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Chairman’s Chat

The Editor’s View
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The Inside Line

his year is flying by! It’s hard to
believe that March is already here
and that before we know it, many
of us will be heading to Belleville, Ontario for MG 2010. This year’s convention is promising to be a massive show
with one of the largest turnouts of
MGBs, Midgets, and 1100/1300s this
side of an All-Register event. I hope
you’re able to make it. If you’ve never
been to one of our annual conventions
before, this event will show you what
all the fuss is about!
Now on to some very sad news… It
is with a heavy heart that I must report
the passing of John Twist’s lovely
wife, Caroline Robinson. Caroline
was instrumental in getting the North
American MGB Register off the ground
and was our first MGB Registrar. Thousands of MG enthusiasts have met
or corresponded with Caroline over
the years as she worked with John at
University Motors and helped organize
their famous UM Summer Parties. I
know I speak for everyone when I give
my sympathy to John and his family
during this sorrowful time. She will be
missed!
Lastly, driving season will soon
be here. That means you’ll be dusting
off the car and getting it ready for the
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Robert
Rushing
Editor
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road or pushing to finish that longterm restoration project in time for the
summer shows. Hopefully some of the
articles in this issue will help you do
just that and get you moving towards a
fun-filled summer.
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On the Covers
Front: Jeff Schlemmer from
Advanced Distributors. Guru of
all that is Distributor
Back: Driving in the Pennsylvania country side sometimes you
may find Mennonites’ one horse
wonders. Makes a great contrast
of old and much older.

By Peter Mittler, Vice Chairman MG 2010

t is hard to believe that spring is
almost here and that soon, for those
of us living in the colder climates
we can start to turn our thoughts to
getting the MGB or Midget back out
on the road. Here in the Mid-Atlantic
area, the winter of 2009-10 has been
harsh. I am ready for some top down
weather and car shows! How about
you?
There are many great MG events
being held around the US and Canada
this year. A lot of these shows are being
organized by one of NAMGBR’s local
chapters. Please support these events
by attending either as a participant or
spectator. A listing of some of major shows can be found on the back
pages of the MGB Driver. Another good
source of car show listings is put together by Jeff Zorn and can be viewed
on his website at www.lbcarco.com.
Our 18th Annual Convention,
MG 2010, hosted by the MG Car Club
of Toronto will be held in Belleville,
Ontario, from June 23 - 27. The registration form is now available on line
at www.mg2010.com. Some of you
may have tried to make reservations
at the host hotel only to find out that
it is now completely booked. Don’t be
put off by that, there are lots of other
accommodations in the area. These
can be found by going to the MG 2010
website and by going to the City of Belleville website at www.city.belleville.
on.ca/Discover%20Belleville/Accommodations.

Richard
Liddick
Chairman
NAMGBR
MG 2010 is shaping up to be one
of the best MG events this year and
one of the biggest NAMGBR conventions ever. I need remind you that, you
must have a passport enter Canada
and get back into the USA. If you do
not have one, you need to start working on getting one now. Passport applications can be obtained at most post
offices and many of the major drug
chains are now processing passport
photos at half the price of what the
post offices charges.
In closing, I would like to ask each
of you to help grow the Register by
getting a new member. I am sure that
many of you know another MGB or
Midget owner that is not a member. If
you can part with it, give them a copy
of an old MGB Driver and tell them
about our conventions, the service recommendation directory, and regional
meets. Put a membership application
in their hand.
Safety Fast!!!

Richard

By Steve and Diane Kirby, San Diego MG Club
1974 MG Midget owned by Ryan and Annie Kubanoff ,
Yardley PA. This is a daily driver! Ryan is driving.

By Danny Jacob, Piedmont British Motor Club
By Jeff Schlemmer, Advanced Distributors
By Barry Rosenberg, Peachtree MG Club
By John Twist, Technical Coordinator
MGB Driver
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Vice Chairman’s Notes

From the Treasurer

hanks to all the clubs who have
updated their information by
submitting a Club Re-Affiliation
Form to NAMGBR. We have 95 clubs
on our roster and more than half have
“re-upped” so far by sending their
info. If your club has NOT yet re-affiliated, please do so ASAP, otherwise, I’m
going to have to start pestering you for
it. It’s a very simple thing, now that we
have the form online. Just go to: www.
namgbr.org/chapapp.htm, then click
on the Chapter Re-Affiliation link.
That’s all there is to it.
CLUB TIPS: As I go through the
annual task of getting club information up-to-date, a couple of things
have crossed my mind; things that
clubs can do to make things easier for
themselves, and for people – such as
potential new members – who are trying to get in touch.
1) Find a way to keep you website
up to date. I don’t have to tell you that
the Internet is THE way people find
out about stuff these days. If your website hasn’t been updated since 2006
(and you know who you are), I implore
you to find a way to get this done. You
may have to pay someone at least a
nominal fee. You could be the most
active, fun-loving club around, but
if your event calendar still lists 2008
events and it is 2010, a visitor is going
to assume you’ve gone defunct.
There are a lot of free and inexpensive online programs you can use
that enable almost anyone to handle
the tasks associated with maintaining
your site. One that comes to mind is
Google Calendar. Just sign up for a free
account, start a calendar online, and
then embed the code in your website.
Voila! Your website now has a clean,
easy to read and professional looking
calendar. Even better, when an event’s
date is past, it disappears. It’s easily
done, and once it’s done, anyone who
has your password can add or edit club
events on the Google calendar, and it
gets updated on your website automatically. It has some great features;
too, like letting you send invitations
6

reetings to you as spring is
emerging from the cold and
dark of winter. Hope you and
your MG car club friends have enjoyed
each other’s company at club meetings, a transportation museum, a Super Bowl Party, or a Mid-Winter Blahs
Party! To paraphrase Robert Frost:
The winter snows are bright
and deep. But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.
Processing membership applications and renewals never stops. We
have several hundred members,
including those who joined during our
first year of 1990-91 whose renewals
come due in the winter quarter.
As you are setting up your 2010
vacation schedule, hope you are plan-

G
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Kim de Bourbon
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
and reminders to your members.
Then there’s Google’s online
photo album service, called Picasa.
Also free. If you embed the code for
your album into your website, anyone can upload photos to it, and then
you’ve got an online album, or even a
slideshow. I’m not pushing Google …
except it looks like they’re taking over
the world, and they do have so many
great web features available. (And did I
mention free?)
2) Establish permanent club
email addresses through your website.
Most webhosts allow you to have any
number of unique e-mail addresses
through your site. If your club website
is www.mgbclub.com, for instance,
set up an “info@mgbclub.com” email, and then have it automatically
forward to whoever in the club should
handle incoming e-mails. Whenever
that contact person changes, change
the address that “info@” forwards to,
but “info@mgbclub.com” remains a
constant on your site. (Also, it helps
protect your personal email from
spammers.)
3) Establish a P.O. Box for club
mail. This isn’t always convenient,
especially if your club is geographically large and the person appointed to
handle the mail keeps changing, but
it’s another good way to establish your
club with some permanence, so give it
some thought.
If you’ve got questions on any of
this, or want other ideas on how to
keep your website going, get in touch.
I’m NAMGBR’s liaison to affiliated
clubs. You can reach me at vicechairman@namgbr.net, or phone me at
570-994-5748, any time.
Kim
MGB Driver
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Alan
Magnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR
ning to attend MG 2010 in Belleville,
Ontario or one of the many MG/British events listed in our 2010 Event
Schedule in the inside back cover of
the MGB Driver. The NAMGBR Executive appreciates your enthusiasm for
MGs and your continued membership
in your local club and NAMGBR.

Alan

North American MGB Register
Balance Sheet Summary
As of January 22, 2010
Total
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts

84,237.38

Accounts Receivable

32.00

Other Current Assets

0.00

Total Current Assets

$

84,269.38

TOTAL ASSETS

$

84,269.38

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
0.00

Accounts Payable
Total Current Liabilities

$

Total Liabilities

$

MGB Driver
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0.00
84,269.38

Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES AN EQUITY

0.00

$

84,269.38
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The MGB Registrar

From the Secretary
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Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
made arrangements for your dues payment, remember it could still be being
processed. Continue to invite prospective new members to join us.
The backbone of our organization
is our local clubs. Please participate in
their events and support those local
clubs – they help keep our hobby alive!
We are indeed fortunate to have these
active clubs and volunteers working to
host NAMGBR events. As you determine your event calendar for 2010,
mark your calendar to attend MG 2010
in Belleville, Ontario, Canada. The
MG Car Club of Toronto has worked
very hard to put together an event that
we can all enjoy.
To those clubs that recently submitted their online club re-affiliation
forms – Thank You! We would appreciate you completing the online reaffiliation form when there are officer
changes. Just go to www.namgbr.org,
fill in the form, and send it to us. We
are rapidly reaching our goal of updating all club information thanks to Kim
de Bourbon.
On a closing note, I would like to
pass along my continued thoughts and
prayers in support of John Twist and
family due to the departure from this
world of a true NAMGBR supporter –
Caroline Robinson. We all remember
her contributions to the Summer Parties and her support to NAMGBR over
the years. She will be missed and never
be forgotten, as she was a dedicated
“Enthusiast”!
As always, feel free to contact me
if you have any questions or need assistance. Hope to see you at some future
event.
Denny
MGB Driver
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ello again, and for all of you
back East we trust you have
thawed out from the horrendous weather we see on TV as I write
this! You should by now be able to get
the MGB out of the shed and get some
spring sunshine in your bones!
Mixed bag of items this time and
I’ll start with a note I had from Gerhard Maier an old friend of mine from
the Black Forest, who, while owning
a rare MG K3, has recently purchased
a 1973 MGB out of California. Damask Red in color, VIN # GHN5UD
312301G. It came rust-free but bearing
a parking sticker from the University
of the Pacific valid until 1979. Where
is this University is the question – any
ideas? The photo shows Gerhard’s wife
Barbel doing a bit of wrench work on
the car! Some of you may recall that
Gerhard was responsible for staging
the famous Hausach MG meets in the
late 70’s and early 80’s. These were
held every three years, in the orchard
of his winery, and attracted MGs from
across the European continent, up to
400 cars the last time it was held! A
full program of events included a car
show, rallies, driving tests, and other
activities culminating in a super dinner under the big tent which had been
decorated with MG signs. These were
made by the townspeople of Hausach

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
over the winter months and provided
a great backdrop to the diners as they
feasted on typical German fare complemented with wine from Gerhard’s
cellars. They don’t have meetings like
that any more! At a later date I’ll give
you a heads up in these pages, on what
went down 30 years ago in Germany.
Where have all the LE’s gone? I
heard from my Dutch correspondent
Rob de Joode who sent me a listing of
no less than 28 Limited Edition MGBs
which now reside in the Netherlands!
We profiled Rob’s latest acquisition in
the Jan/Feb MGB Driver and we thank
him for his input. Speaking of Limited
Edition MGBs, we just received our
400th entry on the LE database! We’ll
never find them all but we are making
progress!
A follow up to my question about
the Beatles and MGBs. Adrian Goodenough tells me that when they rePhoto provided by Ken Smith

hat do we, as owners, do during these long winter months?
I, for one, find myself gathering sale bills from distributors, shopping for needed parts, updating the
club web sites, looking out the window
for signs of spring, spending time starting and repairing the cars, and most
importantly planning my driving season events. Over the last few years, the
start of the season for me has always
been the Chicagoland MG Car Club’s
Auto Jumble, held at the DuPage county fairgrounds in Wheaton, Illinois.
This year’s was held February 28. Held
since 1997, it offers everyone a great
opportunity to find British car parts for
most makes and models. Thanks to all
NAMGBR members for stopping by our
booth, I always enjoy meeting you!
When was the last time you updated your NAMGBR e-mail address? If
you have recently changed your e-mail
address, we need that update. In order
to stay in touch with our members we
utilize e-mail frequently. Over the last
few months, we have noticed numerous bounced e-mails due to address
changes. If you changed your e-mail
host or reconfigured your address, we
would appreciate hearing from you.
Please take the time to let us know and
to make sure that your computer is set
up to receive e-mails from us. We do
not make available any of our member
information, so you do not have to
worry about us sharing your e-mail or
membership information.
I am pleased to announce that our
membership increased in 2009 by two
hundred and eighty new members.
We reached our peek membership
during MG 2009. We continue to
strive to maintain over two thousand
active members. To members that have
remained active for many years; we
appreciate your continued support.
We will continue to work hard to get
everyone reminders regarding membership expiration so you do not miss
any of your Driver magazines. If you
should happen to receive more than
one reminder and you have already

Santa Claus is Tuning Barbel Maier

MGB Driver
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MGB Register
turned to England after their first trip
to the States, George Harrison ordered
a Tartan Red MGB roadster. Lots of
attention was paid to this car and once
the girls at the MG Factory found out
who it was for they started going to the
paint shop and leaving little notes for
George, all around, hidden in the car!
It got so bad that Jack Butler, the paint
shop foreman, ordered the car to be
hidden behind one of the paint ovens,
where the girls were not permitted to
go! It’s snippets like this that make this
task so worthwhile!
Guy Maathuis in Luxembourg
sent me a link to a site which lists all
the film and TV series that MGs ever
appeared in. I am asking Robert if he
can include this link in this report so
you can all access the information.
(http://www.imcdb.org/vehicles_
make-MG.html?PHPSESSID=49abb55
7f0879534aaaff4d2e3e2bedd).
I also received an update and new
photos of the Sebring MGBs owned by
Ralph Zbarsky up in Vancouver, but
this story will have to wait until the
next issue!
Finally new registrations received

1974½ MGB Registrar

since the last listing – thanks to all
who registered and do it now – if you
haven’t done so already, and please
complete the whole form. If you don’t
have the engine # or commission #
then just put “No data”. Also make
sure your e-mail address is up to date.
I have tried to contact several recent
registrants only to be told that the email address they gave me is no longer
valid!

