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Chairman’s Chat

Editor’s View

A

s Richard said in the last issue,
we have two executive positions
up for election at the AGM –
Chairman and Treasurer. If you would
like to run for one of these positions,
you need to get me a Letter of Intent
by August 1. It cannot be any later
than that to make the September /
October issue – that’s stretching it as it
is; but I know that this will be getting
to your hands in early July.
In addition, the deadline for the
Cover Girl contest is getting close. I’d
like to run a photo of your car on the
cover of the November/December
issue. Send me your highest resolution
photo (or mail me the actual photo).
It will have to be at least a couple of

Robert Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver

megabytes to be a good enough resolution for the cover. Charles and I will
come up with the top ten picks and
then let the executive board make
the final choice. After that, we’ll run
it on the cover and the runners-up in
the same issue. Deadline for entries is
September 1. Send one, send ten – all
will be considered.
Robert

On the Covers
Front: Dennis Dondero’s 1964
1100 at Brit Fest in Succassunna,
NJ.
Back: What does an Austin
America have in common with
the MG? British Leyland. A
company that put both out of
production. The Austin American
stopped production in 1974.

The Inside Line

Shirley Mink’s 1955 MG TF 1500 Just beautiful.
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B

y the time, this issue goes to print
MG 2011 “A Western Experience”
held in Reno, Nevada, June 13-17,
will be in the history books. We are expecting around 300 MGBs, along with
Midgets, and a few 1100/1300s at this
All Register event. This does not take
into account the MGTs, MGAs, MGCs,
and Triple-M cars that participated in
this event. We should be looking at
somewhere in the 800 car range for a
final total of cars and approximately
1200 participants from across the US
and Canada, along with guests from
the UK and Europe.
I would like to thank the many
volunteers that stepped forward for
helping to make this a memorable MG
occasion for the members. Look for
photos and a complete write-up in the
next issue of the MGB Driver that will
fully cover the event.
I want to remind the members
that the Treasurer’s position will be
opening up this year due to term
limits. If you are interested in serving
in this position, please contact our
outgoing treasurer, Alan Magnuson or
me. You will need to submit a “Letter
of Intent” to the NAMGBR executive
board and Robert Rushing for publication in the MGB Driver.
In addition to the treasurer’s position, the position of Chairman is up

By John Hunt - MG Owners Club of Northern California

Richard Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
for election. While I intend to seek reelection to the office, I invite competition. I feel as long as the competition
is friendly and with the best interest of
the Register in mind, it is healthy for
the organization.
Changing gears, a few issues ago I
asked if any of the members have the
skills and would be willing to volunteer to help modernize our website.
I have heard back from a few, but
nothing has materialized yet. We are
still looking to upgrade the website so
if you can help please contact me. We
can compensate you for some of your
time; however, we do not have a lot to
spend on this and would have to have
a proposal outlining the costs and
what exactly your work would provide.
Finally, Connie Wyckoff has taken
over the position of Regalia Coordinator and she has hit the ground
running. Connie has come up with
an assortment of new and very nice
NAMGBR regalia items. Look for a
listing is this issue and contact her if
you don’t see something that your are
looking for at 616-748-0580
or clwyckoff@att.net
Richard

By Greg Prehodka, MG Car Club - Central Jersey Centre
By Stefanie Barnes, MG Club of St Louis

By Kyle Kruszewski, Chicagoland MG Club
By Ken Beck, Keystone Region MG Club

Do you know who owns
this super charged MG?
Picture taken at the British
Motor Trade meeting in
Florida.

By Simon Dix, MG Club of St Louis
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From the Treasurer

Secretary’s Report

W

elcome to July! This is the
time to enjoy the summer
sun and fun driving your
MGs. I encourage your participation at
MG/British events in North America
this summer and fall. Please check out
the 2011 Event Schedule inside the
back cover.
Many of us have enjoyed sharing
time and scenic drives with friends
at the N. A. Council of MG Registers
MG 2011 in Reno, Nevada! I know our
Colorado group made a pilgrimage to
the Bonneville Salt Flats, site of many
MG speed record attempts.
The NAMGBR Executive appreciates your enthusiasm for MGs and your
continued membership in your local
club and NAMGBR. We have NAMGBR
regalia including 20th Anniversary
key fobs and shirts available for sale.

A

Alan Magnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR
On the business side, for the first
eight months of our fiscal 2010-11
year, income from dues renewals
and sponsorships has been similar to
2009-10. As previously reported, our
20th Anniversary MGB Driver, key fob,
and events at MG 2011 have increased
our expenses. As a result, NAMGBR
experienced a negative net income
of $4,243.56. The Financial Balance
Sheet, October 1, 2010 – May 17, 2011,
accompanies this article.

Alan

North American MGB Register
Balance Sheet
As of May 17, 2011

ASSETS

Current Assets

Total

TOTAL ASSETS

$76,806.45
$7.00
$76,813.45
$76,813.45

Total Liabilities

$0.00

Total Bank Accounts

Accounts Receivable

Total Current Assets

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Equity

Opening Bal Equity
Retained Earnings
Net Income

Total Equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

s you sit back and read this issue
of the MGB Driver, MG 2011 will
be in the history books. To all
that contributed to the event, a special
“Thank-You” is in order. Many hours
of planning and preparation go into
the convention. You can look forward
to complete convention coverage in
the next issue.
We would like to welcome clubs
to join the growing list of NAMGBR
affiliated clubs. If your local club is not
affiliated, as a member or officer you
should inform them of the benefits
of being an affiliated club. I continue
to hear stories of accidents occurring
during club sponsored events resulting in legal actions. Unfortunately,
often times volunteers, officers, and
clubs get involved in these legal issues.
Insurance provided to affiliated clubs
and officers, is a benefit all clubs need.
All our affiliate clubs are truly the
backbone of the organization. If you
have not designated a local club or better yet two clubs on your membership,
we would encourage you to join and
support a local club(s).
Club Officers are reminded that
the on line club re-affiliation form on
www.namgbr.org need to be submitted annually, to update your club’s

Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
information. We continue to get
questions regarding the number of
NAMGBR members listed to remain eligible for the insurance benefits. Clubs
are encouraged to monitor membership to ensure they are qualified for
the insurance, before certificates are
required, so the re-affiliation filing is
a great opportunity to check your club
records.
Our membership continues to
grow, as our current members and
especially our clubs share the news
of our organization, almost daily I
receive membership applications that
state they were referred by another
member or by joining a local club. Our
members have always been our best
recruiters, keep inviting prospective
members to join.
Hope your summer driving and
MG 2011, was an adventure to remember. Feel free to contact us if you need
information or assistance.

Denny

40,494.05
40,562.96
-4,243.56
$76,813.45
$76,813.45

Tuesday, May 17, 2011 10:47:01 AM GMT-6 - Cash Basis

MG 2010 on tour to the Lake on the Mountain, Johan and Rene Petersen’s 1974 MGB takes a spin.
6
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MGB Registrar

H

ello there! By now you should
have recovered from the festivities in Reno during MG 2011;
but if you haven’t, or couldn’t attend,
then I’m sure Robert and Chas will
bring you up to speed on what took
place either in this issue or the next.
Hope you all arrived home safely and
without too much stress and strain on
your MG!
Now, you may recall that in the
Jan/Feb 2010 issue of the MGB Driver I
wrote about a rather unusual US Spec
Limited Edition MGB, assembled in
England to the order of a Mr. John Butler. We had quite a few questions about
this particular car and our suspicions
were confirmed when the car came
up for sale at Bonham’s Car Auction
in Oxford during March of this year.
Offered at an estimated auction price
of £6000-£9000, the car VIN # GVADJ1AG 507171, failed to sell and we are
indebted to Bonham’s for the following information given on the sales
catalog sheet:
“The unique car offered here is a right
hand drive UK market version of the US
Limited Edition commissioned by MG enthusiast, John Butler early in 1980. Chris
Peacock, Plant Manager of MG cars, had
already written to Butler informing him
that they did not make a UK version of the
US model; but said that if he purchased
a black roadster with the optional alloy
wheels, an appropriate set of transfers
could be supplied leaving him to source a
suitable boot rack and steering wheel. By
this time, Butler had learned of a black
roadster specially prepared by the factory
for display in BL’s Piccadilly showroom
and he arranged to buy it via University
Motors. In addition to the Piccadilly
Special’s enhanced specification, Butler
ordered full rust proofing, under-sealing, a
Brown & Gammons suspension lowering
kit, 14”
Moto-Lita steering wheel and US Market unvarnished alloy wheels.
“The car then went back to Abingdon
to be fitted with the US Limited Edition

8
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Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
model’s boot rack, chin spoiler, and the
side stripes etc.
Butler also obtained “Jubilee” decals
for the door tops and US Spec black
boot carpets that Abingdon had had
made.
After John Butler parted with the
car, it enjoyed a further three owners before being purchased by a Chris
Pearson in September of 1986. Subsequently, Pearson met with Butler, who
gave him the MG correspondence and
photographs of the car being collected
from Abingdon. These plus other relevant correspondence, service bills, etc,
came with the car when the current
woman owner purchased the car from
Chris Pearson in 2000, and remain
with it today. We are advised that in
addition to the alterations listed above,
the MGB had its engine rebuilt to Stage
2 tune in October 1996, and that it has
seen relatively little use in dry weather
only, while in the current ownership.
“Equipped with the desirable overdrive gearbox, this unique MGB Limited
Edition roadster comes with a spare set of
wheels, hard top, current MOT/tax, and
Swansea V5. An occasional knock from
the differential when hot is the only fault
notified.”
Rob Hubbard, Bonham’s Collectors Motor
Cars Oxford
So, there you have it – but have
you? Our Research has uncovered yet
more details on this saga from none
other than Chris Pearson who owned
the LE from 1986 to 2000. He writes in
1987:
“I purchased my car from the MG
Enthusiast Garage at Rudgewick in Sussex, in September 1986, a very immaculate 1980 black roadster, registration
9

number 5540 MG with only 33,000 miles
on the clock and trimmed out to look like
A US-only, Limited Edition. Black alloy
wheels with black centers (the English
LEs had red centers), American boot rack
(much nicer than any ever available in
this country), silver side stripes, and the
distinctive (and ugly!) works spoiler. On
each door is there is the joined coat of
arms of MG and Abingdon with Jubilee
dates and the number plates are embossed
with “MG Abingdon, Golden Jubilee”.
From the description of the car, you
can see that it is quite distinctive and
therefore it should not be difficult to
trace its history.
“I started with the previous owner
but she knew nothing of its history, so
back to the original owner. I was fortunate
enough to have the original service book
with the car and found the original owner
was a company, and you’ve guessed it,
they no longer exist, so I drew a blank
there too. I contacted both major MG clubs
in the UK, the MGOC and the MGCC.
One suggested I send £3 to Heritage trust
for a production trace certificate, and the

other sent a very nice letter saying they
had no information on the car.
“With bated breath, I wrote to Heritage trust, and awaited their all-revealing
reply. Their letter was short, and not very
sweet, stating as the car is under ten years
old they are unable to release any details.
This smacks of MI5 and at that point I
wondered if MG were working on some
secret project to fool Russian radar with
low flying MGBs and Midgets, but who
knows?
“That seemed to be the end of the
story until I took the car to my local
service engineer and related my story to
him. He gave me a contact at Abingdon
who was able to tell me that the car was
completed on the 18th December 1979. It
was fifth off the line that day and left the
factory with 11 liters of petrol in the tank
– and yes, it was black, but the rest of the
specification he could not help with.
“Where to now? Back to the original
documents to find the car was supplied
by University Motors, the appointed BL
Zone 5 dealer in Kingston. One of the staff
members at the Sprite & Midget Center in

