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Chairman’s Chat

The Editor’s View

T

The Inside Line

his is always the hardest issue to
put together each year. The driving season is pretty much over, the
holidays are pressing upon us, and it’s
right on the heels of the convention
issue which is always such a mad dash.
Not to mention that I’m trying to get
more technical articles together for the
January/February issue (if you have a
good tech piece, please send it to me by
November 15!) and am getting ready
to head to the AGM. So this always
seems to be a crazy time of year. I just
hope that winter will hold off longer
so I can get some more drives in before
the end of the year.
Speaking of driving, I’m already
planning my trip out to MG 2011. If
you’ve been to one of the All Register
events in the past, then you know how
great they are. It’s a long drive to Reno
from St Louis, but there is so much I
haven’t seen before – Wyoming, Utah,
northern Nevada, western Nebraska.
Do I take a northern route or a southern route? Do I go to the Glenwood
Springs Rallye the weekend before?
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Robert
Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
Do I try to join the Rallye to Reno?
Looking at maps is going to keep my
winter blues at bay.
One final thought, at the AGM we
will announce this year’s Ken Smith
Newsletter of the Year Award. While
it can only go to one club editor each
year, I want you to know that they are
all winners in my book. Editing a club
newsletter is probably the hardest job
in any local club. I know I rely heavily
on them to help me find the material
to put this magazine together so be
sure to tell your local editor what a
good job they are doing!

Robert

Page 19

Cascade Sports Car Club

Page 21

Adventures of Noddy

Page 25

MG Vintage Racers 2010 - Report

Page 27

Jubilee Crosses the Pond

ell, 2010 is just about over
and so too is the driving
season for a lot of us. You may
have that occasional warm day when
you can fire up the MG and go for a
ride or if you are feeling adventurous
you bundle up and take her to your
local club’s holiday party (maybe with
a wreath tied to the grille or bumper).
For those of you that live in warmer
climates, what can I say, except lucky
you!
A few issues ago, I told you that
the North American MGB Register will
be celebrating its 20th birthday this
December. It is hard to believe that
twenty years has passed since the first
meeting was held on December 1-2,
1990, in Grand Rapids, Michigan at
University Motors to give birth to this
organization. Many of those founding
members are still actively involved in
the Register today. They range from
John Twist, our first Chairman and
Ken Smith (Marcham Rhoade) our first
MGB Driver Editor to Bruce Wyckoff
our first Vice Chairman. Today, John
serves as our Technical Coordinator,
Ken serves as our MGB Registrar, and
Bruce as our Service Recommendation
Coordinator.

Richard
Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
Shortly you will be receiving a
special 20th Anniversary NAMGBR
key fob as a gift from the club. In addition to this, there will be a special issue
of the MGB Driver that looks back over
the past twenty years – spotlighting
the events and the people who have
helped us get to where we are today.
As you read it, think about all of the
work that has been by the volunteers
of chapters, the past officers, coordinators, and registrars so that we can
enjoy the benefits of belonging to
the best MGB, MG Midget and MG
1100/1300 club in North America.
In closing, I would like wish all of
the members a Happy Holiday Season.
May you find that special MG item you
have been wanting wrapped up for you
when it comes time to open up your
presents.
Safety Fast!
Richard

By Jonathan Meyer, Columbia Gorge MGA Club

On the Covers

By John and Margaret Lester, Florida Suncoast MG Car Club

Front: Dave Houser’s MGB in
front of the great WWII B24J
Liberator bomber.

By Greg Prehodka, MGVR
By Richard Mullins
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Back: Dorothy and Myron
Sielksi’s yellow MGB MK-IV poses
at the entrance of Casa-Dea
Winery during the wine tour of
MG 2010 Belleville, Ontario.

By Max Fulton & Emily Turner, North Carolina MG Car Club
By Jasper Gerard, Daily Telegraph - UK
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Tragedy strikes in Hellertown, PA as a little
bird targets an MG to end its life. This bird
was despondent for days before this incident.
MGB Driver
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Secretary’s Report

Vice Chairman’s Report

A

s top-down driving season
comes to a close across a lot of
our territory, it’s time for the
North American MGB Register to take
care of business. That means that we
have our Annual General Meeting
(a.k.a. the AGM), held each fall in the
spot where next year’s convention is
going to be held.
And, for most of NAMGBR-affiliated clubs, it’s about time to “re-up.”
This means that once again, I will
be reaching out to all affiliated clubs,
asking each one to submit a “Reaffiliation Form” for 2011. Most clubs elect
new officers or otherwise reorganize
around this time of year, so now is the
time when we ask clubs to get in touch
to make sure we have up-to-date officer names and contact information,
and that we have your club information correct on our online listing.
Most clubs took advantage of our
online Reaffiliation Form last time
around, and thank you! Those who we
have valid emails for will be getting a
Reaffiliation Reminder email and link
to the online form.
Using the form on the NAMBGRwebsite makes it easier for everyone.
It’s especially easier at this end,
because your response automatically
goes out to multiple people when you
hit the “Send the Above Info Now!”
button. Saves a lot of time, not to mention paper and postage. Plus, we then
have an electronic record of responses.
We ask you to please make sure
someone in your club takes care of
this little annual task, even if your
information has not changed since last
year.
(For those clubs whose information never changes, well, just think
of it like going to the doctor’s office,
where they always hand you that clipboard to fill in all your pertinent info,
no matter that you haven’t moved,
gotten remarried or changed insurance policies. You might think it’s a
little bit annoying, but it’s necessary to
6
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Kim de Bourbon
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
confirm this stuff.)
The bottom line is, submitting a
Reaffiliation Form lets us know for sure
that your club is still alive and well and
active, and that we know who to reach
out to if we need to. Most importantly,
it keeps our online chapter listing accurate. Lots of new MGB and Midget
owners find local clubs this way.
And remember: If you need a
certificate of insurance for an upcoming club event, please get in touch with
me to obtain the official UPDATED
request form. We have a new agent in
charge of handling requests at J.C. Taylor, and its important that a NAMGBR
officer (that’s me) signs off on all
requests for certificates.
You can reach me at vicechairman@namgbr.net, or phone me at
570-994-5748, any time.

Kim

John Caffery’s 1974 MG Midget from Fogelsville, PA on the British Motorcar Gathering
showfield in Hellertown, PA.
MGB Driver
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s you read this edition, the 2010
AGM meeting will be history. If
you were unable to attend the
AGM, minutes will be published in
a future edition. We encourage you
to plan on attending an AGM in the
future.
MG 2011 will be a special convention, not just only for its location
(Reno-Tahoe, Nevada) but also it
will celebrate NAMGBR’s twentieth
convention. Make plans now to join
everyone for this All Register event.
Our convention host has been working
hard to make this a very memorable
event. The register groups, especially
NAMGBR, are planning some exciting events. If you have not renewed
recently, I would recommend you do
so immediately.
As the driving season slips away,
especially in central Illinois, I think
it is important to recognize all the
clubs that hosted events this year.
Over the last few years, I have noticed
an increase in events our affiliated
clubs have planned. We recognize the
time and effort involved in hosting an
event.
We are pleased to welcome to our
family of affiliated clubs the British
Boots & Bonnets Club of Caledonia,
Illinois. As a member reminder, I
continue to see clubs listed that have
not affiliated. We encourage you to
explore the advantages of becoming
an affiliate club. Affiliation can save
your club money on insuring an event
– all it takes is having eight NAMGBR
members and then filling out an
application submittal. Take time to
contact any of our affiliated clubs for
information and advantages of being
affiliated.
Members need to be reminded
that we make every attempt to notify
you regarding your dues payment. If

MGB Driver
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Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
you have recently changed your mailing address, telephone number, and
especially, your e-mail address – please
let us know. We continue to have
mailings returned, e-mails bouncing, please take time to update your
membership information. Also, do not
forget to list your membership number
on all dues payments. To change your
membership information go to www.
namgbr.org it is quick and easy.
It has been two years since I
answered the call seeking a volunteer
for Secretary. As I write this report, the
annual Officer elections will also be
history. While the Secretary responsibilities are great, it has proven to be
an interesting and exciting adventure.
With member support, I have been
able to meet the challenges and I am
glad I chose to become more involved
with the organization. I have been fortunate to get to know so many dedicated MG owners and fellow volunteers.
Our membership continues to
grow due to each member’s willingness to share our message with owners
nationwide and in several foreign
countries. We now have a member in
Guam! We look forward to reaching
2500 members.
As NAMGBR celebrates our twenty- year anniversary, we should take
time to reflect on the seven thousand
plus members that registered during
our twenty years - “THANK YOU”- all
current members that continue to support NAMGBR.

Denny
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The MGB Registrar

H

ello again and welcome to
another cornucopia of MGB bits
and pieces! By now you should
be looking forward to the holiday season so we hope that we can put you in
a festive mood with our report!
First, we had a question from Larry Brough about shipping MGBs from
England to the States. He asked how
this was done, where did they come
in to, and several other aspects of how
your MGBs came into this country. I
replied as follows:
MGBs were dispatched from the
factory in various ways. After leaving the finishing departments, cars
destined for overseas locations were
given a thick coating of wax to keep
the cars in prime condition on long
sea voyages. Once this operation was
completed, the cars were moved to the
dispatch compound at the rear of the
factory where with ignition keys left
in, they awaited dispersal six at a time,
by means of car carriers, to Liverpool
or Southampton docks.
Sometimes the rear lenses were
removed and placed in the trunk to
avoid discoloration. Sometimes the
windshield wipers were also removed
and placed in the trunk, as at the
time the British dock workers were
renowned for supplementing their
income by petty thievery!
Once landed in the United States,
at various ports of entry, such as
Galveston, Texas; Newark, New Jersey;
New York; Halifax, Nova Scotia; Vancouver, British Columbia; Portland,
Oregon; Miami, Florida; and Benicia, California, among others. Once
landed, they were taken to the various
main distributors such as British Motorcar Distributors who removed the
wax coating and prepared the cars for
sale. They were then sent to the local
dealers to go into the showroom.
Larry’s present MGB is a 1979
roadster that was sold new in December 1978 by British Motorcar Distributors in San Francisco (who, by the way,
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Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
are still in business!) He purchased the
car from the widow of the previous
owner in 2005 although the car had
never been driven since 1992. He has
since desmogged the B, added alloy
wheels, and lowered the suspension to
accommodate a chrome bumper conversion. To quote Larry, “I can’t drive it
enough!”
Speaking of importing MGBs,
I came into possession of a most
interesting document earlier this year
containing information on importing and selling Limited Edition MGBs
upon their launch. I hope we can
reproduce the relevant documentation here, but basically it was a bulletin
issued by Overseas Motor Corporation
out of Fort Worth, Texas. OMC was an
independent distributor JRT (Jaguar
Rover Triumph) inherited from the
BMC days. Headed by Gene Fisher,
well known in the Chicago-area for repossessing cars, he took over Overseas
Motors and survived all the changes
and mergers to become a retail-only
business after BL bought out all the
distributors.
The bulletin #20-79 dated June
1, 1979, announced the launch of
the Limited Edition to all MG dealers
telling them that the first shipment
had now arrived at the P.O.E. (Port
of Entry) Galveston and that dealers
would be receiving their first allocation in the near future. The bulletin
gave comprehensive details of the LE
package and stated that for each special MGB invoiced, a separate package
9

MGB Registrar

Suggested price list for MGB LE.

MGB LE dealer bulletin announcing upcoming product release.
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containing the front air dam spoiler,
the luggage rack, black coco mats,
the LE silver side stripes, and the LE
glovebox plaque were to be fitted by
the dealer. Of particular interest was
the comment that “your make-ready”
people (dealer preparation staff)
should be aware that these special
MGBs have the holes pre-drilled in the
front valance for the air dam spoiler
and that all items must be fitted to
the car since the window sticker will
specify each item!
Also attached was the dealer cost,
ex-POE, showing $5660 with a suggested retail price of $6795 once the
MGB Driver
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equipment package at $412 and the
overdrive at $232, had been added.
By July 23, the dealer cost had risen to
$6622 with a retail of $7950! The LE
MGB must have been in great demand!
However, I certainly was previously
unaware that the holes in the front valance were drilled at Abingdon before
the cars were shipped.
Recently, my youngest son came
over from England for a visit and
brought with him a friend, Tony
Macintyre, who competes in a 1963
MGB in FIA Appendix K historic races
and hill climbs. The car was originally
LHD, but has now been converted to
11
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MGB Registrar
RHD and European race spec. The car,
built in August 1963, was in action at
Harewood in Yorkshire. It was a pleasure to meet Tony and we hope that
one day he will return to attend one of
our competitive events.
I also received a note from Torsten
Faruhn who lives in Holland. He had
contacted our Secretary regarding
a 1970 MGB/GT which was built on
October 22, 1970 (GHD5UB 224759G)
which when he imported the car to
the Netherlands bore the license plate
572 DHK and was formerly owned by
Albert Ramirez in San Jose. If you have
any information on this GT or the previous owner, we’ll pass it on to Torsten,
who has now become a member of
NAMGBR.
Interesting snippet of information from the BL archives. Prior to the
original Queen Elizabeth ocean liner
leaving on her final journey to Florida
in 1968, two cars were on board as a
display item during her final voyages.
These were to exemplify the best of
British cars and consisted of a Jaguar
E-Type and a MGB! To get them aboard
the ship, they were lifted up on the
liveboat davits and came off the same
way.
Finally, have you ever seen an ug-

lier MGB Limited Edition than the one
that I received a picture of recently?
Also remember – MG Heaven – Reno
for MG 2011!

