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Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

W

The Inside Line

hat a trip! That’s the first time
I’ve driven that distance in
any car – more or less a 40
year old MGB. I covered over 4000
miles across some of the most beautiful landscapes that I have ever seen.
Other than a big radiator leak and my
windshield getting cracked in a hailstorm on the way home, the car ran
great. OK, OK, the wire on my starter
kept coming off, but that was pretty
minor and my fault for not crimping it
on better.
I mean, I’m really surprised that
was the extent of my problems. I try to
keep my car in tip-top shape; but after
twenty-six years of owning it and a
huge number of breakdowns over that
time, it’s hard not to be paranoid…
Also, to prove how crazy we are,
Simon Dix in his Top Point MG,
John Mangles in his MGA V8,
and me in my B drove 1100 miles
in one day to get back to St Louis
early. However, it just goes to show
how great a car the MGB is and you
can definitely say the same thing
about the Midget because Ralph
Brown drove his 1969 Midget all
the way from New Jersey, taking
first in his class and Chairman’s
Choice.
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Robert Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
Now back to business. I’ve
received a number of entries for the
Cover Girl contest for the November/
December issue. It’s pushing it a bit,
but you can still enter if you can get
me your photos by September 16 we
should be able to fit it into the contest.
In addition, the annual tech issue is
coming in January. If you have any
articles on repairs that you’d like to
share, please send them into me.

Robert
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ow, MG 2011 was a fantastic
event. I hope all of you that
attended had a great time.
The Tri-Properties complex, the City
of Reno, the tours, the tech sessions,
the vendors, the regalia items, Register
Night, Night at the Museum, the Car
Show, and the Awards Banquet were
just some of the things we enjoyed
– not to mention the fabulous weather.
I’d like to thank my fellow members of the MG Council that worked
on putting this event together over the
past five years. Starting with our own
Rick Ingram, the MG Council’s Executive Director for “Herding the Cats”
and followed by MGB Register Convention Coordinator Tony Burgess, the
Council’s Treasurer for the thousands,
that’s right thousands of hours spent
helping organize this All Register
event. I am convinced that Tony does
not sleep, his brain never shuts down,
constantly looking ahead, compiling
spreadsheets listing any possible question one of us may have.
I also want to thank the Reno
British Car Club, one of NAMGBR’s
local chapters and especially, Gene de
Ruelle, the club’s president, for allowing his home to become a satellite UPS
drop zone for what I am sure seemed
like hundreds of boxes of items for the
auction, the goodie bags, and more. A
big thanks goes out to the club’s members for stuffing the goodie bags and
for putting together the self guided
tours to places like Virginia City, Lake
Tahoe, and other near by attractions.
I want to continue with the accolades to the NAMGBR members,
officers, and coordinators that helped
at the event. Denny Elimon, our
secretary, never left the NAMGBR
table signing up thirty new members,
if I am not mistaken. Connie & Bruce
Wyckoff spent a good part of their
time selling the new line of NAMGBR
regalia items. Dick Brown, along with
Dave Mullens, stepped up to the plate
and helped layout our portion of the
MGB Driver • September / October 2011

Richard Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
show field. Alan & Laura Magnuson
acted as two of the Concours judges,
along with Jeff Taylor. Numerous
members helped by parking cars on
the show field, so many that I could
not name them all. All the while, Kim
& Charles de Bourbon were running
from event to event snapping photo’s
for the MG 2011 video, which is available by going to www.mgnetwerks.
com. Chaz even got airborne for an
aerial shot of the show field. I am sure
I left out a few people, trust me it is not
intentional. Finally, I want to thank
my best friend Kathy McHenry and my
number one girl, Kryssa McHenry, for
helping out at registration, with MG
2011 regalia sales and organizing and
handing me the awards for presentation at the banquet.
Saving the best for last, congrats
to Bruce & Connie Wyckoff, they were
selected to receive NAMGBR’s highest
award, the John Thornley “MG Spirit”
Award for 2011. Both Bruce and Connie have been active in NAMGBR since
the beginning. Bruce served as the first
Vice Chairman, Midget Registrar, Mutual Aid Directory Coordinator, and
was Chairman for two terms. In addition, Bruce and Connie have attended
every NAMGBR convention. Connie is
our current Regalia Coordinator. Talk
about “MG Spirit” look it up and their
picture is in the dictionary.
Now, for those of you that missed
all of the fun at MG 2011, don’t
despair, MG 2012 is just around the
corner. The Peachtree MG Registry will
host the 21st Annual MGB Register
Convention, June 6-10, 2012, in Dillard, Georgia. Make your plans now
for what will be another unforgettable
MG experience.

Richard
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Vice Chairman

T

he “all-MG” convention in Reno
was just fantastic, as you’ll see
throughout this issue of the MGB
Driver. This every-five-year event
brings together MG owners of all
types, and it’s just a joy to see so many
in one place. If you couldn’t get to
Reno, start thinking now about getting to MG2016 – venue if we don’t yet
know where it will be!
Of course we DO know when and
where next year’s North American
MGB Register event will be held: June
6-10, 2012, in Dillard, Georgia. Put
MG2012 on your schedule now because our host club, the Peachtree MG
Registry, already has the plans well
under way, and it’s shaping up to be a
wonderful time.
If you want to get a “sneak
preview” of the location, consider
attending NAMGBR’s Annual General
Meeting on Saturday, November 5,
at The Dillard House Resort, which
will be the host hotel for next year’s
convention. All NAMGBR members
are welcome, and affiliated clubs are
encouraged to send delegates to the
meeting, if possible. (In case you didn’t
know it, NAMGBR’s annual business
meeting is held each fall at the location of the following summer’s event.)
Dillard, located just south of the North
Carolina border in the foothills of the
Smoky Mountains, looks like a terrific
place for MGs, so I’m looking forward
to checking it out.
I live in the northeast, so fall is
just about my favorite time of year for
driving the MGB. OK, so really I love
driving it any time … but there’s something special about getting it out with
the top down on a sunny but slightly
crisp autumn day when the sky is
perfectly blue and the hills around
here are fully enflamed with a riot of
fall color.
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From the Treasurer

T

Kim de Bourbon
Vice Chairman
NAMGBR
Finding that perfect day is hit-ormiss, but some years it just works out
right that I have time for a long drive
to a great destination on a day when
the weather is just perfect. While
some years I have to make do with an
overcast sky or just a short drive on my
favorite two-lane windies … but a fall
foliage drive is always on my agenda
this time of year.
A reminder that NAMGBR needs
your help to keep going and growing:
• Give a membership application
to your club’s new members.
• At British car shows, put
NAMGBR applications in every
MGB, Midget, and MG 1100/1300.
• You know that free copy of the
MGB Driver that gets sent to your
club? Make sure it shows up at club
meetings and gets passed around.
• Make sure the NAMGBR logo is
on your club’s website, with notice
that you are an affiliated club and
a link to www.namgbr.org.
• Your affiliation with NAMGBR
also should be a standing element
in your newsletter, along with an
invitation to join.
Email me for clean PDF or JPG
copies of the NAMGBR logo and upto-date promo ad. I can also send you a
print-quality PDF of a NAMGBR membership application, which includes
information about the organization.
Just email me at vicechairman@
namgbr.net

Kim
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he North American Council of
MG Registers and the Reno All
British Car Club were delighted to
host you at MG 2011! NAMGBR had
a contingent of over 400 participants
from the USA, Canada, and England,
who shared the Marque of Friendship
experience amidst the scenic beauty
and history of the area.
MGs of all vintages were seen circling Lake Tahoe, stopping for pictures
with the lake and snow capped peaks
as the backdrop! Members enjoyed
the views of Pyramid Lake and Squaw
Valley, site of the 1960 Winter Olympics. More than a few conversations
brought up the TV series Bonanza and
the Cartwright family while touring
Tahoe, Virginia City, Carson City ,and
the US Mint. Our travel group enjoyed
driving the Rallye to Reno on US Highway 50. We stopped to take a look at
the historic buildings in the five towns
on the Loneliest Highway in North
America.
MG 2011 had many vendors set
up in the Registration area and at the
Car Show. NAMGBR had the largest
number of registered cars attending
MG 2011, approximately 250, including 46 MGB/GTs! We celebrated
NAMGBR’s 20th Anniversary with
special regalia and 250 attending the
NAMGBR dinner.
Paul Plummer and Brian Woodhams, MG Car Club Overseas Directors
(present and past) who came to share

Alan Magnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR
our North American MG experience,
send greetings to each of you.
On the business side, for the three
quarters of our fiscal 2010-2011 year,
income from new members, dues
renewals, and regalia sales have been
similar to 2009-10. We have had onetime expenditures as our membership
celebrates NAMGBR’s 20th Anniversary. We have the Anniversary t-shirts,
key fobs, beverage holders, and many
other exciting items for you to show
your support of the Register.
NAMGBR and the Peachtree MG
Registry, Ltd. are preparing for MG
2012 in Dillard, Georgia. Your board
will visit the site of NAMGBR’s 2012
major event during our Annual General Meeting, November 4-5, 2011. As
we approach the AGM, please update
your club information so that we have
your current information as we enter
our October fiscal year. The finances
of the Register are open to all, at any
time. If you would like a copy please
send me a self addressed stamped
envelope.
Thank you for the opportunity to
serve as your Treasurer since the 2006.

