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The Inside Line

elcome to the annual
convention issue! MG 2009
was a wonderful event
and I hope you were able to attend.
Continuing the tradition of the past
several years, Charles de Bourbon has
put together a wonderful full-color
photo essay so you can bring back
the memories or experience them for
the first time. It goes without saying
that Charles put a lot of sweat into
taking the hundreds of pictures that
he waded through to find the jewels
that he picked for the spread. Also in
this issue, Ken Smith gives us one of
his famous “stream of consciousness”
thoughts on the convention and
you’ll also find a full report, car show
and concours results, as well as other
details.
I want to say thank you for all the
kind words and encouragement about
the MGB Driver I received in Breckenridge. I got so many that I’m sure my
head swelled to roughly the size of a
hot air balloon. So if I blocked your
way while trying to fit through a door
or if I acted like I was too big for my
britches – you have my apologies! I
know I’ve said this before, but the real
thanks goes to you – our members –
for supplying all the great material
that we feature in each issue. Without
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Robert
Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
you, this would be just a bunch of
blank pages!
Surprisingly, I’m running low
on Reader Rides. Why not send me a
picture of your pride & joy along with
a short write-up on what you do, what
local club you belong to, how long
you’ve owned your car, and maybe
a line or two about some trip you’ve
taken or some challenge you’ve overcome with it. It’s becoming one of my
favorite sections of the magazine so
please share your pictures and stories
with the membership!

Robert
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just walked through the door
after returning from our local MG
Club’s monthly meeting. What an
enjoyable time with a great group of
people. Some of my most memorable
MG memories have been spent in
the company of the West Michigan
Old Speckled Hens. It is a wonderful
feeling to be greeted at the door by a
room full of laughter and a number of
people asking how you are doing, did
you get your project completed, how’s
was the trip out to the B convention
in Breckenridge? There is a certain
warmth projected from people that
genuinely care for you and your family. And they feel the same warmth
and regard from you as well.
I bet there are a number of you
that are thinking to yourself that
sounds like my club and our meetings. I certainly hope so, because, the
Marque of Friendship is more then
just a slogan describing MG ownership, it the enthusiasm and fellowship that is practiced by MG owners
around the world.
I am in total amazement with
how MG owners will help a total
stranger at the drop of a hat because
he shares the bond of a quirky English automobile that was last imported into North American almost
30 years ago. How some of the next
generation have picked up the torch
and have that same gleam in their
eyes, looking at British cars the same
way their parents did back in the 60’s
and 70’s.
I believe that for many of us, MG
ownership has given us the chance to
escape the problems of the everyday
world. Whether it’s the feeling of
working with your own hands and
replacing a part that has given up
the ghost after forty years, or driving
down a moonlit road with the top
down and a whisper of the exhaust
note in your ears.
MGB Driver
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Bruce
Wyckoff
Chairman
NAMGBR
One of my fondest memories of
MG ownership took place years ago at
the University Motors Summer Party
hosted by John and Caroline Twist. It
was 6:15 in the morning and a light
rain had damped the cars in the hotel
parking lot. A number of owners were
in the lot, steaming coffee in hand,
drying off their cars as the sun was
just peaking over the horizon. Someone playing Beethoven on their CD
player served as the perfect backdrop
to enthusiasts cleaning their cars for
the day’s events.
There isn’t a week that goes by
that I didn’t think how fortunate I
am to be involved with a great group
of people, both on the local and the
national level. MG ownership is as
much about the people as it is the
cars.

Bruce

On the Covers
Front: John Gabert
and his Concour Top
Scoring MGB LE at
MG 2009.
Back: The continuing
collection of MGs
that attended MG
2009. Also Robert
Rushing’s MG in
Colorado.
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Vice Chairman’s Notes

2009 Annual General Meeting

By Tony & Lynne Burgess
NAMGBR Convention and AGM Coordinators

ASK NOT WHAT NAMGBR CAN DO FOR
YOU…

L

ast issue I described at length the
great deal that the North American MGB Register provides to its
affiliated clubs: Solid no-cost insurance coverage for your club’s events
and for your directors and officers.
In return, we ask only that your club
have at least eight members who are
also members in good standing of
NAMGBR. That’s it. There’s no membership fee or annual dues. What a
deal!
There comes a time, however
(and this is just about that time),
when we need our chapters to rev up
the RPMs when it comes to spreading the word about all that the North
American MGB Register is and has
to offer. We know there are LOTS of
MGB and Midget owners out there
who have no idea who we are and
what we offer. We’re not just a “register” of cars. We’re a national club
with a fun, informative and helpful
bimonthly magazine that puts on terrific yearly meets around the country.
Here are ways your club can help
promote the national organization:
• Give a NAMGBR membership
application to all of your club’s new
members when they pay their initial
dues … whether they own an MG or
not. (You never know when a Triumph owner might want to make the
switch.) If you have a “new member”
packet, include a NAMGBR app in it.
• Put NAMGBR applications in
the registration packets of your annual show, or have them at your regalia sales table or information desk. Or,
put one in every MGB, Midget, and
1100/1300 at your show.
• You know that free copy of
the MGB Driver that gets sent to your
club? It’s not for the personal enjoyment of the person it gets sent to.
Make sure it is brought to club meetings and passed around. There are
probably a lot of people in your club
6

