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Chairman’s Chat

Editor’s View

T

T

The Inside Line

he highlight of this issue (and
every January/February issue) is
the review of the Annual General
Meeting, which took place in Reno,
Nevada. I have to say that the host
hotel facilities and the show site are superb – it should be a great convention!
While at the meeting, I learned
that apparently I’ve been mispronouncing Nevada my entire life. I’ve
always said, “Nev-ODD-a”, but I was
told by members of the local club that
it is “Nev-ADD-a”; but I’m not so sure
about that. Missouri has two different pronunciations by the people of
my state and can often cause even our
most gentle of citizens to almost come
to blows over which way is correct. So
I’ll just leave it up to you as to how to
pronounce Nevada. However, as far as
Missouri goes – it’s Missour-EEEE!
I’m going to apologize up front
about the next few issues since I will be
boring you with documenting part of
my travels to the UK. I visited some of
the sites important to us MG owners
and wanted to share it with you. In
this issue, I will be giving an overview
of my tour of the British Motor Heri-
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Robert Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
tage bodyshell plant. It’s an amazing
place and the quality of the product
they are producing is impressive. I
definitely left there with a new respect
for them and the next time I decide to
restore a car, I’m buying a bodyshell!

Robert

he North American MGB Register
held its AGM (Annual General
Meeting) in Reno, Nevada, this
past October 23, 2010. While attendance from members was on the low
side, we completed a lot of important
club business. For a complete copy of
the AGM minutes look on our website
at www.namgbr.org.
I would like to take a moment and
offer congratulations to the recipients
of this year’s NAMGBR awards presented at the AGM. They are:

Richard Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
for the countless hours spent during
MG 2010 helping MGB Register members get back on the road.

The John Twist & Caroline Robinson
Enthusiast of the Year Award

Rick Brown of Brooksville, Florida

On the Covers

for his tireless devotion
to the MG Marque.

Front: Photo by BMH. Photo
taken at British Motor Heritage
Body Shell Plant.
Back: A stop during a drive
around Lake Tahoe. Turning
around from this view is the magnificent Lake Tahoe. It’s a quick
drive from Reno.
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The Ken Smith Newsletter
of the Year Award

The MG Owners Club
of Northern California
The Octagon
Jeremy Palgon, Editor

The Good Samaritan Award

Andrew Taylor
of Belleville, Ontario,
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Stuart (Mac) MacFarlane
& Peter Mittler

for their time and efforts spent
helping make our annual convention
MG 2010, held in Belleville, Ontario,
truly special
During one of the meetings held
by the executive board, the subject of
NAMGBR’s website was brought up.
For sometime now we have been talking about giving our site a new look
and making it possible for it to be more
interactive with the members. After
5

doing some research and touching
base with both our webmaster (Rick
Brown) and our web host (Mike Plumstead via the MG Enthusiast Club), I
found out that Rick could continue
as our webmaster (maintaining the
site) and Mike could continue to host
the site if we constructed the new site
using Joomla, an open source “free”
code content management system. I
am told that Microsoft programs are
not compatible with our host and are
subject to hacking. While this is Greek
to me, I am hoping that amongst our
membership there is a member out
there that will step up to the plate and
help with the construction of a new
website or knows someone who can
build a site at a reasonable price. If you
have knowledge of how to do this using the software I listed above, please
contact me.
I have a bit of bad news to pass

along. Due to increased overseas mailing costs, we’re going to have to raise
our overseas membership dues from
$35 to $45 per year. We have tried to
avoid this for as long as possible, but
costs have gone up significantly. The
good news is that there is no change
for North American members. Dues
will stay at $30 per year
In closing, I would like to wish
the members a Happy New Year and
encourage you to make plans to attend
MG 2011 this June 13-17 in Reno, Nevada. Registration is on line at www.
mg2011.com. This all-Register event
is going to be full of fun for the entire
family – the location and prices are
fantastic.

Richard

Monument for a balancing rock, shown
here, left by a glacier a million years ago in
Truckee, California. Comparable to the giant
ball of twine in Cawker City, Kansas.
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Vice Chairman’s Report

O

K, it’s time for my annual
NAMGBR New Year’s Resolution reminders again!
(What are New Year reflections
for, after all, if not for remembering all
the things we intended to do last year
that we’re going to try to get accomplished this year?)
As North American MGB Register
liaison to our affiliated chapters, it is
my duty to help your club get off to a
great start in 2011.
First of all, PLEASE make sure
someone in your club has submitted
your up-to-date club info with our
easy-to-use online Reaffiliation Form.
At the end of December, I emailed the
link to all the club emails I had on
record, but it can also be found right
on the NAMGBR home page at www.
namgbr.org.
Second of all, please make sure
your club’s show or event chair knows
how easy it is now to submit a request
for a NAMGBR insurance certificate
for your event. We have a simple PDF
form. All you have to do is email me,
and I’ll send you a copy. Fill it out on
your computer, save it and email it
back to me, and you should have your
certificate within two weeks, if not
earlier.
Please DO send the certificate
request to me, and NOT to J.T. Taylor.
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Kim de Bourbon
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
It’s important that we verify club affiliation before certificates are issued.
(Don’t want some non-NAMGBR
club trying to get insurance coverage
through us without permission.)
Third of all, please help promote
NAMGBR to your members and others
who come in contact with your club.
A NAMBGR promo ad should be
running in your newsletter, and your
club’s website should have information about NAMGBR and a link. It also
would be great if you gave NAMGBR
membership applications to each new
club member, especially MGBs, Midgets or MG 1100s/1300s.
Also, make sure your club’s copy of
MGB Driver is being brought to meetings and passed around. (That’s why
we send each affiliated club a copy!)
Fourth of all … Have a wonderful
New Year, and see you in Reno in June!
You can reach me by email at
vicechairman@nmgbr.net, or phone
me at 570-994-5748, any time.

Kim
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Secretary’s Report

H

ope everyone enjoyed your 20th
anniversary gift packet; now
mark your calendar for the MG
2011 convention June 13-17, 2011 in
Reno, Nevada. The Register Night at
the convention will be an anniversary party. I hope everyone enjoyed
our special Driver edition as much as
I did. I know I really enjoyed taking
time to reflect back on the history
of NAMGBR. Of course, I think the
anniversary key fobs are very nice too!
To all that contributed articles, a great
job. These gifts will soon become collector’s items.
The Annual General Meeting was
held October 23, 2010 at the Silver
Legacy Hotel in Reno. The minutes
of the meeting are available in their
entirety by going to our website www.
namgbr.org. We encourage members
to take time to read the minutes. A special thanks to the Reno All British Car
Club and the North American Council
for hosting the AGM.
I want to thank our affiliate clubs
for their continued support by electing
me to another term as secretary and
congratulations to the 2010 NAMGBR
award winners, presented at the AGM.
I continue to remind members to
take time to clearly mark their membership numbers on all correspon-
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Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
dence. Due to the volume of communications we receive daily, it helps
to have the membership numbers. If
you are not sure what your membership number is, we list the number on
each copy of your Driver just above
your name. Feel free to contact me
if you have any questions regarding
your membership renewal, delivery of
the Driver, and especially if you are a
prospective new member reading this
publication.
I would also like to thank the
Illinois Flat Land British Car Club,
my local club, and all other clubs
that participated in the MG Car Club
80th birthday celebration. This year
we all enjoyed what I call an 80/20
event. The events were an eighty-year
birthday party of the MG Car Club of
England and the twenty -year anniversary of the North American MGB Register. The year 2010 was a one hundred
percent year of celebrations!

Denny
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Limited Edition Registrar

H

ello, again, and we hope you
all had a great and safe holiday
season. Lots to get through this
time, so we’ll start with a query from
“Down Under!” I had a note from Phil
Smith via Rick Brown, to say he was
looking at a 1970 MGB in Western
Australia but was unable to reconcile
the chassis number YHN6770 with
anything he’d ever seen on an MGB
before. I was able to inform him that
this was one of the 9337 CKD “Completely Knocked Down” MGBs sent out
to Australia in pieces, to be assembled
once they were there at the Waterloo
facility in Sydney. Starting as early as
1960, the MGA and the Sprite were
assembled “Down Under” by Pressed
Metal Corp on what was a sub-contract basis. So it was logical that as
sales of the MGB increased, it became
feasible for BMC to take on its own
assembly in a new facility exclusive to
the MGB and the Midget.

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
The plant appears to have been set
up in Sydney around the beginning of
1968 and most of the parts needed to
make the cars were imported, tightly
packed in cube-like crates which could
be carried by the normal type of cargo
vessel. One crate contained most of the
parts for one MGB and major mechanical bits were imported completely
assembled and with some of the panels
welded in place. For example, door
skins on door frames.
Engines were all run on the bench
for 30 minutes and were thoroughly
tested and any necessary assembly of

Colin Goodey sent Ken a beautiful dash
plaque with Ken’s car number.

other parts such as the steering and
suspension was performed before they
reached the assembly line, where the
basic shell was assembled on to jigs
and was then welded up in the main

body shop.
A total of 9337 roadsters were assembled at Waterloo, and all Australian MGBs came with wire wheels,
black upholstery, and black tops. The
chassis numbers ran from YGHN3501 to YGHN10-501 (YGHN8 was not
used, to avoid potential confusion
with YGHN3). Production ceased in
November 1972 when a white MGB
came off the line, foreshadowing what
was to come eight years later at Abingdon! (Editor’s note: We ran a comprehensive story on CKD MGBs in the January &
March 1994 editions of the MGB Driver.)
Following my note about the MG
Factory closure, someone also sent me
a query regarding the last MGB coming off the line on October 22, 1980,
and I was able to inform them that
chassis number 521996 in Porcelain
White with Black trim came off Line
“C” at exactly 2:09 pm on that fateful
date. I am indebted to MG employee
Ron Willis, who was there at the time,
for this information.
Also we have another very

All photos provided by Ken Smith

British equivalent to a title.
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British equivalent to a title, final pages.

early MGB joining our ranks. Michael
Palange of New Jersey owns GHN3L
766 built in July 1962, very early in
the production of the new model MG.
Details of this car have been forwarded
to Bill Barge, our Registrar in charge of
the Pull-Handle MGBs.
Also I received the rather nice
dash plaque, pictured on previous
page, from Colin Goodey of the Jubilee
& Limited Edition Register (J.U.L.E)
in England. The plaque is in red on
heavy-duty brass, and chrome plated
with the car number (mine!), and build
date engraved, and is self-adhesive to
fit on the glove box door (or wherever
else you wish to mount it!) This is only
a prototype at the moment, but Colin
tells me that they could possibly be
produced in black and silver for L.E.
owners who show interest in the piece.
No cost available at the moment, but
it will not be cheap, bearing in mind
the costs of engraving each individual
plaque with your car number and then
shipping charges from England. Drop
me an email if you find this item of
any interest, at kensca@cox.net.
Now here’s a strange one! Seems
12

a chap in Holland thought
he was buying a ’67 MGB/
GT Special. It looked straight
from all the photos seen, but
when he received his Heritage
Certificate it stated that the car
was originally Mirage in color!
Further investigation showed
traces of the original color,
which indeed was Mirage. On
Page 44 of this issue you will
find the full story written up
by Rob de Joode of Rotterdam
in Holland, where the car now
resides.
Finally, I was asked what
exactly was a “Log Book” for
a car in England. This was the
equivalent of the “title” in
this country and gave details
of the make, model, and other
relevant details, such as who
had owned it and what its
current status was. We show
an example here, but what is
interesting about this MGB/GT registered in December 1970, is that it was
purchased from the British Leyland
Sales Division in Birmingham, by an
overseas visitor, and was therefore
not subject to the usual Rate of Duty
paid by home customers and had to be
exported by December 1971. Bearing
the registration number WON 719 J it
also had to have a tax disc stating that
the vehicle was exempt from customs
duty.
Finally the latest registration
received-Many thanks to all who submitted them.