Richmond was an ex-University Motors
employee, and the next time I called in,
he gave the car a thorough going over, and
then informed me that it was definitely
not modified by University Motors!”
We then heard more from Chris
following a note left on his car at an
MG meet by the original owner.
“In 1979, it seemed John Butler
along with 500 other hopefuls went to
the Abingdon Jubilee Celebrations and
entered the concours with his TF, which he
won. During the course of the event, Butler
met Chris Peacock, then the MG Plant
Manager, and mentioned that he would
10
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like to purchase a new MGB but would like
it to be slightly different to commemorate
his win. After a few weeks, it was agreed
that if Butler purchased a black roadster
through a dealer, the works would modify
it to look like a US Spec Limited Edition
MGB.
“He tried to obtain a black roadster
from several dealers, but had no luck as
black was normally only available to special order. If he made a special order, the
car would not have been built until 1980
and as he specifically wanted a car built in
the Jubilee year, the whole project looked
in jeopardy.
11

“So Mr. Butler contacted Chris
Peacock again for help and as luck would
have it Leyland had on December 18,
1979, built a black MGB roadster for their
Piccadilly showrooms in London.
This car was finished to a higher
standard than normal cars and known
for obvious reasons as “Piccadilly Finish”.
By pulling a few strings, it was agreed
that when the car had finished its eight
week show period at Piccadilly it would
be made available for Butler to purchase
and be modified by either them or the MG
Factory.
The car left Piccadilly on March 11
and went to the aforementioned University Motors in Kingston. Here it was fitted
with North American LE spec alloy wheels
and a Brown & Gammons lowering kit. It
was then returned to Abingdon for the addition of the side stripes, spoiler, boot rack,
and a set of custom-built leather seats. In
the meantime, he had taken the car to a
Portsmouth Printing company and had
the Abingdon Jubilee logo screened on the
tops of the doors.
“John’s new pride and joy was
finally picked up from Abingdon in some
secrecy, as by this time BL did not approve
of either special cars being built, or the
public going into the works. Butler was in
fact, nearly thrown off the site by a director who gave him quite a stern lecture!
Meanwhile, Chris Peacock again wrote
to John asking if the would like a boot
carpet as the works had made a few sets
from an American sample and this was
subsequently fitted. Unfortunately, the
MGB was registered through Mr. Butler’s
company and when he sold out to an
American concern in 1981 – the car went
too. It then changed hands three times
before I purchased it in September of 1986
with no knowledge of its previous special
history.”
I am indebted to Colin HaynesGoody of the J.U.L.E Register in England for help in compiling this feature.
Now for something completely
different! Does any member own, or
have information on a 1975 MGB,
Citron in color, which may be in the
Texas area? GHN5 367902 with engine
# 18V798AEL.102, was one of the
development MGBs shipped over to
12

Galveston to undergo testing to FMVSS standards in braking. This inquiry
comes from Gordon Wright, in Scotland, one of the project engineers who
accompanied the car to the USA. We’ll
bring you the full story on Gordon
and his time at R & D in Longbridge,
in a future issue, but if you can help
at all in this search then we’d be very
interested. The car does not appear on
the MGB Register database. Incidentally, Gordon thinks that the MGB
was never repatriated to the UK and
remained in Texas after the testing.
I think that’s enough for this
time…

1974½ MGB Registrar
Images provided by Scott Perry

I

n this post, I’m always turning over
rocks and looking around for ‘new’
cars to add to the database. I see all
conditions and prices, believe me. Just
today, I came across one with the
typical California Car descriptor in the
title. I’ve gotten jaded because that often leads to a badly sun-beaten or hastily restored example. To my pleasant
surprise, I found this clean ‘74½ Roadster out of San Francisco offered at a
very surprising $3995. It serves as not
only a reminder that good examples
still exist, but also a great reference for
these early rubber bumper cars.
Going strictly off the photos, I
can see most of the earmarks of a true
original here. Starting with the body,
the Damask Red looks to be the right
shade and shows nice and even across
the whole car. All the panels line up
nicely, the front valance is there and
unmarked while the undercarriage
appears nice and dry. Outwardly,
early rubber bumper Bs looks a lot like

Scott Perry
1974½ Registrar
late ones (and vice versa), but notice
the front end has no holes drilled
for a license plate. That was a unique
feature to these earliest ones (they used
L brackets that mounted under and
behind the armature). That gives the
cleanest look possible and makes them
easier to restore if needed. Speaking
of tidy, this one has no luggage rack or
crease on the prop side of the trunk lid
either.
Onto the interior, the rubber sill
coverings, mats and that three-spoke
steering wheel are all early features. A
keen eye will notice all the early gauges
and switches are there, the vinyl pattern of the seats is correct and those
door panels & caps are just as they

This is the one with the typical California Car descriptor in the title.
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Letters to the Editor

Malcs MGB

were fitted in late ‘74. Come to think
of it, I could not find one thing that
was missing, modified or incorrect
for a ‘74½. That pristine dash suggests
this particular B lived a sheltered life.
Under the hood, we expect to see
the dual carburetors, but what about
the still-intact smog equipment and
(pressboard) mud shield? You can just
see the lines going to the oil cooler up
front so chalk up another bonus right
there. I like that the air cleaners are
still there and the wiring/ancillaries

look essentially untouched.
What’s the old saying, “believe
half of what you see?” The half I see
here tells me there’s a nice, original
example out there at a great price and
that’s encouraging. It should also give
you a rough idea of what to look for as
a starting point in finding or evaluating one. If I ever come across one this
original in person, I’ll take some better
photos and do a proper breakdown of
what makes the ‘74½ unique.

Robert,
Having served as president of the Milwaukee & Greatlakes MG Motorcar Group
for the past two years, I have been receiving the MGB Driver. While it is interesting reading, my term has expired and the
new President is Dave Jefferson. I believe
he is an active member of NAMGBR as he
owns a B as well as an A.
Being a TC owner and no longer
active in club affairs, I am requesting that
me name be removed from your subscription list.
Thank you and Happy Motoring!
—James Koester
Thanks for letting us know
James. It’s very important to update
the Vice Chairman and Secretary
after every club election so we can
keep our records straight and make
sure that your club copy of the Driver
gets to the right person.
Robert,
In the MGB Diver May/June 2011
you feature an article on Gaydon, UK, a
location that I have visited several times
over the years and enjoyed every visit. You
also comment on the existence of what is
called “Old Number One”, the car that
Kimber drove in the 1925 Lands End
Trials. This car won in its class, but it is
equally important to know that it in no
way was Old Number One the only MG
Entry, in fact the Morris Garage Enterprise entered no less than three cars for

14
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this event and each one took an award.
Kimber’s car was the one that achieved
the highest placing, but the other two also
did quite well to be placed in the top ten
vehicles.
When they returned to the MG
Garage in Oxford, only one was saved, the
now famous Old Number One, the other
two were used for parts for outstanding orders. In those days, Billy Morris was only
interested in winners that could promote
the name and of course, he had one with
Kimber’s car!
The whole Oxford operation existed
on a shoe string budget at that time,
employing about six full time people and
a couple of part-time assemblers borrowed from the Morris Motor works in
Cowley. At best, the 1925/26 production
hovered around twenty-five cars for each
year all hand made for special orders.
It is important to remember that
Kimber’s real job was to manage the Morris Garage Show Rooms in Oxford where a
number of different brands were offered to
the public including a couple of American
vehicles and at least two Motor Cycles.—
Geoff Wheatley
Geoff, you always come through
with some great info for us – Thanks!
Robert,
I enjoyed the article about the visit
to the Heritage Center Museum that appears in the current edition of the MGB
Driver. For me, the most interesting of the
15

pictures that you took was not of an MG,
but the Formula 1 car driven by Jackie
Stewart. I was at Brans Hatch in the
summer of 1972 at the British/European
Grand Prix (only one race that year) when
Jackie Stewart lost to Emerson Fittipaldi
driving the Johnnie Player Special. I don’t
know if the car in the picture is the same
one that Jackie drove in that race, but it is
the same color. I remember that after the
race, I walked through the pit area with
the other guys with whom I had attended
the race, and saw Jackie Stewart getting
out of his car. It is something that I have
remembered for a long time.
The sights and sounds of the race,
as well as the warm-up event with Minis,
MGs, Jaguars, and even a Corvette or two,
was also interesting. The track was basically a backwards “L”. My friends and I
were standing at the end of the short leg
of the L where all the cars were required to
slow down dramatically in order to make
the 180-degree turn. It was a great place
to see the details of all the cars, although
seeing the Formula 1 cars doing around
180 mph on the long straightaway was
probably impressive also.
Did you happen to take a picture of
the placard describing the car’s history
while you were there? If you did, could you
please bring a copy of it to the MG club
meeting on May 9th? I would be interested to see it.
—Greg Quigley
Greg, Simon checked the photos
and we did not take a close up the
placard. Still, the picture was high
resolution so I zoomed in as much as

I could and it appears that this is a
1970/1 March Ford. I can’t read everything but I think it says Stewart drove
this car and was 2nd place at the
Dutch and Italian GPs and that driving a sister 701 car in a Spanish Race
at Jarama (??) in the 1970 season. So
it seems that this was the car that
lead up to the 1972 event you were at
and not that exact car.
Robert
On April 3, I ordered a spec sheet
from British Heritage for my 1979 MGB
LE and gave them all the info on my car.
On the plate on the driver’s side doorsill
and on the plate it says build date 11/78
which would make the car a 1979.
I waited three weeks for the document
to arrive. I then opened the package and
on the build date and delivery date it said
it was built in 11/79 and the same on
delivery to dispatch is 11/79 that would
make the car a 1980.
I then questioned British Heritage
why the big difference in the plate and the
document. They blamed it on the dealer
for the difference. I paid a lot of money
for this piece of info. What should I do
somewhere this mistake is not useable for
insurance reasons They claim that they
type in the information and the archives
fill in the rest. Could MG have made this
error (typo) or could the dealer have made
this error? I love the car but the error could
be fixed. If it is a 1980 the vin # would be
a different set of numbers. What can I do
about the typo.
Thank You, —James Gelbman

James, I guess it’s possible that a
mistake was made at the factory, but
having seen the way the records were
entered, I just can’t imagine that
big of a mistake would take place. I
would tend to agree with BMHT that
the error took place at the dealer or
the state license bureau. So many
cars were sold as one year when they
were actually another. In the past,
many states titled the car in the year
they were sold, not by model year. If
yours was built in 11/79 and sold that
same year, then it could be considered a 1979 by your state. In another
state, it might have been listed as a
1980. In the case of my car, it was titled as a 1972 even though it is clearly
a 1971. I was able to take the information to my state license bureau (after
owning the car for 24 years – I was a
little slow on getting it resolved) and
they corrected the title. If I’m not
mistaken, the plate on the doorsill is
not when it was manufactured, but
is a notice that the car complies with
laws and regulations to a particular
date. My car’s says 11/71 when it was
built in 8/71.
Hi Robert,
Great issue – May/June.....just a note
about the Rally pics.....the first three of
Malcolm Gammons I had sent to Ken in
1993. The lead picture of the jumping car
was used in the Driver back then. Those
pics are NOT by Tony Large. They are by
Chris Harvey (the author) or John Gaisford. You should check with Ken on this.
—Lloyd Faust
Thanks Lloyd – I think those photos must have gotten mixed up with
the Tony Large photos that Ken sent
me. That was a great photo though!
Hi Robert,
The recent issue of the MGB Driver
has a photo of a MGB Pace Car found in
a Baltimore junk yard sent in by Richard
Liddick. I have information about that
car (or one of them). British Leyland had
created eight special 1978 MGBs with
pace car graphics for the 1978 Pocono
Coca-Cola 500. I’ve enclosed an article
appeared in Classic Motorsports Magazine, but I am not sure of the date. It is sad
to see how one of these rare cars has met
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its fate.
I’ve also enclosed a photo of my
1968 MGB Mk II taken at the recent
AACA Hershey Fall Meet where it received
a National Senior Award. I purchased
“Bumble” (as named by my daughter who
says it reminds her of a bumblebee) new in
June 1968 from Ladd Motors in Lebanon,
Pennsylvania. The car has just recently
turned 50,000 original miles. Also, please
find a copy of Auto Restorer Magazine
where my car was the featured restoration.
I always look forward to reading the
MGB Driver as soon as it arrives in the
mailbox. Keep up the good work.
Sincerely,
—Charlie Demmy
Hi Robert,
The car in the junkyard was part of a
marketing agreement between the US MG
importer and Pocono Raceway in Pennsylvania. Two or three cars were fitted with
the orange stripes and lettering and used
to pace the NASCAR, Indy Car, and sports
car races at Pocono in 1977. Between
races, they were used by track staff for
promotion and daily driving.
Northeast MG dealers were also offered the stripe and lettering kits so they
could offer “pace car edition” MGB’s for
sale, and they could also sell advance
tickets to Pocono events.
It might be hard to determine whether
the car in the photo was one of the actual
pace cars or not. For more, see Classic
Motorsports magazine issue #123 (Nov
2006).
—Mike Joy
PS - If it is an actual Pocono car,
and restorable, we might be able to find a
home for it
Charlie & Mike – thanks for sending in the info! It’s a very interesting
piece of MGB history and I wonder
if there is any way at all to find out if
it was one of the actual cars or not.
Hopefully we’ll get some more input!
I’d like to give a shout-out to the
Southern California MG Club for
being recognized by the National Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society for their
donation of $1000 to help fund the
Society’s research initiatives. Thanks
to Steve Gartner for the notice!
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British Transportation Museum

