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Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

T

he 50th anniversary year of the
start of MGB production is winding down and it looks to have been
celebrated in venues around the world,
from the Pittsburg Grand Prix (highlighted in this issue), numerous local
shows, and culminating in the massive
MGB50 show at Blenheim Palace in
England on September 23 with over
2000 MGs! Several NAMGBR members
were in attendance as well as our exWorks reporter – Adrian Goodenough
– so we should have a full report in an
upcoming issue of the MGB Driver.
Speaking of fifty years and a MGB,
we have the most amazing story by
Herren Floyd about buying his brand

On the Covers
Front: NAMGBR presence at the
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
where MG was the featured
marque.

W

Robert Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
new MGB in 1963 – and he still has
it and drives it to this day! Other big
news on the MG front is the release of
Don Hayter’s memoire. Ken Smith got
an advanced copy and has reviewed it
for us in this issue.
On a sad note, we have lost our
longtime webmaster Rick Brown to
that insidious disease cancer. Rick
owned numerous MGs over the years
and devoted a lot of time maintaining
web presence for not only NAMGBR,
but to NAMGAR and the AMGCR as
well. Thanks Rick – you will be missed!

Robert

The Inside Line

Back: Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix sloping showfield. Just a
tiny part of the collection of cars.
University of Pittsburgh Cathedral
of Learning is in the background.
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e are once again at the point
were a lot of us put our MGs
to bed for the winter. I’m
always hopeful for the not-so-cold day
when I can take out my Midget, GT,
or roadster. Here in the Mid-Atlantic
area, we usually have a November or
December day were the temperatures
get in the mid 50’s. I’ve been known
to take the car out with the top down
and a heavy jacket for a drive around
nearby Loch Raven or even get the GT
out for a trip to my local club’s annual
holiday party. Let’s all hope for a mild
winter.
I have a couple of announcements to make to the members. First,
NAMGBR has a new mailing address.
Our mailman and former Secretary,
Jerome Rosenberger wanted to retire
and start collecting his pension and
our past MGB Driver Editor, Kim Tonry,
has volunteer to take on these duties.
Please make a note of our new address:

Farewell to Al Moss and Rick Brown
By Moss Motors & Jay Gerding respectively.
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The second item is that we have
a new 74 1/2 MGB Registrar, please
welcome Dennis Taylor to the list of
volunteers that help this organization
running like a well-oiled MG (without
too many leaks). Dennis takes over
from Scott Perry. Scott served in this
position since 2009 and we thank him
for his service to the Register.
Next, I want to discuss an item
that the NAMGBR Executive has
been talking about and see how our
membership feels about it. As you
know, our bimonthly publication has
always been called the MGB Driver.
I have often heard it called just The
Driver and the MG Driver. I have also
heard from some Midget owners that
we should just call it The Driver or MG
Driver. You may have noticed on the
cover, that under the MGB Driver logo
MGB Driver • November / December 2012

Richard Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
it says “Journal of the North American
MGB Register”. The proposal is that we
add “MG Midget Register, 1100/1300
Register, and Post Abingdon Register”
since NAMGBR actually represents
MGB, MG Midget, MG 1100/1300, and
Post Abingdon MG owners in North
America. We have been beating this
idea around as a way of being more inclusive to everyone in the Register. We
would like to know how you feel about
this proposed name change. I must
point out that we are not talking about
a name change to the parent organization; we will remain the North American MGB Register – only the name of
our publication will change and giving
more recognition to all the sub-registers that make up our organization.
Please let us know your opinion.
Finally, I want to thank our out
going officers and welcome the incoming officers. Denny Elimon has served
as our Secretary since 2009 and has
seen us thru some progressive changes.
He hit the ground running after the
2008 AGM and took the bull by the
horns getting our corporate status up
to date with both the State of Illinois
and the Federal Government. We are
a recognized 501(c)7 Not-For-Profit
corporation thanks to his persistence.
He also, has been very involved in the
modernization of our website and has
agreed to take over for Rick Brown as
our webmaster. NAMBGR has been
very fortunate to have someone with
his “pit bull” nature in this position. I
am glad that he will still be playing an
important role for the Register.
The next person I want to thank
is Kim de Bourbon, our Vice Chair for
the past four years. Kim’s main duties
5

have been serving as the liaison with
the local chapters and participating
in the monthly Executive conference
calls were the day to day business of
operating an international club takes
place. She is also the keeper of the
club tent and other hard items and
with the help of her mate, Chaz has
gotten these items to our conventions
and regional events across the US and
Canada. I am hoping that she remains
in this position.
In closing, I want to welcome
Bruce Wyckoff, as our new Secretary.
Bruce needs no introduction, having
served as the first Vice Chair, then later
as the Chairman, Midget Registrar,

6

Service Recommendation Coordinator
(This guy just can’t say no), and being
one of only a few members to attend
every convention.
Jeff Taylor, is our new Vice Chairman. Jeff has been our Publicity Coordinator since 2010 and has been very
active in putting together MG 2013.
I hope that you have noticed, that
all of the names mentioned here are
members that stepped up to the plate
and volunteered, when the time comes
for someone else to step up to help the
Register consider placing your name
on the list.
Safety Fast!!!

Richard
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From the Secretary

A

s I prepare this article for publication, this will be my final
article as Secretary, as I will
complete my allowed terms. I would
like to thank my fellow executive
committee members, volunteers, and
coordinators that I served with over
the last four years for their cooperation
and patience. I attempted to move our
organization forward on several issues.
The North American MGB Register is
well managed, is financially sound,
and in good hands for the future.
Members are fortunate to have operational volunteers that are dedicated
to serving, next time you meet one be
sure to let them know you recognize
their contributions.
When reflecting back on the last
four years, I take great pride in being
part of the team that accomplished
the following – grew membership,
affiliated new clubs, accomplished
full compliance for general not for
profit filing requirements, established
a replacement printing agreement for
the MGB Driver, accomplished packaging for delivery of the Driver, prepared
for distribution of the anniversary
edition, and maintained the secretary
functions. While not yet finalized,
the new web site www.namgbr.org is
a site that will serve the membership
for years to come and I will now give
the website my full attention. With the
passing of our webmaster Rick Brown,
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Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
I would like to note that he frequently
joined us during the design and was
dedicated to its redevelopment. He
will be greatly missed by many organizations.
When I took on these opportunities, I was informed that the responsibilities of Secretary would be center to
the overall operation of the organization. While this was true, it has been
an interesting and fun experience.
As the new officers join the organization, I am confident they will serve
the organization well. To those that
recommended that I should not consider taking on the NAMGBR secretary
office, you were wrong – it was a very
rewarding experience. Those that were
offended or objected to the positions
I took on some issues hopefully will
appreciate the outcome. I attempted to
overcome critics, maintain a firm neck
during my service, avoid floggings,
and remain a focused bulldog on the
growth & management of our organization.
Thanks for the opportunity to
serve – now back onto the road of life…

Denny
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MGB Registrar

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar

David Cossette’s inheritance with original receipt.

Half-Millionth MGB Produced.

Let’s hear it for the ladies!

A

s I write this (in September!), I
have just finished reading Zelda
Davis’ account of her trip to
Dillard for MG 2012. What an adventure, but then again what else can we
expect from a real MG woman? In fact,
I’d like to pay tribute here and now
to all the women who have driven or
accompanied us on so many journeys
across the USA, Europe, even across
the world! My own “nagavator” for the
past sixty years has put up with my
octagonal obsession through rain and
shine, thick and thin (in over twenty
countries), and I can think of a dozen
others like her. So let’s hear it for the
“MG Women” and the ladies who give
us their wholehearted support in our
enjoyment of the MGB. She is the one
who keeps you going with coffee on
those long road trips; she’s the one
who sews those precious badges on
your rally jacket; she’s the one who

Tony Booth 80 LE.
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From the Abingdon MG Museum:
The Last MGB Roadster.

holds the flashlight while you look for
a roadside breakdown problem in the
black of night; she’s the one who takes
the wheel or tells you to call it a day
when you become over-tired and want
to press on another hundred miles or
so; and she’s the one who will help you
prepare your car for the show. These
and a thousand other little things endear us to our partners and we thank
each and every one, for each and every
minute they’ve put up with us! They
deserve to be taken to the shops when
at Conventions and also treated to the
best we can afford in terms of accommodation when on the road!
By the time you read this the
gigantic 50th Anniversary MGB
“bash” at Blenheim Palace in England
is now over. We hope everything went
well, and a full report will be in an
upcoming issue of the MGB Driver. One
person looking forward to this event
was Don Hayter, whose book, “The
MGB Story”, a copy of which I received
a few days ago, was finally on sale. A
full review will appear elsewhere in
MGB Driver • November / December 2012

purchase price of the GT came out at
$3275 from a base price of $3219.50
when all the extras (tax, title, etc) were
added on and we see a photo of the car
as delivered.
Quite a bit of Limited Edition
news this time. Firstly, I heard from
Len & Darlene Horvat up there in
Chilliwack, British Columbia, who
have acquired Canadian MGB LE
#2, one of the 250 numbered cars
produced in 1979 for the Canadian
market. Then Tony Booth of Vancouver Island, contacted me to say he had
been looking for a Canadian Limited
Edition MGB, but none he looked at
were suitable. So he came South and
purchased a nice LE in the States. He
also wanted to purchase a copy of my
Limited Edition tribute – the “Last
of the Abingdon Classics” but I was
unable to help as all copies we had
printed sold out quite some time ago.
I can, however, still offer the book in
PDF form, on disc, to NAMGBR members at a cost of $20 including postage.
Contact me if interested.
Recently we were invited to a club
event at Moss Motors in Goleta where
we were able to see once again the
Half Millionth MGB manufactured, a
Limited Edition, still going like the Energizer bunny! In beautiful condition
following a clean up by Mark Luis and
his Moss crew, the car still with only
85 miles on the clock, attracted the attention of the visitors to the event who
marveled at its condition 32 years after
it left the Abingdon factory.

this issue, but we now get the story
from the man who designed the MGB.
A story well told I must say, but we’ve
had to wait 50 years for the definitive
printed version!
David Cossette has inherited a
1967 MGB/GT from his father who
at the age of 90 has decided that
he can no longer work on the car
which he had purchased new in
1968. He also enclosed the original bill of sale from Snuffy Smith
Motors in Dallas and we confirmed
to David that it was indeed a 1967
Special Edition GHD3U137583G.
David’s dad purchased the car
on January 3, 1968, and the sales
invoice makes interesting and
nostalgic reading. Trading in a
1960 MGA roadster for $617 – the Adrian in his MGB again.
MGB Driver • November / December 2012
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Finally, our man in Abingdon,
Adrian, sent me a nice set of photos
taken on a recent visit to the MG
display mounted for the 50th Anniversary, some from the roof of the Town
Hall where the MG display was staged,
giving an over view of the town.
Early as it is, I take this opportunity to wish you all the compliments of
the season in the hope that 2013 will
bring us brighter times!

