
for a couple of days. My insurance
adjuster came by and noted the engine
and transmission on the floor of the
garage. An engine and transmission
rebuild as well as a new interior was
authorized for the MGC and similar
authorizations made for the MGB.

I had it back on the
road by 1996. This is
when I truly got to appreciate the “road car”
reputation for which the
MGC is known. It was
driven on several 1000
mile/24-hour endurance runs; I drove it west
to Vancouver, British
Columbia and Breckenridge, Colorado; south
to Dallas, Texas and
Sebring, Florida; east to Cleveland,
Ohio and Morristown, New Jersey.;
north to St Paul, Minnesota and Grand
Rapids, Michigan....and many points
between. The torque of the “3 litre”
engine makes this car an excellent
road car. Fuel economy is acceptable
but not overly remarkable. The ride,
with its 15” wheels, torsion bar front
suspension with factory tube shocks,
and Armstrong
lever arm rear
shock is great! I
don’t drive the
MGC as much
now since I’ve
finished the
MGB/GT V8,
but this does
not mean that
she is ignored.
Flashback
to 1987 and
that green
MGC that I
mentioned
earlier. I always lusted after that car.
It joined my other MGs in the barn
in 2005 when Dane opted to sell her
to me. This car is a 4-spd manual and
performs a bit different than the ‘69
C with its Borg-Warner 35 automatic
transmission. Mileage is a bit better;
the only drawback to its ride is in the
seats. The 1968 model did not have reclining seats whereas the 1969 model
does.
Both cars get looks and thumbsup from passersby, but few folks realize
what lurks under those bulges in the
bonnet. No, it’s not an MGB!
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MGB

J
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ohn Watson, Chairman of the MGB Register for the MG Car Club,
had his magnificent 1962 MGB seleced to appear on one of the new
Royal Mail stamp series for the British Auto Legends. Other cars
included in the series were a 1961 Jaguar E-Type, a 1965 Rolls-Royce
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Stamp

Silver Shadow, a 1968 Morgan Plus 8, a 1963 Aston Martin DB5, and a
1976 Lotus Esprit. Incredible company to share!
You can buy your own copy by going to shop.royalmail.com/britishauto-legends/framed-british-auto-legends-stamps.
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Midget 2-GO
By Steve Olson
Kansas City MG Car Club

T

he trip from Kansas City to MG
2013 in Corvallis, Oregon, was
mostly uneventful and only one
day going out (and one day coming
back) was excessively hot. Adding in a
few side trips, the whole deal was just
a shade over 4000 miles, a little over
six days on the road. So this wasn't our
longest or fastest trip, but long enough
to offer challenges.
I thought I would write something
to let others know that long distance
travel in a Midget is entirely possible.
And to encourage others to consider
driving their Midgets beyond their
own city limit sign, I was asked to offer
hints for making the journey more
enjoyable.
There are many mechanical
issues to sort out before starting out
and many little enhancements to the
passenger cabin and the drive train
to consider, but the highest priority is
choosing the right navigator.
First off, since the car is so small,
you will need a navigator small
enough and agile enough to get into
and out of the car. Anyone over say 6'
6” and seriously in need of Jenny Craig
need not apply. No matter how hard
they try, they just likely won't be able
to squeeze into the car let alone find
a comfortable position once they do
get in.
With the wind noise caused by
pushing a non-aerodynamic vehicle
down the road at 70 or more miles
per hour, combined with the singing
of the tires on the pavement and the
sweet song of the exhaust, conversation between driver and navigator will
be limited to a few shouted words, lip
reading and hand signals. My wife and
I are fine without conversation. We
have been married for over 50 years so
have already said most things to each
other that need saying. If your naviga36

tor is a Chatty Kathy or Talkative Tom
then they won't be happy.
A navigator must not be prone to
motion sickness. The navigator will
be the one reading the maps, rally
instructions, and brochures for all the
attractions that you will be driving by
but not stopping to see. In her spare
time my wife either reads a book or
knits. We don't have the time for her to
stop and hurl even if she wanted to.
Technology has tried to replace
some of the navigator's duties. What
the Brits refer to as “SatNav” or GPS
as we say it is sometimes better than
trying to hold a map bigger in size
than the car's top against the gale force
breeze inside the car to locate a way to
get back on track from the last wrong
turn. The automated voice never
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shows any irritation when recalculating for the umpteenth time because
the driver turned right instead of left
yet again. Your live navigator should
strive to do as well at staying calm.
Packing light is a skill that a navigator must have. Anyone who carries
a purse the size of Santa's bag of toys
is likely a poor candidate. A change of
underwear and a tooth brush should
be enough for a weekend or more. Of
course, we all take along as much junk
as we can squeeze into the car. If we
were driving an 18-wheeler we would
fill that up too. Taking less luggage
leaves more room for all the important
tools and spare parts. Low maintenance people are usually happier
anyway.
Food choices along the route,
at least the ones that are quick and
inexpensive, are usually limited. So
find a navigator that isn't a picky eater.
We always pack a very small cooler of
beverages and a few granola bars. An
apple or banana sourced from the free
breakfast at the last motel makes this a
balanced meal. The right navigator can
turn these ingredients into a meal that
is better than what you would get at
any 4-star restaurant. Well at least a lot
faster and less expensive.
Sharing the same tiny space with
another person for hours on end in

any vehicle, especially one of our little
British oil drippers, requires extreme
compatibility. The right navigator
rarely needs to stop and pee more
often than the driver. And when they
do need to stop before the driver does,
they need to be able to keep their legs
crossed and their mouth shut. Of
course, it goes without saying that
whenever the wheels stop rolling for
any reason, the navigator needs to
make a dash for the nearest rest room
even if they don't need to go at the
moment. The next opportunity will
likely be more than 100 miles down
the road. Any incompatibility in
peeing frequency between the driver
and navigator will make the trip most
unpleasant.
So select your navigator wisely
and then take a short test drive of 100+
non-stop miles. Do this on either a
steamy hot day or a cold rainy one
when the top is sure to let wind and
moisture leak in. If you are both still
smiling at each other and still speaking without shouting profanities at
the end of the trip, then you may have
found the right one for longer trips.
Now that I have explained the first
priority for long distance travel in a
Midget, maybe next time I will offer
mechanical tips.