John Layman..............................1969 MGB
Bob Lewis....................................1980 MGB
William Bitner.............................1978 MGB
Michael Boyle.......................1967 MGB/GT
Dexter Jones......................... 1979 MGB LE
Roy Gavilan...........1966 MGB & 1974 MGB
Randall Neal................................1972 MGB
Kevin Ware.................................. 1974 MGB
Michael Palange.........................1963 MGB
Jim Proia......................................1966 MGB
Terry Bernardinucci...................1978 MGB
Raymond Hartinger...................1977 MGB
Tim Benedick.............................. 1976 MGB
Fidel Rodriguez..........................1978 MGB
Colin King................1967 MGB/GT Special

Ken
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
The topic is: Best of show/top points
award trailered car versus best of show/
top points award driven car. I write this
letter to express my concern of show car
winners who trailer their cars from show
to show, vacuuming up all the top awards
with a car fresh off the assembly line or
a restoration job. That car never sees the
road except from the trailer to the show.
There are members out there who
have restored a car to a perfect specimen,
they of course attend outings long distances events and shows and have worn
the pimples off the tires, a stone chip here
and there, dirt in the fenders, and the carpets and seats showing slight use. These
people of course enjoy their cars with the
club family.
Have you ever seen a top award winner show car that was trailerised on a club
event? I have never seen one.
Many clubs overseas have adopted
the following for awards.:
• Will have to attend six monthly club
meetings with the car. (Called Bonnets Up.)
• The car will have to have been on one
rally. (National event.)
• The car will have to be used on a club
picnic or outing during the year.
All cars should be enjoyed by all club
members. Not just kept in a trailer for once
a year show or shows?
For your interest, this is what other
clubs are doing with regard to trailered
cars at shows.
Sincerely —Basil McLaren #16-6331
Basil, there have been a number
of discussions on this subject over
the years with many people having
very strong feelings on either side of
the issue. Some believe that trailered
cars should be banned while others feel that maintaining a perfect
example of the marque is a public
service since seeing a car in that
condition is a rarity. I’m a bit more
pragmatic in my views. If someone
wants to forego the incredible pleasure derived from driving a fantastic
sports car to take home a bunch of
trophies, that’s their choice. If someMGB Driver • January / February 2011

one wants to forgo winning prestigious awards to run their car into the
ground, that’s their choice as well. Of
course, there are examples of people
who do both. Paul Hanley’s cars are
so immaculate that you could eat off
the engine blocks, yet he’s driven
them coast to coast. Simon Dix is
another. He’s always striving to make
his car perfect, all the while driving
it extensively. On the other hand,
I know several people who trailer
their cars to events just because they
physically can’t drive their cars much
any more. They love the camaraderie
of the events too much to miss them,
so it’s kind of tough to hold it against
them that they trailer their cars.
However, I know that my opinions
are not the same as others which is
why I’m completely right if you agree
with me or completely wrong if you
don’t or completely unread if you’ve
already flung this issue across the
room in disgust.
Robert,
I just wanted to notify you that John
Twist has purchased a number of copies of
Barrie’s Notes from the MGB Register of
the MG Car Club-UK. Could you let your
membership know that they can purchase
a copy from John directly now?
Thanks —John Watson
Chairman, MGB Register MGCC
John, consider it done!
Robert,
On page 29 of the last issue of the
Driver I believe there was a mistake as to
who helped Dick Mullins once he contacted the UK. The chap’s name is not Colin
Wheatley, but is Colin Haymes Goodey,
who is the Registrar of the Jubilee Register
of the MG Car Club. Can we get a correction into the next issue? I think Dick was
confusing him with Clive Wheatley who
supplies V8 parts in the UK.
			—Ken Smith
Thanks, Ken!
Robert,
I read with interest the recent article
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entitled “Reflections on Period, Original,
and Modified.” To be honest I was not
sure what the author was trying to convey.
Surely these terms are self-explanatory
(i.e. – period relates to any given time segment such as Georgian Period in respect
to houses and furniture or Victorian or
Colonial etc). Modified would relate to
any Georgian house or Colonial house
that has been modified with replacement windows, air conditioning, modern
bathrooms, garage additions and all the
other things that people do to such historic
treasures. By the same token painting
a Victorian brass bedstead to match
the wall paper or cutting the legs off a
Georgian carved table to make it fit in a
small modern kitchen could be considered
“Modified”!
When it comes to such treasures
as a classic car, I would suggest that it’s
equally as simple. For my 1970 MGB to be
considered original, it should fit a required
criteria. The first should be that all the
parts are original. Original, this means
they were fitted to the car on an assembly line in Abingdon, England, and have
not been modified in any way. The same
would apply to the paint, which should be
one of the original colors, interior, dash
equipment, lighting etc., should also be
the same as the day it left the factory.
As for aftermarket items, as long as
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they were offered within the same time period such as a period radio, luggage rack,
factory installed heater that in reality is
an insult to the word when it comes to
comfort, original spot and fog lights such
as Halford or Lucas MG equipment as sold
by the MG dealer. As for other aftermarket
items that may have been fitted over the
years, this obviously removes the term
original from the description of the car.
For the true purist may I pose
yet another question in regard to my
MGB? When I replace the original fuel
pump that has given sterling service for 20
years with a replacement unit which in no
sense of the word can be described as original, even if it’s rebuilt, have I now reduced
the car to a modified vehicle? The answer
has to be yes, so in reality there are very,
make that very very, few original cars in
existence. Back in October 2003, I wrote
an article entitled “Classic or Vintage” in
which I tried to draw a line between these
two classifications. In the end, I had to
accept the idea that such a line was almost
impossible to create. However, I would
suggest that this is not the case when it
comes to Original or Modified based on
my stated criteria.
Nit picking? Well, maybe, but originality is a delicate subject as illustrated by
the fact that to look at me you could say
that I am original. That is I have all the
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original parts that I was born with, however, to be honest this is not true; my appendix was removed many years ago and
more recently, a new valve fitted to the old
ticker so to all purposes I am a modified
version of the original just like my MG.    
 		
—Geoff Wheatley
Yes, Geoff, but are you trailered
to events?
Hi, Robert,
I am a member of the Canadian
Classic MG club here in Vancouver, BC.
I have a MGA and a friend has a MGB,
which are the two cars referred to in the
attached letter. (Printed below)
I’m wondering if this is something that might be of interest to some
NAMGBR members, and, if it is the kind
of letter that you could put into your next
club magazine?
Look forward to hearing from you,
		
—Steve Kaufman
Two members of the CCMGC of Vancouver, and our wives, are planning an
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approximately 16,000-mile road trip. It
will start in Vancouver, British Columbia,
and head indirectly for MG 2011 in Reno.
From there, south to San Diego area and
then east through Yuma, along the Mexican border towards Corpus Christi on the
Gulf coast. New Orleans is a must stop,
then down the panhandle to Key West.
North now, on the eastern side of the US,
up into Canada and out to St. John, Newfoundland. Then back, vaguely following
the 49th parallel and back to Vancouver.
All this is with no fixed daily mileage
or route. If we find some interesting car
events that may be taking place along the
route, we would probably take part. We
are also asking all MG club members in
the vicinity of our travels, if they know
of some places of interest and perhaps, to
share their favourite MG roads with us. If
anyone is interested in joining us for all or
part of the trip, we’d love to hear from you.
Contact us at sskaufman@dccnet.com
Hmmmm… driving MGs long distances to a lot of cool places… Yeah,
I’d definitely say that is something
that we can put in the MGB Driver!
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NAMGBR 2010 Annual General Meeting

From the left; Secretary Denny Elimon, Chairman Richard Liddick,
Vice Chairman Kim de Bourbon, Treasurer Alan Magnuson.
Submitted by Denny Elimon
Secretary NAMGBR

(Editor’s Note: These minutes have been
edited due to space limitations. To see the
full minutes, please go to the website –
www.namgbr.org)

P

rior to the Annual General Meeting, the officers and guest were
given a tour of the Eldorado, Silver
Legacy, and Circus Circus hotels as
a preview of the planned MG 2011
event. The tour of the Tri-Property
hotel complex was organized by Tony
Burgess, the North American MG
Council, and the Reno All-British Car
Club.
NAMGBR officers and coordinators present at the AGM were Richard
Liddick, Kim & Charles de Bourbon,
Alan Magnuson, Denny Elimon, Tony
& Lynne Burgess, and Robert Rushing.
The meeting was called to order at
1 pm by presiding chairman Richard Liddick. The chairman thanked
everyone for attending and began by
describing the purpose of the meeting.
Members were requested to hold all
comments or questions until the gen16
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eral discussion section of the agenda.
The chairman called for a reading and
approval of the minutes of the last
AGM, held in Belleville, Ontario, on
Oct. 24, 2009. A motion was made by
Alan Magnuson, seconded by Kim de
Bourbon, that the minutes be approved as presented, and all voted in
favor.
The following are reports by
NAMGBR officers, coordinators, and
registrars were presented during the
meeting or read into the minutes by
officers:

Chairman
Richard Liddick

It’s hard to
believe that a year
has gone past,
since I became
chairman of the B
Register. Over the
past year, we have
made progress in
many areas. The
one item I am
happiest about is having resolved all
the outstanding issues with regard to
our non-profit status with the state
17

and federal government. Thanks goes
to our secretary, Denny Elimon, for
locating an accounting firm that knew
the system and filed all the necessary
paper work to get us official status of
a 501(c)7 not-for-profit corporation.
While we have always been recognized
by the state of Illinois as a “not–forprofit” corporation, the same could
not be said of our friends in Washington. We are now in full compliance,
having submitted all required filings.
You should have noticed on
this year’s election ballot a bylaw
amendment requiring the officers of
NAMGBR to hire an accounting firm
licensed in Illinois to process our annual state and federal IRS forms. The
reasons for this amendment are that
we are incorporated in the State of
Illinois, and to guarantee that future
officers maintain the good standing
that we currently have.
Some other things I can look
back on with pride are the growth in
membership, the excellent convention
hosted by the MG Car Club of Toronto
held in Belleville, Ontario, the two regional events, the increase in advertising of the Register in publications like,
Moss’s British Motoring, Classic Motorsports, and the British Marque Car
Club News. This has helped enlarge
our exposure amongst MG owners and
car clubs.
I have to point out that this is not
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all my work; I am just the person at the
top. While I have my fingerprints on
it, without the hard work of the other
officers, coordinators, registrars, and
volunteers, none of our progress would
be possible. I would like to thank Alan
Magnuson, Denny Elimon, Kim de
Bourbon, Tony Burgess, Robert Rushing and Charles de Bourbon publicly
for all that they do. I can’t imagine
doing this job without them.
I would also like to thank our past
regalia coordinator, Elvin Davis, for
his years of service to NAMGBR and
welcome Connie Wyckoff as the new
regalia coordinator. We also have a
couple of new registrars; Bill Barge
has decided to step down as the pullhandle registrar after fifteen years in
the job. Lloyd Faust will be taking over
this position; Dan Masters has stepped
down as the MGB V-8 & Modified registrar after holding his position for a
number of years. Mike Grieco has been
selected to replace him.
One of my many duties is serving along with Kim de Bourbon as
NAMGBR’s representative on the MG
Council. The Council has been planning MG 2011 for the last four years
and the event is coming together. We
are planning on this event being the
biggest west coast MG gathering ever.
The theme of the event is “MG 2011
– A Western Experience.” The full website should be up and running soon.
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Vice Chairman

Kim de Bourbon
The vice
chairman’s
primary duties
are to work
with affiliated
clubs to process
requests for
insurance
certificates and
maintain club
affiliation information. Here’s my
report on both areas.
Insurance – By my count, our affiliated clubs have been issued insurance certificates for 45 events so far
this calendar year, with most of them
coming to me first as vice chairman.
For the first time, the vast majority of
them were submitted via e-mail, with
the club’s filling out a PDF form and
e-mailing it to me. Not only did this
greatly improve our ability to track the
requests, it also allowed us to get them
processed more quickly, as most could
be forwarded to J.C. Taylor right away,
via e-mail.
We are continuing to work on
ways to improve and streamline the
process, including getting most of
the certificates to be issued by e-mail.
I also will be working with Tom on
updating our “NAMGBR Insurance
F.A.Q.” packet, which I expect to send
out to our affiliated clubs in the new
year. Clubs often have questions as to
what, exactly, the policy covers and
how it all works, and this packet, in
PDF format, is great for them to have
on hand.
Club affiliations – We have 95
affiliated clubs on the books. We initiated the online re-affiliation form in
2009, but it really didn’t take off until
this year, when for the first time, most
clubs submitted their re-affiliation information electronically. This greatly
increased our efficiency and helped
keep our records up-to-date.
The annual vice chairman’s letter
to the clubs will go out at the end of
the year, mostly by e-mail now that we
have up-to-date contact info for most
of the clubs. This e-mail will contain a
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PDF of the message, which clubs may
print and bring to their meetings or
forward. It will also contain an active
link to get them to the re-affiliation
form on the NAMGBR website.
In addition to thanking each club
for its affiliation, the letter will remind
clubs of the benefits of NAMGBR affiliation and also the requirements to
remain an affiliate in good standing,
including the use of the NAMGBR
logo in their newsletters and websites,
where it should also be an active link.