Book Review • MG/A-H Midget Sprite:
An Expert Guide to Common Problems
Don Gatheman
MG Club of St Louis

M

Additional registrations:

Roy Gavilan - 65 & 74 MGB		
VA
Paul Gaither - 73 MGB		
CA
Donald Watson - 79 MGB		
MS
David Bennett - 72 MGB/GT		
GA
Paul Trout - 71 & 72 MGB,
67 MGB/GT Special		
PA
Douglas Tourtelot - 76 MGB		
WA
Jim Foote - 79 MGB			
CT
Len & Darlene Horvat - 79 MGB LE
		
(Canadian #2) BC
James Curzan - 80 MGB		
TX
John Foley - 79 MGB LE		
WI
David MacDiarmid - 74 MGB		
ON
Mark House - 70 MGB/GT		
CO
Rico Bravo - 77 MGB		
IL
Ric Boles – 74.5 MGB & 76 MGB
KY
Dennis Gunderson - 74 MGB K
S
John Tancredi - 74 MGB		
PA
Michael Kearns - 77 MGB		
PA
Tom Bishop - 65 MGB		
OH
10
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any Spridget owners know
the name Terry Horler from
his excellent work on “Original Sprite and Midget”; an oft quoted
and much referenced book from the
“Original” series. It would be expected
that Mr. Horler’s latest publication –
“MG/A-H - Midget Sprite: An expert
guide to common problems and
how to fix
them”,
would be
of the same
great quality.
Fortunately
for Spridget
aficionados,
it is.
Where
“Original”
covered what
to look for
in the cars
as they were
produced, the
new publication covers
common problems associated with
the car as it went through its changes
over the years, and how to address
them when owning one today. Going
even further, it discusses what should
be expected as normal compared to
modern cars. For example, “an oil
consumption of 800 miles per pint is
not excessive for these units” can put
many current owners at ease, by realizing that they shouldn’t expect to go
4000 miles without adding oil. It discusses all parts of the car – drive train,
suspension, interior, etc, along with
sections on bodywork, problems with
infrequent use, modified examples,
and “know your Midget or Sprite”,
which contains specific information
for the 14 distinct versions of the car.
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For example, 48,987 Frogeyes were
built from May ’58 to May ’61, and had
the lowest Spridget horsepower of 42.5
from the 948 engine.
My only complaint is that this
book wasn’t around when I bought
my Midget ten years ago. This should
be considered a must-read for any
new owner. While I now know much
(certainly not all) of what’s in the
book,
my knowledge
came from years
of talking to
people, searching the Internet,
and trial and
error. I found
the book a
refresher for
things I know,
confirmation
(or correction) for
things I
thought to
be true, and
enough new information that it’s certainly worth owning. I would think very few Spridget
owners could read this and not gain
valuable information. Just one of these
enlightening items appeared to me
on page 52; “For the North American
market, the… steering column shaft
was changed to a collapsible, energyabsorbing item in January 1968” (the
important part comes next) “…must
not be subjected to shock end loadings, such as occur when removing the
steering wheel with the aid of a hammer”; this happens to be my method
of choice when removing stubborn
wheels. I’m happy now that I haven’t
had to remove it in the past!
Don’t confuse this book with a
normal repair manual – this one you
can pick up and read like a book, and
Mr. Horler keeps it interesting. One
11

of my favorite lines in the book talks
about the importance of securing the
battery; “Should the car overturn, the
terminals of an unsecured battery
could short circuit against the bonnet,
and should fuel vapour then escape
from the carburettors – well, you can

guess the rest…” A little UK
spelling in there doesn’t hurt
either!
This is an excellent
book for anyone owning
a Spridget, or thinking of
buying one. It provides
a wealth of information
in a very readable format
including great color
photos, from a highly
regarded author. It even
includes some “extras”,
like “20 useful statistics”,
which is a handy quick
reference for things
like tyre pressure, oil capacities, and
valve clearances. It would make a great
stocking stuffer for the upcoming
holidays!
MG/A-H Midget Sprite:
An Expert Guide to Common Problems
By Terry Horler
ISBN: 978-1-845844-02-8
Veloce Publishing • www.veloce.co.uk

Book Review II • Don Hayter’s MGB Story

By Ken Smith

I

learned to fly in a classic Tiger Moth
in Yorkshire, before graduating to a
twin-engined classic, the Douglas
DC3 Dakota, which I then flew in all
around the Suez Canal Zone. What
has this to do with a book on the MGB,
you ask? Well, both kites were utterly
reliable – simple, strong, full of character, and unique in the fact that there
could never be another. They would
survive the harshest of treatment and
would never let you down.
I am reminded of these factors
while reviewing Don Hayter’s book because just like those planes, there will
never be another MGB. “Superlative”
was the word when it was launched
and it soon became Britain’s Favorite
Sports car eventually selling over half
a million examples and adding greatly
to Britain’s export drive and balance of
payments.
Don Hayter tells the story of the
planning and development of the
MGB in very simple terms, almost as
though he kept notes of significant
events and happenings during the
12
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gestation period when transitioning from the MGA and describes the
challenges and restraints on the MGB
design teams. He also recounts many
personal anecdotes relevant to the
design of the MGB.
A good portion of the book covers
the US Safety regulations required to
meet NTSHA standards while there
are comprehensive accounts of the
MGB’s rallying success in Europe and
elsewhere. Many photographs compliment the fascinating narrative some of
which have never been seen before.
As a personal friend of the author,
I might be accused of being over generous in my praise for this long-awaited
addition to the MG library, but it really
is worth every penny whether it’s
in dollars ($24.95) or whatever they
use in Europe today! You can also
purchase the book from Moss Motors
(#213-795). Plus, I spotted just one caption error – The Sabrina bumpers were
introduced in 1974 not 1979! (Sorry
Don!)
By Don Hayter
ISBN: 978-1-845844-60-8
Veloce Publishing • www.veloce.co.uk
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MG 2013 Update

Oregan State University
By Jan Whittlesey

C

ome to Oregon for MG 2013!
Our amorphous ideas are turning into concrete ones and BOY
are we excited! In the last article, I
mentioned that a tech session will feature the installation of an AC unit in a
BGT. Thanks to Moss Motors and our
friends at British Auto Works (outside
of Portland), that tech session is a go!
First up will be a classroom session
with the particulars and then on to the
car! Questions will be gladly requested
and answered. Now, that pesky problem of taking the BGT out during the
summer will be solved.
A tech session with the famous
MG cutaway engine and transmission
is on the schedule. Keith Ansell, owner
of Foreign Parts Positively, will conduct the session with plenty of time for
explanations and questions. Come see
what your engine looks like from the
inside out.
Besides the car related events,
don’t forget about the Arbor Walk,
conducted by Willamette MG club’s
own Master Gardener Kay Beatty.
Founded in 1868, Oregon State Uni-

14

MGB Driver • November / December 2012

MGB Driver • November / December 2012

versity is a magnificent campus with
lovely (old and big) trees and plantings. Join Kay for a walk around the
University and see it from a different
perspective.
Just steps away from OSU (and at
the same time as our festivities) will
be DaVinci Days, ‘Oregon’s Premiere
Arts and Science Festival.’ An adventure you will not want to miss. (www.
davincidays.org).
Plans are currently underway to
have “MGs on the Oregon Trail,” a five
or six day escorted tour from Independence, Missouri, to Corvallis following
the Oregon Trail. The ruts from Conestoga wagons are still visible outside
of Baker City, Oregon. Truly a wonder!
More specifics will be on the website
mid-October.
The website – www.MG-2013.com
– has all of the current information.
Join the forum and ask specific questions that will be readily answered
by one (or more) of our members. We
have posted links to OSU, Corvallis,
and our club. Experience some Western history and make some of your
own!
15

MGBs & Summer Jobs
By Dave Booker
MG Car Club-Long Island Centre

F

or those of you who do not know
my son Kyle, he’s not your typical 16-year-old. He grew up in a
household where there was at least one
project car, sportscar, hotrod, motorcycle, etc, in the
garage at any
given time.
He pulled his
first engine
at 11, and
began driving
my father’s
pickup about
the same time.
Some say he
has gear oil in
his veins.
So what
does a young
man such as
this do with
his summer?
Sit in his room
and play video
games? Go
to the beach
and check
out the cute
girls? Well, the
answer would
be yes to both
of those,
but that’s not the point – he has also
begun what has to be the ultimate
summer for a 16 year old gear head:
he’s restoring his first car and has a
job that pays him to work on cool cars
while teaching him skills he will use
his entire life.
Kyle received his car as partial
payment for helping a neighbor who
was preparing to sell his house. The
neighbor was so impressed with Kyle’s
knowledge of, and interest in, his cars,
that he gave what was to be one of his
own future projects to Kyle. The car is a
16
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1975 MGB. It needs a complete restoration, but is a relatively solid car and
well within his skill set to complete.
His job is at a body shop in
Bellmore owned by a friend of mine.
While this shop does perform crash
repair work, it is more common to see
really interesting vehicles grace the lot.
His first day at
work consisted
of sanding
the hood of a
’63 Corvette
convertible.
Subsequent
days found
him prepping
an all-steel ’34
Ford roadster
for paint.
Some other
cars recently
in the shop?
A chopped,
channeled,
and radically
altered ’40
Ford coupe, a
fifties Chevy
4WD pickup, a
Model T street
rod, a 70 or so
El Camino,
etc. Yes, this
shop does interesting work
and does it well.
My friend plans to teach Kyle how
to weld, do body work, paint, etc. Best
of all, he told Kyle that once he learned
the skills, he can bring his B to the
shop and paint it in the booth. While
working on his car together earlier this
week, I mentioned that I was a bit jealous of what he was getting to do this
summer. He patted me on the shoulder
and said, “Don’t worry Dad, I’ll teach
you everything I learn.”
He’s a cool kid, even if I do say so
myself!
17

A Christmas Poem
• The Night Before Christmas •
The MG Version
By Larry Brough

‘Twas the night before Christmas
And out in the shed,
Sat my winterized MG
Where I’d put it to bed.
The gearbox was idle
The engine was cold
To venture out this dark night
We were not so bold.
The warm, sunny summer,
Seemed so short this year
A return to July
Was what we wanted to hear.
The back roads were still calling
But now covered with snow.
The MG, though willing
Was not anxious to go.
I plopped into my chair
And pulled out a book,
At least there were MG pictures
At which I could look.
But, before I could settle
I heard a strange noise.
Could that have been returning
One of my boys?
No, it was Santa
Who came into the room
And as he entered
It lifted my gloom.