MG Midget line up in Hellertown, PA
British Car Show—2007
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MG Coasters
Article and images
provided by
Bryan Dahlberg,
MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre
bdahlberg@aol.com

It was a dark and
stormy night. Really.

T

he garage door was
open and I sat on the
stool at my workbench, trying to work
out the kinks in my right
shoulder after several hours
of wrestling with the rear
shock absorbers on my
MGA. It had been so long
ago in this marathon restoration process that I couldn’t
remember if I had refilled
them with fluid before reinstalling them. I should have
written that down, along with a lot of
other reminders over the years.
The rain falling past the open garage door triggered my thirst response,
so I opened a fresh can of Old Speckled
Hen and put it on the workbench. It
started walking slowly towards the
edge.
The thin layer of oil on the bench
must have interacted with the condensation on the
bottom of the can
to reduce the friction between the
two to less than
zero. I held onto
the can and gazed
absentmindedly
at the boot lid
of my car. The
chrome emblem,
exactly in the
center of the lid,
naturally attracted my eye. Then
38
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I meditated on the beer can. I looked
back at the emblem. Then I thought
about the silicone and urethane rubber compounds on the shelf behind
me, left over from an old project. A
few random synapses connected in
my brain, and on the next Saturday I
unwrapped some old sculpting clay
and began to experiment.
Eventually I ended up with a
silicone rubber
mold into which
I can pour two
different colors of
liquid urethane
rubber. It works
— Now I don’t
leave any marks
on my priceless
heirloom IKEA
tables, and my
Old Speckled Hen
won’t wander off
like a headless
chicken.
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Parking Lot Repair
James Wolfe, pulled
in with a crunched
passenger-side wing
and a strapped down
bonnet. As James
reported, a SUV was
making a right turn
when it suddenly
stopped. Unfortunately, James did not
miss him.
Being we were in
Oregon and James is
from North Carolina
(and still wanting to
do some traveling beIt’s hard to tell from this angle, but the fender is pushed under the
bonnet not allowing to to close and the headlight is pointed toward the fore heading home),
I volunteered to help
ground.
him straighten it out;
Artitcle and images provided
but not before giving him some grief.
by John “The MG Doc” Mangles
I told him this was becoming a habit!
All British Car Repair
Just two years earlier, on his way out to
MG 2011 in Reno, a deer ran into the
e were sitting around the
side of his GT as he was driving down
parking lot enjoying some
the road. He brought his car into my
socializing at MG 2013,
shop in St Louis to repair the damage.
when our Next Generation Registrar,
James had managed to pull the

1

W

Using the concrete base of a lamp post, the comealong is used to start pulling the sheet metal out

wing away from the tire so he could
drive the car, but the bonnet would
not latch at all and overlapped with
the pushed over wing. I gave him a list
of things I would need: an eye-bolt
with a nut and a couple of big washers, a come-along, a drill with a bit
big enough for the eye-bolt, and a big
hammer.
As you can see by the photos,

we drilled a hole into the wing just
ahead of the headlight and put in the
eye-bolt. We took the come-along
and connected it to a concrete base of
a lamp post and then to the bolt. As
James slowly put pressure on the wing
to pull it out, I took the hammer to the
back sides of the wing to work it back
into place. Once we got that pulled out
as far as we could, we drilled a second

2

John installs the first eye bolt into the fender.f
40
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John begins to adjust the metal with a big hammer
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5

6

7

Along the Oregon Trail

John uses a 2x4 to help
spread the impact of the
hammer blows.

Already starting to fit better.

hole on the outside of the wing behind
approximately where a side marker
light would be on later cars. Again,
I hammered the metal over to try to
straighten it out as much as I could.

Second placement of eye bolt
to help pull the fender over
and straighten the headlight.

After about twenty minutes of
work, it was straight enough to get the
bonnet to latch down again and for
the headlight to be of use. It wasn’t going to win any beauty contests though.

8

Chimney Rock, Nebraska

9

Article and images provided by
Lewis Blackwell
British Car Club of Wichita Kansas

O

Working on reshapping the bonnet.
42

While it won’t win a beauty contest, the bonnet
can now close, latch, and unlatch without being
tied down.
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ne of the first points of interest
on the Oregon Trail was Chimney Rock, Nebraska, a major
landmark along the trail for the emigrants. It had once stood 325 feet tall,
but in 1992 lightning knocked part
of the rock off the spire and a tourist
just happened to record it by a video
camera! Chimney Rock could be seen
40 miles away from the wagons.
At Independence Rock in Wyoming, emigrants passed here at midpoint on the trail. If they reached it on
or before July 4th, Independence Day,
they had a much better chance of making it across the mountain pass before
snows hit. Approximately 16,000
people died on all trails west.
Before we reached Flaming Gorge

in Wyoming, Dee thought that we
would have some picturesque colors
judging by the name. She was right!
We took the MGs off road on Firehole
Road into the canyon from Douglas
on a blacktop that turned into a gravel
canyon track – and it was one of the
best drives we had on the whole trip! It
was an adventure through incredible
scenery with weird formations like
the Devil’s Mask. We ran into a rain
shower about the three-quarter mark. I
worried about getting caught in a flash
flood along the canyon bottom, but we
just got covered over with bright red
mud!
We trekked in along Bear Lake
Valley clear up to the top, which was a
great drive. Next stop was the Shoshone Falls on the Columbia River at
a spot where it was about a mile wide
and several hundred feet below us.
Needless to say, the drive down on that
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Devil’s Mask in Flaming Gorge.

narrow two-lane from top of the canyon was more than exciting at 15MPH
on the switchbacks. We crossed into
Washington on the north side of the
river so Dee & Al could check another
state off her list!
We toured the Spruce Goose
which was too big to stuff into my
lens. The huge Evergreen Aviation
Museum was built specifically to
house the giant wooden aircraft which
actually flew one time with Hughes
at the controls, then mothballed for

several years until it was disassembled
and restored at its new museum. We
watched aides teach children how to
build paper rockets and launch them
outside.
Cape Porpetua wasn’t just an
interesting overlook. The Ranger at the
beach sent us up to the cliff top, several hundred feet up. The view down
the coastline of the rocks and rolling
breakers was spectacular. When we
compared Kansas, a girl overheard us
and said that they were from Kansas,

Spurce Goose

Al and Dee Davis, Hank Brillart and Sharon Covert.

