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Editor’s View

W

elcome to the annual convention issue! It is, of course,
covering MG 2012 which
took place in Dillard, Georgia, this
past June. We have packed a lot of
information and pictures into this
little magazine – almost as much as the
Dillard House stacked onto their buffet
tables. OK, that’s a fib. There is no way
I could pack that much into these pages. However, it’s just as good and just
as home-made! Unfortunately, there
is no mile-long dessert bar included
here. The closest I could come was to
print Zelda Davis’ amazing adventure
about her solo drive from Los Angeles
to Dillard (then to Detroit and back to

On the Covers
Front: Simon Dix does it again
this year, taking top honors at the
MG 2013 Concours.
Back: Simon Dix’s 1997 MG in
a few places he and has car
travelled on the way to Dillard,
Georgia. A great driver.

Chairman’s Chat

W

Robert Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
L.A. – Sorry that I had to edit it down
so much Zelda!).
Please check out the two Letters
of Intent being published in this issue.
Even though you wouldn’t have time
to get your letter published before the
AGM, you still have time to declare
your candidacy and get your name on
the ballot. Also, Scott Perry is stepping
down as the 1974 1/2 Registrar and is
looking for a replacement. If you have
one of these unique MGBs, please contact Scott or Richard Liddick to discuss
the position.
Thanks as always to Charles de
Bourbon for putting together the
photo essay. His pictures and layout
always brings back great memories of
the event and gives those of you who
were unable to make it a taste of what
it was like (except for the fantastic dessert bar…).

The Inside Line

Robert
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ell, my ability at odds- making are pretty good, in my
last piece for the MGB Driver,
Richard Liddick
I predicted that MG 2012 would be a
Chairman
smashing success and I was right on
NAMGBR
the money. The event could not have
gone off any better, the weather was
deserve a big round applause.
fantastic, warm sunny days and cool
Now that I told you what a good
nights, and the only rain we saw was
time we had in Dillard at MG 2012, I
on Sunday morning as everyone was
want to invite you to MG 2013, which
leaving.
will be held in Corvallis, Oregon, next
I want to thank the members of
July 17-21. I’d like to thank Gene &
the Peachtree MG Registry for hostBecky Nunn for providing us with the
ing the event. They did a great job of
MG 2013 promotional presentation
making everyone feel welcome and
at our convention showing us some of
I would especially like to thank the
the things the Willamette MG Club
people in charge of hospitality. This
have planned for next year, for more
was perhaps the best hospitality setinformation on the event checkout
ting ever. The ladies in charge were
www.mg-2013.com.
Barbara Flexner, Gayle Norton, Sue
Moving on, I have a few items that
Carlisle, Sue Cook, Judy Dube, Janet
I keep bringing up and they are the
Gillson, Kaycee Logan and Sheila Maopen positions of Secretary and Vice
colino. The Peachtree Club has raised
Chair. We are looking for candidates to
the bar for future conventions and it is
place their names in the hat for these
going to be hard to top them when it
offices; these are important positions
comes to the snacks,
in the leadership of
coffee, and fresh fruit
this organization. If
(Georgia peaches and
you have ever wanted
cantaloupe) that was
to be more involved
offered every mornin the club now is
ing along with the
the time. You need
goodies that were
to submit a Letter of
available all day long.
Intent, stating the
I would also like
office you seek and
to thank the memyour qualifications,
bers of the MG 2012
to get your name on
staff starting with the
the ballot. The ballots
Club President Tom
will be mailed out
Nadelhoffer. Coto the local chapters
chairs of the event
in early September
were Tom George and
and the chapters vote
Bill Gillson, along
on the candidates.
with Larry Norton,
Rick Brown in Clearwater, Florida with the The ballots will then
these people along
Special Award of Service to NAMGBR.
be read at our Anwith all of the people
nual General Meetthat helped make our
ing which is being
21st Annual North American MGB
held on Saturday, October 27, 2012
Register Convention one that the
in Corvallis, Oregon. I encourage the
members will recall as being an enjoymembership to attend our AGM for a
able MG experience for years to come
sneak peak of the facilities and events
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that are being planned for us at MG
2013, not to mention it gives you, the
members a chance to see the open process of how club business is handled.
Last, but not least I want to recognize a man that has given a great deal
of time and effort to this organization
and others. That man is Rick Brown.
Rick has served as our Webmaster
since 2003 and he has done the same
for the North American Council of
MG Registers and the MGC Register.
For those of you that don’t know,

Rick’s health is failing and the outlook
is not good. With this being said, Rick
was still looking at attending MG
2012. We decided to honor Rick with a
surprise during the convention by presenting him with a special award for
his service to NAMGBR and the MG
Community. Unfortunately, he was
not able to be there to receive it, but
Jeff Zorn offered to deliver it to him for
us. Jeff presented the award to Rick at
the Tarpon Springs British Car Show in
Clearwater, Florida.

Richard

From the Secretary

M

G 2012 held in Dillard, Georgia, hosted by the Peachtree
MG Register was a great event.
Southern hospitality was on display
throughout. A special note of appreciation to event co-chairs Tom George
and Bill Gillson for putting together
the host team. Activities by Kathy
George and Zee Sommer, Car Show &
Awards - Jay Franklin, Dillard House
- Larry Norton, Driving events - Chris
Gore & John Scarpucci, Grounds - Paul
Flexner & Gail Norton, Program &
Media - Larry Norton & Jim Unger,
Regalia - Tom Nedelhoffer, Registration - Patty Rosenberg, Tech Sessions
- Barry Rosenberg, and Website - Bob
Anderson. MG 2012 was truly a team
effort. If you were overlooked we also
appreciated your contributions. One
special note of appreciation goes to
Barry Rosenberg for replacing the head
gasket on the MGB owner’s guest car.
Mark your calendar now for MG
2013 hosted by the Willamette MG Car
Club in Oregon, June 12-14, 2013. Visit
the event website (www. MG-2013.
com) for complete information. Members are welcome to attend the North
American MGB Register Annual General Meeting (AGM) October 27, 2012
held in Corvallis, Oregon. The AGM is
held annually at the convention host
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From the Treasurer

A

fter a long hot summer, the
coming fall weather and colorful leaves will be a spectacular
time to be going to car shows, cruiseins, or just driving the backcountry
roads. I am also looking forward to
the AGM (Annual General Meeting)
in Corvallis, Oregon. This AGM and
preview to MG 2013 on the campus
of Oregon State University will also
include for me a couple of days on the
Oregon coast at Newport for whale
watching. To complete this adventure I
was hoping to drive through southern
Utah (Zion and Bryce Canyon National parks) and Colorado (Mesa Verde)
on the way home.
On the Treasurer’s side, I would

Dave Mullen
Treasurer
NAMGBR
ask that members please submit their
e-mail address (if you have one) and
membership number so that the
Secretary and Treasurer will have your
current information and be able to
communicate with you easier. The end
of the financial year is coming October
1st and we remain in a stable and
solid financial position even with the
special project expenses (ex: website
development).

Dave

Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
site
to preview the convention event
and for an annual general business
meeting. We encourage members to
attend the meeting. This year’s agenda
includes the election of Officers for the
office of Vice Chairman and Secretary. Current Officers will be stepping
down due to term limits as defined in
the constitution & By-laws. Members
interested in offices or volunteering
should contact us.
I would like to thank members
and fellow Officers of the North American MGB Register for the opportunity
to serve as your Secretary. The members that I have met and interacted
with over the years have become my
friends. We all are indeed fortunate
to enjoy a professional organization,
operated for the benefit of all owners
worldwide. Feel free to contact me if
you have questions regarding membership.

Denny
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Letter of Intent - Secretary

Letter of Intent - Vice Chairman
Dear Richard Liddick,
NAMGBR Board, and all NAMGBR members,

A

ttending a car show recently, and while talking to
a fellow MG owner from Indiana, he commented
about how wonderful the North American MGB
Register was as an organization. The MGB Driver was
a “great read” every time his copy was delivered to his
mailbox. The officers and members were friendly and
were willing to answer any questions he had about the
club. He was truly proud to be a member of NAMGBR.
After our enthusiastic talk, I began to think back to
my involvement in NAMGBR over the years and how
fortunate I was to be a part of this organization from the
beginning.
That also got me considering the major opening in
the Executive Board this coming October. Denny Elimon, our current Secretary will be stepping down after
four years of unselfish service to the Register. After discussing the responsibilities and the duties of this position
with my wife and other members of NAMGBR, I have decided to submit my name as a candidate for the position
of Secretary of the North American MGB Register.
I didn’t come to this decision lightly, weighing the
pros and cons about the responsibilities involved and the
time that must be dedicated to the Register. But in the
end, serving the fellow members of NAMGBR provided
the tip in the scale to make my choice.
So, in the coming weeks, I will be asking for the
support of the Chapters and Membership of the North
American MGB Register as I look forward to representing
you as your Secretary.
Bruce C. Wyckoff
NAMGBR 0-109

Please accept this as my letter of intent for the position
of Vice Chairman of NAMGBR.
I have served as the Publicity Coordinator for the past
few years and have gotten to know the people and workings of the board. It would be my honor to serve as the
Vice Chairman and work alongside of Chairman Liddick
and the rest of the NAMGBR board and for ALL NAMGBR
members.
I have been a member of the Willamette MG club and
NAMGBR since 2003 where I have served as the newsletter editor and most recently as the locations chairman for
the upcoming NAMGBR annual gathering, MG 2013, to
be held at in Corvallis, Oregon, on the campus of Oregon
State University. Previous board experience includes East
Salem Rotary and numerous neighborhood associations.
Continuing the fine work of Kim de Bourbon, I understand the main responsibility of Vice Chairman is to
maintain communications with local clubs keeping them
abreast of NAMGBR benefits and club responsibilities.
With the agreement of the board, areas I would like to
pursue would be creation of a “club of the month” section
on our new website featuring local clubs as information
is available and to pursue new avenues of membership
benefits.
If elected, I look forward to working with the
NAMGBR board and communicating with individual
clubs to assist in the continued strength and growth of
NAMGBR. Please consider me your “West Coast” guy on
the board…lol.
Don’t forget to submit your club’s ballot for this year’s
election which will be held at the 2012 AGM in Corvallis,
Oregon, on October 27th. Thank you in advance for your
vote for the position of Vice Chairman. Please e-mail me
with any questions you might have.
With regards & Safety Fast,
Jeff Taylor
jtaylor@righthandmotors.com

8
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Letters to the Editor
Robert,
My sincere complements to all those
involved in getting the MGB Driver out
every two months. You and I corresponded
a while ago about problems with damage
to issues sent through the USPS and CPS
to Canada. If you remember, I suggested
something like Pitney Bowes based on other magazines I receive that they process.
I just received my July/August issue and
to my great surprise and joy it was in an
envelope from Pitney Bowes and it was in
perfect condition.
Thank you for your prompt and
hopefully not too costly solution.
—Norm Peacey
Norm, we got lucky with our new
printer and the cost so we can now
put them in the plastic envelopes
which should greatly improve quality!
Hi Robert,
I enjoyed the how-to articles in the
July/Aug issue especially “Time to Alternate” article by Jim Lunson. Jim, there IS
an alternator available that maintains the
appearance of an original stock generator.
Don Allen in Florence, Oregon,
(541)902-2255, makes “Gener-Nator”
brand alternators built into a Lucas generator cases. I’ve not bought one yet, but
have several friends who are happy with
Don’s work for GM and Ford cars. Details
at www.gener-nator.com
Thanks, —Mike Joy
Robert,
I was glancing through the newsletter
tonight and read over the Basic B article
by Jim Lunson, where he states he’s “waiting for someone to design a modern alternator that fits inside the original generator body…” They’ve been doing that in the
UK for a few years. Here’s one link: www.
powerlite-units.co.uk/dynalite. Though
the price isn’t in the used GM Alternator
from the wrecker range, these things are
pricey, but they are available, and they
10

MGB Registrar
look original. Best of both worlds?
—Frank French
Thanks Mike and Frank! If anyone out there has used a Gener-Nator
or one of the Powerlite units, I’m sure
that the members would like to hear
about your experience and how you
installed it.