Latest Registrations received:
Robert Walton – 79 MGB
Ray Haltzapple – 74 1/2 MGB and 64 MGB
Todd Steeves – 78 MGB
Tony Macintyre – 63 MGB
Todd O’Brien – 77 MGB
Neil Anderson – 70 MGB/GT
Deryl Brown – 80 MGB LE
Charley Robinson – 80 MGB LE
Robert Thompson – 74 MGB
Torsten Faruhn – 70 MGB/GT
Mark Uebel – 74 MGB
John Avink – 80 MGB LE
Ed Emery – 80 MGB LE
Deidre Duddy - 80 MGB
Ken
Robert Barlow - 69 MGB

MGB Driver
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Dear NAMGBR,
National Drive Your MGA Day was
May 1 and the Columbia Gorge MGA
Club in Portland, Oregon participated.
We are 125 members strong with 25
MGAs, 36 MGB/GTs, 50 MGBs, plus a
few T-Series, and a Magnette. Our group
met at the home of President Jim Oliver.
About 60 miles later, more than half of
them twisty curves, up and over Skyline
Blvd, we made a special surprise stop at
the Tudor home of architect Jeff Miller for
a wonderful photo opportunity. Continuing down to US30, then out to Scappoose
and St. Helens, we enjoyed a wonderful
lunch at the Hawaiian Island Café. We
had 16 cars and 27 people. While in the
restaurant, one of the fellows received a
phone call: “Was that your car whizzing
by in the group of MG’s this morning?WOW, they looked great!” It was a fabulous run and a gorgeous day.
Peggy Oliver for CGMGA Club
Sounds like your club had a great
time!
Robert,
Thought you might be interested to
see this picture from my friend in Holland
– Rob de Joode. —Ken Smith
Photos provided by Ken Smith
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Strangely decorated MGB LE described as All
Original - offered for sale at RM Auctions in AZ
earlier this year and fetched $13,200.
Where did those stripes come from?

Dear NAMGBR,
It is with great sadness that I must inform you all that MG Car Club President
Bill Wallis died on August 22 after an
illness, borne with great fortitude. Bill was
an enthusiastic supporter of the MG Car
Club and a friend to many since joining
in 1949. In his long association with the
Midland Centre Bill tried most aspects of
motorsport except actual racing.
Bill served with distinction as Chairman of the Club from 1980 to 1985 but
he will be remembered most for his role
as our President, a post that he has filled
in every sense of the word since 1996. He
was unanimously elected each year at the
annual AGM and this was no surprise to
anyone who was privileged to know the
man.
In writing this tribute to Bill I referred
back to a Personality Profile I wrote about
him three years ago. In it I wrote; “Bill is
the staunchest of supporters of the Club
and all it tries to achieve. He is unassuming, knowledgeable, approachable,
friendly and professional but above all,
wise…” Looking back now these words
defined the man and what he has meant
to his many, many MG friends
Bill was a warm-hearted man with a
unique style who managed to get on
with just about anyone he met. He
used this talent, as our President, to
guide us through times of difficult
Club politics and could always be
counted on to provide just the right
words of encouragement when they
were needed.
His passing leaves a huge void in
the Club but his wisdom and kindness will live on as an example of
what being a member of the MG Car
Club should be all about. The Club
motto is “The Marque of Friendship” but
to Bill it was a code of conduct which he
tried to live by and instill in all members.
John Day—Chairman, MG Car Club-UK

That is completely crazy! I
wouldn’t have thought pulling that
big of a trailer was possible. Speaking of crazy MGBs, another photo
comes to us from Bob Bridges of Belleville, Illinois, who sent in a photo
13

of a MGB with a Union Jack paint
job, but he didn’t have any details
of where it is from or who did the
phenomenal paint work – if you have
any details or photos of the finished
car, please send them in!

Photos provided by Bob Bridges

B.L. were seeking addition government support to keep both Abingdon
and Longbridge functioning. To be fair
to Thatcher, she had just been taken for
about 48 million UK Pounds by John
DeLorean, who had skipped the country
leaving over a five hundred workers at his
Belfast factory without jobs or a future.
Mrs. T was just a touch fed up with
the Motor Industry. (We saw that
again with the Blair Government a
few years later when what was left
of BMW /Rover MG could have been
saved with a short-term government
loan.
I have no idea how many people
turned up for the MG Abingdon
Rally, but it seemed like half of London was there. Roche Bentley, the
founder of the MG Owners Club was
also in the crowd and some how, I
only learned later, obtained a portable
electric type speaker borrowed from a
police van or similar and kept up a steady
commentary condemning the closing of
MG. I do recall that I saw no counter
protest. In fact, every one including the
police seemed to be sympatric to the cause.
However, as we all know the fate of MG
was sealed and the factory closed.
My father was still alive at that
time; he retired from Abingdon in the mid
1960’s. I can’t say that I saw a tear or two,
but I can say that he was sincerely upset
and it took a long time before he recovered

Robert,
Your “Look Back Thirty Years” feature in the September issue brought back a
few memories and like Ken Smith, they all
relate to being in the UK when all this was
happening. I had returned from Europe to
visit family in Oxford . (How close can you
get to the action?), when I received a phone
call from an MG friend telling me about
a major rally being planned in London
to protest the closing of Abingdon by the
Thatcher Government who had refused to
financially support British Leyland.
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Columbia Gorge MGA Club

– like so many others who had dedicated
their working lives to the marquee. Thirty
years is a long time, but to many of us it’s
as clear as yesterday and I guess just as
sad today as it was then.
—Geoff Wheatley
Hello Robert,
It was very nice to see you again at
Belleville, and I have just read your article
in MGB Driver and enjoyed it. I thought
you captured the energy of the event
perfectly. It was very thoughtful of you to
mention our long drive, we covered about
6200 miles in total, of course we did not
take the most direct route. We took time

MGB Driver
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out to visit friends
and family. Our
beloved “67 BGT
has been with us for
forty-two years and
she ran perfectly,
using 1 1/2 liters of
20/50 Castrol and
averaging about
35mpg (Imperial).
God willing we will
meet again in Tahoe.
—Joe Carroll

Joe, you’re giving
me more confidence
to tackle that long drive out to Reno!
Corrections: On page 46 of the
Sept/Oct 2010 MGB Driver, the 2009
Thornley Award winners were misidentified. They were of course Larry
& Barbara Henle. Also, Class G winner
Barry Humphrey was listed as being
from Strongsville, OH when in fact
he is from Hingham, MA. Finally, the
website for World Wide Imports was
incorrect. The correct address is www.
nosimport.com. I do apologize for
those errors!
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By Rick Ingram – Executive Director, North
American Council of MG Registers

T

he planning of MG 2011: A Western Experience continues; activities and functions are solidifying.
This will be another “not to be missed”
gathering of MG Enthusiasts. We have
reserved the National Automobile Museum (formerly known as Harrah’s) for
Monday evening where we will have a
mixer for those of you who have made
the journey to Reno. This will be a very
reasonably priced activity for you and
yours to enjoy.
Tuesday and Wednesday will find
an abundance of activities that will include self-guided tours of the area and
Lake Tahoe, as well as tech sessions at
the hotel complex. We have received
confirmations to provide tech sessions
from such well known MG gurus as
Lloyd Faust, Kelvin Dodd, Ken Smith,
Jeff Schlemmer, John Sein, and Mike
Jacobsen. The Council is still working
with other well-known personalities to fill the schedule. We are also
looking into a “performance driving
experience” and an “introduction to
autocross” for those of you wanting
to push yourself and your MG a bit in
a controlled environment. If you’re
like me, you’ll be having a hard time
choosing exactly what to do each day!
Tuesday evening will be “Register
Night”. Each MG Register has already
made plans with the hotels and are
planning a fun evening for their
respective memberships. Wednesday
evening will find you being enter16

tained by the Morris Garage Band. You
will NOT want to miss this performance. We will also have our auction
on Wednesday evening; there will be
bargains to be had, I guarantee!
On Thursday, you will make a
short (less than two mile) drive to
Rancho San Rafael where we will put
out MGs on display and conduct a
popular vote car show. (Yes, Concours
for NAMGBR recognized models of the
MG will be available!) This display will
be open to the public; cars will be arranged by model and sub-class within
model. The awards banquet will be
held Thursday evening at the hotel
complex.
Registration for MG 2011 (as well
as hotel reservations) has already
started through the www.MG2011.
com website. You can register your car,
pick your hotel room, order regalia,
register for the automobile museum
mixer, choose your Register night
activity, sign up for tours, and sign up
for banquets – all through the click of
the keys on your computer. Please note
that like MG 2006, you will need to
register for the event before reserving
a hotel room (and we have some great
rates available at the Silver Legacy, the
El Dorado, and Circus-Circus).
And don’t forget to sign up for the
“Rallye-to-Reno” if you want to enjoy
a caravan of MGs on the way to MG
2011. This caravan begins on the Eastern Seaboard and ends at Reno. I look
forward to seeing you in Reno for MG
2011: A Western Experience!
MGB Driver
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Reader’s Ride

Photos provided by Wayne Keil.

MG 2011: A Western Experience

Wayne’s 1974½ MGB Roadster.
By Wayne Keil

I

was asked to write a story about
my 1974½ Roadster and the more I
thought about it, the more enthusiastic I got. I purchased it new while I
was a resident teacher at Saint Michael’s University School. It had been
special-ordered for an older gentleman
with both tonneau covers, a hard top,
and overdrive. His wife was not able to
get in and out of it very easily so I was
lucky enough to get it on the rebound
when he decided on a different car.
While I was at school, my friend
had a Sunbeam Alpine and we used
our cars to go exploring in Victoria,
British Columbia. Funny enough,
at this time, there weren’t any 4x4
around and most of the cars were
very big and heavy. The MG was light
and very versatile which made it an
excellent car for off road exploring as
well as onto logging roads. More than
one time we came eye-to-eye with a
logging truck or should I say eye-totoe. This is truly an experience that I
would not wish on anyone!
We ended up doing many camping trips together. One time we followed a road into the backwoods only
to run out of daylight. So we set up a
tent next to the car and crawled inside
only to be woken up two or three
MGB Driver
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hours later to the sound of a train going by only meters away from us. We
certainly didn’t need an alarm clock to
wake up that morning.
Another time (you’d think that I
would have learned from the previous
time but no), it was getting dark and
we decided to look for an area to pitch
our tent. We traveled on this narrow
road to what looked like a nice bluff
overlooking a town. We quickly put
up our tent and went to sleep. When
we woke up and stumbled outside, we
found ourselves in front of a cemetery
with a metal arch that read “Rest In
Peace”. Funny enough, we’ve always
said that was one of the best sleeps we
ever had.
I’m still amazed at the amount
of trunk space found in the MGB. We
could carry a tent, camping stove,
backpacks, sleeping bag, and food for
a week. I have lately converted my MG
from the original rubber bumpers to
chrome. Throughout all these years,
my MG has given me many memories,
which I’m thankful for. Some people
ask what I like so much about my car
and I reply back that it has character
and I do believe that anyone who owns
an MG will certainly understand that.
Here’s hoping that whatever you drive
leaves you with great memories.
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2010 Cascade Sports Car Club

By Jonathan Meyer
Columbia Gorge MGA Club

A
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t the starting point of this
year’s Cascade Sports Car Club
Mountains-to-Sea Rally we
were greeted with some familiar faces.
Out of the 43 entries, at least five were
members of the CGMGA club. Being
my first Mountains-to-Sea Rally, I did
not know what to expect.
As our Starbucks caffeine buzz
began to take effect we left the starting line. At the end of the odometer
check section my Rookie co-driver, Joe
Dittmer and I were pleased to see that
the novice instructions were easy to
understand and written very similarly
to the Columbia Gorge Classic Rally.
The morning leg took us west
from the base of Skyline Road to the
town of Carlton, Oregaon, where we
were given our hour lunch break. After
sampling the fine deep fried cuisine
the town of Carlton had to offer, we
set off westbound via NW Meadow
Lake Road. The MGB felt right at home
winding through the foothills of
Oregon’s costal range. We eventually
reached the peak of Bald Mountain
where we descended west, passing by
Sand Lake and winding through wellmaintained, paved forest roads on our
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Photos provided by Jonathan Meyer