Redwood Tree Park

Car #10 • 1962 MGB
First MGB delivered to
the US market.

too. Incredibly, on top of a cliff in
Oregon, I had run into the Heartsills
from Baldwin City whose son played
football last year with my son-in-law’s
nephew Nate Clem! Just two-degrees
of Separation!
At last we reached hotel and
unpacked. Washed cars and more red
mud hit the ground! Over 273 cars
were registered for MGB 2013. The star
of the show was displayed prominently behind ropes with the title of
Earliest American MGB. The blue 1962
B, No. 102, was the very first MGB delivered to America, and the very first
MGB produced at the UK factory with
left-hand drive!
Heading for home after the show,
44
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Defective piston.

we started for the Redwood tree park.
Hank Brillhart’s MGB began a blue
plume and an engine miss put us
off on the next exit. A quick check
revealed nothing unusual; the miss
persisted. We got to the park just for
the big redwoods and wandered down
paths of big ferns and stood next to

ancient redwoods that stretched hundreds of feet into the upper crowns.
You feel pretty small next to one of
these old trees.
At the next stop, Hank pulled
plugs and one was dark. No change
to oil and A/F levels. We performed
a compression check: No.1 down to

Independence Rock Wyoming.

El Capitan, Yosemite National Park.

60lbs! Burned valve? Hole in piston?
He changed to hotter plugs and forged
ahead. Blue smoke persisted but not
worse. Little change to oil and A/F said
‘piston.’ With no degradation in speed,
we reached the Yosemite entry, but
Hank stopped at the last gas station to
avoid strain and possible tow out from
46
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Yosemite Valley. Hank & Sharon waited at the last station while Al, Dee, and
I made the trip down to El Capitan and
got up close & personal with a glaciercarved rock face hundreds of feet high.
As we were exiting the valley floor, we
passed by a big crowd of rock climbers
of all ages who were preparing to make
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At Lake Havasu, Arizona

assaults. Lots of rope. Lots of luck!
At each stop for gas, Hank checked
levels and found little change. We kept
on. As luck would have it, we passed
close to Lake Havasu, home for the
famous London Bridge, built in 1831,
that spanned the River Thames in London, England, until it was dismantled
in 1967. The Arizona bridge is a reinforced concrete structure clad in the
original masonry of the 1830s bridge,
which was bought by Robert P. McCulloch from City of London. McCulloch had exterior granite blocks from
the original bridge numbered and
then shipped to America to construct
the present bridge in Lake Havasu City,
community he established in 1964 on
the shores of Lake Havasu.
Al & Dee had prepaid stops, so
Hank cut a straight line for Wichita

Shoshone Falls on the Columbeia River

with me following. His stalwart engine held up nicely at full speed and
delivered Hank & Sharon safely home
and one day early! Immediately, Hank
yanked the engine and entrails for
examination: there was a full-length
crack in a question mark running
down the piston, pieces of ring were
missing, and cylinder was scored, but
Hank always builds his engines to be
The Little Engine That Could and we
proved it!  
You CAN take the MGBs 5,000
mile on a trip to MG 2013 and still
return under your own power! Life is
good in an MGB. Thanks, Willamette
MG Club and NAMGBR, for a great
show, from Hank Brillhart, Sharon
Covert, Al & Dee Davis, and Lewis
Blackwell of The British Car Club of
Wichita Kansas.

Our caravan!

48
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Previous Owners

While its not wrong painting an engine and over spraying the rockers and valve springs doesn’t
exactly instill confidence that the engine was rebuilt to top standards.

Article and images provided by
Dave Braun, Minnesota MG Group

W

e’ve probably all have been
there. While working on one
of the systems of our MG we
run across something we know isn’t
factory original, and seems downright sloppy, silly or even dangerous.
It could be anything from a piece of
baling wire or duct tape holding down
a component to a sophisticated but
well-intentioned design modification
with unintended consequences. If you
spend any time on-line visiting the
various British car forums, about 25%
of the discussion involves things done
by a Previous Owner (PO) and these
discussions often leave one’s head
shaking in wonder. If the modification, shortcut or repair is bad enough,
the acronym DPO is often bandied
about. I prefer to translate DPO as
‘Dreaded Previous Owner’, but you can
pick any adjective or noun that starts
with a D in your own interpretation.
50

Very rarely is EPO used which stands
for ‘Esteemed Previous Owner’. EPO
is usually reserved for a mentor like
figure who always did the right thing
the right way, especially if the car is
purchased from a local owner who is
known for quality work and knowledge.
Almost everyone loves horror
stories, so let’s lead off with a few to
illustrate PO errors. One of “Tommy’s”
(our 1952 MG TD) POs owned a
chrome shop. Things were chromed
on him that actually looked fine once
you got use to it, but were excessive
for both the size and ‘weight’ of the
car. Chromed were the spare tire carrier, the radiator slats, the headlamp
buckets and the stays that carried
them. Even the straps that held the
fuel tank to the car were chromed. I
still can’t quite figure out how various
engine pieces like the radiator stays,
horns, and ignition coil escaped the
treatment. Another PO induced error
on the car was the wiring of the fuel
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pump to bypass the ignition switch.
Instead it went to a hidden toggle
switch under the dash that was hot
all the time. A great anti-theft device,
but not so good if you left the switch
on and burned up the contacts on
the fuel pump points, which I did
once. Another example was done to
“Maggie” our 1970 MGB. A PO had a
Pertronix set up installed in the car,
and in the process nicked the positive
lead sheathing. It took a few years, but
eventually that lead shorted to ground
and took out the white wire from the
ignition switch to the coil, including the one that goes through the
tachometer; leaving a smoky residue
and burnt circuitry in the instrument! Oops. It could be argued that
as a savvy MG owner I should have
noticed this upcoming problem, and
safety-tied the lead in place to prevent
chafing, but the point of a Pertronix
system is that you don’t have to look
under the distributor cap, right?
The latest PO errors I’ve experienced aren’t on an MG, but on
the little 1974 Triumph Spitfire that

followed me home last December.
“Sammy’s” PO decided that he would
install the horns to the front dumb
irons without checking them to see
if they functioned. They don’t. They
actually rattle inside, so it is intuitive
that they are toast, but unless one
was going to shake the whole car and
produce the sound of an angry snake,
the horns weren’t going to be very
effective. The PO also didn’t care for
cleaning things up very well, and he
owned a can of black winkle paint. So
everything on the firewall has been
removed, painted wrinkle black, and
reinstalled. He put the paint on just
thick enough to be annoying, but not
thick enough to wrinkle, and some of
it is already flaking off because it was
applied over a greasy surface. And then
there is the engine and gearbox, which
were out of the car when he got it have
been reinstalled on bloated, tired, shot
mounts. When he stripped the oil pan
threads instead of getting a Helicoil
kit and doing an effective repair,
he drilled and tapped them out to a
larger size in order to confound future