By Ron Parks,
MG Car Club-Southwestern Ohio Centre

Y

ou may or may not be aware of
the existence of the British Transportation Museum in Dayton,
Ohio. The British Transportation
Museum is a cultural facility incorporated in
Ohio with 501(c)
(3) recognition
by the IRS as an
educational
institution
established
to collect,
preserve,
and interpret
through exhibits
the history of Britishbuilt transportation
vehicles utilized in the United
States. The focus here is to foster learning, appreciation, insight and a useful
understanding of the role of British
transportation vehicles in American
life.
The vehicle collection is currently housed temporarily in buildings
owned by three members, but soon
to be moved to a rented building for
an interim period. The museum has a
building fund supported by fundrais-

Interview with Warwick Banks

ing projects, such as our annual British
Car Meet, car raffles, dinners, and
others. A search for a suitable building
in which to permanently house our
collection in the Dayton area is ongoing. In the past, we have raffled off
MGBs. This year we chose
instead to raffle a new
MINI Cooper,
in hopes of
raising more
money for
the building fund,
as the
appeal of a
new vehicle
could reach a
larger audience. Fill out the
entry form online and
mail it along with your check
to enter the drawing for a new MINI.
Please consider becoming a
member of the British Transportation Museum and/or supporting the
organization with your purchase of a
raffle ticket(s) for the new Mini we will
be giving away to some lucky winner.
Go to our website to see photos of our
collection, to become a member or to
support the museum - www.britishcarmuseum.org.

Great MG Midget showing at Britfest 2011 Succasunna, NJ.
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Warwick Banks
By John Hunt
MG Owners Club of Northern California
Images provided by John Hunt

T

his past winter I was surfing the
net and came across an event
hosted at the National Motor
Museum in Beaulieu, England entitled
“Warwick Banks – His Life and Times
as a Racing Driver”. Unfortunately, due
to both the timing and location of the
event, attending was not an option. So,
I wrote Theresa Browning at Beaulieu
and she was kind enough to provide
an introduction for me to arrange an
interview of Mr. Banks.
Mr. Banks has had a long and
successful relationship with MGs,
having been one of the leading drivers
on MG’s race team in the early 1960s
as well as campaigning his own MG
later in life. His exciting racing career
includes wins in Formula Three for
Tyrell Racing Group and being Jackie
Stewart’s teammate in 1964. He won
the European Touring Car Championship in 1964; and in 1965 he finished
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runner-up in the British Saloon Car
Championship with a class winning
Mini Cooper.
For those that enjoy reading about
MGs, you may have read about Mr.
Banks victories in MG by McCombs.
Mr. Bank’s career was also chronicled
in The Works MGs by Mike Allison
and Peter Browning. Please join me
below for an entertaining and insightful interview with one of Abingdon’s
finest drivers.
In your opinion, what are the characteristics of a great race car driver?
“A difficult question and one
that needs a careful answer! In the
past there had to be an almost complete disregard for personal safety,
but since Jackie Stewart’s campaign
this has markedly improved. Having
said that, the standard of driving
(and crashing) as the result of this extra safety is not as good as it used to
be, in my opinion, and slick tires have
made some mediocre drivers appear
better than they are at car control.
Apart from obvious fitness, reactions,
and car control, a first-class consis19

tently winning driver has to be quite
a selfish fellow with an abundance
of drive and will to win. Not always a
nice combination regarding personality. In the past I would put Fangio,
Jimmy Clark, Alain Prost, Stirling
Moss, and Schumacher in a class of
their own, though the last named
had his controversial moments! I was
not a lover of Senna, nor what he did
to Prost at McLaren. There are many
others who were excellent (such as
Tony Brooks, Salvadori, Emerson Fittipaldi, and Nelson Piquet) but who
do not stick in my mind as much.
Many of the modern F1 drivers are
not “racers” but “high speed motorists”; Hamiliton, Vettel, Alonso, Kubica, Kobayashi, and Rosberg being
current exceptions.”
What are the strengths of the MGB as a
race car?
“A remarkable car all ‘round considering it was launched in 1962 and
still has remarkable looks and street
cred. A delight and easy to drive and
race, its reliability is legendary. The
stiffness of the monocoque shell is
immense and, whilst designed for
only 95 bhp originally, our V8 cars
are coping with nearly 400 bhp with
no detriment to their integrity. One
has been timed through Blanchimont
at Spa at 184 mph and 0-100 mph is
around the 10 seconds mark or less. I
think that says a lot about the original design!”
Note: In the 1965 Brands Hatch
1000 race, Mr. Banks and John Rhodes
out drove a number of larger and more
powerful cars to achieve an outright victory. Those cars included an Austin Healy
3000 driven by Paddy Hopkirk, a Morgan
driven by Chris Lawrence, and an E-Type
Jaguar.

Warwick Banks driving 8 DBL in the
1965 Brands Hatch 1000 race—
Personally, I think the 1965 Brands
Hatch 1000 race with John Rhodes, where
you scored an outright victory in an MGB,
to be one of the brightest moments in the
racing history of the B. When you think of
the 1965 Brands Hatch 1000 race, what
comes to mind?
“What a great weekend we had!
It is still the longest race distance run
in England since WWII, I believe, other than 24-hour events. Neither John
Rhodes nor myself took the event
particularly seriously as it was a oneoff. We just drove the car (8 DBL)
to its utmost leaving all the others
behind. We won £1000 prize money
and I bought a brand new MGB/GT
with my share. That fact that the GT
had to spend three weeks back at
the factory being rectified is another
story! You should not forget other
great MGB achievements such as the
84-hour race win at the Nurburgring
and several good runs at Le Mans,
the Targa Florio, and elsewhere.”
Do you have any entertaining stories
racing an MG or from being a part of the
competitions department at Abingdon
that you would like to share?
“I was always privileged to be
part of the MG and Abingdon “family”, whether driving an MG, Austin
Healey, a Mini, or a Formula 3 car.
Their workmanship and preparation
was excellent and the personnel first
class – many of whom meet every
two years at a reunion, something
that I doubt happens with many
other manufacturers. The cars were
solid, rapid, and conservative, as the
overall results speak for themselves.
No particular anecdote stands out,
but many fond memories!”

MG owners taking
their cars through their
paces at the Shannonville Race Track, in
Shannonville, Ontario.
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Time to Let It Go!

By Greg Prehodka
MG Car Club - Central Jersey Centre

W

hen anyone offered me their
extra or unwanted car parts, I
couldn’t refuse them – especially if they were British! I’d buy car
stuff when it was a good deal just to
have “extras”. You never know when
you might need an extra starter, carburetor, transmission, or whatever.
At the vintage car races I went
to, I’d get extra event posters, and
now they just sit in storage. Over 30
years of posters – I could wallpaper
my house with all that I have! When
people would offer me car stuff, I never
seemed to be able to say “NO” – even
for a “Free Car” – like when I got a free
Morris Minor! I’m addicted to tools
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and they have just accumulated over
the years, to a lot more than I could
ever need. I never could walk through
Sear’s tool department without buying
something! How many extra screw
drivers, or wrenches, or sockets do I
really need? I’ve even purchased some
specialty tools, just in case I might
need them, that I’ve never even used!
I’ve been fortunate to get some
“free stuff” from places I’ve worked
at over the years. Unfortunately, I
got some of it because I was involved
with shutting down facilities at times.
I have almost as much hardware as
Home Depot. And why did I save all
those old car items that I really didn’t
need – from used Whitworth hardware
to used car springs to various electrical
components and carb parts?
Point here is that I have accumulated too much STUFF
in my life’s journey, especially automotive stuff, and
in particular British car stuff,
that has really became just
so much extra baggage. I’ve
accumulated stuff to fill up
the space that I had available
in my house and garage and
yard and my mother-in-law’s
garage too! It became just
TOO MUCH! But as the years
crept up on me, project cars
were not even getting started,
never mind getting done, and
23

I finally concluded that “Less would be
Better”.
I’d like to spend more time driving
my MGs than working on project cars.
I realized that my dreams of those
restoration projects I had planned,
just weren’t going to happen and
the thought of ever having to move
somewhere else and moving all my
stuff, just plain scared me! So my life’s
philosophy changed. A few years ago,
I started downsizing my “Stuff”. The
first step – and one of the hardest –
was starting to identify what I really
wanted to keep and what could go.
This review process would be repeated
many times. It’s not always that easy
to let go of your security blanket and
then find ways to dispose of it!
First, I had too many project cars
that just were never going to happen. I
sold my Turner, Bugeye Sprites, Datsun
240-Z, and basket case MGTD for what
I could. At least it freed up some room
for me to move around in my garage
and put a few bucks in my wallet! At
our MG car club monthly meeting, we
have a “Green Table”. On it you put
anything you want to give away for
“free” to other members. A special way
to “recycle” stuff, and save the earth.
Every month, I took in some of
my stuff for it that I decided I could
part with. It made others happy who
wanted it, and then it became part
of their stash – not mine! Extra tools,
car parts, hardware, car memorabilia,
24
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posters, car magazines, etc. I’ve saved
lots of car magazines since the 1960’s.
Boxes and boxes of them! Why did I
even keep them? I don’t go back and
read those old magazines! Then I’ve
just given a few things to friends who
could use some stuff I had.
I’ve also gone to some British car
flea markets. I would load up my van
with what I thought I could sell, spend
a day trying to sell it to people who
want it at bargain prices, and then
spend another day putting much of
it back to where it came from. I’d be
lucky to make enough to cover my
expenses, but at least it provided a fun
day of chatting with car people, and
I would get rid of some of it. Funny,
when I want to buy something, it
seems to be worth its weight in gold,
but when I want to sell something, it
seems to have the value of scrap iron!
I’ve got welding equipment and
can do metal working, so I’ve accumulated various steel items over the years
in case I ever wanted to build something. It rarely happened! I accumulated a lot of steel that I got for free from
places where I worked or from friends!
I gave some steel items away to a few
who wanted certain pieces. Last year,
I took over 2,000 pounds of steel and
iron to the scrap yard – and at three
cents a pound I wasn’t exactly getting
rich for my efforts! Just recently, I had
the scrap guy come to my house with
his truck this time, and he must have
25

taken away even more than that, but I
didn’t get paid since he came for it!
I’ve got to get down to just one
complete set of tools (well maybe two
sets of certain ones). I’ve got so many
duplicate and triplicate and more,
tools; but the challenge is to inventory
just what I have, sort them all out, and
figure out what I want and just what
the are “extras” I can get rid of. They
are scattered in so many different
places. Another thing that amazes me
is that I have some stuff that I can’t
even tell you where it came from or
why I have it! Where did that 850cc
BMC A-series engine come from? I
don’t know!
As I look through all the stuff I
have, I wonder what would happen to
it if I kicked the bucket today? It is very
likely my wife could not be bothered
with dealing with it and would just
pay someone to haul it away or trash
it. So, for those things not that dear to
me, I’d like to get it into hands of those
who would appreciate it or could use it.
Sell it, give it away, and as a last resort,
throw it away.
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I’ve had my 1953 MGTD since
1967 and have been vintage racing
it since 1977. It will stay with me to
my end, and then it will become my
daughter Rachel’s, as she also races it.
It has become part of me. But most everything else is open for re-evaluation.
And think about it – maybe it is time
to let go of some of your stuff too! Life
is a journey, and all journeys end some
day; but the one thing that I will hold
on to dearly are the many MG and car
“Memories” of my lifetime.
I got my first car in 1967 – a Sunbeam Alpine. I’ve lost count of all my
cars since then (mostly British), and all
the car events of my life’s journey so
far. My most significant car adventure
has been racing my MGTD since 1977,
and now my daughter Rachel shares
that joy with me! So many wonderful
memories of cars and friends, which
I could write a book about! And some
day I hope to find time to sort out
those many boxes of photos, especially
from car events over the years, that I
have sitting around!
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Basic B: Finding a Rattle