Treasurer
Alan Magnuson

NAMGBR
had a strong fiscal
2009-10 year as
our membership
continued to
increase. Thank
you for renewing
your membership
in your local club
and NAMGBR.
We had income of $73,239, with
expenses of $78,639.95. The October
1, 2009 – September 30, 2010 Profit
& Loss statement accompanies this
article.
Income of $73,239 came from
several categories; the largest source is
membership dues and with MG 2010
contributing $2,993.14 to NAMGBR’s
bottom line.
Additional sources of income are
from regalia sales and sponsorship in
the MGB Driver and the Mutual Aid
Directory.
Expenses for the fiscal year were
$78,639.95. Printing is our largest
expense area (MGB Driver and Mutual
Aid Directory). Other expense areas
include advertising and promotions,
MG 2010, regalia, preparation for our
December 2010 20th anniversary,
insurance, postage, professional fees,
taxes, and office expenses. NAMGBR
experienced a negative net income of
$4,912.21. Reports have been presented to the NAMGBR officers and
membership, via the MGB Driver, as required by the constitution and bylaws.
The financial records are available
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North American MGB Register
Profit & Loss
October 2009 - September 2010

Total Income Car Show MG2010 $ 4,993.14
Total Car Show
$ 4,993.14
CCard Fee
Dues
Dues - Domestic
Dues - Overseas
Total Dues
Miscellaneous Income
Regalia Sales
Back Issues - CD
Back Issues - Print
Clothing
Grille Badge
Misc
Total Regalia Sales

714.00
240.00
58,934.00
315.00
$ 59,489.00

$

Shipping
Sponsorship
Ads - MADirectory
Ads- Driver
Member - Classified
Total Sponsorship
Uncategorized Income
Total Income$
Gross Profit$
Expenses
Advertising & promotion
Bank Credit Card Fees
Bank Service Charges
Car Shows
MG2010
Regional Meets
Total Car Shows
CC Internet
Contributions
Insurance
D & O Insurance
Liability Insurance
Total Insurance
Licenses and Permits

MGB Driver
Lay-out
Postage-Domestic
Postage-Foreign
Printing
Total MGB Driver
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15.00
5.00
90.30
50.00
95.00
60.00
2,490.75
2,791.05
51.34

$

1,495.00
3,349.94
5.00
4,849.94
335.53
73,239.00
73,239.00
5,372.50
1,246.52
74.40

$

2,000.00
230.00
2,230.00
571.20
50.00

$

1,949.00
1,385.00
3,334.00
26.00

$

4,500.00
3,813.88
1,274.69
25,341.00
34,929.57

Miscellaneous
Mutual Aid Directory
Lay-out
Postage - Domestic
Printing
Total Mutual Aid Directory $
Office
Software
Supplies
Total Office
$
PayPal Fees
Postage and Delivery
Other
Regalia
Secretary
Total Postage and Delivery $

1,724.26
150.00
1,306.55
2,266.00
3,722.55
444.47
1,719.54
2,164.01
162.78
55.88
880.48
167.44
2,776.93
3,880.73

Printing and Reproduction
Misc
Total Printing and Reproduction $
Professional Fees
Accounting
Dues & Subscriptions
Legal Fees
Total Professional Fees

18.36
18.36

$

2,100.00
100.57
150.00
2,350.57

$

2,754.58
4,975.00
825.00
5,800.00

$

850.00
460.00
1,310.00

Telephone
800 Number
Other phone bills
Secretary’s Line
Total Telephone

$

425.22
77.40
2,971.76
3,474.38

Travel
Total Expenses

$

3,443.54
78,639.95

Net Operating Income

-$

5,400.95

Other Income
Interest Income
Total Other Income
Net Other Income
Net Income

$
$
-$

488.74
488.74
488.74
4,912.21

Purchases
Regalia - Purchases
Clothing
Total Regalia - Purchases
Taxes Paid
Federal Taxes Paid
State Taxes Paid
Total Taxes Paid
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for review by any member. I’d like to
thank the chapters of NAMGBR for the
pleasure of serving as treasurer.

Secretary
Denny Elimon

I would like
to thank all the
current and past
officers for their
assistance over
the last year. The
North American
MGB Register is
very fortunate to
have the dedicated volunteers serving
to continue the growth and success of
our organization.
After now completing my second full year as secretary, it has once
again been my pleasure meeting and
working with our clubs and members.
I have met many of our members and
have developed a friendship with
many of them. We especially recognize and congratulate our affiliate
clubs that have served as host for our
annual conventions. All 92 of our
affiliate clubs are the backbone of our
organization.
Our membership remains steady
– we currently have 2,076 active members. Annually we have members that
elect to sell their cars, but fortunately,
they inform the new owner of the advantages of membership. Some of our
registered cars are on their second and
third owners.
We can take great pride that we
have members in every state in the
Unites States, more than 100 members in Canada, members in England
, Australia, the Netherlands, Puerto
Rico, Japan, and maybe soon from
China (a new club is said to be forming
in China).
Thus far through October 2010
we have had 293 new members join – a
“great job!” goes out to all the members who helped to recruit these new
members. We have contacted all past
members from 2009 and 2010 to invite
them to join us in our anniversary
year. We did not want them to miss
out on our anniversary specials.
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As I enter another two-year term
as your secretary, I once again call
upon our members to assist and support the function of secretary. I am
pleased with the understanding and
support shown during the last two
years – thank you!
We will be sending out the traditional e-mail membership reminders
along with mailed cards as a reminder
of renewal status. If per chance you
may happen to receive more than one
notice … it is because we do not want
to miss you!! I openly invite our members to contact me if they need any
assistance, I can be located on our website, as listed in the Driver — feel free
to contact me. I will strive to serve you
as your secretary for 2011 and 2012.

Editor
Robert Rushing

2010 was
another good
year for the
MGB Driver.
There were a lot
of great stories
and pictures.
A new feature
called “Reader’s
Rides” was
introduced and has proven to be very
popular. Also, in celebration for the
20th anniversary of the founding of
the North American MGB Register,
a special edition of the Driver was
produced outlining the history of the
Register and spotlighting many of the
people who have helped grow it over
the years.
We were running a surplus of
articles until the November/December
2010 issue and are now cutting it a
bit close for future issues. I would like
to encourage each of the Registrars
to engage members of their registers
to produce some general and technical articles concerning their area of
specialty. I would especially like to see
more articles on the MG Midget and
photo technical essays.
As always, I would like to thank
my art director/production coordinator, Charles de Bourbon, for all his
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help. Without his expertise, I would be
lost. I would also like to thank all the
local newsletter editors and those who
contributed articles over the course of
the past year; they are the real talent
behind the MGB Driver.

		

Advertising
Coordinator
Charles
de Bourbon

Thank you for
the opportunity
to be the advertising coordinator
for the MGB Driver.
At this time, all
invoices for the
remainder of 2010
have been sent. I am currently waiting
for the response from our advertisers.
It has been my experience that most
of our advertisers take some time to
respond to invoices. We have two new
advertisers; one is a business card, one
is a third of a page.
This year has been the year I decided to streamline the billing for our
advertisers. The new advertising structure is simply to invoice all advertisers
at the same time, in January. This may
have caused some confusion for one
or two of our advertisers because their
advertising costs are being pro-rated to
January 2011. All invoices have a letter
of explanation for the new structure
of invoicing. Our advertisers are loyal
to the MGB Driver and are willing to
undergo this change.
The advertisers, some who are
members, advertise because they are
loyal supporters of NAMGBR. This is
great, but it also poses a challenge for
me to treat the MGB Driver as a business because the Driver is, in reality, a
club newsletter. It’s never my intention
to make our advertisers to feel unappreciated by increasing advertising
pricing. This must be addressed in
the couple of years, if not sooner. This
coming year looks promising because
there is an increasing interest to advertise. I am expecting new advertisers in
the coming year.
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Convention
Coordinator
Tony Burgess

Report on
MG 2010 – June
23-27, Belleville,
Ontario. There
were 241 cars
(451 people): 141
United States,
102 Canadian, 3
United Kingdom,
155 NAMGBR members with 51 clubs
represented.
2010 Regional Event: April 15-17,
Pismo Beach, California, hosted by the
Paradise British Car Club.
Plans for MG 2011 – June 13-17,
2011, Reno, Nevada. The all-register
meet held every five years. Hosted by
the North American MMM Register,
the New England MG ‘T’ Register (it
will be their GOF West); the North
American MGA Register, the North
American MGB Register, and the
American MGC Register. The local
host club is the Reno All-British Car
Club. Host hotels are the Tri-Property
complex: Eldorado, Silver Legacy and
Circus Circus, which are all connected.
Plans for MG 2012 – June 6-10,
2012, in Dillard, Georgia, hosted by
the Peachtree MG Registry.
Plans for MG 2013 – July 17-21,
Corvallis, Oregon. Hosted by the Willamette MG Club on the campus of
Oregon State University.

is kept up to date on a daily basis and
with an excellent turn-around time
for changes. If anyone has any suggestions for changes to the website please
contact me.

Concours
Bob Gloyd

Unfortunately, due to
work assignments,
I was unable to
attend MG 2010
in Belleville. After
checking with the
usual suspects, I
discovered that
they would not be
attending the event as well. In a panic,
I contacted the former NAMGBR chairman, Bruce Wyckoff, and (not knowing what he was stepping into) he
generously offered to step up and run
the concours at MG 2010.
There has been some discussion
with previous concours coordinators
and “interested third parties” over
changing or updating the way our cars
are judged, as well as a brief discussion
about adding a survivor class. While
I would like to see more consistency
from year to year over the judging,
with our system of volunteer judges
and the criteria that has been established on the judging sheets, it is my
feeling that we are doing a very credible job as it is. I am proud of the deci-

sions that are made by the judges and
have no qualms about any of the cars
or awards that have been presented
either at this year’s event or going back
to when I was just a spectator or started
judging. I also feel that adding a survivor class will just add to more issues
on what does or does not constitute a
survivor. At this point, there will be no
changes to concours for 2011.

1974½ Register
Scott Perry

I’m coming
up on two years
in this post and
I’m happy to say
things are going
well. We’ve added
in the neighborhood of 45 new
VIN numbers, plus
or minus, and I’m always updating
current entries as information comes
available. Ken Smith forwards me
entries made on the NAMGBR website
and I find others via eBay, the MGB Experience BBS, local car shows and even
Craigslist. I continue to write articles
for the Driver and have one currently
in the queue. Those I’ve written previously have generated good interest
with new and long-time owners. I
enjoy the post and plan to be an “inperson” part of MG 2011.