Tommy’s hidden hot all the time fuel pump switch. Leave it on, and the points in the fuel pump are
toast.
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moke ‘em if you got ‘em. The inside of Maggie’s
tachometer after the poorly wired Pertronix
module took out the ignition wiring.
We love wrinkle black, even completely obscuring the wiper motor. Now someone has to clean it
all off.

mechanics.
Fortunately for me, I’m discovering all of this as I disassemble Sammy
in preparation of a proper restoration.
Sammy has been off the road since
1979 and last licensed in 1984 (someone was optimistic) and deserves a better fate than to have thick gloss black
paint on his radiator fins cutting down
on the heat transfer. I’m just glad the
PO never managed to get the engine
running with the DCOE Weber he
had procured, which is another story.
There’s no telling what damage may
have been inflicted.
I know other people who have
experienced beer can shims on wire
wheel splines to compensate for worn
hubs. This is very dangerous because
they can fail under heavy braking
making the car worse than a soapbox
derby car with a broken brake lever.
Other hideous examples include the
MGA I was tasked with ‘waking up’
that was perfectly wired according to
the MGA wiring diagram, only the
PO used red wires throughout. Have
you ever tried to trace an ignition fault
when every wire in the harness is the
same color? Finally, a TR-6 that visits
me once in a while was completely
painted by a PO without benefit of
removing the body to fix the obvious
faults in the chassis caused by the rust
52

for which the TR-6 is notorious. Every
time the chassis needs repair at a suspension point I almost wish we could
pull the body off and start over. This is
the same car that had the entire carpet
system glued in place so that maintenance on the wiring or gearbox is
impossible without doing great harm
to the carpet, as in pulling the loops
right through the backing.
Most of these stories are inexcusable, caused by ignorance (ignorance
is no excuse, remember?) carelessness,
laziness or penny pinching. It is sad, to
tell you the truth.
You can even be your own DPO if
you hang around long enough. When
I was in my early 20s I disassembled
Tommy’s difficult to acquire (even
then) ignition/light switch. The earlier
switches were windowless. A modern
Lucas 1960s improvement was to add
a rotating inner wheel that is inscribed
‘off-side-light’ to indicate through a
window in the bezel if the switch is on.
Only the ‘improved’ version is available today. Well, I broke that switch
while working on it, and it is still in a
box in case I ever devise a way to repair
it. In the meantime Tommy soldiers
on with the ‘improved’ version he
has sported since 1980. I’m also the
person who added the 10 amp fuses
under Tommy’s dash for the various
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side lights and what not. They are inaccessible, require knowledge that they
are present, and when I have a problem with the lighting as sometimes
happens, I have to remind myself
that some fool (me) installed a totally
unnecessary fuse. The wires are well
protected both behind the dash and as
they pass through various bulkheads.
Short of a dead short that isn’t happening, the fuses are not needed. I’m
also guilty in another but by no means
last area. When I restored Tommy, I
glanced at my rear axle bearings at the
outer hubs and said ‘good enough’.
Yep, two years later I was replacing
them. My friend Dr. Mike took one
look at the bearings, laughed, and
asked me what the heck was I thinking? Yep, I am my own DPO. However,
I’m not admitting to any DPO action
on our (read: Diane’s) MGB because Diane always makes sure to check out my
articles and I don’t wish to alarm her.
So far, we’ve been fairly harsh on
the PO and the unacceptable things
they have done to our cars. But there is
one thing that I always try to keep in
mind about the people who previously
were the custodians of our cars before
we had our chance: whatever they did
to them, they didn’t junk them. Unless
you are the rare original owner of your
little British car, you owe the continued existence of your treasure to the
person who found a way to preserve it

You too can have the satisfaction of being your
own DPO, along with the thrill of doing a job
twice. Here the worn out rear bearings I put in
Tommy are being replaced.

when an MG TD could be had for $300
and the reputation of the difficult electrical systems on an MGB caused many
of them to languish outside until the
body shell returned to its natural state
of iron oxide.
These POs, armed with only baling wire, duct tape, poor ideas and a
lack of a clear understanding of the inner workings of an automobile, found
ways to keep the car on the road so
that someday it would be restored better than factory new and sleep under
a warm blanket with a battery tender
in our garages. Those parts cars that
are on eBay, or advertised on craigslist
weren’t the lucky ones, and they didn’t
have POs who kept them alive on a
shoestring budget when these cars
were nearly worthless. Even an Aston
Martin DB5 at one time or another was
a throw away vehicle.
So tonight I’m going out in the
garage, open the man-fridge and break
out a bottle of Old Speckle Hen. As I
stand over the brave little Spitfire, and
look down at the gapping hole in the
interior panel that some PO thought
was the perfect place to install a six by
nine radio speaker, I’m going to drink
a toast. “To Greg, and all the other POs
of the Spitfire and all of our little British cars. You aren’t DPOs. You kept my
dreams alive before I even knew I had
them, and for that you are EPOs.”
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Book Review: MG V8

by David Knowles
ISBN 978 1 84797 451 8
The Crowood Press Ltd
www.crowood.com
US Distributor:
Motorbooks International
www.motorbooks.com
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D