By Steve Kirby
San Diego MG Club

A

t the risk of great personal
embarrassment… John Twist I
am not. It was about a year and a
half ago that I finished (Note: Are you
EVER finished with a restoration?) the
restoration of our 66 GT (MGB Driver,
March/April 2010). I tried to do most
of the work myself. The “hardcore”
part of the engine rebuild was done
by a pro, as were the rebuilding of the
tranny/overdrive, the diff, and the
fitting of the seat covers and headliner.
The rest (welding, rust repair, bodywork, painting, mechanical, assembly,
trim, front suspension – I did myself).
I mention that because I felt I knew the
car pretty well. This was the 10th or
so MGB I’ve restored in one way or the
other.
Of course, there was a list of things
that needed to be “sorted”, as the Brits
love to say. Slowly, I began to work
my way through the list. The most
annoying thing on the “sorting out”
list was a rattle… a quite distinct rattle.
Initially, I thought it was something
under the dash – the speedo cable or
something flopping around. My dear
wife got REALLY tired of us driving
down the road, with me constantly
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fondling under the dash for the illusive rattle.
I double-checked things I knew
I had done right. Were the U-joints
tight? Were the wheels on tight? Were
the front bearings set up right? Was
the steering column correct? Were
the clamps, etc, that hold the steering
column tight? Was the shifter in need
of another bushing or had the front
wheels lost their balance? Were the
headlights aimed too low? I was getting desperate. The rattle did not seem
to be consistent with engine speed,
nor did it sound particularly “scary”…
not like it was coming from the engine
itself, nor the tranny.
In December, my wife and I attended our Club’s Board meeting. I
happened to sit next to three of our
tech gurus. They listened to my Tale
of Woe, and made a whole heap of
suggestions. Alas, I felt like I had tried
them all. But, the conversation did
motivate to try, “once-and-for-all” to
find this annoying bugger.
Next day, I decided, with no apparent logic, to remove the speaker
console. My thinking was that I could
then drive it down the road, and get
my hands into areas up-and-under
the dash that I had not been to access
previously.
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Chapter Spotlight

British Boots & Bonnets Car Club

I need to back-up a bit, and state
that since I finished putting in the
carpet, I haven’t been to find my 7/16”
ratcheting wrench. You know how it
is when you “lose” a tool – eventually
they show up. In this case, the wrench
was gone for so long, that I finally re-
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placed it. Hence, I sort of forgot about
the missing wrench.
Well, by the photo, you can see
exactly what I immediately saw when
I pulled back the speaker console.
There was my missing wrench, and the
source of the @#%&* rattle!!
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Rockford, Illinois

T

he British Boots & Bonnets (BBB)
Car Club was established in 1996
by a small group of British car
enthusiasts in the greater Rockford, Illinois area. The enthusiasm continues
with 88 membership families in 2010.
We have very recently become affiliated with the North American MGB Register and would like to raise awareness
of our club among Register members.
The BBB Club includes many of the
British car marques. There are MGs,
Triumphs, Jaguars, Austin Healeys,
Lotus, Rolls-Royces, Minis new and
old, as well as other marques.
Our calendar includes events and
activities that keep members busy
year-round. Even when our LBCs are
under wraps for winter, we still have
monthly meetings, trips, and special
gatherings. Always in the back of
everyone’s mind is the anticipation
of that first spring drive with the top
down.
Last February, a group drove to
the Fireside Dinner Theatre in Fort
Atkinson, Wisconsin, to enjoy lunch
and a musical review of the Fabulous
50’s & 60’s, celebrating an era when
some of us first discovered British cars.
An annual spring event is a garage tour
for the guys and an English Tea Party
for the ladies. Of course the guys think
the garages are great, while the ladies
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enjoy the afternoon visiting, sampling
many English food specialties, and, of
course, tea.
The BBB Events Chairman and
his wife introduced a new activity last
year – a monthly BBB Drive & Dine on
the second Wednesday of the month.
Members have volunteered to host
a drive somewhere around the area,
ending up with dinner at a favorite restaurant. We’ve driven some beautiful
roads that many hadn’t seen before,
and now we all have new restaurant
destinations in southern Wisconsin
and northern Illinois. Attendance at
Drive & Dine events has always been
high. Our club motto is “Driving Enthusiasts”, but we jokingly say that our
motto should be “Drive, Eat, Repeat”.
Other annual events included
a drive to Millie’s Pancake House in
Delavan, Wisconsin, a progressive
dinner hosted by club members in the
summer, a Labor Day Picnic, and a Fall
Drive which this year was to the Sauk
City area of Wisconsin.
Sadly, we lost two very active club
members this year, and we wanted to
remember them in a special way. Last
July, the club hosted the Ed Eggleston
Memorial Drive to the Bix Jazz Festival
in Davenport, Iowa. The weather did
not cooperate, but that didn’t stop our
BBB members. Then in August members organized a Jim Spaight Memorial
Drive to attend the Botham Vineyard
29

Car Show, near Barneveld, Wisconsin.
The weather was a bit better this time,
but tops up certainly does help! Our
dear friends were with us in spirit both
days.
We usually plan one long weekend trip during the summer. In 2010,
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it was a four day trip to the Grafton,
Illinois area along the Mississippi River
just north of St. Louis. We stayed at
the Ruebel Hotel in Grafton – built in
1884 and complete with a little girl
ghost, Abigail, whom no one saw. We
crossed the Mighty Mississippi by ferry
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three times. All six MGBs and four
MINI Coopers fit on the ferries with
room to spare. Saturday we drove the
Missouri Wine Country Road, Route
94, enjoying the beautiful scenery,
wine samples, and food. On Sunday,
we drove through Pere Marquette State
Park stopping at the Lodge for brunch.
Then to Elsah, Illinois, and Principia
College where we were led on a tour
of the campus visiting the dig site of
an Ice Age mammoth. The college
is preparing an exhibit of “Benny”,
and we got a sneak preview of tusks,
molars, and bones all being preserved
for re-assembly. Sunday was very hot,
giving everyone an excuse to drive to
the top of the bluffs in Grafton and
meet up at a winery where we enjoyed
a wonderful view, a little breeze, some
liquid refreshment, and dinner. It was
a full day’s drive home on Monday.
There were no car breakdowns during
the entire 900-mile trip.
During the winter months, we
look forward to our annual cookie
exchange and Christmas Party in
December - two more of our favorite
events. And did I forget to mention the
annual tune-up party/picnic in May?
Attending the Champagne British Car
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Festival and Sussex Car Show? The
Friends Around the Campfire gathering? Attending the British Swap Meet
in February and the British Car Festival at Oakton Community College?
And the 4th Friday of every month,
the Retired Men’s Touring Group gets
together for a drive to a Northern Illinois/Southern Wisconsin bar & grill
for liquid refreshments and burgers?
Not to be left out, the “Ladies Who Do
Lunch” sampling local restaurants for
lunch and conversation.
As you can see the British Boots
and Bonnets Car Club is a very active
group. There is something on tap for
everyone. Over the years, we all have
become good friends, enjoying each
other’s company, welcoming new
members into the club, helping each
other in bad times, sharing tech tips,
and making sure everyone gets to drive
their LBCs.
If you are ever in the Rockford area
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month,
stop by Thunder Bay Grille, 7652 Potawatomi Trail, and join us for dinner
and our meeting. Be sure to visit our
website at www.britishbootsandbonnets.com.
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Worklights

Bayco Model SLR-2166
By Dave Densmore
Emerald Necklace MG Club
Images provided by Dave Densmore

M

bulb life, and they’re not susceptible
to breaking. Particularly in battery
operated devices, and worklights, this
has strong advantages. One potential
disadvantage is that they are a directional light, quite different than we are
used to in incandescent and florescent
lighting. Did I mention that it’s a lot

any things are constant over
time. Some are not. An example of not is that as we get
older, we don’t see as well in the dark.
Combine that with working under the
hood, dash, or underneath the car, and
it spells w-o-r-k-l-i-g-h-t. Me having a
sharp mind, realized AFTER I melted
the carpet on the MGA with a conventional incandescent bulb worklight,
that there must be a better way.
We had been using 120V florescent worklights at work, but they
were temperamental. They used less
electricity and would not burn anything, however, the bulbs broke easily
or burned out, and we went through
a lot of spare bulbs. I was hesitant to
buy one, but I did purchase a Craftsman Model 73941 – a red 13-watt
Fluorescent Work Light with a ten-foot
16-gauge three-wire cord. There is a
three-prong outlet in the bottom, and
the switch allows one bulb or both
bulbs to be used. This is not needed
for me as I’ve reached the point where
more light is better. The 73941 has
been sturdy, saves electricity, and is
inexpensive at only $22.99. I can recommend this one, with a few caveats.
The ten-foot cord won’t reach across a
garage, and barely makes it across most
cars. A closer outlet or an extension
cord is required, which is not always
convenient.
The use of LED lighting is increasing. The positives include cool
Sears Model 73904
running, very low power use, long
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Sears Model 73941

easier to spell and type LED?
I have used two LED cordless
lights. One I purchased, one I used at
work. What they have in common is
an LED floodlight, an LED spotlight, a
rechargeable nickel metal Hydride battery, an AC charger, a 12-volt charger,
and long battery life.
The one I own is a Sears Model
73904. It’s black, the light is bright,
with both a floodlight consisting of
three strips of 29 LEDs, and a spot of
six LEDs. The button switch works in
sequence. Click once for floodlight,
twice for spot, third time for both,
again for off. I use the Strip light most
of the time, which means that shutting the light off requires cycling
through the rest, and a visual check to
make sure. It uses a plastic swivel hook
on the top, and a magnet on a horseshoe clips to the mount for horizontal
use. The construction of the light
just makes it a five out of ten. The top
portion of the light, the hook with the
cap, comes off too easy. In fact, on the
one that I have, it’s gone, I lost it. The
spot light still works, but it isn’t convenient not having the hook, and having
the light exposed. Still, it’s a serviceable light, and they’re easy to find
at your local Sears store. The smart
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choice with this light is to wait until it
goes on sale. A couple times of year it’s
at $19.95, which is probably closer to
its true value given its faults.
Another LED cordless I have used
is the Bayco Model SLR-2166. Our
shop’s supervisor bought one of these
for each toolbox. This bright yellow
light is brighter than the Sears Model
73904, but seems more directional.
The floodlight is three rows of 60
LEDs. The spotlight is six LEDs. The
light switch has two positions, up
for the floodlight, a middle off, and
down for the spotlight. I find this
much more convenient than multiple
presses. It has a magnet in the top and
a magnet on the backside. These magnets can be used on their own to hang
the light, or the provided small plastic
magnetic hook can be attached to either of them. This light is also shorter
and slimmer than the Sears unit and
the yellow is easier to spot than the
black Sears light, especially in a dark
place. This Bayco light is not as easy to
find. It’s listed on the Bayco web site
as being sold through NAPA. Online,
Amazon has it listed for $36.99. I’d call
this worklight a seven out of ten, and I
like this light well enough that I’d buy
one at the Amazon price.
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By Stefanie Barnes
MG Club of St Louis
Images provided by Stefanie Barnes

What MG Nuts Do On Vacation

I

n April 2010, a friend in Maryland
e-mailed to tell us he had a line on
an overdrive transmission for his
1971 MGB, “Elsie”. He asked a bunch
of questions, sent a bunch of photos,
and finally decided to buy it…but
only after I told him, “Yeah, we’ll help
you install it. How about 4th of July
weekend?” More e-mails and phone
calls ensued as Mike and I talked him
through the purchase of all the bits
he’d need to complete the transmission swap so we’d hopefully not need
to make any Advance or AutoZone
runs during the process (you’re laughing, right? Yeah, we made more than a
few trips, anyway).
Our friend, Gerry LaFemina, is a
poet, author, and professor of English
at Frostburg State University in Frostburg, Maryland. He’s also an excellent
cook. In exchange for our work on the
car, he said he’d provide every meal
for us – and he did, in a most excellent
way. Good food on top of a hard day’s
work is always appreciated.
So, early on the morning of July 3
we hit the road, driving across I-64 to
Charleston, West Virginia, then I-79 to
Morgantown, then I-68 into Frostburg, Maryland. We made good time,
covering 726 miles in just over eleven
hours, hauling quite a load of tools,

White House

Lincoln Memorial

bits, and spares so we’d have multiples
of everything – more hands, quicker
work. We opted to take my MercedesBenz roadster just for the air conditioning, as it was so hot that weekend.
We found out that the MGs are much
more comfortable road trip cars. Lesson learned. Dinner that night was an
authentic Italian pasta with bread and
a fabulous red wine.