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar

Sent in by David Knowles:
SAIC USA recently opened its
new North American Operations
Center in Birmingham, Michigan
The center is only part of SAIC’s plan
to create a stronger connection between
the Chinese auto industry and the US.
The inauguration ceremony was held on
Tuesday, June 26th, and gathered senior
executives from SAIC Motor in Shanghai,
GM, important auto suppliers from China
and the States, as well as the Governor of
Michigan, Mr. Rick Snyder and Oakland
(MI) County Executive, Mr. L. Brooks
Patterson.
The 30,000-square-foot three story
building will accommodate 100 people
and focus on three important areas of the
company’s auto business: purchasing,
logistics, and technology and engineering.
By opening this new center in
Birmingham, Michigan, SAIC will have
access to a highly trained work force,
proximity to important auto parts suppliers and key global car manufacturers
such as GM. Cooperation between auto
companies from China and the US is of
utmost importance to the global automotive industry.
“It is clear to see SAIC’s determination to deeply cooperate with US businesses and SAIC will continue to promote the
development of exchanges with partners
in the US. I believe SAIC USA will enhance
the operation of localization in the recruitment of professional, technical and management personnel and actively expand
economic and trade activities,” said SAIC
Motor Chairman, Mr. Maoyuan Hu.
MGB Driver • September / October 2012

Latest news from Abingdon

H

ello there! I recently had a note
from our man in Abingdon,
Adrian Goodenough, informing
me that the annual works car show was
not without incident. Held at the old
R.A.F station, someone had provided
an MG hot-air balloon, which due to
the inclement weather, promptly capsized and went down in an adjacent
field! The British Military authorities
were not amused, as the flight took
place without permission, and traveled
over a static aircraft display! Some of
the ex-MG workers said that the balloon must have been made in China,
as everything else MG, now comes
from there!

The “English” MGB Limited Edition, which we have featured in these
pages before, also turned up and is
now under new ownership of Martyn
Lucas who bought it from the previous
owner who had it for 11 years.

MGB Driver • September / October 2012

Adrian wrote, “There were probably
150 cars there altogether, but the new
Chinese MG6 and the MGFs were separated from the old timers! The previous
day we witnessed a great flying display at
the airfield and then went for a meal at
the “Doghouse Pub” in Abingdon where
famous drivers such as Stirling Moss, Pat
Moss and many other notable racing and
rally drivers stayed and held meetings
prior to events.
I read the last MGB Driver with
interest especially the letter from Greg Slobodzian commenting upon the morale at
the end of MG production especially when
the Midget/Sprite line was shut down with
nothing to replace it. The writing was on
the wall and had been for some time! One
of the biggest problems we faced over the
years was with the shipping companies
who transported the MGBs abroad from
various ports. All cars leaving the works
went through very strict final inspections
and were then sent to another separate
line where Frank Stimpson and Fred Hays
fitted a plastic skin over the convertible
tops (I still have one of these ‘cockpit covers’ in my garage!). The cars then went
on to the waxing booth where a couple of
chaps would completely spray wax all over
the bodies. However, the undercarriage
was waxed by using an automatic spray to
coat the springs and all underneath items.
This was really thick wax and when due
for removal at destination dealers, took
hours using white spirit all adding to the
cost of dealer preparation.
The MGBs would then be driven to
the dispatch compound to await transfer to Abingdon railway station where
MG employees would drain the gas
11

Thornley, Syd Enever, and Harry Herring. Herring’s creation, EX 181 is on the table.

tank and remove the batteries and then
on to the docks. This is where we had a
lot of trouble! It was not unknown for
the “dockers”, especially at Liverpool, to
walk OVER the top of the cars rather than
around them and then steal anything they
could, which was not bolted down! There
was quite a lot of damage done before they
were even loaded on to the boat. As a result, we had quite a few vehicles returned
to Abingdon, but also Jack Butler the paint
shop foreman and a couple of his chaps
sometimes even had to go to the docks to
repair damaged cars.
Towards the end the American Dealers were not happy at being ordered to take
two TR7s for every MGB they purchased
a policy which was down to Lord Stokes,
and Michael Edwardes, whose policies
were determined to get rid of MG, and so
consequently quality control in the US
suffered. I still hold the belief that Greg’s
MGB left Abingdon with the correct
engine color so maybe we’ll agree to differ
on that one!”
Adrian finished with this comment,
“It wasn’t always doom and gloom at
MG and I enclose a couple of photos of
the works service department Christmas
dinner also a shot of John Thornley, Syd
Enever, and Harry Herring (the master
model maker) examining one of Harry’s
creations-EX 181! This photo by the way,
is signed by Stirling Moss.”

I received the following letter:
Just returned from a long weekend at
Le Mans, where John Yea, our MD, was
sharing a drive in the 1965 class-winning
MGB driven by Paddy Hopkirk and Andrew Hedges.
I really appreciate your help with the
MGB50 special book as we have received a
number of orders from the US since it was
mentioned in the MGB Driver.
Thank you and all the best,
David Savidge,
British Motor Heritage Ltd.
By the time you read this, plans
should be well advanced for the giant
MGB Birthday bash at Blenheim Palace
in September. They are expecting over
two thousand MGBs with 1000 signed
up already, as I write this! Thanks to
all those who registered their cars with
me, and if you have not already done
so please send me details.
That’s it for now – Take care and
belt up!

New Registrations received:
Erik Gebhardt - 79 MGB NY
Cathy Johnstone - 75 MGB BC
Phil Vernon - 78 MGB IL
Michael Gedeon 71 MGB & 74 MGB/GT MI
Gilbert Dupre - 74 MGB/GT TN
Bruce Cratty - 80 MGB’s (2) NE
Mary Hayes - 72 MGB NJ
Roger Clapp - 75 MGB MA
Don Cooper - 79 MGB MI
Roy Gavilan - 65 & 74 MGB VA
Paul Gaither - 73 MGB CA
Donald Watson - 79 MGB MS
David Bennett - 72 MGB/GT GA

MG 2012 Dillard, Ga
12
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From L.A. to MG 2012
Detroit and Back – By Myself!
Story and Photos by Zelda Davis
Southern California MG Club

Thursday, Day 1 May 31
Home to Ludlow, California:
179 miles, 3 hours by Google.
I removed the MG from the garage. I was thinking about the beginning of my previous road trips and
how the air was cool and calm with
birds chirping in the trees. I started
packing last minute items into the MG
going back into the apartment for my
white hooded Life Choir jacket. At 8:45
am, I drove to work with the idea that
the first and last 25 miles of a journey
are the most dangerous. “Be careful”
was the mantra going through my
head. While at work, I found it difficult to focus on tasks at hand. When it
was 5:00 pm, I had finished all tasks at
hand. The last hour was torture waiting for the clock to strike 6. Finally, it
was time to go. Once my office gear
was stowed in the car, I bucked up and
was on my way at 6:45 pm. I turned on
my special driving music assembled by
a friend some 20 years ago, and leaving
the job behind, I got into rush hour
traffic on Interstate 110.
Once on Interstate 110 heading
toward Pasadena, my new life began as
a traveler on the road to Dillard, Georgia. As I passed Interstate 710 Freeway,
I left the cares and concerns of daily
living behind. After merging with Interstate 15 North, I decided to stop for
gas. I did not see a truck stop, so I got
off Interstate 15 and drove into a Chevron station. When I got out of the car,
I noticed green fluid on the ground in
front of the car and could see a “drip”
and bent down to see where it was
coming from. It looked like the drip
was coming from a hose; I followed
the hose up and realized the need to
pop the bonnet. That is when I saw the
MGB Driver • September / October 2012

fluid below the radiator cap dripping
in a narrow puddle spanning about
four inches horizontally in the little
groove of the radiator. I called Adam
Lombard, Southern California MG
Club’s president to ask about the leak.
He asked me about the temperature
the gauge indicated, and if I noticed
any differences. None. Well, he says,
we could try replacing the radiator cap
and see if that fixes the problem. He
suggested that I find a Pep Boys or an
AutoZone. He said I needed to do this
quickly because at this time of day,
stores would be closing soon, and it
was around 8:00 pm.
Once at Pep Boys, I could tell the
sales staff was ready to go home. The
sales person could not find a radiator
cap in the system for my car and said,
“We don’t have the cap you need”
and started doing something else,
dismissing me. I jumped back in my
car and made my way back to where
I saw the AutoZone. As it turned out,
AutoZone did not have a radiator cap
for my car, but the sales lady was kind
in her response. As I was slowly walking back to the door, I was thinking,
somehow, a solution would present
itself. Because I was going to Dillard,
quitting was not an option. I whispered a prayer for calmness and clarity
of mind, thinking what my next step
was toward getting back on the road.
I recalled the Reno breakdown when
13

Zelda’s Enablers

JOE SIAM, chief mechanic,

STEVE GARTNER, created the

RICK ASTLEY, Mr. MG

BROOKS TWIST Figured out the
problem with my slow acceleration was due to a problem with the
throttle cable.

MATT DABNEY Called and
kept me calm regarding roadside problems.

RIC CLINE Installed the
throttle cable.

Owner of Checquerd Flag in
Chatsworth, California.

ADAM LOMBARD The one I
called almost every day of the
trip asking for his advice and
suggestions for dealing with
roadside problems. In constant
email contact the entire trip.
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“go box” of emergency roadside tools.

LLOYD FAUST Helped with the
heat issue by taping up the air
vents into the cab and instructing me on how to perform
surgery on the heater.

Electrical. Installed the cruise
control.

ELVIN DAVIS The one most

responsible for me wanting
to drive across the country.
Providing tips and suggestions
for driving; trying to teach me
to change the oil and change
a tire; and helping getting Mr.
Electrical to install the cruise
control.
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the car overheated and the MG Club
members gave me solutions dealing
with heat. I remembered that Steve
Gartner had given me a spare radiator
cap on that attempt to drive to Reno.
Where did I put that spare cap? I
located my metallic blue flashlight
and began unpacking the car, looking
for the spare parts box. The AutoZone
sales person offered to hold my light.
During our chat, I discovered that he
was off shift and was waiting for his
ride home. He was a nice person and
that simple act of kindness, holding
the light for me as I searched, helped
calm me down. An idea struck me to
call Adam. I explained to Adam that
there were plenty of different types
of caps in the store, but none for the
MG. Adam matter-of-factly said any
radiator cap that had a pressure rating
of 10 to 13 pounds would work. I went
back to the counter asking the sales
lady for a 10 or 13 pound radiator cap.
With Adam on the phone, I gave the
phone to the sales lady saying that
it was Adam, my mechanic. Finally,
she said, “If your mechanic will come
down and purchase it, okay, but I
cannot sell you a cap because we don’t
stock the recommended cap for your
car, it was a liability issue.” I gave her
my pitiful look and said my good-byes
to Adam. It must have worked because
she started inputting part numbers
searching for specifications on the
radiator caps that were on display.
“7 pounds; 9 pounds; 13 pounds; 15
pounds.” I said, “I’ll take the 13 pound
cap.” Which must have been code for,
“I will take full responsibility,” thereby
releasing AutoZone from liability. This
cap cost $6.45, and she had one of the
on-duty clerks put the cap on my car.
The AutoZone tech tested the
radiator for coolness of temperature
and he decided to wait before opening
the cap. He tested again for coolness
but there was bubbling and spilling – still too hot to remove the cap.
I began repacking the trunk. Finally,
the cap released without movement
of fluids, he put the new cap onto the
car. Afterwards, I hopped into the MG,
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turned on the GPS to get to Interstate
15 and turned on the iPod. Off I go, on
toward Barstow. I stopped in Barstow
for gas, this time for real. I popped the
bonnet and checked the ground and
radiator for green fluid. After fill-up,
I took another look at the car and the
ground underneath the car- no green
fluid! WaaaHooooo!
My initial plan was to try to make
it to Kingman or Williams, Arizona,
(400 miles from Los Angeles) before
stopping for the night. After the
radiator cap affair, my time line was
off. I mentally amended my plan to
make it to Needles, California. I was
feeling the heavy need to sleep, and I
told myself that at the next sign that
had a “bed” indicator, I would stop.
The next bed indicator turned out to
be a motel advertising rooms at $39
that was next to a tiny truck stop with
a Chevron station. I drove up to the
motel, and on the door was a sign that
read, ‘check in at the gas station for a
key’. The attendant said, “There is no
phone, no internet, and no clock.” I
asked, “Is it clean and free of bugs?” He
laughed and gave me a key and offered
me breakfast in the morning. When
I opened the door, the room was very
large with a king size bed.