avid Knowles has done it again!
He has delivered a spectacular
book that outlines the factory
V8 usage from the development of
the MGB-GT V8 to the use of the Ford
Mustang V8 in the ZT/ZT-T and SV
supercar.
If you’ve read any of David’s other
books – such as MG: The Untold Story
and MGB, then you know just how
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much research and detail that David
provides. As you would expect, the
book begins with early efforts by Ken
Costello to put the Buick all aluminum
V8 into a MGB. Scratch that, that’s
where I always thought the story of the
MG V8 started as well. In truth, the
factory toyed with the idea of a V8 in
the MGB three years before, in 1966,
just after the merger of BMC with
Jaguar. MG had access to the 2.5 liter
Daimler V8 and two Coventry Climax
racing engines – a 1.8 and a 2.5L V8.
Multiple prototypes were developed,
but none really were viable.
In 1969, Ken Costello was the first
to… wait, hold again. The first reported
installation of the GM aluminum
V8 in a MGB goes to Mark Keely in
Australia in 1967. It was reviewed very
positively in the local press at that
time. OK, now we can move to Ken
Costello in 1969. He, of course, is the
true godfather of MGB V8s. He created
a very popular conversion business
that established how well the package
of the aluminum ex-GM (at this point)
V8 worked in the MGB. This quickly
led the factory to jump on the band
wagon to manufacture their own. OK,
that’s not quite true; it took them almost five years to get around to it, but
not due to lack of desire on MG’s part.
David’s book goes into a lot of the
politics behind the development of the
car and how strangled MG was by British Leyland management. Edicts came
down to spend the bare minimum on
the car with no allowance for trim, interior, or option changes. If that wasn’t
bad enough, the development work for
the North American market was cut, so
the place where the MGB/GT V8 would
have been the most popular never got
a chance.
The next big V8 development
was on the RV8. There are lots of great
photos and sketches from the early
stages, as well as press reviews at the
time (the reviews were mixed at best
because most were comparing the car
to much more modern cars with which
it could not compete). Overall, the RV8
was meant to only be a way to rebuilt

enthusiasm for a MG sportscar before
the anticipated launch of the MGF.
Skip ahead several years and the
story changes to the MG ZT and ZT-T
V8s. These were truly impressive to me
because they took front wheel drive
cars and re-engineered them to be rear
wheel drive and then inserted a Ford
modular 4.6L V8 with 260hp. That
kind of thing just doesn’t happen on
production cars and will probably never happen again. Two hot rod versions
were planned – a 385hp and a monster
500hp. Too bad MG Rover didn’t have
the money to further develop these
cars and to expand their market.
The last part of the book focuses
in on the development of the MG SV
– the first MG supercar since the MG
K3 of the 1930’s. The SV started life as
the Qvale Mangusta which was really
supposed to be the next DeTomaso
Pantera, however, after a falling out,
Qvale, the famous West Coast British
car distributor, branded the car under
his name. Eventually, a deal with
struck with MG Rover to redesign the
car as a MG.
Penned by Peter Stevens, the SV
took on a much more aggressive look,
utilizing carbon fiber panels and the
four cam 4.6L Ford 320hp V8. Zeroto-sixty times for the base model was
5.3 seconds. Later, two higher output
models were developed – the SV-R with
a 5.0L V8 making 400hp and a SV-S
with a supercharged 4.6L. Assembly of
the SV reminds me a lot of the assembly of the MGB. Bodies were produced
at one place, engines produced at
another place, subassemblies produced
elsewhere, and then all shipped to
another location for assembly.
If you haven’t figured it out
by now, I consider the book brilliant.
There is so much detail on these
models that you can’t help but be
impressed. Each model has production information, details on colors,
options, and changes. Future owners
of these cars are going to owe a huge
debt to David Knowles for making it
easier to understand and identify these
instant collectables.
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History of the North American MGB Register

John Twist, Ken Smith, Jerome Rosenberger, Bruce Wyckoff, Keith Holdsworth, and Dick Knudson,
plus a host of others creating North American MGB Register. 1990

By Richard Liddick
Chairman NAMGBR

F

or our new members that have
joined recently, here is a brief history of our organization.
The North American MGB
Register was founded in December of
1990 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, by
a group of MG enthusiasts wanting
a democratically-run organization.
Some of the charter members in attendance were John Twist, Ken Smith,
Jerome Rosenberger, Bruce Wyckoff,
Keith Holdsworth, and Dick Knudson
just to name a few. A mission statement was issued that reads as follows:
“The ultimate purpose of NAMGBR
is to provide complete support to the
MGB driver. This goal will be met
by offering a democratic organization that is thoroughly accountable
to its members. Credibility will be
enhanced through sanctioning by the
MG Car Club of England. Additionally,
it hopes to be of assistance to stranded
56

members by offering a service list and
technical tips. It will also serve as a
means of coordinating the events of its
members and affiliated clubs. Financial statements will be available when
requested.”
NAMGBR holds an annual convention each year hosted by a local
chapter, the first one was hosted by the
MG Car Club of Toronto, Canada in
1992 and was known as MG 92, since
that time each of our annual conventions have been called “MG” and the
year of the event. MG 2014 will be our
22nd annual convention. Every five
years we join with the North American
MGA Register, the New England MG T
Register, and the Triple M Register to
take part in the “All Register” event.
This event is organized by the North
American Council of MG Registers of
which we are a member.
In addition to our annual conventions, we typically have one or more
Regional events which are hosted by
one of our local chapters across the US
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Ken Smith and John Twist, among otthers, were involved in forming this MG club.

and Canada. We currently have 100
local chapters and one or more can
be found in just about every state and
province in North America. A complete listing is available on our website
at www.namgbr.org.
NAMGBR has an open AGM (Annual General Meeting) each October
were the officers, coordinators, and
registrars present a report of the past
years’ operations to the members and
local chapters. Our AGM is generally
held at the site of the next annual convention and is hosted by the sponsoring local chapter. It is at this meeting
the members and chapter representatives have an opportunity to ask
questions about the operation of the
club directly to the officers. It is also at
this meeting were the ballots casted by
the local chapters are counted for the
election of officers and any proposed
changes to the by-laws.
The North American MG Register is a registered 501(c) 7 Not-ForProfit Corporation. We currently have