The next morning, we had
breakfast at Gerry’s then got right to
work. Gerry had asked his friend Jenn
for use of her roomy 2-car garage for
our adventures. She happily provided
the space – but said we only had 48
hours because she needed the garage
on Tuesday morning at 8:00. With all
tools and equipment in place, we had
the engine & transmission out in short
order, with Jenn providing copious
amounts of coffee and water to keep
us going. We tested the switches on
the transmission and found the OD
lockout switch didn’t work, so we used
the backup light switch from his old
transmission in its place.
So this is where the “while we’re at

it” bug took over. Gerry also needed to
replace the tubing for his windshield
washer. While we had the dash unbolted, he decided he wanted to swap
out the dashboard for a non-pillow
dash with an idea he and Mike had
been discussing to use the dash vents
for heat, swap out the speedometer,
change the electrical oil pressure gauge
for a mechanical one, and add some
relays and an electric fan. Did I mention it was HOT?
At the end of Sunday, the engine
was out, the new transmission was
attached to the lump, the old dash was
out, the washer tubing was completed,
and we’d had Jenn run to Advance at
least four times. Did I mention it was

World War II Memorial
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Gerry looking for a bad connection.

the 4th of July? We had another excellent dinner at Jenn’s house – Gerry
cooked on the grill – and then we had
fireworks.
The next morning we sat and
planned the rest of the day – knowing
that the clock was ticking… Of course,
this is where things started going just
a bit haywire, but by noon the engine
and transmission were back in the car.
Gerry and I then spent quite a bit of
time working to get the dash installed
and all components hooked back up,
the new speedometer attached to the
transmission, but the cable was too
short, so he put a new cable on his
“to order” list. Fabricating the heater
box and hose system to use the center
vents for additional heat was a really frustrating, necessitating Jenn to
make further trips to Lowe’s for heater
tubing and sheet aluminum. Interestingly, sump pump hoses were exactly
what we needed. Jenn rocks! Amaz-
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ingly, we didn’t really take that many
photographs of the process, so you’ll
have to use your imagination…
After the box had been constructed and all hoses assembled, we
realized that maybe the box wasn’t the
best way to do this (remember – we’re
doing this on-the-fly, with no real plan
other than mental images and a few
fleeting discussions). We think when
we do this on other cars; we’ll just use
the hoses. Should be far simpler and
we’d be less likely to give blood offerings during the process. Plus it was
hot. Have I mentioned that?
At the end of the second day, everything was reinstalled and ready to
go. Gerry hopped into the car, turned
the key, and…. The engine turned over
but wouldn’t start. This began a couple
of hours of bug-chasing, which we
finally traced to an issue with wiring
– we had mistakenly hooked the old
oil pressure wire to the negative side
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of the coil. Hey! We were tired. VERY
tired. Once that was rectified, Gerry
took off (sans speedometer) for a quick
test-run, and came back very happy
with the results!
That night, Gerry and Jenn took
us into Cumberland for dinner at the
Baltimore Street Grill – we highly recommend this place if you’re ever in the
area. Early the next morning, we had
coffee with Gerry and Jenn, said goodbye to Tiberius (Gerry’s HUGE cat) and
then jumped in the car to head home.
As we drove away, we thought – Hmmmm…we’re only a couple of hours
from Washington, DC. Let’s go! So, at
about 8:30am we headed east.
After taking a wrong turn across
the Mall, we ended up looping around
the George Washington Parkway again
but soon found an open parking meter
on C Street NW, plugged it with about
$75 to pay for 90 minutes (not really,
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Vietnam War Memorial

but it was stupid-expensive), then
walked down to the Mall, where we
saw as much as possible in an hour.
While we didn’t take many photos
of the transmission swap, we did take
our fair share on the road and in Washington…
Did I mention it was HOT??? It
was 104F while we were in DC. At
11:45am, we had made our way back
to our car and headed home, this time
through Pennsylvania to I-70, taking
us through West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois.
The trip home on July 5 was 996
miles, and we spent about 20 hours on
the road – including playing tourist
and various stops on the way home. It
was great fun with great friends, and
we have yet another OD-enhanced
MGB on the road. Since our project,
Gerry has taken many mountain-driving trips and loves Elsie even more!
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Speedometer Drive Gear Repair

By Kyle Kruszewski
Chicagoland MG Club
All photos by Kyle Kruszewski

I

t’s common in older cars to have to
troubleshoot mechanical speedometer issues. Typically, the speedometer cable, the angle drive, or the unit
itself is to blame. So I was surprised
to discover that cause of the troubles
in my 1973 MGB was the drive gear
inside the transmission sliding out of
position! Unfortunately, this isn’t as
easy as replacing a broken speedometer cable. Since I had my motor out for
rebuilding, it was the perfect opportunity to crack open the transmission.
With the collective bravery and
experience of the Chicagoland MG
Club, I hauled it over to the “Fall Tune
Down” event hosted by the club’s Dave
“Cowboy” Bralich. An amateur racer
and MG enthusiast, he has his share of
experience inside a MGB gearbox.
This procedure will not require
opening up the gearbox, but a good
amount of disassembly is required.
The Remote Control Housing and the
Rear Extension will need to be removed. Before starting, new paper gaskets for each of these assemblies will be
required, as will a new lock washer for
the Propeller Shaft nut.
After completing the procedure,
we were left pondering how the Drive
Gear slid of its insert. The safe assumption is that the speedometer cable or
angle drive somehow locked up, and
something had to give. If the driven
gear of the angle drive were to be stuck
in place, one could imagine that the
Drive Gear in the transmission could
essentially be driven of its metal insert.
The speedometer cable was broken
too, so perhaps heat was an issue.
One possible theory was that a poor
engine ground could have turned the
speedometer cable into an impromptu
grounding strap. I will probably never
know for sure what caused this, but
I will be extra careful to make sure I
have a solid ground connection when
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the engine goes back in the car.
Given the invasiveness of this procedure, it would be a good idea to do
a full assessment of the transmission,
replacing seals, measuring clearances,
etc. Luckily, this transmission has
relatively low miles and was exhibiting
no other ill behavior. Be sure to follow
all guidelines and torque specifications as spelled out in your factory
service manual. Many thanks to Dave
“Cowboy” Bralich and everyone who
helped!

5

5) Remove the Interlock Arm. Some manipulation of the gear selector may be required. This
is usually easier to remove than reinstall!
5a

2) Using a 1-5/16” socket, remove the Propeller
Shaft Nut. Without an impact wrench, a means
of preventing rotation of the Propeller Shaft will
be required.
3

5a) Interlock Arm
The culprit: Some MGB transmissions use a
nylon Speedometer Drive Gear with a metal insert (as on the left). On the right is an alternate
style made entirely of metal. The styles vary
depending on the year of MGB and TPM (Turns
Per Mile) of the speedometer.

6

3) Use a gear puller to remove the Drive Flange.
4

1

1) Flatten out the bend in the lock washer for
the Propeller (output) Shaft Nut.
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4) Remove the six bolts securing the Remote
Control Housing and lift it away.
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6) Remove the bolts securing the Rear Extension.
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7

9

9) Note the approximate 50% separation of the
Speedometer Drive Gear from its metal insert.
This simply needs to be pressed back together.
7) Lift away the Rear Extension. Some gentle
prying may be required.

12

15

12) Torque the Rear Extension bolts, noting the
location of any brackets. Also note the proper
location of the Speedometer Drive Gear.
13

10

8

15) Refit the Remote Control Housing.
16

10) Once the Drive Gear is pressed back
together, it can be slid back down the Propeller
Shaft, follwed by the Distance Tube. Be sure to
replace any shims exactly as you found them.
Note the various gear selectors that are visible
while the Rear Extension is off.

13) Fit a new lock washer for the Propeller
Shaft. Note the interlocking teeth.
14

11

8) With the Rear Extension removed, slide off
the Distance Tube from the Propeller Shaft.
Note that the Speedometer Drive Gear is
coming along for the ride. Normally, it would
need to be removed separately, but it has
partially slid off its metal insert, fusing itself to
the distance tube.
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11) After replacing the paper gasket, the Rear
Extension can be refitted.
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14) Refit the Interlock Arm. This step may require some trial and error (and maybe an extra
set of hands).
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16) A final note, be careful not to lose the
Damper Plunger (anti-rattle plunger) and its corresponding spring. This assembly prevents the
gear selector arm from rattling too badly while
driving. It is generally best to refit this only
after the transmission is back in the car, prior to
refitting the gear selector.
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The machine follows a preset curve to cut.

Tire Shaving
By Ken Beck, Keystone Region MG Club
Owner, K&T Vintage Sports Cars, Allentown, PA
All images provided by Ken Beck.