Friday, Day 2 - June 1
Traveled from Ludlow to Albuquerque, New Mexico:
623 miles, 9 hours 36 minutes
by Google
That morning, I got dressed and
walked over to the Chevron gas station
and had a very good “Continental
Breakfast.” The oatmeal came out of
the machine as mush, ready to eat! Entering Arizona was uneventful. When
I arrived in Kingman, I decided to take
photographs of the area, and stopped
at the Visitors Center. Well, well, well!
There were mini-motorcycles gathered
in the parking lot. “Mustang” is the
model name of the mini-bike. The
Mustang is a starter-bike for children,
almost as tall as an adult’s knee. Amazingly, no children, just adults like us
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MG folks, who appreciate their first
bike the way we appreciate our MGs. I
took photographs and got back on the
road.
On reflection, the California and
Arizona desert areas are dry and hot,
yet I kept thinking about the folks who
crossed this area walking in covered
wagons that took sometimes months,
or maybe years to cross, and yet I am
able to drive across it in a few hours.
The back window is open, side
windows are down, and the top is
up. My hair is being whipped all over
my head, lashing my face. No matter
how I finger comb my hair it was still
being whipped into my face by the
wind. Meanwhile, the sky is becoming overcast and the clouds look thick
with moisture. Off in the distance, I
can see lightning. I called Lloyd Faust
to tell him that I would be arriving in
Albuquerque that evening and that
the cab of the car is uncomfortably
hot, and that the temperature gauge
indicates normal. The initial plan was
to meet Lloyd and his friend and drive
as a caravan to Dillard. Lloyd said he
would drive fast but he would keep in
touch by cell phone on the road. Alas,
Lloyd was unable to make the trip. He
agreed to meet me in the morning to
assess the heat problem.
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Saturday, Day 3 - June 2
Albuquerque to Elk City, Oklahoma; 432 miles, 6 hours, 54
minutes by Google.
Lloyd Faust met me at Motel 6 and
examined the car. Lloyd said it looks
like I have a heater valve problem. He
proceeded to loosen the screw on the
heater valve, pushed down on the
lever and tightened the screw to test
his theory. Ugh! The little lever moved
right back to its bad position. That
meant 200 degree water was circulating in the heater, throwing hot air into
the cab. He taped up the heat ducts
with gray duct tape on the passenger
and the driver’s side. He said if after
driving a couple of hours it is still very
hot in the cab, then your next option
is surgery. He explained in detail how
to disconnect the heater: Do not do
it by yourself; turn the engine off; let
the radiator cool; test the radiator cap
for heat; once the cap is cool, slowly
open and remove the cap to release the
pressure in the heating system; then,
remove this hose and that hose, and
be sure to keep the hose attached to
the heater end; insert a new 18” long,
one-half inch heater hose from here to
there. He also said that there would be
some fluid loss once the hose is disconnected because there would be fluid
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would be a mechanic to
do the job. Matt Dabney, another member of
Southern California MG
Club happened to call
and I told him what was
going on. Matt said that I
could use the old clamps
without a concern.
I get back on the
freeway, heading toward
Amarillo, Texas. At the
second exit in Amarillo,
I exited Interstate 40 at
what looked like a major
neighborhood shopping center. I pulled into
Heater surgery to help cool down the engine and the cockpit.
a gas station that had
in the heater itself that would drain
a service bay and spoke
out. Then tighten the screws on the
with a service person. “No, we only
clamps and you are done. Last thing
do oil changes here. Go up the street
to do is to check the radiator and add
about three miles and our other store
water to this line. Replace the radiator
has other types of services.” I saw a
cap. Turn on the engine, letting it run
Wal-Mart out of the corner of my eye
a few moments. I said, okay, I got it.
on the right. I turned right into the
Lloyd departed to take his daughter to
parking lot because I remembered that
a swim meet. I knew the drill… find
Wal-Marts have service bays. What did
a Pep Boys or AutoZone store before I
I see across the way? AUTOZONE!
leave town.
I made my way to the store. Once
In New Mexico, the ground is a
inside the AutoZone I said, “SAVE ME!
light salmon color with little hills and
I need a mechanic! Can you help me
valleys or darker rush colored soil that
find one?” The guys looked at each
is so brilliant; it looks like fire. As I
other and the younger one said, “Let
drove past Albuquerque, the humidme see what it is you need.” I showed
ity factor noticeably increased, and
him what was needed and after
the trees are growing closer together.
explaining what needed to be done,
American Indian influences are very
he goes back into the store and then
apparent in the building structures
returns with a heater hose and screwand statues, and in the use of the coldriver. Next thing I know, he is removors turquoise and salmon.
ing the radiator cap and unscrewing
In the afternoon, the cab was
the clamps, disconnecting the heater
still too hot. I stopped at a picnic rest
valve. He’s done!
area and called Joe Siam, my primary
The young mechanic was very
mechanic, and told him what Lloyd
proud of himself. He said that he has
said and Joe added that I could just
been at the shop once or twice until
leave it alone because I was probably
midnight trying to get a motorist back
feeling the heat from the engine and
on the road. The clerk at this AutoZone
transmission as well, so doing the
would not accept payment for the hose
surgery may not improve the temperahe used nor for his labor.
ture condition of the cab. Joe also said
Back on the road, now leaving
that if I decided to by-pass the heater,
Texas going into Oklahoma, the huit might be difficult for me to remove
midity factor is rising, the air is heavy
the hose. He suggested that I go to any
and hot, and the breeze is almost
gas station with a service bay; there
non-existent at 60 miles per hour.
MGB Driver • September / October 2012
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The brush along the side of the road
is beautiful to watch as the occasional
breeze blows across the tops of plants.

Sunday, Day 4 - June 3
Elk City to Conway, Arkansas:
419 miles, 6 hours, 38 minutes
per Google
Back on the road to Dillard again,
the roadside is greener. The trees are
closer together. I decided to visit Rita,
my pen pal of 30 years. She is only
a few miles away from Fort Smith. I
plugged in her address in Cecil, Arkansas, and I am on my way for a Sunday
afternoon visit. The car is running
fine. I have been maintaining 55 to 60
miles per hour. Did I tell you that the
speed limit has changed from 70 miles
per hour to 75 miles per hour? I intermittently used my hazard lights, when
in the distance behind me I spotted
a car or truck, to give them plenty of
warning to pass me because I was driving much slower. Thank goodness the
minimum speed is 40 miles per hour.
I exited the interstate before crossing into Arkansas. I did not remember
how much the road to her house was
like riding a roller coaster. A few times
my car was airborne! I loved the twisting roads, and drive up the hill, hit
the crest and I could not see where the
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road was going and then, airborne!
Downhill! FUN! I started laughing and
driving faster! Wheeeeee!
Leaving Cecil, Arkansas, the goal
is to make it to Memphis, Tennessee, is
still doable, but it started to rain! The
rain began to pour, the humidity in
the air was increasing and I did not
have heat for the defroster, so I slightly
rolled down the driver’s window,
getting wet from the droplets coming
in. It rained harder and harder. Next
thing I noticed were four separate
streams of water from the bottom
of the dash area into the passenger
side foot well. The igloo water cooler
was already open and I allowed the
water to drip into it. But, the top and
opening of the igloo was not wide
enough, so I shoved a ShamWow
cloth in the area. Oh, hey, what’s cold
on my knee? Yikes, it’s the famous
MGB-drip-on-the-driver-when-it-rains
drip. I’m scrambling trying to find
something within hand reach to catch
that stream of water. I only had the
placemats, so I put them over my legs.
The rain turned into a shower and I
decided to stop for the night. I landed
in Conway, Arkansas, 60 miles north
of Little Rock.
It seems like I am always up at
11:00 pm no matter which time zone
I am in. I keep trying to stop by 6 pm,
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but I keep driving because it is so light
out and then miss dinner. When I
finally stop, I end up going straight
to bed. I must manage my schedule
better.

Monday, Day 5 - June 4 – Conway to Nashville, Tennessee:
439 miles, 7 hours by Google
The Weather Channel indicates
rain all the way into Tennessee along
Interstate 40. There was a Family DolCracked windshield comes to life!
lar Store next door, I found ShamWow
and singing Chattanooga, Chat-tancloths and nail clippers, nail polish
remover, and a nail file. Now, I’m ready nooo-ga! Goodness, when I looked at
for the next rainstorm and a manicure. the road sign it said I was on the road
heading for Chattanooga, Tennessee!
Did I mention there was conI’m on the wrong road! I decided I have
struction? I went through yet more
travelled enough for one day and I stop
construction zones. Hey! What’s that
at the next bed sign and get a room. I
in my eye? I’m blinking, trying to get
was in bed by 10:00 p.m. I am making
that something out of my eye. Then I
some improvement on getting to bed
noticed, the scratch was not in my eye,
before 11 p.m.
it’s the windshield! For Real? Really?
Wait, was it moving from the last time
Tuesday, Day 6 - June 5
I blinked and getting longer? I felt
around for a pen and marked the end
Nashville to Dillard, Georgia:
of the crack. By the time I put the pen
287 miles, 5 hours, 32 minutes
down; the crack had passed the pen
by Google
mark!
I called Joe Siam. He said not to
I turned on the television for the
worry; the glass will not shatter on
weather report, to see the forecast,
you. Joe also said that I could make it
there are no storm sightings. Once
home with the crack. I got back on the
on Interstate 40, the pace picked up
road. Tennessee roadside looks like
with trucks whizzing past me. There
John Henry and his hammer had been
was more construction. I stopped for
through there. The lines on the mountain seemed unnaturally angled, as if
the mountainside had been carved by
humans. I sang John Henry he had a
hammer song as I entered Nashville’s
rush hour traffic. The road was severely grooved to accommodate tire to
road safety in bad weather. This town
must have bad rainstorms because the
grooves in the pavement made me feel
like tire to road traction was not there,
and the car felt like it was sliding, not
gripping the road surface. I could feel
the car going forward, and then I had
to correct horizontal movement of the
car. I focused on the car in front of me
and I found myself thinking about
the Chattanooga Choo-Choo song
On the way to Dillard, Ga..
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One of the many motels along the way.

gas in Farragut, Tennessee. There was
a guy at the station without a car and
he wanted to talk about my car, asking
all kinds of questions, following me
around the car as I performed tasks.
As I was cleaning my windshield, I
began to feel uncomfortable because
he was getting way too close. I put
the squeegee in the bin and said my
goodbyes and I hopped into the car
and drove off. As I was driving along,
something said, “Gas cap, gas cap”.
When it was safe, I stopped on the
side of the highway to check. There
was no gas cap. I got a plastic bag from
the trunk and found a cord to tie on
the plastic so that the gas would not
evaporate. I called to report the loss
and my solution. The immediate response was “NO! Put a rag in it.” So as
soon as it was safe, I stopped the car on
the highway. I removed the plastic bag
and tie and stuffed one of my drying
cloths in the gas tank. I secured the
end of the cloth so it would not flap
while driving.
That done; I looked back, checking on-coming before opening the
driver’s door, and that’s when I saw
the first MG on the road. The blue
MG pulled out of the passing lane and
made a safe stop a few yards in front of
me. He backed up to where I was. Yea!
I think, company! But alas, that MG
had an engine with more horsepower
and was capable of driving 70 miles
per hour; at the most I was comfortable at travelling 62 per hour. He did
20

slow down and at the next
rest stop and we both got
off the highway. I said, “I
understood if he wanted
to travel at 70.” Of course,
they dusted me.
The land is hilly with
trees, open fields, and
green grass. As I turned
off Interstate 40 onto State
Highway 441, the trucks
disappeared. The road
became two lanes in each
direction with even fewer
cars. My, my! This road
has become an afternoon
mosey drive in the country. It was peaceful. After climbing a
few hills and stopping at a couple of
stoplights, I arrived at the Holiday Inn
Express in Dillard at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Day 7 - June 6
Take care of broken windshield,
get a gas cap, take care of my
nails, register for the event and
kick tires.
I called the insurance company
about the crack and I used my 2011
Mutual Aid Directory to call a mechanic in the Atlanta area. He said
it would take several days for a new
windshield to arrive because it had to
come from Moss in California. The
only real problem: the police could
pull me over for a fix-it ticket.
I drove to the Dillard Hotel to