Scott Perry
1974½ Registrar

Gary McCloud - 80 MGB LE
Sterling Ellis - 80 MGB LE
Steve Butner - 69 MGB/GT
Gerry Neville - 72 MGB
Larry Norton- 73 MGB & 73 MGB/GT
Steve Byboth - 66 MGB
John Farrenkopf - 73 MGB
Thom Couch - 80 MGB LE (# 400 on the LE
database!)
Thom Couch - 71 MGB
John Burrows - 73 MGB
Norm Mouldey - 64 MGB
Peter Deamicis - 74 1/2 MGB/GT
Wayne Keil - 74 1/2 MGB
Jerry & Ruth Peters -73 MGB
Ted Schneider - 74 MGB
Ron Ashcroft - 63 MGB
Douglas Cargo - 80 MGB LE

Drummond’s MGB

I

That’s it for now – have a great
driving season!

Ken

Photo provided by Ken Smith

’ve had a nice response to the recent
articles about the 1974 1/2 Register.
Thanks to all those who contacted
me, there definitely seems to be a
buzz of interest and loyalty for these
unique cars. I’ll get around to including everyone in these installments as
space provides. I encourage those of
you who have a ‘74.5 to drop me a note
and some photos on your progress or
even lack thereof. If you’re like me it’s
an ongoing “work on it while driving
it” proposition. I’ve recently added a
“sunshine roof” to my car which was
a big milestone in the restoration. One
of these days I’ll tackle those doglegs
and other bits and bobs from the growing project list.
Bill Goggins from Bellingham,
Washington, sent me a note about
both of his ‘74.5s. He’s had his roadster since ‘96 and recently acquired a
GT. The latter, being restored for his

Sebring MGB now owned by Ralph Zbarsky
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Apgar’s MGB
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wife, will benefit from a Borg Warner
Automatic transmission. Since it was
sourced from an Austin Marina, he’s
hoping it’ll be a fairly simple boltup item. Also in the plans are power
steering, air conditioning, and a Moss
supercharger! It’ll be a very special car
when done, please keep us updated
Bill.
This came in from Bob Agar in
Green Valley, Arizona: “Good morning Scott, I just finished reading your
article in the latest issue of MGB Driver,
which I devour every time it arrives.
‘The Mistress’ has been with me for
about two years now. I purchased my
‘74.5 roadster from the second owner
who had her from 1976. She has just
over 46,000 miles on the clock and
purrs like a kitten. Her garage mate is
a ‘53 TD named ‘Myrtle Anne’.  She’s
pretty much factory original with the
exception of the Weber carb conversion. Her color was originally Tundra,
but underwent a professional color

Goggin’s MGB
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Letters to the Editor

1974½ MGB Register

Photo provided by Ken Smith

Goggin’s transmission.

Sher work in progress.

change to BRG several years ago. The
original interior is Autumn Leaf and is
in excellent condition. I use Seat Savers most of the time to avoid the ‘thigh
fry’ from the Tucson sun. I drove it
to Breckenridge, CO and back for MG
2009.”
Lawrence Sher wrote in from San
Diego with some details on his GT. It’s
a resto-custom with body color
bumpers, Minilites, stripes, and a full
leather interior sourced from the UK.

A lot of work went into this one and I’d
like to do a more in-depth feature on
it in the future. Rick Drummond from
Toronto, Canada, sent a photo of his
super clean GT. He’s happy to see and
be a part of the resurgence of the ‘74.5
register. I agree wholeheartedly! Linda
Lamontagne from “Vacationland”
Maine shared her show-ready roadster
with us as well. Now that would be a
fun place to cruise around in a B!
Until next time...
Scott

Hi Robert,
Knowing your interest in rallies, I
thought you might be interested in a few
photos I got from Holland. It is a 1980
Limited Edition MGB, owned by Ed Zwiers who is very active in the MG Car Club
of Holland.
Notice the Tripmaster in the cockpit
and a rather serious back-up light cunningly mounted in the square hole of the
original reversing light. This can be removed and the car is back to original spec!
Ed also fitted a cockpit wind deflector – a
really nice looking “stealth” LE MGB!
Also, you wouldn’t know it, but Ed
bought a used rear rubber bumper from
someone who converted a rubber bumper
B to a chrome bumper spec. He cut out a
piece and refurbished it like original with
a cut-out so he can have the registration

Sher with daughter with their MGB.
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plate mounted under the bumper! Notice
the clever use of the St George’s and St
Andrews flags in the original license plate
holes.
If you use these photos give credit
to my good friend Rob de Joode – he has
found me no less than eight more Limited
Editions in Holland! —Ken Smith
Thanks Ken – I really like some of
the gear on this car and some of the
modifications Ed made. Very nice!
Robert,
I am writing to make my fellow
members aware of a new service offered
by the Registry as well as to commend our
Treasurer, Alan Magnuson, for his dedication and diligence in carrying out his
responsibilities. I’ll set the scenario.
It was approximately 7 pm, Sunday
November 22. My wife and I had just
finished dinner, when the phone rang.
Looking at caller ID I did not recognize the
number and was content on letting the
answering machine do its job. However,
after four rings a little voice inside me told
me to answer. To my surprise it was Alan
Magnuson, Treasurer of NAMGBR.
He informed me that he was processing my membership renewal and was having trouble with my credit card number.
Every time he entered the number it was
rejected. I responded that I was very sure
that I had adequate credit line and that
there should be no difficulty. However,
13

Letters to the Editor

Vincent – thanks for the feedback and thanks to Alan for taking
the extra step!

14

Well, guys, that was a great thing
you did – I’m just glad you let us be a
part of it!
Robert,
I just got the new edition of MGB
Driver. A photo was inadvertently credited
to me that was taken by our fellow MGB
enthusiast Carl French. He took the
picture of his car in front of Webb Motors
in Roanoke, Virginia. It’s a great picture
Carl. Well done!
I highly recommend that y’all join the
North American MGB Register if you’re
not already a member. —Jim Godwin

Bob’s beauties in his carport.

By Bob Agar

I

I kind of stole that off the MGB
Experience board, but I appreciate
Jim promoting the Register and I
hope that Carl doesn’t mind that I
gave his credit away.
Photo provided by Alan Magnuson

Dear NAMGBR,
Thank you for selecting Midwest
MGA Car Club for your 2009 Special
Award for the MG Warrior Project. When
we launched the effort to secretly restore
an MGB for a very deserving US Soldier,
we did so with the hope that other MG
owner/drivers, as well as other LBC owners, shared our feelings.
We were really amazed at how many
of you there were out there who did share
our beliefs… and responded with support,
parts, and financial recourses to help
make it all possible. We only wish more
who contributed to the project could have
been with the 100+ LBC owners, when we
were privileged to give the car back to John
and Heather. The emotion was running
knee deep, the American flags were whipping in the breeze, and more than one of
us had tears in our eyes… What a day for
all of us!
We’d also like to thank The Midwest
MGA Club, NAMGAR, the Wichita All
British Car Club, Kansas City All British

I’ve Must Have Been . . .
All photos provided by Bob Agar

to alleviate the problem I gave Alan my
Master Card information.
Upon hanging up, I immediately
called Visa to see what was the problem. To my shock and dismay, it turned
out that Visa detected some fraudulent
activity on my account consisting of an
attempted cash advance request in El
Salvador. In response, Visa put a hold on
my account.
Needless to say, without Alan taking the time to make the extra effort to
contact me on a Sunday evening, I could
have been unaware of the situation. My
membership would have lapsed and I
could have experienced greater embarrassment the next time I used the Visa card
in public. Kudos to Alan and thank you
NAMGBR for adding credit card fraud
detection to the incredible list of member
benefits – keep up the good work!
Safety Fast!! —Vincent Calarco

Car & Motorcycle Club, Kansas City
Triumph Car Club, Kansas City MG Car
Club, Long Motors-Victoria British Ltd,
Midwest Auto Sound, and a host of other
individuals and companies for their help
and support. This would have been impossible without their combined efforts.
Thanks again! —Bill Young, Steve
Olson, Bill Davidson, Bob Knight, and
Don Bonar – the MG Warrior Team

2009 Good Samaritan of the Year
Paul Diershow with Alan Magnuson.
MGB Driver
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must have been conceived in a
rumble seat ‘cause I’ve been a car
nut since birth. I can remember as
a young boy being able to identify, by
make, year, and model, every car we
passed on the highway. And since it
was amusing to me to do so, I figured it
was probably just as amusing to adults.
Such is the logic that has guided me
through life as a car nut.
My earliest exposure to British
sports cars was the Triumph TR3 that
my much older cousin, Jim, drove to
college. One turn around the block in
that wide open, rackety little roadster
and I was hooked for life. By the time
I reached driving age I was ready to
take the plunge. My father, however,
thought better of the idea of his teenage son racing about in that kind of
accident-waiting-to-happen. His insurance premiums for a male teen driver
might have had something to do with
his thinking. Go figure. So I drove my
trusty and rusty ’51 Ford through my
high school years and then enlisted
MGB Driver
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in the Air Force. My plan was to buy
that coveted British sports car and
travel Europe in style. The Air Force
had other plans, but being on military
bases has a way of exposing one to all
sorts of exotic cars and I soon acquired
my first TR3 in Texas. My roommate
totaled it within months and put me
afoot until my return from a tour
in Korea in ’64. Life’s hard lessons
learned.
It was while on leave in my native
Iowa, between Korea and a stateside
assignment that I happened upon a ’62
Sprite. This was a very nice, well-caredfor little car that a local British car
mechanic had on consignment and
I couldn’t buy it fast enough. A short
time later I was off to South Carolina
with my duffle bag containing all my
worldly possessions stashed behind
the seats. My parents thought I was
nuts, but I never enjoyed a trip more
than that leisurely drive through the
Smokey Mountains to Carolina.
I finally sold the Sprite in favor of
something with a little more power…
my first MG. I found a beautiful blue
15

Reader’s Rides

I must have been . . .

Photo provided by Lou Allocco

Bob and his ‘B at Salt River.

MGA roadster in North Carolina, and
failing in my quest for a Big Healey,
“settled” for the MG. It was the start of
a long relationship with the marque
that I still enjoy today. When I left the
Air Force, the MG and I returned to
Iowa where I had the same mechanic
who sold me that Sprite do a complete
mechanical rebuild. A local body shop
brought the body to pristine condition
and applied a new pale yellow finish. That MG and I managed to finish
college before parting company for a
“more practical” form of transportation to carry me off to Kansas City
and my career. It was to be some time
and many American cars later before I
returned to my beloved Brits.
In the late 70’s I found myself
back in Iowa and working for a local
retailer when (remember that local
mechanic and the Sprite?) I decided I
could afford a “fun car”. As fate would
have it, he had a ’72 MGB that he
would part with and I just happened to
have enough money to part with, and
that was that. It was orange and I was
tickled pink! I owned, drove, and loved
that MG for over twenty-five years. It
went with me from town to town, state
16

to state, until I retired to Arizona. During my stint in KC, I also temporarily
acquired another Triumph…a GT-6,
and a Frogeye Sprite, and became quite
active in the local British Car Clubs. I
reluctantly parted with the orange B
in Kansas City, willing it to a young
couple just as enamored with Brits
as I had been at that age. It was a sad
parting, however, and for the first time
in memory I was without a Brit in the
garage.
Retirement leaves old men with
altogether too much free time and
southern Arizona provides entirely
too many sunny days that beg for a
top-down roadster. I found a ’73 MGB,
joined the local Brit club, and was off
on another love affair. After several
fun-filled years, the ’73 B went to a
friend in Iowa who loves MGs almost
as much as I do. He too was entering
into a second childhood. The ’73 B
was soon replaced by a 74-1/2 B and
now that has been joined by a ’53 TD.
My carport runneth over, my bank account runneth under, but I am still in
love with MGs and the joy of driving
back roads topless at every opportunity.
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Meg & Lou in Daphne
By Lou Allocco
Portland, Oregon

L

ike so many, my love for “Little
British Cars” began in high school
when I stumbled upon a 1968
Austin-Healey Sprite. I didn’t know
much about them, but so enjoyed that
car! Leaving to serve our country at
age18, however, left only one option:
sell it.
Nearly 30 years later, I got “the
bug” once again. Now that our daughter graduated college and embarked on
her own career, it was time to rejoin
the ranks of LBC enthusiasts. First was
a 1967 Sprite named, “Penelope” in
2008 – terribly neglected, I was able to
resurrect it in 81 days from purchase! I
stopped counting after approximately
450 man-hours. But, the years since
high school were quite evident as the
fifty extra pounds on me since then
and less nimble bones began to take
their toll just getting in and out of that
little honey so, she had to go. Enter:
my 1976 MGB.
MGB Driver
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Named “Daphne”, she is a dream
to drive! Recent work included an
engine bay refresh last winter and a
complete SU Carb conversion with
rebuilt HS4s, and a distributor rebuild. WOW! What a difference! My
wife Meg refers to her (although less
often now) as “The Other Woman”. I
laughed out loud reading Tom & Mary
Riner’s article where “Tom kisses the
MG good night, and shakes Mary’s
hand before going to bed” – Meg will
attest I do the same!
Part of what keeps me hooked are
the members from MGB Experience
without whom, I would have relied
on getting things fixed by someone
else. My recent NAMGBR membership
should continue fueling my interest
in this wonderful journey of MGB
ownership. It’s the MG Community
that truly makes this hobby more
enjoyable!
“Hey Meg! There’s this MGB-GT
on the forum for sale and….” Here we
go again!
17