North American MGB Register - Balance Sheet as of July 22, 2011

Current Assets
Bank Accounts
Total Bank Accounts
Accounts Receivable
Total Accounts Receivable
Undeposited Funds
Total Other Current Assets
Total Current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

77,468.19
77,468.19
7.00
$
7.00
0.00
$
0.00
$ 77,475.19
$ 77,475.19
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Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Total Accounts Payable
$
0.00
Total Current Liabilities
$
0.00
Total Liabilities
$
0.00
Equity
Opening Bal Equity		
40,494.05
Retained Earnings		
40,562.96
Net Income		
-3,581.82
Total Equity
$ 77,475.19
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
			$ 77,475.19
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Letter of Intent — Chairman

Secretary’s Report

M

G 2011 was a terrific event!
Participants truly enjoyed
their time during the event
as well as traveling to and from it. A
special note of thanks to everyone that
contributed to MG 2011. The time and
efforts provided by all register members during the event produced for all
participants a lasting memory.
One comment during MG 2011, I
continued to hear a wide variety and
overall quality of the cars participating. Several participants noticed that
there were no 1100/1300 MGs at the
show. So you 1100/1300 owners – we
want to hear from you! We would love
to have you join us next year.
Local vacationers staying at the
Tri Properties continually ask participants questions regarding the event
and especially on the cars. We left a
lasting inspiration at Reno!
Our annual election of officers,
clubs need to be reminded to submit
their re-affiliation forms. Club forms
are available online. Re-affiliation will
ensure that your club will receive the
election ballots and complimentary
MGB Driver magazine. Club Officers
are encouraged to take time to prepare
and to return the ballots. If your club
has not recently re-affiliated to update
your records and other information;
the ballot and magazines cannot
be properly delivered. Clubs will be
mailed election ballots soon for elec-

Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
tion of our Chairman and Treasurer,
please submit you election ballots.
As a member, perhaps you were
not aware of the importance of your,
e-mail address? We use your email address to send you your dues reminders
and to stay in contact with you. In this
age of technology, the e-mail information is equally important as your
mailing address. We continue to experience delivery problems by e-mail,
please feel free to submit an online address change form if you have recently
made an e-mail address change. We
do not release any of our membership
data to other parties.
Keep up the good recruiting efforts everyone! We continue to grow
and could soon reach twenty five hundred members. Take time to encourage
prospective members to join us.
Congratulations to the 2011
Thornley Award winners, Bruce &
Connie Wyckoff – your time, effort,
and contributions to NAMGBR were
recognized by this award.
Feel free to contact me if you need
assistance.
Denny

Dear Members:
I am submitting my letter of intent for the position of
Chairman of the North American MGB Register. I am asking
the membership for a second and final term as Chairman for
the following reasons:

• During the past two years, we have, continued to
grow the Register. We now stand at around 2,200 members
and 90-plus chapters across the US & Canada.
• We have continued an aggressive advertising campaign to promote the Register, attracting both new members and new chapters.
• We are now in good standing as a recognized 501(c)7
Not For Profit Corporation by both the Federal Government
& the State of Illinois in which we are incorporated.
• We have given back excess income to our members
by adding an additional “20th Anniversary” MGB Driver and
by sending each of our members a special 20th Anniversary
key fob at no cost to the members.
• We continue to be in strong financial health.
While I feel proud of the accomplishments listed above,
that have taken place during my first term as Chairman, I
cannot take full credit for any of it. I have been lucky to have a
team of dedicated MG enthusiasts to work with on the Executive Board, along with the Register Coordinators and Registrars. Together we have continued the work started by a long
list of others in making the North American MGB Register the
best MGB, MG Midget, MG 1100/1300, and post-Abingdon
MG organization on these shores. I ask for your continue support.
Safety Fast!
Richard Liddick
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Letter of Intent — Treasurer

To the membership of the North American MGB Register:
I am submitting my letter of intent to
seek the office of Treasurer for the North
American MGB Register for the next
two-year term (2012-2013). I have been a
representative of the NAMGBR Chapter
Southern Indiana Region British Car Club
(SIR BRIT) for the last 16 years. I have also
served stints as President, Vice President,
and Car Show Chairman during that
same period.
I have come to realize the importance
of NAMGBR in helping promote local
chapters and interest in MGs for owners
in North America.
I look forward to the opportunity to
serve the North American MGB Register
as the Treasurer if elected.
David A. Mullen
5266 Woodridge Dr
Newburgh, Indiana 47630
(812) 853-5108
dmullen@sirbrit.com

10
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MGB Registrar

G

reetings and it’s great to be
with you once again, from the
“right side of the grass,” as my
friends say, following a rather harrowing time in the hospital this past three
months undergoing major cardiac surKen Smith
gery (twice!). And here I need to offer
MGB Registrar
a thousand or two big THANK YOU’S
to all who were concerned about my
tests, on my heart, lungs, kidney, liver,
condition and sent cards, notes etc, esthe OK was given to report to Santa
pecially those attending MG 2011(the
Barbara Cottage Hospital at 4: 30am!
get-well cards were awesome!). I hope
On April 5th and by 7:30am, I was unyou all had a great time in Reno – see
der the knife. Here we are six months
inside this issue for more details.
later, back in the saddle so
Thank you all and now a
to speak! And there’s part
little background.
one of the saga, from which
Barby & I initially
two things have emerged:
thought that we would
If you wish to quit
be able to make it to MG
smoking ( even, after 60
2011 in Reno prior to any
years!) get chopped in two
action being taken, but
across your belly and down
when my surgeon, Dr.
from your breast bone to
Paul Cisek, said that my
navel! I have not had a
aorta could burst open at
cigarette since April.
anytime, with total loss
Also my bank balance
of blood to the body, and
has increased signifimy demise.
Ken & Barby with MG 2011 Award
cantly, while the tobacco
I’d had no chest
companies profits have
pains and felt as fit as the
shrunk! So listen to your doctor and
proverbial butcher’s dog! But the CTR
we’ll be around again soon with MGB
scan showed otherwise and time was
Register stuff!
getting short. We reluctantly decided
Ken
to err on the side of caution and have
the procedure (an 11-hour surgery
stint!) hoping against hope that I could Craig Perry - 69 MGB CO
Scott Schulke - 79 MGB WA
recover in time make it to Reno, which
was my dearest wish, and which would Michael Harber - 73 MGB TN
probably be probably my last hurrah!
Richard & Claudia Koss - 69 MGB/GT ID
Our next problem was who to tell,
Don Geisweidt - 71 MGB OH
apart from our family. I did not wish
Steve Vague 70 MGB TN
Barby to be inundated with inquiries
Kenneth Glass - 79MGB IL
and e-mails as to how I was doing
Susie Farmer - 67 MGB AL
while she was trying to look after me –
Peter Hottenstei - 64 MGB TX
visiting the hospital every five minRobert Rodd - 69 MGB NY
utes! So, we told the NAMGBR exec,
Kevin Bruce - 67 MGB/GT CO
Rick, Richard, Robert, and the MG
Tom Mathes - 74 1/2 MGB UT
2011 committee, and asked them to be
discreet about what was going down in Michael Reida - 75 MGB IA.
Goleta! I was delighted that we manAdrian Corson - 77 MGB WA
aged to keep things quiet
Marie Cailes - 69 MGB/GT AB
Following innumerable
Don Finley - 74 MGB GA
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Book Review - Earning the American Dream
A Memoir of Failure of BMC
By Dick Lunney
Classic MG Magazine

E

very MG enthusiast has wondered at one time or another why
a company that could produce
such enduring classics as MG and
Austin-Healey sports cars could fail to
move forward and prosper during the
import car revolution of the last few
decades. It is hard to believe that at
one time in
the 1950s,
BMC was the
fourth largest
automobile
manufacturer
in the world!
Now there
is a remarkable book by
one of the few
people capable
of chronicling
what actually happened
with painstaking detail and
insight. Earning
the American
Dream by Gordon Whitby is a
truly fascinating
documentary of
what was right at
BMC and what was
tragically wrong.
Whitby is an Englishman who immigrated to America in the early 1950s
to work in the California aerospace industry only to discover he had to be a
U.S. citizen. Needing a job, he applied
at the fledgling Gough Industries,
the Southern California Nuffield Car
Company distributor, in the service
department working on MG TC and
TD roadsters and Morris Oxford and
Minor sedans. He worked under Ken

12
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by Gordon Whitby

Miles who would become one of America’s premier racecar drivers and a brilliant automotive engineer whose MG
R1 and R2 (Flying Shingle) Specials
were the most successful racers on the
West Coast. Whitby’s role as chief mechanic for Miles and his expanding job
at Gough caught the eye of Syd Enever,
chief engineer and designer at the MG
Motor Car Company, garnering Gordon an invitation
to join the 1956
Bonneville Salt
Flat team as the
only American
race mechanic.
He actively
participated
in both the
Austin-Healey
efforts led by
Donald and
Geoff Healey
as well as the
MG efforts led
by Captain
George Eyston
and Syd
Enever that
culminated
in numerous
speed records
being shattered. Gordon continued to be invited
on subsequent Bonneville efforts in
1957 and 1959, possibly the pinnacle
of BMC engineering achievement, but
sadly the last such effort.
Subsequently, Whitby’s career at
Gough continued ultimately replacing Ken Miles as the general service
manager and eventually the regional
service manager for Hambro, the
U.S. Distributor for BMC. The book
painstakingly documents the technical struggles BMC dealers faced with
13

persistent oil leaks, faulty instruments,
and failing SU fuel pumps throughout
the 1950s and 1960s. His relationship
with Enever provided Whitby a unique
avenue to report on the mechanical
failings and design shortcomings of
automobiles produced by BMC and
the book provides literally hundreds
of letters and correspondence between
these dedicated engineers on both
sides of the Atlantic. Sadly, their efforts to improve the quality of the cars
being produced and the top management’s unwillingness to design new
cars, especially sedans, for the U.S.
marketplace allowed others, most
notably Japanese manufacturers, to
push BMC and British Leyland out of
business.
Reluctantly, Whitby left Hambro
and BMC for a career at Nissan in 1967,
where he saw rapid improvements in
quality and new products designed
specifically for the U.S. marketplace
like the 240Z and Datsun sedans that
incorporated features that he and the
BMC dealers had pleaded for including