The perfect necklace in Dillard.
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check in at the convention. As I
was approaching the hotel door
I heard, “Are you Zelda from
California? I’ve been e-mailing
you.” It was Thomas George of
the Peachtree Club. He made
me feel right at home. I told him
about my need for a gas cap and
he told me where the vendors
were setting up on the show field.
Tom told me that only the Little
British Car Company was here
and he expected another vendor
Elvin Davis and his wife, Janet, and sister Maxcine
who might have a gas cap. I got
my packet and decided to ask one and her husband, Arthur on the way to the “Tail of the
of the ladies of the Peachtree Club Dragon.”
about getting my nails done. She
restaurant, the Toronto Club was being
said two towns south, and if I saw the
seated for dinner. I had met them at
Waffle House, I went too far.
MG 2010 in Belleville. We had a nice
As I was heading toward my car,
reunion.
one of the ‘Ask Me’ persons asked, “Are
you Zelda?” I said yes. He gave me a
Thursday, Day 8 - June 7
spare gas cap one of the members from
Drive the Tail of the Dragon, get
the Peachtree club donated. I could
car ready for drive to Atlanta
not thank him enough for the kindand car show.
ness and generosity of the Peachtree
MG Club. Of course, I still went over
Folks treated me like a celebrity
to Jeff & Jan Zorn at the Little British
because I drove from California by myCar Company anyway to see what was
self. Everyone that I meet was talking
new and interesting. I did purchase a
to me like they knew me. Most folks
sweatshirt that was a large British flag.
were shaking my hand and wanting
I went over to the two booths to look
to talk about my trip across county. I
at the jewelry and I found the perfect
gave them the abbreviated version of
necklace for my outfit.
what happened. I tell of my experience
My brother Elvin and his wife,
through deserts, lots of construction,
Janet, and my sister Maxcine and
rain, cracked windshield, and lost gas
her husband, Arthur, arrived at the
cap.
hotel and it was a nice reunion. Later
Today, I drove the “Tail of the
in the evening, I hooked up with Jay
Dragon” that boasts 318 curves in 11
and Gale Cohen from my club, the
miles with Jay Cohen. I drove up the
Southern California MG Club, and
Tail and Jay drove back. I really wanted
we all went to dinner with the Zorns.
to take photographs of the road as a
When we were on our way out of the

On the “Tail of the Dragon,” a perfect place to take pictures and enjoy the 318 curves in 11miles.
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Zelda’s entourage travelling to Atlanta.

Mustang motorcycles line a street.

passenger. The two-hour ride to the
Tail of the Dragon was beautiful, not
as curvy as The Tail but just as green.
The Tail of the Dragon road seemed to
be a man-made path through a thicket
of trees rather than a natural path of
animals. The Tail was just beautiful,
quiet, and green.
When we returned from the
outing, my brother decided to check
my MG. He removed the wheels and
cleaned the rims on both sides. He
declared that I was using my brakes too
much because of the heavy amount
of brake dust on the rims. He checked

my oil and we decided to wait until we
get to Detroit to change it. Boin-n-n-g!
What’s that? Heater bypass surgery I
declared and I proceeded to tell him
the story about Lloyd Faust’s successful
suggestion.

Friday, Day 9 - June 8
Drive to Atlanta and have fun
with the family.
Elvin gave me two walkie-talkies.
He instructed me how to use them. He
said the walkies use a lot of batteries,
so when one dies, you’ll have the other

walkie to use. Three MGs drive to
Atlanta to see family members, Kathy
and Sherman, and their girls Bailey
and Kayla. The trip was two hours
one-way and 228 miles round trip.
My brother told me that I could drive
the car at 4000 rpms with no harm to
the engine. We drove the speed limit
of 65 miles per hour all the way there,
with the lead car, my brother’s red car,
strictly adhering to the speed limit.
We did not want to make a three-fold
deposit in Georgia.
I spent time with my Aunt Myrtle.
It was her husband, my Uncle Gus,
who originally owned the first MG of
the family, the one that I am driving,
my 1974 1/2 B. Max and Elvin received
phone calls informing them that my
father was taken to the hospital. From
that moment on, all I was thinking
about was getting to Detroit to see
my dad. The trip back to Dillard was
uneventful. I was in bed by 10:00 p.m.,
nails done, and my outfit for the banquet complete.

Saturday, Day 10 - June 9
Shine at the Car Show, have fun.
There were 301 folks registered
with approximately 209 cars. The
weather has been wonderful all week.
The day of the car show was overcast
and around 90 degrees, with slight
humidity. It was a beautiful day for
a car show. At the car show, I used
my little dry erase board to list the
problems I had coming across country.
I was talking to the driver next to me
and told him about the difficulty in
depressing the gas pedal. He suggested
22

MGB Driver • September / October 2012

MGB Driver • September / October 2012

that I find and ask Mr. Twist for a solution. I found Mr. Twist but he never
did make it to my car. All of the men
were button-holding him. On the way
back to my car I found my brother
talking to a young man, and told him
what the problem was. Elvin said he
(the young man) could help me with
the problem as well as Mr. Twist. I gave
him that “you’re kidding” look. He
said he is Brooks Twist, Mr. Twist’s son.
The three of us worked our way back to
my car on the show field. Brooks said
we needed to figure out if it was the
throttle cable.
Brooks concluded that the
throttle cable was the problem, and
he explained how to repair the cable.
I strolled over towards the Moss representative and was yakking to Arthur,
my sister’s husband, about repairing the throttle cable. Ric Cline, the
Moss representative, overhearing our
discussion asked, why take the time to
“repair” the cable, simply replace it. A
new cable is $4 to $9 depending on the
MG. That was a no brainer and lucky
me, he had one for my car in his stash
of parts for sale. He also said that if I
could not get someone to install the
cable during the show, he would install it after the show was over at 3:00
pm. As it turned out, Ric installed the
cable. My old cable had two kinks. The
difference in pushing the accelerator
pedal was like night and day. I learned
that the throttle cable controls how
much gas flows into the carburetor.
When the gas pedal is depressed, the
cable pulls on the throttle and opens
up allowing gas into the SUs thereby
increasing speed. If there is a “kink”
in the cable, you feel like the gas pedal
23

fied at the near miss that the toll taker
told me to drive over to the parking lot
and get myself together. I called my
sister Max who helped calm me down
enough to continue driving.
The best thing that happen this
trip is that my brother Elvin had cruise
control installed. The cruise control
helped me to travel from Detroit all
the way to Omaha, without the constant use of my right foot! In one day I
drove 720 miles! I was not tired when I
decided “prudence” is the watchword
and stopped for the evening. I say
thank you little brother

Ric Cline installing the new throttle cable.

is sticking or you have to press harder
to go faster. With the new cable, I had
to learn how to drive the car all over
again because now it is apparent how
hard I was pushing down on the pedal.
While Ric Cline was installing
the throttle cable, he told me how he
re-builds MGs. Basically what he was
instructing me on was how to tell an
East Coast car from a West Coast car.
The main thing that I picked up was
the use of bolts and plugs on the head.
I have had my car since 2006 so my
car has become a west coast car thanks
to Joe Siam, my primary mechanic.
I asked Ric about the makeshift gas
cap. He said he would have put the
plastic bag over the opening and then
punched a hole to vent. During the
car show I finally met Lewis Blackwell,
from the Wichita MG club that I had
been e-mailing during the planning phase and drive to Dillard since
March.
At the awards program, we sat at
table 18. We were almost the last group
to get food from the buffet tables. The
food was wonderful. I ate so much I
was almost miserable. The food was
combined in different ways. Cheese
on Okra – Yummy! There were sweet
potatoes, white potatoes, greens, green
beans, and squash. I admit I do not remember every vegetable on the buffet
table and that I got some of everything
that did not have fish in it. The Dillard
House knows how to combine ingredients making ordinary food delicious.
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Thursday, Day 15 - June 14
Waverly to Silverthorne,
Colorado- 560 miles, 8 hours,
30 minutes by Google.
Tom Nadelhoffer, President of the Peachtree
MG Club presents Zelda the“Courage and
Determination” award!

After the show awards were over,
Tom Nadelhoffer, President of the
Peachtree MG Club asked the audience, “Is Zelda Davis here?” I stood
and went to the front of the room. He
gave me the award for “Courage and
Determination” mentioning my breakdowns and obstacles along the way to
Dillard. I was so nervous walking up
there, but folks cheered and hollered
as I returned to my seat.

Sunday, Day 11 - June 10
Get to Detroit to see my dad
who is in the hospital, Dillard to
the Detroit area, 684 miles,
11 hours, 17 minutes by Google.
On the way up to Detroit, I did
not have any problems with the car.
I discovered that I could do 4000
rpm, about 70 miles per hour. We left
Dillard at 5:10 am and arrived at my
brother’s home at 6:30 pm. Monday
evening, I visited my dad in the hospital. My other brother, David, brought
his girlfriend by, we had a nice chat.
While I am in Detroit, Elvin had Rick
Astley, author of the MG Electrical
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Zelda and Lewis Blackwell.

book, install cruise control on my car.
Rick’s book is sold on-line by Moss and
Amazon.

Wednesday, Day 14 - June 13
Leave Detroit at 4:00 am to Waverly, Nebraska which is
772 miles, 13 hours by Google.
I left Detroit at 4:00 am per the
instructions from the Michigan AAA
travel representative. As she suggested,
I started early enough to miss the
traffic into Ann Arbor, Lansing, and
Grand Rapids, Michigan. I also missed
rush hour traffic for Chicago and
Joliette.
The only really bad thing that
happened on the trip was outside of
Chicago, when I was trying to figure
out if travelers on Interstate 80 were
supposed to pay a toll because there
was a lane straight through, two fast
pay lanes, two pay lanes for cars, and
two lanes for truck and buses. I decided I should pay the toll and proceeded
to a pay toll lane. Next thing I hear is
the horrible screech of tires and the
sound of ABS! I look in my rear view
mirror and see a truck grill turning at
an angle, blue smoke, and the cab of
the truck going sideways. I was so terriMGB Driver • September / October 2012

I checked on the forest fire
north of Denver. I’m not sure about
the mountains in Colorado, so the
goal is to make it to Grand Junction,
Colorado. The danger of Colorado
is the altitude sickness. You must be
rested, because should you become
altitude sick you may not know it. You
would wake up in an altered state in
a hospital bed and pray that you did
not injure someone in the crash. I am
re-packing my car when a little girl
comes over and asks me if my car is an
MGB. I took a second look at her. She
appeared to be about ten years old. Her
mom was behind her walking the dog
and approached me when she saw her
daughter talking to me. It turned out
that they own an MG, and they were
on a driving vacation to see relatives.
When the dad came over, he asked
how was Dillard, he said he wanted to
go, but couldn’t. We had a nice chat.
I passed into Colorado without
incident. I arrived in Denver in the
middle of rush hour and decided that
there was enough light to make it to
Grand Junction some 200 miles away.
Meanwhile, I can tell the road is going
uphill. The GPS indicates more than
6,000 feet and climbing. The road is
becoming mountainous and I can see
there is a storm in the area, and the
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A new cruise control will make things go easier.