Webmaster
Rick Brown

The NAMGBR
website continues
to draw about 200
hits a week, with
most people interested in upcoming
events and cars/
parts for sale. Hits
come in from all
over the world with the US, Great Britain, Netherlands and Australia showing the greatest interest. The website
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All three MG 2011 host hotels have covered garages. This garage is actually an overflow garage. The overhead walkway goes to the Circus Circus casino hotel.
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Pull-Handle
Register
Bill Barge

We currently
have 207-registered pull-handle
MGBs. This past
year, I received
82 pull-handlerelated e-mail
messages from 21
distinct pull-handle owners. The Summer 2010 edition
of British Motoring magazine helped
generate over one-half of the e-mail
messages I received this year. Although
I had no input on the content of the
article, “Pull-Handle MGBs: The Purest
Form of an MGB,” the author, Kathleen Mangan, mentioned that I am
the Pull-Handle MGB registrar. Six of
the seven newly registered pull-handle
MGBs were in direct response to this
article.
Now, as my 15th year as the PullHandle registrar is coming to a close,
I am announcing my intent to step
down from this position.
I have very much enjoyed hearing
from the many enthusiastic pull-handle owners. The wealth of information
they possess on these original MGBs is
almost overwhelming.

Midget Register – Bob Swetzer

It has been two years this month
since I took over the Midget Register, and as of now we have a total of
twenty-two cars registered. This may
not seem to be a significant figure, but
one must take a few factors under consideration. First, we began with a zero
inventory of registered cars. Second,
we spent some time without success
trying to obtain a list of our Midgets
registered with the British Midget and
Sprite Club. Third, there are relatively
few Midgets in NAMGBR, judging by
the turnout of only twelve Midgets at
MG 2010. And, finally, it is hard to get
the word out with most of recent registrants learning of the register through
our web site.
Nevertheless, we now have cars
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registered from sixteen states, Canada,
and – oh my – Scotland. I have had
several applications from UK Midget
owners, to whom I have usually
recommended that they apply to the
British club. I had also recommended
to you that we end our connection
with the Midget and Sprite Club, but
the other day I received an e-mail from
Greg Gutierrez of the club. It was a
copy of what is in our web site, with no
comment. However, this could open
the door for some sort of cooperation
with them. I envision sending them
copies of what we have so that they
can update the number of Midgets still
existing in each category. More on
this later. To conclude, here are the totals of our registered Midgets by mark:
Mk I, 3; Mk II, 2; Mk III, 9; 1500, 8.

Service
Recommendation
Coordinator
Bruce Wyckoff

This year’s cover
honored our 2009
Enthusiast of the
Year, Laura Magnuson, with a picture
of both Laura and
her car. We started
this tradition a few years ago and it
has been a fun way to pay tribute to
our award winners. Once again this
year, we want to thank the businesses
that support the directory through
their advertising. We have a number
of companies that answer the call
every spring and send in their advertising and checks to help defray some
of the costs involved with published
the MAD. I would encourage all the
members of NAMGBR to support these
businesses in the same way they support us.
We are anticipating a large turnout for the next all-register meet next
June in Reno, Nev. The lure of MG
2011 promises to draw MG enthusiasts
from around North America, and the
Mutual Aid Director will be in the
glove box of many of those attendees.
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MGB, 67 GT
Specials, and
MGB LE Register
– Ken Smith

Currently we
have details of
3,244 MGBs on
the database. This
includes 420 Limited Edition MGBs
and 135 1967
MGB/GT Specials, plus 16 genuine
factory V8 GTs. Numbers for the 1974
1/2 MGBs, will, I’m sure, be submitted
by the appropriate Registrar, although
these are included on the main database. The split between MGB roadsters
and GTs is approximately 70/30.
Throughout the course of the
year we receive many new registrations, although I am sure that many
current members have not registered
their MGBs with me. That is why I
constantly exhort members through
the pages of the MGB Driver to send me
details of their car (s). The inclusion
of registration forms by our secretary

in new member’s packets is also much
appreciated.
We maintain a constant dialog
with the MG Car Club and the Jubilee
& LE Club (J.U.L.E) in Britain, also
with the MG Car Club of Holland,
who have been most useful in supplying information on MGBs exported to
Europe.
My regular column in the pages
of the MGB Driver brings a constant
source of information from members
each issue, and where relevant we endeavor to pass this on to readers.

		

100,000/200,000
Mile Register
Jai Deagan

We need
to order a new
supply of 100k
dash plaques. The
current version of
the plaque has the
old Akin address
under the logo. It
has been suggested that the address be
replaced with the web site address. We

Rick Ingram, Jean Ingram, Tony Burgess, Lynn Burges, Wayne Allen, Kim de Bourbon, Robert
Rushing, Richard Liddick, Jim Phelps with his dog Oscar Myer , Laura Magnuson, Alan Magnuson, William Hiland, Denny Elimon. All posing on the MG 2011 show field.
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the Missouri Endurance Run has been
held as participation in this type of
rallye has diminished over the years.
Rallyemaster Robert Rushing is to
be commended for keeping the MER
alive. His development of the “mini
rallye” and the active involvement of
the local MG Club of St Louis has kept
the MER alive.
We hope that interest will return
in promoting and participating in
these rallies. Rallyemasters will be
looking at different formats and/or
other changes that will make the endurance runs more appealing to M.G.
enthusiasts.

Questions from the floor:

From the left, Rick Ingram, Robert Rushing, Lynn Burgess, Richard Liddick, Alan Magnuson,
Laura Magnuson, Jean Ingram, and Denny Elimon in the lobby of the Silver Legacy Hotel.

have a good supply of plaques for the
200k Registry. The database contains
172 cars with nearly 160 members.
Some members have registered more
than one car in this sub-register. There
were seven members who requested
to join the 100k Register and one that
requested to join the 200k since my
last report.

		

Regalia Coordinator
Elvin Davis

Regalia Sales $514.73
Postage
$136.65
Expenses regalia to
Toronto
$148.01
Money from Regalia
Sales 2010 $230.07
Add $230.07 to regalia sales from AGM
2010.
Alan should have the figure in his
report. Those two figures will give you
the total regalia sales for 2010. (I don’t
handle money for MG 2010; I left that
to the treasurer.).
Alan Magnuson reported the following:
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After the reports were read, Chairman Liddick called for questions from
the floor:
Rick Ingram stated that he noted
there was a negative operating loss for
the year, as reported in the treasurer’s

report, of approximately $4,000. He
expressed his concerns for the overall
financial health of the organization.
Treasure Magnuson commented that
NAMGBR experienced increased expenditures for one-time legal and accounting services, anniversary special
expenses such as the purchase of key
fobs keepsakes for members, and especially an increase in NAMGBR promotional advertising. He stated that even
with the net loss, things were positive
on the backside of the overall budget.
Chairman Liddick commented
that this year NAMGBR had purchased
advertising in the British Marque
Car Club News, Moss Motors’ British
Motoring, Classic Motorsports, etc. He
noted that our increased membership
for the year can be traced to our advertising efforts. Liddick commented that
he appreciated having an advertising
budget for the year, and acknowledged
that he, too, was concerned with the

Total Regalia Sales
$2,791.05
Regalia Expenses		
$5,800.00
(Not including mileage, postage,
and amount includes for 20th anniversary key fobs to be mailed to members
December 2010)
Report from Elvin can read:
$514.73 + $2,791.05 =
$3,305.78
Less expenses
-$284.66
Regalia Sales for 2010
$3,021.22

V8/Modified Register – Mike Grieco

I will gratefully accept the position as The V8/Modified MG Registrar
for NAMGBR.

Hammer & Tongs Register
Rick Ingram on behalf of Phil Smith

The Hammer & Tongs Registry has
“pressed on regardless” this year, even
though activities have been numbered
for this group of enthusiasts. The H&T
Register grew as a result of the Triple
Crown series of endurance rallies held
in the Midwest (the Missouri Endurance Run, the Grand Lake Tour, and
the Abingdon Trials.)
For the past three years or so, only
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The three MG2011 host hotels – Eldorado, Silver Legacy and Circus Circus – in the wee hours of
the morning. The three hotels are connected under one roof, making it easy to get together, find
the banquet hall, and gather for planned events and tours in and around Reno.
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negative operating budget and recalled
years past when financially we were in
dire shape.

Election of Officers
and Bylaw Change

Chairman Liddick called for a
break during the meeting, during
which time he and Alan Magnuson
tallied the ballots for election of officers and an amendment change
presented to the clubs. The meeting
was called back to order by Chairman
Liddick, who reported that 44 clubs
returned ballots, of the 95 that were
presented ballots.
Chairman Liddick reported the
following election results: Elected for a
second two-year term to vice chairman: Kim de Bourbon. Elected for a
second two-year term to secretary:
Denny Elimon Also, the by-law change
was approved as submitted, with no
objections. The amendment requires
NAMGBR officers to file annually all
required state and federal tax forms
to maintain full compliance with our
new 503(c)7 general “not for profit”
status.
Vice Chairman de Bourbon and
Secretary Elimon both thanked the
members and the clubs for their support and expressed their appreciation
to NAMGBR members and the other
officers.

Annual Awards:

Chairman Liddick called for
presentation of the annual awards.
He indicated that NAMRBR annually
recognizes members who have, by
their actions, provided special efforts
that warrant recognition. This year’s
awards once again recognize members
that have made significant contributions to the overall operation of the
organization.

The NAMGBR
Chapter of the Year Award:

Presented to MG Car Club Rocky
Mountain Centre for their time and
efforts hosting MG 2009 in Breckenridge, Colorado.

John Twist & Caroline Robinson
Enthusiast of the Year Award:

Presented to Webmaster Rick
Brown, for his years of work maintaining NAMGBR online.

William Hilland accepts the newsletter award
on behalf of Jeremy Palgon, Editor.

Ken Smith Best Newsletter
of the Year Award:

Presented to “The Octagon,”
published by the MG Owners of MG
Owners Club of Northern California;
Jeremy Palgon, Editor.

Good Samaritan of the Year Award:

Presented to Andrew Taylor,
Belleville, Ontario, for his work and
efforts maintaining cars during
MG2010.

Special Awards: Presented to Stuart

“Mac” Macfarlane and Peter Mittler for
their time and efforts during MG 2010.

New Business:

Convention and AGM Coordinator Tony Burgess made a request that
the date of the 2011 Annual General
Meeting be changed to Nov. 7, 2011.
The change of date requires a vote, he
explained, since the annual general
meeting date is set in the bylaws of the
organization. Burgess explained that
we traditionally hold the fall meeting
in the location of the next year’s meet,
and that the host hotel for MG 2012
in Dillard, Georgia, was not available during the required weekend in
October. The motion was made by
Kim de Bourbon to set the AGM date as
November 7, 2011 in Dillard. Seconded
by Alan Magnuson, and the motion
approved as presented.
Rick Ingram requested a report
from the officers on their goals and
objectives for 2011. Richard Liddick
expressed a need to track cars in our
database, as our current systems track
members, not cars. He further indicated a need to develop a master file
to incorporate all NAMGBR data. He
reported that the affiliation with the
Sprite Midget Club was being dropped.
He commented on the need to develop
a new updated website, and reported
that Elimon had recently researched
possible change and had turned over
his information and involvement on
website to all officers. He stated that he
would be following up on the website
issues.
Kim de Bourbon indicated, as
she earlier reported, that her primary
function would remain being a contact for the affiliate clubs and to maintain the flow of insurance certificates.
Most of her new goals were presented
in her AGM report.
Alan Magnuson acknowledged the

recent change for the filing of requires
tax forms and indicated that he would
be meeting the requirements. He commented that he too was interested in
updating the website and hoped that it
would incorporate business functions,
especially for data entry into QuickBooks. He commented on the changes
to the membership payments stating
that the most recent changes have
seemed to work successfully. He made
a special call for candidates for a new
treasurer, as his second term would
be ending at the end of 2011, and
the bylaws establish term limits. He
expressed a need to locate candidates
with hopes that some transition could
occur as his term comes to an end.
Denny Elimon stated that with
hope and proper care he would be
around for another two years to serve
NAMGBR, and thanked everyone for
their support during the last two years.
He stated that at times the responsibilities of the office were a bit overwhelming. He was especially happy with the
continued growth of the organization
and indicated that those email and
postcard reminders would continue to
be sent as in the past. He commented
on the need for lapsed members to
rejoin now so as to not miss out on the
anniversary specials soon to be presented to all active members. A special
reminder mailing had been recently
sent to all lapsed members in 2009 and
2010 to rejoin now.
He then presented a motion
that the NAMGBR officers retain the
services of an Illinois accounting firm
to prepare the annual reports. The
motion was made by Kim de Bourbon,
seconded by Richard Liddick to retain
a firm to prepare required filings. Motion approved.
Hearing no other comments or
call for other new business, Chairman
Liddick adjourned the meeting at 4:30
p.m.