18
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He asked if I’d had been naughty
Or if I’d been nice?
I said, “Santa, it’s really
A roll of the dice!”
He looked in his gift bag
And pulled something out.
Was it a gift for me?
I was beginning to doubt.
He said since I loved MGs
That were always in need
I surely was worthy
Of a great gift indeed!
He handed me a box
That had a strange shape.
When it was opened,
It was full of duct tape!
He said as he turned
To depart as he came,
“To keep your car on the road
Of this gift was the aim.”
Although disappointed
I knew he was right
The duct tape would keep me
From a serious plight.
I turned back to my book
And was soon sleeping away
I dreamed of the MG
And we were ready to play.
In my dream I saw Santa
But his progress did lag
He yelled, “Merry Christmas”
Then rode off in his Jag!
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My 1970 MGB “Maggie”

Maggie at the Mackinaw Bridge.
Photos and story by
Diane Vinar, Minnesota MG Group

W

hen I was six years old, I spent
hours decorating my dolls’
houses; hanging photos and
artwork in my play area; and trying
to influence my parents decorating
taste and judgments. In short, I was
already very conscience of good design
and understated symmetry of shape,
although my parents did not share my
childish beliefs! About the same time
some good friends visited, driving an
almost magical car. It was beautiful;
with a white finish and a striking red
interior with white piping. The lines of
the flanks were smooth and purposeful, with just the slightest hint of a tail
fin covered with a full taillight treatment. The recessed headlamps were
wide-eyed and honest, and the hood
was long compared to the short trunk.
The wheels were more like my bicycle’s
than my Dad’s Ford. The interior was
roomy with only two seats, which
meant that my older brother would
20

not be tormenting me in the backseat as the car swept me to exciting
destinations. And best of all, there was
no top as far as I could tell, so the sun
would always be shinning on me as I
rode along, the wind blowing my hair
and the smells of the country-side I
loved so much completely enveloping
me. It was the most beautiful thing I’d
ever seen and I insisted to my Dad that
we needed to get one. My Dad, a very
practical engine builder/machinist
who serviced the agriculture operations and businesses surrounding our
town of Olivia, Minnesota, simply
laughed and said “I don’t think so,
Screwball. When we get a car for you it
will be big, solid, safe, and American.”
The years passed, and I spent a
significant amount of time working
with my Dad in his shop, helping
customers, running for engine parts
in that big American Ford with a back
seat so large you could lay down in it,
or in the panel truck that I once rolled
over trying to drive the way I saw in
the movies. I worked on the family
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Coaches. It seemed that she and Dick
car under my Dad’s tutelage, doing
had a surplus of MGBs at their house
brakes, changing tires and oil. But I
and although Dick was in the hospital
never forgot that little sports car, even
almost battling for his life, a price was
long after I was married and had two
negotiated, and suddenly I had the car
children of my own.
of my dreams. I named her ‘Maggie’.
One day, I discovered a friend of
She was British Racing Green over a
mine had an MG, but a much older
Black interior; a 1970 model with the
one than the roadster I remembered
rare split rear bumpers, and the reso fondly. I mentioned that I had
cessed grille only used for a few years.
dreamed about being able to afford
The seats were custom tailored, and
one someday, but such a car must
supportive. She lacked a glove box, so
surely be financially out of reach for
I stitched up a set of saddle bags from
a woman who simply ran a dental
a pair of potholders, and used them to
office. He laughed (although he didn’t
hold things like cell phones, pens and
call me ‘Screwball’- only my Dad ever
garage door openers. I hung a good
called me that) and said, “Are you kidluck frog from the rear view mirror
ding? They made about a half million
and created cute denim tool rolls for
of them and they aren’t hard to find,
the assortment of wrenches, screwfix, and enjoy.” “How much?” I asked,
drivers, and sockets that I felt I should
thinking about the $50,000 we had
have with me while traveling. For the
just spent on the Chevy Tahoe. “Oh, I
first summer I drove her everywhere,
should think $5,000 to $7,000 would
do it.” You could have picked me up off but by late fall Maggie seemed off-tune
and was becoming difficult to start.
the floor I was so shocked. That was a
My friend looked her over and suggestdoable amount. My friend wasn’t an
ed a tune-up and a thorough carbureMGB expert, but he was a pretty good
tor rebuild because we couldn’t tell
judge of cars, and he was the only perwhen they had last been looked at. It
son I knew who had any kind of MG.
was exciting to work on her engine, reArmed with John Twist’s check
ally the first tune-up I had done since
list from the Lindsey Porter book, the
I last did one with my Dad. We gapped
first car we looked at was Iris Blue, but
the spark plugs, changed out the plug
we didn’t get past the rusted sills and
wires and confirmed that the carburegrungy chassis rails. We did find out
however that the suspension was EXACTLY like the suspension on his ’52 and
both of us felt better
about the search.
The next car was a
formerly Butterscotch
car with a Metallic
Burgundy paint job,
but since the shop
didn’t bother to paint
the boot, engine
compartment or even
the battery shelf; and
the car did not ride
very well, we turned
it down too. The last
car we looked at was
recommended by Val
Walrich at Quality
Dianes MG back in June 2005.
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This is after sanding the body.

tor jets were too worn to set. We also
experienced the magic of setting the
valves and the incredible effect that
correcting the breathing of the B-series
engine has on the power and response
of the car.
There were interior problems, I

wanted new carpeting, but
my friend said we might want
to spend money in a few other
areas first. He tackled some
problems I was overlooking,
and not being real confident
in his abilities, I pretty much
panicked when I saw how
far we tore apart the cockpit
to fix the little things. The
Speedometer was sent out
for recalibration, the voltage
stabilizer was replaced, and
two more gauges sprang to
life. A new steering wheel was
procured which fit my driving position better and the
center console was removed
to make the interior seem
more spacious. We fixed the
faulty dip switch for the lights
and flash to pass, rebuilt the
plastic steering wheel cowl,
and reconnected the ductwork for the
defrosters. My fears that we wouldn’t
be able to reassemble things proved
groundless and one February evening
the new carburetors were put in place
and everything was buttoned up. I
knew then I had a car that would take

The heater blower switch being replaced sub-counsel and radio work to complete.

me to Gatlinburg in 2006.
Fast forward to May of 2010 and
a set of wire wheels came available,
along with the critical narrower real
axle needed to convert the car from
Rostyles to wire wheels. By this time
my friend Dave had become my partner and he started dismantling the
rear axle to replace the thrust washers and enlisted our friend Mike to
weld on new rebound strap pins. They
painted the wire wheels after Dave
replaced the broken spokes. Dave and

Mike had driven Maggie over for a new
windscreen in late 2010 and on the
way home the brakes failed due to the
pressure failure switch leaking (ironic,
huh?) so Dave put the car on stands
and started an entire suspension/
brake rebuild to go with the wire wheel
project.
Five years of driving my Maggie
on a daily basis in the summer had
revealed a few weak spots in the lower
sills, and I was worried about the rust.
The paint on the boot lid had gone

Zipping the muffler clamp bolts snug.
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The seats are installed and look great.

floor. Paint was completed by July of
2011, and a beautiful new red interior
with cruise control and heated seats
were my Christmas presents.
Trim, electrical and engine build
was delayed until April of 2012, with
the engine being the subject of tech
session at Quality Coaches when
Dave couldn’t find another B-series
engine for John Twist to build. Having
John Twist build your engine is like
having Alan Jackson compose your
birthday anthem or Dr. Mike reshape
your damaged front wing… which he

Diane installing spark plugs.

to heck, while the paint on the rest
of the car was scratched and needed
help. Mike offered to help paint her,
and suddenly we discovered that I
had always wanted a White Car with
a Red interior… and so Mike and Dave
set about making that happen after I
picked out just the shade of Old English White that Maggie would become.
This time I wasn’t worried one bit as
together we reduced Maggie to five
boxes of parts; two construction bags
of interior; with doors and panels
leaning up against the walls; and the
engine and gearbox laying on the

did for Maggie! By June
of 2012, the beautiful red
carpet was in, the now
heated seats rebuilt, and
the convertible top and
tonneau were installed. It
was time for the first drive
and the first trip… to my
high school class reunion.
We drove by the site of my
Dad’s old machine shop
and thought about him
watching us go by and
saying, “Alright, Screwball,
maybe that little car is
ok… but take it easy on the
speed.”
Maggie is now Old
English White with a Dark
Red interior, a color combination not
available in 1970. The white piping
was suggested, but we ultimately
rejected it because we thought it might
look too busy with the headrests.
The door panels are in the late ’70s
style with pressed seams around the
window regulator handle, but we kept
the old door pulls. The boot is carpeted in black, and there is now a nice
lamp back there, as well as pneumatic
struts for the boot and bonnet lids. I
can finally put the top up and down
by myself because Maggie no longer

Diane’s legs as her head sinks below the dash.

Captured moment of Diane’s first time out with her newly restored MG!
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Diane First Timers Award.

suffers from a shrunken vinyl hood.
There are relays on the horns and
headlamps so the switches should last
forever, and the entire wiring harness
has been rebuilt, along with her heater
box. The carburetors look like jewels,
and we spent a lot of time plating
fasteners with zinc and coating them
with various chromate tints. Maggie
runs better than she ever has and is a
joy to drive fast.

26
Maggie,
reborn and posing for the camera.

We took Maggie to the
2012 GOF in St. Charles,
Illinois, and displayed her
in the First Timer’s show
next to our friends Dan
and Sharon Craig and their
beautiful ’53 TD Mk II. A
few days later, by car show
time, I was feeling very
under the weather and
Dave took me to a ‘Minute
Clinic’ where ear and sinus
infections were diagnosed. I
missed nearly the whole car
show, and slept for most of
the portion for which I was
present. Dave did his best
to campaign the car in my absence…
and I’m grateful for the support and
concern our Minnesota friends sent
my way regarding the sudden turn of
events. At the banquet that were the
show awards, and tears came to my
eyes when it was announced that car
number two had won first place in the
MGB class. I could almost hear my Dad
say “See Screwball? I knew you could
do it.”
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Basic B: Choke and Clutch
By Keith Ansell
Columbia Gorge MGA Club

The Choke

How do you use a choke properly?

Here are a few things that will
make the choke easy to use, let your
car start quickly, and extend the life of
your engine:
1) When you pull the choke out,
it opens the throttle a small bit at the
same time (if it has been properly set).
Want to make it easier pulling out the
choke? Push the throttle (Accelerator Pedal) about half way open (down
toward the floor) BEFORE pulling out
the knob. You will find that it usually
pulls easier and will lock easier. Take
your foot of the accelerator pedal and
then hit the starter.
2) There is no accelerator pump on
a S.U. or Stromberg carburetor. Pumping the accelerator will not assist in
starting such as happens on American
or Weber carburetors. Got Weber(s) on
your car? When starting on a cold day,
pull on the choke, pump the accelerator three times quickly to the floor, set
the throttle about 1/4 to the floor and
hit the starter. Varrrooom!
3) If the choke knob tends to
rotate out of the lock position you will
need to loosen the cable clamp at the
carburetors and twist it so that it tends
to turn the knob to the lock position.
Many times people install choke cables
without this step. This step IS necessary to give a good lock. The locking
mechanism on choke cables will wear
out and sometimes the cables do need
to be replaced.
4) You only need to use the choke
when the engine is very cold and then
pull it out ALL THE WAY. A partial
choke doesn’t work well. Have someone check that the choke is working
properly. If the car’s temperature is
over 140 degrees, you don’t need the
choke.
5) After the car starts you need to
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consider pushing the choke partway
in. What you are looking for is that the
engine starts to run smoothly as you
SLOWLY push the choke in. As soon as
you can feel and hear it running relatively smoothly you will need to pull
the choke back out just a little. Now
start to drive.
6) ALWAYS drive the car immediately after you start it. An idling car
is destroying the engine, cold or hot!
A lot of lubrication is done by engine
speed throwing oil around in the
engine, an idling engine does not oil
the pistons, rings, camshaft and many
other parts. Don’t idle the engine. If
you MUST keep the engine running
for long times, accelerate the engine
to 1700 rpm or higher for short times
about every 30 seconds. These “blips
of the throttle” throw oil up where it is
needed.
7) When you see the temperature
gauge starting to move (140 degrees)
it’s time to release the choke completely and just drive!
If the car bucks, misses or just
doesn’t immediately drive well when it
is cold, something is wrong: either you
are not using the choke correctly or
the carbs need adjusting.