haze of smoke. The road is going up
and around a bend and I see a truck
laying on its side blocking the freeway
on the road into Denver. This is a serious traffic jam on the east side of the
road. The west side of the road that I
am on is still climbing. I can see traffic
on the accident side is seriously backed
up for miles. It looks like a parking lot
on the side of a mountain.
Toward what I hope is the top of
the hill, I notice that the gas tank is
half full. Do I risk the tunnel? I have
not seen a gas station sign in a while.
Hmmm, I see a gas station sign and
exit the freeway. That is when I saw
the extent of the backup. Police are
everywhere directing people to drive
this way (opposite to where the gas
station sign is indicating) I saw people
in hazmat suits, fire trucks; the works
when it comes to rescue workers. As
I’m traveling up the hill to the gas station, I realize the signs directing me to
this gas station are very small. I hope
I did not make a mistake getting off
the highway with the police directing
people in the opposite direction. It’s
getting Spooky! How far into the back
woods is this gas station? Finally, at the
top of the hill there is the gas station.
I gas up and notice the community is
cozy with its little shops and restau26

rants. This is a nice place to visit, but
the tunnel and Grand Junction are
waiting for me.
As I travel back down the hill to
the stop sign, that little red light comes
on and the engine cuts OFF! I remember Adam saying, not to worry, just
restart the car. So, I started the car and
the engine does crank over. I remember Elvin saying, just get it rolling and
shift directly into second. I’m rolling
down hill and the engine is on…go
into second gear! I’m still traveling
downhill to the next corner, the red
light appears and engine cuts off. I’m
stopped at the stop sign. I turn the key
give the engine gas and the engine is
sounding like it is not feeling well and
knocking. Is it the altitude?
The B limps back to the freeway,
which was easy because the freeway
was downhill. The engine noise does
not sound as bad when rolling verses
while standing still. I also figured that
this area is too remote if I need aid, so
I need to get through the long tunnel. Up ahead, there is the on-ramp
onto the freeway going downhill. I am
almost up to highway speed, and the
car sounds better.
I pass through several tunnels
before I get to the famous two-mile
long Eisenhower/Johnson Tunnel
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(11,013 feet – a tad more than 2 miles)
which is a fantastic hole in the side
of the mountain. The tunnel is very,
very, very, very long. Once out of the
tunnel, the grade of the road down is
steeper and longer than the pass on
the CA-15 and CA-5 combined. There
were three runaway truck ramps with
signs along the way that read ‘Truckers, use low gears’, ‘Truckers, long
grade, use low gears,’ ‘Truckers, four
miles of steep grade,’ Truckers, two
miles of steep grade,’ ‘Truckers, one
mile of steep grade.’ Near the bottom
of the grade, there was a sign that
appears to be a caricature of a trucker
with his hands up in victory. There
was one more sign, ‘Truckers, lost
brakes? Do not exit, continue on Highway 70.’ Guess what? I exited the freeway to get a hotel room, forget about
driving to Grand Junction tonight!
Did I mention that it started to
rain on the way down? I can hear my
sister saying, the first 30 minutes are
the most dangerous. Did I mention
that my back window was open? What
was I doing? I am FLYING down the
side of this mountain. If the items
behind the seat get wet, they get wet.
I’m very concerned about my brakes
because as soon as I slow the car to 60
miles per hour (the posted speed limit),
and take my foot off the brake the car
starts flying down the road, and yes,
I can see there are about six turns to
make. You can see the drop off! It’s
not a scary drop off, I’ve just never
experienced the need to brake at such
speed and wondering if my brakes will
control the speed of the vehicle. Those
warning signs to truckers did not help
my confidence. I noticed that the
Coloradoans are flying! Traveling in
excess of the posted “speed limit 60”
miles per hour sign. I admit that I was
having trouble keeping the speed of
the car at 60; meanwhile the Coloradoans are still flying past me. Finally,
there is a flat section of road and I see
there is yet another “put your chains
on area” and I pulled over into this
wide long area along the side of the
road. I stopped and zipped up the back
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and collect my feelings. Did I mention
that it was very COLD? I put on my
Life Choir jacket. I’m somewhere near
Breckenridge.
Deciding to get a room for the
night, now that was an experience.
Because I had planned the trip to
Breckenridge for the Club in 2007, it
seemed like a repeat. Unfortunately,
hotel representatives all said there is
a festival in town and they only had
suites available. What can you do but
pay the outrageous price for a room?
After typing messages for over an
hour, I had relaxed enough to go to
sleep. Suddenly, there was a knock at
the door. The person said they were
from the hotel and wanted to talk to
me about a “key” issue. I did not see a
badge or identification logo. I told him
that he must have the wrong room.
I was not going to open the door no
matter what. I called the front desk
and no one answered the phone. It just
seemed too strange. Another feeling
that I had to get out of town as quickly
as possible in the morning!

Friday, Day 16 - June 15
Silverthorne to Mesquite,
Nevada; 602 miles,
9 hours, 15 minutes by Google
The drive today through Colorado
was interesting. Beautiful hills and
more beautiful hills; tunnels and more
roads through mountains. Mountains
and more majestic mountains. Runaway-truck lanes and more emergency
runaway-truck lanes. Oops! Where did
the green mountains and color go? Oh!
I am in Utah, a state of more beautiful majestic rock formations. Did you
know that Interstate 15 in Utah has
a speed limit of 80 miles per hour?
When my car would do 65 and 70 for
passing, 80 was an impossible idea.
Did I mention that there was construction? Well, there was construction and
more construction.
I decided to stop before Las Vegas.
I stayed at the Best Western in Mesquite, Nevada. That is about 80 miles
north of Las Vegas and the south side
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of the Canyon where I can imagine
American Pony Soldiers being ambushed by American Indians. Consider
this, in the daylight, it is a beautiful majestic canyon. At night, it is a
winding, twisty road and my fellow
travelers seemed to be driving 70 miles
per hour around the curves when the
posted speed
limit is 55. In my
opinion, driving
that canyon route
between Arizona
and Nevada is
as memorable as
driving the Tail
of the Dragon.
The plan is to rise
as early as I can
muster (wake up
naturally) and
Zelda going home.
drive into Los Angeles. The earlier I
leave, the earlier I can get through the
Baker Grade in Death Valley before it
gets too hot to drive. However, I must
admit, after the Lloyd Faust surgery,
I have not had a problem with the
heater. So, heat affecting the human
will not be an issue.

Saturday, Day June 16
Mesquite to Los Angeles,
California 361 miles,
6 hours by Google.
I left Mesquite at 5:00 am. I
stopped at Baker to see the area. It was
hot, but not miserably hot, yet. Traveling the Interstate
15 pass was like a
slight bend in the
road compared to
passes in Denver. One thing
I noticed right
away was the
aggression of the
drivers. In Denver, it felt more
like folks were
sharing the road.
In the Riverside/
Los Angeles area
it was more like “get off my road!” The
GPS directed me to Highway 210 to the
605 to the 60. I actually drove where
the GPS suggested, which was a different route than I would normally take
from Interstate 15 down to the 60 and
home. I arrived home at 11:30.

2013 Annual General Meeting

By Tony & Lynne Burgess
Convention Coordinators

P

lanning is well underway for
NAMGBR’s 2012 Annual General
Meeting (AGM) which will be
held this year at the Hilton Garden
Inn, on the grounds of Oregon State
University in Corvallis, Oregon - about
90 miles (2 hours) south of Port-

land. The Hilton is the host hotel for
NAMGBR’s 2013 Annual Convention
being held from July 17-21, 2013.
A limited number of rooms are
being held for Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights, October 25-26-27,
2012 under the group booking code
of “NAMGBR ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING” at the special rate of $109
plus tax. The number at the Hilton is
541-752-5000.
The schedule for the weekend is a
“Meet-n-Greet” and informal dinner
on Friday night; tours of the facilities
and 2013 show grounds on Saturday
morning; the Annual General Meeting
from 1:00 to 5:00pm; then dinner on
Saturday evening.
If you have any questions regarding the AGM, please contact Tony Burgess on 614-899-2394, MGOHIO@AOL.
COM or MORRISMINR@AOL.COM.

Mike Hirschman of Maple Grove, Mn in Dillard, Ga. Congratulations on a great 1969 MGC GT.
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MG 2012 Report

By Robert Rushing

M

G 2012 – our 21st annual
convention – was hosted by
the Peachtree MG Registry in
the quaint mountain town of Dillard,
Georgia, just a stone’s throw from
the North Carolina boarder. It was
an idyllic location. No traffic, fantastic roads, mild temperatures, and
a very relaxed atmosphere. At first, I
thought it was so laid back because of
the Mayberry-like surroundings; but
in truth, it was because the event was
so well organized by the members of
the Peachtree MG Registry. Headed by
Tom George and Bill Gillson, the show
committee and all the volunteers did
an exceptional job of making everyone
feel welcomed and keeping things on
track.
The festivities kicked off on
Wednesday with registration and the
hospitality suite opening at the host
hotel, the Dillard House Resort. There
was even an early tech session by Barry
Rosenberg on carburetor repair and rebuilding. The day was also filled with
self-guided driving tours and catching up with everyone as they arrived.
Many participates took the opportunity to rinse the road grime off their cars
at the multiple wash stations set up
around the grounds (this was fantastic
– each station had signs, hoses, wash
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buckets, sponges, soap, etc; there was
almost never a wait).
Thursday was the first big day.
One of the most popular events of the
convention was the trip to Deal’s Gap
for the Tail of the Dragon tour. Attendees signed up for departure times
at thirty minute intervals so that each
group could be guided by a local member with an easily managed number of
cars. Another popular activity was the
shopping excursion to the resort community of Highland, North Carolina,
and craft lessons at the local Chatter
Box art store.
The two tech sessions for the day
were Suspension Tricks on the Cheap
by Barry Rosenberg and the standing
room only discussion on MGB history
by Peter Thornley, son of MG General
Manager John Thornley. Probably the
biggest event of the day though was
the trip to the Tiger drive-in theater
to watch “Men in Black 3”. Sure the
movie was a bit corny, but words just
can’t describe how much fun it was
to sit around with a couple hundred
MG friends, chomping on popcorn
in the cool night air, enjoying a piece
of Americana with our classic British
cars.
Friday was another beautiful day.
North American Classic MG Magazine
hosted a well-attended newsletter ediMGB Driver • September / October 2012

tor roundtable. The big tour for the day
was the Georgia Wine Highway, and
like the day before, groups left every
thirty minutes, with stops at local
wineries and artist shops. There was
another round of craft classes at the
Chatter Box and tech sessions back at
the Dillard House – Autocross Driver’s
Performance by Scott Bohannan,
Engine Rebuilds by Hap Waldrop, and
Tricks of the Trade with Glenn Lenhard. Speaking of tech sessions, the
new record holder for a tech session
now belongs to John Twist who started
his famous Rolling Tech Session at 9am
and continued on until after 5pm as
the line for his advice stretched across
the show field. A bonus activity on
Friday was the free (yes free!) autocross
and funkhana that was held at a local
industrial park. Members of the SCCA
came out to set up the track, provided
helmets, and took care of the timing.
Friday evening was the first of the
big dinners. When I say big, that is of
course an understatement. To start
things off, the Dillard House had one
of their pit masters out front with a full
roasted pig chopped up to hand out,
just to whet your appetite. Once inside,
all the tables were numbered and then
the numbers were drawn at random for
the buffet just to make it fair. Unfortunately, my table was drawn last. I was
full of dread thinking that the buffet
would be stripped bare, but I couldn’t
have been more wrong. The hotel staff
continually refreshed all the buffet
items so it looked like we were the first
to arrive even though 500 people had
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been ahead of us! There was more food
than you could imagine and the dessert bar was beyond belief – and it was
all good, home-made (no canned corn
or green beans on this buffet). After
dinner, the temperatures were so nice
and there were no flying pests, so all
the numerous parking lot gatherings
were well attended.
There wasn’t a cloud in the sky on
Saturday morning as the cars made
their way onto the show field. There
was so much room that there was
plenty of space between classes and
no one felt crowded. The concours
entrants got lined up, vendors set up
their wares, and the hotel put out
order forms for those who wanted box
lunches delivered. The valve cover
track was set up and the races were just
as competitive as usual. Later in the
day, the Atlanta Photography Salon
held a workshop on the best way to
photograph your car.
If you didn’t get enough to eat at
the Friday BBQ, then you were in luck
at the Saturday night awards banquet
because there was probably more food
than the night before. Just to show
how well organized the Peachtree
MG Register was, everyone got fed
(OK, stuffed), the awards were given
out, and it was still light outside! So
everyone headed out to do some more
socializing and enjoying the beautiful
weather.
Thus ended another great convention with the bar set high for the folks
out in Oregon next year.