MG 2010 Update

By Peter Mittler
MG 2010 Vice Chairman

T
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RACK DAY Friday June 25: Shannonville Motorsport Park Long
Track
Close your eyes for a moment.
Think about the acceleration into a
right-hand curve. You are going fast,
maybe a little too fast, but you trust
the weight shift. The left rear compresses, the right front raises, you have
a strong URGE to lift but you KNOW
the B will respond so you push the gas,
turn the wheel ever so slightly right,
and she screams through the turn like
she’s stuck to the road on a pair of rails.
THAT folks is an MGB Experience.
It has nothing to do with speeding over the limit; it has nothing to do
with accelerating through a 1/4- mile
strip as fast as possible; it has nothing
to do with drifting the car around a
right-hand corner with the wheels
turned to the left. It has everything to
do with negotiating the turn as close
the limit between pushing the front
wheels off the track and losing the
rear wheels into a skid. The sweet spot
is magic if you are a racer because it
maximizes momentum through the
turn and minimizes deceleration. You
want No skid, No slide, and No scrub,
similar to a skier carving through a
downhill Giant Slalom; the objective
is to keep the car in control and safely
through all the turns.
When we find twisties (like the
Tail of the Dragon with 318 curves in
11 miles), we all like to experience the
MGB Driver
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thrill of controlling our cars through
the sweet spots; but on public roads
there is a potential problem of other
cars coming towards you. At Shannonville you will not have to worry about
that.
Track day is designed to be a fun
experience where you will learn how
to handle your car better through
twisties in a safe, controlled way. Track
day registrants will have two sessions.
In the morning you will take to the
track with an instructor in the passenger seat. Experienced volunteers from
the St Lawrence Automobile Club will
show you the line, how to best handle
the curves, and help you to gain confidence while improving control. Participation in this session is mandatory to
get your ‘wrist band’ for the afternoon
solo session. The afternoon session is a
Speed Consistency Test where you will
get to practise what your learned in a
solo run consisting of one warm-up
lap, two timed consistency laps, and
one cool-down lap.
Let’s review what this is and what
this is not. Safety is our main consideration. Let’s face facts… you need to
drive your car home at the end of the
event and we do not want you to break
anything, including yourself. Shannonville is a flat track with generous
run-offs, no walls except in the pit
area, and has hosted MANY Vintage
car races. The St Lawrence Automobile
Club will be assisting us and will be
given some track time between our
sessions in return for their help.
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MG 2010 Update
It is NOT a race

Passing is NOT allowed (or allowed only under certain criteria to be
well explained)
You are NOT insured if you wreck
your car, hurt yourself or someone else
You must be a licensed driver and
will be required to sign a waiver
No cars other than MGs will be
permitted on the track
If possible, cars will be grouped
based on their engine size to avoid
having 1600, 1800, V6, and V8 variants on the track at the same time
There may be marshals on some
corners. If you are black flagged you
are off the track with no refund
It is a driving skills / learning opportunity
It is a time for some fun
It is a time to experience what it
might be like to race, without racing
You must wear a helmet – bring
your own if you have one (Driving/
Motorcycle/Snowmobile ok – hockey,
bicycle, skiing helmets are not)
We have 80 pre-registration spots
available for this event – first come,
first served
You must be a fully registered participant at MG 2010 in order to register
for Track Day – no ‘track day only’
registrations will be permitted
Pre-registration is mandatory – no

registrations will be accepted on Track
Day
Pre-Inspection on Thursday
afternoon June 24 or Friday morning
June 25 is mandatory (You will submit
a signed mechanical preparation
inspection. Organizers will spot check
the cars. If your car fails inspection
you will need to rectify it or park it. No
refund will be given.)
Your cabin and trunk must be
completely empty of anything that is
not bolted down or strapped in (There
will be a place for you to empty the
contents of your car during the two
driving sessions.)
There will be professional emergency crews at the track all day
The Track Day page at www.
mg2010.com will contain further details of the event, how it will operate,
what you need to do to the car to pass
inspection, and further rules which
are designed to provide everyone with
a safe, enjoyable experience.
General MG 2010 reminders:
Americans need passports. Only
hands-free devices are permitted for
driver’s use in Ontario (CB Radios,
GPS’s and cell phones must be handsfree). Radar Detectors are illegal in
Canada and will be confiscated if discovered. Don’t forget there are Photo,
Model & Craft Contests and Valve
Cover Races. Bring you submissions to
Belleville.

MG News
University Motors
Update

A

ccording to
the University
Motors website:
“We have spent the
last month restructuring University Motors,
focusing our efforts
on the production of
high quality, model
specific Technical
Assistance products.
We are developing
new Manuals, How-To John Twist, 2009 Carlisle, PA.. Owns University Motors.
DVDs, arranging a
schedule for John to
fered by University Motors Ltd. will be
travel across the United States giving
at the British Motor Trade Association
seminars, and rebuilding our website.
Trade show, February 19-21 in PhilaWe are still in the very early stages of
delphia, Pennsylvania. We will have
the process, getting together every
with us three DVDs that are currently
person and component we will need to in production, Technical Manuals and
develop high quality products aimed
of course, John’s expert knowledge in
at solving all of your MG woes. Our
all things MG. Mark the date, we look
planned introduction of the new line
forward to seeing you there!”
of Technical Assistance products of-

O

MG 2010 Video on YouTube

ur very own Art Director/Production/Advertising Coordinator, Charles
de Bourbon, has created a promotional video on MG 2010 and placed
it on YouTube. To view the video go to: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nedIGt8O5n4 or go to YouTube.com and search for MG 2010.
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All photos provided by Greg Prehodka

What’s Up in MG
Vintage Racing

By Greg Prehodka, MG Vintage Racers

2

009 saw lots of MGs competing
in vintage races across North
America, running everything
from Pre-War MGs, up through
MGBGT-V8s. There are over 30 vintage
racing organizations, and several independent vintage race events, with MGs
competing in most, so there probably
was something not far from where
you live for 2009, and will be again for
2010 (see resource list at end).

There were two very significant
MG races this past year. The first was
the MG Vintage Racers’ designated
Focus Event for 2009 at the lovely Virginia International Raceway with the
Sportscar Vintage Racing Association
(SVRA) in June. At it 66 MGs raced and
Les Gonda in his MGBGT-V8 won the
“MG V8 Challenge Trophy” for first
place overall MG.
The second major MG racing
event was the 25th running of the
all MG vintage Collier Cup race at

Above; Pre-war MG leads the
pack.

Right; Action on the racetrack at
Watkins Glen, upstate New York.

22

MGB Driver

•

March / April 2010

MGB Driver

• March / April 2010

23

Vintage Racing

Collier cup Champion Racing team.

Watkins Glen in September. It was
initiated in 1985 in honor of Sam
and Miles Collier, who were early MG
racing pioneers. In its inaugural race
it had just 8 MGs. It has grown over
the years, with an amazing 143 MGs
competing in a special 2004 Collier
Cup race, and it has acquired a number

24

of sub-group awards also. For 2009, 53
MGs competed in its silver anniversary, and in an unusual twist, all the
MGs racing in it were declared Collier
Cup Winners, and each MG racer
received their own personal Collier
Cup. The “Denver Cornett Trophy” for
the first place overall MG in the race
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went to MGB racer Butch McKenzie.
We are also begining to see another
trend that is evolving in MG vintage
racing, which is the sharing of, and
passing on of, MG vintage racing to
the next generation, as a number of
veteran MG racers now have their sons
and daughters racing MGs too. We
also keep seeing more MGBs entering
vintage races.
As 2010 is now upon us, plenty
of MG racing will be going on again
this year. One of the first significant
events will be at Sebring, Florida with
SVRA on March 17-21, as a vintage
support race for the historic 12 Hours
of Sebring race. Then in June, the MG
Vintage Racers’ Focus Event 2010 will
be with the Vintage Automobile Racing Association of Canada (VARAC) at
the world class Mosport Racetrack in
Ontario, Canada, just west of Toronto.
In addition to MG being featured at
the event, Mosport is also celebrating
its 50th year of racing (plus it’s the
weekend before MG 2010 so you can
take in the event before the convention).
The weekend of July 24-25 is the
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix – an
awesome event with races, car shows,
and so much more! Always a large
turnout of MGs at it and it is the only
vintage race event run on public
streets. Even better, admission is
FREE! Then, always a special MG race
event will be SVRA’s US Vintage Grand
Prix at Watkins Glen, New York, the
weekend of September 9-12, with the
all-MG Collier Cup race. This is also
one of the largest vintage race events
in the country, often with over 400
vintage race car entries. Looking to
2011, MGVR is planning on a Focus
MG Race Event in California.
In vintage racing, the cars are
the stars. It is not about winning. It is
about our love of MGs, vintage cars,
and the camaraderie between us. It
is not anything like NASCAR racing
you see on TV. It is also very casual for
spectators, as you can watch the races,
visit with the racers in the paddock,
MGB Driver
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Greg and his
daughter Rachel
who both race
the TD

and take in other supporting stuff at
the events. At many of the races, area
car clubs come to the events and have
their own car corrals, or car shows at
them; and some races become special,
like the one at the New Jersey Motorsports Racetrack, that had a vintage air
show in conjunction with the races, at
the adjacent Millville airport (that was
so cool!). Here are some links for you to
see what is happening on the vintage
racing scene in 2010, and with MG racing, both to locate events, and racing
organizations. Why not plan to come
to a vintage race this year?

MG Vintage Racers:
www.MGVR.org

Victory Lane Magazine:
www.victorylane.com

Vintage Motorsports Magazine:
www.victorylane.com

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix:
www.pvgp.org

Mosport: www.mosport.com
Watkins Glen: www.theglen.com
Vintage Auto Sports:
www.september8th.com
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Concours - What’s It All About?
All photos provided by Simon Dix

Nardi Shifter and OD Switch before concours.
By Simon Dix
MG Club of St Louis

R

ecently, if you’ve been reading
the MGB Driver magazine, you
may have seen several articles
and comments about originality.
This seems to have sparked quite a bit
of discussion back and forth about
whether originality is important and
the various modifications many owners have made. Given the strength of
opinions out there I’m not out to try
and convince anybody they’re either
right or wrong; I’m simply adding a
another perspective since I’ve participated in having my car concours
judged for the last couple of years and
I’ve found it has its own set of thrills
and excitement. First and foremost I’m
in the camp of “it’s your car, do what
you like with it/to it”; however, if you
find yourself with a very original car I
would ask that you pause to consider
keeping it original before undertaking irreversible changes. You may find
that thinking about concours could
provide as much fun and excitement
as some modifications will provide.
My story is one of discovering
concours by accident rather than
seeking it out; for example at my first
ever car show in 2005 I was confused
by the fact that everyone seemed to be
putting the bonnet up on the car! It
26
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Stock Wheel & OD Switch.

turns out that when I bought “Tigger”,
my 77B roadster, it was an incredibly
original car with very low miles. There
were various temptations to do modifications, such as twin carb conversions, but something made me resist
these. I did, however, do an overdrive
transmission conversion, but as I understand the NAMGBR concours rules
that sort of thing is allowed – it’s based
on being as the car left the factory or
as the car “could” have left the factory.
Since I have a blue label OD, which is
year appropriate for my 77B, which
should be OK for NAMGBR concours
judging.
Having resisted the urge to make
any major changes to my car I was
convinced by Robert Rushing that I
should give concours judging a try at
MG 2008. I was a little nervous about
this because I knew that my car was
neither pristine nor perfect. I drive my
cars a lot and so they will always have
dings and nicks, these plus things like
a Nardi steering wheel and modern
CD/Radio unit are not original. I’ve
driven to all the NAMGBR events
that I’ve attended and the only time
my cars should see a trailer should be
when something bad has happened
and AAA has come to my rescue. For
me, concours doesn’t have to mean
“trailer queen” but again everyone’s
decisions on these things are their
27
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Engine Block before paint.