14

more powerful engines, all synchromesh transmissions, independent suspension, and improved quality. Earning the American Dream is crammed
with fantastic photos of early sports
car racing, the Bonneville record efforts, and Whitby’s personal archives
that document an era that will never
happen again. The letters and memos
that fill over a quarter of the book provide amazing insight into the frustration faced by dealers with a company
whose top management failed them
on every level. This is much more than
a memoir of an auto executive; it is an
insider’s testament to the demise of a
once great company. This book should
be a “must read” for every executive at
GM, Chrysler and Ford (and maybe a
few folks in Washington!).
You can order the book for $47
($52 overseas / includes shipping).
Send check or money order to Gordon
Whitby, 379 Spinks Canyon Rd, Duarte, CA 91008 or order online at
ClassicMGMagazine.com/books.html.
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Letters to the Editor

Robert,
Seeing the photo of the junkyard MGB
in the May/June Driver prompted me to
dig a poster out of our collection (photo
attached). I don’t know whether this JRT
promotion was done at tracks across the
country or just at Pocono (note that the
junkyard car doesn’t say “Pocono International Raceway” on the rear quarter),
or whether Pocono had more than one of
these cars. Maybe someone else can supply more details. —Sarah Carr

my MG has been a question in my mind.
The car was manufactured on 11/79
(build date) and dispatched in 11/79. In
my mind, it should have a 1980 title. For
months I have been plagued with the idea
that something was wrong. So I ordered
the build document from British Heritage
and the dates are correct. (If anyone has
questions about your car, this is one way
to confirm any questions. The document
is not cheap, but it’s well it.)
The next question is the build dates
are usually from August to August so why
November 1979? That was the next question. Fortunately, there are people in the
club that can answer questions like this.
Like Ken Smith and John Twist (thanks
for the info) told me that the car was
dispatched to California and that in California the MGs could not pass California
emissions so they had to register my car
as a 1979. If anyone has questions about
their cars, I would recommend that they
do as I did. I hope that Ken Smith recovers
from surgery and can attend some events
soon. Sincerely, —James Gelbman

Thanks Sarah for the photo!

Glad you got your info James!

Robert,
As some people know, I have a 1979
MGB LE. I have owned many cars, but

Robert,
In response to the comments of James
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(July/Aug issue of this excellent publication), re the registered date for his MGB the
answer is simple. It makes no difference
when the car was made the registration
date is the time that it was sold and registered by the dealer/owner. The car could
have been made two or even three years
before it eventually was sold in the US and
registered. The information provided by
British Heritage simply provides the owner
with the date that it rolled out of the factory not the date that it was purchased
and register be it in the USA or where ever.
The MGB was particularly subject to
this type of situation simply because so
many were produced. In fact the production number was greater than the total
number of cars produced by Abingdon
from 1929 to 1939.
In simple terms James, enjoy the car
its still a classic!! —
 Geoff Wheatley

Robert,
I was very surprised when I found
a picture of my car on page five of the
current MGB Driver, with the, “do you
know who owns this MG?” Well, I am
it’s current care taker and have been for
most of the restoration which started in
2007. I’m not sure if you are the person
who wanted to know but since you are the
editor, maybe its a fairly safe assumption.
I have included some a brief description of
the car below. 1974 MGB chrome bumper,
quality restoration , body taken to bare
metal-repaired and painted (base clear)
BRG, all new chrome and rubber, mini-lite
wheels, engine rebuilt (less than 2,000
miles), Moss supercharger, street cam,
MG 5-speed, 16-row oil cooler, Pertronix,
performance headers, stainless exhaust,
spax adjustable shocks rear, 3/4” sway
bar front, new master cylinder brakes and
rotor, new gas tank, new black leather
16

interior, Moto Lita steering wheel, roll bar,
trunk carpet kit, and lots more, 1st place
at the 2010 Ormond Beach Festival of
Speed show. Over $28,000 spent on fully
documented restoration (have all receipts,
and pics etc.)
If you would like more information or
pictues just let me know.—John Clifton
Wow – what an amazing car John!
Robert,
Good to see the update on ZDDP by
Greg. It’s a critical item for our cars, and
every owner/driver needs to understand
that fact. In addition to the products Greg
cited in his article, I would tell everyone
that Lucas Oil also produces an excellent
product: Their item number 10063 (A
16oz. bottle labeled “TB-zinc-plus”.) I
usually fill my oil filter with it to give
the engine a booster dose every oil/filter
change. Then I use Castrol 20W-50. For
a B (or Marina...), just add four quarts. It
puts it a dab above full, but no sweat.
Any time I build an engine, it gets a
full 16oz. for the break-in, and then its
booster shots from then on. Keep up the
good work. Cheers, —Skip Harris
rpMGroup, marinaman@aristotle.net
www.marinaman.org
Member: British Motor Trade Association
www.britcar.org

NAMGBR,
After 33 years of ownership, this is
the first time my MG has been on a Tow
Truck. We had been to the Griffith Quarry
and were on our way back home. We were
only four miles from home when the old
girl conked out.
Might be a fuel problem, so when it
MGB Driver • September / October 2011

MG returns to LeMans, sponsors RLR Motorsports

cools down in the garage, I will go out and
check the fuel pump. I would love to convert to the Weber Carb, but have to have a
Smog Check in August. Need to get the old
girl running 100% for the drive to Rancho
Cordova for the Smog Check.
Here’s to the next 33 years,
Paul Lewis

much he would like to have the original
material that came with each car when it
was first delivered. If you own - or know
the owner of - either of these cars, please
let me know and I will have the source of
this inquiry contact you.
Regards, —Bob Mitchell
rbmit-mm@comcast.net

Paul, I wish I could say the same
thing…

If anyone knows about this car,
please contact Bob.

Dear Members:
I have been contacted by an LBC
owner looking for help. He would
like to try to find the current owner
of a 1966 MGB - Serial Number
GHN3L/98450. The contact has some of
the original documentation for the car and
would like to get them back to whoever
now owns that car. The contact also has
an original MGB Driver’s Handbook in
it’s plastic protective cover, a BMC “Your
Passport to Service” booklet, and a slightly
oil stained MGB Competition Preparation
Manual - see the attached pdf file. This
material came from a BRG MGB that was
sold over 12 years ago to someone in New
England driver. This car may still be up
here somewhere. Does anyone have - or
know someone that has - a BRG MGB that
was bought 12 years ago? The contact has
owned three MGBs, a MGC, and now a
big Healey and he is very aware of how

Robert,
I thought I’d share a photo of the
Lucas Emergency Back-up System that I
won at our local club meeting.
Kim Tonry —Editor Emeritus,
MGB Driver
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On the Scene Report - MG 2011

Samantha Lee and Robert Rushing, Editor of the MGB Driver Magazine.
by Samantha Lee
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MG 2011 Report

By Robert Rushing

O

ur twentieth annual convention was part of what was also
the fourth event organized by
the North American Council of MG
Registers for all MG models. These
every-five-year meets started back
in 1996 at MG ’96 in Indianapolis,
Indiana. Next, it was MG 2001 in St
Paul, Minnesota, and then MG 2006
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. MG 2011
was the first of these events west (way
west!) of the Mississippi in Reno, Nevada. Why Reno? It is centrally located
in the western states, has a great host
hotel with the Tri-Properties – Eldorado, Silver Legacy, and Circus-Circus. It
has good weather and is close to some
beautiful sites like Lake Tahoe, Pyramid Lake, and historic Virginia City.
The MG Council is made up of
representatives from each of the five
major National MG registers – the
North American MMM Register, the
New England MGT Register, the North
American MGA Register, the North
American MGB Register, and the
American MGC Register. Headed by
Executive Director Rick Ingram and
Council treasurer Tony Burgess, the
council members include: NAMMR
- Bill Tantau and Tom Metcalf,
NEMGTR - Hank Rippert, NAMGAR
- Bruce Woodson, Carol Shamonsky
and George Merryweather (who also
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coordinated all vendor activities),
NAMGBR - Richard Liddick and Kim
de Bourbon, and AMGCR - Keith Sanders and Mark Saylor. This year’s event
also included representation from the
California based GoF West headed by
Gary Kennedy and Larry Long as well
as Gene deRuelle of the Reno British
Car Club.
On the local front, members of
the Reno British Car Club helped with
shipping and receiving materials, setting up the self-driving tours, as well
as being there to answer all kinds of
questions on where to go and how to
get there by the attendees. They even
helped find needed parts – thanks
again to James Phelps for finding that
starter!
Although the official start of the
convention wasn’t until June 13th in
Reno, you could say that the actual
start was nine days earlier on June 4th
in Ocean City, Maryland, some 2800
miles away. That’s when the Rallye to
Reno started off on their drive across
the country along US 50. One hundred
and fifty cars joined the Rallye (for all
or part) as it snaked its way west along
the great Lincoln Highway. Then after
the stop in Reno, continued their
journey to the Pacific, ending in San
Francisco.
Participants in the Rallye drove
300-400 miles per day stopping in
such places as St Louis for an aerial
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photo of the cars in front of the Gateway Arch; at Victoria British in Lenexa,
Kansas, for a big BBQ; and Montrose,
Colorado, where a local classic car club
heard about the rallye and decided to
host a surprise get-together. As a benefit to those taking part, Moss Motors
sponsored a parts truck to follow along
with the cars for the entire route in
case of any problems.
MG 2011 festivities kicked off at
the host hotels on Monday afternoon
with the opening of registration and
the vendor rooms. I have to say that
this was one of the largest vendor turnouts I’ve ever seen at a convention,
taking up over three huge meeting
rooms. While drooling over so many
great new products, I chanced upon
Gordon Whitby, who was there to
sign copies of his book “Earning the
American Dream”. Gordon was one of
the chief mechanics for the MG Record
Breaker Cars in the late 1950’s (EX179
and EX181). The people he knew and
things he did – what an honor to meet
him! You can read a review of his book
in this issue.
The big event for the day was the
welcome reception and dinner at the
National Auto Museum (featuring
the Harrah Collection) in downtown
Reno. The collection of over 220
historic vehicles was open only to attendees that evening so everyone was
able to view the cars without outside