31

MG 2012

Classes Results

NAMGBR
271 cars total

MGB MKI 1962-67 (17 cars)			
1st Gary Brown
Covington, VA		
2nd Douglas Forquer
Cleveland, TN		
3rd Josh Holland Bowling Green, KY

MGB LE 1979-80 (11 cars)
1st Eddie Cole
Walton, KY
2nd Torey Looft
Ames, IA
3rd Hiram Kelley Guthrie, OK

MGB MKII Chrome Grill 1968-69 (9 cars)
1st Linton Atkinson
Kennesaw, GA
2nd Seth Reynolds Laurens, SC		
3rd Ned Shields Owings, MD		

MGB/GT Chrome Bumper 1965-74 (26 cars)
1st Larry Norton Dacula, GA
2nd David Handley Strongville, OH
3rd Gerald Medford Simpsonville, SC

MGB MKII Recessed Grill 1970-72 (29 cars)
1st Bill Gilson
Marietta, GA		
2nd Bill Wilson
Kingsport, TN		
3rd Lou Ballard Hoschton, GA

MGB/GT Rubber Bumper 1974 1/2 (3 cars)
1st Gil DuPre
Chattanooga, TN
2nd Dennis Taylor Holly Springs, NC

MKII Honeycomb Grille 1973-74 (25 cars)
1st Chris Gore
Dahlonega, GA		
2nd Mark Jackwoo Watkinsville, GA		
3rd Jerry Patterson Claremont, NC		

Midget Chrome Bumper 1961-74 (8 cars)
1st George Chase West Chester, OH
2nd Jim McCartney Acworth, GA
3rd Morell LaRue Choctaw, OK

MGB MKIII 1974 1/2 – 76 (19 cars)		
1st Doug Wilson Williamsburg, VA		
2nd John Powling The Villages, FL		
3rd Randy Bentley Jacksonville, IL		

Midget Rubber Bumper 1975-79 (7 cars)
1st Bishop Tinsley Atlanta, GA
2nd Robert Benson Lorain, OH
3rd Jeffery Sigrist Zanesville, OH

MGB MKIV Early 1977-78 (30 cars)		
1st James Duke Memphis, TN		
2nd Doug Fortner Cartersville, GA		
3rd Rod Barkley Wadsworth, OH		

MG 1100/1300 – all years (3 cars)
1st Jim McCartney Acworth, GA
2nd William Fox
Fairview Heights, IL

MGB MK1V 1979-80 (22 cars)			
1st Barry Humphrey Hingham, MA 		
					

1st Terry McClain Charlotte, NC
2nd Bruce Cratty Omaha, NE
3rd Pat Wharton Rolesville, NC		

					MGB/GT V8 – all years (3 cars)

MG Modified, V8, V6, custom All Years (23 cars)
1st Chris Gore
Dahlonega, GA
2nd Mike Cook
Roswell, GA
3rd Steven Ward
Dallas, TX

		

Photo Essay of MG 2012
Images by
Charles de Bourbon

The perfect day and a perfect showfield. Fear of rain, heat, bugs, and humidity, never materialized. The setting for the show, sensational. The scenery arresting and glorious. The “Highlands” breathtaking.
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Registration
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Car
MG Show
2012 Car Show
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Autocross

Funkanna

Photo provided by Peachtree MG Register

Photo provided by Peachtree MG Register
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Drive-In Night

Tail of the Dragon
Images by the Peachtree MG Registry, because they’re so good.
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MG 2012 Concours Report

F

or a second year in a row, the Don
Hayter Top Point MG went to
Simon Dix of O’Fallon, Missouri
with a score of 953 points for his Flamenco Red 1977 MGB. Mike Olivia of
North Weymouth, Massachusetts received an Award of Merit for his Tartan
Red 1966 MGB and Glenn Lenhard of
St Petersburg, Florida won an Award of
Merit for his Primrose 1967 MGB/GT.
Honorable Mentions went to
Award of Merit
1966 MGB

Mike Olivia of North Weynouth, Mass..

Honorable Mention
1968 MGB

Tom and Jeanne Schmitz of Lillian, Alabama.
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Tom and Jeanne Schmitz of Lillian,
Alabama for their Primrose 1968 MGB
and Edward Long of Cumming, Georgia with a Tartan Red 1967 MG Midget.
A special thanks to all the judges
who gave their time to pour over the
details of these cars – James Woolf,
Chris Gore, Jay Franklin, Morrell
LaRue, Charles Long, Mark Woolf, and
John Mangles.

TOP POINT MG
Simon Dix
2nd Year in a Row!

O’Fallon, Missouri • MG Club of St. Louis
1977 MGB
953 Points

Award of Merit
1967 MGB/GT

Glenn Lenhard of St Petersburg, Florida.

Honorable Mention
1967 Miget

Edward Long of Cumming, Georgia
MGB Driver • September / October 2012
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Awards Banquet

Richard Litick
revealing Rick Brown’s
Sepcial Recognition Award

James Gietl from New Berlin, In.

James Wolfe

Simon Dix
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John Thornley “Spirit of MG” Award
LBL 591E was placed in
the prototype class of
competition at Sebring.
The painting was a
gift to NAMGBR from
the MG Car Club, U.K.
and the MGB Register
in England, presented
by John Watson, of
Abingdon, England to
the North American
MGB Register at MG 96
in Indianapolis, Indiana, it was decided to
be given on loan to the
current recipient with
the understanding that
it is their responsibility
to have the print at the
next years annual convention to be presented
Oscar & Diana Gonzales of Huntley, Illinois, hold the John Thornley to the next recipient.
Spirit of MG Award.
At that time, a
plaque
with a reproducBy Richard Liddick
tion of the painting is created and
NAMGBR Chairman
given to the last year’s recipient of this
honor, with their name and dates on
would like to congratulate Oscar &
it. This plaque is theirs to keep.
Diana Gonzales of Huntley, Illinois,
The NAMGBR executive, with
for being selected as the 2012 recipiinput
from coordinators, registrars,
ents of the John Thornley “MG Spirit”
chapters and members, chooses the
Award. This is the highest award
award recipient.
offered by NAMGBR. Oscar
and Diana have been very
active with their local club,
the Chicagoland MG Club
having served as officers and
in other positions for years,
as well as being members of
NAMGBR and attending our
events and others across the
country.
The award is presented
at the Annual Convention
yearly to the person(s) displaying the spirit and enthusiasm of MG. This award is a
framed original oil painting
by Dennis Wharf of the first
works MGB GT to compete
Bruce and Connie Wyckoff receive their permanent Thornley
in an international event.
MG Spirit Award.

I
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MG 2013 Update

1974½ MGB Registrar

Scott Perry
1974½ Registrar

J
By Jan Whittlesey
Willamette MG Club

T

he Willamette MG Club, founded
in 1984 and based in Salem, Oregon, is thrilled to be hosting MG
2013! We cordially invite the entire
MG community to the event to be held
July 17-21 in Corvallis, Oregon.
The venue will be the campus of
Oregon State University, mid-point in
the Willamette Valley, with easy access to many of Oregon’s wonders. For
those of you who have never ventured
to the west, you have a terrific experience awaiting you. Besides the car
show (on the grass in the Quad), we are
planning other activities: a Ladies Tea
(hats will be optional), a tech session
to watch the installation of AC in a
GT; a horticultural walk through the
grounds of the University, a Covered
Bridges tour (drives in the Valley
are indeed the best with twisty bits
around – dare I say it? – every corner).
More ideas are emerging at every meeting.
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Come early and/or stay late; Oregon has many wonders awaiting your
inspection. Newport and the coast are
52 miles (1 hour) to the west (one of
the loveliest roads in Oregon); Central
Oregon and the High Desert are 130
miles (2.5hours) to the east; Mt Hood
and Timberline Lodge (build by the
WPA in 1937 and declared a National
Historic Site in 1977) are 135 miles
(3 hours) to the north and east; the
famous Spruce Goose is just 46 miles
and a short hour’s drive away in McMinnville; and Crater Lake National
Park (one of my personal favorites and
hasn’t changed since my first visit in
1959) is 170 miles and a bit over three
hours to the south and east. Are wine
and beer more in your alley? The Valley has wineries and breweries galore!
Check out our website www.
mg-2013.com for more (and continuing!) information. From all of us in
the Willamette MG Club: COME TO
OREGON FOR MG 2013! We have
planned (and are continuing to plan) a
wonderful event for everyone.
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ust today I came across a beautiful
GT online and realized it had been
a while since I penned an article.
Truth be told, it’s been very quiet on
the 1974 1/2 front. I can’t recall the last
new VIN I added to the register and
having not gone to Dillard, Georgia,
for MG 2012, I missed out on what was
surely a great source of material. Adding to that, I sold my GT about a year
ago in favor of an MGC GT which I’ve
been slowly bringing up to snuff.
I miss the BGT, but rest-assured,
and I will own another ‘74.5 in Roadster form when the right car presents
itself. That could take a while and I’ve
got my hands full with work, life, and
the C, so I feel it’s time to pass on the
Registrar duties to another ‘74 1/2
enthusiast. E-mail me if interested and
I can fill you in on what’s involved and share your intentions with the powers that
anoint within NAMGBR. It’s
a relatively small contribution compared to other
posts, but I’ve enjoyed it
very much these last few
years and will remain here
to serve until we find the
right person to carry things
forward.
These are unique cars
and there are many topics
of interest to be covered
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and shared among the membership. Back to the pictured GT for
a minute, it is rare enough being a
‘74 1/2, but having the OD is a big
bonus. I speak from experience
when I tell you it’s a great option if
you do much highway speed driving or long tours. The seller took very
nice photos so I had to share them. It’s
a gorgeous example and fairly correct with the GT specific cloth faced
seating. I hope it ends up with an
NAMGBR member and we get to see it
at MG 2013 next year in Corvallis.
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Zinc Plating

Zinc plating with a brightener added can be very beautiful, along with providing
a sacrificial barrier to protect the underlying metal. The larger pieces are a pair of
HS2 carburetors for a 1974 Midget, the hardware has been plated as part of the
refurbishment.

This isn’t a cadmium plating line up, but they look similar. This happens to be the plating shop of
J&D Plating in St. Paul, Minnesota. Although it looks a bit rough, this is actually quite clean and
organized as plating shops go. J&D handled all the chrome plating on Tommy’s Restoration.
Article and images by Dave Braun
Minnesota MG Group