A
Kim de Bourbon
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
who haven’t seen it in a while, and
don’t know it’s new and improved.
• Place the NAMGBR logo prominently on your club’s website, with
a link to the NAMGBR site, www.
namgbr.org.
• Also place the logo and link for
the next NAMGBR national convention on your site, especially if it’s on
your side of the continent. (Info for
MG2010 in Belleville, Ontario, is at
www.mg2010.com.) Put the national
event in your online calendar.
• Same thing goes for your newsletter: Your affiliation with NAMGBR
logo should be a standing element.
A business card-size promo for the
organization is available, and should
also be run in every newsletter, as
space allows.
• And now that you’ve switched
to a PDF newsletter, an extra page or
two doesn’t cost you any more, correct? So why not include a NAMGBR
membership application on a regular
basis, as well as the registration form
for the next national show.
Email me for PDF or JPG copies
of the NAMGBR logo and up-to-date
promo ad. I can also send you a PDF
of a NAMGBR membership application, which includes information
about the organization. Email me at
vicechairman@namgbr.net.
So, “ask not” what NAMGBR can
do for you (because I wrote about that
in the last Driver); it’s time to ask what
you (and your chapter) can do for
NAMGBR.
Kim
MGB Driver
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ttend the 2009 North American MGB Register Annual
General Meeting on Saturday, October, 24, 2009, from 1:00 5:00pm (Eastern Time) at the Ramada
Hotel and Resort, Belleville, Ontario,
Canada.
Planning is underway for
NAMGBR’s 2009 AGM which will be
held this year in Belleville, Ontario
(approx. 115 miles east of Toronto).
The resort will be the host hotel for
NAMGBR’s 2010 Annual Convention
being held June 23-27, 2010.
A limited number of rooms are
being held for Friday and Saturday
nights, October 23-24, 2009 at the
special rate of $99/night (plus tax). If
you would like to book a room, please
phone (800) 420-3555 and use the
North American MGB Annual Meet-

MGB Driver
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ing code “AGM”.
The MG Car Club of Toronto
(MGCCT) host committee is working
on the social plans for the weekend,
but will include casual dinners on
Friday and Saturday nights, as well
as some local activities on Saturday
morning before the 1:00pm Annual
Meeting.
On Friday afternoon, October
23rd, several members from the
MGCCT will be leading a caravan
departing at 5:00pm from the east
side of Toronto to Belleville. If you
would like to join this caravan, please
contact Peter on (416) 720 8878 or
Mac on (416) 709-2205 for details.
If you need additional information contact Lynne or me at (614) 8992394 or MORRISMINR@AOL.COM.
DON’T FORGET, DUE TO NEW
BORDER LAWS, YOU NOW NEED
A PASSPORT TO ENTER/LEAVE
CANADA.
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From the Secretary

From the Treasurer

H

C

ongratulations to the MG Car
Club Rocky Mountain Centre
for a very special and successful MG 2009. Your attention to every
detail, event set-up, activity schedules, and hospitality made for a very
memorable event. Throughout the
event I heard numerous participants
and club members commenting on
the beauty of the Breckenridge area,
how helpful the Worker B’s were, and
how the MGCCRMC should take
great pride in how they hosted MG
2009. As a participant I agree with
them, great job!
To the NAMGBR family of volunteers that helped to staff our membership booth, I especially want to think
each of you for helping with the sale
of our regalia, meeting and greeting
current and new members. I enjoyed
working with each of you and look
forward to working with each of you
during future events. We still have
some North American MGB Register
regalia available. Contact our regalia
coordinator for information.
Our membership continues to
grow. During MG 2009 we set a goal
of reaching two thousand and nine
current/active members. I am pleased
to announce that not only did we
achieve that goal; we exceeded our
goal by some twenty members! Congratulations to Jerry & Leslie Adler of
Carrillo’s, New Mexico, for becoming new active member #2009 – your
special recognition plaque should be
arriving soon.
We have recently had members
join us from South America, Australia, and France, we extend a special
welcome to them. Remember our best
recruiters for new members are our
current members, share your experiences, share your MGB Drivers, and
extend a welcome to them to join our
organization.
For MG 2010 or future events,
you may want to consider attend-
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Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
ing the event with a caravan. As a
caravan participant to MG 2009, I
discovered that traveling with club
members can be a fun experience for
any club. The Breckenridge Caravan
participants especially want to express their appreciation to NAMGBR
members Richard & Carol Brown and
Keith & Judy Bess for their work and
efforts to set up and lead the caravan. Our caravan was hosted for an
overnight stop by NAMGBR members
Alan & Jean Newlin of Marysville,
Kansas.
It is rewarding to see members
from across the country visiting,
enjoying the adventure, and becoming friends. The caravan was featured
in the Smith County Pioneer newspaper, Volume 137, #26, of Smith
Center, Kansas, a nice way to advertise MG 2009 and MG history. Go to
pioneer@ruraltel.net for information
on the article. The caravan made the
entire one thousand mile plus trip
trouble free. With temperatures in
excess of 100-degrees across Kansas,
the cars and especially the drivers
were glad to get into the mountain
cool air.
Feel free to contact me if you
need any assistance with your membership status, have any questions or
just wish to contact us.