crowds getting in the way and enjoy
a lovely meal surrounded by fantastic
machinery.
Tuesday was the first full day with
bus tours to Lake Tahoe and Virginia
City, self-directed driving destinations, and tech sessions. Speaking of
the tech sessions, this was another
high point for the convention. There
were topics for all tastes and interests.
Kelvin Dodd spoke on post-war MG
history and how it relates to parts
availability. Lloyd Faust discussed
originality on the MGB, and going
the other way, Bill Guzman covered
modifications and upgrades to the
MGB. Michael Jacobsen gave a presentation on Art and the Automobile, Pete
Mantell covered MGB V8 conversions,
and Brian McCullough went over the
history of engine selections by the
factory and why they were made. Doug
Pelton gave a talk on restoration tips.
John Seim went over brake operation,
Pete Thelander gave an overview on
pre-war MG history; and, of course,
there were the famous John Twist Rolling Tech Sessions.
Tuesday night was Register Night.
Each of the registers held a dinner and
meet & greet. In honor of our 20th
anniversary, NAMGBR had a specialpriced BBQ buffet for our members in
attendance. With over 250 members
there, to say that it was well attended is
an understatement!

All register convention draws all MGs, from all over, to celebrate, enjoy friends, and have fun.
MGB Driver • September / October 2011
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Wednesday morning saw the
most adventurous attendees head out
to Reno-Fernley Raceway to attend a
performance driving and autocross
school – no need to say that they had a
blast that day! Back at the hotel, Classic MG Magazine sponsored an editor’s
breakfast for club newsletter editors to
discuss ideas and suggestions to make
improvements to our publications.
Wednesday also saw the second round
of tech sessions, bus tours, and driving
tours. That night, attendees could
choose from going to a Reno Aces
minor league ballgame where “MG
Night” was declared; or attending the
open auction, where you could bid on
such great things as a leather upholstery kit donated by Moss Motors, a
new wiring harness from Advanced
Autowire, and various other goodies
including a trip for two to Africa for
a photo safari! After the auction, the
Morris Garage Band performed some
great songs for the audience to dance
the night away.
Thursday was car show day. It’s always the highpoint of all conventions
and so it was for MG 2011. The show
was held at Reno’s Rancho San Rafael
Park, where there was plenty of room
for the cars to be displayed in front of a
line of rugged mountains to add to the
beauty of our MGs. Over 600 cars were
on the field ranging from a 1929 MG
M-Type, documented to be one of the
first two MGs ever imported into the
US, all the way to a 2000 MGF brought
down from Canada. Also on tap during the show was highly competitive
valve cover racing as well as craft/
photo contest. Special thanks go out to
Robert and Susan Milner for bringing
over the racetrack they built for MG
2007. At about the mid-point of the
day, our very own Charles de Bourbon
stuffed himself into the back of a very
small airplane to take aerial photos
of the show field. Chas always goes
above and beyond to make our events
special!
Thursday night was the awards
banquet. A new approach was tried out
this year with each register holding
their own pre-banquet awards where
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second and third places were given as
well as special awards like the Thornley MG Spirit Award and Top Point
MG.
After dinner, keynote speaker Tim
Suddard, publisher of Classic Motorsports Magazine, gave a highly entertaining talk on his love of old cars and
the hobby. This was followed by the
awarding of the first place and overall
awards. One special award was given
out to our very own Ken Smith for his
dedication to the MG marque. Rick
Ingram and Tony Burgess were also
given special awards for their tireless
work for the MG Council.
It was another great convention.
Of course, the best part was seeing all
the people that I don’t get to see often
enough. That’s what keeps me coming
to the conventions, I mean, I love the
cars, but it’s the people that I enjoy the
most.

MG News
shaping up to be an incredible
event, especially with MG as the
featured marque. Over 75 MGs of
all kinds, have already entered the event. Overall, there
will be about 300 vintage and
historic cars racing!
MGVR will be celebrating its
30th anniversary at this event.
Check out their web site at mgvr.
org This will be a rare opportunity for racers and spectators
alike! Please spread the word and
feel free to share this notice with
others who may have interest.

MG 2011 Showfield Photo
The MG2011 Showfield Flyover
Poster is ready! You may now preview it and place orders online at:
mgnetwerks.com
Thank you, all who have placed
orders already, sight unseen!
This will be a 16x20-inch highquality poster, suitable for framing.
This will be a limited edition printing,
so please get your orders in soon using
the MG Netwerks website. Shipment of
the posters have already started.
Anyone who would rather send
a check than submit an order online,
please go to the Order Now page and
read the instructions for submitting an
order by mail.
For those who pre-ordered the
MG 2011 DVD video and photos, we
expect to begin shipping those by
mid-August. If you did NOT pre-order
a DVD through the MG 2011 registration website, you may still do so at
the MG Netwerks website.
If you have questions about either
of these items, please get in touch with
Charles de Bourbon, at 570-460-6370
or email chasbo@ptd.net

MGVR News
Gordon Whitby, with his new book
“Earning The American Dream
MGB Driver • September / October 2011

The Lime Rock Park Historic Festival car races Labor Day weekend are
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2012 Pittsburg Vintage
Grand Prix
It’s official – MG has been declared the official marque of the 2012
Pittsburg Vintage Grand Prix occurring in late July of that year. For those
who have never heard of this event, it
takes place inside a city park on streets
– not on a racetrack. Over 250,000
people attend annually and it draws
huge sponsors.

MG Returns to Le Mans
MG has announced that they are
becoming the official sponsors to RLR
Motorsports who will be returning to
Le Mans in 2012 with their MG-Lola
EX265 LMP2 class car and an all-British team.
25

MG 2011 NAMGBR Classes Results

Class A MGB
(31 cars) 		
MKI 1962-67				
1st
Charles Shonkwiler - Moses Lake, WA Class H MGB
(9 cars)
2nd
John Waschbusch
MGB LE 1979-80
3rd
Dan McLean - San Pedro, CA
1st
David Handley - Strongsville, OH
2nd
Jon Rose - Richmond, BC
3rd
Charlie Frazer - Eugene, OR
(12 cars)			
Class B MGB
MKII Chrome Grill 1968-69			
1st
Tony Cohen - W. Vancouver, BC
Class I MGB/GT (41 cars)
2nd
Craig Perry - Severance, CO
Chrome Bumper 1965-74
3rd
Bill McReaken - Burnsville, MN
1st
John Willey - Windsor, CO
2nd
Steve Kirby - Escondido, CA
3rd
Larry Norton - Dacula, GA
Class C MGB
(32 cars)
MKII Recessed Grill 1970-72
1st
Michael Barrera - Winchester, CA
Class J MGB/GT (5 cars)
2nd
Robert Green - Dallas, OR
Rubber Bumper 1974 1/2
3rd
Jennifer Orum - W. Vancouver, BC
1st
Brandon Fox - Tualatin, OR
2nd
Bob Hughes – Greenacres, WA
Class D MGB
(24 cars)
3rd
Jim Brady
MKII Honeycomb Grill 1973-74
1st
Robert Sherwood- Oakley, CA
Class K Midget
(9 cars)
2nd
Steven Kellogg - Los Gatos, CA
Chrome Bumper 1961-74
3rd
Adam Lombard 1st
Ralph Brown - Wanaque, NJ
2nd
Gerry Blank - Morinville, AB
Class E MGB
(16 cars)
3rd
Marc Arnold - Milwaukie, OR
MKIII 1974 1/2 – 76
1st
Harold Downes – Silverdale, WA
Class L Midget
(5 cars)
2nd
Steward Langenberg - Pasadena, CA
Rubber Bumper 1975-79
3rd
Trevor Whitehouse - Orleans, ON
1st
Kimberly Kuenzinger - Walnut Creek, CA
2nd Dennis Taylor – Holly Springs, NC
Class F MGB
(20 cars)
3rd Steven Olson – Kansas City, MO
MKIV Early 1977-78
1st
Theodore Linde - Tacoma, WA
Class M Factory V8 (2 cars) all years
2nd
Norm Stanley – Vancouver, BC
1st
Jim Costigan - Lincoln, CA
3rd
Raymond Murray – Bellevue, WA
2nd
Reid Trumel - Portland, OR
Class G MGB
(22 cars)
MKIV Late 1979-80
1st
Bruce Crafty - Omaha, NE
2nd
Robert Gerttula – Woodinville, WA
3rd
Elvin Davis - W. Bloomfield, MI

Photo Essay by Charles de Bourbon

Class N Modified MGB/Midget (20 cars)
V8, V6, other modifications
1st
Bill Jacobson - Burlington, WA
2nd
Robert Milner - Manteca, CA
3rd
Ed Theobald - Surrey, BC

MG Council Chairman’s Choice
1969 MG Midget • Ralph Brown, Wanaque, NJ
(Note: no entries for Class O – MG 1100/1300 Sedans)
26
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The end of the line for the “Rallye to
Reno”. The rallye made its way under
the famous Reno arch. This group travelled here from the east coast.

Pyramid Lake

Segway Funkana
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Registration
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MG 2011 Car Show

Plastic sheet under each car protects the environment.

On the show field, the Moss Motors
guru Kelvin Dodd dons his casual
pose with his 1958 MG Magnet.