Mountains-to-Sea Rally

way to Highway 101.
After a moderate final transit, we
ended our journey at the Rockaway
Beach Silver Sands Motel. Over an
excellent BBQ dinner on the beach,
we discussed the day’s follies with the
friendly group of participants. During
the campfire awards ceremony, three
CGMGAC teams received trophies. Bill
and Sue Colisch took first in the SOP
class in a 2008 Nissan Altima Hybrid,
complete with a large MG decal on
the rear window. Other notable club
member finishes include, Lou and
Kathy Jaffe in 4th place SOP, and Reid
Trummel co-driving for a second place
finish in the Limited class (a full list of
results can be found at http://plesba.
com/mtts2010/).
A big thanks goes out to the
Cascade Sports Car Club for a great job
in planning and executing this event.
If you enjoyed the Columbia Gorge
Classic, you will not be disappointed
if you choose to run this event next
year. Although the northwest driving season will be coming to a close
in a short while we still have plenty of
opportunities to represent our British Sports Cars in rallies around the
Portland area.
Get out and drive!
19

Photos provided by Ken Smith

The Adventures of Noddy
A Florida MGB in the Far Northwest

Many vistas along the ride and the Columbia Bridge with overcast skies is beautiful!
By John and Margaret Lester
Florida Suncoast MG Car Club
All photos provided by John & Margaret Lester

M

y wife and I left Tampa,
Florida, in June and towed
our 1980 MGB – “Noddy” –
behind our motor home all the way
to our daughter’s home in Renton,
Washington. We did take about three
weeks to get there, enjoying some
sightseeing on the way. We had been
there with our MGB back in 2008,

1979, The last Christmas at the MG factory, Abingdon.

going on a winery trip with the MG
Car Club-Northwest Centre, and were
looking forward to going on more
outings. The Seattle area, I feel, is ideal
for small British cars, with its winding
and hilly roads, whereas Florida roads
are generally flat and straight.
Why do we call our MGB “Noddy”? Well Noddy is a character from
children’s writer Enid Blyton, well
known to any person with an English
background. He appears in both books
and comic strips, riding around in his

A mini car show after the drive, a nice touch for a great event.
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The Adventures of Noddy

The detailing demonstration at Griot’s Garage

little sports car having “adventures.”
Our MGB license plate is “Noddy 1” as
we are hoping for children someday
(i.e. “Noddy 2”, etc).
We went on the Northwest
Centre’s web site and noted all the
outings in July and August. The first
one was the Lavender Rally on July 17.

The Rally started in Gig Harbor, but as
we decided to tow Noddy and camp
at Jefferson County Fairgrounds in
Port Townsend, we joined the Rally in
Poulsbo later that morning. At Nelson
Park, Paul Feuerpfeil and Leslie Vogel
provided a wonderful lunch for the
drivers and passengers of the fourteen

No better way to enjoy a break from the drive than with lunch at the Crab Pot!
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A scene from the All British Field Meet in Bellevue.

cars in the Rally.
Then off we went. Mainly keeping to the backroads, we went through
Poulsbo, Fort Gamble, Port Ludlow,
and Port Townsend then on to Sequim.
Fortunately, the route went right past
our campground so we were able to
give our dog a potty break! Along the
way we had to find landmarks and
answer questions for later scoring by
Paul. On arriving at Sequim, we parked
in a display area as a small car show
right next to the street fair. We took
in the street fair for an hour or so. At
about 6 p.m., as we all were leaving,
Paul had a surprise for us – an MG hat,
microfiber polishing-towels, and a
bottle of English beer! He said we had
won the leg from Poulsbo to Sequim,
but I think everyone got a prize! All
in all, a wonderful day with pictureperfect weather.
Next was the All British Car Show
at Bellevue. The weather again was
wonderful and we were touched as the
MGCCNWC made us welcome in their
area and offered us lunch. We had a
wonderful time looking at the 600plus cars at the show and talking to
MGB Driver
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lots of people.
Soon after that, we went to the
South Section of the Northwest Centre’s monthly meeting arranged by
Jackie Agner and held at Griot’s garage
on July 27. We had never heard of
Griot’s, but they have a fantastic line
of car care products. Their Headquarters and Retail store is all set in a 50’s
theme building which was recently a
Coca Cola bottling plant. The renovated building is in fabulous condition. If you want to prepare for the
Pebble Beach Car Classic then this is
the place to go for your polish. Again,
we were made welcome and the vice
president Tony Andrews introduced us
to the members present. We had a very
nice hamburger and hot dog dinner,
including luscious desserts, prepared
by Jackie and the club ladies. Then we
had a demonstration of putting a concourse finish on an MGB. The Griot’s
demonstrator went through all the
steps and products to achieve this finish. I felt sorry for Mike whose MG was
chosen for the demonstration as they
only did about half of his hood (sorry,
bonnet) and he then had to purchase
23

The Adventures of Noddy

John & Margaret at Griots.

all the products and equipment to do
the rest!
The following Saturday, July 31,
we towed Noddy down to Elma and
went on Fred Abel’s Country-to-Coast

Tour. We met at Montesano in the
morning and drove down through
Raymond, South Bend, Nasselle to
the rest area at the Columbia Bridge
where we all got out and took pictures
of the bridge and Astoria in the mist.
Then on through Chinook to Long
Beach where Fred took us to the Crab
Pot, a really good seafood restaurant
for lunch. After lunch we traveled
back at a steady pace on 101 and 107
to Montesano where we all bid farewell. The day was misty with some
light rain, but the majority of us had
tops down all the way so it was not all
that bad.
Having been made so welcome
by the members of the Northwest
Centre my wife insisted that we
should join the club, so we submitted
our application and check and hopefully we are now proud members of
their club.
We should be back next summer
to visit our daughter again. In the
meantime, we are grateful for all the
hospitality that members of the club
have shown us during our stay there
and look forward to returning.

MG Vintage Racers 2010 Report

A group of racers stand still for a moment to have their picture taken.
By Greg Prehodka, MGVR
All photos provided by Greg Prehodka

T

he MG Vintage Racers designated
VARAC’s Vintage Racing Festival
at Mosport, Ontario, this June as
their “Focus Event” for 2010. Attracted
by this world class track, special MG
races at the event, and the camaraderie
of the MG racing community, 46 MG
racers showed up to compete with MGs
from MG-TCs to MGB-V8s, in both the
regular VARAC classes, and a special
all-MG race. This was complimented
by both MGVR and VARAC parties and
honors. MGVR presents three special
awards at their annual Focus Event.
The deserving recipients for this year
were:

MGVR “Spirit Award”
to David Holmes

The MG racers at the track vote
by their peers as best representing the
“Spirit of MG Vintage Racing”. David
is a very enthusiastic MGA racer from
Ontario, and shares the track with his
son Evan who races a MG Midget.
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Storm Field with Bill Parish Memorial Award.

MGVR’s “Bill Parish” Memorial
Award to Storm Field of New York Racing a MGB/GT V8.

It is presented in memory of MGTC racer Bill Parish who never won a
race, but had more FUN than anyone.
It gets presented to a MG racer with a
similar pursuit of fun!

MGVR’s “MG V-8 Challenge
Trophy”to Nick Pratt of Ontario

In his amazingly fast MG Midget.
This award is presented to the first
overall MG in the all MG Race.
And if that weren’t enough, there
were even more MG honors presented
25
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that were particular to this VARAC
event at Mosport: VARAC’s “Al Pease
Trophy”, for the first MG overall in
the MG race, to Nick Pratt in a MG
Midget. VARAC’s “Van Worsdale
Trophy”, for the first MGA in the MG
race to Mark Brandow of Minnesota.
VARAC’s “President’s Trophy” for the
first Midget/MGB in the MG race to
Nick Pratt in his MG Midget. MGVR’s
“Tommy Hoan Trophy”, for the first
T-Series in the MG race to Manley Ford
of Michigan in a MG-TD. VARAC’s
“Tony Simms Challenge Trophy” for
best prepared, driven, and vintagecorrect MG, to Manley Ford with his
MG-TD.
This was MGVR’s 15th Focus
Event as the excitement of MG Vintage
Racing continues. MG tradition
continued this September with SVRA’s
26th running of the historic “Vintage
Collier Cup” all-MG race at Watkins

When you win at Watkins Glen, you line up with other winners and toast to victory!
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An MGB Jubilee Crosses the Pond
The Adventure of Importing a Car from the UK
Photos provided by Richard Mullins

The Simms Cup goes to Manley Ford (right).

Glen, New York. The weather cooperated to give 33 MGs – of all ages and
models, from MG TCs to MGB-GT
V-8s – a wonderful go at this year’s
Collier Cup race on the Glen’s 3.4
mile winding road course, to the thrill
of thousands of spectators and MG
enthusiasts.
It was an exciting MG race, but
after the checkered flag fell, special
honors went to the following racers: Top honor went to MGB-GT V8
racer Les Gonda who was voted by
his racing peers to receive the prestigious SVRA “Vintage Collier Cup”.
Mike Barstow racing his 1953 MG TD
received the MG ‘T’ Cup (1st MG-T).
Todd Treffert with his 1961 MGA was
awarded the Bucher-Decker Cup (1st
MGA); Charles Guest racing his 1967
MG Midget received the Bill Glanville
Cup (1st MG Midget) plus the Cornett
Trophy for the 1st overall MG.  
As the MG vintage racing scene
for 2010 is winding down, MG racers
are now turning their focus to two particular MG Vintage Racers’ designated
“Focus Events” for 2011. First will be
their Focus Event West, with CSRG at
Infineon Raceway in California, the
weekend of April 8-10. Then in September their designated Focus Event
East, will be in Connecticut at Lime
Rock Park’s Historic Festival, Labor
Day weekend. More information on
these events, and on the MG Vintage
Racers, can be found on their Website,
www.MGVR.org..

1975 Jubilee MGB GT
By Richard Mullins

I

Part 1: The Decision

n the golden age of Abingdon, there
was a very popular way to buy an
MG. It was called “Personal Export
Delivery” (PED). Tourists and U.S.
service people stationed in the UK or
Europe could elect to “Pick their MG
up at the factory”. This had many
advantages including the fact that
there was a substantial savings in the
purchase price and they could use
their car in the UK and Europe and
then personally import their cars back
to the U.S. when it was time to come
home.
The tragic irony is that in today’s
world, you cannot import a modern
MG even though it has modern emission and safety features, but you can
easily import most MGBs and other
earlier MGs that do not meet emission
and safety regulations because they are
now considered antique cars, which
are exempt from all the regulations.
Technology and the internet has
forever changed the car buying busiMGB Driver
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ness as the whole world has become
the market for any car you wish to
own. For sometime, I have been observing MG websites in the UK. I was
mostly interested in learning about
three types of MGB/GTs that sold only
in the UK. These included the 1975
MGB/GT “Jubilee Edition”, the factory
MGB/GT V8, and the Pewter-colored
1980 LE model. These are all rare and
unique versions of the MGB/GT.
At the time when these cars sold
new, it would have been impossible to
bring one over. I was especially interested in the MGB/GT Jubilee Edition
as I consider it one of the most elegant
and unique cars to come from Abingdon. Very few Americans have ever
seen a Jubilee as only two have been
imported into the US. Unfortunately,
most Jubilees I saw for sale were high
mileage, multiple owner cars that had
many modifications from what they
were when they left Abingdon.
I was not really in the market for
a new car. In the back of my mind, I
knew we would need another “back
up” car when my daughter goes to
27

college and takes her car with her. In
addition, my wife does not like to ride
in my 1967 MGB/GT Special because
it does not have headrests. When she
was in college, she was a car passenger
on two occasions when the cars she
was in were involved in serious accidents. Because of this, she does not like
cars without headrests.
I prefer to drive to MG car club
meetings and MG events in an MGB
with my wife, so a 1975 rubber bumper
MGB/GT would resolve her concerns.
If I bought a 1975 MGB/GT Jubilee, I
would also have both Limited Edition “Anniversary” MGB/GT cars,
the US (MGB/GT Special) and the UK
(MGB/GT Jubilee Edition). I knew
these would be of great interest at car
shows. Originally, it was just a dream
as finding the right car and getting it
over here was thought to be an insurmountable task.
My love of “John Thornley Masterpieces” (i.e. – the MGB/GT) goes
back to January of 1967. Some how, I
talked the local MG dealer into allowing me to drive a brand new MGB/GT
so that I could write an article about
the car for the Denver MG Car Club
newsletter. At the age of nineteen, I got
to climb into a brand new Old English
White MGB/GT with overdrive and
wire wheels and take it for a spin. I
was very curious if the “MGB in a new
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shape” drove like the roadster I was so
familiar with (I was currently driving
a MGB roadster). I don’t remember
exactly what the salesman said, but
it must have impressed me, as over
the years, I have gone on to own four
MGB\GTs.
I never dreamed that forty years later
I would own a car almost exactly like
the one I drove that day. I still have the
pictures I took of that car in 1967 and
they look very much like the car I own
today.
In November of 2009, as I was
scrolling through the MGB section of
the Pistonheads.com website, I had a
Déjà Vu moment. As in 2006, when
I first saw the 1967 MGB/GT Special
that I now own, I thought to myself,
“If I don’t snap up this car, I may never
have the opportunity to own a car like
this again.” The same feeling came
over me on that November day. The ad
I saw described a 1975 MGB/GT Jubilee
Edition that had 54,000 documented
miles, extensive service records, it was
a one family owned car, and was car
#74 of a limited edition of 750 cars,
plus it was all original.. I clicked the
button to contact the seller and ask for
pictures of the engine compartment
and the interior.
As I went along, I learned a lot of
the history of this car. The car came off
the line at Abingdon on May 6, 1975
and was quickly shipped out to the distributor so that it would arrive at the
Bromley Motor Works on June 3, 1975,
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Importing an MGB Jubilee