around 2200 members across North
America, along with members in the
UK, Netherlands, Germany, Australia
and other parts of the world. We have
sub-registers for the MG Midget, MG
1100/1300, MG LE, Post-Abingdon
Models, and now the MGC, just to
name a few. You don’t need to own an
MG to join NAMGBR.
Our bi-monthly magazine, the
MGB Driver is an all color publication,
packed full of articles about local,
national and international events,
upcoming events, how keep your
MGB, MG Midget, MGC, or 1100/1300
on the road and more. We also publish
our annual Mutual Aid Directory
(MAD) that lists members that said
they would be willing to assist follow
MG owners that may be experiencing
problems with their MG while traveling. This publication also includes a
list of repair shops recommended by
our members. Every effort is make to
have this in the hands of the members
prior to the convention.
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Tech Talk
John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
Hi John,
Long story made short, my B’s trunk
lid won’t unlock. Slightly longer version
is that I had stripped the car to have
Steve Lundberg repair rust issues and
repaint. Put it all back together with a different (unsprung) trunk lid. Being aware
of potential issues with new gaskets, etc,
I didn’t lock the trunk for the first week,
and the latch worked well. So….while out
and about yesterday, I locked it and this
morning……
I’m thinking that the solution is to
drill the whole lock set out and replace
it. You have any better ideas?
Thanks, —
 Steve Struck
Steve,
Put pressure on the body, just
under the boot lid. I’ve been successful pulling up on the lid, pushbutton
depressed, and slapping the bodywork with a large, soft hammer. Maybe not the route you want.
You can drill out the lock assembly. You can drill a 1/8 hole just
below the lock assembly and push a
long pin (nail) through the hole. You
won’t notice the hole later on. You
can borrow our tool and finagle the
lock open. I have a YouTube video on
this.
MOST IMPORTANTLY!! Do not
lock the boot again until you get a
small person who does not suffer
from claustrophobia inside with a
flashlight and a screwdriver so he/
she can reopen the boot over and
over until you get it right. Most commonly the loop sits too far to the rear
and has to be bent forward.
Hi!

Really enjoy your videos. My issue is
when I shut my 1977 down it keeps running until it appears to run out of gas (5-6
58

sec). It does not stop when I turn the key
off. Any ideas? I just got the car.
Thanks, —Chuck Gonveau
Chuck,
Beginning in 1977 and ending in
early 1978, the ignition circuit in the
MGB was powered from the ignition
relay. Before 1977 and after early
1978 the ignition circuit is powered
by the key switch.
The way the system is supposed
to work is this: When the key is
turned to the OFF position, the SLATE
circuit comes alive and the Anti-Runon valve operates. This valve starves
the engine of gasoline by placing a
vacuum on top of the gasoline the
carburetter float bowl. If the carb has
been changed to a Weber it's difficult to get this anti run-on system to
work. With replacement SU carbs it is
possible to connect the anti-run-on
circuit but it's sometimes forgotten.
And, if there is any loss of integrity of
the ELC (Evaporative Loss Control) or
PCV (positive crankcase ventilation)
systems from a cracked or broken
hose, the anti-run-on system cannot
form the vacuum necessary to shut
down the engine.
When you turn the key OFF,
the WHITE ignition wire goes dead
which should allow the ignition relay
to open. But --- there is a trickle of
current which back feeds from the
alternator, through the ignition
warning light, and into the WHITE
circuit where it searches for an earth.
This holds the ignition relay closed.
So, the engine continues to run until
the fuel pump cycles, dropping the
voltage so low that the ignition relay
opens and the engine stops.
So – What to do? Close examination of the fuse box will reveal that
on the third fuse from the top, on
the front side, there are two spade
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connectors carrying WHITE/BROWN
wires. One spade carries a single
WHITE/BROWN. The other carries
a heavier and a light gauge WHITE/
BROWN. Clip the light gauge
WHITE/BROWN from the spade.
Stretch it over to the ignition relay
(the cylindrical relay lying on the
right front inner fender immediately
forward of the fuse box). Fit a "piggyback" spade terminal to the relay
in place of the WHITE wire that is
there now, then connect the WHITE
wire and that light gauge WHITE/
BROWN to the piggyback. Now the
ignition circuit will be switched by
the ignition key and not the ignition relay. This should take you all of
three minutes to do!
Hello John,
It was very cool to meet you in person.
I had a couple questions regarding my
’76 Midget. The first and more important question was about the front wheel
bearings. If you have Timken numbers,
that would be a huge help. The second
question was with regard to the proper
machine-work necessary to accommodate
better thrust bearings, and straighten out
the mains. I think I’m clear on the oil passages. I may have read that in a mid-70’s
competition-prep manual… Please shoot
a note whenever you get back to Michigan
and have a minute.
Thanks very much, — Chris Martin
Chris:
You can replace the roller bearings in the front end of your Midget
with these taper bearings:
Outer: 05066 and 05185
Inner:   07204 and 07097     
Now, the original style allows
for a “double diameter” comprised
of the stub axle AND the surrounding column made with the inner race
of the inner bearing, the distance
tube, and the inner race of the outer
bearing. This system, used on all the
MGs makes the front suspension very
strong – as a result, there is hardly
ever a case of a broken stub axle. By
fitting these Timken taper bearings
you lose that double diameter – UNLESS you work with the distance tube
and spacers so that you can draw the

front hub nut up to about 50 lb-ft.
Read the instructions for the MGB or
watch my YouTube video about the
same. On the other hand, we used to
fit these commonly and I have never
seen a broken stub axle in a Midget
used on the street. (Racing is altogether different game.)
To ensure that the oil flows to the
#2 and #3 rods, you must open the
center main oil galley. This requires
that you draw the spacer for the oil
ump drive gear from the block – do
NOT tap it as it’s cast, it’s brittle, and
it WILL break. Open that galley from
1/4” to 5/16” which doubles its cross
section.
You MUST have the bottom end
align bored or align honed to ensure
that all three main bearing saddles
are, in fact, true to a center line.
You MUST have the rear face of
the rear main bearing opened to
allow for the fitting of TWO thrust
washers, not just the one the factory
provided. Hold these bearings in
place with 1/8” tension pins.
John,
I have a 72 MGB with the LH over
drive transmission. The transmission
failed a few years ago and the shop that
I took it to (in Oregon) has been trying to
source the cone clutch. Do you have any of
these or know where I can get one? And/or
perhaps I could send the transmission to
you as an option.
David,
If neither Moss nor Victoria has
this unit, you can try John Esposito at
Quantum Mechanics in this country
or Overdrive Services in Sheffield,
England.
John,
What is the proper order of fastners,
washers, grommets etc, starting from the
outer high rocker stud working upward for
the valve cover assembly for a 1973 MGB.
The Moss grommet is 7/16" thick including the lip. Thanks, —Rich
Rich,
I know we already went over this
on the phone, but again:
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From the Valve Cover upwards:
1) The rubber grommet, 12A 1358,
with the widest diameter upwards
2) The cup washer, 1A 2156, with
the concave side downwards
3) The spacer, 1B 2925
4) The nut, 2A 150
Tighten the whole works down
to about 5 lb-ft. It's not necessary to
run it down until the nut bottoms
out on the nut under the valve cover
John,
I purchase my fourth MG in Feb 2013
so she is new to me. I plan on keeping her
forever, I have done a lot of work on her
but alas like most she needs a rebuild.
I purchase it on eBay yeah probably
shouldn’t of, but the body is the best I
have come across in my area usually there
is rust and well no floor boards. My B is
solid. Hardly any rust, also it was supposed to have been rebuilt well it’s not!
(Big Surprise) My question is most people
in this area don’t know what they are and
don’t want to touch them, and I need a
rebuild is 2500 about right on the price?
And if I rebuild it what would you recommend? Also do you sell rebuilt engines?
Thank you, —Brea
PS - You have also helped me with
your videos while working on my car.
Brea,
There are four factors that determine the condition of the engine:
Compression; Condition of the Cam;
Oil Pressure; and Oil Consumption.
If there is something broken or if the
engine is leaking water, well then
those are considerations, too!
The compression should be consistent within 10% of each other. If
the figures are not close then either
the valves or the piston is faulty in
that cylinder. It’s almost always the
exhaust valve in the low cylinder, but
not always!
The condition of the cam can
only be checked with a dial indicator on each pushrod. The cam lift
is 0.265” on each lobe. If a lobe is
worn more than 0.010” then the cam
is beginning to fail. At 0.050” then
the engine simply won’t run well at
higher speeds.
60