S

olving front-end shake on sports
cars has been a special interest at
our shop, so I was interested to
read the article on “Wheel Balancing
and Care” in the last issue of MGB Driver, which was well done and contained
a lot of valuable information.
The information about making
sure the shop balancing MGB steel
wheels was right on. The shop must
have the correct lug-centering adapters, which is the only way to eliminate
the front-end shake with these wheels.
However, wire wheels have their own
requirements for proper balancing.
The first step is to get the wheels as
true as possible, which has its own
variety of issues. Older painted wheels
are usually rusted and are difficult to
adjust without breaking spokes. Break-

ing spokes means you need to replace
them, and if the adjustment can be
completed at all, you still chip the
paint, which means paint needs to be
redone or touched up.
Then there is balancing. Spin
balancers come with a variety of cones
to fit a variety of wheels. The problem
with cone mounting is many wire
wheels do not have a flat-machined
surface on the backside where the
wheel hub contacts the balancer drive
plate. When the wheels are on your
car, they are centered on the backside
by a taper on the rear of the splined
hub. On the outside, the knock-off or
spinner centers the outside of the hub,
whereas the typical cone mounting
uses the inside of the hub instead of using a taper on a groove on the spinner.
When a tire shop puts your wire
wheel on the balancing cones as
the wheel instructions tell them to,
they may be seating against an un-

Aligning the tire for a proper shave.
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machined and untrue
surface, so you have a
wobble to start with. To
get a proper balance, you
have to use a splined hub
and spinner modified to
fit the balancer so that
it duplicates the way the
wheel attaches to car. We
use splined hubs from a
wire-wheel car and an
adaptor machined to fit
our balancer properly so
that the wheel seats on
the balancer just like it
does on the car.
But, even though
you put a beautiful new
set of tires on and have them properly
balanced, a wheel will never really ride
“true” if it is at all out-of-round. Let’s
face it … almost all wire wheels are
out of true and no matter how much
we’ve messed around trying to true
the spokes or balance them, they are
not perfect. So even a good balance
job may not be enough to give you the
result you want, which is to be able
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Splined Adapters

to drive your MG at highway speeds
without the front end shaking all over
the place.
We eliminate the majority of
shake for wire wheel owners by using
a vintage solution: A tire-shaving
machine. Tire shaving trues the tire
to the hub of the wheel by removing
rubber from the tire. This technique
was common on trucks where the
massive tires transmitted shake back
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One of My Most Valuable Tools (MVT)

By Dave Braun
Minnesota MG Group

A

The precise cutting of the tire removes a little rubber to achieve that smooth glide over the road.

into the steering wheel. Many of you
may never have heard of such a thing,
although drivers racing on street tires
commonly get their top layer of tread
shaved to eliminate the tread flex,
which increases grip and speed. Camber can also be shaved into the rubber
for classes that require stock settings.
This is another advantage for the track,
giving it built-in lean for the corners.
Shaving machines are around, but the
lack of proper adapters for our wheels
is the problem. In any case, we have
been using one of these machines, and
have proven that tire shaving is a big
help in attaining a smoother ride on
cars with vintage wire wheels.
What a tire-shaving machine does
is to remove thin bits of rubber from
the tire to compensate for the untrue
wheel. The wheel is mounted to a
splined hub and adapter just like on
the car. It’s then spun on the machine
while a circular, rotating cutting blade
of the machine is held close against
the spinning tire. The blade then trims
rubber off the high spots of the tire as
44

it spins. It is something like running
a wood lathe. The machine is set with
a template that matches the profile of
the tire, so the original profile is maintained as it is shaved.
The end result, when done properly, is a wheel-and-tire combination
that is much more perfectly round. If
the wheel used to wobble side-to-side,
most of the shake will be eliminated.
If it was off up and down, it should be
completely gone. We have found that
tire shaving can eliminate about 90
percent of front-end shake on a car
with older wire wheels. Less front-end
shake also saves wear and tear on the
car’s front-end steering and suspension pieces.
Of course, the best possible solution is to invest in a brand-new set of
wire wheels. Even then, we have found
the ride benefits from a little bit of tire
shaving/truing because new wheels
can be out of true by more than 1/32th
of an inch. For a look at a tire-shaving
machine in action, see the video at
www.ktvintagecars.com.
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lot of you know I don’t
mind getting my hands
dirty. In fact, you can’t
avoid it while taking apart
almost any component on our
MGs. But you also know that
I don’t like getting excessively
dirty while assembling an MG.
Basically, if you go through all
the effort of diagnosis, disassembly, planning your course
of action, and buying the parts,
why not go one more step and
Results with using the tumbler.
make the area cleaner than it
was before you started?
project car are all over the internet!).
I have an array of tools that help
me with putting together a component Likewise, using the sand blaster for
small items, even with a screen box, is
or repairing a car cleaner than it was
a hassle. When I restored Tommy, our
before. I have a cheap sandblasting
1952 MG TD, I sorely needed a way to
cabinet on wheels because no matter
de-rust and finish small parts such as
how well you seal one, it will still blow
nuts and bolts, brackets, clips, and the
fine dust in the air that will convert
like.
your garage to something resembling
The solution was one of my
Oklahoma during the dust bowl days.
MVTs… the Eastwood Parts Tumbler.
The wheels let me roll it outside.
I use the standard duty item. The
I also have a five gallon parts
steps in the instructions are pretty
cleaner (purchased used) to degrease
things that come off the car. I use Stod- self-explanatory; I start with the green
pyramids, and finish with the dry
dard solvent because the “environshine media. Each media has its
mentally safe” cleaners made my eyes
special tumbler sized to maximize the
water and stripped the paint off the
effectiveness of the media. I make sure
inside of the tub. I also have a couple
of wire wheels because sometimes you
have to just get down to the metal. I
even have a homemade soda blaster
to clean delicate items like the SU carburetors people send me from around
the country. The soda blaster is useful
for temporarily turning the back patio
white… until the next rain storm that
is, but since the media is baking soda,
it is safe for pets. I wear a breathing
mask when I’m using it because I feel
carbonated if I don’t.
Many parts are too small to wire
wheel (the stories of wire wheels propelling a small part to be lost forever,
or worse, injuring the operator or
Tumbler in action.
going through the windshield of the
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After tumbling in dry shine.

that I’ve removed most of the grease
from the parts through a good soaking
in the parts cleaner, so I’ve never tried
adding Eastwood’s Metal Wash to the
green pyramid rust cutters. The pyramids are good throughout their duty
cycle, continuing to cut as the particles
become smaller.

My usual process is:
• Degrease soak
• Paint removal soak (if needed)
• 30% parts to be cleaned to 70% material
is the recommended ratio
• Up to 24 hours (three to seven hours is
recommended, but I’ve never found the
shorter time period to be as effective)
in the green pyramid media with a small
amount of water
• Rinse and retrieve
• Air or pat dry
• Sort into ice cube trays (you want to
know if everything that went in came out)
• Up to eight hours (six to 24 is recom-

Back from the platerers.
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mended) in the dry shine tumbler
• Sort again
• Chase threads with a dull die or tap if
needed
• Silver cad plate, or paint in place, as 		
required.

Over the years I’ve used it on
everything small that can come off the
car, even brake and fuel system parts;
steel, iron, brass and aluminum. A
small magnet helps find the steel parts
so I sort through the media with the
tip of a magnet on a small screwdriver
as I transfer the media to a new container to visually spot the non-ferrous
parts that the magnet won’t pick up. I
tried a large magnet once, but the parts
jumping up to grab the magnet scattered media everywhere!
The green pyramid rust cutting
media will erode the plating away.
So when I need to just clean up some
parts that already look good, I use just
the dry shine media. It may sound like
a lot of effort to achieve clean, ready to
paint or plate parts, and writing it all
down almost made me tired; but it is
much easier than it sounds, and vastly
preferable to hand restoring all those
little items.
The real pay off comes when it
is time to reassemble the project. It
is cleaner, easier, and faster with a
lot fewer mishaps; you can see what
you are doing and how the parts are
coming together. Because the parts
are clean, any torque readings will be
more accurate. Parts and fasteners that
were not painted or plated prior to
installation can be painted after with a
spray or a brush. This works especially
well on chassis parts and under the
hood. You can check these tumblers
out at www.eastwood.com/buffing/
vibratory-tumblers/tumblers, but they
are also available at other outlets.
After painting the bigger parts,
and reassembly on the MG, I always
feel like I’ve accomplished more than
just a repair. Cleaned assemblies are
easier to maintain in the future, and
look nicer too. So if you like to do your
own repair work or modification work,
consider my MVT.
You will be glad you did.
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MGB Aftermarket Steering Wheel Install

By Simon Dix
MG Club of St Louis

O

n a recent UK holiday, I decided I would treat myself to
a new steering wheel for my
1972 MGB. The stock steering wheel
was fine although I found the center
horn button wasn’t a good fit. Also,
as the seats had been redone with
new foam, etc, I found that the large
15-inch diameter of the wheel left very
little space for my legs.
I decided to buy one there since it
seems that prices in the UK are better
than the USA. In the UK, you can get
both the steering wheel and the adapter hub for about the same price as just
the steering wheel in the USA. I found
some good options on eBay from sellers I had either heard about or who had
top ratings, so I made my purchase and
had it delivered to my brother’s house.
I chose a leather 14-inch wheel that I
liked the look of and having driven the
car briefly it is surprising how much
smaller it is and feels.
I, personally, wouldn’t want
anything smaller than a 14-inch wheel
I have decided. Having got it home in
my hand luggage I went through the
install process which are documented
here with the photos.

Step 1: Since my 72 has a center of the
steering wheel horn button, I made sure that
the supplier was able to support that need with
the hub/boss and center emblem. I believe the
center horn button means that you get an extra
piece which emulates the stock copper ring
on the original wheel and here you can see it
installed and secured with 2 screws the through
base of the adapter hub (thanks John Mangles
for figuring out the orientation of this piece).

2

1

Step 2: Remove/undo the large nut holding the steering wheel on and in the case of my
72 also remove the horn brush pencil from the
12 o’clock position. As it can be a really tough
thing to get the steering wheel off its splines
you may want to read up on techniques. I will
not try and cover that here – mine came off
relatively easily with a few firm tugs as I have
been able to remove it previously.
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3

5

Step 3: Not really a step but here you can see the copper ring on the stock
steering wheel that has been emulated with the extra part attached to my new
steering wheel hub.

4

Step 5: Here I have put some anti-seize
onto the steering column shaft splines in the
hope this might make the wheel easier to remove in the future. Also note the copper flexible
link at the 3 o’clock position. It’s important to
bend this outwards towards the driver to ensure

it makes contact with the new hub/boss ring.
The new hub may not fit as far back/down the
column as the stock wheel so adjust this before
proceeding. If you don’t you’ll get to repeat
some steps as I did!

6

Step 4: More of a “While You’re In There”
point but you may want to check the position
of the turn signal cancelling device. This piece
should rotate on the steering column and assuming you set the wheel straight before you
started all this, the piece should be at approx
48

the 9 o’clock position on the steering column. If
it’s not and your turn signals only cancel after
a really big turn of the wheel this could well be
the cause of that problem. Might as well fix it
now – wink!
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Step 6: Position the new hub onto the
splines and do a couple of test fits for alignment. If you are 1 spline off you may find your
new wheel is not fully centered. As a lesson
learned you may want to very carefully check
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the alignment before going too much further.
You can connect the wheel to the hub with just
2-3 fittings and check that the wheel is truly
centered for when you’re going down the road
straight. Just be careful how you do this!
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7

Step 7: When ready make sure the new
hub sits onto the splines and steering column
snugly. I used a wooden block across the hub

and hit the wood with a hammer gently to tap it
fully into place. You can see the hub and top of
the splines are aligned.

9

Step 9: Now you just need to check the
horn setup and put in the horn button. You
can easily test that the horn is working by just
grounding the wire from the horn ring attachment to anywhere on the hub. If that is working
move on to connecting up the horn button/center of the wheel. This was the only thing where
I had to make mods to what was provided. You

need to connect the black wire to the copper
center of the horn button. The horn button has a
round screw thread and the wire has a female
spade connector, hum. I just got a ring connector and a nut to resolve that as you can see. It
was a small problem but possibly annoying if
you don’t have the pieces or Sears Hardware 2
minutes from your house.
10

8

Step 8: Here you can see the new hub is
well aligned into the cowl area and this is why
you want to be sure to bend out that copper
link back in step 5. I’m pretty sure the new hub
and the copper ring attachment don’t make
it into the cowl as far as the stop wheel setup
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does. At this point you can proceed to attach
the wheel to the hub using the provided nylock
nuts, Allen head screws and provide Allen
wrench. Take your time here and get everything
on loose and then fully tighten all of the fittings.
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Step 10: I found the horn button was a
VERY tight fit into the wheel and ended up
using a rubber mallet to get it in fully. Unlike
me, before doing this, make doubly sure the
steering wheel is aligned/centered where you
want it. Mine was not and I’ll have to deal with
taking that out to get at the big nut to pull off
the wheel and move one spline around. I don’t

know but I have read that you can also adjust
the wheel centering by making equal and
offsetting adjustments to the tie rods – you’re
on your own with that plan though, I just don’t
know. Still that’s the finished result and I am
quite pleased with it. It fits in well with the
black red color scheme I have with the 72B.

Good luck & Safety Fast!
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Relays 101

The piezo buzzer.