Engine Block after brush painting.

own. NAMGBR handles this from the
perspective that a very original car
with some history or “patina” can still
beat a fully restored car that may have
some things incorrect from an originality perspective or, in some cases,
have been over-restored.
As with anything you’re doing for
the first time, its normal to be a little
tense or unsure of how things work
and this was true for me at my first
concours event. Still the NAMGBR
concours judges and other entrants
are friendly and helpful and give out
a lot of information. At the end of
a show you find out your score (out
of a maximum of 1000 points) with
points deducted for each element the
judges find incorrect against a stock
factory car. At some point after the

event, you’ll receive the actual judging
sheets, six sheets in total, from each of
the judges who score the cars for three
categories: originality, exterior/interior
quality and condition, and technical
inspection (everything has to actually
work). This was what really kicked up
the curiosity level for me because now
I could see what had been identified as
causing me to lose points.
My MG 2008 result was 927.5
which I was happy with as I had mentally pre-determined that as long as I
broke the 900 mark it would be a good
result. It turned out that the biggest
impact to my score was my Nardi steering wheel as the steering wheel alone
is worth 20 points and mine being
completely unoriginal, meant that
scored 0 out of 20. There were other

ZS Carb before rebuild
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ZS Carb after Rebuild
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Concours
minor things, hose clamps in the
engine bay, things in the cockpit, and
a scratch on the windshield. Armed
with this information and a serious
desire to try and improve my score, the
concours bug had got me, I set about
some projects over the winter months
in order to prepare for MG 2009.
I’ve since found that it is quite
exciting to try and track down original
parts and find documentation and
pictures that can help you establish
what is and isn’t correct/original. I
now own a copy of “Original MGB”
by Anders Ditlev Clausager which
helps, although the pictures are not
the best and I’ve been hunting on
eBay and other places for original
items. With some reluctance, I must
admit, I decided to replace the Nardi
steering wheel with an original rubberized wheel for the 77 model year
that I got from the UK. Surprisingly,
I actually prefer the position and feel
of the original wheel – that was a big
surprise. I’ve also changed out the
wooden gear shift knob for an overdrive shifter knob which is original,
but shows some wear. In the engine
bay I have replaced hose clamps as part
of regular maintenance routines to
use the original band style clamps and
cleaned up and painted the engine
block which had not handled the winter months very well (and was significantly beyond “patina”). I also had my
Zenith Stromberg carb professionally
rebuilt and addressed some paint work
touch ups including going through
the entire boot area to touch up the
past 30+ years of wear. Lastly, I found
things like the bags/containers for
the tonneau rails and tonneau cover
to complete the boot aspect and the
original jack and lug nut spanner.
At MG 2009 my hard work paid
off and I was rewarded with a score of
948. I must admit that I was really hoping for 950 or more but this was close
enough. Judges change as do the cars
that attend, based on the location, so
there’s always going to be a challenge
30

for consistency in results, that’s just
the way it is. Still the challenge and
energy to strive for originality is something I personally enjoy and hearing
stories from other concours competitors is intriguing and entertaining as
to what and how they have gone about
getting their cars concours ready.
No doubt some will think I am
crazy for trying to keep things original
and enduring the poor performance
of an original rubber bumper car. To
some degree I can appreciate that but I
enjoy having the car original and the
hunt for information and originality
provides its own, but different, kind
of rewards. Sure the twin carb cars run
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Engine Bay Before Any Clean Up

Engine Bay Ready to go to MG 2009

faster and I am lucky enough to experience that because I also have a 72B
roadster that while nice will probably
never be ready for a concours event.
For sure concours won’t be everyone’s “cup of tea” but there’s a place for
this type of effort to be admired just
as much as a fine V6/8 conversion or
updating with a supercharger, 5-speed
conversion, or a more comfortable interior – these things will always get me
to drool. Still, I for one am interested

in originality and happy to learn more
about it and if possible help others in
their own pursuit of having things
factory correct. I think it would be a
shame not to have any really good examples of an original car; it feels a little
like an original animal species becoming extinct if there were no originals
around. Sure things always adapt and
evolve, but I think there’s more than
enough room for both schools of
thought to co-exist.
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Refreshing Your MGB

Step 5
Step 4

Photo Essay by Michelle Pierce
Emerald Necklace MG Club

(Editor’s note: In the last issue, we covered
rear shock rebuilds, now for the front
shocks!)

All photos provided by Michelle Pierce

Front Hydraulic Shocks

Step 6

Valve Assembly

I

n order to complete this process,
you will need to remove the shocks
from the car. In my steps I am
refreshing the front shocks, the shocks
were removed while disassembling the
front suspension for a rebuild.
Tools needed: Oil drain pan, Phillips screwdriver, 7/8” socket and driver,
20w Motorcycle/ATV oil (or whatever
you choose to use), small funnel.
Step 1: Find a clean worktop area
or set up a spare piece of plywood
on a couple of sawhorses if you don’t
wish to cover your workspace permaStep 1

Step 3
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nently in oil. For my purposes I used
a spare piece of plywood tucked into
some extra garbage bags (to preserve
the wood) and placed on top of two
sawhorses.
Step 2: Remove the eight screws
and carefully remove the gasket. You’ll
want to save the gasket since you will
be reusing it during the reassembly
process.
Step 3: Remove the valve assembly, using a 7/8” socket. You will have
the threaded plug, an inner valve
assembly/spring/pin thing, a larger
spring, and likely a shim washer or
three. (See “Valve Assembly” image above
left.)
Step 2
Step 4: Hold the
shock over your oil
drain pan, invert and
drain everything.
Rinse in fresh oil.
Use engine oil, it is
cheaper than shock oil
(barely now-a-days).
You should NOT use
any type of solvent for
rinsing the chamber. Most likely you
will notice significant deposits of zinc
along the shock base near the gasket. I
rinsed mine until the majority of the
zinc had passed through.
Step 5: Next you are going to refill
the shock chamber using (in order of
preference) 20W motorcycle/ATV fork
oil, hydraulic ram oil (for snowplows,
etc, or from farm stores AWE68 oil),
MGB Driver
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hydraulic jack oil, or straight 20W engine oil. For this step you should not
need a funnel except for the topping
off later on you will want one handy.
With the shock gasket surface uppermost, add oil to just below the gasket
surface. To hold the gasket in place
prior to reinstalling, use a little bit of
RTV on the gasket, and install the lid
with the screws. DO
NOT MOVE THE ARMS.
Step 6: Now, invert
the shock so that the
valve opening is uppermost. You’ll want to
practice how you’ll hold
the shock beforehand, as
it is at an odd angle. Add
oil into the hole mov-

ing the arms slowly through their full
range always keeping the opening full.
You’ll note bubbles, when they finally
disappear, you are done.
Step 7: Insert the valve assembly,
big spring first with shim(s) between it
and the little valve body. Don’t worry
if some oil overflows from the shock
when you insert the valve, it is normal
and is only removStep 7 ing what needs to go.
Tighten valve assembly.
Step 8: Invert the
shock to its normal inuse position, and you’re
done. Wipe everything
off. Use your brake cleaner. Dry and paint.

Step 8
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1966 MGB / GT Restoration

G

osh . . . where to begin? I imagine like most of us with this
incurable MG disease, it started
with a TD, and then we restored a 66
B roadster. As work slowly progressed
on the B roadster, I began to think how
cool the GT was, and how it would be
“really neat” to get one someday. Our
preference is for the ’65 to ‘67s.
Of course, that’s one of the
“problems” with being in a Club . . . no
sooner do you mention such a hairbrain idea, then they start popping up.
I was determined this time not to buy
another total rust repair project like
the roadster turned out to be.
Almost immediately, I was offered a very early ’66 GT with just a
few problems—no engine, no interior
to speak of, and the dash had been a
practice project for someone learning
to use a Sawzall. The body “appeared”
sound, and the price was right. We
Our daughter was about 15 at the time I brought this parts car home from an avocado grove, where it
were already deep in the restoration

had acquired a fine patina of avocado leaves and green slime. Having heard about Moss Motors most of
her life, without missing a beat, she asked, “So Dad, is this car from Moss Motors?

This is about as close to a “before” shot as I have. Didn’t think to take one when it very first
arrived.
MGB Driver • March / April 2010
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All photos provided by Steve and Diane Kirby

By Steve and Diane Kirby
San Diego MG Club

of the roadster, but the compulsion to
just “tear it apart” a little bit more was
overwhelming. I remember saying
something like “I can have this done
in no time!” I think that was 15 years
ago. I was also attempting to restore a
’57 VW convertible “in parallel” to the
roadster.
One fine day, a dim light turned
on, and I realized my insanity. I
“parked” the VW and the GT in the
rear, and concentrated on the roadster.
Over the next many years, I would often find myself just standing looking
at the GT, and thinking things like, “It
won’t be that tough. Maybe I should
just take such-and-such off right
now.” Mostly, I stole parts to finish
the roadster, and bought, traded, and
acquired parts for the GT. Truthfully, I
think most of those times, I just stood
there and stared at it with no apparent
coherent thoughts at all! I also ended
up acquiring three other GT parts cars
– one netted an overdrive and that GT
is now someone’s rallye car. Another
parts car provided an intact dash. That

The front beam and suspension are removed for rebuilding. Not nearly as intimidating as it
looks.
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Cutting and welding and looking for integrity
in body and spirit was a “constant flow”.

In August and September 2007, panel repairs
and welding on new replacement parts.

was key.
I kept telling myself I had “all” the
parts I needed – if I ever got started, I
justified to myself – it should go really
fast because I have “almost everything”. Immediately (like this is really
something you need “right away”) I
bought an NOS rear view mirror (BMC
box and wrapping paper – the whole
bit!) which I carefully stored for probably 15 years, and “lost” in my garage
several times! I bought a set of brand
new “made-in-the-UK” wire wheels
and stored them for nearly 12 years. I
bought carpet, upholstery, and interior
kits on sale and stored them for 10
years. I constantly bought little “bits”

on sale or at swap meets and stored
them away – several times ending up
with ridiculous quantities like four
water pumps, three clutch discs, etc.
After finally finishing the roadster, and restoring our “ol’ family
pickemup truck” (which was a beast,
and took WAY too much time!), I
finally started in earnest on the GT
about January of 2007. Initially, I did
not think the GT was “bad enough” to
warrant going down to the bare shell,
as I had done with the roadster, but
fairly early on, I realized it would actually be easier to just “go all the way.”
So, bare shell restoration it was – every
nut, bolt, fitting, piping, line, wiring,

etc. We did that to our roadster and
it’s nice to know, when you’re finally
done, that everything is either new or
rebuilt and you essentially have a new
car. I tried to catalog all the fasteners
and made little drawings with their
marks. All the BSF fasteners were
cleaned and zinc plated.
My goal with the car was to do
as much of it myself as possible. As a
professional woodworker and retired
furniture and cabinetmaking instructor, I’m pretty familiar with finishing
and I’ve tried my hand at painting cars
before. Each time they came out a bit
better, and then a fellow Club member shared with me the art of color
sanding and polishing, that kind of
got me over the hump and gave me the

Late September 2007, the engine bay gets to
the point of having the primer put on.

The hub comes to life with new or refurbished
hardware.

October 2008 turned out to be a busy month. The body is painted, the under side rear, front,
and overview, as shown above in that order.
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Finally in August 2008 paint is on.

confidence to go for it. I’ve previously
done most of my own bodywork, other
than frame straightening-type stuff.
This car was seemingly pretty straight
. . . or so I thought! I actually enjoy the
bodywork, prep work, surfacing, prep
work, and painting. I find it much
more forgiving than working on furniture where the finish is clear and all
errors are quite visible!
I also acquired “half” of a MIG
welder with another Club member,
and that was a tremendous assist in
doing the many, many rust repairs
and patch panels. I actually saved all
the rusted pieces. I figured whoever
acquires the car next might want to see
them! I found the fabrication work of
making patch panels to be rewarding.
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Suspension and beam largely finished. Without a fantastic tech session from Lloyd Faust several years ago, I would probably not have attempted this myself. Thanks Lloyd

The undercarriage tells quite a story. Besides the new paint, a new or refurbished engine,
brake lines, gas lines, electrical, transmission, springs, and exhaust system and more.

I also am a firm believer in the
“Clint Eastwood School of Restoration” which is “a man has to know his
limitations.” Although I broke the engine down and did all the minor bits,
I did not attempt to do the hardcore
part of the engine rebuild – the crank,
rods, pistons, valve train, bearings,
and assembly of the block/head. Once
the rebuilder got it to that stage, then I
did the rest of the fun stuff – painting
and hanging on the ancillary stuff and

making it look pretty. I did an engine
once, and every time it made an odd
sound, I had to assume I did something wrong. Now when the engine
makes an odd sound, I assume it must
be OK . . . a pro did it!
I made my fair share of mistakes,
like doing way too much body work
and surfacing and blocking and then
took it to a media blaster to do certain sections I found hard to get to by
conventional means. In spite of care-

fully marking it with spray paint, and
explaining it to both the owner and
the foreman, when I picked it up, they
had not only blasted what I wanted,
but also blasted away months of hard
work and no small amount of expense
in terms of already completely finished areas. I lost about three months
and several hundred dollars worth
of materials on that one. They had
the nerve to say, “Oh, well, we didn’t
charge you extra for doing the whole

thing.” Thanks.
Seemed like it took forever to do
the rust repairs and patch panels, and
I fitted the doors, hatch, and hood
along the way. Looking back, it was
really only from about January to
October, but it seemed longer. Perhaps
the most exciting days were when I
finally started painting it. I was pretty
conservative and careful with the
painting. A pro would have done it
much faster, but I masked off large ar-

The rear lights are being fitted, gas cap in
place all heading toward the finish line.

Transmission and engine, a tender moment as
they find their long lost mate once again.

The dash is in place and the interior is being
prepped for the cosmetics, like seats and rugs.