Denny

MGB Driver
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ope you enjoyed MG 2009!
The MG Car Club - Rocky
Mountain Centre organizing
committee was delighted to share
Colorado’s scenic beauty and curvefilled roads with all attendees. The
volunteer “Worker B’s” in their bright
yellow shirts were visible in the parking lot, registration, and all over each
of the event locations!
MG 2009 registrations grew to
almost 300. Thanks to NAMGBR
Member support for each of the
events! Participation numbers were:
Tour 130, Rallye 85, Back Country BBQ 303, Mine Tour 191, and
Saturday evening’s banquet had 300
attendees. The Car Show had 254 cars
registered, 205 made it to the field
including the History of MGs cars in
the Breckenridge Ballroom, starting
with the 1930 MG 12/12 through
the following models J2, PA, L1, TA,
TC, YA, TD, TF, Twin Cam, Midget,
chrome and rubber bumper Bs, 2 SAs,
and the EX-186 Le Mans prototype.
Financially, the event should
have a positive cash flow after expenses. MG 2009 charitable contributions go to the Freedom Service Dogs
(to assist people with disabilities) and
to Project Angel Heart (delivers meals
to those with life threatening illness).
The committee has MG 2009 regalia
available for sale. Check the www.
MG2009.com website.
Congratulations and a BIG
Thank You! goes out to the membership of the MG Car Club - Rocky
Mountain Centre, the British Motoring Club of Northern Colorado
(Valve Cover Racing), and the Rocky
Mountain Triumph Club (Rallye
Check Point workers), The Motorway
(Funkhana), and a special thanks to
Brian G. Woodhams, MG Car Club
Overseas Director, who came for a
vacation and found himself working
from sunup to sunset for the entire
event.
The North American MGB

MGB Driver
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Alan
Magnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR
Register has an income of $15,866.21
since October 1, 2008. The income is
a result of the growth of membership
to over 2009 active memberships.
We have NAMGBR regalia including
grille badges, lapel pins, shirts, jackets, hats, and key fobs for sale.
As we approach the Annual
General Meeting in October please
update your club information by the
beginning of our October fiscal year.
The finances of the Register are open
to all, at any time. If you would like a
copy please send me a self-addressed,
stamped envelope.
Alan

NAMGBR
Balance Sheet Summary
As of July 21, 2009
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
Accounts Receivable
Other Current Assets
Total Current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

Total
86,082.48
32.00
0.00
$ 86,114.48
$ 86,114.48

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Equity
TOTAL
LIABILITIES & EQUITY

0.00
$ 0.00
$ 0.00
86,114.48
$ 86,114.48
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The MGB Registrar

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar

W

hat a great event in Breckenridge at the NAMGBR
Convention! Four fun-filled
days that at times seemed to overwhelm the senses. I’m sure the meet
will be comprehensively covered elsewhere in this issue, but I have to say
it was one of the best and most well
organized conventions we have ever
attended. We hope you all got home
safe and sound.
Now to other bits and pieces – we
don’t have much room in this edition
of the MGB Driver so I’ll get straight
to it. Thanks to those members who
offered to send me photos of the 1980
emission controls sticker mentioned
in the last issue. Here’s a shot of the
full sticker which no vendor to the
best of my knowledge has yet reproduced. I was also pleased to hear
from Janine Mayhew, daughter of
Marce Mayhew, the Creative Director
responsible for many of the brochures
and operations for BL & JRT in the
late 70’s and early 80’s. She sent me a
little pin of her father’s, which commemorated the famous MG hot-air
10
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balloon exercise. All who took part
in this promotion received such a pin
and I will treasure it among my MG
souvenirs.
By the way did anyone else
notice the 1980 MGB Limited Edition 520851 advertised on eBay out
of Bridgeport, Connecticut, stating
that it had six cylinders and poor
“breaks”! Meanwhile, Bill Barge and
I have been trying to trace a couple
of early MGBs, one of which is in the
hands of David Yeats in Abingdon,
England. This is GHN3L 29519 which
first came to the US in January of
1964. It was then exported back to
the UK in 1998 and converted to RH
drive. In the paperwork which came
with the car was the “pink slip” stating it had a California license plate of
NNK928 and was owned by William
A. Stewart of 6440 W. 80th Place in
Los Angeles. Any info welcomed!
We are also looking for a 1968
MGB/GT GHD 411149 in Primrose
Yellow purchased originally in Bakersfield, California. Steve Guichard
whose father purchased the car new,
has some interesting bits including
the original bill of sale which he
would like to pass on to the present
owner if he can be located. Again any
information welcomed. And Martin
Robinson, of the UK MGCC MGB
Register, would be pleased to have
any information on GHN3L 6682 a
1963 Iris Blue MGB which was re-imported back to the UK in 1993 from
San Francisco. Black California plate
11