The oil pressure should be 70
psi running down the road. This is a
function of the oil, the oil pressure
relief valve, the oil pump, and the
condition of the main and rod bearings.
Oil consumption can only be
determined by driving the car. One
quart every couple of fill ups isn’t
too bad, but once you’re running
through a quart every couple hundred miles it’s time to renew the
piston rings, at least.
Engine rebuilding takes many
forms at many prices. It’s possible to
replace the cam in place. It’s possible
to change the rod bearings, three of
the main bearings, and the oil pump
in place. It’s possible to remove the
cylinder head with the engine in
place.
A “complete rebuild” of an MGB
engine in my shop is at least $4000
because everything is faulty and a
great deal of machine work is necessary. And that is out of the car.
Examine your engine from these
considerations and decide if you
need a whole engine or just a portion!
John,
I am having a problem with my 1972
MGB roadster. You worked on the car in
2010 at Belleville. Recently the clutch
gave out. While the engine was out, I had
the garage detail and repaint the engine.
When they took the engine apart, they
noticed that someone had welded a crack
in the heat shield at the rear carb. They
replaced the heat shield. When I was
at Belleville, the car was running rich
and you advised met to have the O-rings
replaced in the enrichment circuit. I took
the carbs and took them to Joe Curto who
replaced the O-rings and also got rid of the
Gross Jets.
The car ran fine after that. After the
clutch, all engine seals were replaced and
the mechanic made certain that there were
no vacuum leeks. When the car started
to run rough, I pulled the plugs and found
#4 was fouled, and #3 somewhat less
so. Valves were adjusted to spec, and the
timing was set to 32 Before at 4000 RPM.
I also noticed that the idle rpm increased
after a long drive. I don’t think the enrich-
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ment is leaking, but I could be wrong. Do
you have any Ideas? I am trying to get the
car in shape so we can go to French Lick
next year. You also suggested that I have
the rear springs redone which is on my list.
Thank you in advance for your advice,
—Robert Knecht
Robert,
There are problems with the
HIFs, all of which require the carbs
come off the manifold for repair.
The first is the leaking choke
O-rings. Here's how to test those:
Remove the suction chambers and air
pistons. You'll see the main jet right
at the center of the bridge. You'll see
another hole, closer to the engine,
and not centered but closer to the
opposite carb. This is the exit from
the choke mixture control valve. Remove the line which connects the
front float bowl vent to the rear float
bowl vent to the charcoal canister.
Place a two foot length of hose on
the brass fitting on the carb and puff
into the hose. A column of gasoline will shoot up out of the main
jet. Now place your finger on the
main jet and blow so hard you see
stars. There should be NO gasoline
escaping from this second hole. If
you're confused about the holes,
then operate the choke while you're
puffing on the line while holding
one finger on the main jet. You'll
see gasoline bubble up through that
mixture hole. Again, with the choke
OFF and blowing hard into the hose,
you should see NO gasoline escaping. If you do, you have to change
the O-rings again – always use VITON
O-rings to account for the alcohol in
the gasoline.
The second thing is the carburetter floats. These often saturate and
sink instead of float. Only a physical
and visual examination of the float
will tell you the truth. Don't forget
that the ELC line, running from carb
to carb and to the charcoal canister
can cause problems. The idle should
not change one iota whether this line
is connected or not. If it does then
there's a problem within the charcoal
canister.

John,
I'm nearing the end of a 23 year
rebuild of my '77 MGB. Long story…. I
have high and low beam headlights, brake
lights and hazards. Neither backup lights
or turn signals work. I've replaced the turn
signal relay, lights master switch, and
column turn lever switch. I also replaced
the wiring harness with a Moss OEM
equivalent product. I would be very grateful for any suggestions.
Thank you, —Allen
Allen,
We spoke about this but again:
The turn signal circuit requires
that the HAZARD switch is working properly. When the hazard
switch is tipped upwards (off) then
it connects the GREEN circuit to the
turn signal circuit. You can check
this out quickly by removing the
plug from the back of the switch
and jumping the two GREEN wires,
then trying the turn signals. There
are four GREEN with tracers at the
bottom of the plug – don't involve
them – just the two GREEN wires at
the top of the plug. From the hazard
switch the power continues to the
turn signal flasher (a NAPA EL13 is a
WONDERFUL replacement unit), and
from there (GREEN/BROWN) to the
column switch where it is switched
left (GREEN/RED) and right (GREEN/
WHITE).
The reverse light circuit begins
at the junction of the main loom,
the rear loom, and the gearbox loom
at the rear of the right front inner
fender. Here, the GREEN circuit is
connected to a GREEN wire that runs
down to the reverse light switch on
the gearbox (just above the crossmember on the right side). From the
switch, a GREEN/BROWN travels up
to that big junction where it's connected to a GREEN/BROWN that runs
to the rear of the car.
Remember, approaching an electrical malfunction without a test light
and a wiring diagram is a certain
route to madness!