Another view of the interior getting ready for
the rest of the accoutrements.
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Paintless Dent Repair
By Danny Jacob
Piedmont British Motor Club

A

eas and concentrated on small “sub”
areas first (underneath the car was
one area; the fender wells another,
the interior another; etc.) All loose
parts, of course, were painted off the
car, but I was careful to try and paint
them in the same orientation they
would be on the car. Finally, the big
day came when I painted the exterior
of the car so there wasn’t really much
left by that point.
Color sanding and polishing
went quickly and fairly easily. I find
that very rewarding, and would en- Its moment in the sun on British Car Day 2009
courage anyone to try and do their
own paint work and color sanding/
hand, there were things like the new
polishing. By the beginning of 2009,
wiring harness, brake lines, gas lines,
I was pretty well into assembly and I
etc. that were NOT very rewarding at
had no real plan. I’ve been fiddling
all!
around with MGBs for about 40 years,
One of my favorite parts, and this
so this part was fun. Perhaps the bigmay
seem stupid, is finally getting to
gest challenge was selecting which of
throw away certain boxes like the ones
the many parts I had acquired to actuthose wheels had been stored in for 12
ally use, clean it up, refurbish, restore,
years! Yeah!
plate, paint, etc. Many of those parts
The Esteemed Editor said to limit
had been done for years (starter motor,
this to 1500 to 2000 words, so I must
generator, radiator) but others waited
till the day of before I worked on them. stop. I dare not even begin to discuss
“technical” things, the patch panels,
I started with simple, fun things
the welding, the rust preventative
like the gas tank, lights, trim, and
measures, the block sanding, etc, etc. I
bumpers. They went on fast and were
could also do a paragraph on help and
rewarding to look at – as our son and I
advice I received from my local Club
say, a “Ta Da” moment! On the other
members, but you know who you are!

s luck would have it last month,
just as I was literally putting my
tools away and cleaning up, with
only visions of my restored MG back on
the road, it was then the ultimate insult
happened. I had just unplugged a shop
light and was rolling up the cord when
I tripped and pulled the light and its
stand over. It fell “perfectly” onto the
car’s bonnet as if such a word can describe the horrible, slow motion act of
an object falling on ones beautiful car
while he stands there dumbfounded
watching the inhumanity and absurdity of it all.
Why did this have to happen
just at the moment the car was finally
ready to be driven out of the garage?
Of course, there was a little more to
this event than I’m sharing with you.
There might have been a glass or two
of wine involved previously. There was
a lot of cussing and downright despair
afterwards. Finally, I picked the light
up off the car but refused to look at the
damage. In fact, as I turned the basement light off, I half glanced back at my
long suffering car to see if maybe there
was a giant hole where only a beautiful,
newly painted, BRG bonnet had been
only a moment before. Fortunately,
I couldn’t see much, but I as I walked
upstairs I determined to put the car and
my latest problem out of my mind for
awhile.
And out of my mind is exactly
where it stayed for a few days. Then
as I happened to walk past the car doing one thing or the other, I casually
glanced over to see how big the problem might be. Eventually I took a more
careful look and found the damage was
not so obvious, depending on the angle
one took. Of course, I made it the worst
possible problem, like a girl going to
the prom with a big zit on her face my
beautiful MG just sat there now defiled
in my eyes.
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What to do? What to do? I called
around to a few body shops and got
mostly uninterested feedback about
possible solutions. Was this going to
be a do it yourself job? Visions of drills,
hammers, body fillers, new paint and
labor costs filled my mind. Finally one
guy mentioned a possible solution –
“Massage or paintless dent repair.”
What on earth could that be? Well, I located a fellow who did that kind of stuff
and agreed to meet him to make the
repair. (They often make house-calls!)
Eric Shores is a tall, quiet, self-confident young man from Roaring Gap,
North Carolina who drives this area
of the state making freaked out people
happy again. At least after meeting and
seeing his work that is how I felt. Eric
showed up with tools that would excite
any surgeon, but mostly scared the crap
out of me... at least at first glance into
his tool box.
Was this going to be that serious?
But with the skills any surgeon would
be proud of, he did not require all those
spikes and hammers after all. He set up
a large shop light, got out his wife’s hot
hair blower and began massaging the
violated area. He gently used something similar to a pry bar, since the area
was adjacent to a structural member of
the bonnet, to “relax” the aluminum
hood. I was told that aluminum did
not have the same memory as steel so
he was extra careful. Amazingly the
dent just disappeared and, when he
was finally satisfied with his work,
he asked me to take a look. It was as if
there had never been any damage at
all. I can end this nightmare by telling
you my second surprise was that this
was a relatively less time consuming
and expensive procedure than I ever
imagined.
So, there are two morals to this
story. Do not despair, there are usually alternatives to most disasters and
secondly our cars can eventually be
returned to normal by skilled artisans
found in your area.
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The Next Level of Tune-Ups
All photos provided by Jeff Schlemmer

TDC tool

By Jeff Schlemmer
Advanced Distributors

I
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allow the outer ring of the balancer to
move, effectively moving your timing
marks.
The simplest way to check the accuracy of your TDC mark is the use of
a “piston stop” tool. You can buy them
from auto parts stores or speed shops
in the $10-20 price range. Simply screw
it into the #1 spark plug hole after
removing all your spark plugs. Screw
the tool’s internal bolt in about 2/3 of
its travel (as shown). That makes life a
bit easier later. Turn the crank by hand
clockwise until the piston taps the
tool. It is almost impossible to damage
the piston this way, so don’t fret over
it. Make a mark on the crank pulley

t seems that everyone who considers themselves an MGB owner/
mechanic knows how to perform
a basic tune-up. That includes the
standard routine of adjusting valves,
adjusting breaker points, checking the
engine timing, and fiddling with balancing the carbs. Many of us do this
just for the fun of it, whether the car
needs it or not, right? If you even considered answering “yes”, the following
information can take your tune-up to
the next level.
The first thing I do before checking the timing on any car
that’s new to me is to verify
the TDC or Top Dead Center
timing mark is accurate. First
you have to locate the timing
pointers on the timing cover
and the large single mark on
the harmonic balancer, a.k.a.
the crank pulley. The crank
pulley is comprised of two
pieces of steel, held together
with an injection of rubber
to isolate and dampen crank
vibrations (harmonics) that
develop at specific rpm
levels. That rubber layer can
Timing marks made easier
become damaged with age,
to read with Liquid Paper.
just like a tire. They crack,
split, separate, etc… That can
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where the TDC mark from the timing pointer lines up. I find a bottle of
White-Out works very well for making
visible marks. Turn the crank fully
counter-clockwise and make another
mark where the TDC mark on the
timing pointer lines up with the crank
pulley. Now you have two new marks
on your crank pulley, along with the
original TDC mark. The exact center
between your two new marks is the
true TDC. Now you can set your timing accurately with no doubts.

Setting the Timing for Performance

no matter what year the car is.
This is when the tuning gets
fun! Now you need to tighten down
the distributor, reattach the vacuum
line, and go for a test drive. Check for
“pinging” at 2500-3000 rpm under
load (climbing a hill or at wide open
throttle.) You’ll know pinging when
you hear it. It sounds like a hand full of
marbles clattering around in a coffee
can. If you’re hard of hearing, you can
pull one of the square rubber plugs
out of the firewall to get more engine
noise inside your car. The plug on the
passenger side firewall is very easy to
access and does the trick nicely.
If you hear no pinging you can
advance the timing a couple degrees
(turn the distributor clockwise) and go
for another test drive. Repeat this pro-

If you read through a few different
repair manuals, you’ll likely find a few
different methods for setting the timing on your MGB. Some procedures
recommend that you set
the timing at idle, others at
1500 rpm. Some mention
removing the vacuum line
form the distributor and
plugging it, others ignore
this tidbit. Here’s the way I
set the timing on MGBs for
their best performance and
economy.
I generally start by
making sure I can read the
A/R thumb wheel shown here on the lower right
timing marks clearly and
of the vacume advance.
paint them for visibility
if needed. Then hook up
your trusty timing light with the red
cess until you either hear no pinging
power clip at any fuse in the panel
or until you approach 18 BTDC. That’s
and the black clip to any bare metal
as far as you want to go. If you advance
bolt in the engine bay. For positive
the timing too far, you’ll just make
earth cars do exactly the opposite. The
more noise and less power. If you hear
inductive clamp goes over the front
pinging, retard the timing a couple
spark plug wire, as close to the spark
degrees (turn the distributor counterplug as possible. Adjust the timing to
clockwise), and go for another drive.
14-15 BTDC at idle with the vacuum
The goal is to make sure you don’t hear
line disconnected from the distributor
pinging under load, but be just below
and plugged to prevent vacuum leaks.
the threshold of where pinging starts.
On pre-’71 cars and those with Weber
I like a 2-3 degree margin of safety.
replacement carbs, you’ll find there’s
That’ll still give you exceptional drivno vacuum at idle anyway, so this step
ability, yet great performance and
can be skipped if that’s truly the case.
economy.
Many SU carbs are incorrectly drilled
If you have a 25D distributor,
so there is vacuum at idle when there
you can make all these small timshouldn’t be, so I always plug the line,
44

MGB Driver

•

March / April 2010

Distributor cap “cut away” for an easier view.
Rotor is in a “good phasing“ position.

Have the leading edge of the rotor lined up
with the center of the distributor cap terminal
when it begins to fire.

Mark the distributor housing where the #1 plug
wire’s cap terminal is located. Rotor should
point to the #1 terminal on the cap.

ing adjustments by simply turning
the thumb wheel at the back of the
vacuum advance. You’ll notice a
marking there of A/R. That’s keenly
Advance and Retard. On the top end
of the vacuum unit where it slides into
the distributor body you’ll find a series
of five hash marks. Each one is roughly
4 degrees of timing adjustment, so
you can tune your car thoroughly and
accurately without a timing light, once
you get the baseline timing set!

the distributor cap terminal when it
begins to fire (as pictured). This allows
the spark to continue to jump the gap
from the rotor to the cap, even at very
high engine rpm when a misfire is
more likely. If the rotor were aligned
to fire off its tail edge, its possible that
coil voltage could actually jump to
the NEXT terminal in the distributor
cap, or even to the breaker plate which
would be perceived as a strong misfire.
These misfires tend to destroy plug
wires, condensers, Pertronix ignition
units, etc…
25D distributors hold a significant
advantage, as the phasing can easily
be adjusted. First, simply mark the
distributor housing where the #1 plug
wire’s cap terminal is located. This can
be done visually, as the width of the
terminal itself gives you a few degrees
margin of error to play with. I simply
draw a mark with a Sharpie marker on
the housing. Next comes the hard part.
This means screwing up your engine
timing for a while, so be sure to check
your timing before you do this as a
guideline for later. Line up the timing
marks at the crank where you set your
timing (10-14 degrees BTDC?) so that
the rotor points to the #1 cap terminal.
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Distributor Phasing

This is a topic that’s almost
NEVER discussed, although it holds
the key to really strong engine performance. This is a detail I check on
virtually every distributor I rebuild,
yet most people have no idea any kind
of adjustment can be made.
Distributor phasing is the relationship between the cap and rotor
positions when they fire. Most folks
take it for granted that the rotor will be
where it needs to be when the coil fires
a spark toward the spark plug. Unfortunately, this is rarely the case. The
ideal goal is to have the leading edge
of the rotor lined up with the center of
MGB Driver
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Use & Care for Measuring Tools

The Next Level of Tune-Ups

By Clifton Gordon
Piedmont British Motor Club

M

easuring tools are used for
many automotive repair and
maintenance procedures. The
average MG owner probably has at
least one precision measuring tool in
his/her tool box. Perhaps some aren’t
aware that measuring tools need some
care to assure they will give reliable
results when used. This article covers
several types of measuring tools that
are used for automotive maintenance.

Torque Wrenches – Torque
When testing spark plug wires use a multi
meter set to ohms.

Remove the #1 spark plug, plug it into
its plug wire, and set the plug down on
the alternator (or any good grounding point that’s not painted). Loosen
the distributor clamp. Now turn the
distributor several degrees counterclockwise. Get into the cockpit and
put the car in neutral, set the parking
brake, and turn the ignition key to
the run position. Turn the distributor clockwise until the plug fires, stop
turning at exactly that point, and turn
the ignition key off quickly to prevent
any component damage. Now check
your rotor alignment with the mark
you made previously on the distributor
housing (remove the distributor cap
to see this). If you’re somewhere between the leading, counter-clockwise
edge of the rotor and the center, it’s
good. If you’re on the tail, clockwise
edge, then you can adjust the breaker
plate by screwing the thumb wheel at
the vacuum advance all the way out
(advanced) to adjust the phasing. This
is typically required, especially if you
have a Pertronix unit installed. After
making that adjustment, recheck the
phasing until you get the best adjustment you can. This simple procedure
can mean the difference between a car

that burns up condensers weekly and
an extremely reliable, great performing car.
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Testing Spark Plug Wires

One comment I hear all the time
is “my spark plug wires LOOK good.”
Most folks don’t know how to test
spark plug wires. Here’s a very simple
way to test your wire set. Wrap a piece
of tape round each plug wire with its
cylinder number written in place –
that’s 1,2,3,4 from the radiator back.
Remove the cap and wires from the
engine as an assembly. Now take a
multi-meter and set it to read Ohms
(use the high setting as most meters
offer high and low options.) Touch the
meter’s wires together to verify you
read zero. Now measure the resistance
of each wire, from the internal distributor cap terminal to the plug end
of the wire and write down the results.
The acceptable range of resistance is
anywhere from zero Ohms to 10,000
Ohms per foot of wire. Any resistance
higher than 10K Ohms is likely to
affect performance and should be replaced. It’s that simple. Re-install your
wires as marked and the car should fire
right up and run like a dream.
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wrenches are used for a variety of
automotive tasks. Many bolts and nuts
used in car assembly have required
torque specifications listed in factory
shop manuals. Torque readings are
shown in foot pounds (the amount
of force applied to a handle one foot
long). Although a torque wrench handle may be longer or shorter than one
foot the formula is used to insure the
marked torque settings are accurate.
There are three basic types of torque
wrenches, beam, clicker and dial.
A beam torque wrench is the least
expensive torque wrench, it has a
beam handle and uses a pointer and a
torque scale for torque measurement.
These wrenches are reliable but aren’t
as accurate as other type wrenches.
They have no audible warning and the
pointer location needs to be observed
from a straight ahead position. They
are ideal for use on wheel lug nuts.
The beam wrench doesn’t require any
special care but it should be stored in a
safe clean place.
Clicker torque wrenches have an
audible click so the user will know
when the torque setting is reached.
Most use a rotating handle to dial
MGB Driver
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Dial Caliper – A dial caliper looks
All photos provided by Clifton Gordon