MGB Register
of DYR 911 and owned by Thomas
Murphy of Belmont.
Finally, I was delighted to
receive another little reminiscence
from our man in Abingdon, Adrian
Goodenough, who worked at the MG
Factory for many years. He wrote to
me saying that, “On the changeover
to the rubber bumpered MGB, when
they came into our department-paint
shop and finishing-they did not look
quite right. The front valance under
the bumper was in body color and it
just seemed to spoil the look of the
car. I recall having a word with Jack
Butler the paint shop foreman who
replied hat I was just trying to create
more work and there was nothing
wrong with how the cars looked!    
So I put a red MGB and a black one
side by side and when Bob Stanland
came by from the drawing office I
pointed out to him how much better
the black MGB looked. I think he
must have gone back and told Don
Hayter because a few days later I was
asked by Jack to paint the valance
on both a red and a white MGB, but
after painting it with a gloss black it
looked even worse! And of course, Mr.
Butler said he’d been right the first
time. Then a colleague, Mick Crook,
came up to me and said that I should
try semi-matt black on the valance,
and he took away the spray gun I was
using and a few minutes later came
back and said to try this. He had put
gray filler into the gloss black and had
then painted the valance on the red
MGB. It looked a picture! The valance
was now a semi-matt finish and after
that it as decided that all the rubber
bumper MGBs should be painted the
same. This created another problem
as it was now the job of Ernie Herring,
the paint oven supervisor, to paint all
the valances before they entered his
oven. However, Ernie refused as he
could not bend down to spray every
car, so they ended up getting the carpenters from maintenance to build
12

1980 Catalyst label - complete this time

large ramps which then raised the
front of the cars about two feet higher
and Ernie was a lot happier! All his
was long before the Limited Editions
came along.”
My friend Pete Beadle who
worked at the original University
Motors for several years sent me an
update after reading John Twist’s
column in the last issue of the Driver.
“I worked at the Epsom Branch which
was formerly Woodcote Motors. They
were originally distributors for MG,
Morris, and had dealer status for Riley
and Wolseley.     University Motors
(Woodcote) at 4 Church St., Epsom,
was registered in February 1964. They
occupied a building designed by convicted felon, John Poulson which was
just like a “toy garage” with a ramp up
the side of the building to get to the
service area. The showroom below
had special convex glass so you could
look inside without being distracted
by any reflections. The building has
now been demolished. The Hanwell/
Ealing branch of UM was at 99 Manor
Rd and they enjoyed a long working
relationship with Wood & Pickett.
This company were all rounders at
interior trim, upholstery and conversion, whereas UM Epsom were geared
up for crash repair and insurance
MGB Driver
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jobs. When I started at UM, I was told
by one of the senior car salesmen who
was around in 1969 that quite a few
MGB customers didn’t like the looks
of the new Mk II recessed black grille,
so to clinch the sale the salesman
would offer (for a small extra charge!)
to swap the grilles over for a Mk 1
chrome grille purloined from the
excess stock of MGCs sitting in the
car compound. This might explain
why some UM MGCs had special
grilles. Who knows? It was Wood &
Pickett who made the special slatted
grilles and I suspect they also made
the stainless steel sill covers, headlamp under shields, and bonnet bulge
covers. The s/s sill covers now on the
market are nothing like the originals.
The original top mounting strip was
polished aluminum with a red, or
black plastic insert pressed into it,
which in turn covered the heads of
the mounting screws/rivets. Wood &
Pickett also made a rear seat conversion for which made the MGB/MGC
a three seater (not four) by making a
seat sideways across the rear. They cut
out the 2 battery boxes and the batteries were moved to the rear of the
rear wheel arches and were very small
and had very neat carpeted covers fitted over them. One particular conversion I recall was owned by an elderly
lady in a beautiful metallic blue with
a cloth interior head lining. Wood
& Picket still exists in Leatherhead,
Surrey, where they restore Minis. I
can’t remember when they closed
the Central London showroom, but
there was also UM Commercial, UM

Newbury, and University Marine plus
University Electrics in Southgate,
North London. UMECO Plc the holding company still exists
Well another first for the
Register! We have received our first
registration from a member in Puerto
Rico. Anibal Diaz owns a 72 Roadster with overdrive and Miniltes. He
also has a 72 B/GT which is a show
car having undergone a ground up
restoration. If that wasn’t amazing
then we also just received our first
registration from FRANCE!! Sebastian
Canevet has a 74 MGB. It just goes to
show that this Register reaches parts
of the world that others do not!

New registrations:
Maura Henderson - 73 MGB
Ronald Stock - 73 MGB
Anibal Diaz - 72 MGB & 72 MGB/GT
Lyn Kinney - 79 MGB. LE
Steven Caplowe - 76 MGB
Carmen Impelluso - 1980 MGB LE
Gary Dymesich - 74 MGB
John Liebig - 79 MGB
Patrick Talbot - 74 MGB
Donna Arnott - 80 MGB LE
Curtiss Allen - 67 MGB
John Gbert - 80 MGB LE
Robin Kirk - 72 MGB
Bud Colvin - 78 MGB
Bruce Tetzlaff - 75 MGB
Sebastian Canevet - 74 MGB
Andre Labbe - 79 MGB
Sunny Sonnenrein - 63 MGB and 80 MGB
Douglas Cargo - 1980 MGB LE
Allen Hazlett - 66 MGB
James Holmes - 79 MGB
Stephen Struck - 75 MGB
Bob Knight – 79 MGB
Dave Cowhey – 73 MGB
Ken, at the MG2009
convention. Suffering
from a slipped disk,
Ken managed to hijack a friend’s scooter
for touring the show.
Posing by one of many
MGs in a fabulous
display of MGs inside
the hotel’s conference
room.