Charles and Linda Bartish from Aurora Colorado drove their 1979 MGB. Charles and Linda
brought their (look closely) MG embossed luggage, very cool.
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MG 2011 Car Show

San Rafael Park in Reno was a great setting for MG 2011. If you ever wondered what 600 MGs
and about 45 peaple waiting their turn at a food vendor looked like from a 1000 feet up, here
it is. From a slightly different angle I made a poster of the show field. (See page 25 for details.)

34
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Below; WOW! I had a lot of flight time to use, the weather was great, so I asked the pilot, David Ruth, to fly
over Lake Tahoe. An MG 2011 event was a tour around Lake Tahoe. It is just few miles from Reno. Its well
worth the trip by car or plane. The plane was hired from Reno Flying Service, www.renoflyingservice.com.
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TOP POINT MG

MG 2011 Concours Report
By Bob Gloyd
NAMGBR Concours Coordinator

M

G 2011 is now in the books
and a good time was had by
all! We had another outstanding group participate in Concours this
year and I never cease to be amazed
at the quality of the cars in the event.
The great thing about the MG hobby is
there is room for everyone to participate and that includes those that want
and like to maintain their cars in as
pristine and original condition as
possible. No this does not mean just
‘trailer-queens’ but includes cars that
are used for their purpose – drive and
enjoy.
I want to thank the judges that
unselfishly gave of their time at the
car show to scrutinize the cars entered. I really think I need to come up
with some sort of certificate of thanks
to present to these folks, as without
them, the cars would not be judged.
This year the judging teams consisted
of Mark Woolf representing NAMGBR,
Jeff Taylor from the Willamette MG
Club, Laura Magnuson from the
MGCC Rocky Mountain Centre and
NAMGBR’s 2009 Enthusiast of the
Year, Jim Bull of the Paradise MG
Club, Larry England from the Central
Oregon Coast MG Club, and Alan
Magnuson from NAMGBR. A rouges
gallery if there ever was one.
We had seven cars entered in the
Concours competition this year, many
of which I talked into the field as they
were entering the car show. I saw many
additional cars that I wish the current
caretakers would consider entering
in Concours, especially some of the
Midgets that were present. Of the
cars that were entered, all were MGBs
this year –remember, Midgets and
1100/1300’s are eligible as well.
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Here are the results:

Jonathan Smethurst from the

Edmonton Classic Sports Car Club
received a Certificate of Merit for his
1977 Glacier White MGB Roadster. Victor Van Tress of the Southern California
MG Club also received a Certificate of
Merit for his 1965 Old English White
MGB Roadster.
Marilyn Stumke and her son Ed
Bradley from the Southern California
MG Club received an Honorable Mention for her 1974 Damask Red MGB/
GT. Marilyn is the original owner of
this car that has now ‘passed down’ to
Ed for caretaking. David Atkins of the
MGCC NW Centre received an Honorable Mention for his 1978 Brooklands
Green MGB Roadster.
Jennifer Orum from the Canadian
Classic MG Club and the MGCC NW
Centre received an Award of Excellence for her 1970 Flame Red MGB
Roadster. Greg Bass from La Jolla California received an Award of Excellence
for his Iris Blue 1963 MGB Roadster.
Our Don Hayter Top Points award
for 2011 was presented to Simon Dix
from the St Louis MG Club for his 1977
Flamingo Red MGB Roadster. Simon
has been a competitor in the Concours
for some time now, each year reviewing the judging sheets and making
adjustments to his car based on their
comments. This year Simon’s car was
judged at 979 out of 1000 points. Oh
yeah – Simon drove his car from St
Louis to the event as I believe all the
participants did this year.
My deepest thanks and congratulations go to all of the 2011 NAMGBR
Concours participants and I also
encourage any of you with a sharp car
maintained in as original condition
as possible to consider taking part in a
future event. Also if you are curious as
to just what makes a top point car, how
about signing up to be a judge.
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Simon Dix

O’Falon, Missouri • Missouri MG Club
1977 MGB
972 Points
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National Automobile Museum

MG 2011 Concours
Jennifer Orum from
the Canadian Classic
MG Club and the
MGCC NW Centre
received an Award
of Excellence for her
1970 Flame Red MGB
Roadster

Greg Bass from
La Jolla California
received an Award
of Excellence for his
Iris Blue 1963 MGB
Roadster.
Rick Ingram addresses the crowd of MG
enthusiasts. Dinner was catered at the
Museum.

Left; Jonathan Smethurst
from the Edmonton Classic
Sports Car Club received a
Certificate of Merit for his
1977 Glacier White MGB
Roadster.
Right; Victor Van Tress of
the Southern California
MG Club also received a
Certificate of Merit for his
1965 Old English White
MGB Roadster.
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Funkana Pre-1960 MGs

Pre-1956 Rally Run

I couldn’t ignore the other Registers and the fun they were having. The thing about all MG
enthusiast is that they make you feel welcome, kind to the ignorant, and tolerant of the curious.

Not all MGs are suited for a Funkana. If you
look closely at these 3 images you see it
doesn’t start well and ends with many cones
ending their useful lives.
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Banquet

Brian Woodhams, past UK MG Club
Representative came to say a few words

Alan Magnuson, NAMGBR Treasurer
addresses the room.

Left; Rick Ingram with his
recognistion award.
Right; Tim Suddard from
Classic Motorsports was
the keynote speaker.
Below Left; Bill Marshall.
Below Right; Jeff Taylor
having a laugh.
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Awards - Some of the Winners
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2011 John Thornley MG Spirit Award

Dance Night

Bruce and Connie Wycoff with the Thornley MG Spirit award.

desk at conventions
and help in a variety of
thankless administrative tasks. She is currently serving as NAMGBR’s
Regalia Coordinator.
Bruce and Connie have attended all
twenty of the Register’s
annual conventions and
numerous Annual General Meetings. If you
were to look up “MG
Sprit” in the dictionary, their picture would
be there. Both of these
members have devoted
countless hours to the
MG marque and to this
organization.

A
Terry Looft
Auction Winner

Marie Murphy and Jeff Becker
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Robert Green
Auction Winner
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nnually NAMGBR strives to recognize an individual or couple
that has consistently exhibited
their dedication to MG ownership. We
are pleased to announce that the 2011
John Thornley “Spirit of MG” Award
winners are Bruce & Connie Wyckoff
of Zeeland, Michigan.
Bruce was instrumental in the
founding of the North American MGB
Register back in 1991 and served as
NAMGBR’s first Vice Chairman. Since
that time, he as gone on to serve as the
MG Midget Registrar, the Service Recommendation List and MAD Directory
Coordinator, as well as a four-year stint
as our Chairman.
Connie has been a very active Register member through the years, often
volunteering to staff the NAMGBR
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Richard and Carol Brown receive their
pemanent Thornley MG Spirit Award.
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An Alternative Way to Get Your MG