The Anniversary set. Both examples of MGB GT Limited Edition Anniversary cars. A 1967 MGB
GT Special and a 1975 MGB GT Jubilee Edition. This may be the first time both have been
photographed together.

when the Jubilees were introduced to
the public. It stayed with Bromley for
ten months, most likely as a demonstrator/executive car. On March
12, 1976, the car was sold to Mr. J.A.
Irons and his name was added to the
factory badge as the first owner. The
badge also states that this is car #74 (of
751). The car registration is JMY 829N,
which was fortunate for Mr. Irons
because his first name is Jimmy.
Only about one in four Jubilees
have the original badges as they were
shipped out separately and many were
never put on the cars. As this car was
delivered to Mr. Irons at the Chislehurst Golf Club, I was certain that the
car was sold to an English gentleman
rather than a teenage hot rodder. The
car was used sparingly by Mr. Irons
until 1996 when he died and the car
was passed on to his son Mark Irons,
who rarely drove it, for the next 14
years. In October of 2009, it was sold to
Mr. Stewart Heath who sold the car to
me in November of 2009. The mileage
is documented with twenty years of
service records. The original invoice
for the purchase of the car is in with
the service records.
MGB Driver
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Buying a Car by Remote Control

Modern technology has made
buying a car in England very easy but
the process is fraught with danger. You
can spend a lot of money only to find
that the car does not exist or does not
belong to the seller. Due diligence is
the key. I was fortunate in that the car
I was buying was real and the people I
was dealing with were honest. Registration is one of the most important
concerns. Check with your local DMV
to find out what documents you need.
In my case, I obtained a copy of the
statue for Oregon to guide me.
Another important thing you
need is contacts that you get through
NAMGBR or the MG Car Club. When
I decided to buy the Jubilee, the first
e-mail I sent was to Ken Smith with
NAMGBR. He is the honorary ambassador to Abingdon, who knows everything MG and has contacts in the UK.
He put me on to Colin Wheatley who
is the head of the Jubilee Register of the
MG Car Club. Colin was a wonderful
ally in the process of buying a car in
29
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the UK. He was a terrific source of
information and even helped me do
a HPI check on the car which showed
the car was paid for and not stolen. He
also sent me a list of MG garages that
could check the car before I bought it.
I asked the seller, Mr. Heath, to
take the car to the MG mechanic I had
selected. I had e-mailed my concerns
along with the VIN number of the car
to the mechanic. The garage was about
50 miles from where the car was and
the car made it to the inspection without problem. That showed me that the
car was real and in running condition.
I spoke directly with the mechanic
after he had inspected the car. He told
me it was a nice car but had a number
of issues. All of them were fixable with
some TLC and money. He e-mailed me
a list of the issues, which were in line
with what I had been told about the
car by Mr. Heath.
After I put five hundred pounds
down, the fun began. I realized early
on that I was dealing with a private
party. This worked out fine in my
case, but did take some time to get the
paperwork together. Documentation
needed to import an MG is simple.
The British version of an auto title
document is called a V5 (Logbook). It
is very similar to a car title document
except that it has a provision to note if
the car is to be exported. You need the
original properly executed V5 to register the car in Oregon. In addition, you
need an original executed bill of sale
(in my case I got two bills of sale – one
from Mr. Irons to Mr. Heath and then
one from Mr. Heath to me). I felt it was
extremely important to document all
parts of this transaction as I know the
DMV would question anything that
was not absolutely clear. In addition,
I needed a stamped EPA exemption
form and a stamped customs form
with a receipt showing all duties paid.
The shipper provided these documents.
30

Buying a car overseas
is not for the faint of heart

My next action was to get a shipper. I called Hagerty Collector Car
Insurance, as I knew they would be
involved in providing insurance and
they could probably give me the name
of a reliable shipper. I was referred
to The Globus Company and Robert
Linville. I had no idea what it would
cost. However, I learned that the cost
of shipping depends on a whole lot
of factors such as the weather, what
services are needed, distances the car
has to travel, what is required by customs etc. Shipping will cost you what
it costs you and you need to be most
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concerned about getting the car where
you want it in one piece with plenty of
insurance. The initial quote I got was
$3,000.00, but in the end the cost
was more than $5,000.00
once I determined the exact services I wanted. This
was more than I paid for
the car.
The car was located
on the southern coast
of England in the town
of Dorset. The port was
close to London, which
was about 150 miles
away. I wanted the car
picked up in Dorset in
an enclosed truck and
I wanted insurance
effective when the car the
car was picked up. I had originally
planned to have the car shipped to
Portland, Oregon, and then drive
the car down to Eugene near where
I live. However due to the weather, I
decided to have the car shipped to New
Jersey and then driven to Eugene in
an enclosed truck and delivered to the
“Sports Car Shop” in Eugene where the
car could be checked out and serviced
before the car was put on the road. I
did not want to drive 200 miles in the
rain from the Portland port in a car
with old tires that had not been driven
much in the last then years and had
UK plates on it.
Mr. Heath had assured me that
he had the V5 and could provide all
needed documents. I asked him to
e-mail a copy of the V5 to myself and
Mr. Linville. When I saw the V5, I wondered if there was a problem. The V5
was correct for the car but it had not
been executed. Mr. Linville was concerned about going forward unless we
had proper documentation in hand.
So far, Mr. Heath had cooperated fully
and had been very straight with me. I
felt a little due diligence was necessary
at this time. I spoke to Mr. Heath and
asked him if it was possible to speak to
Mr. Irons. He said he would check and
would try to get his phone number for
MGB Driver
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me. He
also explained
that in England the
V5 keeps a record of all owners including dealers if they register the car. Mr.
Heath planned to get the V5 executed
once he knew who was buying the car
so that his name would not appear on
the V5.
I was able speak to Mr. Irons,
who confirmed the sale of the car to
Mr. Heath and he told me he would
execute the V5 and provide a bill of
sale to Mr. Heath. I had a nice talk with
him about the car and he told me some
information about the history of the
car. He also said he was leaving to visit
the Alps in a few days. I knew that Mr.
Heath would have to act fast if we were
going to get this deal done soon.
I learned that I should get a an HPI
check, which was available over the internet. When I tried to do this, I found
out I needed a UK postcode in order
to get a HPI check. Fortunately, Colin
agreed to do the HPI check for me so
I sent him a copy of the V5 and sent
him money for the report over PayPal.
When I got the HPI check, everything
was fine.
So all I needed to do was wait for
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Mr. Heath to get the executed documents. This process took more than a
week mostly due to the Christmas mail
in the UK. Finally, everything was in
place but due to Christmas and a bad
winter storm in London, the car did
not get picked up until the beginning
of 2010. Once the car was picked up, I
made the final payment by PayPal. The
car was finally mine!
Weather was a major factor in
shipping the car. This became all
too true when the car arrived in New
Jersey. A massive snowstorm had hit
the east coast and everything was shut
down. For about two weeks, I did not
know exactly where the car was except
“It was in line for customs inspection“.
Before the car had reached the US,
I got an e-mail from Robert Linville
stating that my car had been randomly
selected for an intensive examination
by the customs inspectors. I was not
overly concerned, as I knew there was
nothing nefarious about this car. All I
knew was that it would cost me more
for this inspection.
Late in January I was informed the
car was on its way, but that it would
take time to get the car because of the
weather and the fact that the truck
had other deliveries to make. The fun
was not over, as I got an e-mail from
Robert Linville asking if I had received
the V5 and other documentation from
Mr. Heath. I had not. I had thought the
shipper would need original documents to get through customs but I
found that photocopies had been used
and the shipper had no idea where the
originals were. I made a phone call to
Mr. Heath and was told that the V5
and bills of sale had been put in the
console of the MGB when the car was
picked up. I crossed my fingers that
they would still be there when the car
came in, knowing the car had been
“through an intensive examination”
by the customs officials. If you are
considering doing something like this,
here is a suggestion: Have all key documents mailed to you directly along
32

with the owners manual, service documents, and spare keys. The shipper can
get by with photocopies.

Registration – The Final Obstacle

The car arrived safely in early
February. Fortunately, all the expected
paperwork was in the console of the
Jubilee. I got a temporary pass from the
DMV so that I could bring the car in
for registration once I received government stamped forms for registration. I
brought the car in for registration and
I drowned the DMV with documents
including the original executed V5,
two original bills of sale, multiple copies of the stamped EPA and Customs
forms, and the HPI check. The clerk
I was dealing with went through all
the papers and then glared at me and
said “I have done everything I was
told to do, but don’t think your car is
registered. I will send everything to
Salem (Oregon), but if this does not
check out with the UK, the car will
not be licensed.” She then gave me a
temporary registration sticker for the
car. Of course, I had done the unthinkable, I had done everything required
to register the car and she could find
no reason to reject my application!
Two weeks later, I received the Oregon
license plates, title, and registration
documents. Mission accomplished.

Other Considerations

Before you buy a car from the UK
make certain that the body does not
have serious rust problems. Fortunately, my car had been given a full
body restoration in 1975 and had
been driven only 6000 miles since. I
was told, “You can fix all mechanical
problems with a UK car but severe rust
problems are very expensive and difficult to fix”
Unless you are dealing with a very rare
MG or other car, you don’t need to pay
the extra cost of container shipping of
the car. You will save over a thousand
dollars using the RO-RO shipping
method (roll on-roll off) rather than
paying extra for a special container..
MGB Driver
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In the UK, car registration numbers are
considered part of the car. The original
registration plates stay with the car for
as long as the car is around. It is best
to keep the original UK registration
plates on the car. In my case, I had the
Oregon license plate mounted on the
rear bumper and kept the UK plates in
place. I also kept the tax disc on the
windshield and other stickers that
show that it is a UK car. You are dealing with a historic vehicle and keeping
it as close to original including the
registration plates is the best way to go.
It is a good idea to have the car thoroughly checked out before you drive
it. Especially if it has not been driven
much in the recent past.

Cost

The good news is that my car has
only 55,000 miles on it, but the bad
news is that the car has only 55,000
miles on it. The car is like a barely
broken in car once you fix everything
in it that is broken because it has not
been driven much. With the original
price of the car, the shipping and the
restoration, I will have a fair amount
of money into this car (but not much
more than a very nice USA MGB). Of
course, I also have a beautiful, rare,
and historic car to enjoy for some time
to come and will probably get my investment back when it in time to part
with it. As there are only two MGB/GT
Jubilees in the USA, I should not have
trouble finding a buyer when I have
to sell it. If you just want a nice MGB,
buying one in the USA is your best bet.
However, if you want an MGB that is

truly unique you can find them in the
UK. Good luck

Driving a RHD car in the USA

Diving a RHD car in the USA is
no problem. Your visibility on the left
is minimal, so make sure you do not
try to pass unless you are certain you
are safe. The instruments and minor
controls are reversed. You may occasionally put the wipers on high speed
when you try to signal a left turn. If
you are driving on a freeway in fourth
overdrive and take the car up to 55, be
sure the needle is not bumping into
the orange section. You are not looking at the speedometer. If you do not
look to the speedometer on your left
and adjust your speed, you may have
to do some explaining to the man in
the car behind you with the flashing
red lights.

Ta Da – Showtime!

The Jubilee is here, has received a
lot of TLC, is registered and looks and
drives like a well preserved and original three year old car. It was definitely
an adventure, but I did not go broke
in the process. The restoration work is
not completely done, as there are more
issues I will try to have resolved so that
I can show the car at MG 2013 in Corvalis, Oregon. I now have not one but
two rare and beautiful “as original”
Limited Edition” “Anniversary” MGB/
GT’s to show and drive. I can travel in
style to MG events with my wife in an
MG and she will not be so concerned
about safety. You cannot do much better than that!