MGB Driver
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MG 2010 Introduction
By Peter Mittler, Vice Chairman
MG 2010 Committee

I

t’s less than a year from now. You
and your co-driver are heading for
Belleville, Ontario, Canada for MG
2010 and if you are not a Canadian
resident, you are carrying your passport. Your MGB, Midget or 1100 is
singing sweetly as you come into the
region from the eastern or western
reaches of Lake Ontario.
From the east you have the opportunity to take in the 1000 Islands
Parkway, a beautiful scenic route
along the northern shore of the St.
Lawrence River. Pick it up after you
enter Canada after coming up Interstate 81. Continue along Highway 2
possibly stopping at historic Kingston, Ontario, to watch the changing
of the guard at Old Fort Henry. From
there take 401 west, or Highway 2 or
the Loyalist Parkway to Belleville.
From the west through Detroit or
south west through Buffalo you will
need to traverse through Toronto.
You could spend a week in Toronto, as
the city has much to offer, but if you
are by-passing try to time it so that
you are in western Toronto between
10am and 2pm. Before or after that
can be busy, just like in any other
major centre. You can take 401 east
or 407 east [photo toll road and they
will bill you] to get to the east side of
the city. Niagara Falls should be in
your travel plans if you have never
seen it.
You are in Belleville. It’s June 23,
2010. What an exciting few days we
have planned! Event details are at
www.mg2010.com. Registration will
be open after the AGM in October
2009. Here are the highlights:

A reception party
on Wednesday the 23rd

A guided tour of Prince Edward
County on Thursday the 24th with
a lunch at a winery and a stop at
Lake on the Mountain. (Lake on the
14
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Mountain is a natural curiosity – it
has a constant flow of clean, fresh
water, with no apparent source, 60
meters above Lake Ontario).

We will close Thursday with a BarB-Que bash.
Track Day (lap sessions - no racing)
and a Funkhana at Shannonville on
Friday the 25th
The car show, MG Olympics, and
the Awards Banquet on
Saturday the 26th.

For the ladies we are looking into
a winery tour and luncheon, a presentation from a cosmetic supplier, and a
silver jewelry show and sale. The host
hotel, Ramada Inn Belleville, has two
pools, a waterslide, a sauna, car washing facilities, and a car show venue.
This facility and three additional
hotels have rooms blocked and we
have negotiated very favorable rate
between $99.00 and $119 (Canadian)
per night.
There is a natural historical tie-in
between MG 2010 and MG 2008 with
its Valley Forge Liberty Bell theme.
Participants from MG 2008 will have
learned a lot about the War of Independence and now, two years later,
will be able to learn about those Loyalists who were displaced by the War
and fled north and east. The Loyalist
Parkway, which runs through Prince
Edward County, is marked with
signage matching our MG 2010 logo
with the Blue background and yellow
period-figures in Loyalist dress.
The MG Car Club of Toronto,
having hosted the very first NAMGBR
event nineteen years ago, looks
forward to hosting you once more as
we prepare for another event which
embodies MG, “The Marque of
Friendship”.
BREAKING NEWS!!!! Why not
come up a week early for an MG racing event as well? The 31st VARAC
international Vintage Racing Festival
at Mosport will have, as one of its
15

MG 2010 Introduction
features, the 2010 MGVR Focus Event
(www.mgvr.org). We are very excited
about welcoming all you folks up here
and can promise you a great time.
Next year is also Mosport’s 50th Anniversary, so we’ll be working with
Mosport on developing other feature
groups reflecting this significant
milestone in the history of the track.
The VARAC Festival is always on the

3rd weekend of June, so next year’s
event would run Friday, June 18 to
Sunday, June 20, 2010, with a test
day on Thursday, June 17, according
to Walter Davies, President, VARAC
(www.varac.ca).
And as a final note, if you don’t
have a passport please take the time
now to apply for one since the new
US law went into affect requiring
anyone entering the United States
from Canada (including US citizens)
to have a valid passport.