Home From a National Event

All photos provided by John C. Fraioli

By John C. Fraioli
MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre

I

survived US Hwy 50, “America’s
Loneliest Road”, to Reno and back,
but my MG did not! Ritsuko (my
wife) and I drove our 1972 MGB/GT to
Reno to attend MG 2011. We drove to
Reno over two days. We caravanned
with other members from our local
club, the MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre. Altogether, we had 14
member families in attendance there.
All went smooth sailing on the
way out and for the driving events
while there in Reno. However, I had
been having this rather loud tapping
sound coming from the valve train for
sometime before going on this trip.
Several attempts at adjusting the valve
lash could not get rid of the tapping.
Some say that is normal for an MG
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engine to have noisy valve train chatter, but I felt this sound was more then
what should be considered “normal”.
Anyway, I had been living with
that tapping and chatter for quite
some time prior to taking the trip.
While on the trip, I had to twice tighten up the valve lash on the number
one foremost push rod, as it had gotten
so loose it was flopping around. It got
so bad that the adjusting stud and
jam nut could not take up the necessary slack anymore – there just wasn’t
enough threads left on the stud for the
jam nut to hold well.
I made the final adjustment in
the Circus Circus parking garage after
retuning from Thursday’s Car Show.
I was hoping the jam nut would hold
long enough to get me home to Colorado. The next day we began our journey
home. We started out at 7am. There
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was one other club member following
along with us. We stopped for gas in
Fallon Nevada and then continued
our trek east on US Highway 50 “The
Loneliest Road in America.” According to the road sign, there would be
no services for the next 89 miles as we
traveled through the Great Basin.
About five miles out of town my
wife says to me, “What is that noise? Is
there something wrong with the car?”
I kind of heard the noise also but was
just hoping it was maybe the rough
road surface or the wind blowing
across the luggage we were carrying
on the roof rack that was causing that
funny sounding hum. I continued on
at highway speeds for about another
three miles before the engine really
started putting out strange loud noises
that I could not ignore and had to pull
over on the very narrow shoulder. I
popped the bonnet and took off the
valve cover to discover that the jam
nut had come off and the adjuster stud
had loosened all the way up.
I had a plan, I would take the
rocker arm off the shaft and put the
jam nut on the underside of the arm
where there would be plenty of threads
to tighten the nut up against the bottom. While I had the rocker arm off I
pulled the pushrod out to look at the
condition of it. It had a very slight
bend and had some severe ware to the
bottom end.
I put everything back together
took out the slack between the rocker
arm and push rod and went to start
the engine while my fellow travelers
watched the engine run with the valve
cover off. It started but still put out a
horrible noise. The observers called
out to me “TURN IT OFF...TURN IT
OFF. The push rod had dropped down
into the head about an inch and smoke
was coming out of the push rod opening. So now I had a serious condition
at hand and I was unable to pull the
push rod out to inspect it. It was stuck
in there now.
So, I had to call AAA to come to
the rescue. Only problem our cell
phones did not have coverage at that
desolate spot. Luckily, a passing car
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pulled over and his cell phone did
have coverage. The nearest town,
Fallon, was about eight miles back
west towards Reno. The flatbed was
dispatched and when he arrived, I used
his phone book to call a U-Haul dealer
in Fallon figuring I could rent a truck
and haul the car back to Colorado
where I could work on it at my home.
Keeping other options alive
I thought to utilize the NAMGBR
“Mutual Aid Directory” I was able to
get a hold of a fellow member out of
Reno who knew of a British Repair
Shop there and he gave me their phone
number. I called the shop owner and
he was very pleasant, however, I would
need to bring the car in and depending
on what they found it might take more
then a day to repair. This was already
Friday and I had to be back to work by
Monday morning. Depending on what
his diagnosis would be we might not
even get out of Reno until late Monday.
So U-Haul it would be.
They had two size trucks available,
a 14 ft and a 17 ft. I told them I would
be there in about 45 minutes to see
which one I wanted to rent. After the
wrecker operator and I measured the
length of my car, it was determined
I needed the 17 ft. truck. I told the
flatbed driver to meet me back at the
Wal-Mart parking lot we had passed a
few blocks back and that I would rent
the truck and we could off load the car
into the truck there. (I wasn’t sure the
U-Haul people would want me to haul
a car in the back of their truck). The
price of the truck alone was expensive enough ($923.00) from Fallon to
Aurora, Colorado. Not to mention the
additional fuel we would be using (37
gallon tank) filled three and a half
times at over $100 per fill up.
I was afraid that if they knew I was
hauling a car they would make me rent
a car transport trailer or dolly attached
to the truck as well. Anyway, the car
went into the truck without a hitch,
I went into the Wal-Mart and bought
four ratchet tie-down straps to secure
the car inside and away we went. This
whole break down cost us about a 3
1/2 hour delay. We had reservations to
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stay at the Hampton Inn in Richfield,
Utah that evening, so with the delay
and time change we checked in to
the hotel at 10 PM. The next day we
started out after breakfast and made it
back to Aurora on Saturday afternoon
at about 5pm.
Now I had to call AAA again and
have them send a flatbed out to my
house to unload the car and roll it into
my garage. Total cost to get it home
around $1,250 (truck rental and additional gas over what we would have
spent in the MG). The only up sides
were a radio and ac which Ritsuko really enjoyed having.
Next day at home, I tore into the
engine and found that the bearing
surface of the lifter had worn through
allowing the push rod to drop down
and the lobe on the cam bent the
bottom one inch of the push rod as it
came around. It was a bit of a struggle
to get the damaged parts out, but a
small slide hammer helped.
After removing the bent push rod
and worn through lifter, I was able to
shine a light into the side tappet cover
area and look down through the opening in the head where the push rod
goes. I was able to inspect the lobe on
the cam shaft as I turned the engine
over by hand using the fan and fan
belt. The lobe looked a little Knackered
but still seemed to have good lift. So I
installed a spare lifter and push rod I
had hanging around from a tear down
I did on the engine that was in my
1979 MGB Roadster last fall.
I put everything back together and
started her up. Runs smooth and now I
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no longer here that loud tapping I had
lived with for so long. Was it worth it?
I say yes, but I sure wish I had taken
those spare lifters and push rods along
with me on the trip. I almost did put
them in with the spare parts that I did
take, which were many. I had about 80
pounds of spare parts and 20 pounds
of tools with me on the trip. Some
examples were, starter, alternator, fuel
pump, water pump, distributor, coil,
plugs, wires, rotors, points, condensers, various hoses and clamps, belts,
coolant, oil, gas and oil filters, parts
catalogue, service manual, etc. etc. etc.
As you can see these long trips
sometimes turn into quite an adventure…

MGB Driver • September / October 2011

MGB Driver • September / October 2011

51

MG 2012

2011 NAMGBR AGM

SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 6-10, 2012
FOR MG-2012 IN DILLARD, GA

Dillard House in Dillard, Georgia
By Tony & Lynne Burgess
Convention and AGM Coordinators

P

lanning is well underway for
NAMGBR’s 2011 Annual General
Meeting (AGM), which will be
held this year at the Dillard House in
Dillard Georgia (about 2-1/2 hours
northeast of Atlanta). The Dillard
House is the host hotel for NAMGBR’s
2012 Annual Convention being held
from June 6-10, 2012.
A limited number of rooms are
being held for Friday and Saturday

nights, November 4 and 5th, 2011
under the group booking code of
“Peachtree MG Registry”.
The schedule for the weekend
is a “Meet-n-Greet” and informal
dinner on Friday night; tours of the
hotel facilities and 2012 show grounds
on Saturday morning; the Annual
General Meeting from 1:00 to 5:00pm;
then dinner on Saturday evening.
If you have any questions regarding the AGM, please contact Tony
Burgess on MORRISMINR@AOL.COM
or 614-899-2394.

By Tom George
Co-Chair, MG 2012
Peachtree MG Registry of Atlanta, Georgia

H

owdy Y’all! We’re fixin’ to have
a big to do and was wonderin’
if y’all’d like to come on?” Ok,
enough of that. We really don’t talk
that way, but I thought I’d throw that
in just this once.
We do, however, like to have fun
and we think we “do it up right” and
we don’t mind sharing with our fellow MG enthusiasts. So if you’ve got a
“hankerin’ ” to come south next June
6-10, 2012 and spend a few days with
us we’d be “mighty obliged” to have
you join us.
The Peachtree MG Registry of
Atlanta, Georgia, will be the hosts
for NAMGBR MG 2012 at the beautiful Dillard House Inn & Resort in
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the mountains of northeast Georgia.
More details will follow, so you’ll have
plenty of time to make your hotel reservation, travel plans, and the like, but
for right now I just want to make you
aware of what I know is your most precious commodity; time. Look at your
calendar now and see if you can make
the time to come spend a few days,
“down south”, with your MG buddies.
I’ll be providing updates in the
next few months leading up to the golive on the web site and the opening
of reservations at the host and other
area hotels, so keep an eye out for more
information to come. We are all very
excited about this opportunity to host
NAMGBR MG 2012 and hope you will
be just as excited about joining in with
us for a great time. See you soon and
Safety Fast!
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Tech Talk
Hello John,
I have a newly restored 1964 MGB. I
did a shell-up restoration over the last five
years (down to the last nut and bolt). I finished the car last fall and have been
putting a few gentle miles on her each dry
sunny day I can get to break in the rebuilt
engine. I have a bout 850 miles on her so
far. I have been very impressed by how
well she handled (not having owned an
MGB roadster before).
Everything seems to be working fine
except I was getting a whine from the
banjo rear end. The whine is speed-related
and gets louder after 42 mph. It is loudest
when I have the gas on and softens in
intensity when I let off the gas. It doesn’t
matter what gear I am in or whether the
OD is engaged or not. The sound only
varies with speed. A local club member
who has had MGBs for 40 years said the
banjo rear ends always whined and so not
to worry. Is he correct?
In addition, recently I noticed that
when I hit the gas the car has started veering slightly to the right and when I let off
the gas it veers slightly to the left. I only
noticed it when I last drove the car a few
days ago. I took the car out again today
to make sure and I can feel the push from
the left wheel when I give it gas and the let
off when I don’t. When the gas is steady,
the car is steady. As I said above, until
now the car has run straight and handled
really well.
Do you have any ideas about what
may be causing this? The rear axel was
rebuilt with new bearings and seals and
the differential had been sent to a shop to
be checked out (I didn’t do this, the mechanic who rebuilt my engine also did the
rear axel). I am reluctant to take her out
for any long runs until I resolve this issue.
Best Regards, —Mike Geraghty
Mike!
Your second problem is easier
to address. Because the U-bolts are
loose, the rear axle shifts fore and aft
resulting in “torque steering.” Simply
tighten up the U-bolts some more
and that problem will disappear.
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
It is not uncommon to have a
faint, faint whine from the diff, something loud and offensive is not common. You have one of two problems:
either the crown wheel and pinion
are worn and this problem cannot be
repaired with this diff - or - there is a
problem with the set up. The whine
can be caused by too little backlash
of the crown wheel or the pinion nut
is too loose allowing the pinion to
move, incrementally, up and down,
depending whether you’re accelerating or decelerating. Offhand, the
backlash should be about 0.012”. Any
repairs to the diff assembly require
that the half-shafts come out and the
driveshaft is disconnected. It is very
frustrating as it is not possible to test
the diff for that whine out of the car.
John,
Last fall I installed a Pertronix distributor and new head in my 73 MGB. It
ran fine up until about a month ago. Since
then it won’t hold idle below 1500rpm
and keeps stalling out. I have the dynamic timing set at 15-degrees BTDC
@1500rpm, vacuum line plugged. When
I plug the vacuum line back in the timing
doesn’t change. In addition, the engine
seems to surge by a couple hundred
rpm. Could I have a vacuum leak or a bad
vacuum advance on the new distributor? I sprayed all the gasket connections
between the head and the carbs and
didn’t see any appreciable change in the
rpm’s. I’m stumped. Thanks for any help
you can give me. —Milt Conrad
Milt,
The timing curve on the original
distributor is way too long for good
performance throughout the rpm
range. Your change to the Pertronix
distributor was a good move. But,
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instead of 15 at 1500, time it 32 BTDC
at about 4000. Most of your driving is in the 3500 to 4500 range and
that’s where you want to timing to
be correct. You’ll need a dial back
timing light to get that 32 as the timing cover on the 73 only goes to 20
BTDC.
If you do not have a dial back
light, then turn the engine over by
hand until you’re indicating 12 BTDC
and paint a new mark on the pulley at TDC. Now when you spin up
the engine, set the new mark on 20
before and you’ll get 32 total. Timing
is CRITICAL! But that’s probably not
your problem here.
The HIF carbs have rotary
chokes. These chokes have O-rings
and the O-rings fail. When they do,
the car starts to run really rich. You
can test the O-rings and then change
them if they’re faulty – or just
change them. Be sure to use Viton
O-rings! You can check the integrity
of the O-ring in this manner: Remove
the suction chamber, spring, and air
piston. Connect a small line 3/16” to
the carb vent or overflow. Blow into
this line and note that the pressure
will force the gasoline up and out of
the jet – a hard puff will net you a
column of petrol over two feet high –
so DO NOT use an incandescent light
for illumination! Now, place your
finger on the jet and puff so hard you
see stars. Watch the hole to the offset
rear of the jet. If there is gasoline
bubbling out of that hole you need
new O-rings!
Hello John,
I’ve been reading your Tech Talk articles faithfully over the past few years and
although I’ve learned a great deal about
our cars from your expertise, but I have
yet to see anyone address my problem.
On left turns, when the steering wheel is
close to the stop position, I can feel what
seems like grinding in the steering wheel.
I only notice it at low speeds and only on
left turns. There is a slight sound when
this happens but it’s barely discernible. I have made sure all the fittings are
greased, the knock-off is tightly on, and
the tire pressure is to spec. There is no sign
of interference between the tire and the
fender or front-end components. Also, the
rack is topped off. I posed this question
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to you a couple years back but must have
missed your response. If you have the time,
I would very much appreciate any insight
you may have. Oh, by the way, my car is
a 1970 roadster with 110,000 miles on
the odometer. Thanks so much for your
dedication to the MGB community. Your
knowledge is second to none.
		