Distributor cap cut away for easier viewing.
Rotor is now in a “bad phasing” position.

in the required torque setting. The
handle may have digital numerals
or it may have numerals stamped on
the beam and the handle sleeve. They
have a ratchet head for attaching sockets or extensions. Clicker wrenches
use springs to dial in torque. These
wrenches can go out of calibration if
they aren’t stored properly. When not
in use they should dialed to the lowest
possible setting to remove the spring
tension.
Dial type torque wrenches use
a dial for reading torque. Some dial
pointers have a memory and some can
be purchased with an audible signal.
These wrenches aren’t usually found
in a DIY owner’s tool box.
The most common torque
wrenches are the beam and clicker
types. A torque wrench should not be
used as a ratchet or breaker bar for assembly or disassembly. It’s best to pull
the wrench when applying torque.
Hold the wrench handle at the grip
center to assure accurate torque. When
not in use it should be stored in a clean
place where it will not get damaged by
other tools.

like a 6” ruler with a dial on it. It has
two jaws, the jaw with the dial slides
along the main scale with a thumb
wheel. It’s ideal for measuring small
parts where accuracy down 0.001” is
needed, it’s not very difficult to use.
Each mark on the dial equals 0.001”.
The caliper main scale is marked in
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Sprucing Up Hubcap Emblems

Use and Care of Measuring Tools

A photo essay by Donald Knapik

A

s part of the restoration of
my 1973 MGB, I had the rims
blasted, primed, and painted a
gloss black, and I installed new Bridgestone Potenza RE92 tires. While the
tires greatly increased the drivability
and handling of the car and the recon-

0.1” increments. The most common
length is 6”, other lengths are available. For example, to measure the
diameter of a 5/8” diameter rod open
the slider jaw enough to insert the rod
in between the jaws. Slide the movable
jaw so it contacts the rod and tighten
the slider thumb screw. Read the
main scale, it should read little over 6
tenths. Read the dial, it should read 25
or .025”, add the two readings for the
total measurement (0.625” or 5/8”). I
find a dial caliper very useful for presetting SU carburetor main jet depths.
Dial calipers should be stored in a case
to help keep dirt and trash out of the
fine rack teeth. The caliper should not
be dropped or abused.
Micrometers – Micrometers are
used for making precision measurements accurate to one ten thousandth
of an inch (0.0001). Most micrometers
cover a one inch range; the smallest
will measure (0.0001” to 1.0000”).
Some typical uses for a micrometer
are to measure internal engine parts
during inspection for rebuild. The
crankshaft, camshaft, pistons and
other parts should all be checked for
wear. For this article only micrometers
for making outside measurements will
be described.
Some of the main parts are
labeled. To read a micrometer like the
one in the picture, the lowest reading
is 2.0000”. There is a photo showing
the micrometer scales. Note that two
un-numbered marks are exposed on
48

the sleeve. Each sleeve mark is equal
to a full thimble turn (0.025”). The
thimble has 25 marks around its circumference. Note the barrel has some
marks with numbers near the thimble
marks. Notice the barrel marks are
closer together than the marks on the
thimble. Those two sets of marks are
the vernier. Note that 0 is aligned on
both scales. The micrometer reading
is 2.0500” as shown. Looking at the
photo assume the thimble is turned
so the 3 on each scale is aligned. The
new reading would be 2.0503”, the
vernier is marked 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0.
If the thimble is turned past 9 to 0 the
first 0 will now be aligned with 1 on
the thimble. The new reading would
be 2.0510”. It takes a little practice to
figure it out.
To measure accurately there will
be some drag when the micrometer
setting is correct. It takes some practice to get the correct feel. A 0 to 1”
micrometer can be used to measure
the thickness a single blade of a feeler
gauge for practice. A clean unused
blade should be used maybe a 0.003”
The micrometer readings should
match the feeler blade thickness and
there will be some drag. Needless to
say a micrometer should be stored in a
box and kept clean and dry.
I hope this information is useful.
More information can be found in
these two links. http://www.pgiinc.com/
howtoreoumi.html and http://www.linnbenton.edu/auto/day/mike/read.html
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As you can see, the 14” Bridgestone Potenza
RE92’s along with the freshly finished wheels
have a clean look but they are missing some
“pop.”
3

Here is the brand new hubcap emblem as
I received it. After the major restoration
work was completed, I wanted the grill and
hubcap emblems to match as closely as
possible. This meant painting the outside
ring of the octagon black to match the grill
emblem.
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2

When I bought the car in 2005 and started
the restoration project, the grill emblem was
laying in a box of parts the previous owner
gave me.
4

The emblems come with a protective layer of
clear plastic that must be removed prior to
painting.
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All photos provided by Donald Knapik

1

ditioned rims were a great improvement over what they used to be, I felt
as though they were still lacking some
final touch. When I ordered the red on
silver hubcap emblems I wanted them
to match the grill emblem that came
with the car when I bought it. Following is a how-to on how I accomplished
this simple, rainy day touchup.

Sprucing Up Hubcap Emblems

8

5

Basic B Helping Your Car . . .
Illustration provided by David Braun

Keep Time
By David Braun
Minnesota MG Group

Here we see the dried emblems with their
hubcaps and a roll of double-sided foam
sticky tape I bought from a local home
improvement store. I chose this tape because
it is ok for use outdoors.
I used common window cleaner to take off
any residue from the emblem.

9

6

After using quality enamel paint to coat
the outside of the octagon, I let it dry for a
couple of hours. Here you can see the finished emblem on the left and an unpainted
original on the right.
7

Here are the four emblems drying on newspaper. I took great care when painting, but
as you can tell from the lower right emblem,
they still needed some touch up afterwards.
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From left to right we have the mounting
process. First, the hubcaps and emblems are
cleaned with the same non-residue cleaner
used on the face. Second, a piece of tape is
applied to the center of the hubcap and the
red backing tape removed. Finally, the emblem is mounted on the hubcap. Because the
emblem is convex relative to the hubcap, you
may need a second piece of tape to make up
the difference.
10

Here is the finished emblem on the car. It
took a couple of hours on a rainy Saturday
afternoon, but I made an improvement to the
overall look of my B and, more importantly,
crossed off another item on my restoration
list.
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his time let’s cover the
other part of the ‘fire’ portion of “Breathing, Fire,
Fuel” – setting the points and
timing. We’ve already tested
our compression, set our valve
lash, and replaced our spark
plugs and wires on our ‘not
quite running right’ LBC. I
hope you don’t get tired of the
admonition, but really, check
the carburetors on a poorly
running MG last!
Those of you who have
succumbed to the electronic
points world can skip ahead to timing, but if you want to know what you
are missing, or be of use when a fellow
driver’s engine won’t run, stay with us
here.
I cut my teeth on automotive
points in the seventies (yeah, I know,
some of you were driving with them
way before that!) we serviced them
yearly as part of our tune-ups. Over
time I had forgotten the nuances. Ten
years ago, I was driving to the GOF in
Duluth. We were cruising along on a
rain swept two lane in our T-Types. Every time we stopped, my engine would
sputter and die. The cranking to get it
going again was excessive. I chalked it
up to poor fuel or too much vapor pressure in the transverse tube of the SU
carbs. The cranking resulted in a new
battery in North Branch, and by the
time we pulled off on Lake Drive in Duluth, the car would no longer run even
at higher RPMs. We pushed it the last
half mile to the GOF (Embarrassing!).
Dave Zyp, a noted Ohio MG specialist,
pounced on my TD before it was even
completely into the hotel parking lot,
tore off my distributor cap, and with a
match book cover adjusted the point
gap. The car was trouble free the rest
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of the weekend, in fact it was trouble
free until I took it apart for restoration.
Mind you, I had already owned the
TD for 10 years, but I had never done
this kind of maintenance. It was then
that I vowed to learn all I could about
maintaining my own car, and relying
on experts only when special tools were
needed.
Points are found in the distributor. They have a little cam follower
and open and close as the cam on the
distributor shaft rotates. (If you have
electronic points, they are simply a Hall
Effect magnetic pick-up trigger.) So it
is easy to see that they can be made
to open and close in concert with the
need for spark plug firing. Their purpose is to interrupt the current flowing
in the primary circuit of the ignition
coil, collapsing the current which
induces a high voltage in the secondary winding of the coil. This causes a
very large voltage to appear at the coil
output for a short period – something
like 20,000-volts, enough to arc across
the electrodes of the spark plug.
To compensate for wear of the
points and the arcing that may take
place across them, there has to be a condenser up stream, but we won’t worry
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about that now. Condensers are usually
not a problem, but if your car is misfiring or backfiring, it may be the condenser. The fact is that points do wear
and need replacement and/or adjustment from time to time. The duration
the points are closed is called the dwell;
the coil is waiting to discharge its voltage (dwelling) until the time the points
open. The points are also attached to
the advancing mechanism of the distributor so they can fire the spark plugs
earlier as the engine speed increases to
compensate for the speed of the flame
front of the combustion air charge.
Take the cap off the top of the distributor and lay it aside with the wires
still attached. Remove the rotor (the
thing that points the spark at the right
spark plug wire) and drop a bit of oil
(not too much) down the shaft to lubricate the advance mechanism. Noting
the wires, washers, electrically isolating
spacers, and the nuts involved, remove
the old points and inspect them. If
there are pitted you can file the points
flat, or you can throw the old points
into your spares bag and install a new
set. To reinstall, simply reverse the
disassembly portion, putting a bit of
grease on the distributor cam to let the
cam follower slide along better. Rotate
the engine until the cam follower is on
one of the cam apexes (high corners).
With the points mounted slightly
loose, play with a blade of a screwdriver
against the mounting plate and note
how you can change the gap. Once you
figure this out, slip in a feeler gauge
and carefully adjust the points until
the .014 thousands gauge will slip in,
and the .016 gauge won’t. This will
give you about 60-degrees of dwell
(points closed time) and 30-degrees
of points open time. A Dwell-Tach is
an inexpensive electronic device that
you can use to see both your engine
RPM and your points setting. Practice
a few times and you will get the points
set very accurately, with or without a
Dwell-Tach. Note that the more you
‘open’ your points, the less your points
will be closed, and the fewer degrees
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of ‘dwell’ you will have. Once you are
satisfied, lightly lubricate any moving
parts, replace your rotor, and put your
distributor cap back in place.
To adjust your timing, you can
use the static method or use a simple
strobe timing light. Incidentally, static
timing rarely works with an electronic
trigger for your points, so skip ahead to
strobe timing. Static timing involves
a 12-volt lamp on test wires between a
ground and the contact point terminal
on the distributor. As long as the points
are closed, the lamp is out because the
current flows through the points, not
the lamp. With the engine at your timing reference point for firing number
one spark plug (usually 5 to 10-degrees
before top dead center) set aside the
distributor cap as before, loosen the
distributor lock bolt and twist the rotor
clockwise to fully retard the ignition,
and turn on your ignition switch. Then
rotate the distributor counter clockwise
until the lamp goes out, and back again
clockwise until the lamp just lights up,
as the points have just opened and the
current is now flowing through the test
lamp. Lock down the distributor and
replace the cap. Road testing will reveal
the presence of ignition pinging, and
the idea is to run with as much advance
as possible without pinging under load.
Strobe timing is done with the
engine running, vacuum in place and
connected, and a timing light aimed
at the timing marks… which on early
MGBs you will find under the engine.
(See why I covered static timing first?).
Hook up the timing light per the instructions, but most require the battery
as a power source. The brown wires on
your fuse box come directly from the
battery, so you can hook up there and
then pick a good ground. The timing
light probably has an inductive pick-up,
so just attach that portion to the front
cylinder plug wire. With a dab of white,
highlight the marks you are most interested in for timing at idle. You then
simply loosen the distributor, start the
engine and rotate the distributor until
the strobe is triggered on those marks.
Again, driving the car will be necessary
to assure the timing is correct.
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Basic B: Getting Home
By Barry Rosenberg
Peachtree MG Club