Starting a Car and Using the Clutch.
I call this the Ralph Nader curse!
Nader got a Federal Law that required
starter lockouts so you couldn’t try to
start with it in gear. Mama or Papa just
might be in front when you hit the
starter! The easiest way to do this was
to just put a switch on the clutch pedal
so that you had to push it all the way
to the floor for the starter to work. Legislation that HURTS our cars and even
when the switch isn’t there, people are
so used to pushing the clutch down
they still do it on their great little British Cars.
Many British cars use a carbon
throw out bearing that can last as long
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as any roller bearing if you keep your
foot OFF the clutch pedal absolutely as
much as possible. Your foot should be
on the clutch only when you are shifting, otherwise, leave it alone. Check
that the car is in neutral BEFORE using
the starter. A foot always on the clutch
can destroy a clutch throw out bearing
in as little as 500 miles. Keep your foot
off the pedal and it can last well over
160,000 miles! Worst thing you can do
is sit at a stop sign or signal, engine running and your foot on the clutch.
For cars with carbon and roller
bearings, when your foot is on the
clutch the crankshaft is pushed forward
putting high pressure on the crankshaft
thrust bearings. When the oil pressure is up, with the engine running,
this isn’t too bad if the engine is well
designed, but a few Triumphs have very
small thrust bearings and extensive
clutch use will destroy an engine. This
trouble engine is used in the Spitfire
and 1500 MG Midgets.
After all that there’s even another
reason to keep your foot off the clutch
pedal! When you have your clutch
pushed down it puts quite a bit more
strain on your starter! It will shorten
the life of the starter and possibly your
battery(s).
So keep your foot off that left hand
pedal as much as possible!
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Basic B: Clutches

IL LUS T R AT ION: BGA S T UDIOS.COM
TECHNIC AL DR AWING: MOSS MOTORS, INC

By Jim Lunson
MG Car Club-Washington DC Centre

I

’ve seen several problems over
the last couple of years regarding
difficulty shifting transmission
gears in our MGs. With the manual
transmissions in our cars (except for
the very few with automatics) being
able to shift gears is vital to driving
the car. The main ingredient to being
able to successfully shift gears is to
have a proper operating clutch. Let’s
look at this element and how to keep it
working.
The clutch consists of two large
semi-metallic round plates that are
held against each other by a set of
strong springs on one of the faces.
One plate is attached to the engine
(the drive plate) and the other to the
transmission (the driven plate – with
the springs). Solely utilizing the friction between these two flat plates, all
power from the engine is transferred
to the transmission and subsequently
on to the wheels on the road.
Then the car needs a system that
separates these plates when the pedal
in the cockpit is pressed. This separation relieves pressure on the transmission and allows the driver to shift the
gears as needed. MG transmissions are
very durable and don’t usually have
shifting issues, so if there is trouble,
most of the time it’s the separation sys-
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tem that is the problem. The system to
transfer the force from the pedal to the
clutch plates uses either a cable or pair
of hydraulic cylinders: a master and
slave cylinder. The hydraulic system is
what our MGs have as this provides a
smoother softer more controlled method to disengage these plates. Lower
end cars usually use a cable system.
The problem that occurs with the
MG system is that those springs that
hold the clutch plates together are
strong (even stronger in heavy duty
clutches used for racing). This means
the hydraulic pressure required to
separate the plates is pretty high. Just
think when you press the pedal there
is probably six inches of movement as
it goes down to the floor. This movement translates to about 1/2” movement of the clutch plates, just enough
to get them apart. There is a pressure
surge on the system every time the
clutch is pressed (three times every
time you pull away from a stop to get
to fourth gear.) This pressure puts a big
strain on the rubber seals and hoses
in the system and this is where the
problems usually occur.
To keep your clutch operating
smoothly, the first thing to check is
the fluid level in the clutch master cylinder. The level can be checked by observing the level inside the reservoir. It
should be about 1/2” below completely
full and stay that way. Some after29

market master cylinders even have a
clear plastic reservoir casing so you can
see the fluid level without even taking
off the cap. This fluid is in a sealed
system so it should not drop over time.
Proper fluid level is critical to a proper
functioning clutch. A cylinder that
constantly needs to be refilled is a first
sign of trouble as it means there is a
leak somewhere, and a leak means the
pressure cannot go as high as needed
and air may be entering the system.
A second check of the clutch
system consists of a pressure test.
Here, while the car is on level ground
and stopped, put it into gear with
the clutch fully depressed. Hold the
clutch depressed for a good minute or
so and the car should not move. If the
car starts to creep forward, the clutch
hydraulic pressure starts out good but
then is dropping off and the clutch
starts to engage itself, even though the
pedal is still depressed. This movement
should occur within about 20 seconds
indicating problems. If a quick pump
of the pedal stops the car’s movement,
this confirms a problem. The loss of
pressure is usually from a leak.
If you continuously have to replenish the fluid in the master cylinder, there is a leak in the system. If the
clutch starts to disengage by itself after
several seconds, there is either a leak
in the system or air in the lines. These
two tests will generally quickly show
if there is trouble in the hydraulic
system. And if there is trouble, immediate attention is required as a minor
problem can become a major one very
quickly, leaving you stranded as you
suddenly can’t shift the transmission.
With the high pressure, this can happen with one pump of the clutch pedal
if the system is ready to fail.
Other problems with the clutch
occur gradually over time. These
include wear on the pin and support
lever arm where an eroded pin or elongated hole cause looseness. This makes
disengaging the clutch gradually occur
with the pedal moving closer and
closer to the floor until finally a push
all the way down does not cause the
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separation needed to make the clutch
work. There is no adjustment in the
system so good parts are critical to
proper function.
This same condition can also occur if the throw-out bearing gets warn
too low. This bearing is a ring that
surrounds the drive shaft at the clutch
plate and moves forward to push the
driven plate away when the pedal is
pressed. It gets warn slightly every
time the clutch is pressed as the plate
is spinning when the bearing pushes
on it. Eventually a pedal push all the
way down does not move the springs
sufficiently to separate the plates. Both
these problems can be checked by
taking a visual notice of how close to
the floor the pedal must be depressed
before the clutch disengages.
One of the dangers I have noticed
when driving other cars, is that the
clutch disengages in relation to the
pedal travel can vary wildly. Some cars
barely require a tap on the pedal to
shift while others need to go almost
through the floor before anything
happens. This variance is a result of
wear on the metal parts. As the driver
of usually one MG, this wear occurs
very slowly over time and you will
not even notice the change until
something occurs with the hydraulic
system and then failure strikes. So take
notice of how far down you need to
push the pedal before disengagement
occurs. If it is close to the floor, inspection and renewal of the metal parts is
probably in order, even if the hydraulic
tests are fine.
So a few simple tests of the system
can avoid a sudden serious problem
that can leave you and your MG
stranded. I have been told it is possible
to drive and shift gears without using
the clutch, but I have never been very
good at this trick and the gnashing
sound when I have tried is horrible
enough that I prefer not to have to
drive this way. So check the fluid level,
the pressure test, and notice where the
pedal is when the clutch disengages
and you can see what condition things
are in this vital system of the car.
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Original Owner

British Car Show at Hartwood Acres in 2007. In 1980, this was the first show Mike attended.
By Michael Galvin
Greater Pittsburgh MG Club

I

have been a NAMGBR member for
some time now and, prior to that in
the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s, I belonged
to another MGB Club. Currently in
Pittsburgh I belong to the Greater
Pittsburgh MG Club.
To the point, I would like to register with the Original Owners Group
since I have owned a 1979 Inca Yellow
MGB Roadster from new. I purchased it
from McMillan & Baer Automotive in
Heidelberg, Pennsylvania, in February
1980. This was a local dealer of MGs
and Triumphs. At the time I stopped
in, the “only available” MGBs they had
were an Orange or Brown Roadster.
Speaking to the salesman, he offered
me a look out back (February in Pittsburgh means 1-2 feet of snow on the
ground) to my excitement I found a
1979 Inca Yellow MGB Roadster. Needless to say I purchased it for $6920 plus
tax and plates as my window label will
show.
I’ve also attached a photo from the
British Car Show at Hartwood Acres in
2007, which is a local show I first attended in 1980 when the car was new.
I have been very busy the past year
involved with the planning committee for the Pittsburgh Vintage Gran
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Prix at which they honored MG as
the Marque of the Year celebrating its
30th Anniversary. I focused as much
attention as I could on the 50th Anniversary of the MGB during this event,
listing it on the National Time-line
along with having it listed in the MGB
Driver.
I’m an Original MG - both my
vehicle and my initials!

31

Bimini Top

Images and story by Tony Shoviak, #2-860

W

hile at MG 2012 in Dillard,
Georgia, I had my Bimini
top installed on my ’66
MGB roadster. During the car show, I
received many inquiries as to where
to obtain one and how well it held up.
Robert Rushing, the editor of the MGB
Driver, came by and asked me if I would
write up an article about my experience with the Bimini.
I had been driving my MGB since
2000 with a standard hood without
a zip out rear window. After driving
550 miles to Gatlinburg, Tennessee
to MG 2006, I decided that cooking
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and steaming in my B “roaster” was
enough. I knew I needed to make some
changes if I was going to do more summer driving.
My first thought was to get a hood
with a zip out rear window. Since I
have a pack away hood, the cost and
limited availability at that time ruled
out that option. I had thought about
making my own Bimini top using a
MGB pack away frame and header
rail, but thinking it over, I decided
there would be a problem for storage
in the car when not installed. One of
my daughters usually rides with me in
the MGB, along with all her “stuff”, so
storage space is at a premium.
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In 2007, while attending John
Twist’s Summer Party, I ran into Keith
Sanders, the Chairman of the AMGCR.
Keith was selling Bimini tops for the
MGB and MGC. I quickly snatched
one up from him. It turned out to be
one of my better buys for the B.
The Bimini made the trip to Valley Forge for MG 2008 much more
pleasurable as it kept the sun off and
allowed the air to flow freely. It has
made all of our trips more enjoyable.
As far as durability, the Bimini
has withstood speeds well over 70
mph with just a few squeaks and no
hint of flying off. The black fabric and
metal supports have held up great as
well. The Bimini is easy to erect and
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can be done by one person. It stores
easily in the boot. It will work with
both pack-away and folding tops.
The Bimini tops are made by a gentleman from Florida, Ed Kirkland. You
can reach him via email at kirkland@
mailer.sb.fsu.edu . At present, the cost
is $175.00 plus $20.00 shipping, but
you need to contact him for any price
adjustments. Ed has been great to work
with. I have also purchased a Bimini
for my wife’s MGA.
After five years of use, I would
highly recommend a Bimini if you
are looking for a way to keep the sun
off, yet have plenty of cooling air flow
while driving.
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The Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Trip • The Good, the Bad, and the Great.

Just a partial group of MG’s. A few hundred gathered in Pittsburg’s Shenley Park.

Dennis’ fuel pump required a bit of attention.