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB, MGB LE, & 1967 MGB/GT
Special’s Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net
Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer
P.O. Box 1145, Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco
701 Verona Ave
Ravenna, Nebraska 68869
(308) 452-3090
E-mail: griecoma@hotmail.com
Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Lloyd Faust
40 Santa Ana Loop
Placitas, NM 87043
mgsrus@kwic.com
MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com
MGC Registrar
John Rogers
18251 Starduster Dr.
Nevada City Ca. 95959
530-432-9595
mgcregistrar@gmail.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan

11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
1806 Hazard St., Houston, Tx 77019
philip.smith@ben.tmc.edu
Post Abingdon Registrar
Mark Jones
P.O. Box 1203, 510 Albert Blvd.
Corunna, Ontario, NON 1GO Canada
Phone: 519-862-3763
mowog73@gmail.com

• Our Valued Supporters •

1974½ MGB Registrar
Dennis Taylor
5941 Rounder Lane
Holly Springs, NC 27540
dltpilot@hotmail.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

• Our Valued Supporters •

• Our Valued Supporters •

Sell • Seek • Swap!

Where 2 ‘B

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads.
Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to mgslime@swbell.net
or 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing and may be edited for content.
•Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.)
Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable.
The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

CARS FOR SALE
1966 Sunbeam Tiger – Red/Black; two-owner car

(same family). Rust free from California, now North
Dakota. Recently refreshed with new paint, replace/
rechromed parts as needed; new soft top, plus hard
top. A very nice car! $30,000; Jon Masley (701)
330-6883 or https://home.comcast.net/~jdmasley/
MGSafetyFast/Welcome.html		
050613

1967 MGB – Tartan Red with overdrive; chrome

wire wheels (5), Robbins top; tonneau; Have owned
car 42 years. Maintenance & restoration records
available. $9,000; Robert Anson, anson26c@cox.net
for photos and more info. RI		
070813

1973 MGB/GT – 83k miles, for restoration; located

near Morris, IL; $900. Contact Ernie Lindsay, (815)
942-0438 or ErnieLindsay@aol.com IL
091013

1978 MGB – Red/Black, 68,000 miles; Excellent

mechanical condition; Weber carb, stainless exhaust,
all body panels replaced – show winner! $9000 obo.
Richard Benson at (717) 367-2813 PA
111213

1977 MGB – Damask Red/Black, show winner,

excellent condition – very clean! Car has overdrive,
twin SU carbs, leather Moto Lita steering wheel; always covered and garaged. Professionally restored by
Knorris Foreign Car Service. Asking $6500. Contact
Jim Pegg at (570) 323-2579 or jandhpegg@verizon.
net PA				
111213

1979 MGB – Downdraft Weber and new header, new

tires, needs a little body work and a new throwout
bearing. Lots of parts to go with it. $5500. Jerry
Boykin (251) 473-4179
111213

WANTED

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2013
• Oct 28-Nov 1.... GOF West, Carefree, AZ • www.gofwest.org
• Nov 1-3............. British Car Show, Chattanooga, TN • pnclong@gmail.com

2014

• Feb 9................. British Car Show, Boca Raton, FL • goldcoastbritcar@juno.com
Wanted 1967 or older MGB roadster (or Canadian

1968 MGB with metal dash). Looking for a preserved
or restored example or a blend of the two. Would
consider a stalled restoration. I would prefer a car that
has been kept or redone as original-spec or close to it.
Don Scott - tartanredmgb@gmail.com or call (707)
942-0546 CA 			
050613

PARTS FOR SALE

• Apr 21-25.......... British Car Gathering, Key West, FL • robincamblin@att.net
• May 2-3............ North Meets South, Pismo Beach, CA NAMGBR Regional
• www.paradisebritishcarclubhome.com

• June 15-19......... MG 2014, French Lick, IN • www.mg2014.com
• July 14-18.......... NAMGAR GT-39, Ottawa, ON • gt39@namgar.com
• July 28-30......... Vintage Motor Revival, Forty-Fort, PA • www.bccnepa.com

NOS Lucas Switches – Fan switch for 1972-1976
MGB Part # 39915,Hazard switch for 1973-1976
MGB Part # BAU1088, Brake Failure Light Switch
Part # 39212 for 1972-1976 MGB. $30.00 each plus
$5.00 shipping. John Morris jmo3449456@aol.com
or (954) 895-1163 FL 		
030413
1967 MGB project cars - Two 1967 MGB Raodsters. One original parts car and one 75% complete

car built from a new British Racing Green, Heritage
body shell. Professionally modified cowl. Suspension
and chassis is complete with new or rebuilt parts including coil over front suspension. Wiring and brake
lines are complete. New heater assembly, brake cylin1973 MGB/GT – 83,000 miles good candidate for
restoration. $900 – Ernie Lindsay, (815) 942-0438 or ders, calipers, fuel pump, gauges, etc. Most parts for
completion, many new, including disassembled high
ernielindsay@aol.com IL
111213
performance engine with Piper fast street cam & kit,
balanced crank. Engine currently at engine builder.
Nissan 280 5-speed. Photos on request.
1980 MGB – Totally original car owned by factory- $12,000 OBO. Located in OH. Paul Derov
trained British Leyland technician. 34,000 miles.
(440) 552-9754 or pderov@roadrunner.com
030413
Garage kept all its life. Car can be picked up and
driven anywhere. $5000 in upgrades and too many
extras to list – including complete a/c system. For
more information and history, contact Adrian Suraez, Chrome Windscreens, Dash Face, MGB Seat Sets
111213
(205) 345-9845 AL
– MGB Windshields featuring chrome frames and
new glass, $995; MG Midget windscreen with chrome
frame and new glass, $985; MGB Dash with new dash
face pad installed on refurbished dash frame for ’6871 and’72-76, $785; MGB seat sets, upholstered to
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
order. Choice of leather, vinyl, or fabric – plus selecBuy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
tion of color, pricing starts at $1125/set. Prices do not
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
include packaging and shipping; core charges may
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
apply. Contact Roger at (763) 420-8159 or rljlolson@
or that next project.
embarqmail.com MN		
070813

Selling or Buying an MG?

A race at the Speedfest Mitty 2013 in Braselton, Georgia, the racetrack was wet.
There were a few spin outs and luckily no crashes. Oh, the billboard isn’t real.

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P. O. Box 876
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515-0876