A

s it is now about the start of
the driving season, I want to
help you make it back from any
drives you may take. I am going to
discuss making emergency repairs to
get home. It would be impossible to be
able to fix all the problems these cars
can throw at us, but there are a lot that
we can patch enough to drive home.
Some that you never want to push
your luck on and should just pay for a
tow or get a trailer are loud, unidentifiable engine noises, complete loss of
brakes due to master cylinder or brake
hose (I have seen one hose clamped off
with vise grips but I would only due
this if it were the rear hose as that will
leave you with front brakes only and
you could drive safely that way but
slowly), very noisy trans or diff (now
you may say if they are that noisy, they
are shot anyway but you could cause
damage to something inside that may
not be torn up just yet).
Most any other problem should
be fixable on the side of the road or
in a parking lot. I have repaired two
broken transmissions on the roadside
before, but neither got all the way
home. One got to within a few miles
of home and saved a very large tow
bill and made only a small one; and
the other, a TR6, caused the driver to
total his car in Florida before making
it home. He broke reverse at an auto
cross and was looking at towing back
to Atlanta so I helped and fixed the
reverse without pulling the box out.
The owner then won his slalom class
and then wrecked on fun laps. He had
to tow it home after all, but it was not
my fault, the transmission still worked
fine, although I was sort of blamed for
the wreck. He would not have wrecked
it if I did not fix it!
Our biggest problems are going
to be electrical, no start, no fuel, no
lights, etc, or hydraulic, no brakes or
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clutch. So, what
can we do? Let’s look
at electrical first. Suppose you have driven to
Virginia and you loose your
keys. What will you do? As
long as you do not have locking steering, you can easily
drive it home. It will take about
five minutes to get running.
First, and no insult to anyone,
but get everyone away from your
car except you and one person who
actually knows how to work on British cars. Get one or two pieces of wire,
you should have two in your emergency kit about 3’ long each with alligator
clips on both ends.
Under the hood, connect one
from a hot lead to the hot side of the
coil. If your car is negative ground, go
to the positive coil side, if your car is
positive ground; go to the negative
coil side. The other goes from a hot
lead to the white wire going to your
fuel pump. There is a connection
somewhere where the main harness
passes thru the firewall. Then you
can push start the car or you can
jump across the starter relay.
You are now running. If you
have a mechanical fuel pump,
you do not need the second
wire. Options to engage
the starter are to jump
the relay terminal with
the white with red wire
to power, or you can
jump the white with
orange wire to power
(this wire goes from
the relay to the starter
solenoid). If the solenoid
is good, then either will
make the starter spin.
If the relay is bad, then
jumping the white with
orange wire to power will
make the solenoid spin the
starter so you can start the car
when cold as a lot of time your
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friends will run out of gas before you
can get a cold engine to jump off. If the
solenoid is bad, then you will have to
push off the car. Most starter problems are bad solenoids and those can
be repaired for a whole lot less than
replacing a starter. Some can be fixed
without removing the starter!
Now, if you have lost a key to a car
with locking steering, you have made
my job harder but not impossible. On
MGs with the interlocking key lock
assembly, you have to remove the two
halves of the steering column cover.
Do this carefully and you do not have
to drop the steering column, I never
do. Then you will need to remove the
two “break-at-torque bolts that hold
the key assembly onto the column. To
remove these, take a hacksaw blade
and cut a slot in the top of each screw
and use a screwdriver to remove the
bolts. If you do not have a hack saw
blade, then use a pointed punch or a
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large nail if you have to. Tapping the
punch against the top of the screw in
a counter clockwise direction will get
the screw turning, keep tapping until
you can grab the screws and remove
them. The whole assembly will now
fall off in your hands.
Using a very small posi-drive
or Phillips screwdriver, remove the
very tiny screw holding the electrical switch on the assembly, DO NOT
LOOSE THE SCREW. Withdraw the
switch and you can now use a screwdriver to turn the switch and start the
car. You do not need to do anything
under the hood as this will start your
car if all you did was loose the key. Put
the covers aside and tie up the electrical switch and drive home.
Now, suppose you have your key
and the engine turns over just fine.
But it does not crank, now what?
Again, and most importantly, get
everyone away from the car. Too many
people create too many suggestions
and too much confusion. Follow this
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two wires, one to
outline and see
power and the other
what is wrong with
to ground, you
the car. First, take a
should have fuel.
very deep breath. If
For these pumps, go
you can, you know
to Ebay and search
you have one of the
for FACET or Purolaprimary necessities
tor pumps. Keep
to make an engine
one as a spare. Stay
run, air. Now, let’s
away from the ones
check for number
at Advance or Autwo of the four main
toZone, Mr. Gasket,
things you need,
as they are crap. If
fuel. Simply remove
your car is positive
a fuel line from a
ground, just isolate
carb or filter and
the pump from any
turn the ignition
ground and run the
on if you have an
wires accordingly.
electric pump. If
This will work on
yours is mechanical,
either type pump
turn the engine over
Joe Lamando’s road side tech session 2005.
system you have.
a few times. Run
OK, you had
the fuel line into an
fuel but no spark. First, you need a
empty water bottle so you do not spill
12-volt test light; do not bother with a
gas around the engine. Do not try to
meter. Turn the key on and see if you
re-use the bottle for water.
have power at the ignition side of your
If you have gas, let’s check for
coil. If not, you need to check out the
necessary item #3, spark. The quickest
wiring between the ignition switch
way is to pull the coil wire out of the
and the coil. Go to the back of your
distributor cap and roll back the boot.
switch and see if there is power going
Wedge the wire so that the brass end
in and coming out. If there is, you
is within 1/8 inch of a good ground. If
must have a break in the wire. Instead
you are brave and do not mind shocks,
of trying to fix that now, just take one
you can just hold it close by hand, but
of those jumper wires I mentioned
not me. Now have the one helper alearlier, if you can remember that long
lowed near the car to turn the engine
over and look for spark at the wire. The ago, and connect power from the batlast thing you need is compression and tery or any hot lead under the hood to
the coil. You should run now.
unless you heard a lot of noises before
If there was power at the coil,
you shut your engine off, this should
then the problem is between the coil
not be a problem.
and distributor, which is most likely
There are a few things that could
anyway. Check for a loose wire first.
go wrong like a broken timing chain,
Connect the test light to the distribusheared drive dog pin on the distributor side of the coil and turn the engine
tor, massive vacuum leak that could
over with the starter. The light should
stop you from getting the thing going
flash off and on as the engine turns. If
again but not likely on a British car.
not, remove the cap and very carefully
If you have no fuel, it may be the fuel
check for a broken wire. Look at the
pump or fuel line. A lot of electric
points and turn the engine over until
pumps quit for no reason and hopefulthe points are closed. You can put the
ly someone will have one of the little
car in gear and push it to do this. Take
square ones as a spare. You can conit out of gear now. Using the test light,
nect this under the hood with zip ties
with the ignition on, take the pointy
and splice into the fuel line and with
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end of the test light (and connect the
other end to ground, don’t laugh, I
have forgotten to connect it before),
pry the points open along the spring.
The light should come on when the
points open and go off when they are
closed. Then kind of “POP” the points
open and closed.
Reconnect the test light to the
distributor side of the coil again and
try turning the engine over. The light
should now go on and off. I forgot to
mention to make sure there is a point
gap present. If the light now works, as
it should, replace the cap and remove
the test light and try to start the car. It
should run. Let me say it now that very
seldom do coils go bad, so no, do not
replace the coil first. The most common problems are broken low-tension
lead, broken rotor, and closed points.
If the car drove ok to where it has died,
then it should drive away just as well
without major repairs.
If you have an aftermarket ignition, like Petronix, then there are
one or two other tests you need to do.
Take the coil wire out of the dist and

place it near a ground as before. Take
a short piece of wire and connect it to
the distributor side of the coil, remove
the Petronix wires first to avoid any
chance of damaging a good Petronix, turn the key on and tap the wire
from the distributor side of the coil to
ground. The coil should fire every time
you ground the wire. If it does, the Igniter is bad and needs to be replaced. If
it does not fire and you do have power
to the coil, then the coil may be bad.
This happens once in 10,000 times,
coils go bad so seldom.
The biggest problem you will have
is well-intentioned helpers giving
you more suggestions than you can
shake a camshaft at. These cars are
very simple; please do not try to over
complicate things. One of these checks
should get you going again. I hope
these hints to get your car running
help you. Print them and save them
in a zip-lock bag so you can refer to
them; as you know, one day soon, your
car may die or not start. Or you can
whip them out when someone in your
group has a problem. Or just carry a
cell phone and a credit card as my wife
says.

Technical Talk
John:
Thank you for talking with me about
paint colors for my MGB. Here is the VIN:
GHN5UJ447007G. I will try the Paint
Store route to determine the exact color,
but any ideas you have are greatly appreciated. Moss Motors catalog indicates there
are two different aftermarket manufacturers of paint, they being: Ditzler and
Dupont. Would you have a preference?
Thanks again for your help.
		
—Norm Terry
Norm,
Your paint shop will have a
manufacturer’s preference – go with
the paint your shop likes to use. Most
of the manufacturers have color
codes and can mix up the paint or, if
not, the local paint store can match
the paint by eye or by the use of a
spectrometer.
I checked our VIN file – the closest MGB we have to yours is 447 009.
It is interesting to note that yours is
the SEVENTH MGB built in 1978 as the
VINs begin with 447 001 that year. As
the cars were built in batches, it is
certainly possible that you have a
1977 color on the car!
Hello John!
I’m rebuilding the front suspension
of my 1969 MGB and I want to replace
the wheel bearings. I have wire wheel
hubs and cannot figure out how to remove
the inner bearings and races. It seems as
though the oil seal is holding everything
in. People have said just grab it with a pair
of pliers, but it looks to be a solid piece
(much like a race) that is flush with the
back of the hub. I’m not sure if you’re still
answering email questions, but I thought
I’d try. Thanks, —Paul O’Neal
P.S. I’m excited to see your technical
manuals/videos...I’m a visual person and
pictures are worth many words to me.
Paul,
I’m not so computer savvy that I
can send along a picture of the components, but if you’re looking in your
Moss catalogue then that will be a
good basis for my explanation. Also,
please look at the YouTube video that
covers setting up the front wheel
bearings, as all the components (ex-
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
cept the outer races) are included.
Remove the brake caliper. You’ll
need a chisel to fold back the locktabs and a 5/8” socket to loosen the
bolts. Hang the caliper with wire
from the shock arm or from the
junction of the steel and flex brake
line. Do not allow the caliper to hang
by the hose alone! Pull the cap with
a tool which has a 5/16-24 thread,
exposing the nut and split pin.
Remove the clevis pin with a
screwdriver, a hook, wire cutters,
or, if it is truly impossible, just shear
it off by loosening the front nut.
Remove the front nut – this is a 1
1/8 castellated nut with an 11/16-16
thread. Both the left and right nuts
are normal right hand thread.
Shake the rotor and hub assembly violently to loosen the outer
wheel bearing and tagged washer.
Use hooks or stiff wire with 90-degree hooks to pull the washer and
bearing. Sometimes the entire hub
will pull loose at this time; sometimes
the remnants of the sheared split pin
must be removed first.
Once the hub is on your workbench, lift the inner spacer away
from the inner wheel bearing.
Sometimes this spacer remains on
the stub axle assembly. It is necessary
to polish the outside of this spacer as
the front hub seal rides against this
surface. Remember, too, to coat it
liberally with grease prior to assembly otherwise the front hub seal will
run dry and fail prematurely. Then,
pry out the hub seal with a screwdriver. You will want to fit a new seal
here so it doesn’t matter how excited
you get in removal –although it
almost always pops right out.
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Assuming that the outer wheel
bearing has fallen out, push the
spacer (and shims if they’re there)
towards the inner wheel bearing,
and in so doing, force the inner
wheel bearing, the distance tube,
and the shims out of the hub. Clean
the hub of grease. Inspect the casting
to find the two notches, opposite one
another, used to drive the outer races
from the hub. Use a long, slender
punch and drive the outer races from
the hub. Hit the outer race one side
and the other alternatively with each
crack of the hammer. Now the hub is
ready for a thorough cleaning!
REASSEMBLY: Fit the new outer
races to the hub. Drive them home
– you’ll hear a distinctly different
sound when they’ve become fully
seated. Do your best to keep the
punch on the edge of the race, but
the races are hardened and should
not become marred with an occasional miss of the punch. Now wipe
the inside clean to remove any chips
you may have caused driving the
races into place. Without using the
hub oil seal, set up the front hub on
the stub axle, using only light oil for
lubrication, tightening the front nut
to 60 lb-ft. Selectively fit the shims
until you have achieved these two
important factors: the hub runs
freely; and, when you grasp the hub
and shake it in and out, you will
hear a faint “tunk.” That faint tunk
is 0.002-0.003” of freeplay. You can
use a magnetic based dial indicator
by placing the magnetic base on the
brake rotor and the pin into the center of the stub axle – again when you
push and pull you will see a 0.0020.003” deflection.
Then disassemble the hub, ensuring that you do not lose (nor add)
any shims. Grease everything liberally, but do not pack the cavity full
of grease! Drive the new oil seal into
place with a hammer, striking it lightly round and round and round until
it’s flush with the end of the hub.
Again, grease the lip of the hub seal.
Carefully fit the shims into place, fit
the outer wheel bearing, the tagged
washer, and draw the nut to 60 lb-ft.
Now the hub should spin freely but
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have no discernable freeplay (you’ll
see it with a dial indicator, but you’ll
neither feel it nor hear it), meaning
that it should not tunk.
Hello John,
I know you don’t recall, but we have
spoken a couple of times in the past. It has
been a couple of years, as that’s how long
it has taken me to take my entire 1969
MGB down to bare metal, do the bodywork, and get it painted. Finally, I am in
the process of reassembly!
My reason for contacting you is that I
really need some advice on installing new
bumps on the rear suspension. Is there
a special tool I should use, or perhaps a
“secret” method to getting these things
on the body stud? The hole in the bump
is about 3/8” in diameter versus the 1”
stud diameter. As you probably know, the
“stud” I am referring to looks like a quarter hanging down from a short round rod.
Hey, I thought I’d go straight to the top and
ask THE expert, as nobody yet has been
able to help me. Can you please help??
Many thanks, —Les Siler
Les,