Images and article by
Dennis Taylor, North Carolina MG Car Club

created our emergency. I guess that’s
what Ernie Gann would call irony, or
fate hunting us.
Now in, West by God Virginia, we
continued on toward our destination
on some of the best MG state roads in
the country. Very few passing zones,
smooth pavement, and lots of curves.
Oh, and a few hills. In Beckley we
discovered the curse of rapid growth
we are all too familiar with from the
Raleigh area, the roads haven’t kept up
with the expansion. Too many cars,
not enough pavement. While sitting
in the bumper to bumper traffic and
95 degree heat my car died with what
seem like vapor lock. Fortunately
the road was flat to the turn into the
shopping area so we were able to push
it off the highway and into a safe area,
where after a few minutes with the
hood open and some clothes pins from
Pat Wharton, it started back up and we
continued on our way.
Heading out of Beckley the sky

F

or those of us lucky enough to
have the time to go to Pittsburgh,
Thursday morning July 19,
dawned clear and bright. Temperatures were in the high 70s as, Tom and
Laura Miller, Terry Jones, Tom Casey,
Nelson and Sally Fulbright, Pat and I
gathered at the Apex BoJangles for our
post dawn pre-departure biscuit and
briefing.
We departed at 8:30ayem and
headed out 64 with the warming
sun at our backs. Our route took us
up NC87 to Graham NC, for our first
pit stop, were Ron and Pat Wharton
joined our merry band. On we went
through Burlington, a slight detour
due to a missed turn, and up through
Reidsville, Eden, and into Virginia at
Martinsville where we joined VA58 to
Stuart where the real fun began with
the drive up VA8 to Tuggles Gap. Tuggles gap is where VA8 crosses the Blue
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Ridge Parkway. The drive up to the
Parkway was very nice but would have
been great except for the tourists in a
Taurus who thought all corners must
be entered at no more than 20 MPH
with the brakes fully engaged. Terry’s
suggestion that we lunch at the Tuggles
Gap Restaurant and Motel was great,
good food and a fun atmosphere, and
by the time we finished the Taurus
was long gone, so the remainder of the
drive into Christiansburg was great,
for the drivers, you’ll have to ask the
navigators for their take on it.
More fun roads took us from
Christiansburg, through Blacksburg
and on into Pearlsburg, where our car
suddenly died at a stop sign. I mean
D-E-A-D. No electrics at all. Momentary terror at the thought of the Lucas
curse lead to a little more calm thinking, and I realized a wine bottle or
two in a Trader Joe’s satchel had fallen
off the back seat and turned off the
emergency battery cutoff, which had
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ahead turned black and I thought how
happy I was to be in an MG and not
an airplane as we headed into Fayetteville. After a quick road side stop, to
put up tops and close windows, we
drove the last five miles to our hotel in
some of the hardest rain I’ve seen in a
while. Of course since we had gotten
the tops up in time everyone stayed
dry.
Friday morning all were ready at
8:00ayem when we attempted to leave.
In the hotel parking lot, with a light
rain falling my vapor lock returned, of
course it wasn’t vapor lock, but an electric fuel pump. In twenty minutes we
had installed Ron Wharton’s standby
inline fuel pump and were on our way.
A bit of misfortune mixed with the
good fortune of still being in the hotel
parking lot and having Ron there.
Off we went the three miles to the
New River Gorge Bridge visitors center.
The bridge and gorge were beautiful in
the mist and fog, a view not seen in all
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A view of the New River Gorge bridge.

the photos normally viewed. Around
10:00 we headed for Pittsburgh again
along some wonderful MG roads. The
drive up to Pit was great and we made
good time until we arrived in the Pittsburgh area on I-79. Between construction and Friday afternoon traffic the
last 20 miles took over an hour. Even
the delays could not dim the beauty of
coming out of the Ft. Pitt tunnel and
seeing the Pittsburgh skyline, wow. If
you haven’t been to The Steel City in
the last few years, or ever as was my

MG was the featured marque. The Parade Lap that exhibited many MGs and other great British cars.

case, you are in for a surprise. Gone
are the dingy grey streaked skies and
buildings, and in their place is a revitalized skyline and sky.
Saturday dawned foggy but we
headed off to Schenley Park and
the PVGP car show, the NCMGCC
contingent being among the first to
arrive at 8:45. You could already here
the roar and whine of the vintage
racers practicing and running qualifying laps as we parked in our assigned
area. We of course hurried off to catch

Stopping for a “fru fru” coffee.
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a glimpse of the various cars and our
own Dr Rob, as they blasted around
the hair pin and the East Circuit Road.
This is up close and personal viewing,
harkening back to the European Grand
Prixs of the 50s and 60s. By the 10:00
official start of the car show there
must have been over 1000 cars on
the field and more still pouring in as
we continued to view races and static
displays all over the park. The weather
cooperated and as the fog lifted it
turned into a beautiful overcast that
kept the temperatures comfortable all

day. Highlights included getting our
picture taken with the Oscar Meyer
Weinermoblie. What a hoot. If there
ever was a car you lusted after it was
probably on the field where you could
get right next to it. From a lowly
BMW Iseta, perfectly restored, to the
newest $500,000 supper cars from
Mercedes, Ferrari, Lamborghini, and
any other manufacturer you can think
of, they were all there. By 4:00 in the
afternoon we had walked, talked and
viewed all we could stand, so off we
went back to the hotel to recover.

Taking a lap around the Schenly Park road, turned into a race course.
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MG Live 2012

Don Hayter, left, being interviewed. Hayter was part of the original MGB design team.
Images provided and story by Ken Smith

A MG TC at speed on the track.

Sunday morning, RACE DAY, we
were off again to the park arriving
around 9:00 to line up for our Marque
of The Year Parade Lap. While waiting
to drive the course we again got to
watch some more practice and qualifying runs. Around 11:00 we finally
got to drive the course, although at a
controlled speed. We did manage to
get in a couple hard turns when the
gap between us and the car ahead
somehow opened up to allow us to get
up a little speed into the corner, funny
how that works. We parked back at
the show field and hustled across the
park to our chairs to watch the races
at the double hairpin turns. Watching racing on TV just can’t compare
to being ten yards from the sliding
cars as they negotiate the braking and
turning required to maintain their
line through those turns. All the races
were great and the level of competition
among the cars was outstanding. I just
can’t put into word the thrill of seeing
two MGTDs, MGBs or any of the other
racers battle for position entering and
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rounding those corners, from the little
50s vintage Fiat 500 Abarth to the Formula racers that resemble the F1 cars I
watched as a kid, they were all superb.
Monday our band departed for
home, some directly and some with
stops to visit family in the northern
climes. Zarrel and Bev Lambert joined
Tom and Laura, and Pat and I as we
headed out for our overnight stay in
Staunton VA. But first there were more
of those great PA, MD and WV MG
roads to drive. Great weather followed
us and we were able to comfortably
drive without too much summer heat
all day. We only had to get on any limited access roads to escape Pittsburgh
and get around Cumberland MD.
Here it is Tuesday evening and we
are safely home after one of the most
enjoyable trips we could ever hope for.
Great driving, great cars, great races,
and great friends have made for a very
memorable 6 days. Now if I can just
get that fuel pump in for the Lake Tour
and the Mountain Tour etc--you get
the idea.
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F

ollowing the “Marque of Friendship” rally and despite a little inclement weather, a fine selection
of MGBs graced the famous track, the
highlight of which was no less than 58
historic competition MGBs circulating
around the tarmac-together!
Don Hayter saw them off and then
joined Paddy Hopkirk, Alec Poole,
Roger Enever, Clive Baker, and Chris-
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tobel Carlisle for the MG Club dinner.
Many memories of the MGBs rallying
and design days were recalled and a
wonderful finale to a day organized by
Ron Gammons and David Saunders.
Don later said, “Just magic, sitting
on the bank, watching a non-stop
stream of 58 B’s going past, sounding
wonderful!” Don later went on to cut
the Anniversary cake baked specially
for the 50th birthday.
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Violating Murphy’s Law

50th MG birthday cake.

MG Car Company display at Silverstone

The door doesn’t open quite as wide with the spare in place, but it still gives decent access.
Images and article by John Spadaro, #2-912
An all MG field of racers at the Silverstone Motor Racing Circuit.

The event poster.
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urphy’s Law states, “Anything
that can go wrong, will go
wrong”. Through the course
of history, mankind has tried to violate
Murphy’s Law. As it applies to MG
drivers, it is the ceaseless attempt to
carry a multitude of spare parts that
may or may not fail as we travel the
American road. The truth is, as we all
know, is that the one part that we will
need is the only part we will not have.
However, if we are fortunate enough
to have the correct spare part, will we
have the appropriate tools to install
the part? So not only do we need to
haul a trailer for spare parts, we also
need to transport our entire Craftsman Tool kit with us in order to install
the spare part.
I happen to be guilty of these
transgressions. I have spare parts. I
carry a spare alternator, fuel pump,
hoses, belt, accelerator cable, and
springs, in addition to various other
items. I used to throw my tools in a bag
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and into the trunk they went. As we
all know, the trunk of an MGB does
not lend itself to a lot of room, so we
have to be selective about our spare
parts. I have taken a major step. I have
decided to jettison my spare tire. My
thinking is that if you buy a brand new
Corvette for $75,000.00 and you don’t
get a spare tire, why do I need one? In
20 years of driving my MGB, I have
never had a flat tire, but I’m no fool, I
do carry “fix a flat”, so if I have a nail
in the tire I should be OK. If there is a
major blow out, I may need to drop a
dime on the good folks at AAA – that is
if I survive it.
The point of all this is that we all
carry spares. I, however, have built a
clever little tool area in my car that
takes minimal room, is attractive
and functional. As can be seen in the
photos, my tool box sits up on the shelf
that rises on the forward section of the
rear bulkhead. My car is a 1977, but I
believe this configuration is consistent
throughout all the years. The tool box
is out of the way, so if you choose to
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Almost 50 Years!
By Herren Floyd

W

With the door closed, its elegant as well as functional.

carry along your spare tire; it does not
get in the way.
My box is 28” wide, 10” tall, and
6” deep. These are all exterior dimensions. Stock 3/4” lumber or plywood
can be used for the rectangular structure and 1/4” plywood can be used for
the back and the door. A stand for the
box should be the same dimensions
as the box but 1.5” high. This should
be mounted on the bottom of your
rectangle box. However allow a 3/8”
space between the box and the box
base to allow for hinge travel. I painted
mine black. I used white plastic for the
interior and glued and screwed it to
the interior surfaces. I used hooks, Velcro, and constructed various hangers
and supports to carry what I thought
I might need (of course I won’t have
what I need).
The front door is mounted to a
piano hinge which runs along the bottom. I chose to use magnetic latches
that seem to hold fine, however, any
type of latch will do as long as it keeps
the door closed. The front door is
padded with cotton matting and I
covered the whole thing with black
vinyl. I found some cool little letters at
Auto Zone so I put MGB on the front. I
should be including mechanical drawings with this article, but I’m not that
good.
Once built, the box is mounted
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on the shelf. I chose to drill two small
holes through the bulkhead; two small
bolts and nuts hold the box in place.
If you don’t want to drill holes, you
could probably try two sided carpet
tape to hold it in place. I know that
tape holds pretty well. The box should
be mounted in the center between the
two trunk hinges. The only problem
you may encounter is the trunk light.
Make sure the box is not too tall. Obviously the effectiveness of your trunk
light will also be diminished.
You may put whatever you want
in the box. I chose to put 7/16,1/2, and
9/16 wrenches. These are the most
common. The never-be-without vise
grips, needle nose pliers, tire gauge,
screwdriver with multiple tips (Phillips, straight etc.), folding multi-tool,
electric tape, fix a flat, WD40, quart
of oil, a bottle jack (Note: NEVER use
the jack that came with your MGB,
especially if you like the paint on your
doors).
This project can be done in a
weekend. It is relatively easy. If you
decide to tackle this project, and you
need some tips, feel free to e-mail me
at JJS852@aol.com. If you have the
right spare parts and you have the
right tools to install your spare parts
maybe you can be one of the lucky few
who violates Murphy’s Law.
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hile in high
school, I became
very attracted
to sports cars that I read
about in Popular Mechanics, including the
Allard and the early Cunningham cars, but I was
especially smitten by the
MGTC and hoped to be
able to own one someday.
I had built and raced a
Soap Box Derby racer. After
that, I had built a little
wood-frame open racer powered by a
lawn mower engine with v-belt pulleys
bolted onto my rear Soap Box Derby
wheels (before Go-Carts became popular). Unfortunately, both rear wheels
broke the axles off as I rounded a turn.