Originality • Part 3
By Lloyd Faust

W

ell folks, I have been to the
mountain and returned.....
depressed. I have spoken
with the masses and have come away
with the knowledge that, although
there is a “gee whiz curiosity” regarding originality....it is just not very far
up anyone’s list of priorities. The fact
that there were twice as many V8 conversions at Breckenridge as there were
concours entries should serve notice
that my beliefs may just be more than
a bit off center.
In my talks, I often heard the
comment, “that is all that is available” when I was specific about a
certain item. A part was used whether
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it was authentic or not as long as it
worked. It seems that the search for
the ‘correct part’ begins and ends in
the pages of the mail order catalog.
My analogy that when I lived in
Southern California, I often ran into
Jay Leno at swap meets searching for
that ‘elusive’ Duesenberg part (since
there is no mail order Duesenberg
restoration catalog), but that was just
met with a chuckle. “Well Duesenbergs are worth a ton of money” was
the never failing reply.
I’m sure we can all remember
when older Corvettes and Porsches
could be had for $1000 and not the
six figure price many command
today. Yet the interest in ‘keeping
it original’ was always there...often
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times to the extreme. Not with MGBs,
however, and I am at a loss to explain
why. The feeling seems to be that
keeping the car original will somehow make it.....pick one here....less
reliable, less usable, less fun, if the car
was worth more I’d keep it original,
etc. etc......thank goodness Paul Hanley’s car is always there to slap those
statements down.
I preached last time about
determining what was ‘original’. At
Breckenridge, I asked rubber bumper
car owners about their door mirrors,
because it was so obvious – some
were the original type and some were
the replacement type. The replies
were about evenly divided between
“I didn’t know” and “I didn’t care”
if they had the replacement type,
but all said it wasn’t a big deal and
wouldn’t bother to search for the
original type. See pictures for a ‘gee
whiz’ look at the two types. First
picture is original, second is replacement. Is this just a waste of time and
space in the Driver?
Editor replies:
Well, Lloyd, I for one hope this
isn’t the last one. Sure the numbers
who want to have only original
items or concours-prepped cars is
very small compared to the overall
number, but that doesn’t mean that
there isn’t interest or that we should
ignore the topic. Your articles are for
the greater good and for the benefit of
those in the future who want to make
their cars as original as possible. (I’m
MGB Driver
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Reproduction

sure there will be some future Leno
who wants to have the perfect MGB,
but won’t have enough good info to
lead him on his quest without you
continuing to
. By the way, why doesn’t Jay
Leno own a MGB? He’s got everything else!) I think part of it is that
a lot of people don’t know where to
find those original parts or the difference in appearance of an original
piece versus a repro (I’m very guilty
of that). Plus you hear stories about
how the factory would send someone
down to the local parts store to grab
a part if they ran out, so you wonder
if it is even possible to be that correct
(although I’m sure that was a fairly
rare occurrence). It’s really hard to
know unless someone helps set facts
straight.
Maybe more articles expounding
on the thrill of the hunt, giving tips
on finding that elusive part, what to
look for, etc, is needed. I’m definitely
not opposed to dedicating space to
this because I think it’s important. I
also think we can let people know
that you can drive your car and have
fun with it (like Paul), but still keep it
original and in tip-top shape.
I think there is plenty of room in
the hobby for purists, drivers, modifiers, hot rodders, racers, weekenders,
flat cappers, jury riggers, etc. It’s my
job to make sure I give them all what
they need to make the hobby fun.
Help me do that please.
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Letters to the Editor
Let’s start off with a letter to Lloyd
Faust about his Originality series.
Lloyd,
Unfortunately, most of what we
do is driven by emotion or value. Some
people really want to put Miata seats in
their cars to increase comfort or quality. Or they really like that flame paint
job. On the other hand, it doesn’t really
make sense to spend $35,000 to restore
an MGB because it is not worth it. They
made over 100,000 MGAs and over
500,000 MGBs. That doesn’t bode well
for value. So we drive our cars, modify
them to our liking, and don’t worry much
about destroying originality because
there is little value in preserving it. The
reality is we live in a capitalist society,
and value is important. It’s a great
system.
I think the issue is about goals.
What do you want in a car? I want a car
that is dependable, perhaps some performance boost, and fun to drive. Others
are interested in trophies, or having what
I term “garage sculpture.”
Original - as it left the factory, as it
was back then, or what? Our eye for fit
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and finish is much more discerning than
the cars that came out of Abingdon.
Electric igniters or wholly electronic
ignition contribute greatly to the drivability and reliability, but fly in the face
of “originality.” The air pump and other
smog equipment is one of the first things
removed because it contributes nothing,
but takes a toll on performance; and,
by the way, didn’t do much to eliminate
pollution. Numerous people have shown
that fuel injection accomplishes this
better while improving performance and
reliability.
People are encouraged to overrestore, or restore very original cars.
Most of the meets I’ve attended, its all
about looks – a beauty contest with little
thought to originality. The AACA has
a class for un-restored cars; we should
too. This encourages people who have
very original cars to preserve them so we
can see what they were really like.
We recently acquired a 1952 MG
TD, very original and in very good condition with 41,000 documented miles. It
sat in a garage for 30+ years. We are
renovating it as needed. New tires and
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repaint the wheels. New water pump
and repaint what comes off, but only
clean the rest. Our goal is to keep it as
original as possible but still drive it.
Some day no doubt it will get
repainted. Some day the interior will be
redone. I would like to simply preserve it
as is, but that’s just not viable for me. So
we’ll drive it, knowing that little by little
we are destroying its originality. It’s a
conscious decision. And my core belief is
that cars were meant to be driven, not to
be garage sculpture. —Dave Northrup
Lloyd’s response:
Dave,
I completely agree with you. I have
owned many modified cars. I built my
first MGBV8 in 1972 using a 215 Buick
engine and fully independent XKE rear
end (well documented in Hot Rod Magazine’s Engine Swapping Manual of that
year). I only want to have a “standard”
for originality so that if one declares his
car as “restored to original” then it truly
is done right. Again, I’m not saying that
is the only way to go.... Just if you do,
here is what is “right” and what is “not”.
—Lloyd
Here’s a letter Bruce received from
returning member Gabriel Paul:
Thanks, Bruce it is great to be
back. I have to tell you that your
publication is my favorite one. I have a
subscription to MG Enthusiast and while
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it is a great magazine, a good portion of
it goes unread. I have little interest in autojumbles and other events that I cannot
attend. This is precisely where the MGB
Driver picks up – MG Motoring from the
American perspective.
What a shame about University
Motors. John has been doing all of my
MG work since I bought my first MG in
1998, when I was 25. Without knowing
it, he took the interest I had in a rusty,
broken MG Midget and transformed it
into a real enthusiasm for the marque,
itself. Two MG’s later – I wonder where I
will take mine for service. Regards, -Gabe
There I’ll go getting a big head
again…
Dear Robert,
I wanted to write to you and thank
you for publishing the article by John
Spadaro of the MG Car Club Florida entitled “That Sinking Feeling”. By way of
this letter I also wanted to thank John for
his kind comments about the SE British
Car Festival at Dillard House in Dillard,
GA. held last September 2008. We strive
to make this an event that everyone attending will want to return to again and
again.
The SE British Car Festival at Dillard House is a biennial event held in
even numbered years in September by
the Peachtree MG Registry of Atlanta.
September of 2010 will see the return of
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Letters to the Editor
this event to the Dillard House for the
10th event hosted by the PMGR. This
year is also the 25th Anniversary of the
Peachtree MG Registry.
The reason that the Festival at the
Dillard House is only held every other
year is that we share a September event
with our sister club, The Southeastern
MG-T Registry. The SEMGTR GOF is
also held in September, the 25th through
27th this year, on the shores of Lake
Chatuge in Hiawassee, GA. Registration
materials are available at their web site
www.semgtr.org. This is an MG only
event and is also chock full of Southern
hospitality, so I encourage fellow MG
owners to come up to Hiawassee and
spend some time with us.
As John mentioned in his article, the
SE British Car Festival is also a fundraiser for our charitable giving program
at the PMGR. Some of the proceeds
from our live auction, silent auction,
and raffles go to worthy charities in
the Atlanta area. Most of these chari-