Piezo buzzer top view.
By Rod Schweiger
Sorry Safari Touring Society
All images by Rod Schweiger

I

received an e-mail the other day
from an SSTS member asking how
to install a warning alarm on his
MGB that would remind him to turn
off his headlights much like all new
cars do. My reply was to use a relay to
control the alarm so that it would only
sound when the ignition switch was
off and the lighting switch was on.
Sounds simple enough, but the MGB
owner thought that too complicated.
This has inspired me to emerge from a
long hiatus and review how automotive relays work and how a motorhead
can use them on any old car to perform modern functions. I will also tell
how to wire and install the headlight
alert.
I must admit that twenty years
ago, I was ignorant of what relays did
until I took an automotive electronics
class presented by Toyota. The class
was total immersion, and lasted eight
hours a day for five days – exhaustive,
but informative. Before my enlightening, I knew that late MGBs have two
relays, one for the ignition and one
for the electric fans. I knew they were
trouble and that when they failed
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Schematic diagram on relay.

the result was a no start situation or
overheating. Those troublesome relays
used on the electric fan MGBs were
mechanical relays and that was the
problem. Today, relays are electronic
and are virtually fool proof if used
properly. New cars use dozens, if not
hundreds or perhaps thousands (if you
count the microprocessors) of relays to
perform any number of tasks.
Let’s start by defining what a relay
is. A relay is a remote control switch
that can use a low current circuit to
control a high current circuit. What
does that mean? Example: someone
at Abington must have decided that
the late MGB with its many electrical
improvements was putting too much
current through the ignition switch.
To fix this they used a relay. Instead of
running the high current through the
ignition switch perhaps causing early
failure, the ignition switch used low
current to trigger the relay so that the
high current goes through the relay
instead of the switch. A relay doesn’t
have to be triggered by current flow. It
can be wired so that it is controlled by
a connection to ground.
The relay on the MGB that
controls the electric fans reads a connection to ground caused by a temperature sensor in the radiator that
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grounds the relay when the coolant
temperature reaches a predetermined
value and turns on the fans. A relay
can also be wired so that the control
circuit can cause another circuit to
turn off, instead of turning on, and
that’s how we will use the relay to
make the headlight alarm work; but,
first, let’s see what a relay looks like.
A relay is a little black box about an
inch square with a mounting tab that
projects from the case – see photo.
On one side of the relay are five
terminals that are numbered: 30, 85,
86, 87, and 87a. The top side of the
relay by the mounting tab has a schematic. There are two circuits in a relay.
The bottom one on the schematic is
called the control circuit. Terminal 86
is attached to power and terminal 85 is
connected to a ground. When power
is applied to #86, a magnetic switch
closes and makes a pathway from
#30 to #87 completing that pathway.
When power is removed from #86, the
pathway from #30 to #87 is opened
and a pathway is formed from #30 to
#87a.
Now we are ready to use a relay
and a Radio Shack piezo buzzer part
#273-070 to build a headlight warning alarm. Refer to my hand drawn
wiring diagram. The buzzer’s red +
lead is attached to terminal #87a on
the relay and the black wire is attached
to a ground source, as is #87 on the
relay. Terminal #86 is connected to
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The relay and its numbered prongs.

Relay connection prongs and mouting tab.

the ignition switch so that it is hot
when the switch is turned on, and #30
is attached to the headlight switch
so that it is hot when the light switch
is turned on. #87 is not attached to
anything. The result is that when
the ignition switched is turned on
the buzzer doesn’t sound. When the
light switch is then turned on it still
doesn’t sound. If you then turn off the
ignition switch with the light switch
still on, the relay makes a pathway to
#87a and the buzzer will sound until
the light switch is turned off. You may
find that the piezo buzzer is too loud
at 105 decibels. A piece of duct tape
wrapped over the front opening of the
buzzer reduces the sound to an acceptable level.
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Update on ZDDP

By Greg Prehodka
MG Car Club - Central Jersey Centre

A

t a recent meeting, we had Tim
Miranda from BP Lubricants
talk to us about automotive engine
oils. His title:
“Senior Engineer, Global
Lubricants
Technology,
Castrol” – this
guy knows his
oils! He even
gives oil technical support to
racers. He gave
us a most interesting and informative presentation on engine
oils, but there is
one important
item that he talked
about that I wanted to share with
everyone right now
– you’ll understand
why.
For older cars
with solid lifters
riding on camshafts
(like ALL of our MGs
have) due to new and
constantly changing federal regulations for automotive
engine oils, the current oils on the shelf
have reduced levels of
zinc and therefore do
NOT have enough
zinc additive (ZDDP
- ZincDialkylDithioPhosphate) for our older
MGs (and other vintage
cars with same).
The EPA is requiring
this reduction of zinc to extend the life
of catalytic converters. Plus future oils
may have even less zinc. Zinc is a criti-
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cal lubricant in the extreme pressure
contact line that exists between the
base of solid lifters and the camshaft
lobes they ride on in our engines – a
sliding
metal-to-metal high
pressure interface.
Newer cars have
different cam/
lifter technology
and do not require
the higher levels
of Zinc.  Without enough
ZDDP, our
MGs could possibly experience
extreme cam/
lifter wear and
then failures,
and then it’s
engine rebuild
time!
There have
been a number
of stories on
engine failures
like this,
especially on
engines just
rebuilt for
vintage British cars. And
for the few of
us who race
our MGs,
this is even
more critical, as valve
spring
pressures
are usually
higher,
thus
increasing
the pressure on
the cam/
lifter interface. So
what are we to do? The answer is to get
aftermarket ZDDP additives and add
it to your engine oil every time you
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change the oil (Tim suggests – do not
use racing oils for street cars) to bring
the zinc levels back up to where they
are needed (technical info on web sites
below). This will increase the level of
ZDDP to acceptable levels for our MGs.
A few bucks spent on this stuff could
save your engine.
Below are two sources for buying
ZDDP additive. There is lots of information on their web sites. Tim recommends the “Cam-Shield” product as
his personal choice, which he believes is the best out there, but either
should do the trick. Read the supplier’s instructions and information
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on their web sites. In addition, there
are probably other suppliers out there
if you want to surf the Internet. The
important thing is to get some from
somewhere and add it to your engine’s
oil! There are also variations of this
type product in paste form for use
when re-building an engine, for initial
break in.

Cam-Shield: www.cam-shield.com
ZDDP-Plus: www.zddppluscentral.com
(Note from their web site: One 4oz
bottle contains more ZDDP than two
bottles of GM’s EOS)
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Tech Talk

A Poem

Hi John,
Looking at the design of the brake shuttle
valve, it seems like it has a built in proportioning valve by the looks of the smaller
size holes on the rear tubes. Is it possible
to just remove the shuttle piston on a well
maintained SS brake line equipped 1971B
and plug the switch hole with a brass bolt?
Glad to see you are in a new shop....
—Robert Crissinger
Robert,
The brake shuttle valve is not for
proportioning, just for failure warning. It’s not necessary to remove the
piston – just seal off the warning
light hole with a 3/8-24 x 1/2 inch
bolt and copper washer.   

Sports Cats ‘n Sports Cars
By Ray Murray
MG Car Club North West Centre

My cats are very special, as you can plainly see;
They lounge about my sports cars proud and free.
While they have full reign everywhere in this garage of mine,
Boldly they perch on my cars for they lack any concern of time.
They are spoiled and arrogant through and through,
Daring me all the while to mutter “choo! choo!”
My workshop is slowly giving way to those darn cats,
They make a mess of my cars and behave like brats.
One day soon I’ll say this is enough! Get out of here!
Leave my shop, but they don’t move when I draw near.
They like the feel of leather; the smell of grease;
Oh, get lost cats and give me some peace.
Maybe it’s those special curves and lines a sports car makes,
That make ‘em want to hang around them, for Pete’s sakes.
They just sit there and watch everything I do, and just purr,
So come on in mouse, for I doubt my cats would stir.
They just sit there while I fuss about with my car,
And to be sure, none of them ever wonder very far.
They’re always there when I come into my shop,
So I think I’ll just leave ‘em be and not blow my top.
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Dear Mr. Twist:
A couple of summers ago, I rebuilt
the motor in my 1977 MGB. I am now
experiencing a substantial oil leak
through the rear main seal. I have had this
replaced a total of four times now, yet the
leak persists. The last time it was replaced
it was done by an MG shop and they are
stumped. I replaced the cam during the
rebuild but the crank was good. It does
seem though it has been turned at some
previous time. Nothing in the head had to
be rebuilt; all was good there as well.
When idling the car does not leak, it
is only once you travel down the road and
then shut the engine off that it starts to
leak. It seems to be building up pressure
in the block while driving then forcing
the oil out past the rear main seal when
shut off. I took off the front side cover on
the engine and replaced the metal mesh
filter, this helped a little but not much. I
recently took it on a 300 mile day trip
and used(leaked) a half quart of oil. Do
you have any suggestions as to what may
be my problems? Other than that the car
runs great with lots of power. I love the car
and would really like to put an end to my
annoying little problem.
Thanks, —Jon Davis
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
Jon,

Oil use is attributed to oil leaks
and oil burning. It would not be
unusual for an MGB engine to leave
a couple of drips the size of quarter
dollars after a run of a couple hundred miles. Yet, a quart every 600
miles is a lot of oil to go through. I
wonder if it is all leaking or if some of
it is burning. If your drips are quarter
size, I doubt the oil consumption is
caused by the rear main only. The
most common cause of oil consumption is faulty oil control rings.
Oil leaks are either pressure leaks
(from the oil galleries) or passive
leaks through seals and gaskets. Passive leaks can be exacerbated by high
internal engine pressure – too much
blow-by or a plugged PCV system.
MGB rear main oil seal leaks
are then attributed to high internal
pressure, but you suggest that the
front tappet inspection over is not
plugged and that it is ventilated well
or wear to the seal and crank. The
seal is rubber and does wear out
over time. However, during engine
operation, dirt in the oil becomes
imbedded in the lip of the seal and
wears against the steel in the crank,
causing a groove. You can remove
the groove when the crank is out of
the engine at the grinding shop – or
you can fit a Speedi-Sleeve, produced
by Chicago Rawhide, carrying part
number CR 3500. Fit this sleeve backwards from the instructions. Protect
the new seal from tearing by temporarily running masking tape around
the raw edge.
John,
Does UM repair/calibrate speedometers? I want to have mine done over the
winter but can’t find a place that can do
it.
Thanks, —Tom Davis
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Tom!
We do not perform speedometer
repairs. Instead send yours to Bob
at Nisonger Instruments in Mamaroneck, New York; or Palo Alto
Speedometer (I suppose in Palo Alto,
California). We use Nisonger.
Hi John,
I enjoyed your article on the MG
Salisbury Rear End Clunk...It sounds
suspiciously like my dilemma. I own a
Monteverdi and a recently acquired an Iso,
both of which share the same Salisbury
independent differential.
My diff’s are making the exact same
noises you have described. Do you think
it’s possible that those same pinion and
ring washers might fit my Salisbury
differential? Any help would be greatly
appreciated.
—Rory Rinebold
Rory!
You know, in the world of MGs
the rule is: If the part can possibly
be the same, it’s not. This refers to
a lens, for instance, that looks for all
the world like another, but is NOT interchangeable. I just cannot begin to
say if those parts are the same – but
if they ARE, please let me know, because all these diffs now need thicker
washers than were originally fitted
(to take up for wear), and some other
manufacturers offer thicker shims in
certain places. Hope this is of some
assistance!
Mr. Twist:
I currently have a 1980 MGB. When
you press the clutch pedal, is it normal for
it to travel all the way to the floor before
it will allow shifting? The car will not
shift when on a hill (after stopping). It
seems the clutch is not disengaging (gears
grind). Is this because the linkage is weak?
The brake pressure is weak too. I wonder
if these problems are related. Other than
the hill problem, it runs fine except I don’t
think I should have to press the pedal all
the way to the floor to shift.
—John Griffen
John!
I believe the problem you have
is simply a failure to disengage. Most
often, a rebuild of the clutch hydrau58

lics will solve this problem. Rebuild
the master cylinder in place (it’s
not necessary to remove it from the
car) and DO NOT HONE the cylinder. Rebuild the slave cylinder while
either hanging from the clutch slave
hose or on the bench – you may hone
this cylinder. Use Lockheed original
parts. Bleed the system in the following manner: Remove the bleeder
screw and use your finger for the first
five bleeds: Finger off, pedal down,
finger on, pedal up, wait TWENTY
SECONDS, repeat. After those first
five bleeds, replace the bleeder
screw and bleed without waiting the
twenty seconds. It is strange that
this problem is more evident on a hill
and for that I do not have a handy
answer -- but try the hydraulics.
Hello John,
I am about ready to rebuild the calipers on my ‘72 B, and have been informed
of the difficulty in reinstalling the dust
seal retaining rings. Is there any secret to
facilitate the reinstalling of the retaining
rings upon reassembly? Thanks, —
 Chris
Chris!
You’ve probably already got
those calipers finished, but if not
– and for others, here are some
hints. First of all, you MUST separate the caliper halves, despite the
warnings. Then, you must CLEAN
the relief around the caliper bore
until it has NO MORE DIRT or RUST!
Fit the dust seal into the retaining
ring, smear both with the red brake
assembly grease, and push the ring
into the bore as far as possible by
hand – keeping it level the whole
time. Then, use the tiniest hammer
you have to slightly tap-tap-tap
around the circumference until the
ring is in place. If the ring begins to
TILT then STOP, pull it out, and start
again. If you bend the ring, you
will NEVER get it back into place! Fit
a new caliper O-ring between the
halves.