I served in the US Army in Germany, and while there, I bought my
first car, a 1947 vintage Volkswagen for
$300. I came back with a new wife and
the GI Bill for college. A very old VW
beetle would have to be our transportation until I graduated from Auburn
University and found a job.
There was no way I could afford to
own a little British car until after I got
my first job in Huntsville, Alabama,
in 1960 at the beginning of NASA
and the race to beat the USSR to the
moon. At long last I bought a used
Austin-Healey Bugeye Sprite and loved
it. I drove it every day to work at MarMGB Driver • November / December 2012

shall Space Flight Center. I sometimes
got caught in a rain going home in the
afternoons. By the time I got the top
and side curtains out of the “trunk’
(with no lid), and got them installed,
the rain might have been just about
over with.
In June of 1963, I saw the new
MGB with roll-up windows, and I had
to have one. I preferred the Chelsea
gray with red interior and wire wheels.
My wife seemed to realize that I could
not live without one, and agreed for
us to buy it even though we had two
small children and it would have to
be our only car for a time. For an extra
$100, it would have come with five
chrome wire wheels, but the $2,700
price was already a stretch for us, so I
settled for painted wire wheels.
We had a son and a daughter
ages five and three. I built a plywood
platform that extended to the back of
the seats. My wife and I are not tall, so
the seats did not need to be adjusted
back very far. My wife made a little
mattress to fit on the platform so that
on long trips our daughter could sleep
between the wheel wells and our son
right behind the seats.
Our son Carl is now six feet two
inches tall, fifty-four years old, and
has his own 1979 MGB in which he
installed a Buick aluminum-block
engine. Next year, I will have owned
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my 1963 MGB for fifty years, and it has
over 198,000 miles on the odometer. It
will be part of Carl’s inheritance when
I die (quite possibly all of his inheritance).

I celebrated my retirement in 1997
with new seats, a new interior, and
four chrome wire wheels for my MG
from Moss Motors, who have been
such a great help in my being able to
keep and maintain my all-time favorite sports car for so many years.
I have given up on my dream of
owning an MGTC someday. Over the
years, the prices always seemed to rise
or stay beyond what I could afford to
pay, and I would not consider giving
up my MGB. I do have two beautiful little models of the MGTC that
I bought a few years ago from Moss
Motors.

Getting Heat from Your MGB

The Smiths heater installed in the MGB can be refurbished to work as new.
Images provided and article
by Dave Braun
Minnesota MG Group

A love affair spanning almost 50 years. Admitted temptations revealed for another, an MGTC.

W

ith winter around the corner,
now is a good time to start
revamping your MGB heating
system. The system is much maligned
for two reasons. First, the heater has
a reputation for being anemic; and
second, the system is said to be one of
the most difficult to manhandle out of
and back into the car.

Oil Cooler

MG 2009 • Partial show field, Breckenridge, Colorado photographed from atop the resort hotel.
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What? I thought we were going
to talk about heat? Well, yes, but it all
starts with a fast engine warm-up. If
you have an MGB with the factory or
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aftermarket oil cooler, that device can
contribute to a slower engine warm up
as the oil is sent through the cooler,
inhibiting the lower end of the engine
from heating up. This means that the
coolant in the head and block doesn’t
have to remove as much heat and as
such will also stay cooler longer than
necessary, and it is that coolant from
which we want to extract heat to make
the interior of our cars more comfortable. Oil operates best at about 195°F,
so in warm weather the oil cooler will
prolong both the useful life of the lubricant and the life of the engine. The
solution that will serve both purposes
is to install an oil cooler thermostat.
The thermostat routes the oil
directly from the outlet at the rear of
45

Installing an oil cooler thermostat assures faster warm-up which means less time with a cold passenger compartment.

Examining the inner workings of the heater temperature control valve. Cleaning and lubricating the
valve will usually restore like new operation.

the engine and straight to the inlet
at the oil filter boss, bypassing the oil
cooler mounted above or below the
front valance, until the oil is warm
enough to be allowed to pass through
the oil cooler. You will need the correct wrenches or slim adjustable ones;
you may need to remove the oil pressure line to gain additional room to
manipulate the wrench; and you need
a thermostat and the four oil lines to
replace the two you already have. The
kit is available from various vendors.
Your engine will warm up much
faster, and you will further protect
your engine because the oil will come
up to temperature faster as well. There
is also an inexpensive alternative route
to follow, you can simply cover the
oil cooler with duct tape or cardboard
the last month or so of the season. But
don’t forget to remove it if the outside
air temperature rises to 50°F or so, or
you anticipate a prolonged high speed
drive.

no need to go to a ‘warmer’ thermostat
for spring or fall driving, as a typical
180° thermostat assures an adequate
coolant temperature for the heater to
provide good heat. Finally check your
pressure cap. The pressure cap allows
the engine to run warmer without
boiling over, a function it shares with
the coolant. You can have it checked
for pressure at a garage, or simply
replace it as a matter of course.
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Coolant, Thermostat,
and Pressure Cap
The coolant additive package
protects your cooling system from
the electrolytic reaction of dissimilar
metals which in turn protects from
corrosion that can both destroy system
components (such as the water pump,
the radiator, the heater core, and the
heater control valve) or allow the
coolant to entrap debris, loose its efficiency, and even clog small passages.
The additive package will basically
wear out in three years or so. A flush
and fill every two years is a good idea
to preserve and increase the efficiency
of the cooling system and keep the
coolant fresh. The coolant thermostat can be removed from the coolant
outlet fitting and placed in a pan of
water along with a candy thermometer
to make sure it opens at the temperature stamped on the device. There is
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Heater Temperature Control Valve
and Cable
Trouble shooting gets a bit tougher
here, but if the temperature control cable is difficult to move from inside the
car the cable could be binding or the
control valve just above the distributor
could be gunked up or corroded. Undo
the cable at the control valve and see if
that improves the action of the control
inside the car. If it doesn’t, replace the
cable. A small punch pushed up in the
MGB Driver • November / December 2012

hole under the knob will release the
knob if it is necessary to remove the
control. Don’t force anything, and be
prepared to reach into small spaces
to remove the cable from the fittings.
A set of ignition wrenches (very
small box and open end wrenches)
are helpful. If the cable works freely,
try moving the actuating end of the
heater valve. If it doesn’t move freely,
drain the coolant from the radiator
and head, disconnect the hose at the
control valve and remove the heater
control valve. You should mark the
orientation of the valve halves for
reassembly. Drilling out the rivet on
the cover will allow you to twist off
the cover and check the spring, valve,
diaphragm, bushing and inlets. Clean
out any crud, grease the moving parts,
reassemble, and then put in a new
rivet or a small screw and nut. Use a
new gasket with a thin smear of silicon
sealant when you reinstall the valve.
When the cable is reinstalled, it is
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The heater flap felt, the heavy rubber block and the heater control cable are shown in this picture.

more important to have the valve close
completely than to open completely
as there isn’t a lot of flow difference
between fully open and 3/4 open. But
most valves can be made to function
over nearly their entire range.

Refurbishing the Heater Box
The heater box is going to take
some extra effort to remove. But once
you do, you can more easily access
the heater fan motor, especially if
someone upgraded the fan to a larger
diameter at some point. You will also
be able to disassemble the heater box,
clean out the heat exchanger, install
new gasket material, and even clean
and paint the box if you want. So start
by removing the heater hoses from the
heater itself. You will probably want to
replace the hose with new 1/2 inch ID
heater hose.
To remove the heater box, first
disconnect the cable at the interior/
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demist duct control as you will be removing the heater box with the cable
attached. Behind the radio console,
remove the demist tube panel, and any
tubes which penetrate into the lower
unseen half of the heater box. Next,
there is a small heat shield behind the
engine that protects the brake lines,
clutch lines, electrical bundle and
windshield wiper washer tube from
the heat of the engine. Remove the
heat shield and move the lines clear
of the heater base. Remove the other
screws securing the heater box, using
a posi-drive screwdriver to prevent
tearing up the screw heads. A posidrive bit and screw heads look like
ordinary Phillips screw heads but can
be identified by extra splines or indicators located between each cross arm
of the bit or the indents. Now comes
the fun part. The heater and the upper
mounting tab need to be tilted forward
to clear the bonnet opening flange,
and at the same time lifted clear of the
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Replace the interior open cell foam with fresh material. Shown here is a self-stick weather stripping
material that can be trimmed to size for directing airflow through the heater core.

rectangular opening in the bulkhead.
Clean off any old gasket material that
remains on the bulkhead.
Once you have the heater box on
the bench, you can remove the clips
and pry open the box. The rubber gaskets around the heater hose connections will probably crumble from age.
Don’t worry, you can take diameter
measurements of the holes and the
heater core tubes to any hardware store
and source a pair of perfect replacements in the Hillman section. Next,
there are pieces of sealing felt on the
door that directs airflow through the
heater outlets or the demister tubes. I
replaced them with a pair of one inch
wide weather stripping felt, securing
it with some aerosol contact cement.
The original construction of the heater
included open-cell foam to seal the
sides of the box and direct the flow
through the heater core. That material
may turn to dust when you remove the
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heater core.
The heater core is just a mini radiator, in fact in heavy traffic, moving
the heater to full hot will provide additional engine cooling! Look for telltale
signs of leakage, thoroughly flush the
heater core in a sink… if you use the
restoration water source located in
the kitchen… do so when no one is
around, or perhaps as was suggested
to me by Diane, install a stainless steel
sink in the garage. Straighten any fins
with a thin bladed screwdriver, and
blow out any debris that is present between the fins. When I reinstalled the
heater core, I replaced the open-cell
foam with a more durable open-cell
weather stripping material with a selfstick side, 1/2 inch wide by 3/8 thick.
I applied the self adhesive sides to the
heater box and cover to both seal flow
to be directed through the core, and to
cushion the corners of the heater core
within the heater box.
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Fresh Air Ventilation
and Heater Doors
The last area to examine is located
just above the demister plenum and
on either side of the body structure.
The door above the demister plenum
allows fresh air to enter the car from
the air inlet located just in front of the
windscreen. If this door does not freely
open and close, and seal on its gasket,
cold air will enter the car unimpeded.
It is a tight squeeze to remove the four
screws which hold the door’s hinges
to the body structure, but doing so is
worthwhile to lubricate and repair the
door and its fittings. It is also the only
way to affix a new sealing gasket. I find
a right angle screw driver is helpful in

removing and replacing the screws.
On the sides of the body structure will
be either movable heater flaps or fixed
heater ducts. These devices should also
be checked for operation, removed if
necessary and repaired.
A bit of quality time spent adding
an oil cooler thermostat; going over
your cooling system; and refurbishing
the heater box and ventilation controls
will go a very long way in making your
MGB a great three season car. You will
be warm and toasty on those cool early
morning drives, and able to go back
to straight ventilation and top down
pleasure if the afternoon turns warm.
And like chopping a chord of wood, it
will warm you twice. Once when you
accomplish the refurbishment, and
again when you turn on the heat!