—Mark Young
Mark,
The possibilities include tire to
something interference, brake pad
to rotor noise, wheel bearing noise –
and this could come from either the
left front or the right front. It is not
clear to me what it might be! When
the wheels are turned to a near fulllock position, there are incredible
stresses on all those front-end components. By lightly riding the brakes
you’ll be able to hear if the noise is
greater or slighter. Beyond that, I’m
stumped.
Hi John,
Thanks for all you do for our hobby. I’ve been to two of your Rolling Tech
Sessions – NAMGBR at Breckenridge, and
last summer at GT-35 in Delavan. You
won’t remember me, but I was the one
at Delavan who asked if I could put my
ear up to the rubber hose when you were
setting the SUs. I am in total awe of your
knowledge, and willingness to share it.
I’ve restored this total basket case
very early 66 GT (in fact, the car is
actually registered as a 65). I do most
of my own work, including the paint
and bodywork, but not the “hard core”
engine rebuilding. The car sat in a field
for countless years, and then in my garage
for another 15 or so years. I’ve even sent
in two articles to MGB Driver about
the car. Thought I finished it well over
a year ago. This is not my “first rodeo”
restoring a B, but I’m stumped this time
. . . and this also has some pretty bright
people in our Club scratching their heads
also. Doesn’t rain much here in Southern
California, so it was only a few months
back that I hit the wipers the first time . .
. only to find out they wipers were being
driven into the bonnet/hood, instead of
wiping the windshield.
Here’s some background: I stripped
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the car to the shell, and put in a new harness from British Wiring. There was, and
still is, one wire that has confused me and
others, and it is a wire “outside” the harness (red w/green tracer). The investigating
I did on this came up with “ . . . that wire
was added at the factory, but not to the
harness, because the GT wiper motor uses
more power (due to the longer length of the
blades/windshield height)”. I was further
told that in the early cars, that wire was
simply looped around the harness. It was
that way on the harness I removed, so the
story seemed to be logical. More facts: I
changed the polarity to negative ground.
I’ve done that with roadsters, with no
problems, other than the fix on the tach
and the generator. Also, the wiper motor is
the later “round” style, not the “squarish”
one, as I have on my ‘66 roadster.
Initially, the wiper motor didn’t work
at all. That turned out largely to be that
the grease had turned to concrete. Once
cleaned and freshly lubed, it seemed to
make electrical contact and ran. I thought
“OK, problem solved”. I never checked the
actual operation.
Most recently, we tried reversing the
green and red/w green wires (thinking
maybe the change in polarity had caused
the motor to run opposite the intended
direction). Bench testing this, the motor
did run the opposite direction. I put bullet
connectors in the wiring, and “reversed”
those wires to the plug on the wiper motor.
Hoping for a correction (using masking tape for wiper arms with an arrow
marked) I carefully turned on the wiper
switch. Same thing – still running into
the bonnet/hood, BUT NOW it won’t shut
off at all, unless I kill the ignition . . . . so
obviously (in my mind), that is not the
solution.
I’ve looked at the wheelbox assemblies, and I don’t see how, especially on a
GT, they can go in any other way than the
way I have them. The sheet metal under
the dash would seem to preclude installing
the wheelboxes incorrectly.
This seems like a lot to answer via
e-mail. My thought is that we will be out
of town for a week. I would like to call
you, during your “call in” time, and chat
about this. Perhaps this will give sometime to digest my dilemma! Of course,
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you’ve probably already figured it out! I
suspect my brilliant friend has something
set up amiss? Anyway, very much appreciate your time and consideration.
Thanks so much John,
		
—Steve Kirby
Steve!
Thanks so much for your phone
call earlier today. I’m sure you’ll find
that reversing the position of the
plastic gear on the motor will change
the park to the “other” side. It’s not
often that someone changes the
wheelboxes, but that obviously was
the root of your problem. I had a
customer who purchased a wheelbox from me, installed it, and came
raging back into the shop the next
day. “Look!” he shouted. His wipers
were running in opposite directions,
crossing each other! He was certain
I’d sold him the wrong wheelbox
until I showed him that he’d simply
installed his upside down.
Between changing the wheelboxes to the proper position or
changing the gear on the motor –
the single gear is so much easier!
John,
I’ve had some starting issues in
the past, but the most recent problem
relates to the apparent overcharging of
the battery. When I turn the ignition
key, the starter turns very slowly. It will
eventually kick over, but even prior to
engaging, there’s a buzzing from the
battery and the smell of sulphur from
the battery.
I assumed the problem was with
the control box, so I pulled it and
found that the ground wire may have
been loose. On the other hand, I may
have jarred it when I removed the box
itself.
Would a loose ground (the very
fine yellow wire) possibly cause the
overcharging of the battery? I’m not
sure it could, because the generator
couldn’t be putting more back charge
back in the battery before the starter
engages, could it? I want to be cautious
with a gas-emitting battery!!
Thanks,
—Brian Stevens
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Brian,
Spinning over slowly can be
the fault of three different things:
discharged battery, faulty wire connections, and/or faulty starter motor. If you have a voltmeter available,
place it across the battery terminals
and spin the starter. A good battery
should hold at least ten volts for
twenty seconds.
If you have a test light, you can
perform a “voltage drop” test from
the earth side of the battery to the
starter motor case and from the hot
side of the batter to the starter motor
power lug. With a jumper lead on
your 12-volt test light, connect the
starter motor case to one end and
hold the other end on the battery
lead (Pb) terminal. Operate the starter motor – the light, running from
earth to earth, should not illuminate. If it DOES glow, that indicates
a fault in the clamp to post, wire to
clamp, wire to earth, earth to engine
ground strap, engine ground strap to
engine – one or more of those. Check
the hot side of the battery the same
way – from the starter motor lug to
the center of the lead post on the
battery. Operate the starter switch.
The test light, running parallel to the
positive lead, should extinguish. If
it stays bright or even glows, there
is a faulty connection between the
battery post to clamp, wire to clamp,
wire to solenoid, across the solenoid,
and/or solenoid to starter.
With an external good battery,
you can use jumper cables to operate
the starter motor. Connect one lead
from the starter lug to the donor
battery; connect the other cable to
the battery. Use the free end of the
cable to hold against the block of the
engine. If the starter motor is good,
the engine should spin briskly. My
guess is that you have one or two
loose battery clamps. That is the
most common electrical fault and is
consistent with your problems.
John,
I have an 1980 MGB that was hit up
front. I pulled it in and repaired it over the
winter. It started just fine after accident
(once cut off was reset) now it will not
crank. I have power at the switch, power
at the starter, power at the relays; tested
starter it is fine if I jump the white and
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brown wire to the fuse box it will crank
and start. Not sure where to go from here…
		
—Dan Albaugh
Dan,
If the BROWN wire is hot at the
relay and the WHITE/BROWN spins
the starter motor, the problem is either at the starter switch or the starter relay. Does the relay click when
you turn the key switch from ON to
START? Use a 12v test light. Plug
it into the WHITE/RED that comes
to the starter relay and ground the
other end. Try turning the key switch
from ON to START. If the light illuminates, then the starter relay is faulty.
If the light fails to illuminate, then
the problem is the key switch.
John

What tire size will best suit my 1970
MGB? I have been told to use 185/70 R14
and 175/70 R14. What are benefits and
problems with these sizes?			
—Roeland
Roeland,
The original tire size was 16514. While that size is yet available at
specialty tire suppliers, the cost per
tire is usually very high. More modern tires are usually used and the 185
or 175 sizes have the same circumference as the 165 tire so the speedo
readings do not change. The smaller
the tire the better!

box connection beside the bottom ( 4th)
fuse & connected it to the connection
beside the 3rd fuse (above the bottom).
After I drove the car, the fan motors began
to run & stopped when I turned the car off.
Is this connection the correct way for the
in-line fuse to be connected & the way the
motors are suppose to operate?
Please let me know because my MGA
friends always make comments about my
car continuing to run after I shut it off. In
18 years, I have never met an MGB owner
or mechanic that suggested moving the
inline fuse connector to the 3rd fuse. The
article in the 1982 Abingdon Classics
certainly made a lot of sense. Also when I
have driven in city traffic, the temp gauge
had a tendency to run warm. It did not
get near the red; however, not too far from
it. Is there any correlation to how the fan
motors were connected? If not, any suggestions? Thanks, —Robert Andersen

Robert!
You have connected the fans
correctly. You know, in 1977 there
were two wiring errors made by the
design team. The fans were one –
this was corrected in the 1978 model
year. The second was that the power
to the coil was provided by the ignition relay (hence its name!). The
problem comes when the anti run-on
hoses fail. In this case, when you turn
the key off the car continues to run,
and run, and run! In the 1978 model
year, the coil was powered directly
from the key switch and not through
that relay.
You should have no fear of driving your MGB with the temp gauge
2/3->3/4 across he face – this is not an
incorrect position, especially in stop
and go, city traffic.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.