Lake Tahoe near Reno.
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Reader’s Ride
All photos provided by Dennis Silance.

Bought in 2003 for $500 – A real ”found in the farmfield” beauty.
By Dennis Silance
Keystone Region MG Club

I

bought this 1968 MGB/GT for $500
on a gray October day in 2003 from
a farmer’s field out in Mount Bethel,
Pennsylvania. There was a big, old,
leafless oak tree behind the car, with
an old wooden post-and-rail fence
near it, and a barn in the near distance.
I always thought I would frame that
picture, as it was your perfect “found
in the farm field” type picture.
Unfortunately, all my “before”
pictures were on my computer at work,
which was stolen, amongst other
things, about a year or so ago. I had
a bunch more shots of the first stage
restoration, but they’re gone too. So
all I have is some “during” and “after”
type pictures, and a short history of
the process.
The car was complete when I
bought it, missing only the bench part
of the rear seat and a fender mirror.
Everything else was still in or on the
car, including the original jack and
30

spanner for the knock offs. The engine
was stuck and the gear shift wouldn’t
move, the doors, fenders and sills were
rusted out and mice had set up a working hotel that was full to capacity, but
it still presented itself as a perfect restoration project. I hurried home to make
room, and to inform my sweet wife,
Diane, what I had bought for her. (I
always preface an addition with, “Look
what I bought you dear” or “This one’s
for you.”)
Phase One started with the stripdown process, engine and transmission removal. I took the engine to the
local machine shop, where the head
was pulled, some automatic transmission fluid poured into the cylinder
walls on top of the pistons and left for
a few weeks to free them up (which
worked). It was then hot-tanked to
clean out all the gunk in the oil and
water ports, and then inspected for
wear.
It was determined that we didn’t
need a complete engine rebuild, just
a refresh. All ancillaries in the engine
MGB Driver • January / February 2011

bay were removed, cleaned and rebuilt
or replaced as needed, inventoried,
then packed away. Front suspension,
steering rack, and brakes were removed, rebuilt or replaced as needed,
new bushings or bearings added, then
re-installed.
Phase Two was body panel repair
and replacement. I must say I had a
very limited knowledge of welding (it’s
hot and it burns), but I thought I could
do this with some preparation first. A
friend who is a welder by trade sold me
his Miller 135 MiG welder and gave me
a two-hour lesson. With some practice
and some understanding of the basic
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principals of metal and heat (rust
won’t weld!), all went well.
After advertising on the web for
some parts I would need for the GT,
I was offered a locally owned, fairly
complete 1970 GT parts car for the
tow-me-home price of $100. Sold!
Honestly, it was just what I was
looking for – a reference car! Since
all my “before” pics were lost when
my computer was stolen at work, this
would be just what I needed when
the time came to remembering where
everything went on the project 68GT.
Home from the paint shop. We
decided to change the color slightly
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from the original Grampian Gray,
which was more akin to battleship
gray, to Fine Metallic Silver, a PPG
Urethane base coat with a clear coat on
top. Painted the wire wheels the same.
Looks a little richer than the old gray.
Phase Three, the “remember”
phase! As in: “Where does this little so
and so go?” or “How did I ever get that
off of there in the first place?” Starting
at the rear and working forward, we
took everything out of the bins and
reattached it to the car. Little by little,
she started to resemble the beauty
she once was. We trimmed out the
engine bay, dropped the drive train in,
ran new brake and fuel lines, hooked
everything else up and decided to try
and start her. Cranked the engine over
a few times with the coil wire discon-
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nected to build oil pressure, moved the
distributor a few degrees this way and
that way, and cranked again. Voila`!
She lives! What a sound!
We installed a new red carpet kit,
reinstalled the old interior panels,
which cleaned up nicely, and recovered the seats in the original red with
black piping. (Did anyone actually
ever ride in the back seat in these cars?)
We cleaned all gauges and switches on
the dashboard, attached the doors and
bolted the seats to the floor.
We made a punch-out list of all
the little things to do yet, applied
for insurance and registration, and
checked the calendar. Hey, it’s only
the beginning of September. Plenty of
good driving weather still, and even a
few shows left to attend. Let’s drive!
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British Motor Heritage

One of the press jigs for making new panels at the British Motor Hertiage bodyshell plant.
By Robert Rushing
Photos by BMH and Robert Rushing

E

Parts primed and rust protected,
ready for shipment.
34

arlier this year, Safety Fast Magazine of the MG Car Club featured
the British Motor Heritage (BMH)
bodyshell plant. The article was great
and made me immediately think it
would be a good place to visit during
my trip to England in November. I
contacted Martin Davies, Sales Manager for BMH, about the possibility
of a tour in order to do a story for our
magazine. Martin quickly replied and
got the tour set up.
Fast-forward three months to
a cold and wet November morning
when we arrived at their huge 50,000
square foot facility in an industrial
park outside of Witney, Oxfordshire
(about 30 minutes from Abingdon).
Just in the parking lot alone, I could
tell this was going to be like Disneyland for me. There were about a dozen
or so classic and modern sportscars
along with an MG RV8 racecar and a
couple of other cool project cars. Once
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Bodyshell Plant

The computerized lift system in the warehouse.

“. . . I could tell this was
going to be like
Disneyland for me.”
inside, Martin was waiting to give us
a quick overview in their conference
room before handing out safety glasses
and taking us out to where all the fun
takes place.
BMH started reproducing the
MGB bodyshell in 1988. If you were
at MG 2010 this summer, then you
might have heard Lloyd Faust give
his talk on the big launch of the new
bodyshell at the NEC auto show that
year. The crew he was part of assembled a complete MGB from scratch
using everything from a donor car (for
the most part…) over a three-day weekend. While that might be the start of
our familiarity of BMH, it’s history actually goes back to the mid-70’s when
BL formed Leyland Historic Vehicles to
consolidate BL’s collection of historic
vehicles and archives. In the early 80’s
MGB Driver • January / February 2011

A bin full of new sills.
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A great example of the manual effort to create each MGB bodyshell,
and the assembly of a rear section of a new one.

A completed rear section.
A panel you rarely see. (And, he number of
times I cut my hands on those openings ...)

Part of the jigs and presses in the yard.
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it was renamed British Motor Heritage.
For a time, BMH and the British Motor
Heritage Trust museum were part of
the same unit, but with the buying
and selling of Rover and the splitoff of Land Rover to Ford and all the
subsequent juggling, the two are now
separate entities. (We will feature the
BMHT museum in a future issue).
In 2001, BMW decided to sell off
several assets to recoup some of their
money. Ex-BL managers David Bishop,
Neil Morrick, and John Yea got together and purchased the company. David,
as you may remember from Lloyd’s
talk, was the man (hero) who found

and rescued the original MGB body
tooling. While the MGB bodyshell was
the first to be reproduced, the MGB/
GT, the Midget/Sprite, the TR6, and
the classic Mini have joined it over the
years. In addition to bodyshells and
panels for our beloved cars, BMH also
owns Tex Automotive, which manufactures mirrors and wiper arms for
classic cars. Another firm owned by
BMH is Powerstop Brakes, a major distributor for EBC “Greenstuff” pads and
brake parts. If that wasn’t enough, they
are constantly exploring new products
to bring out (we got to see a few which
will hopefully make it to production).
With that overview of the history of BMH, Martin led us out into
the technical archives where all the
plans and drawings are kept. He then
took us onto the production floor to
start our tour. Right off the bat, we
saw two men putting the rear half of a
MGB together. Martin explained how
they were using the original jig from
Pressed Steel and how the jig clamps
the parts together to make sure that

I ask Martin some questions about
the assembly while Simon Dix looks on.

The panel finishing shop.

The stitch welder at work.
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Martin gives Simon Dix and I
an overview of the history of BMH.
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the panels are lined up perfectly before
they are pinch welded exactly as they
were done back in the day. Martin said
that custom orders are accepted so if
someone wanted to race their car, that
person could order all the panels seam
welded for extra strength.
On the other side of this work,
two men were busy building new
MGB gas tanks and along the way,
others were working on various parts
of the bodyshells. We passed bin after
bin full of freshly pressed panels and
stacks of completed components. Before leading us upstairs, Martin took us
outside to show where all the jigs and
presses are kept. There are hundreds
of these devices sitting outside in the
weather. When we voiced our concerns over this, he assured us that they
have always been stored like this and
that they are meticulously maintained
so it isn’t much of a worry.
Our next stop was on the second
floor where original panels from the
various cars are stored. After each new
pressing, samples of the new panels are

The wing pieces are put in the jig.

One of the full-body jigs. Your car might have
been on this very jig when it was built.

A new wing being fed through that priceless
stitch welder, as Simon watches.

The nose being put through the stitch welder.

Tex Automotive product board.
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The original MGB master parts.
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Pinch welding the wing pieces together.
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compared to the original to make sure
that they are an exact match. While
on the topic of quality, Martin gave us
some examples of issues that they’ve
discovered with parts from other suppliers. For example, on the Mini the
rear sub-frame is critical for proper
handling. An aftermarket pattern part
was brought in recently and it was
found to be out of line by almost a half
inch on each side. Even after extensive
rework by the owner, it still would not
fit right and caused problems with the
car’s steering. The BMH part was substituted and was a simple bolt-on. Not
only was no additional work required,
but it corrected the steering problem.
After that, we met Les Holmes
who gave us a demonstration on how
front fenders (wings) are made. He
said that in today’s world, there is no
way a car like the MGB would be made
because of the huge amount of manual
effort needed to create it. There are
fifteen pieces that go into making
one fender. I had always assumed that
the top was one pressed piece, but it’s

Les Holmes talks us through
the wing assembly process.

Les Holmes holds up the assembled wing.
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MGB bodyshells moving down the line

three separate pieces plus the headlight ring. The nose is stitch welded by
a machine that was specifically built
to do that job. It’s the only one in the
world and when it dies, the welding
will have to be done manually, which
will probably greatly increase the cost
of each fender. Once the fender is assembled, it still has a lot of finishing
work to do to make the seams on the
nose disappear.
We then proceeded to the massive
parts warehouse. Despite the fact that
most of the car parts being stored are
for our ancient cars, the technology
used in there is innovative. Martin
showed us how electronic strips are
laid into the floor so the operators
of the lifts can stay up in the air and
computer control their carts without
worrying about hitting the shelves or
having to come down to get orders.
He also showed us how by this point,
all the parts and bodyshells have been
primed using an immersion process

which gives it the same protection
against rust as a modern car. So not
only is a bodyshell cost competitive with extensive rust repair work
performed at a shop, but the resulting
product is much more likely to resist
rust in the future. A win-win if you ask
me.
Our final stops were in the adjoining building where we toured Tex
Automotive and Powerstop Brakes.
It was great watching all those parts
coming together knowing that they
would soon help some lucky owner in
restoring their pride and joy.
Continuing the diversification of
the Heritage Group business, in 2009
the company launched a new retail
sales website, www.motoringclassics.
co.uk, which is now being actively developed as a one-stop shop for a wide
variety of classic car parts, accessories
and care products. This means, in addition to the Powerstop/EBC and Tex
Automotive ranges, the website now

Completing the front scuttle attachment

The nose after stich welding completed - as
you can see a lot of work is left to do.

Like the earlier cars, the new shells are built
for either left or right hand drive.

Battery box sections waiting installation.

New floor panels.