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix

I

Images by Chaz de Bourbon/BGA Studios.com

Checking the function of the fresh air vent door and installing a new sealing gasket.

There are higher capacity heater
cores out there… but since we’re
not considering driving Maggie in
the winter, I opted not to look into
them, figuring that refurbishing
and restoring like new performance
would yield more than enough heat.
As mentioned, regarding the heater
blower motor, there is an up-rated fan
available but it can only be installed by
splitting the heater box and sandwiching the cover between the motor and
the new fan. I’ve always felt that the
original single speed fan was enough
for the small interior. I did doublecheck and lubricate the motor before
reinstalling it into the closed heater
box. The heater motor uses an impressive amount of current, so make sure
the wires and the bullet connectors are
in good shape.
The heater box is reinstalled the
same way it came out, fishing the cable
through the opening in the demist
plenum and attaching the fasteners
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and reinstalling the heat shield. But
first fix the heater bulkhead gaskets
available from the usual suspects
(including the foam ring on the rear)
to the heater box using a suitable
contact adhesive. On the earlier cars
the demister tubes are long enough to
penetrate into the heater box, but later
cars have a heavy, rubber heater seal
that fits between the interior bulkhead
and the heater box. This solid block of
rubber may complicate reinstalling the
heater box. Source a new one, if your
car is so equipped. Even though Maggie didn’t originally have the heavy
rubber seal, I installed it anyway, but I
probably wouldn’t attempt that again!
It makes aligning the outlet end of
the heater box with the cable attached
and sliding everything into place very
difficult. I applied plenty of K-Y Jelly to
ease the installation. It is non-greasy
and evaporates without leaving much
residue.
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just wanted to share some racing images of this great event. Next year make
an effort and enjoy vintage cars, other enthusiasts and perhaps race your MG.
The event was held this past July 20.

MGs as far as the eye can see, well so many that they started to crowd our tent. The event netted us
nine new members and got the word out about NAMGBR to the uninitiated.
MGB Driver • November / December 2012
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Three Wheeling
at the
Pittsburg Vintage Grand Prix
July 20, 2012

Double hairpin turn was a great spot for shooting this race.

A little too much three wheeling when this
poor MG ran up the embankment to kiss a
stone. See it in the two top images.

After the race this unfortunate MG was craned off the side of a steep embankment.
Anyone know owns this MG?
52
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Moss: We Are Honored to Carry the Name

From Moss Motoring

A

l Moss, the founder and spirit
of Moss Motors passed away
Tuesday night, September 25,
2012. Here in our building and in
our catalogs, too, Al’s presence is still
palpable and will be, we hope, as long
as we are in business. We are better
because of it.
Al started the business focusing
on T-Series MG, but as the business
continued to grow as enthusiasts embraced the British sports car movement
and Moss expanded by adding parts
and catalogs for the MGA, the early
MGB, the Austin-Healey, and the Jaguar XK120-140-150 series. In 1977, Al
purchased 48 tons of ‘obsolete’ inventory directly from Standard Triumph
in England, a shipment which filled
no less than four 40ft containers, and
was in fact, the largest single buyout
of TR2-3-4 spares ever! Thus, in 1978
Moss Motors published the world’s
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first comprehensive TR2-3-4 catalog
and this publication also represented a
new philosophy. The catalog illustrated, and listed, virtually all the parts
that would ever be needed for these
cars, even if the parts were no longer
available at press time. This made the
catalog a valuable restoration aid and
reference guide and set the standard
for all future Moss Motors catalogs.
By 1978 Moss Motors was supplying parts for British sports cars to
customers worldwide, and in fact the
business had become so large that it
had ceased to be fun for Al, being more
like work! It was at this time, that his
long-time friend, Howard Goldman,
offered to purchase the entire Moss
Motors operation. Al eventually took
him up on his offer and entered semiretirement to spend much of his time
restoring and racing his collection
of British sports cars at his home in
Arizona.
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Farewell Dear Friend • Rick Brown

Jay Gerding
Spring Hill, Florida, USA

T

he morning dawned bright and breezy, as we met at first the Funeral Home
and then St. Anthony’s Church to pay our final goodbye to Rick Brown.
Following the service, over 18 MG’s, 2 Triumphs and a vintage Mini Cooper
began the final 30 minute trip to the Bushnell National Cemetery. Rick’s partner,
Mike Derosa, was driven in Rick’s beautiful MGA by Rick’s good friend Terry Allen. It was quite a sight. Cars coming in the opposite direction pulled to the side
of the road as we passed, something I have never seen happen before. The drive
passed without incident, and we arrived at the Cemetery about 2PM.
From the staging area, we proceeded to one of several internment sites, where
Rick was transferred to an open chapel and he was accorded full military honors
by an honor guard of retired Marines.
One final note: Mike Derosa is planning on publishing a book celebrating Rick’s life. He
asks that any of his friends take a few minutes to write down some special moment that
you shared with Rick, and send it to him at mjderosa@tampabay.rr.com This publication will be available to any of Rick’s friends who desire a copy.
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Tech Talk
Hi John,
I have two questions for you. Question 1:
My car is a 1979 MGB with 17,000 miles.
I de-toxed it as per your instructions. I
am still running distributor vacuum thru
TCSA switch (fourth gear only). Are there
any ill effects at idle running it right to the
intake manifold eliminating the TCSA? I
do not want extra stress on pistons and
bearings. Question 2: I am running Mobil1 15W50 oil, should I add zinc additive
such as Rislone (ZDDP)?
Thanks for your input John,
Dan Yingling
Dan,
Your MGB will idle considerably
better with the vacuum advance
connected directly to the intake
manifold. Re-time the car so that
you have a maximum of 32-degrees
of mechanical advance (vacuum
disconnected). This usually occurs by
4000 rpm. You’ll find the car idling
at about 45-BTDC with the vacuum
connected if the mixture is good.
The circuit to the TCSA switch is not
fused. If you do not have overdrive,
simply disconnect the power wire. If
you have overdrive, fuse that wire
with an inline 10amp fuse. The power
wire is either separate or combined
with the wires to the gearbox. It
connects to the main loom at the
rear of the right front inner fender
where the rest of the connections are
made. The power wire can be white
or white/brown. Again, it can be
sheathed in a black housing or it can
be part of the gearbox loom (green
and a green/brown).
I do not know the components of
Mobile1. I would err on the side of
caution and add that ZDDP at every
oil change.
John,
I have a 18V engine that reads an oil pressure of 50 when cold and 45 when hot
at speed. The readings at idle are 40 cold
and 25 hot. Replaced the dash gauge
and same results. Took to the local MG
service garage and had them run an oil
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver

pressure test to eliminate any sending
unit issues, also check rod bearings, etc...
The mechanic said the engine internals
looked like new and bearings were good.
The compression test was good and he
adjusted the rockers. He stated the engine
was ok at the indicated readings and not
to worry. He also replaced the pressure
relief spring and plunger. The old one had
a washer inserted in an apparent attempt
to raise pressure.
I can only think the oil pump is the issue
but the mechanic seems to feel a lot more
comfortable with the readings than I do.
Are there any indicators of a faulty oil
pump? Recently purchased this car so I
have no real history to include.
Patrick
Patrick,
The oil pressure is a function of the
type of oil, the oil pump, the oil
pressure relief valve, and the bearings. You should have 75 pounds of
pressure running down the road.
Anything less than 50 pounds is a
recipe for failure.
Oil pressure gauges never fail (that’s
the rule). The oil pump is changed
relatively easily by removing the
sump. If the sump is off to fit a whole
new pump or just the guts, then
change the four rod bearing sets
AND the three center main bearings
(top and bottom). That washer in
the oil pressure relief valve is an essential spacer to get the oil pressure
up. The original valve had a factory
spacer – the new valves are sold
without them, so a 1/4” helical lockwasher bent straight works well.
57

John,
I have a ‘64 MGB which has worked
well with a generator and was converted to negative ground many years ago.
I converted to electronic ignition and
to a Moss Motors alternator conversion
kit. The ignition lamp was off before
starting, came on with turned ignition key, and went out after the engine
started. Car runs perfectly, no issues.
After shutting the engine down the
ignition lamp stays on. Pulled the key,
it stays on. Insert the key and turn one
position the light goes out, turn the
key off, the light stays on. The ignition light will go out if the headlights
are turned on and off, if I start the car
and turn off, and also if the battery is
disconnected and reconnected. Any
thoughts? Thank you, —Stephen
Stephen,
Offhand I would suggest that there is
a problem with the alternator or the
connections. I am neither familiar
with this newer alternator nor the
wiring associated with it so you need
to call the tech guys at Moss and ask
them. A note of caution – on an old
fashioned Lucas alternator, if the
ignition warning light remains illuminated while the key is off, it means
that current is flowing through the
alternator, discharging the battery
and heating up the alternator. This
sometimes ends in a massive electrical short and/or fire.
John,
Do you have the number for the early MG
motor color. What is the manufacturer
and is it locally available?
Thanks, —George
George,
We use PPG enamel DAR 2673H. I
have used DQE50782Y in the past but
prefer that DAR number. It’s a nice
deep maroon that does not spot orange when splashed with antifreeze!
John,
It appears I need to rebuild or replace
my rear brake cylinders. Not knowing
what the condition of the cylinders are, I
58

thought it would be best to replace them
outright as my last brake cylinder rebuilding project years back did not work out so
well. I see in the Moss catalog that there
are two types of rear cylinders available - the Lockheed/Delphi type and an
aftermarket type that is much cheaper. Is
there any need to spend the extra bucks for
the Lockheed variety or is the plain jane
aftermarket version just as satisfactory?
—Craig
Craig!
Parts quality is of such a concern
today that I would ALWAYS purchase
the “factory” or “original” part. In
the past week I’ve seen two oil hoses
burst. One nearly ruined the guy’s
engine; the other the gal caught the
failure on the road before she was
out of oil. Here, there is no option
– there is no “better” hose, but the
replacements are simply no good. My
rule is that any old part rebuilt is
better than any new part. Now, to
be fair, that’s a wide brush and my
statement is certainly not always true
– but because the suppliers are engaged in a price war, quality suffers.
Always buy the best and support the
suppliers who offer the best!
On top of that, the brakes are the
most important system in the car. Do
not scrimp and save on the brakes!
That said, you may be able to rebuild
your original cylinders -- watch my
recent YouTube video (look for <universitymotorsltd>) on how to separate old wheel cylinders.
Hi John,
I noticed that MGBs use a 3rd spring that
goes between the two handbrake lever
tabs (on the outside of the shoes), whereas
my ‘63 Sprite levers have similar holes,
but don’t call for a spring. So....what are
the holes for? Wouldn’t it help make sure
there’s no dragging if I added a spring
there?
Thanks! —Michael
Michael,
There are two varieties of spring sets,
but both spring sets use just two
springs. Adding a third spring, as
long as it clears the shoes and drums
will not harm anything and will, as
you suggest, place more tension on
MGB Driver • November / December 2012