MGs crossing the City Bridge in Belleville, Ontario - MG2010
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British V8:

By Max Fulton & Emily Turner
North Carolina MG Car Club

T

his year’s British V8 meet was
in Indianapolis hosted by “The
Three Stooges”—Rick Ingram,
Pete Mantell, and local resident Dave
Kirkman. It was going to be the biggest
“adrenaline event” yet (the 14th annual), featuring track time at O’Reilly
Raceway Park, an autocross, and even
indoor karting!
We arrived there mid-afternoon
on Wednesday, July 7, having spent a
few days in Michigan with Max’s parents. While not driving an MG (alas
– our first event not bringing one),
the 52 mpg of the Jetta Diesel and the
access to air conditioning was making
the journey pleasant. (The sunroof is
no substitute for the convertible top.
I’ll give you that.)
The first night was a “Meet and
Greet” with pizza in the reception
34

room while everyone was welcomed
and the plan for the event was presented. Max’s buddy Tim Duhamel
brought the V8 conversion that they
had done (years ago…) all the way
from Boston, so at least Max got some
British car “experience” while he was
there.
The first morning dawned bright
and early as a caravan of some 20-plus
cars headed out to the racetrack at 6:45
am. The group was broken into two
groups – novices and “experienced.”
The first group, the rookies, went out
and had a minor incident: an oil line
on a V6 conversion had chafed on the
fan belt and spewed oil through the
back straight section. Thankfully, he
was able to pull off into the parking lot
and then make repairs.
The 2nd group, alas, was even less
lucky. A V8 Chevy TR6 blew off a water
hose and dropped coolant all down
the front straight that is normally the
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Photos provided by Phil Ossinger

Photos provided by Rick Ingram

MGB V8’s—Sometimes referred to as “the beasts.” The numberof participants reflects the popularity

Indianapolis

of this event. Unfortunately not all the “beasts” got away in one piece.

drag strip. The Mustang Turbo TR6
of Dale Knapke was the first on the
scene. With his turbo spooled up, he
dumped the clutch for a hard shift
into 4th, hitting the wet spot at the
same time! Traction was lost, the car
snatched hard left and smashed into
the jersey barrier at an estimated
90mph!! Max was first on the scene
to make sure Dale was okay (shaken
and bleeding from a chin gash, but
otherwise okay). The rescue crews got
him out of the car and he was able to
walk with assistance to the medical
center. However, as you can imagine,
the resulting clean up as well as uncertainty of the whole incident put
quite a damper on the proceedings.
The track wasn’t open again for an
hour and a half.
The two groups went out two
more times. Max forced himself to
drive though he wasn’t really in the
mood after the crash and discovered
MGB Driver
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Max is shaken by the crash of the TR6 right
ahead of him.
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British V8

Cars flying down the straight away.

that the track is really bumpy, and
thus unsettling. Again, it’s usually
a drag strip. The road course is just
something extra they have, but it’s not
professionally maintained. For the last
session, Max got to drive Mike Moor’s
Buick 300 MGB. This car easily hit 110
down the front straight. In comparison, Tim’s Rover 3.5 MGB only hit 95…
(For the humbling experience, though,
a modern Cadillac was hitting 140….)
There was a short break for lunch
while a local car club was laying out
the autocross circuit in the parking lot.
A bunch of Lotus cars had joined in for
the fun. Everyone only got one pass
each before the skies opened up and
put a damper on the proceedings. Ken
Hiebert and his Corvette LT1 powered
TR6 was fastest of the conversions, doing the course in 51 seconds. Tim was
2nd fastest with a 55. Max did a 57 in
Curtis Jacobson’s Rover V8 GT (nipping Curtis’ own time by two tenths.).

However, don’t let any of this fool you
– a modern Lotus Exige nicked off the
course in 43 seconds! (With the “slowest” of them doing it in 48.) Power is
one thing – handling is something
else!
Second day dawned and it was off
to the karting track. Pete organized
everyone into teams based on their
times (supplied by Max) from last
year’s outdoor karting. The nine fastest
from last year were dubbed Captains
for this year, so Max found himself
captain of “Team Caffeine” – a bunch
of similarly sized men (all around 6’
and 200 lbs): Tim Duhamel, Steve
DeGroat and Dave Germain. This was
going to be a challenge, as the indoor
track featured an uphill section that
the kart just wasn’t going to like with
them in it! Especially over a 90-minute enduro race.
Team Caffeine ended up 6th of
nine teams, a 25.1 as their fastest lap
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The last day, Saturday, featured a
tour of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum followed by a tour (lunch
provided) at Prototype Development,
who does specialty prep of road and
racecars (and even had an ongoing
MGB V8 conversion). The afternoon
had sponsor presentations and tech
sessions back at the host Clarion Hotel,
and Max got a good crowd watching
him diagnose high resistance ignition
issues on Rick Ingram’s MGC.
As always, the banquet closed
the meet and over $1000 was raised at
the auction to go towards next year’s
meet, tentatively to be hosted by Dan
Masters in Townshend, Tennessee,
around Mother’s Day of 2011. This is
very near the famed Dragon, one of the
top driving roads in the country. This
time, we will take an MG!
Photos provided by Rick Ingram

Top, autocrossing track. Prepping for the track.

(7th fastest on the day), and a solid 7
laps behind the winners. The winning group was Team Canada, led by
Ken Hiebert (who did an amazing 67
laps, many of them in the 24-second
range), his girlfriend Katie (who did
respectable 27s), and then Graham
Creswick and Gord McFaull (both in
the 26s). They also benefited from getting to pit under a couple of cautions,
but it didn’t matter – truly a very fast
driver combination! (At the banquet
they were asked to stand with their
medals and were serenaded with “O,
Canada!”)
The evening wound down with
everyone going to the Union Jack
Pub. Fair food, but great conversation
and the opportunity was used to take
many group pictures – the wives, the
Spurious Club, and the whole group
who was there.

The registrants (names not provided) create a group shot to remember a great event.
MGB Driver

• November / December 2010

37

The Ottawa MG Club

Original Owners Register
Life with British Sports Cars

Club President Ivan Woods (with bottle), Doug McLure (left), survey the field of MGs.

“Best of Britain” exhibit at the Simeone Museum in Philadelphia in February.

By Terry Haines

By Joel Martin

T

he Ottawa MG Club with a current
membership of 136 and approximately 150 MGs of various vintages, calls Ottawa, Ontario – Canada’s
Capital City – home. The club
is celebrating twenty years
of operation this year, which
will be the first year the club
has participated, as a club, in
a NAMGBR convention. We
enjoyed meeting members of
other chapters at MG 2010 in
Belleville this summer!
Ottawa, with a population of nearly one million,
is located in eastern Ontario
close to the border with the
Province of Quebec and only 63 miles
or an hour north of Ogdensburg, New
York.
The club has over 100 MGBs and
38

has a very busy driving season. Usually
there are around ten scheduled driving
events throughout the year and over
thirty other local MG or British car
events that are attended by our club
members, not to mention the monthly
club meetings.
The photo shows current Club President, Ivan
Wood, (with bottle) along
with Club Regalia Director
Doug McLure overlooking
a field of OMGC MGBs. The
Ottawa MG Club and its
members are delighted to
now be affiliated with the
North American MGB Register. We invite all NAMGBR
members to visit us online at
www.omgc.info. Should you happen
to find yourself in our vicinity, please
come and join us at one of our club
events.
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I

n 1969, when I was 15, I bought
a 1962 MG Midget for $650. My
mother wrecked it before I ever got
my driver’s license. It was fixed, but
looked like it was going down the road,
partially sideways. Anyway, it was sold
before I reached my 16th birthday for
$450. My first car, which I never got to
drive by myself, still having a learner’s
permit, and already lost money on a
British sports car!
I was fortunate growing up in
Atlanta, Georgia. Atlanta was a great
little big town in the 60’s and 70’s. I
spent most of my time at the public
tennis facility, Bitsy Grant Tennis
Center on Northside Drive, where at
the end of every day, one of the gentlemen at the club would take me home
and let me drive their cars to my house
or to tennis tournaments all around
the south. Also, one retired Air Force
MGB Driver
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Colonel would fly me to the tournaments and come back and pick me up
in his Cessna – other than playing tennis, he did not have too much to do.
Anyway, by the time I took Driver’s Ed
in high school, I had already had about
a dozen different “teachers” and had
driven a multitude of cars.
The first day of Driver’s Ed, the
teacher took me through Buckhead,
past Brookwood Hills, and onto the
freeway via Peachtree Street. The
drive lasted about 40 minutes, on and
off freeway, down two and four lane
roads. The teacher announced that he
would drive with me anywhere and
from that day forth, I would drive from
the high school to the tennis courts
about two miles away for the rest of
my Driver’s Ed training. The rest of
the kids taking their turn and having
to ride with the other students, but
not me. I learned to drive stick shifts
39

Life with British Sports Cars
on the Midget, a 1973 911 Targa, an
Austin-Healey 3000 with 3 carbs, a Fiat
124 Spider, a GTO convertible, and a
190 SL. My experience on automatics
ran the gamut from Cadillacs, Buicks,
a 280 SL, a Grand Prix, a Thunderbird
convertible, a GTO 455 HO, and a
1964 Galaxy 500 XL convertible, the first year with
the Thunderbird
390 engine – this
was my parents car
until it was stolen
from Lennox Square
shopping center
and stripped. As I
said, I was fortunate having had an “all
around” experience with different cars
and teachers.
In 1970 when I turned 16, I
bought a dark blue 1968 MGB with
wire wheels for $2,000. The ‘69 B was
a great car and man, did it look and
drive great. In the summer of 1973 –
you guessed it – my mother wrecked
it. Well, I sold the 68 B to the local
Porsche dealer for $500. So having
taken a $200 loss on the Midget and
a $1,500 loss on the B, my mother offered to ‘donate’ $1,700 towards what
ever I wanted to get. I could finance
the balance through work, they
did that in those days at credit
unions, and I could buy
another car providing I made all the
payments on the balance and pay the car
insurance, maintenance and gas.
This was a
tough decision. The
Healey was for sale at $2,800
and in perfect shape with wire wheels
and British Racing Green. The 1973
Porsche 911T Targa could be had for
$6,000 with less than 10,000 miles.
I could not justify as a freshman in
college in 1973 spending $6,000 for a
used car, so I passed up both of these
great cars (boy in hindsight what a
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mistake) and bought a 1973 British
Racing Green MGB with Ochre interior. The only option I wanted was a
$10.50 antenna so I could buy my own
radio, speakers and 8-track player.
I recently found the original bill
of sale, thus prompting this article.
The new MGB cost me $3,883.24 on
August 21, 1973. I purchased the car from
Hix Green in Atlanta,
which was also a
local Buick and Opel
dealer. As you can see
from the invoice, MG is
not even listed as a brand
that they carried – can you
imaging that! I negotiated a
whopping $150 off the MSRP and
off I went.
Well the ‘73 B served me well
throughout college except for one
thing. A young kid with long hair (and
sometimes a beard) driving a sports
car, I was stopped an average of once
per month. License and registration
please – most of the time just to “check
on me”, but I do have a locker full of
tickets. Also, can you imaging six
kids in a MG with the top down not
drawing any attention? I was always
surprised when I got stopped. Most
of time I had
my two tennis
racquets with me
and I was most of
the time respectful, at least up to
the point when I
found no tickets
were going to be
involved.
Anyway, during the last summer
of college, the clutch
gave out and I did not
have a pot. I only lived on $200 a
month those last two years, having to
pay my own tuition, books, room and
board. My portion of the house cost
me $100 per month. That left $25 per
week for food, gas, and entertainment.
The MG used $6 per week of gas leavMGB Driver
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The original sales receipt for Joel’s 1973 MGB. Note the addition of an antenna for $10.95.