Look at all those pinch welds.
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The original Midget master parts.
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The unreplaceable stitch welder.
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Stacks of rear ends.
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A B goes through its paces at the gymkhana at Shannonville Raceway, part of MG 2010 in Ontario.
All the parts that go into a front fender of an MGB.

offers Minilite wheels, Mota-Lita steering wheels, Renovo soft-top care preparations, Samco silicone hoses, Raceglaze polishes, and Greycar motoring
clothing. The most recent addition is a
superb new range of Original Technical Publications (workshop manuals,
parts lists, owner’s handbooks etc)
on DVD for a huge variety of classic
British cars. More new lines are being
added to the site over time, so enthusiasts should keep an eye on it.
As you can see, the tour was

fascinating. It’s heartening to see that
the parts we need to bring our cars
back to life are being produced in such
a caring and high-quality fashion by
true enthusiasts who want to maintain
the breed as much as we do. When you
purchase BMH panels, you know that
you are getting British-made parts,
manufactured to original specifications. And what better part to put on
your thoroughbred British sportscar?
For more information, go to www.
bmh-ltd.com.

Basic B: Handling
By Don Schmidt, Big Bend MGs

S

ome young-at-heart owners may
have an interest in MG driving
games, such as solo, slalom, or
gymkhana. Some may just want a
car that carves corners more to their
liking. Just a little improvement in the
handling department would suit some

of you just fine. The stock set-up is OK,
but what is “stock” for those cars that
have been restored, fixed, worn-in,
worn-out, bent, and unbent. We are
using modern tires and springs that
are either worn out or replaced, with
units from who knows where.

A car either oversteers, understeers, or is neutral. A NASCAR racer once
described these conditions as such, “If it understeers it runs straight into
the fence. If it oversteers it snaps around and runs into the fence backwards.” A chart for suspension tuning follows:

Adjusting Understeer

To increase understeer		

Larger front roll bar
Raise front ride height		
Less negative camber		
Higher front spring rate		
More front tire pressure		

To decrease understeer
Smaller front roll bar
Lower front ride height
More negative camber
Softer front spring rate
Less front tire pressure

Adjusting Oversteer

To increase oversteer		

Larger rear roll bar
Raise rear ride height		
Stiffer rear spring rate		
More rear tire pressure		

Simon Dix and me standing at the British Motor Heritage entry gate.
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If you elect to do a handling tune
up, make one change at a time so you
can judge the results. Lastly toe and
caster settings affect handling dynamics (responsiveness and stability) so
have these checked before you start
tuning.
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To decrease oversteer
Smaller rear roll bar
Lower rear ride height
Softer rear spring rate
Less rear tire pressure

When a car is completely neutral
it will slide the front and rear equally
at the limit in the classic four-wheel
drift. Increasing or decreasing throttle
or applying brake will cause changes
in the cars balance, and for adjusting
that, you will need Driver’s Ed.
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All photos provided by Rob de Joode.

sylvania (we have a copy of the letter
from the museum authenticating
this). Bearing the license plate “MG
50,” it was then sold at a Mel Cruse International auction in September 1993
and subsequently imported to Holland
in November 1993, registered in the
name of Rob Oostdam of The Hague.
Mr. Oostedam sold the car to a Mr. Sikkens, also of The Hague and he owned
it until August 2008 when it was sold
by his wife due to the ill health of Mr.
Sikkens at the time. The new owner is
now selling the car and he obtained a
Heritage Certificate for the car, which
stated that the MGB/GT was originally
Mirage and was equipped with rostyle
wheels when it left the MG factory.
Curiouser and curiouser!
I was able to go and see the car at
the home of the seller, after noticing
it offered for sale again on the web for
7000 Euros. In my opinion, the car has
been made to be a very close copy of a
Jubilee as possible with a superb paint

The Strange Case
of the Jubilee Mirage MGB/GT
By Rob de Joode
Rotterdam, Holland

I

n the late ’90s, I was at a classic car
show in Leiden, Holland, and saw
this 1975 MGB/GT Jubilee car for
sale. GHD5UE 361344G built in October 1974. The owner said it had been
imported from the USA. I had never
seen a Jubilee in the flesh before, and
noted all the details were apparently
correct. Black mirrors, original factory
steering wheel, the correct Jubilee
wheels, and black cloth upholstery on

the seats. However, I noticed that the
chrome side strips, which were painted
green on the Jubilees, were not there,
and there was no trace they had ever
been fitted. The owner/seller informed
me this was the only LHD Jubilee and
the car had come from a museum in
the USA.
Now the story takes on a new dimension. In 1989, it seems the car was
donated to the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum, in Auburn, Indiana, by
a Mr. Clyde Horst of Lancaster, Penn-

Photos from the museum, mentioned in the letter, next page.
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Above, the certified copy of the car’s factory record. Below, a letter from the Audurn Cord Duesenberg Museum, explaning its association with the Jubilee Mirage MGB/GT.

The letter has been enlarged for easier reading.
MGB Driver • January / February 2011
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Pull-Handle Register: Maintenance Free B?

By Bill Barge
NAMGBR
Pull-Handle
Registrar

T
job. However, it was still possible to detect traces of the original Mirage paint
in certain places on the vehicle such
as under the dashboard and against
the radio console. In the engine bay
the correct green, also in the trunk.
The engine must have been removed
to achieve a remarkably authentic
paint job. The road wheels are still in
good condition and the spare in the
trunk is brand new! I feel the special
wheels must have been imported from
the UK. The original factory steering
wheel has been replaced by a Moto Lita
wheel.
Overall condition was decent for
its age but both fenders had serious
bubbling in the paint at the seams
where they join the middle panel.
The left door had a hole in the bottom
close to the front fender and the paint

on the roof is dull and cracked with
age.
So, lots of questions on this
“one-off” car. Perhaps made to order
by an enthusiast who was inspired by
Jubilees? Why did they remove the
chrome side strips and not paint them?
Certainly not sold from a US importer
as Jubilees never came to the States,
and no GT’s were imported after December 1974 into the USA, plus the GT
was discontinued altogether in 1975.
All the paperwork points to an original
Mirage GT, being totally changed into
a left hand drive Jubilee replica!
It would be interesting to know if
any of our members ever saw the car
in the Auburn Cord museum bearing
the “MG 50” license plate or at the Mel
Cruse auction in 1993.

Scenic Viginia City, Nevada, an MG 2011 tour destination. A time-warp going back 150 years.
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his driving season has taught me
a new lesson with the electrical
systems, not only in our 40+ year
old MGs, but in almost any vehicle.
Even though I am older than my MG,
this lesson was new to me.
Since purchasing my ’64 pullhandle B in February 1992, I have gone
through five batteries. While my daily
driver can get five or six or even seven
years out of a battery, I attribute the
shorter lifespan of my MG batteries
to a lack of use and the fact that I buy
cheap batteries. My father-in-law used
to say that a car battery was the one
thing that lasts longer the more you
use it. My MG gets used in spurts and
sits for months through the winter.
Because history has shown me that I
will be replacing the battery every few
years, I have purchased the least expensive batteries I can find. Maybe I’ve
created a self-fulfilling prophecy.
By the end of last summer, I
thought I was overdue for a new battery. Almost every time I wanted to
drive the MG, the battery was dead. I
hooked up a voltmeter and confirmed
that the generator and voltage regulator were producing 14.5 volts. The
problem had to be in the battery. A
friend asked if I had added water. Add
water? I remember watching my dad
add water to a battery back in the
60’s and 70’s, but I live in the era of
“maintenance free” batteries, with
the assumption that they are indeed
maintenance free.
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After prying off the first of the
covers, I found exposed plates. The
battery was very low on water. I
added distilled water, charged the
battery, and postponed another battery purchase. Although I was able
to get through this summer, I plan to
purchase a new battery next spring.
However, part of my spring routine
will now include checking the water
level in the “maintenance free” battery. Maybe I’ll be able to squeeze an
extra year or two out of the next battery before it needs to be replaced.
Since I last reported newly registered pull-handle MGBs, we have
added 17, bringing the total to 207.

GHN3L/517 in the care of Dawn Ochs
GHN3L/688 in the care of Arno Worms
GHN3L/1357 in the care of Mark Hallworth
GHN3L/1864 in the care of Dave Renner
GHN3L/3040 in the care of Paul Foster
GHN3L/4446 in the care of Ron Ashcroft
GHN3L/11743 in the care of Marc Feig
GHN3L/12805 in the care of Sunny Sonnenrein
GHN3L/13193 in the care of Joseph Doman
GHN3L/40875 in the care of Beverly Thomas
GHN3L/48069 in the care of Graham Hunton
GHN3L/48470 in the care of Zachary Washler
GHN3L/51539 in the care of Mike Duvall
GHN3L/52022 in the care of Vincent Piña
GHN3L/53201 in the care of George Grenz
GHN3L/54294 in the care of Clifton Burns
GHN3L/58866 in the care of Jim Llewellyn

After having the privilege of being your Pull-Handle Registrar for 15
years, I have decided it is time to pass
the baton. I have very much enjoyed
hearing from the many enthusiastic
pull-handle owners. The wealth of
information you possess on these
original MGBs is almost overwhelming. The pull-handle register was
founded in 1995 by Will Zehring. He
passed the baton to me in the spring of
1996. I now have the pleasure of passing the baton to our next pull-handle
registrar, Lloyd Faust.
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Rubber Bumper Midget
Remote Heater Control
All photos provided by Lee Fox.

Putting the control wire through the lever
on the valve.

The push-pull handle location on the firewall just behind the dash.
By Lee Fox
MG Club of St Louis

I

t must be the temperate climate in
the UK or the sturdy constitution
of the British – or maybe it was the
cheapness of BMC/BL, but in many of
our Little British Cars you must open
the bonnet and turn a valve by hand
to turn on the heat for the passenger

The new cable on the right secured to the firewall.
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compartment.
In the A-series Sprites and Midgets, the Healey 100s and 3000s, and
on some other marques, the heater
is controlled by a miniature spigot
similar to your garden hose faucet
located in the engine compartment.
These are very reliable and easily
repaired, but don’t lend themselves
to remote control. Besides, they look
quaint and old fashioned. At the other
end of the spectrum are the remotely
controlled heater valves in the MGB
that are notorious for leaking. MGB
heater valve repair and replacement
is covered extensively on the web at
the MGB Experience and other sites. I
got 40,000 hits in a Google search for
MGB heater valve.
What I didn’t find was much in
the way of solutions for the heater
valve in the Mk IV or “rubber-bumper”
Midgets from 1975 – 1979. These cars
have a lever that is thrown through
about a 90-degree arc to control the
flow of coolant through the heater
core. Fortunately, a solution was easy
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and cheap.
Pick up a five-foot universal pushpull control cable for about $7.00 in
the “Help” section of your neighborhood auto parts store. (You don’t even
have to explain what an MG is to the
pimply-faced kid behind the counter.)
Get a drill with a 3/8-inch and a 1/8inch bit and you’re ready to go.
I found a good spot for the inside

Control knob out of the way,
but easily accessable.
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control is below the dash at the far left
hand side near the factory supplied
air control valve and fan switch. (You
would think if they went through the
effort to add these components, they
would finish the job.) Drill a 3/8-inch
hole in the firewall near where the
wiring loom passes through to the engine compartment (making sure not
to hit anything on the opposite side).
Thread the cable through the new
hole and slip the retaining nut on the
cable, and then secure to the firewall.
Next, drill a 1/8-inch hole in the
end of the heater control lever. Now
bring the cable around in as gentle a
curve as reasonable behind the brake
and clutch master cylinders and
between the battery and heater box.
It will help a lot if you disconnect and
remove the battery for easier access.
Make a little bracket to hold the outer
sheath of the control cable in position
along the back of the heater box, about
even with the hole you just drilled in
the arm when in the vertical position.
I made an “L” bracket that attached to
one of the screws holding the heater
box to the body. If you drill into the
heater box to secure the cable, be very
careful not to drill into the heater core
itself. The heater core is positioned
in the heater box at an angle. Triple
check what’s behind your work anytime you drill into a panel.
Pull the inner cable completely
out of the control cable assembly and
clip the out sheath near the edge of the
heater box being careful not to crush
the sheath preventing the cable from
freely moving. Reinsert the cable and
clip it about an inch past the heater
valve when in the off position. Make
two small right angle bends in the end
of the inner cable and feed it through
the hole in the lever arm. If the heater
valve doesn’t line up nicely with the
new cable it can be easily repositioned.
Viola! You should now be able
to pull on the knob inside the car to
turn on the heat and even regulate the
amount of heat you let in. A push forward turns the heat off. Enjoy motoring the winter months. Summer will
be here again before you know it.
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Adventures in Power Steering
All photos provided by Hal Pearlman.