ties are benefiting children with severe
medical conditions throughout Georgia.
The PMGR over the last few years has
donated approximately $30,000 to
charities from the efforts of our fundraising events.
So my apologies to John and the
others if my auctioneering runs a little
long, (yes, I am the “jovial MC”) but we
are trying to get top dollar for every item
that we can to increase the charitable
donation available from the auction. So
please excuse my long-windedness, but it
is for a good reason.
Thanks again to you and to John for
the support of our efforts and we hope to
see all of you again in September 2010 in
Dillard, GA for another SE British Car
Festival. Safety Fast! —Tom George
President 2009
Peachtree MG Registry, Atlanta,Georgia
Thanks Tom – hopefully more
events will take your approach to
help raise money for charities while
having a great car show too!

welcomes your letters.
Email to mgslime@swbell.net, or mail to Editor Robert Rushing, 5444 Sutherland Ave. St.. Louis, MO 63109

MG 2009 Popular Vote Results
Class 1 MGB
(30 cars)
MKI 1962-67		
1st Chuck Demick
Columbia, IL
2nd Steve Kirby
Escondido, CA
3rd Mike Thompson
Centennial, CO

Class 8 MGB
(19 cars)
MGB LE 1979-80
1st Pamela Handley Strongsville, OH
2nd James Lumley
Tacoma, WA
3rd Larry Macy
Morrisville, PA

Class 2 MGB
(9 cars)		
MKII Chrome Grill 1968-69		
1st Anthony Cohen West Vancouver, BC
2nd Frank Patton
Irvine, CA
3rd John Layman
Longmont, CO

Class 9 MGB/GT
(31 cars)
Chrome Bumper 1965-74
1st Phillip Pitts
Overland Park, KS
2nd David Rice
Everett, WA
3rd Larry Henle
Marshall, MN

Class 3 MGB
(19 cars)		
MKII Recessed Grill 1970-72 		
1st Rick Hamaker
Rockford, IL
2nd Robert Rushing
St Louis, MO
3rd Bob Green
Dallas, OR

Class 10 MGB/GT (2 cars)
Rubber Bumper 1974 1/2
1st Mike Jacobson
San Francisco, CA
2nd Keith Bess
Decatur, IL

Class 4 MGB
(21 cars)		
MKII Honeycomb Grill 1973-74
1st Ralph Yingling
Monroe, WA
2nd Rob Dorey
Lakewood, CO
3rd Ron Parks
Springfield, OH

Class 11 Midget
(7 cars)
Chrome Bumper 1961-74
1st Todd Feneis
Loveland, CO
2nd Bill Selby
Highlands Ranch, CO
3rd Dan McLean
San Pedro, CA

Class 5 MGB
(15 cars)		
MKIII 1974 1/2 – 76			
1st Ron Kuhnau
Rockford, IL
2nd Randy Bentley
Jacksonville, IL
3rd Zelda Davis
Los Angeles, CA

Class 12 Midget
(2 cars)
Rubber Bumper 1975-79
1st Lee Fox
St Louis, MO
2nd Steve Olson
Kansas City, MO