ing a whopping $19 per week for other
activities such as food. The three of
us, my two roommates and me, went
in together for food and I thought we
ate pretty well. One roommate had
a boat so we fished a lot of weekends
supplementing our diet with fresh fish
quite a bit. We always invited a guest
along to pay for most of the gas. Nickel
beer nights was the only nights I could
go out. My big splurge each week was
getting a 6-pack of PBR or Black Label
in the bottle for 99-cents a 6-pack
and then to the local bakery for whole
MGB Driver
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wheat bread fresh out the oven just after tennis practice and of course, their
only sale day – Thursdays.
Not having a pot, kind of got me
side tracked. The clutch gave out. I had
no money so I had to learn about the
mechanicals of the MG. I bought a
workshop manual, read about clutch
replacement, then realized I did not
have any tools, etc. I went and saw
Vern at Sports Car Service, who had
serviced the ‘68 B for me, and told him
my sad story. Vern was a quite man
and I thought very good with British
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Life with British Sports Cars
Sports Cars, plus charged a fair price.
He could do the work quickly, charged
only for his time spent, and for parts.
None of this “book time” as it is today,
unless it takes them longer than the
book calls for, then we know what happens.
Vern offered to allow me to use
a corner of his shop and his tools,
then guided and checked on me
during the process, only charging me $25 plus actual cost of
parts, Borg and Beck of course.
After pulling the engine and
installing a new clutch, armed
with my workshop manual,
I dove into repairing my own
MG from that day forward.
Mostly rewarding, sometimes
frustrating, but always saving
money on repairs – just $50 and
$100 dollaring you to death for
parts, oh that was during the
last century ago, now just a little
more, yea right...
After 23 or so years, the
B was really starting to show
its age. Two engine-rebuilds,
multiple clutches, alternators,
exhaust systems, carpet kits, soft
tops etc, etc, etc, thirteen years
in the Midwest, (aka rust), it was
time for refurbishing – let the
fun begin! The workshop manual
does not even prepare you for this
kind of undertaking. I took a welding
and auto body class at the local community college. Bought a pretty good
compressor, cheap air tools – thinking
I was only going to use them on one
or two cars. Eight patch panels later,
another engine rebuild, about the last
Ochre carpet and interior left on the
planet, plus about every rubber part
known to man, the MG has been back
on the road and living well in Seven
Lakes, North Carolina.
I quickly discovered bodywork is
an “art form” and had to hire a body
man to finish my amateur work before
it could be painted. The body man
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was the father of one of my spouse’s
kids, my spouse was a teacher (died of
cancer a few years back). Being a body
shop manager, he offered to assist.
Well eight hours and $100 later, he
declared it was good enough to paint.
He asked if I wanted to bring it to his
shop one Saturday morning so he
could help me tape it up and guide me
through painting my own car in their
downdraft paint booth. Absolutely!
And for only a $150 shop fee plus my
paint of course, which I already had
purchased. We had it painted by 3pm,
curing in the shop till about 9pm Sunday, we picked it up and took it back to
MGB Driver
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it’s home for the rest of the work.
Oh, the rest of the work took a few
years. A 1987 Mustang GT, ‘69 Alpha
GTV, ‘66 Sunbeam Tiger, camping
maxi van, Great Aunt Zelma’s baby
blue Cutlass, and a Honda CVT that
my spouse came with, rental house
maintaining by long distance, buying
a couple of houses, moving, jobs – well
life, we/I kind of got side
tracked.
Here in the
Pinehurst-area, we
have a friendly
club called the
“BATS” – British Automobile Touring
Society –
lead by our
informal
leader, your
friendly
dictator. The
dues are steep
– zero! BATS has
$10 in the treasury,
I mean, jar. If you
show up for one of our
monthly outings with the top
up and it is not raining, you are fined a
dollar. September’s meeting was at my
house, with cars gathered in the front
yard, then we rafted up the lake on
pontoon boats for beverage consumption and snacks and to watch the sail
boat race, then it was back to my house
for a cook out, more beverage consumption, and car stories.
Of course, there are still a number
of projects left on the ‘73 B – always
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are. Our friendly BATS dictator, Smoke,
and I are now restoring my ‘66 Sunbeam Tiger MK1A with 289 HiPo and
wide ratio top loader. I learned my
lesson on the B, the body, paint and
metal work is being done by one our
own BATS members, who owns Classic
Coach Restorations, Sam, with both
Smoke and I doing as much of the work
as possible, like stripping the car
of all parts, parts restoration, wielding the sand
paper, and trying to
keep Sam’s hours to a
minimum – wish us
luck on that one!
Life with British Cars, in my
case, has been for
over 41 years. It
is a hobby, partial
life style, great
people and cars. So
after over 160,000
miles on the ‘73,
sign me up for entry
into the 100,000 mile
club and original owner
registries of NAMGBR (of
which I have been a member for
many years).
Safety Fast, Happy Motoring,
just drive them every chance you get
and keep the hood pointing forward.
Although, this was always a problem
in the past with the Tiger…
PS, my mother has never driven
the ‘73 B (did you notice a recurring
theme above on my MGs) and she
never will – this one I plan to keep!
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MGB: The Nation’s Favorite

Midget Register
Photos provided by Bob Swetzer

Classic Car

Bob and Ernie posing before their MG Midgets.
By Bob Swetzer

T

he Midget Register is still growing. What’s more, we have been
able to provide help to Midget
owners who have come up with interesting questions.
One owner of a 1979 Midget 1500
had a problem finding points for his
distributor. He said that he was being told that Midgets of that vintage
had been equipped with electronic
ignition. Talking with my friend and
mechanic, Ernie Pesqueira of Ernie’s
British Cars in Tucson, I learned that
late in the 1500’s life, British Leyland
had indeed come up with an electronic ignition, but that it had proved
defective and was soon recalled. It was
replaced later, but in the meantime
many 1500 owners had installed a

variety of standard distributors. We
were able to recommend the points
that should work in his car, so I hope
he is back on the road.
My Midget is now in Ernie’s shop
for a valve job, and after I have some
repairs done on the front frame sections, I shall be getting ready for Reno
and MG 2011.
Cheers,

The latest MG Midget registrations::
Wesley Burcham—1974 Mk III
Mark Clayton—1977 1500
Ian Machab—1970 Mk III
Stanley Matthews—1976 1500
Dan Rayhawk—1979 1500
Michael Rose—1979 1500
Brad Schultz—1961 Mk I
Tom Shumaker—1976 1500
Nicolas West— 1966 Mk II
David Williams—1977 1500
Bob

MG 2008 - Valley Forge, PA
By Jasper Gerard, Daily Telegraph - UK

(Editor’s note: This article was spotted by Matt Dabney of the Southern California MG Club and sent to me by Ken
Smith. Normally, I don’t re-run articles
from other professional publications, but
this seemed to be really worth sharing.)

I

t’s one of the great myths, up there
with “It won’t seem nearly so bad in
the morning” and “I love you too”:
namely the masculine assertion that
“women just don’t get it about cars”.
Women in my experience, love cars.
But to win the adoration of women

they have to be of a certain vintage
(the cars, not the women!) Which
means they must be classics.
And what of men? Well, we
might dribble on about top speeds
and depreciation values, but we really
buy motors to boost our pitifully low
levels of attractiveness. And as women
so often fall for throaty, open-topped
beasts, shouldn’t everyone risk a dalliance with an older motor? I myself
was led astray aged four, when a family
friend drove my brother and me in his
sublime Jaguar Mk II from Folkestone
to Canterbury in 14 minutes. Through

MG 2001 St. Paul, Minn.
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MGB: Favorite Classic Car

adolescence I developed unrequited
crushes on an Aston Martin DB5 and a
Lamborghini Miura. Since then I consummated passing passions on some
ravishing old beauties, many sadly
stuffed with bondo!
Such then are the experiences I’ll
be sharing in my column on classic
cars, which will also detail the money
rows, infidelities, and tears leading
to messy divorces. Mainly from cars.
Classic have come close to costing me
my marriage. Among all the women
who love big old bangers, there is one
who loathes them – and I’m married
to her! This hatred for cars that break
down on rainy nights (and sunny
mornings) might also extend to other
women whose husbands have been
seduced by a classic.
For it is one thing admiring a
friend’s automotive art, another
to have one in your driveway leaking money faster than Castrol GTX!
46

We should perhaps add to our list of
myths, the assertion that “a classic car
will be an investment”. It won’t! But
for my wife the primary evil of classics
is that they have a propensity to conk
out more alarmingly than David Hasselhoff after a good lunch.
Like on our first date (1973 Daimler Sovereign-Kensington Church
Street – broken fan belt) and with
regularity ever since. If I’d been some
dashing cad like the late Alan Clarke
I’d have removed my date’s stockings
before fashioning them as a makeshift
replacement.
Then taken a look under the
bonnet, however, we waited (and yes
it was raining!) for my close friends in
the RAC Recovery vehicle to arrive.
Since then we’ve had enough disasters
to fill a book on Gordon Brown. A
1976 Triumph Dolomite Sprint with
a head gasket explosion (Hampstead
High Street – my face redder than the
MGB Driver

•

November / December 2010

paintwork) and the 1985 Jaguar XJS
with starting problems in most corners
of Britain. Oh, and as my wife reminds
me, the 1967 Jaguar S-Type over heating at midnight on Romney Marsh, in
the middle of winter, with a baby in
the back. If such husbandly profligacy
were not sufficient, women could
also be put off by some of the strange
people they may encounter in the classic car world.
Which brings us to the MGB, subject of this column, and both my first
car and Britain’s most popular classic.
Nearly half a century after its birth,
this pretty, classless, fun car still defines the British Sports Car, as unmistakably of these shores and black taxi
cabs and rain. As well as cheery drivers
who flash headlights at fellow owners,
they do attract obsessives. A female
friend dumped her boy friend after the
took her for a “whole weekend” of fun
to a car club meeting. Still shaken, she
recounted: “He spent the entire time
polishing his perishing car – in the
rain! And you know the car was a Turd
color – turd I tell you!”
I didn’t like to admit that the MG
crowd was positively normal: if she
wanted adults indulging in loves that
should never speak their name, she
might have hacked out the Morris
Marina Owner’s Club!
Back to the MGB – purists favor
early models with wire wheels but my
young pockets didn’t stretch beyond
a later black GT with rubber bumpers.
Not that this punctured my pride: I
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thought it looked Aston Martin-esque
and I loved the burbling exhaust note,
even if the top speed was only 105
mph. I’d found MGs cool ever since
Joanna Lumley drove a yellow MGB
GT in the New Avengers, and oh! Ever
since the memorable MG adverts featuring young lovelies fingering gearsticks in ways I didn’t quite understand
but realized it was all good.
I only developed doubts about
my love chariot, when I pulled up to
a bar on the King’s Road, only to find
’friends’ cackling heartily: “Parp, Parp,
here comes Toad”! And so inevitably
we parted, as with a girlfriend, one
does so tearfully, but gratefully. Now
that the memories of expensive trips to
the local MG repair dealer have faded –
I wouldn’t mind another!
There are vast numbers of MGBs
out there and bountiful spare parts –
even entirely new bodies. I might even
go for an MGC, that or a later MG V8,
a car so quick a farmer near me outran
the police to avoid being breathalysed.
Next day the local bobby called to say
he would not be bringing charges as
he’d so loved seeing the MGB dance its
escape route through an orchard!
MGBs are a delight and with
summer coming upon us, what could
be lovelier than blasting down a
tree-shaded lane in an early Baby Blue
B ragtop? If your beloved (male or
female) objects, remind them that as
summer passions go, there are less innocent ways to stray…
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Why the Un-Car Show

Ronnie Palmisano, the winner of the Goodwill Trophy or better known as the “Most In Need of
Full Restoration.” Award and trophy on the bonnet, note the tape on the trophy . . . classy.
By Cathy Greensfelder
British Motor Club of New Orleans
Photos: Ronnie Palmisano

B

ack in 1998, we were all talking
about what could we do in the
summer. It’s hot. It’s muggy. No
one wants to be outside or detail
their car, but we wanted to do something. So someone, had this thought:
what if we have a sort of anti-show for

48

MGB Driver

•

all the WORST cars in the club? Don’t
wash and wax, have it in a restaurant,
inside in the A/C. Park the cars outside and just talk about them! So we
decided to do it, hoping no one would
get offended having their car named
“worst” in something.
Richard Wolf had been a member
since 1996 and wanted to get more
involved. He volunteered to put on

Richard Wolf, founder of the UnCar Show.
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Uncar Show

This engine is way too clean for this show.

A show of this caliber is reflected in the variety of proudly displayed beauties that show up.

the event. He found the restaurant,
arranged for them to open just for us,
arranged for a prix fixe menu, got the
street blocked off, and bought ribbons.
Bill Breithoff found the “Goodwill Trophy”. We tell everyone it’s named after
the store where we got it, but really, Bill
dug it out of the back of a closet and artistically broke it. Bill attached a piece
of duct tape to the back and inscribed
the winner in black permanent marker. The trophy was awarded to the car
most in need of total restoration, with
the understanding that the loving cup
would be returned the following year

to be passed on to the next winner.
Then we hoped folks would
come and enter their cars and not get
mad if they got an award. And they
did! In fact, people competed for the
“awards”. During the first couple UnCar Shows, Roy Richardson taped a
yardstick to the side of his TR8 so the
judges could see how long the dent
was. Charlie Ake hauled his car in on a
trailer, no engine, no interior, no top…
Dave Hayden wanted to participate,
but just couldn’t face driving in from
Abbeville (three and a half hours) in
August without A/C. So he drove his

Some of the participants line up for a group photo, or were they just parked in the street.
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red Miata and brought a life-size, cardboard yellow TR6 façade that he put on
the side of the Miata. The cutout car
had real TR6 hubcaps and side mirror.
(We gave him a certificate for “most
in need of being real”!) Peter Braun
started out from Bay St Louis in his
British car, but it broke down just a few
miles out. He had it towed home and
came in his Japanese car. We modified
a Participation Award certificate to be
a Non-Participation Award for him.
When New Orleans was evacuated
for Hurricane Katrina, Ronnie Palmisano made sure he took the Goodwill
trophy with him so it wouldn’t be lost
in the storm!

This year was the 13th Annual
Richard Wolf Un-Car Show for the not
ready for prime time cars. Prizes were
awarded in an assortment of categories
such as: Member most likely to walk
home from the event, Dirtiest Car,
Oil leaks (no more Exxon Valdez, will
probably have a new name this year),
Longest expired brake tag, Largest
dents, Worst wheels, Bad paint, car
with the most duck tape, etc.
The club always buys dinner for
the driver of each car entry, which is
why we get so many “not show quality” British car to the event. It’s a great
way to enjoy food , conversation, our
cars, and A/C in the restaurant.