The finished view.
By Hal Pearlman
MG Club of St Louis

A

fter retiring last summer, I finally bought an MG, the dream
car of my youth, specifically a
1974 chrome bumper B. I joined the
MG Car Club-UK as another source
of technical information and, along
with all the other literature was a
catalog from their parts business,
MGOC Spares. Zipping around the
country roads of Southern Illinois,
hairpin turns seemed to require close
attention. Maybe their Power Steering
Conversion kit would turn me into
The Stig … I decided to give it a try,
after gulping at the price of over £995,
or about $1,550 USD.
I have little experience as a mechanic, but fearlessly take on most jobs
anyway. It’s quite satisfying when,
with just a little blood, scraped knuckles, and cuss words, things actually
work and I can brag about it and pretend I know more than I do. In truth,
it’s hardly fearless, having discovered
the MG Club of St. Louis, another great
source of friendly and valuable advice,
and in particular Mr. John Mangles of
All British Car Repair.
What follows is the blow by blow
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of the steps involved and the difficulties encountered every step of the way.
I write as if to someone as generally
ignorant and inexperienced as myself,
apologies to those whose intelligence
is insulted.
The kit arrived in a week. The
instructions, however, were pretty
sparse. Included was a parts list with
some unfamiliar names I had to
investigate online to figure out what
they were. There was only one blackand-white, overexposed, photocopied
picture from which one was supposed
to be able to figure out the configuration of the power steering unit.
The first instruction is “remove
standard rack, leave universal joint
on steering column.” Consulting my
Haynes manual, I jacked the car up,
placing jack stands under the front
springs, and attempted to separate
the tie rod ends. My local parts store
loans out tools and I borrowed three:
a fork tool, a pitman arm puller, and a
3-prong puller. The pitman arm puller
was a couple millimeters too wide. The
3-prong I just couldn’t get to stay on
when turning the bolt with the force
required. The fork tool, I feared, would
damage the rubber boots around the
ball joints.
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The complete kit.

The front crossmember prepped
for the new bracket.

On Youtube.com there’s a John
Twist video showing how to do it by
weighting the tie rod and hitting the
joint with a BFH. He had an assistant,
though, holding the weight and I
didn’t have one and couldn’t seem to
manage the trick by myself. (Later I
learned that John Mangles has a way of
doing it alone by hanging the weight.)
In the end, I saw two new tie rod ends
were only $26 and went ahead and
used the fork, which was fairly easy.
Next I tied down the steering
wheel centered and removed the lower
bolts of the steering column U-joint.
Leaving me facing the steering rack,
held on by only four bolts. Should be
easy, right? The two rear bolts came
out easily. The two in the front, with
bolt heads below and nuts above, were
not. I wacked on the top of the bolts as
best I could but they would not budge.
I called John who suggested removing
the radiator, which provides the room
to hit them with a sledge hammer.
I did and got the left-side (driver’s)
one to move, but no number of blows

would budge the one on the right and
the bolt was already quite deformed
in the attempts. I also tried to rotate it loose with a crow bar, but the
splined end of the pinion rod would
not slide out of the U-joint either and
I was afraid I would damage the stillattached upper steering column if I
jacked too far or hard with the bar.
Oh well. I did have a friend lined
up who was going to do the welding
required later had things gone successfully otherwise, but this job was looking beyond my ability in more ways
than one and I arranged with John to
bring it into his shop a few weeks later.
He couldn’t get the last bolt to slide out
with a hammer either, but his acetylene-O2 torch showed both that last
bolt and the pinion shaft the necessary
love. They came loose and the old rack
was out. Finally.
Next, new brackets needed to be
welded onto the crossmember to support the new rack. (Alternatively, they
offer, for an additional £140, or about
$215 USD, a pre-modified new cross-

The new rack brackets welded onto the front
crossmember.

Side view of the new bracket in place.
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The original steering rack in place.

The new rack in place.

member with rack mountings already
attached). A light grind removed all
the dirt and rust from the front face of
the frame. A supplied jig was bolted to
the existing rack mountings.
Per somewhat vague instructions,
five different pieces were then MIG
tack-welded together to form what
were to be the new rack mountings.
The instructions don’t mention
that you have to also remove the old
rack mountings. We then tried to fit
the new rack on but found it to be out
of position to the left by a good two
inches. John called over across “the
pond” to the tech department of the
MGOC Spares and learned that if we
had just been able to read their minds,
we would have known that some alternate markings on the jig were the ones
to be used for a left-hand-drive. They
were, John later told me, very friendly,
said they were planning to be more
explicit in the future and would send
new brackets pieces at no charge. We
also learned that the power rack was
one from a Peugeot.
The new pieces arrived the following week and John welded them on
in the new position. The power rack
was now in the correct position when
bolted on with the pinion rod fitting
into, and aligning with, the U-joint of
the steering column. With the wheel
centered, the tie rod ends were refitted.
John found no shimming necessary
on the rack mounts but there was one
“catch” point turning the wheel in
each direction due to contact of the
rack with body panel points which
John ground off. A little metal had to
removed from the mount also where

the cooling fan made contact.
Next came mounting the hydraulic pump. (Some kits, such as the ones
for GTs & V8s use an electric pump.)
This I had actually done in the time
spent before bringing the car up to
St. Louis. The alternator pulley was
removed and a new supplied doublepulley bolted on and the alternator
replaced. A little confusing was the
fact that three brackets were included,
depending on what type of car it was
being mounted on, but the correct
one was figured by trial and error. The
pivoting bracket bolts to the pump
and then to the thermostat housing.
But a previous owner had refit the car
with an aluminum head, altering the
distance that the bracket had to span
and I was barely able to get it all connected and this only after grinding
several millimeters from the inside of
the pivot with a Dremel stone.
As it was, the belt seemed very
tight and I was concerned it would
quickly wear the pump bearings. I
asked John about this and, rather than
refit the bracket, he found a slightly
longer belt from a lawnmower shop.
The fluid reservoir bolted down under
the mounting of the oil pressure gauge
pipe joiner in front of the heater motor. Hoses were attached, fluid added,
job done.
Power steering wasn’t something I
felt I really needed, but it does add a lot
to the ease and pleasure of the driving
experience. Parking can be done with
two fingers and cornering is much
easier and accurate. The challenges
and cost notwithstanding, I’d say it
was worth it.
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Lake Tahoe

MG 2011: A Western Experience
By Rick Ingram
Executive Director – MG Council

F

irst, my apologies for the delay
of our registration website going
live and on a positive note, www.
mg2011.com is now live and ready to
accept your registrations and hotel
reservations!
On the pages of this website you
will find event registration, regalia and
activity information, as well as hotel
reservation information. Additionally, information and registration for
our “Rallye-To-Reno” can be found
here. I encourage you to spend some
time looking through the pages of this
website. Some sections, such as regalia,
will have “drop down” menus to enter
more specific data. You will be able to
set a user ID and password so you can
access and revisit your registration
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information at any time. I encourage
you to complete your registration and
reserve your hotel room today!
Those who attended the B
Register’s annual general meeting
in October were able to experience
the amenities of the Tri-Properties
(the Silver Legacy, Circus-Circus, and
the Eldorado) firsthand. The hotels
are under one roof with more than
4,000 hotel rooms and some two
dozen restaurants available. We will
have an “MG parking only” area in
the parking garage as well as trailer/
tow vehicle parking available as well.
(Please advise us in advance, through
the website, if you will be towing your
MG to Reno!)
Our “welcome reception” at the
National Automobile Museum will be
held on Monday evening and will be
a “do not miss” activity for sure! The
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museum is about a half mile from the
hotel properties; we encourage you to
take a leisurely stroll to and from this
activity as parking is very limited. We
will have shuttle buses available as
well.
Motor coach tours to Lake Tahoe
as well as Carson City/Virginia City
will be available Tuesday through
Thursday for those of you wishing to
explore the beauty of the Cascades in
the comfort of a chauffeur driven, air
conditioned coach.
Our Reno-Fernley Autocross
Experience will be held on Wednesday
morning at the raceway, located about
30 miles east of Reno on I-80 and
Route 95. This will be an opportunity
for you to have professional instruction on the fine art of autocross, with
classroom and behind the wheel opportunities. Additionally, we are offering a Performance Driving experience
that after noon. This class will have
classroom, follow-the-leader, and incar instructor experiences. This activity will give you a good understanding
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of your MG’s (and your) capabilities,
held in a safe environment.
Wednesday evening will offer
a variety of entertainment for your
choosing. We’ll start the evening off
with the musical talents of the Morris
Garages Band to be followed by our
live auction at the Reno Center (located next door to the Silver Legacy).
We will also be having “MG 2011
Night at the Ballpark” as the local baseball team, the Reno Aces, is playing at
home during our event.
The car show will be held at
Rancho San Rafael, about a mile and
a half from the hotel. We are offering
a box lunch that can be picked up at
the park, but you do need to reserve
it through the website. We know that
some folks want to see the cars, but
can only take so much; we will be
offering a shuttle bus to and from the
hotel property for a portion of the day.
I hope that this has whetted your appetite for “A Western Experience” with
your MG and that you will soon be
exploring www.MG2011.com!
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Tech Talk
Hi John,
I am new to MGBs. I have recently
purchased a 1971 Flame red roadster and
am in the process of doing a full restoration. Currently the shell is stripped and on
a rotary spit to allow for welding.
I wanted to thank you for your so
informative and “simple English” lesson
videos on You Tube. They and you are
excellent, you show in simple steps how
to do many tasks and I have learnt a lot,
thanks again.
Do you ever have the opportunity to
visit England? Perhaps holidays or the
MG meets over here? Would be excellent
to meet such a chap who’s been looking
after these excellent machines for so many
years.
If you fancy another film, perhaps how
to strip, rebuild and set up 1½ or as mine
1¾ SU carbs? I was sad to see that your
company struggled at one time, I hope
that you and your family are continuing
healthy and wealthy. Once again, thanks
for your support, and good luck.
—Kind Regards, Clive Cory

John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
wheels. I’ve been looking without luck in
my area (Ypsi) and wondered if you either
offered this service or new of someone who
does. I’ve posted this question to the MGB
Experience forum with no luck and tried
several tire and cycle shops in my area.
BTW, I love the YouTube videos. They are
one of the main reasons I felt I up to buying and working on a B. Many thanks for
any info you can provide.
Best — Don Lloyd

Cory,
Thanks kindly for your notes. I’m
searching for a new videographer
right now to take, perhaps, two
videos per week and post them on
YouTube. I am also working on some
“full length” higher quality videos –
my Lucas one is nearly done.
I would love to present some technical seminars in England! Perhaps
next spring. I’ve been working
through the MGOC to try to get
something set up. I worked at the
original University Motors in Hanwell
in 1972-1973 before metric, before
EU, before mass immigration, before
the countryside was flooded with
foreign cars. My last visit was 10 years
ago, summer of 2000. I know a lot
has changed even since then.

Don,
Gosh, I don’t have anything
encouraging for you. Not only aren’t
there any wire wheel truers in SE
Michigan, there is only one in the
country – Hendrix Wire Wheel of
Greensboro, N.C. On top of that,
most old wire wheels are so rusty
that the spokes cannot be tightened
anyway. You can have your old ones
restrung by Dayton Wire Wheel,
Dayton, Ohio; but, quite frankly, it’s
best to purchase new ones (again,
from Dayton as those are the best).
If you cannot spring for all four, just
get new ones on the front.
Let’s say you cannot rationalize the price and figure that you’ll
restring yours yourself. Price out the
spokes and you’ll find that 60 spokes
and nipples per wheel are more
expensive than the new wheels altogether. There are no such things as
“good, used, wire wheels.” So, you’re
back to new ones.
Thanks for your kind notes about
the YouTube videos – they’re lots of
fun to make!