Fitting the bump stop just requires force and leverage. This is not
unlike the doughnuts in the gearbox crossmember or the protective
doughnuts for the oil cooler lines in
the radiator diaphragm. A drop or
two of dish detergent will make the
pieces more slippery – but it you get
it smeared around too much you’ll
lose your ability to hold onto the
bump stop. Push the stop against the
body, and then push the nub into
the hole with a screwdriver working
around (or turning the rubber stop
as you use the blade). If the first one
takes 45 minutes, the second one will
take five minutes!
Hello John,
Some feedback on your ‘rebuilding the
MGB 3 Synchro gearbox’ technical sheet
– I took my gearbox apart and found your
instructions very useful, more so than
the workshop manual that came with the
car. The extra notes or info and the type
of wrench needed made all the difference;
but I found a few things that were different or I didn’t know (or just got wrong):
a.) The speedo gear housing used a
7/16 socket not a 1 1/8”
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b.) Needle bearings fell out when
pulling the mainshaft apart (I think I did
something wrong here)
c.) Not sure what an “end float” is on
the laygear
The fault was found! It was one of the
gears (2nd largest) on the laygear. A pity
because they don’t look to be as cheap as
some of the others… There seems to be two
possible laygears available for the 62-67
MGB one that takes three bearings and
one that takes four. It looks like there are
four bearings inside this layshaft; would
that be right for gearbox GBE 7388? And
is it best to put new needle bearing in the
layshaft when refitting?
On your website you indicated there
would be three DVDs ready by Feb,
will they be ready to buy online on your
University Motors website? If they are anything like your YouTube stuff they should
be good.
Thanks again for your help!
—Andrew Will
Andrew,
The laygear failed because the
layshaft is badly worn – you didn’t
send a picture of that, but since the
needle bearings fell out of the inside
of the laygear, I surmise that either
the layshaft is worn on the outer
diameter or the laygear is worn on
the inner diameter. Either of these
conditions allow the laygear to sit on
an angle (incrementally, but still not
parallel) which loads the teeth and
SNAP! You are fortunate not to have
blown out the rest of the gears!
There are two laygears, two
layshafts, and two cases. The easiest solution is to replace the layshaft
with the original diameter – yours
is the earlier (MGA -> 66 MGB).  My
instructions were written for the
MGA which has a large hex fitting for
the speedo cable housing – yours,
the MGB, has a plastic housing. I will
amend my instructions.
The laygear endfloat is not
critical. The nominal end float for all
turning parts is about 0.002” - 0.003”
(crankshaft, front wheel bearings,
camshaft, etc). The manual calls for
about 0.010” but I’ve seen them with

0.030” with no ill effects. Order up
new thrust washers as thick as available and leave it as that.
Hi John,
After discovering cracks on my 1970
MGB, I have decided to replace the cylinder head on my MGB with a 12H4736
unleaded head. Will I need to machine
exhaust valve relief notches on the periphery of the bore to allow for exhaust valve
clearance, as I have an early engine block?
I have also discovered that the rocker assembly has an offset oil feed, will I need to
replace the rear rocker post to overcome oil
feed problems. Cheers! —Ashwin
Ashwin,
The relief in the block allows
the exhaust gasses to move more
freely. Those reliefs are not necessary
for operation but will improve performance, but not by an measurable
amount. The rocker offset is CRITICAL however. You can order an offset
rear pedestal from Moss or purchase
a good used one from Eclectic Motorworks in Holland, Michigan. (I sold
all my rocker assemblies to Carl at
Eclectic). The oil feed at the rear of
the block was changed when the hot
water fitting was added for the automatic choke on the 1975 models.
Hi John,
Thanks for the advice John, much
appreciated. Yesterday I started to fit the
unleaded head 12H4736 on my 18GH
engine block and as expected, the exhaust
valves do interfere with the block. For
all those who are thinking of installing
a new cast iron cylinder head 12H2708
(12H4736) with 1.62” Inlet valves and
hardened valve seats, you may need the
engine block to be notched around the
bore. As I discovered, my car has a 1970
chassis with 1969 Engine (Pre-18V block),
hence has required additional machining.
As for the offset oil feed, I managed to get
one locally from our MG specialist. I also
found this web page quite useful: www.
mgcars.org.uk/peterburgess/exhaustcutouts.html Cheers from Downunder!
		
—Ashwin
Thanks for the update, Ashwin!

Reminder: John Twist IS pleased to answer your technical query.
you can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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Remembering Caroline Robinson

March / April 2010

he MG Universe
lost another
star, with the
passing in mid-January,
of Caroline Robinson
Twist after a long battle
with cancer.
Barby & I had
known Caroline for over
30 years ever since that
fateful day when having
driven from Chicago to
Glens Falls in pouring rain. We were
told that there was no food at the inn
where our reservations had been made
and we should try elsewhere! That was
also the first time we had met John
Twist and my temper exploded to the
hotel staff in front of John & Caroline!
Not an auspicious start to a friendship
which lasts until this day.
If you ever attended one of the giant University Motors Summer Parties,
the first person you met
as you walked in was a
smiling Caroline at the
registration desk usually
assisted by a couple of
her kids and her brother
Peter.
Caroline was a very
smart lady, highly intelligent, and above all,
an excellent statistician
and records keeper. She
embraced all aspects
of John’s University
Motors operation. She
was also the very first
MGB Registrar for NAMGBR – keeping
details of all the registered MGBs on
3 X 5 cards, which she passed on to
subsequent holders of the position.
She was also responsible for compiling the comprehensive list of MGB
paint colors which was featured in
Anders Clausager’s definitive book on
the MGB, and which has also appeared
in the Moss Motors’ MGB catalog for
many years.

We will miss her
very much but she is
now at peace and our
deepest sympathies
go out to John and the
whole family.
Grand Rapids Press
January 17, 2010:

Caroline Scott
Robinson, 56, of Ada,
died Tuesday, Jan 12th,
2010, at home surrounded by her family.
Caroline graduated
from Forest Hills High School in 1972
and received her BS in Business from
Aquinas in 1978. She had a lifetime
passion for horseback riding and reading. A fiercely independent woman,
she valued family greatly and was
extremely dedicated to and supportive
of her four children. She left a brilliant
impression on all she met.
For 33 years with her husband,
she created, organized, managed,
and directed University Motors, a local MG
sportscar business of
international acclaim.
She was preceded in
death by her father,
Oliver Long Robinson.
She is survived by her
mother, Barbara Robinson of Cascade and step
mother Joan Robinson
of Grand Rapids; and by
her siblings John (Betsi)
Robinson, Greensboro
1985
NC; Mary Robinson
(Tom Simmons); and Peter Robinson, both of Grand Rapids.
An extraordinary wife and mother
of intense character, she leaves her
grieving husband of 31 years, John H
Twist and four children: Mary (Chris)
VanOpstal of Wilmette, IL, J Brooks
Twist, Barbara Rose Twist, and James
Oliver Twist, all of Ada.
Her legacy was her incredible
strength. “Don’t let yourself get weak;
you are as strong as you stay.”
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Sell • Seek • Swap!
Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send
ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO
63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to
refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1974 MGB/GT – Body shell, soda blasted and

primed; original floor pans with no rust! Excellent
for restoration or V8 conversion - $1000; 1800
engine with fresh rebuild, never started, good
transmission with overdrive - $1500 obo; Doug
Plemmons (828) 775-7343 NC 		
030410

1965 MGB GHN3L64200 – OE White/Red with

grey packaway hood. Heritage papers. Excellent
driver, no rust; currently equipped with ex-rally
2-liter motor and is very quick, have original
engine and equipment. 4-sychro overdrive. Otherwise original. POA, email for details Phil Smith,
mgpsmith@att.net CT 		
030410

1977 MGB – Sandglow/Autumleaf; factory hard

top, overdrive; many upgrades including Pertronix
distributor, SS exhaust, 15” Minilites, lowered
1.5-inches, and many more. Numerous show
awards, including MG on the Rocks, MG 2008
Best in Show. Show quality inside and out and
drives even better than it looks. $16,500
Neal Becker (717) 332-8708
or neal.112@hotmail.com
PA 		
030410

1967 MGB/GT Vintage Racer – white #188, driver
retirement but not the car – needs good home!
Competitive for 13 seasons; Fab Tek engine and
lots of parts; ready for the 2010 season - $13,000
obo; Bob Walker, (719) 646-5910 or
janet_wal@msn.com CO
010210
1971 MGB – Chrome bumper w/OD; original and
excellent condition inside and out; new paint, yellow, several years ago; all electrical works; earlier
grill; new seat covers; good top, tonneau, and boot
cover; runs as good as it looks, very dependable. $7500; Howard Bruce, (812) 876-9692 or
hbruce71mgb@bluemarble.net
IN
010210
1971 MGB – breaking up for parts; long outside
storage – dealer installed air conditioning and all
smog equipment still on car. Top and interior bad,
no overdrive. Dave Ring (580) 382-1050 or
dring@ompa.com OK 		
010210

Selling or Buying an MG?
Take advantage of NAMGBR’s
Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds
on our website: www.NAMGBR.org/classified
A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find part
or that next project.

WANTED
Looking for Volume 1, Issue 2, April/May 1991
of the MGB Driver. Also, looking for mugs from
the University Motors 1993 Summer Party. Tony
Shoviak, 321 Ridgepoint Circle, Waterville, OH
43566 or call (419) 878-2041 OH 010210

PARTS FOR SALE
MGB parts and supplies – FREE to good home.

I had to retire my 1975 MGB, leftover parts and
supplies free to someone who can use them; come
and get them or pay for shipping. Half-tonneau
cover; bars for half-tonneau cover; seat upholstery
kit (passenger seat only); rear panel from interior
kit; jute bag for jack in trunk; sun visors; battery
compartment cover; oil filters; electrical connectors, fuses, etc; black carpet kit (excluding some
pieces); astray; fluids: silicone brake fluid, Castrol
LMA, Castrol Hypoy, shock fluid; three Rostyle
wheels (rusty); one snow tire; one regular tire;
tarp that covers top; complete run of MGB Driver
magazines; other miscellaneous bits and pieces,
used and new. Rob Jacob, (781) 860-7995 or rjkjacob2@gmail.com MA
030410

Exhaust system 1962-74 MGB – Falcon

stainless-steel exhaust, almost new, $200 plus
shipping. Stanley Feigenbaum, (252) 249-2473 or
stan@betamarinenc.com NC 		
030410

1969 MGC engine and overdrive transmission;
engine has good oil pressure and does not burn
oil. It is complete with all accessories. Transmission is quiet with new bearings and very good
overdrive unit – both for $1000; New MGC bonnet, still in BMH box - $600. Other MGB & MGC
parts available.
Gerald Berry – (805) 434-1633 CA 111209

MGB/GT left rear quarter panel new $700; MGB/
GT right front fender new $500; or both for
$1000. You pay crating and shipping.
Jim Manning (419) 636-7127 OH 111209

1967-71 MGB new and used parts. Priced to sell!
Call for complete list. Some items: windshield in
frame, transmission, shocks, brake parts, and body
components. Bob Walker (719) 646-5910,
(719) 210-6055, or janet_wal@msn.com CO 111209

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers
Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their
MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months
in advance to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2010
• Feb 28............... British Car Swap Meet, Wheaton, IL • www.brishcarswap.info

• Mar 6................ Celtic Festival & British Car Show, Zephyrhills, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Mar 20.............. British Car Day, New Orleans, L • www.bmcno.org

• April 10............. British Car Day, Winter Park, FL • www.AllBritishCarClub.com
• Apr 16-18.......... NAMGBR Regional Meet – North Meets South, Pismo Beach, CA 		
• emgeeguy@aol.com
• April 19-23 ....... Key West Gathering, Key West, FL • robincamblin@att.net

• April 24............. British Motor Classic, Tampa, FL • www.britishmotorclub.net

• April 24-25........ Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• May 1 .............. Britfest 2010, Succasunna, NJ • www.mgccnj.org
• May 2 .............. British & European Car Show, Williamsburg, VA • www.wmbgbrit.com
• May 7-9............ Springtime in the Smokies, Townsend, TN • www.blountbritishcars.org
• May 15 ............ Triangle British Car Show, Raleigh, NC • trianglebritishclassic@gmail.com
• June 4-5............ Champagne British Car Fest, Bloomington, IL
• www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com
• June 5............... Cars of England Show, West Chester, PA • yukon80@comcast.net
• June 6 .............. British Return to Ft Meigs, Perrysburg, OH • tenntony@att.net
• June 6............... Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ • mgdriversclub@hotmail.com
• June 6............... British by the Sea, Waterford, CT • www.mgclub.homestead.com
• June 11-13......... Rallye Glenwood Springs, Glenwood Springs, CO • http://mgcc.org

• June 11-12......... Heartland MG Show, Overland Park, KS • www.heartlandmgregional.com
• June 12-13......... Classic Car Show, Manchester, VT • mgdriversclub@hotmail.com

• June 13............. British Motor Car Gathering, Hellertown, PA • www.keystonemg.com
• June 23-27........ NAMGBR MG 2010, Belleville, ON • www.mg2010.com
• Sept 18.............. British Car Day, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

• Sept 24-26........ Southeast British Car Festival, Dillard, GA • www.peachtreemg.com
June 27................ British Car Show, South Bend, IN • www.michianabrits.com
July 1-3................ GOF Central, Huron, OH • www.GOFCentral.com
July 10-11............. Mad Dogs & Englishmen British Car Faire, Hickory Corners, MI
• www.maddogsandenglishmen.org
July 25................. Tea at the Vicarage Rally, Howe, IN • www.michianabrits.com

July 26-30............ NAMGAR GT 35, Delavan, WI • http://gt35.namgar.com

Sept 11................. British Car Day, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

Sept 12................. Chicagoland British Car Festival, Des Plaines, IL • www.britishcarunion.com
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