John,
I have a question about my 1977
MGB electric fan motors. Should the electric fan motors continue to run after the
car is turned off? Since I have owned the
car (18 yrs), they may run (after driving)
after the car is turned off or sometimes
begin to run after I have turned the car
off. Recently, I read an article from a
MG Abingdon Classics magazine dated
August 1982. The article said “ensure
that the fan motors are connected to the
‘white/green’ circuit (third fuse) and not
to the bottom ‘brown/purple’. If they are
connected to the bottom fuse, they will
continue to run after the MGB is tuned off
– this drains the battery and shortens the
life of the motors”.
Last night, I did a test by switching
the in-line fuse connector from the fuse
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB, MGB LE, & 1967 MGB/GT
Special Registrar
Ken Smith

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith

P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf

P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

lbcnut@aol.com

• Our Valued Supporters •

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry

538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco
2402 Sylvan Ave.
Wilmington, Delaware, 19805
Phone: 302-998-4514
E-mail: griecoma@hotmail.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Llyod Faust
40 Santa Ana Loop
Placitas, NM
mgsrus@kwic.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox

998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan

11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send
ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO
63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to
refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

• Our Valued Supporters •

CARS FOR SALE
1979 Midget 1500 – Russet Brown/tan; 58600
miles. Very clean, 85% original. No rust or filler!
Alabama/Kentucky car. Black hardtop, two tonneau covers, new carpet, new battery, new coil,
new front suspension bushings, new tie rod ends,
new brake, new master cylinder. Many pictures
available, $3300 firm. Skip Karr, (812) 473-4938 or
emyk@netzero.com IN		
091011

1979 MGB LE - Black with 111K genuine mileage.
Too many goodies to list. Prospective buyers can
find all necessary information on my website
www.mgbmga.com. This has been my personal
vehicle for over 20 years. Reduced for quick sale:
$7000. Doug Jackson (DBA British Automotive)
(415) 472-1493 CA			
030411

1973 MGB – 2nd owner with 75k miles; all work
by certified mechanic, overdrive, new radiator, new
gas tank, new fuel pump and top; front suspension, brakes, master cylinders rebuilt; new partial
interior. Excellent driver – needs a driver! No rust.
$6000. Wayne McClain, (317) 881-6157 IN 091011

tires, mirrors, oil cooler, luggage rack, top, interior,
cruise control and so much more! Contact me for
full details. This car needs nothing! $7500 - Jon
Masley at (651) 335-2372 or mgsafetyfast@comcast.net
MN			
030411

1978 MGB – BRG with 82k miles. Beautiful paint!

Fun car, took us all over northern California; body
in great shape, no rust, always gets compliments.
Garaged during my ownership. Haven’t driven
much in the last few years. Has new top in box
ready to be assembled. $3000 – Jeff Savage,
(918) 791-9332 • jeff_savage@sbcglobal.net OK070811

1968 MGB/GT – Silver/red; very rich looking with
a new fine metallic silver paint; early GT has all
new or repaired body panels, refreshed engine and
gearbox, new red/black interior, all mechanicals
and suspension parts renewed or replaced. RetroSound radio, Pertronix ignition and coil, tube rear
shocks. Featured in Jan/Feb 2011 issue of MGB
Driver. $9500, Dennis Silance, (570) 992-3032 or
maxx1@ptd.net PA			
070811

1980 MGB LE – very nice condition; runs and
drives well. Same owner last 28 years. Always
garaged and well maintained. Dual SUs and Ansa
exhaust. $6500; John Shepherd, (828) 837-3571
NC
		
050611
1973 MGB – Mechanically the car is in excellent
condition; 20k on complete rebuild engine. New
top, three tonneau covers, and a hard top. The
interior is in fair shape, but has bad spot on dash.
$3800; Jim Lively, (405) 391-5544 or j_alively@
mcloudteleco.com OK 091010
1974 MGB – Red/black, chrome bumpers,
exceptional condition. Extensive $15k restoration
documented. CD/Changer, 15” Panasports, Dunlop
tires, covers, tonneau, winter storage bag, multiple
award winner; UML maintained. New seat belts,
master cylinder; $11,500 obo; Ed Boyer, (269) 6687612 or eboyer3@gmail.com MI
050611

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

1979 MGB - With overdrive, new windshield,

1980 MGB – White/black; mint condition, garage

kept since purchased – original owner. 44,200
miles; new tires. Price includes boot and tonneau
covers. $8500 – Art Palladino (210) 836-6328 or
ap418@aol.com
NJ			
050611

1971 MGB/GT – Weber carb, rebuilt engine, new

clutch, runs very well; Needs seat covers and headliner. Have deluxe carpet and side panel kits. Been
in inside storage for over two years, no rust, lots
of spare parts. Asking $5500 obo. Bob Wolf, (575)
824-4878 or (915) 526-8883 NM
010211

1977 MGB – Sandglow/autumn leaf; factory hard-

top, overdrive; many upgrades including Pertronix
distributor, SS exhaust, 15” Minilites, lowered
1.5,” and many more. Numerous show awards, including MG on the Rocks, MG 2008 Best of Show.
Show quality inside and out and drives even better
than it looks. $16,000 Neal Becker, (717) 332-8708
or neal.112@hotmail.com		
010211

WANTED
Wanted oil pressure gauge for a 1970 MGB and a
Speedo head. Both in good working order. Contact:
MDGIGEOFFREY@AOL.COM
SC
091011

Pre-1968 MGB roadster - Restored, older restoration, or preserved condition. I’d like to find a car
that is as original spec as possible as I am nostalgic
for the 1960s when I was young. I am in California. don@napanet.net or (707) 942 0546 CA 020310

PARTS FOR SALE
MG Magazines – MGB Driver, MG Abingdon

Classics, Enjoying MG, MG Enthusiast, MG
Magazine, and MG World. Best offer – I need the
space! Dennis Dutton: dennis376@aol.com

Air Conditioning – complete dealer installed unit.
Fits under dash of a late model MGB;
$700 includes shipping in lower 48. Bill Holmes
(970) 485-9734 CO			
070810

Where 2 ‘B
Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2011
• Sept 2-5............. MG Vintage Racers Focus Event, Lime Rock, CT • www.MGVR.org
• Sept 4................ Sports Classic Car Show, Lancaster, NY; www.buffalomg.com
• Sept 10-11......... Salisbury Concours, Des Moines, IA; www.salisburyconcours.com

Where 2 ‘B
• Sept 24............. Autumn in the Mountains, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccnc.org
• Sept 24-25........ British Car Show, Round Rock, TX • www.txabcd.org
• Sept 29-Oct 2.... MG Fall Festival, Petaluma, CA • www.mgoc.org
• Oct 1................. Fall Out 2011, Winona Lake, IN • ww.nilbmc.org
• Oct 2................. British Car Day, San Diego, CA • www.sandiegobritishcardday.org
• Oct 7-8.............. British Car Show, Nashville, TN; www.nashvillebritishcarclub.org
• Oct 8................. Brits at the Village, Lahaska, PA; www.phillymgclub.com

• Sept 10.............. Fallfest 2011, Bridgewater, NJ: austhealey@aol.com

• Oct 8................. Britz Blitz, Canton, GA; www.gatriumph.com

• Sept 11.............. British Car Festival, Des Plains, IL • www.britishcarunion.com

• Oct 8 – Brits at the Village, Lahaska, PA; www.phillymgclub.com

• Sept 11 – Battle of the Brits, Orchard Lake, MI; www.detroittriumph.org
• Sept 17-18......... English Motoring Conclave, Arvada, CO • www.thecoloradoconclave.com
• Sept 17-18......... English Motor Show, Fallbrook, CA; www.englishmotorsatfairbrook.org
• Sept 17-18......... Classics on the Green, New Kent, VA; www.classicsonthegreen.com
• Sept 17-19......... British Invasion, Stowe, VT; http://britishinvasion.com
• Sept 17.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 17.............. Brits on the Beach, Ocean Grove, NJ; info@pedc.org
• Sept 18 ............. All MG Car Show, El Segundo, CA • www.socalmgclub.org
• Sept 23-25......... Rio Grande Rendezvous, Taos, NM; www.baoa.org
• Sept 24............. MGs on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimore.com

• Oct 9................. Fallfest 2011, Bridgewater Township, NJ • austhealey@aol.com
• Oct 14-16.......... Fall GOF, Athens, GA • www.semgtr.org
• Oct 21-22.......... British Car Day, Mt Pleasant, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com
• Oct 22............... British Field Meet, Safety Harbor, FL; www.tbahc.com
• Oct 29............... Brit Bash, Vero Beach, FL; www.mgcarclubflorida.org
• Nov 5................ Brits at the Plantation, Wilmington, NC • www.bmccf.org
• Nov 5................ NAMGBR Annual General Meeting, Dillard, GA • www.namgbr.org

2012
May 30-June 3..... British Car Week National Meet, Hot Springs, AR; www.britishcarweek.org
• June 6-10.......... MG 2012 – Dillard, Georgia

Lake Tahoe

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P.O. BOX 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055

PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PADUCAH, KY
PERMIT #154