S

hortly after Jim Gevay introduced
me to the website www.mgexperience.net and while hanging
around there, I discovered that a few of
the forum participants were zinc plating at home. I had used commercial
silver cadmium (cad) plating to great
success on the restoration of “Tommy”
our 1952 TD, but when it came time to
start assembling “Maggie”, the “1970
MGB Wire Wheel Conversion that
Turned into a Restoration”, I found
that the local companies that provided
the service as late as 2007 were no
longer doing cadmium. Cad plating processes are fairly toxic, and the
companies all had decided to divest
themselves of the issues involved. I
assembled the suspension components (before I knew we were doing a
restoration) with cleaned and tumbled
hardware which I then painted, but I
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knew I needed to find a more resilient
method to protect the fasteners. Zinc
plating by the same companies seemed
expensive, and since I didn’t consider
it as tough as cad plating, I was somewhat disinterested. And then I read
the aforementioned forum posts about
home plating.
Cad plating offers a long litany of
technical advantages such as excellent
corrosion resistance (even at relatively
low thickness and in salty atmospheres); softness and malleability;
freedom from sticky and/or bulky corrosion products; freedom from stickslip thus allowing reliable torquing of
plated threads; and it can also be dyed
a variety of colors including clear (if
clear is a color); has good lubricity and
solderability; and works well as either a
final finish or as a paint base.
Zinc coatings prevent oxidation
of the protected metal by forming a
barrier and by acting as a sacrificial
anode if this barrier is damaged. Zinc
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oxide (zinc corrosion) is a fine white
dust that (in contrast to iron oxide or
rust) does not result in a breakdown
of the substrate’s surface integrity as
it is formed. Indeed the zinc oxide, if
undisturbed, can act as a barrier to further oxidation, in a way similar to the
protection afforded to aluminum and
stainless steels by their oxide layers.
The processes of cad and zinc
plating are basically the same. Parts are
cleaned of rust and paint, degreased
(including fingerprints and body oils,
in additions to the obvious automotive grease) and introduced to a plating
bath. The bath is a salt solution where
the pieces can be negatively charged
by placing the parts on a copper wire
or in a basket with copper conductors.
The parts become the cathode in this
system. Sacrificial anodes are introduced to the bath, and are also connected to bare copper wires. The anode
wires are connected to the positive side
of the power supply. The positively
charged anode ions are released from
the anode and the cathode attracts
them. The plating takes place at a
consistent rate based on the current
applied and the square inch area of
the part being plated. As mentioned,
while cadmium has more favorable
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properties, cadmium is toxic; and
zinc, while not as tough because of the
way it protects, is far less dangerous to
apply. This innocuousness makes zinc
electroplating suitable for home use.
Eastwood, the company that
markets the parts tumblers I use, has
an electroless process available in kit
form. The process uses several simultaneous reactions to throw the zinc ions
at the part to be plated. The reactions
are created when hydrogen is released
by a reducing agent, normally sodium
hypophosphite, and oxidized, thus
producing a negative charge on the
surface of the part.
To electroplate (which sounded a
whole lot more fun to me because you
get to play with cool power supplies)
with zinc in the garage, you can make
your own solutions using acids (like
vinegar) with some zinc pre-dissolved
by the acid to promote the plating;
salts to make the solution conductive;
and sugars to inhibit crystal growth
to make the plating finer, brighter
and smoother. As an interesting aside,
Epsom salts (magnesium sulphate) are
better to use than table salts (sodium
chlorine) because if you accidently
introduce too much voltage the table
salt will produce chlorine gas, while
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the Epsom salts will not! However,
I was looking for consistent results,
and one of the members of the MG
Experience forum, Adrian Page, of
Nova Scotia, Canada, pointed me at
two likely sources for my experimentation, Caswell and eBay.
Caswell (www.caswellplating.
com) is a company in Lyons, New
York, that specializes in metal finishing, from powder coating to plating.
They sell supplies, manuals and full
kits. I figured I was more than capable
of introducing variables in the process on my own, and I didn’t need a
clumsily made solution to contribute
to a lack of consistency, so having
a commercially available solution
was a plus. Caswell also sells several
colored chromate solutions that are
electroless, consist of a dip, rinse and
dry process, and mimic coatings like
yellow cadmium, silver cadmium,
An in-garage home plating system with 1-1/2
and black oxide; along with a zinc
gallon storage pails serving for both storage and
brightener that can be added to the
plating. Also visible is the lab power supply from
plating solution for a shinier finish
ebay, and the plating solutions from Caswell.
if you wish. The chromate coatings
serve two purposes, they make the
inches by 3 inches. The Caswell power
zinc look like several different types
supply seemed undersized to me, and
of plating through basically a single
half the point of this endeavor was to
process and increase the corrosion
end up with a cool power supply. This
resistance of the zinc plating to almost
is where Adrian’s recommendation of
the level achieved with cad plating.
eBay came in. He said he found a lab
Rather than buying a complete
power supply for about $90 that was
kit, I elected to purchase just the solurated at 5amps and 30-volts. I’m not a
tion and chromates from Caswell.
stranger to eBay; in fact half the parts
I picked the gallon and a half size
I couldn’t find for locally for the TD
because two gallon pails of solutions
came from eBay. I found a new power
would fit my storage needs better.
supply just like Adrian suggested and
The exception was the blue chromate
I managed to snag it for $75. A power
which was quite expensive, so I pursupply of this size meant that I could
chased the quart size of that solution.
use it for testing automotive and
Total outlay was about $140.
aircraft circuits, and use it for plating.
Zinc plating requires about
Even though the unit would seem to
140mA (0.14 amps) to deposit 0.001
be rated for 150-Watts, keep in mind
inch of material on a square inch
that the typical plating voltages are
of surface in 20 minutes. Any faster
much lower.
and you may find the plating doesn’t
Terry’s Hardware in Hastings
adhere well, any slower and you will
ordered for me several two-gallon pails
be plating forever. The 3amp, 15-volt
with matching lids, and a long roll of
power supply from Caswell would
limit me to about 21 square inches and zinc flashing for a total outlay of about
$50. The zinc flashing is 99.2% pure
cost $130. That would max out on a
zinc and is the stuff used to prevent
two-sided piece that was about 3-1/2

the formation of
moss and fungus on
roofs. By purchasing
it from the hardware
store I probably
saved $200 over
what Caswell would
have charged me for
the same amount.
Coborn’s food store
was my source for
five gallon jugs of
distilled (not spring)
water.
Everything
showed up in about
a week, but it was
several weeks before
I had enough time
The washer pump bracket for Maggie needs plating to protect the
to mix the solutions bracket, and because we can!
and try it out. The
timing happened to
members that even though Caswell
coincide with the period when Diane
recommends heating the plating
was in Mexico. She probably was
solution to 140°F, an aquarium heater
anticipating a stunt like this. During
wasn’t necessary and the solutions
our Christmas break she suggested I
could be used at room temperature.
install a sink in the garage (the garage
I formed a piece of 1/2-inch copper
is heated, so the sink is available for
pipe with flattened ends and drilled
use all year long). If you are considersome holes across its span to hold some
ing trying this yourself, running water 14-gauge copper wire which I previis handy for cleanliness even though
ously stripped out of Romex for the
Vyou are primarily using distilled wapurpose of conductors. I also cut-off
ter from jugs. You also need to be able
two 8 by 4 inch strips of zinc for anode
to measure accurately in multiples of
use and submerged the strips of zinc in
pints, and stir the resulting solutions
the plating/storage pail using the same
that show up in powdered form until
gauge of copper wire.
they are completely consolidated in
To ensure the plating will be
the distilled water. I’m not suggesting
successful, Caswell suggests that the
that you borrow any kitchen materials, work piece be clean enough to sheet
but if you do, it is probably best to do
water. If the water beads up, simply
so when your automotive restoration
clean it again. This is one of the cool
tools located in the kitchen are comthings about the plating process, you
pletely available for your use alone.
can back up and repeat a step if you
The plating solution is fairly harmless,
don’t get the results you expected. As
but the chromates aren’t. I wore a fulla test piece, I carefully wire wheeled
face respirator, latex gloves (although
and cleaned with Simple Green the
rubber would have been better) and
bracket that holds the windshield
an eye shield, just in case. Once all the
washer pump to the fender of the MGB
chemicals are mixed, and you don’t
and calculated the surface area as
have a bunch of splashing and stirring
about nine square inches total for both
going on, you can relax your precausides combined. I placed the red lead
tions.
from the power supply on the wires
Soon I was ready to try my hand at connecting the zinc anode. The black
plating. I found out from other forum
negative lead (not the yellow common
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A simple basket made from a butter tub and
some copper wire to use when plating small
items which would be too much of a bother to
thread or wrapped on individual copper wires.

After zinc plating, the shiny metallic.

lead) from the power supply I clamped
to the copper pipe from which I had
suspended the bracket. The bracket
was now the cathode. I should mention that the power supply came with
short, flimsy leads, so eventually
I built my own from some battery
charger clips and banana plugs I had
from Radio Shack using some 14-gauge
stranded copper wire.
The nine square inches times 0.14
amps per square inch meant my target
current would be about 1.26 amps. I
say about because I only approximated
the area, but the power supply is capable of resolving the current down to
.01 amps! Soon the part was effervescing and I could see the plating taking
effect. After 20 minutes, I rinsed the
part off in the garage sink. Although
the exact plating solution is not
revealed by Caswell, it is made up of
acids, salts, and sugars, and is no worse
to put down the drain than a good vinaigrette salad dressing, only it doesn’t
include any vegetable oils. The yellow
chromate is a 30 second application. I
rinsed the part after dipping in a water
solution that I can allow to evaporate
so the chromate salts are left behind
for disposal. A short stint under my
hot air gun and the bracket really did
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look like yellow cad.
Since then I’ve figured out that
I can use my smart phone as a timer
instead of writing down the time and
hoping I remember that I have a part
in process. I’ve also done a few pieces
that experienced a bit of bubbling or
flaking of zinc plate due to dirt, rust
or the plating speed being too fast
because the current was too high. The
neat thing is that I can use mechanical
means to remove the defective plating
and try again. It really isn’t very hard
to do so. The best results seem to come
from sand blasting the parts, but wire
wheel and tumbling also seem to do
an adequate job of surface preparation. I’ve also made a plating basket for
small parts by drilling multiple holes
in a plastic butter tub and weaving the
bottom with copper wires to allow the
pieces in the basket to be charged and
receive the zinc ions. Amazingly, the
small holes in the sides of the container allow the zinc ions to throw through
the basket to the work cathode pieces.
Zinc plating is a lot of fun if approached systematically. The garage
process will yield excellent corrosion
protection, and beautiful parts. The
Caswell solutions and chromates
mimic the look of various cadmium
MGB Driver • September / October 2012

plate without the expense of shipping all the parts in a big bucket to a
plating company, and then sorting it
all out later (been there, done that and
wore the t-shirt out!). The part prep
is little different than prepping parts
for paint and you can do other things
while you are waiting for the plating
process to complete. My total outlay
for the system is well under $300 and
will be useful for years to come. It all
stores in a cabinet until I need it and
the solutions can be rejuvenated if
evaporation occurs simply by adding
distilled water to bring the levels back
up to the original volume. And now I
have a really cool lab power supply to
play with as well!

MG 2012 Rolling Tech Session. John Twist advising the owner about proper MG maintainance..
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Tech Talk
John,
Many of my fellow B drivers here
in Dallas, Texas, echo my overheating
problems with my ride, my ride being a 77
B. It never seems to quite get to red but gets
too close for my comfort. Maybe it’s due to
our temps in this area. I had the radiator
cleaned and boiled, also installed a new
water pump; electric fan works fine. I have
thought that maybe one could add more
fins and a bigger tank thus expanding the
capacity.
I am sure you have talked about this
many times before so you might direct me
to the proper location to read about your
thoughts. Any help appreciated —Jon
Collins
Jon,
When the engine is tuned perfectly the best you can achieve is 1/3
of the energy at the flywheel leaving,
1/3 in the radiator and 1/3 down the
exhaust. When the car is not tuned
perfectly, you’ll get less at the flywheel and more into the radiator or
down the exhaust. So, the first thing
to do is to set the timing correctly.
Lately I’ve dramatically changed the
way I time our MGB engines. I now
set them at 32-degrees before top
dead center at maximum distributor
advance – around 4000 rpm, vacuum
disconnected.
You have twin cooling fans on
your car. Ensure that these turn anticlockwise as you face the front of the
car or the air will be pushed forward.
Even the newest MGB is now 32
years old. Radiators begin to lose
their efficiency. A re-core is very expensive at about $350; a new radiator
is much less expensive, but the new
radiators are much lighter than the
old ones. They probably won’t last as
long.
Water pumps always pump
water. Sometimes they leak or growl,
but they always pump (well, I’ve only
seen three or four exceptions in 40
years), so the pump is not the problem. The size of the expansion tank
is of no consequence as long as the
cooling system remains full.
Double check your temp gauge
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
by using a pyrometer on the thermostat housing or on the front of
the head just below the thermostat.
A reading of 190F equals a vertical
alignment of the temp needle. As
long as the car does not boil over
during operation then the engine is
not “too hot.”
John,
Are there sources that straighten or
repair rims? Are there used rims/wheels
for sale someplace? I have a couple of rims
that are not balanceable due to being out
of round. They are bent and dented like
the previous owner hit a big pot hole or
something.
Thanks —Ron Windemuller
Ron,
I have not found a competent
wheel straightening firm for our ROstyle wheels. I’ve tried several companies which do a good job cleaning up
the rim and painting, but the wheels
still wobbled. Remember that there
are two types of centering on wheels
– from the center hole or from the
lugs. Our ROstyles are centered on
the lugs. I once had a fellow inspect
50 ROstyle rims, grousing all the time
that none of them were perfect. If
you want to purchase used rims, try
Paul Dierschow at Sportscar Craftsmen in Arvada, Colorado.
Hi John,
I have watched a BUNCH of your
videos and am a fan just from those.
Here’s a question I can’t find the
answer to. I bought a 1980 B without
sun visors. I have the visors, but can’t
figure out the installation. I don’t have
a socket tiny enough to fit inside the
mount. Can you help? Sadly there is
no MG enthusiast resource in the Lubbock area. I have wanted one since I
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was in High School and have not been
disappointed! —Will Burks
Will!
Use a 1/4” drive 3/8” deep socket.
That will do you! I counsel my customer to simply remove them – they
foul clear vision through the windscreen – but in the Lone Star State
with all that sun..... Perhaps you’re
being prudent.
Hi, John!
First off, let me say that I wish I lived
near to your shop instead of in Washington State so I could bring my B in for
service. I have a 1974 B that is Citron. I
purchased the car many years ago because
it is virtually rust free and I have never
liked the color. I have the engine out to
rebuild and am considering painting the
engine bay with a new color so that when
(and if!) I repaint the car, that work will be
already done. However, a couple of people
told me that the Citron color is rather rare,
so my question is: Should I repaint my car
a more subdued color or are Citron colored
B’s rare enough that I should just swallow
hard, make a fresh pot of tea and live with
it? Thanks for your opinion and advice.
—Peter DuPre
Peter,
Some guys like redheads. Some
guys like blondes. Citron is one of
those rare earth colors like Mirage,
Aqua, Limeflower, or Tundra. In the
day it was called snot yellow (‘cause
it’s not green and it’s not yellow) but
with all these years passed, it is rarely
seen and fascinating.
I can tell you that changing
the color the car is a very difficult job
to do correctly. The trunk must be
changed and the interior has to be
removed to cut in around all the door
jambs etc. Me? I’m “Mr. Original.” I’d
keep it Citron.
The factory code is BLVC 73.
Paint codes include: ICI 8653; PPG
44947; Dupont 43276; Glasso Rinshed
Mason 6669.
Hi John,
I’m a new 1979 MGB owner