timing to 15-degrees at 1500 RPM with
the vacuum source disconnected and
plugged. I’ve changed the vacuum source
for the vacuum advance from the carburetor to the intake manifold. The carburetor
port has been plugged.
After I set the timing to 15-degrees
with the engine running, I removed the
plug from the vacuum line and connected
it to the vacuum advance on the distributor. The engine remained at 1500, but
the timing changed to 7-degrees. Is there
something wrong with the distributor? I
assumed the timing would advance not
retard. I took the car on a test drive. At approximately two miles into the test the car
spit while maintaining 60 MPH. At about
2 1/2 miles the car spit while maintaining
55 MPH and again a spit at about three
miles while maintaining 50 MPH. The
last spit occurred at 40 MPH while accelerating in third gear. Is it time to readjust the
gas mixture or do you think something is
going on with the distributor?
Grateful for all your help, —Dan Lamb

Dan!
Please examine your vacuum
advance and your mechanical
advance to ensure that both are
working. When you place a vacuum
on the vac adv unit, the CB plate in
the distributor should move ANTICLOCKWISE, advancing the timing.
Further, the rotor should be free so
that you are able to, again, advance
the timing by rotating the dist cam
ANTI-CLOCKWISE. If the mechanical advance is frozen, then the basic
timing, while correct at idle, will
never change. If, for some bizarre
reason, you have a vacuum retard on
the distributor, the timing moves in
the wrong direction with vacuum.
Just offhand, with the timing set at
15 BTDC at 1500 rpm, vac disc, the
timing will jump ahead to nearly 30
BTDC when reconnected. Hope this
helps at this late date.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
MGs in the Colorado mountains outside of Breckenridge.

John,
I have a PCV valve on the intake
manifold so the engine is vented. The
distributor is a Lucas 25D with a Crane
XR-700 electronic ignition. I have set the
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB, MGB LE, & 1967 MGB/GT
Special Registrar
Ken Smith

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith

P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf

P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

lbcnut@aol.com

• Our Valued Supporters •

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry

538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco
2402 Sylvan Ave.
Wilmington, Delaware, 19805
Phone: 302-998-4514
E-mail: griecoma@hotmail.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Llyod Faust
40 Santa Ana Loop
Placitas, NM
mgsrus@kwic.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox

998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan

11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send
ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO
63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to
refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1978 MGB – BRG with 82k miles. Beautiful paint!

• Our Valued Supporters •

Fun car, took us all over northern California; body
in great shape, no rust, always gets compliments.
Garaged during my ownership. Haven’t driven
much in the last few years. Has new top in box
ready to be assembled. $3000 – Jeff Savage,
(918) 791-9332 • jeff_savage@sbcglobal.net OK070811

1968 MGB/GT – Silver/red; very rich looking with
a new fine metallic silver paint; early GT has all
new or repaired body panels, refreshed engine and
gearbox, new red/black interior, all mechanicals
and suspension parts renewed or replaced. RetroSound radio, Pertronix ignition and coil, tube rear
shocks. Featured in Jan/Feb 2011 issue of MGB
Driver. $9500, Dennis Silance, (570) 992-3032 or
maxx1@ptd.net PA			
070811

1980 MGB LE – very nice condition; runs and
drives well. Same owner last 28 years. Always
garaged and well maintained. Dual SUs and Ansa
exhaust. $6500; John Shepherd, (828) 837-3571
NC
		
050611
1973 MGB – Mechanically the car is in excellent
condition; 20k on complete rebuild engine. New
top, three tonneau covers, and a hard top. The
interior is in fair shape, but has bad spot on dash.
$3800; Jim Lively, (405) 391-5544 or j_alively@
mcloudteleco.com OK 091010
1974 MGB – Red/black, chrome bumpers,
exceptional condition. Extensive $15k restoration
documented. CD/Changer, 15” Panasports, Dunlop
tires, covers, tonneau, winter storage bag, multiple
award winner; UML maintained. New seat belts,
master cylinder; $11,500 obo; Ed Boyer, (269) 6687612 or eboyer3@gmail.com MI
050611
1979 MGB LE - Black with 111K genuine mileage.
Too many goodies to list. Prospective buyers can
find all necessary information on my website
www.mgbmga.com. This has been my personal
vehicle for over 20 years. Reduced for quick sale:
$7000. Doug Jackson (DBA British Automotive)
(415) 472-1493 CA			
030411
1979 MGB - With overdrive, new windshield,

tires, mirrors, oil cooler, luggage rack, top, interior,
cruise control and so much more! Contact me for
full details. This car needs nothing! $7500 - Jon
Masley at (651) 335-2372 or mgsafetyfast@comcast.net
MN			
030411

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

1971 MGB/GT – Weber carb, rebuilt engine, new

clutch, runs very well; Needs seat covers and headliner. Have deluxe carpet and side panel kits. Been
in inside storage for over two years, no rust, lots
of spare parts. Asking $5500 obo. Bob Wolf, (575)
824-4878 or (915) 526-8883 NM
010211

1977 MGB – Sandglow/autumn leaf; factory hard-

top, overdrive; many upgrades including Pertronix
distributor, SS exhaust, 15” Minilites, lowered
1.5,” and many more. Numerous show awards, including MG on the Rocks, MG 2008 Best of Show.
Show quality inside and out and drives even better
than it looks. $16,000 Neal Becker, (717) 332-8708
or neal.112@hotmail.com		
010211

1980 MGB– Good condition, but some work
needed to make it a really nice car. Includes new
carpet and soft top; battery cut-off switch; electric
cooling fan. Original radiator goes with the car,
but will need to be re-cored. Rust in front fenders
and dog legs. Great candidate for rebuild or rolling
restoration. Selling because I have three other
LBCs and don’t have the time for it. $3000 – Rick
Eisele, (734) 761-1877 or HAN5L778@comcast.net
MI				010211
1980 MGB – Factory hardtop and overdrive; has

10,171 original miles and has all the paperwork
since new. Car sat for 14 years without being
started or driven. Undercoated, but has rust in one
dog leg (replacement leg included). Engine has not
been started, but does turn over by hand. Need to
sell because I have too many projects. $3500 (firm)
– Rick Eisele, (734) 761-1877 or HAN5L778@
comcast.net
MI			
010211

WANTED
1980 MGB – White/black; mint condition, garage

kept since purchased – original owner. 44,200
miles; new tires. Price includes boot and tonneau
covers. $8500 – Art Palladino (210) 836-6328 or
ap418@aol.com
NJ			
050611

A nice example of a MGB GT in equally nice condition. Pictures and information please to
MDGIGEOFFREY@AOL.COM location South
Carolina.				 030411

Pre-1968 MGB roadster - Restored, older restoration, or preserved condition. I’d like to find a car
that is as original spec as possible as I am nostalgic
for the 1960s when I was young. I am in California. don@napanet.net or (707) 942 0546 CA 020310

PARTS FOR SALE
MG Magazines – MGB Driver, MG Abingdon

Classics, Enjoying MG, MG Enthusiast, MG
Magazine, and MG World. Best offer – I need the
space! Dennis Dutton: dennis376@aol.com

Air Conditioning – complete dealer installed unit.
Fits under dash of a late model MGB;
$700 includes shipping in lower 48. Bill Holmes
(970) 485-9734 CO			
070810

Where 2 ‘B

Where 2 ‘B

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

• Sept 2-5............. MG Vintage Racers Focus Event, Lime Rock, CT • www.MGVR.org
• Sept 10-11......... Salisbury Concours, Des Moines, IA; www.salisburyconcours.com
• Sept 11.............. British Car Festival, Des Plains, IL • www.britishcarunion.com

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2011

• Sept 17-18......... English Motoring Conclave, Arvada, CO • www.thecoloradoconclave.com
• Sept 17-18......... English Motor Show, Fallbrook, CA; www.englishmotorsatfairbrook.org

• July 16.............. Brits on the Delaware, Kintnersville, PA • www.tvrccna.org

• Sept 17.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

• July 17............... British Invade Gettysburg, Gettysburg, PA • www.lancomgclub.com

• Sept 18 ............. All MG Car Show, El Segundo, CA • www.socalmgclub.org

• July 22-24......... British Car Show, Carthage, MO • mgguythorn@yahoo.com

• Sept 23-25......... Rio Grande Rendezvous, Taos, NM; www.baoa.org

• July 24.............. Tea at the Vicarage, Howe, IN • www.michianabrits.com

• Sept 24............. MGs on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimore.com

• July 24.............. Tea at the Vicarage, Howe, IN • www.michianabrits.com

• Sept 24............. Autumn in the Mountains, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccnc.org

• July 24.............. British Car Show, Clarks Summit, PA • www.bccnepa.com

• Sept 24-25........ British Car Show, Round Rock, TX • www.txabcd.org

• July 28-30......... GOF Central, Kalamazoo, MI • www.michiganmgt.com

• Sept 29-Oct 2.... MG Fall Festival, Petaluma, CA • www.mgoc.org

• Aug 6................ British Car Day, Dayton, OH • www.mgcars.org.uk/mgccswoc

• Oct 1................. Fall Out 2011, Winona Lake, IN • ww.nilbmc.org

• Aug 6................ British Car Show, Schwenksville, PA • www.dvcmg.com

• Oct 2................. British Car Day, San Diego, CA • www.sandiegobritishcardday.org

• Aug 6................ British Car Day, Dayton, OH; www.mgcars.org.uk/mgccswoc

• Oct 8................. Brits at the Village, Lahaska, PA; www.phillymgclub.com

• Aug 6-7............. Show of Dreams, Wolfeboro, NH • www.bcnh.org

• Oct 9................. Fallfest 2011, Bridgewater Township, NJ • austhealey@aol.com

• Aug 21.............. British Car Show, Shaker Heights, OH; www.nctawebsite.com

• Oct 14-16.......... Fall GOF, Athens, GA • www.semgtr.org

• Aug 26-28......... British Marque Triathlon, Northport, ME • www.britishmarque.com

• Oct 21-22.......... British Car Day, Mt Pleasant, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com

• Aug 27.............. British Car Show, Long Island, NY • www.liscots.org

• Nov 5................ Brits at the Plantation, Wilmington, NC • www.bmccf.org

• Aug 28.............. Taste of Britain, Rothsville, PA • www.lancomgclub.com
v

2011 Carlisle (PA) Import & Kit Car Show. NAMGBR, Keystone Region MG Club,

• Nov 5................ NAMGBR Annual General Meeting, Dillard, GA • www.namgbr.org

and the MGs of Baltimore, grilled burgers and hot dogs and had a bit of beer too.
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