the handbrake system. The larger
Healeys actually have springs on the
rods to pull them off!
John,
I recently acquired an LH O/D transmission for an MGB from eBay. It is “blue
label” transmission out of a 1978 and my
car is a 1973. I know the transmission
supports a 1000 turns-per-mile speedometer while my car is a 1280 tpm speedometer. My problem is this, my speedometer
was faulty to start with, I looked for an
O/D transmission for over a year that
I could afford. A couple of months ago
I gave up and paid Nisonger over $275
rebuild it and now I saw this one on eBay,
I put in a bid I could afford and I got it.
I see that Moss still offers the speedometer
drive gear and driven gear for the early LH
transmissions. I worked on forklifts for
20+ years and not afraid of the transmission. Do you think that swapping gears
is a feasible solution? The cost of the two
gears is less than sending the speedometer
back to Nisonger to have it recalibrated to
1000 tpm.—Brad
Brad,
Your easiest option is to find a good,
used, 1000 tpm speedometer and
then sell yours on eBay or something.
Next option is to fit the speedo gears
into your overdrive unit. I don’t have
a YouTube video up about that – but
I do have an hour and half video on
how to rebuild the overdrive unit. I
can provide that video to you for
$20. You should have the workshop
manual, too. It seems to me that the
new 1280 gears will set you back
$125 or so as a pair, so consider your
options!
John,
First of all, I have to say you truly inspire

me. I am a fan of yours. Your videos are
extremely informative. Is there any chance
someone could visit your shop. From what
I have seen it would be to me like being a
kid in a museum. For my MG question . .
. I am a beginner at MGs and cars in general. I purchased my first, a 1974 Midget
that has been in storage for 15+ years. It
is my hobby car (my wife calls it my midlife crisis) and I am hooked. I watched
your video on starting up an MG. I had a
similar experience with the varnish-like
substance in the fuel tank. I have moved
on to the engine and found that I have no
spark. The coil tested out just fine. I am
planning to change the points on the distributor, but I haven’t started yet. I wanted
to check with you to see if you had some
suggestions on removal and replacement
or anything else I should keep in mind.
Thanks again for all you do. You truly
have a dream job. —Mark Pittman
Mark!
Thanks for your kind comments. This
IS a great job, most of the time. The
points are probably just corroded
and cannot pass any current. Swiping
a thin piece of sandpaper through
the points will remove the corrosion.
BRAKES, BRAKES, BRAKES! The
brakes are the most important part
of the car. Do not leave them! Do
them now. Otherwise, when you get
the engine running you’ll want to
just “drive around the block” with
little or no brakes ... and that is a
recipe for disaster!
Clean the battery terminals, remove
and sandblast the fusebox. Change
ALL the oils, grease the front hubs.
Do each job 100% so you don’t have
to revisit that assembly or system
again.
P.S. – The shop is a museum – along
with the people working here!

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
Concours line up. MG 2012 • Dillard, Georgia.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB, MGB LE, & 1967 MGB/GT
Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer
P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf • lbcnut@aol.com

1974½ MGB Registrar
Dennis L. Taylor
5941 Rounder Lane
Holly Springs, NC 27540
Phone: 919-567-2787
Cell:
919-610-7166
ditpilot@hotmail.com
MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco
701 Verona Ave
Ravenna, Nebraska 68869
(308) 452-3090
griecoma@hotmail.com
Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Llyod Faust
40 Santa Ana Loop
Placitas, NM
mgsrus@kwic.com
MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com
100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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Mascots

Images and story by Robert Rushing

Walking around the MG 2012 showfield, we noticed a number of cars have
their very own mascots. Here are just a sampling of those we found.

• Our Valued Supporters •
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Where 2 ‘B

Sell • Seek • Swap!
Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads.
Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to mgslime@swbell.net
or 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing and may be edited for content. •Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads
run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable.
The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1974 1/2 MGB/GT – Restoration in progress.

Body and structural work professionally done;
front end rebuilt (new spindles, bushings, rotors,
calipers, lowered springs). Lowering blocks for
rear and miscellaneous parts included. Not presently running. Needs hoses, cables, etc, reconnected. Started easily and ran fine when I got it.
$3500 obo. Dave Peterson – cell (630) 918-0546 or
home (630) 584-3661. IL		
111212

1980 MGB LE – Black/Black, 86,000 miles;
Overdrive, body in good condition, runs well, new
Robbins top zip-out rear window; garaged, well
maintained, Weber carb, new tires, GT rear springs.
$8500. Karl Schad, (540) 334-2915 VA
091012

1979 MGB – Red, 2000 miles on rebuilt engine
and carb. New mag wheels on splined hubs, new
windshield, and lots of other new stuff. Zip-out
back window; electronic overdrive. Runs great,
clean, no rust. Very good condition. All repairs
and maintenance documented. $7000; contact Jim
at (217) 417-9012 or jmzivic@yahoo.com IL
				070812
1974 1/2 MGB/GT – Wire Wheels, good glass

and chrome; complete vehicle; very restorable.
Will e-mail pictures; asking $1500. (517) 849-0042
or dvanwyck@dmcibb.net MI
070812

1970 MGB – Black Tulip with overdrive. Limited

Edition wheels; English Sun Fast top; chrome
rear luggage rack; automatic electric fan; car was
stripped down to bear metal no Bondo found; full
tonneau cover. Speedo reads 34,636; I have put
about 4000 miles on the car since it was purchased
seven years ago from Texas. Interior has no sun
damage which makes me think the mileage may
be correct but that no guarantee. Runs well but
needs to be used. Would sell for $6,000 or trade for
a decent MGB GT. Contact MDGIGEOFFREY@
AOL.COM
SC
070812

1979 MGB – Carmine Red/Black – MG 2005 con-

cours entry with only 23k original miles; scored
951 points out of 1000. Runs like the day I bought
it, excellent motor and transmission. $11,500; contact Greg Slobodzian at (435) 752-8404 or (435)
881-6523; gslobodzian@msn.com
UT 050612

1978 MGB— Orange/Black, freshly restored
with new carpet, new top, new tires, Peco exhaust,
rebuilt twin HS4 SUs, new paint, new wiring harness, Kent 714 cam; beautiful car and runs great!
Asking $8500, contact John Mangles at (314) 4261600 or mgdoc@sbcglobal.net MO 050612

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2012

1974 MGB— Citron; no rust and new paint;

recently rebuilt engine with several upgrades;
overdrive, new dashboard and interior with new
Stayfast top. Chrome bumper car. Reason for selling: old age – mine not the car’s. $10,000 – Larry
Englund (541) 997-3356 OR 050612

1970 MGB/GT— No rust; recent engine rebuild

with new clutch. Has overdrive, newer paint,
redone interior, rebuilt rear suspension with tube
shocks, new windshield, and re-chromed rear bumpers. Reason for selling: old age – mine not the
car’s. Larry Englund (541) 997-3356 OR 050612

1963 MGB — Just in time for the 50th an-

niversary of the MGB! Tartan Red/Black, early
pull-handle survivor (GHN3L1864) built October
1962, second month of production, registered as
1963 since new. Heritage Certificate included.
Runs great, five good wire wheels with new tires
and tubes; rebuilt front end with new springs and
shocks all around. Rebuilt carbs, new clutch master, new brakes, new battery, new hoses, belts, new
correct style gas tank, and new exhaust. Partial
new interior and tonneau, needs top. Single fog
lamp, leather tie down strap on bonnet, restored
1963 Texas plates. Lots of patina and charm.
$7000 obo – Dave Renner, (713) 683-0384
or (713) 301-7620, drenner@sbcglobal.net TX 030412

• Oct 27............... British Car Day, Mt Pleasant, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com
• Oct 27............... Brit Bash, Vero Beach, FL • www.mgcarclubflorida.org
• Oct 27............... British Field Meet, Safety Harbor, FL • www.tbahc.com
• Nov 1-4 ............ MG Jamboree, Homosassa, FL • www.fsmgcc.com

2013
• Feb 24............... British Swap Meet, Wheaton, IL • www.chicagolandmgclub.com
• Mar 23.............. British Car Day, New Orleans, LA • www.bmcno.org
• Apr 6................. Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Apr 21-27.......... Key West Meet, Key West, FL • DUrick@hmausa.com
• July

17-21......MG 2013, Corvallis, OR

•

www.mg-2013.com

Key West Meet • April 21-27 • Florida

WANTED
Wanted NOS Lucas headlight switch for a 1970
MGB and a Speedo head. Both in good working
order.
Contact: MDGIGEOFFREY@AOL.COM SC

111211

PARTS FOR SALE
Midget Parts - convertible top with hardware (new)

1975-79; front rubber bumper (new); luggage rack
(used); seat belts 2 (new - 1975-79); dahs with gauges/
switches (used - good condition). Call for prices.
Jack Johnson, (386) 574-6147 FL 070812

NOS Lucas Switches – Parts 30580, 37H8522

MGB 1972-74 wiper switch, $150; Parts SQB191,
37H8521 MGB 1972-74 turn signal and flash, $150.
Wiper switch for 1978-79 Midget and 1978-80 MGB,
$100; part SQB194 turn, horn, and high beam for
1977-80 MGB, $150. John Morris (954) 895-1163 or
jmo3449456@aol.com
FL		
030412

Custom MGB Windshield - New chrome plating

on a refurbished frame. New Moss Triplex glass
assembled in the frame with a new seal. $985 plus
shipping. Roger at (763) 420-8159 or rljlolson@
embarqmail.com
MN@comcast.net MN
030412

MGB Seat Set – New imported custom upholstery

professionally installed over new foam and seat
webbing on refurbished frames. The set includes
new teardrop style head rests. Black with Red piping. Complete and ready for installation. $1125 plus
shipping. Roger at (763) 420-8159 or rljlolson@
embarqmail.com
MN		
030412

NAMGBR Members:

I

would like to take a moment to
introduce myself and invite the
NAMGBR membership to a special
event. I’m Dennis Urick, a member
of NAMGBR, NAMGAR, and the Vice
Admiral of the Key West British Car
Club. We have, for eight years now had
a NAMGAR Regional GT in Key West
every April. This year we would like to
invite the MGB and MGC clubs to join
us. Our event is in conjunction with
the annual Conch Republic Independence celebration. We have a complete
event and car show mapped out and it

is a turnkey event we have perfected
over the years! We have an in-town
rally, Bocce Ball tournament, car
show, and many other events planned
and the topper of them all is we are a
feature of the big parade, this is the
longest parade in the world stretching from the Atlantic to the Gulf of
Mexico tossing beads at the crowd the
whole way! www.conchrepublic.com and
a video of our past even can be seen on
YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=t1QMPVJpAsE&feature=related
Dennis Urick

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P. O. Box 876
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515