One last look at Ronnie and his trophy, but that Triumph needs vitamins or something.
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Hi John,
I watch with interest your YouTube
MG transmissions and wondered whether
you can offer some advice. I have a new/
reconditioned engine fitted to my MG.
Prior to fitting both carburetors and
distributor, they were fully renovated. The
car ran well prior to the fitting of the new
engine.
With the new engine in performance
is now poor. It must be down to the new
engine (which was installed by a reputable
company). The car goes pretty well on flat
roads, but under stress will not accelerate
under load.
Basic tuning has been done with
ignition timing, distributor, carburetors,
points and gaps having been checked.
The local garage will now check the valve
timings and the mechanic suspects that
it may be that an incorrect camshaft has
been fitted.
Can I assume that checking the valve
timing will confirm the incorrect camshaft has been fitted? I am told there is a
“blow back” of air (and Petrol?) through
the carburetor as the engine turns over,
can I assume that incorrect camshaft is a
likely cause? What other ways to identify
the problem without taking the engine
apart. What is the best way to proceed?
Thanks for deciding to stay in the
business John. What would we all do
without you! Any comments would be of
great help.
Kind regards, —Peter Deacon
Peter,
I would set the valve lash at
0.015”, but anywhere between
0.012” and 0.015” is fine, as long
as they’re all the same. The timing
MUST be 32-degrees BTDC at full advance. You’ll hit full advance by 4000
rpm so get your guys to connect a
dial-back timing light and ensure
the timing is correct. If they don’t
have a dial-back timing light (with
an advance wheel), then make a new
mark on the front pulley 1.005” in
front of, to the right of, clockwise to,
the original timing mark. This new
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Coordinator
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mark is 32-degrees BTDC and will
line up with the pointer on the timing cover at full advance.
The cam timing MUST BE set
so the #1 inlet valve is fully open at
110-degrees AFTER TDC. For this,
your guys will need a timing wheel
and a dial indicator. There is always
the possibility that the mixture is terribly incorrect.
Do the least complicated, easiest
tasks first!
John,
I read half dozen or more articles
on the tube type rear axle. My 68 B has
a banjo rear end I can hear and see the
play in it. Is it harder to repair then the
tube type? I plain to put new springs and
shocks on when I put the whole thing back
on. The B has had the same suspension
for 15 years. What are the best shocks to
install with a one inch lowered leaf spring?
Thank you, —Marvin Dickenson

I sure wouldn’t lower a 68B. I’d
go for good, sturdy springs that allow the MGB to sit horizontally. The
distance from the ground to the
chrome strip should be the SAME –
side to side, front to rear – as
measured at each wheel. Usually the
left rear leaf begins to sag which
causes the right front of the MGB to
rise. The quality of leaf springs from
all the major suppliers has been dismal. Some are too soft at the get go;
some are too stiff; some look great
for six months and then sag. We sell
a rebuilt pair for $250 that will be
just wonderful. But, again, I’d go for
the original ride height – otherwise
you’ll be purchasing new exhaust
systems and hardware.
Hello Mr. Twist,
Firstly, I am sorry for your loss and
hope you are doing all right. I have lost
those closest to me and it is very hard to go
through, you have my prayers.
On an MGB note, I have a friend
who’s fabricated and modified the oil
pressure cap nut on the side of the engine.
He’s taken the cap nut and drilled/tapped
it and then inserted a bolt, with a nut at
the base to keep it tight - after the adjustment is made. The adjustment screws
down the bolt, through the Cap Nut,
against the spring - to increase oil pressure,
plain and simple. Nothing else is done,
the spring isn’t “uprated” or is the valve
replaced, just reuse the existing parts in an

Marvin!
The banjo rear axle is easier to
repair than the tubed type, that’s
for sure. Slip the half shafts out,
then remove the driveshaft, then
remove the bolts that hold the “pig”
or “Pumpkin” in the diff housing
and out it comes! Most of the banjos
were supplied with very durable copper flat and conical washers behind
the differential and pinion wheels.
All that’s available now, new, are the
phenolic washers for the flat style,
although copper is still available for
the conical ones. This is a good time
to change the seal on the front of the
diff unit, too.
MGB Driver
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engine. What do you think of this set up?
The reason he’s fabricated it is to add a bit
of oil pressure to tired engines. My engine’s
look like this, oil pressure wise: Cold Idle :
75 psi and driving at 75 psi (cool) engine...
then it settles into the hot range. Hot Idle :
35 psi and driving, 60 psi (hot) engine.
He’s used it on a GT owner’s car that
I know and the modification to the
Cap Nut for the oil pressure relief valve
increased the PSI at idle to 45 or so, (when
hot) and driving (when hot) to nearly 75.
(versus 34 and 60 psi). Please let me know
your thoughts, I would appreciate it.
And what is acceptable oil for an
older engine like mine but in good shape?
My engine doesn’t “burn” oil and operates
correctly under all driving conditions. I
have no issues, just want to see if I can
increase lubrication, as I’ve understood,
increased oil pressure for the main bearings and the rod bearings life span. My
engine has 160,000 on the main bearings.
The Rod bearings were replaced 60,000
miles ago – along with rings and a valve
job. She runs very well and power is good
at all ranges. I use Pertronix for my distributor and coil and use HS4’s for carbs –
with zero emissions as well and I installed
an OD last winter/spring, successfully
and this feature really made a significant
difference in cruising I must say.
Thank you again - thanks in advance
for answering my questions and hope to
hear from you soon! —Dan
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Dan,
Thanks for your note. I made
one of these about 20 years ago
for my Austin America. Moss sells a
similar set-up for the XPAG engine.
Your friend’s improvement is a good
one! It DOES make more sense than
the uprated spring in that it’s adjustable (with great difficulty, to be sure,
but adjustable). I do believe many
racers have made these up for their
own engines.
The real question is: what
should the oil pressure be? My
experience is that the engines run
between 60 & 75 psi down the road.
It really doesn’t matter what the
pressure is at idle, but figures of
about 40 lbs are really common. The
oil pressure relief valve controls the
upper end of the oil pressure. My
experience is that the engine bearings are good for about 75,000 miles
under normal use. At that time it’s
best to change the bearings – the
four rods and three of the mains (the
end caps are tied to the engine bearing plates and cannot be removed in
situ. That bearing change, coupled
with new guts for the oil pump, will
allow another 75,000 miles of good
oil pressure.
There are four factors that
determine the condition of the engine: oil pressure, oil consumption,
compression, and condition of the
camshaft. Oil pressure is a function
of the oil pump, the OP relief valve,
and the bearings. Oil consumption
is a function of the PCV system,
the valve guides, and the rings (it’s
always the rings!). Compression is a
function of the valve faces and the
piston rings. Condition of the cam is
the lift at each lobe – factory specs
are 0.265” at each lobe. If the engine
passes all these tests it’s great. Describing an engine as “old” or “tired”
is not a good description of what
may be happening.
I would change your bearings
soonest, for once you pick up dramatic wear (always after a rod knock)
the crank must come out.
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John,
Some time ago, I called you about my
72 MGB/GT that my wife and I had just
returned from Bellville, Ontario, with the
reverse working poorly or not at all. I did
remove the reverse lockout switch per your
direction and oiled in side and the switch
and worked it several times. Put it back
together and low and behold, it worked!
Thanks for the info. The O/D was kicking
out when pulling up a hill on the trip back
from Ontario, but I will leave that for another day. Sincerely, —Joel Hutchins
Joel,
Dealing with the reverse lockout
plunger is a DREAM compared to
the overdrive 3-4 lockout switch. Of
course, you always go for the easiest
things first, and that is the oil level.
If that’s OK, then the problem is,
no doubt, the positioning of the 3-4
lockout switch, located on the top of
the remote control housing. It is the
least accessible electrical component
in the MGB. To gain access:
Remove the gear lever boot and
console. Remove the elliptical plate
on the top of the gearbox tunnel.
Drop the drive shaft at the rear.
Drop the exhaust mounts, center and
rear, and wire the exhaust up.
Drop the cross member from the
bottom of the car.
Kabang! The rear end of the
gearbox falls about 3 inches and hits
a part of the frame.
Hey John,
Just read that University Motors has
restarted. I’m sure that many of your fans/
customers are glad to hear that! We were
all saddened with the loss our Caroline.
Are you up to taking questions, if so,
I have a simple one. I moved the electronic
distributor and coil from a 79 parts B to
my chrome bumpered 74 B. My question/
concern is that the coil is a 6v in what is
in all likelihood, a non-ballasted system.
The car seems to run ok, maybe a little
sluggish at low rpms. Should I change to a
12v?
Thanks, —Bob Runyan
Bob,
If you run the 6v coil (they often
are marked “12 volt, use with 1.8 MGB Driver

•

November / December 2010

2.0 ballast resistor”), then you are
powering it with twice the voltage.
The spark is twice as great, but the
downside is that twice the current is
flowing through the electronic ignition. That will shorten the life of the
electronic ignition. I would simply fit
the original coil.
Hi John,
I have recently become the owner of
a MGA. Let me state upfront that I don’t
know much about cars and less about
MGs. I have been working on fixing her up
for a few weeks now. I actually was able
to get it up and running. However, I am
having a heat issue and that has put me
down an uncertain path.
I have been able to do most of the
work myself but I may have stumbled
across a job that is too big for me.   I think
that the water column is severally clogged.
I can get the coolant to drain from the cylinder block drain tap even after removing
the tap itself.
Today, I decided to remove the cylinder head to get a view from above and this
is what found. It appears that the water
column holes are severely constricted.
When I line up the hole diameters from
the top of the block to the bottom they
don’t come close. One in the center appears totally clogged.
I have been documenting my
progress on a blog that I created. http://
muttsnutsbolts.blogspot.com/. What do
you think? Am I looking at and engine
rebuild? 	 Regards, —Jeff Allen
Jeff,

There are many comments about
overheating MGs. I have a couple of
comments myself which may make
your diagnosis easier, or, perhaps,
more difficult.
All MG engines like to run
around 200F. Modern fuels require
slightly higher temperatures than
the older, leaded fuels. As long as the
engine does not boil over while you
are driving, the engine is not “overheated.”  The thermostat controls the
bottom of the temperature range.
The engine should heat up to that
minimum temp within three minutes
MGB Driver
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or three miles from start. The condition of the radiator and the ambient
air temp control the upper end of the
temperature range. Remember, too,
that the temp gauges are not always
correct. You can always place the
bulb into a pan of water then bring it
to a boil with your torch – expecting
to read 212F on the gauge.
Water pumps never fail to pump.
Radiators hardly ever plug up, but
by running your hand across the face
of the fins you can detect a plugged
tube. BarsLeak and other compounds
can plug up the cooling system. But
if you were able to get the block to
drain from the rear tap, then you are
in an elite group of engine owners –
that drain is “always” plugged.
All blocks and heads are the
same, as far as cooling holes – even
though the gasket has more holes
that either the block or the head.
The chance of some gross mismatch
would be very odd, indeed.
Jeff replies:
Hi John,
Thanks for the reply. Sorry I missed
you today, I didn’t get this email until
later on in the day.
“All blocks and heads are the same,
as far as cooling holes” This is the one
that is really confusing me. After looking at the block and the head today I am
more convinced than ever that some of
the water holes change diameter as they
move from the head to the block. What I
initially mistakenly identified as “blockage” appears not to just be discoloration
on the block where the holes are different
diameters. I have no earthly idea why
that is the case other than some water
thermodynamics that are beyond me.
I still can get the back plug to drain. I
have the plug off, and the head removed,
but no progress on getting it un-plugged so
it will drain that way. Can the engine be
drained completely from the front (radiator)? I have decided that while I have her
apart I might as well take off the water
pump and made sure the impeller is still
there and keyed to the shaft.
My original concern was that this
engine was completely blocked with crud
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and would need to be removed to be hot
tanked. Any other suggestions on how to
get that stubborn drain unplugged would
be greatly appreciated.
Also, since I have the engine apart I
am going to replace the head gasket. Once
I do that, I assume I am going to need to
adjust the valves. I have the tool now but
I am not sure how to advance the motor so
that I can adjust the next step of valves…
—Jeff
Jeff,