Hi John,
I’m hoping you can help me. I have a
’71 B with wire wheels. I need tires and
my mechanic tells me it’s pointless to put
on new tires without first trueing the wire

John,
I was saddened to read about your
wife and the closing of your shop. I have
spent so much time on your website as I
restored my 1976 Midget, that I feel you
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are a personal friend. I was happy when
you re-opened your business. I am hoping
you can answer a perplexing question for
me. I just bought a neglected 1972 Midget
to restore. The VIN number on the dash
and doorpost is GAN5UC 120537G, with
a manufacture date of 5/72. However,
the engine appears to be a 1971, with a
generator and control box instead of an
alternator. The engine number is 12CU/
DA/H 41514. Is it possible that this is the
original engine, or more likely (I believe)
that it is a transplant?
Thanks, and welcome back.
—Wayne Witgenstein

from Moss. You’ll want to remove the
cable and wash that out thoroughly
with mineral spirits and then offer
some graphite for lubrication – or
just purchase a new cable. I assume
you have overdrive with a cable that
attaches directly to the gearbox – it’s
very difficult for the oil to make it
through the 90-degree drive fitted to
the standard models. Yet, we nearly
always substitute an overdrive cable
for the standard gearboxes so that
we can get rid of that 90-degree
drive. If you need another housing for the seal let me know. I have
several.

Wayne,
These are some car and engine
numbers I have on file:
GAN 5UC 114 635 G 1/72   
Engine: 12V 587 Z L 9298
GAN 5UC   117 973 G 4/72
Engine: 12V 587 L 11566
GAN 5UC 123 447 G 8/72
Engine: 12V 587 Z L 1518
I have a number of other Midgets
on file in this range, but only these
with engine numbers. Have you
consulted the “Original Sprite and
Midget” book? Further, the 1968
and 1969 1275 engines were prefixed
12CD, the 1970 were 12CJ. You have
a transplant, no doubt. Hope this
helps.
Thanks for the kind note about
Caroline and our trials and tribulations.

Hi John,
I have a ’69 B that has been restored,
but it sits in the garage most of the time
and is usually driven on sunny weekends. I have a fuel leak at the bottom of
float bowl on front carb, I took the nut off
where jet tub connects to float bowl and
there is no flange on tube to seal. Leak appears to be coming from where brass nut
connects to float bowl. Repair manuals
show single piece containing nut, tube,
and jet. What part should I order?
Thanks —Charles

Hi John,
We met briefly at the NAMGBR
convention in Belleville, Ontario, this past
June. I am experiencing a rather unique
situation with my 1980 MGB. It seems
that transmission oil is wicking up the
speedometer cable and finding its way
into the speedometer face. It fills with oil
until it reaches the trip odometer reset
where it runs out of the speedometer face,
down the face of the dash and onto my
right leg. Do you have any suggestions on
how to rectify this annoying problem?
—Alan Kleinschmidt
Alan,
The seal at the gearbox is faulty.
This one is difficult to change, but
the seal and the gasket are available
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Charles,
The proper pieces are the gland
nut, a washer, and an O-ring (although the original o-ring has a
square cross section). A complete jet
is VERY expensive – around $60 or
so. If you have the gland nut and the
washer, you can go to the hardware
store and simply purchase an o-ring.
Or, better, you can order the proper
pieces from Joe Curto at JoeCurto.
com.
Pete Cosmides added this note:
If I may add just a comment on this
one, be SURE you get the remnants
of the old grommet out of the hole.
They deteriorate and you will find the
remains of it in there, so be sure to use
a dental pick and clean out the orifice
before you put in the new grommet.
I don’’t have any hands-on experience with using a generic O-ring, but
I would be inclined to encourage you
to get the “proper” grommet from Joe
Curto.
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Joe Curto added this too:
John, thanks for putting me in
the loop. I have those seals that I had
made up in viton, which is impervious to the ethanol in modern fuel. But
usually the nylon tube is also bad. I
do sell complete jet assemblies of my
own manufacture “British Superior”
brand which are made as original

and the price for a full jet assembly is
$22.50 each plus postage. I have also
made the float for the HS carb as on
the MGB and the float for the MGA H
type and others in nitrophyl,which is
a black foam-like material which also
is impervious to E 10. I have pretty
much a full line of both SU and Zenith
parts in stock.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.

NAMGBR Name Badges
By Connie Wyckoff
Regalia Coordinator

A

fter years of service as the
Regalia Coordinator for the
North American MGB Register.
Elvin Davis has decided to step down.
I asked about taking over for Elvin and
the Executive Board promoted me the
position of Regalia Coordinator at the
Annual General Meeting in October.
As a way of introduction, my
name is Connie Wyckoff, my husband
Bruce and I have been MG owners
since 1981. We have also been members of NAMGBR since the beginning
of the organization. We both served as
Regalia Coordinators for our local MG
Club, The Old Speckled Hens here in
West Michigan.
With MG 2011 on the horizon and
a large number of NAMGBR members
from around North America and the
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world planning on attending, the Executive Board thought now would be
an excellent opportunity to offer the
NAMGBR name badges. The NAMGBR
Logo is in royal blue and each name
badge will have the member’s name
and hometown displayed in black
against a white background.
To order your name badge(s) in
time for the All Register event in Reno,
Nevada, e-mail or mail your name and
town to my address listed in the inside
cover of the MGB Driver. Please print
neatly and clearly, so we can eliminate
any problems with misspelled names.
Cost of each name badge is $6.00
dollars in the United States. Outside
the US, the cost is $7.00. You can pay
either by check, cash, credit card, or
PayPal as we accept all four.
I am looking forward to promoting NAMGBR in the future and seeing
all of you in Reno this June.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB, MGB LE, & 1967 MGB/GT
Special Registrar
Ken Smith

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith

P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf

P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

lbcnut@aol.com

• Our Valued Supporters •

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry

538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco
2402 Sylvan Ave.
Wilmington, Delaware, 19805
Phone: 302-998-4514
E-mail: griecoma@hotmail.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge

930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox

998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan

11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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• Our Valued Supporters •

• Our Valued Supporters •

• Our Valued Supporters •

• Our Valued Supporters •

Sell • Seek • Swap!

Where 2 ‘B

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send
ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO
63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to
refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

CARS FOR SALE
1971 MGB/GT – Weber carb, rebuilt engine,

new clutch, runs very well; Needs seat covers and
headliner. Have deluxe carpet and side panel kits.
Been in inside storage for over two years, no rust,
lots of spare parts. Asking $5500 obo. Bob Wolf,
745 Hermosa, Chaparral, NM 88081
010211

1977 MGB – Sandglow/autumn leaf; factory hard-

top, overdrive; many upgrades including Pertronix
distributor, SS exhaust, 15” Minilites, lowered 1.5”,
and many more. Numerous show awards, including MG on the Rocks, MG 2008 Best of Show.
Show quality inside and out and drives even better
than it looks. $16,000 Neal Becker, (717) 332-8708
or neal.112@hotmail.com		
010211

1980 MGB– Good condition, but some work
needed to make it a really nice car. Includes new
carpet and soft top; battery cut-off switch; electric
cooling fan. Original radiator goes with the car,
but will need to be re-cored. Rust in front fenders
and dog legs. Great candidate for rebuild or rolling
restoration. Selling because I have three other
LBCs and don’t have the time for it. $3000 – Rick
Eisele, (734) 761-1877 or HAN5L778@comcast.net
MI				010211
1980 MGB – Factory hardtop and overdrive; has

10,171 original miles and has all the paperwork
since new. Car sat for 14 years without being
started or driven. Undercoated, but has rust in one
dog leg (replacement leg included). Engine has not
been started, but does turn over by hand. Need to
sell because I have too many projects. $3500 (firm)
– Rick Eisele, (734) 761-1877 or HAN5L778@
comcast.net
MI			
010211

1974 MGB – Red; Early chrome bumper, interior
is very good and over $1000 invested in repairing
the front end. The top is in great condition and the
car looks good, drives great. $5200. Dean Kohler,
(913) 294-3174
KS			
010211
1973 MGB – partially restored. Transmission,

motor, body work, and painting all completed. For
more info, contact Tom Kail (317) 557-5526 or
kailassoc@sbcglobal.net IN		
111210

1973 MGB – Mechanically the car is in excellent
condition; 20k on complete rebuilt engine. New
top, three tonneau covers, and a hardtop. The interior is in fair shape, has bad spot on dash. $6500
– Jim Lively (405) 391-5544 OK 111210

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2011

1979 MGB LE – Black with 111K genuine milages,

too many goodies to list. Perspective buyers should
e-mail doug@mgbmga.com requesting a return
e-mail informational file (1 MB). Price $7500 obo
– Doug Jackson, (415) 472-1493 CA
111210

1973 MGB – 2nd owner, 75k actual miles; original

sale papers – always stored inside. New overdrive
transmission, Weber carb, gas tank, fuel pump,
drive shaft, clutch, master cylinder, front end
rebuilt, new top and tonneau, partial new interior,
new tires – no rust. All work done by MG specialist, just needs a new driver. $10,500 Wayne McClain at (317) 215-4788 IN
091010

• Feb 20............... British Car Show, Boca Raton, FL • brislouti@bellsouth.net
• Feb 27............... British Swap Meet, Chicago, IL • www.chicagolandmgclub.com/swapmeet
v

• April 1-3............ MGVR Focus Race West, Sonoma, CA • www.mgvr.org
• April 2............... British Car Day, Winter Park, FL • www.allbritishcarclub.com
• April 3 .............. British Car Show, Williamsburg, VA • bjlc.foster1@verizon.net
• April 8............... GOF South, Weeki Wachee, FL • www.gofsouth.com
• April 8-10.......... Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

1973 MGB/GT – Red/black with overdrive –

excellent, dependable driver that can take you
anywhere; Many new or rebuilt parts: kingpins,
suspension, brakes, wire wheel hubs, wheel bearings, rear end, springs, carbs, distributor, interior,
Ansa exhaust, Hella headlights; $7000 firm. Dave
Kercheval at doceyes153@aol.com or (317) 8859168 IN
		
091010

1980 MGB LE – Black, 84k miles, all original with

overdrive; body in good shape, motor runs well;
regularly serviced; dust cover included; garaged
during inclement weather and stored winters $5,500 obo. Bob Downs (231) 723-8209 or sundowns@charter.net MI
070810

WANTED

Parts for MGTF restoration – Need Trip Odometer
reset cables, button and associated hardware for a
1955 MG TF. Contact Ed Boyer at (269) 668-7612,
or e-mail at eboyer3@verizon.net. Referrals to
other possible sources also appreciated.
050610

PARTS FOR SALE
MG Magazines – MGB Driver, MG Abingdon

Classics, Enjoying MG, MG Enthusiast, MG
Magazine, and MG World. Best offer – I need the
space! Dennis Dutton: dennis376@aol.com

MG Literature: Substantial quantity of post 1980
MG/Rover literature including several press packs
for MG Metro, MGF, EXE, MGZT & ZTT, MG ZR.
Also 70 press photographs of post Abingdon MG
models. First $80 (to be donated to breast cancer
research) plus shipping, takes the lot. Too much
stuff! Contact Ken Smith: kensca@cox.net 111210
Air Conditioning – complete dealer installed unit.
Fits under dash of a late model MGB;
$700 includes shipping in lower 48. Bill Holmes
(970) 485-9734 CO			
070810

• Mar 19 ............. British Car Show, New Orleans, LA • www.bmcno.org

• April 25-28........ Parrots in Paradise, Key West, FL • vice@kwbcc.com
v

• May 7............... Britfest ’11, Morris County, NJ • www.mgccnj.org
• June 4............... Cars of England, Westtown, PA • www.dvtr.org
• June 4-5............ British Car Festival, Bloomington, IL; www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com
• June 5............... British Car Day, Clinton, NJ • mgdriversclub@hotmail.com
• June 5 .............. British Return to Ft Meigs, Perrysburg, OH • www.lebcc.org
• June 10-12......... Glenwood Springs Rallye, Glenwood Springs, CO • http://mgcc.org
• June 12............. British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA • www.keystoneMG.com

• Jun 12-18, 2011........MG 2011, Reno, NV; www.mg2011.com
• Sept 24............. MG on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimore.com
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