and found that the car has been
substantially de-smogged and many
lines and intakes related to the emission controls have been blocked and
plugged. I have a two-part question.
I’m wondering how much of these
changes are affecting the performance
of my Zenith carburetor and should I
just leave it alone, though it looks unsightly and unusual. My second question is, if I choose to remove all smog
related apparatus from the engine
and manifold, do you think a Weber
carburetor is a reasonable alternative
that will require less maintenance.
Thank you and I enjoy your videos.
—Peter
Peter,
There are three large sections
of the smog system. One is the air
pump; one is the Positive Crankcase
Ventilation system; and one is the
Evaporative Loss Control System.
The car does run better with the air
pump and its associated plumbing
removed. But, the remainder of the
system is passive, does not impact
performance, and should be left in
place.
If you will send me digital
pictures of your under bonnet and
then call me at tech time, I can go
over each hose and tell you if and
where it should be connected. You
may also find some of my YouTube
videos helpful – search YouTube for
universitymotorsltd and scan the
titles.
John,
Question: How much should I expect
to pay for a really serious engine rebuild? Do you know of a good shop in
the Denver area? —Bob
Bob,
Including a new clutch,
installation, and tuning, you could
spend as much as $5,000. We are in
the $4000 -$4500 range here. You
have the wonderful advantage of
having Sportscar Craftsmen in Arvada. They are an excellent shop.
      

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
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Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads.
Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to mgslime@swbell.net
or 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing and may be edited for content. •Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads
run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable.
The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1980 MGB LE – Black/Black, 86,000 miles;

• Our Valued Supporters •

Overdrive, body in good condition, runs well, new
Robbins top zip-out rear window; garaged, well
maintained, Weber carb, new tires, GT rear springs.
$8500. Karl Schad, (540) 334-2915 VA
1091012

1979 MGB – Red, 2000 miles on rebuilt engine

and carb. New mag wheels on splined hubs, new
windshield, and lots of other new stuff. Zip-out
back window; electronic overdrive. Runs great,
clean, no rust. Very good condition. All repairs
and maintenance documented. $7000; contact
Jim at (217) 417-9012 or jmzivic@yahoo.com
IL
070812

1974 1/2 MGB/GT – Wire Wheels, good glass

and chrome; complete vehicle; very restorable.
Will e-mail pictures; asking $1500. (517) 849-0042
or dvanwyck@dmcibb.net MI
070812

1970 MGB – Black Tulip with overdrive. Limited

1970 MGB/GT— No rust; recent engine rebuild

with new clutch. Has overdrive, newer paint,
redone interior, rebuilt rear suspension with tube
shocks, new windshield, and re-chromed rear bumpers. Reason for selling: old age – mine not the
car’s. Larry Englund (541) 997-3356 OR 050612

1963 MGB — Just in time for the 50th an-

niversary of the MGB! Tartan Red/Black, early
pull-handle survivor (GHN3L1864) built October
1962, second month of production, registered as
1963 since new. Heritage Certificate included.
Runs great, five good wire wheels with new tires
and tubes; rebuilt front end with new springs and
shocks all around. Rebuilt carbs, new clutch master, new brakes, new battery, new hoses, belts, new
correct style gas tank, and new exhaust. Partial
new interior and tonneau, needs top. Single fog
lamp, leather tie down strap on bonnet, restored
1963 Texas plates. Lots of patina and charm.
$7000 obo – Dave Renner, (713) 683-0384
or (713) 301-7620, drenner@sbcglobal.net TX 030412

Edition wheels; English Sun Fast top; chrome
1972 MGB – Clean, runs well, always garaged;
rear luggage rack; automatic electric fan; car was
new tires, soft top plus hard top; loads of new parts
stripped down to bear metal no Bondo found; full
– clutch units, spare windshield, seats, spare short
tonneau cover. Speedo reads 34,636; I have put
block; HD Moore - $6000 obo.
about 4000 miles on the car since it was purchased
(508) 477-5657 or captdoug38@aol.com MA 010212
seven years ago from Texas. Interior has no sun
damage which makes me think the mileage may
WANTED
be correct but that no guarantee. Runs well but
needs to be used. Would sell for $6,000 or trade for Wanted NOS Lucas headlight switch for a 1970
a decent MGB GT. Contact MDGIGEOFFREY@
MGB and a Speedo head. Both in good working
AOL.COM
SC
070812
order.
Contact: MDGIGEOFFREY@AOL.COM SC
111211
1979 MGB – Carmine Red/Black – MG 2005 conPARTS FOR SALE
cours entry with only 23k original miles; scored
951 points out of 1000. Runs like the day I bought Midget Parts - convertible top with hardware (new)
it, excellent motor and transmission. $11,500; con- 1975-79; front rubber bumper (new); luggage rack
tact Greg Slobodzian at (435) 752-8404 or (435)
(used); seat belts 2 (new - 1975-79); dahs with gauges/
881-6523; gslobodzian@msn.com
UT 050612
switches (used - good condition). Call for prices.
Jack Johnson, (386) 574-6147 FL 070812
1978 MGB— Orange/Black, freshly restored
NOS Lucas Switches – Parts 30580, 37H8522
with new carpet, new top, new tires, Peco exhaust,
MGB 1972-74 wiper switch, $150; Parts SQB191,
rebuilt twin HS4 SUs, new paint, new wiring har37H8521 MGB 1972-74 turn signal and flash, $150.
ness, Kent 714 cam; beautiful car and runs great!
Wiper switch for 1978-79 Midget and 1978-80 MGB,
Asking $8500, contact John Mangles at (314) 426$100; part SQB194 turn, horn, and high beam for
1600 or mgdoc@sbcglobal.net MO 050612
1977-80 MGB, $150. John Morris (954) 895-1163 or
jmo3449456@aol.com
FL		
030412
1974 MGB— Citron; no rust and new paint;
recently rebuilt engine with several upgrades;
Custom MGB Windshield - New chrome plating
overdrive, new dashboard and interior with new
on a refurbished frame. New Moss Triplex glass
Stayfast top. Chrome bumper car. Reason for sellassembled in the frame with a new seal. $985 plus
ing: old age – mine not the car’s. $10,000 – Larry
shipping. Roger at (763) 420-8159 or rljlolson@
Englund (541) 997-3356 OR 050612
embarqmail.com
MN@comcast.net MN
030412

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

MGB Seat Set – New imported custom upholstery

professionally installed over new foam and seat
webbing on refurbished frames. The set includes
new teardrop style head rests. Black with Red piping. Complete and ready for installation. $1125 plus
shipping. Roger at (763) 420-8159 or rljlolson@
embarqmail.com
MN		
030412

Where 2 ‘B
Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2012

Where 2 ‘B

• Sept 15-16......... Classics on the Green, New Kent, VA • www.classicsonthegreen.com
• Sept 15-16......... English Motoring Conclave, Arvada, CO • www.thecoloradoconclave.com
• Sept 16.............. Classics on the Green, New Kent, VA • www.classicsonthegreen.com
• Sept 20-22........ Put-in-Bay Road Race, Sandusky, OH • www.pibroadrace.com
• Sept 22.............. Autumn in the Mountains, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccwnc.org

• Sept 1................ British Car & Bike Show, Rugby, TN • www.pbcctn.org

• Sept 22.............. British Motor Car Day, Newburgh, IN • www.sirbrit.com

• Sept 2................ Sportscar Show, Lancaster, NY • www.buffalomg.com

• Sept 23.............. MGB 50th Anniversary Party, Blenheim Palace UK

• Sept 2................ British Car Show, Kansas City, MO • www.kcallbritish.com

• Sept 29.............. MG on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimore.com

• Sept 6-9............ MG Collier Cup Race, Watkins Glen, NY • www.mgvr.org

• Sept 29-30........ British Car Days, Round Rock, TX • www.txabcd.org

• Sept 7-8............. Brits in the Ozarks, Fayetteville, AR • www.britishironnwa.org

• Oct 5-6.............. British Car Show, Memphis, TN • www.memphisbritishcars.org

• Sept 8................ Fallfest 2012, Bridgewater, NJ • austhealey@aol.com

• Oct 6................. Fall Out 2012, Winona Lake, IN • www.nilbmc.org

• Sept 8................ British Car Show, El Segundo, CA • www.automobiledrivingmuseum.org

• Oct 13............... British Car Show, Nashville, TN; • www.nashvillebritishcarclub.org

• Sept 9................ Chicagoland British Car Festival, Palatine, IL • www.britishcarunion.com

• Oct 19-20.......... British Car Festival, Fairhope, AL • www.sabcc.org

• Sept 9................ Boots & Bonnets MG Show, El Segundo, CA • www.socalmgclub.org

• Oct 20............... British Car Day, Mt Pleasant, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com

• Sept 15.............. British Car Day, St Louis, MO • www.allbritishcarshow.com

• Oct 27............... British Car Day, Mt Pleasant, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com

• Sept 15.............. Brits on the Beach, Ocean Grove, NJ • www.pedc.org

• Oct 27............... Brit Bash, Vero Beach, FL • www.mgcarclubflorida.org

• Sept 15.............. British Car Show, Delaware City, DE • www.bccdelaware.com

• Oct 27............... British Field Meet, Safety Harbor, FL • www.tbahc.com

• Sept 15-16......... English Motors at Fairbrook Farms, • San Diego County, CA • nealw@san.rr.com

• Nov 1-4 ............ MG Jamboree, Homosassa, FL • www.fsmgcc.com

• www.mgb50.com

• Sept 15-16......... British Car Roundup, Clovis, CA • www.valleybritish.org

Of all the things you could have done in Dillard during MG 2012, like horseback riding, hiking,
drive with your spouse through the highlands, and explore back roads. There is one thing that is
very rarely mentioned. A van to go shopping. This is never mentioned, just understood.

Valve cover racing has become a very intense science. There were very close races that
required the scrutiny of a spotter on the ground, a lineman, a photo finish, and a group
of official spectators/spotters. A lot of fun leaving rivalries for Oregon at MG 2013.
The challenge goes out to you.
Do you have what it takes to create a valve cover racer that can be a champion?

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P.O. BOX 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055