Well, after I wrote “all blocks and
heads are the same” I realized that
the very latest MGBs dropped the
cooling holes in the cylinder head,
probably to get rid of an aggravating weeping known to all MGB
engines. But, basically, my statement still stands. There are holes
in the block and head that do not
pass through to another head or
block, but all the holes are in alignment. Why some are used and some
not is beyond my expertise.
I have lots of “rules,” and to
each rule is an exception. Water
pump impellers never spin free
from their shafts, at least not in my
memory. The pump bearings will fail
and the seals will leak, but they never
stop pumping.
I guess I misunderstood your
comment about the rear drain. The
radiator drain will drain the system
down to the bottom of the impeller.
The block drain drains the remainder
of the block. If you want to clear that
hole in the block, remember that
the entrance to the block is at about
11:00 as you face the drain hole. Use
a long Phillips screwdriver (I know,
wrong tool for this use – but really
it works great!). Use one of the rear
water jacket holes and run down
to this valve location, turning the
screwdriver to loosen the silt and
corrosion. You will have to work at
the hole in the side of the block, too,
with a 90-degree pick.
John,
After thoroughly cleaning the top of
the block I was able to determine what I
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first thought was excessive “gunk” in the
water column was in fact discoloration
where the block and head had different
diameters. In some cases, the block is
smaller so the discoloration looked like
blockage to me. In the block there was one
hole in the head (about near the center)
that didn’t have any corresponding hole in
the block. Why, I have no idea, but it did
lead to more anxiety than I had initially
signed up for when I bought her…   I had
visions of a complete engine rebuild /
hot tank session at your shop, hence my
original email…
I was finally able to clear the drain
port at the back. You were correct, a few
good shots in the correct hole above the
port released a deluge of junk out the
drain. After all the fishing from below
that was a welcome site.
At this point I have the water column
pretty clean and I am putting her back together. Saturday is the real test as I should
be back to ground zero and ready to fire
her up… Light a candle for me!
I am new to the MG community and
would just like to say how impressed I am
by the level of help that everyone has been
willing to give. I hope that at some stage
I can gain enough knowledge to also give
back to the next poor sole trying to put one
of these machines back on the road…
For the others on this email. If you
want a good laugh at a rookies expense,
I have been documenting my progress
here… http://muttsnutsbolts.blogspot.
com/.
This weekend’s post should have
me happily back on the road or a picking through a smoking pile of MGA parts
where my shed used to be… —Jeff
Kelvin Dodd of Moss Motors
added a comment:
Jeff,
Don’t worry about the blocked drain
tap at the back of the block. It is normal
for this to fill with crud and it makes no
difference to the cooling of the engine. The
connection to the drain tap is about 1/4”
in diameter and it gets filled with muck
which solidifies. You can clean it out with
the head removed, but the block drains
fully from the radiator hose. Cleaning out
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the passage requires a piece of welding rod
wielded from above and patience. Use the
rod like a drill bit.
To adjust the valves, put the car in
4th gear and push, or pull it. This rotates
the engine. Follow the valve sequence that
is in the workshop manual.
Dear John,
I have had my 1968 MGB for 42
years now and have developed my first
problem with electrics (hard to believe,
right), in that I’m not getting any electrical current to the Map Light switch on the
center console.
The light and flasher gets juice, but
nothing at the Map Light switch. I found
a wiring diagram (several different ones in
fact) and one of them shows the red wire
going to the dash light “on-off switch”,
which is getting electricity and works.
Any suggestions or solutions would
be greatly appreciated ... and many
thanks for all the vidoes that I am downloading for future reference.
Best Regards, —Bob Olach
Bob,
The headlamp switch powers the
parking lights, the dash lights, and
the map light. From the intermediate
position on the headlamp switch, red
wires run to the dash light switch on
the column covers, to the under bonnet – just under the fusebox where
the red wire splits into two and each
side of the car is fused, and to the
map light switch.
It’s hard to believe that the map
light switch is not receiving current. You have removed the console
and used a test light on the red power wire to the map light switch with
the headlamp switch turned to the
parking light position? And there’s
no power there? If so, look under the
dash for connections of red wires in
two-way or four-way Lucas female
connectors.
You can also call during tech
time 1-2pm EST and we can talk
about this some more. Hope this
little bit helps!
Bob replies:
John,
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Yep, no power when the headlight
switch is in the parking light mode ...
which is where I checked it previously, but
when the headlight switch is “full on”, the
map light switch works. So, I bought a new
(Chinese-made) switch from Moss-UK
(they had better / more accurate listings
than Moss-USA) and, interestingly, the
numbering on the back is upside down as
compared to the OEM Lucas switch (nos.
1,2 on bottom; 3 & 4 on top) whereas the
Moss switch is exactly opposite.
So, I thought that I simply hook up
the wires to #1 and #2 terminals and put
the switch in upside down so that the
“light” on the switch points downward.
Guess what? If I do that, when I put the
Map Light switch to the “on” position, I
have to press the top of the switch ... again
exactly opposite of the Lucas switch.
Luckily, I found a used but serviceable Lucas switch and I have several NOS
black bezels on hand, so everything is now
fine.
Best Regards and WELCOME BACK!
—Bob Olach
Hello,
I have a problem on my 1966 MGB,
that have given me a lot of gray hears
lately, I hope that you can give me a hint
what to do, so I can fix the problem. After
driving for 15-20 minutes, when I push
the brake pedal, the rev counter drops to
zero immediately and the fuel gauge starts
to drop to zero, slowly.
When I remove my foot from the
brake pedal, the rev counter starts to read
the engine speed at once again and the
fuel gauge start slowly to raise to read the
correct fuel level. If I drive on, the turn
signal stops working, then, after a some
more time, the windscreen wipers and
the heater fan stop working as well. If I
then remove one wire from the brake light
switch, the rev counter and fuel gauge
work normally, but the turn signal, windscreen wipers and heater fan do not. If I
connect the two wires from the brake light
switch, the brake light glows as normal
and the rev counter and fuel gauge works
as normal too.
If I put the ignition on when the car
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is cold, I do not get the problem even, after
trying for over an hour continually, with
the brake switch connected. Using brake
pedal, fan, turn signal, wipers – over and
over again.
I had an idea that heat is a part of the
problem. Today, I drove the car for about
120 miles in one trip, with one of the wires
disconnected from the brake light switch
from the start. All the way the rev counter,
fuel gauge, turn signal light, windscreen
wipers, and heater fan worked as normally when I tested them. When I came back
to my garage, I connected the wire in the
brake light switch, the one that had been
disconnected on the trip. The brake light
worked normally and all the others did as
well. So now I think that the heat from the
engine does not play a role in the problem.
I have done the following things: two
winters ago I mounted a completely new
wiring harness. After the problem started,
I checked all the earth (ground) connections, made a new ground connection to
both of the back lamps, checked the light
bulb boots, checked the wiring harness
for melted or burned wires, checked all
the connectors in the wiring harness for
corrosion. I have changed the brake light
switch, fusebox, fuses, bulbs, and voltage
stabiliser.
All the time when the car is cold, the
electrics worked normally, but after some
minutes, the problem starts. Do you have
an idea of what can make this problem ?
Sincerely, —Atle Grimstad
Loddefjord, Norway
Atle,
I believe the problem lies with
dirty connections, probably at the
fusebox. When you called yesterday
you said that you had installed a
new fusebox – but I suggest that you
pinch the terminals that hold the
fuse, perhaps fit a new fuse, and refit

the green wires on the rear side of
the bottom fuse.
Apparently, the current drawn
from the brake lights is enough to
worsen a high resistance connection. Since the car does not stumble
or fail to run, it’s not on the white
side (the unfused side) of the ignition system. I’m sure the problem lies
in the fusebox or in a connection of
the green wires at a four-way Lucas
female connector.
Hi John,
I’m having trouble starting my 61
MGA. Cold start needs a little spray in the
carbs but will start. The problem is starting when the engine is hot, it doesn’t even
spark. Any suggestions?
Thanks, —Steve
Steve,
The most common cause of hard
starting is the failure of the jets to
drop far enough to achieve a rich
mixture. Have your associate pull the
choke out as far as you do and watch
the jets in the carbs. They should
drop at least 1/4-inch. If they don’t,
then lubricate all the associated linkages with oil and exercise them with
the choke cable until you can get
them really moving. The choke cable
usually comes out of the dash by at
least two inches.
If the jets are moving correctly,
then I would put my money on a
faulty coil. This would explain your
hot start problem. But… hot start
problems are usually caused by boiling gasoline in the float bowls. There
is little you can do about it except
develop a technique that allows
you to get the engine running and
then wait the thirty seconds or so
until it smoothes out. I usually hold
the throttle all the way to the floor
and spin the engine over until it
starts. Then I’ll work the throttle
until I can get several thousand
RPM. The wash of the air across the
carbs apparently cools them down.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query; you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com or call during his technical hour of 1-2pm
Eastern, Monday-Friday.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith

P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf

P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry

538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Mike Grieco
2402 Sylvan Ave.
Wilmington, Delaware, 19805
Phone: 302-998-4514
E-mail: griecoma@hotmail.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge

930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox

998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan

11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
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2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

lbcnut@aol.com

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters
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Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send
ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO
63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to
refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1974 MGB – Red, very dependable. Removable

hardtop, body nearly perfect; $2000 in new parts
from Moss, most still in box; substantial inventory
of used parts including an overdrive transmission;
$7000 cash takes it all. (760) 245-4186 or
unorouge@aol.com CA		
111210

1973 MGB – partially restored. Transmission,
motor, body work, and painting all completed. For
more info, contact Tom Kail (317) 557-5526 or
kailassoc@sbcglobal.net IN		
111210
1973 MGB – Mechanically the car is in excellent

condition; 20k on complete rebuilt engine. New
top, three tonneau covers, and a hardtop. The
interior is in fair shape, has bad spot on dash.
$6500 – Jim Lively (405) 391-5544 OK
111210

1979 MGB LE – Black with 111K genuine milages,

too many goodies to list. Perspective buyers should
e-mail doug@mgbmga.com requesting a return
e-mail informational file (1 MB). Price $8500 obo
– Doug Jackson, (415) 472-1493 CA
111210

1973 MGB – 2nd owner, 75k actual miles; original

sale papers – always stored inside. New overdrive
transmission, Weber carb, gas tank, fuel pump,
drive shaft, clutch, master cylinder, front end
rebuilt, new top and tonneau, partial new interior,
new tires – no rust. All work done by MG specialist, just needs a new driver. $10,500 Wayne McClain at (317) 215-4788 IN
091010

1973 MGB/GT – Red/black with overdrive –

excellent, dependable driver that can take you
anywhere; Many new or rebuilt parts: kingpins,
suspension, brakes, wire wheel hubs, wheel bearings, rear end, springs, carbs, distributor, interior,
Ansa exhaust, Hella headlights; $7000 firm. Dave
Kercheval at doceyes153@aol.com or (317) 8859168 IN
		
091010

1980 MGB LE – Black, 84k miles, all original with
overdrive; body in good shape, motor runs well;
regularly serviced; dust cover included; garaged
during inclement weather and stored winters $5,500 obo. Bob Downs (231) 723-8209 or sundowns@charter.net MI
070810

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

1969 MGC/GT Automatic - 27k miles. Very

original, very clean, great condition. New brake
boosters, pads, nice interior, good glass, new paint
by previous owner. Best offer. Jon Masley (651)
335-2372 or mgsafetyfast@comcast.net MN 070810
1980 MGB LE – Black/Beige. Excellent condition, no rust, overdrive, dual HIF carb conversion
(original carb and manifolds included), Completely
rebuilt 1800 balanced engine (.040 over), stainless
steel exhaust, new wiring harness, and all LE
original accessories. Everything works perfectly.
90XXX miles on chassis. Ready to drive anywhere! Asking $10,500.  Rich Berger at uca57mga@aol.com HYPERLINK “mailto:uca57mga@
aol.com” \o “blocked::mailto:uca57mga@aol.com”
or 636-532-3075
MO
070810
1965 MGB – Tartan Red/Black w/white piping;
Mk I Chrome Bumper with overdrive; rare pull
handles; roll bar and in excellent condition; brand
new clutch, radiator, and speedometer cable. I
have been the owner for the last 20 years. Car had
been restored and all repair work is documented
and performed by All British Car Repair. $10,000 Mike Fishman (314) 453-0331
or sultanofsamba@hotmail.com     MO
70810
1969 MGB/GT - BRG/black - Fully restored
interior and exterior; garage kept; registered in PA
with antique plates. No rust. Runs well. $8500 obo.
Alan Petroski (570) 574-0039
or alanpetroski@hotmail.com
PA
070810

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2010
• Nov 5-7............. MG Jamboree, Homosassa Springs, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Nov 21.............. MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • www.VintageMG.com

2011

• Feb 27............... British Swap Meet, Chicago, IL • www.chicagolandmgclub.com/swapmeet
• April 8............... GOF South, Weeki Wachee, FL • www.gofsouth.com
• April 8-10.......... Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• June 10-12......... Glenwood Springs Rallye, Glenwood Springs, CO • http://mgcc.org
• Sept 24............. MG on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimore.com

• Jun 12-18, 2011........MG 2011, Reno, NV; www.mg2011.com

MG 2010 at night in the underground garage.

WANTED

Parts for MGTF restoration – Need Trip Odometer
reset cables, button and associated hardware for a
1955 MG TF. Contact Ed Boyer at (269) 668-7612,
or e-mail at eboyer3@verizon.net. Referrals to
other possible sources also appreciated.
050610
1967 MGB – BRG/tan/tan – Robbins cloth
top, hard top, Dayton wire wheels, documented
$17,000 in restoration, multi-show winner, great
driver – last of the Mark I classics. $14,000;
Charline Moon (828) 692-5153 NC
050610

PARTS FOR SALE

MG Literature: Substantial quantity of post 1980

MG/Rover literature including several press packs
for MG Metro, MGF, EXE, MGZT & ZTT, MG ZR.
Also 70 press photographs of post Abingdon MG
models. First $80 (to be donated to breast cancer
research) plus shipping, takes the lot. Too much
stuff! Contact Ken Smith: kensca@cox.net 111210
Air Conditioning – complete dealer installed unit.
Fits under dash of a late model MGB;
$700 includes shipping in lower 48. Bill Holmes
(970) 485-9734 CO			
070810

Seated from the left; Alan Magnuson, Jim Schulte, and Terry Allen have a beer while the hotel
guard is having a fantasy. Kim de Bourbon, polishing her car with both hands “Wax on, wax
off.” Eventually the guys gave her a hand polishing the car. The guard was asked to leave.
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