Class 6 MGB
(24 cars)
MKIV Early 1977-78 			
1st James Duke
Memphis, TN
2nd Ted Linde
Tacoma, WA
3rd Terry Nydeen
Albany, MN

Class 14 Modified MGB/Midget (9 cars)
V8, V6, other modifications
1st Wayne Kube
Plano, TX
2nd John Ulrich
Lincoln, NE
3rd Mark Trosper
McKinney, TX

Class 7 MGB
(19 cars)		
MKIV Late 1979-80 			
1st Elvin Davis
Bloomfield, MI
2nd Bob Gertulla
Woodinville, WA
3rd Charles Bartish
Aurora, CO

Class 17 1100/1300
all years
1st Bill Fox
2nd David Robson

(2 cars)
Fairview Heights, IL
Burien, WA

(Note: no entries for Class 13 – Factory MGB/GT V8. To see the nonNAMGBR classes and winners go to our website at www.namgbr.org)
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By Robert Rushing
Editor MGB Driver

R

performed at Sportscar Craftsmen by
Paul Dierschow.
The convention officially started
out on Wednesday, June 24, with a
unique beginning tour called “Gateway to the Rockies” that had two
starting places – Denver and Colorado Springs – both leading to the
Beaver Run Resort in Breckenridge
where the convention took place. The
majority of attendees who participated in the drive (and there were
dozens), took the Denver route that
lead drivers up Lookout Mountain to
Buffalo Bill Cody’s grave and museum, over Squaw Pass to Colorado
mining country, then the long haul
up to 11,990 feet for a crossing of the
Continental Divide at Loveland Pass
where I and everyone else was blown
away by the view, and finally on to
our destination.
If you’ve never been to Breckenridge, you don’t know what you’re
missing. The town is a little jewel
up in the mountains and is now the
number one skiing destination in
the country. The resort that the
committee picked was exceptional.
Located within walking distance of
MGB Driver
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downtown, no one could complain
that there was nothing to do. There
were great restaurants, art galleries,
souvenir shops, historic buildings,
museums, a roaring mountain stream
– all just down the hill from the hotel.
And if you didn’t feel like walking,
the resort provided free shuttles that
whisked you away or picked you up at
your convenience.
Once back to the resort and
checked in, the committee held a
very informative orientation session where all the activities of the
week were covered. This was just the
first treat. Going down to registration, we were greeted by a room full
of concours-level MGs dating from
pre-war cars like a L1 and a pair of
majestic SA (a Tickford Tourer and
a Saloon), all the way through to a
rubber bumper MGB. They made
lovely eye candy while we picked up
our registration packets (including a
MG lunch/tool box) and checked out
the NAMGBR table with all our new
regalia. After picking up all the swag,
everyone headed to the bar for a well
deserved happy hour. Finally, for a
perfect ending to the day, there was a
special drive up to Hoosier Pass where
everyone could watch the sunset over
the beautiful mountains from the top
a majestic vista.
Thursday dawned to a variety of
events to make any enthusiast happy.
For those itching to hit the mountain
roads there were
two gimmick
rally/tours – the
Silver Dollar Tour
which took drivers to several sites
used as training locations
for the heroic
10th Mountain
Division during
World War II.
The second was
the Kingdom
Come and Gone
Tour which
MGB Driver
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went from Breckenridge to Leadville,
over Independence Pass, then onto
beautiful Aspen, before circling back
around by Glenwood Spring and Vail.
Unfortunately, rains came in
the afternoon which shortened the
Funkhana and put a damp end to
the tours, but it didn’t get anyone
wet who attended the tech sessions.
Ken Smith held a talk on MG Special
Editions that was raved about by all
those who attended. John Twist and
Paul Dierschow discussed MGB Modifications, John Fraioli demonstrated
how to restore Rostyle wheels, Jeff
Schlemmer was on hand to go over
distributor rebuilds and Pertronix
ignitions, and Dolores Tucker held a
tech session on beading and jewelry
making for those who needed a break
from cars.
Thursday afternoon also had the
rally school for the 45 teams and the
army of course workers that signed
up for the Gold Rush Time/Speed/
Distance Rally being held on Friday. I
attended this and all the details made
my head swim. I had never participated in a TSD before and was questioning my sanity for signing up by the
time the school was over. Main roads?
Second Occurrence? SOL? CAST?
Auugghhh!
The rain remained with us off
and on throughout the evening. That
night was the Fabulous Frisco BBQ at
the Backcountry Brewery in Frisco,
Photo by Robert Rushing

ocky Mountain High…I never
quite understood the true emotion behind that John Denver
song until I stood next to my B at
the top of Loveland Pass. It’s almost
impossible to relate the magnitude of
feeling that those snow capped peaks
gave us as we stood in the cool mountain air. Standing there, I just could
not get the refrain of that song out of
my head. It all made sense.
Breathtaking beauty, perfect
temperatures, beautiful cars, and
fantastic roads – that’s MG 2009 in
a nutshell and that’s what the event
committee of the MG Car Club Rocky
Mountain Centre gave us in spades.
Everyone who went will be talking
about this convention for years to
come. Yes, I know I say that every
year and I’ll probably say it again next
year, but, man do I mean it this time!
There were some special treats
lined up for those who arrived early.
Private tours were available for the
Clive Cussler private auto collection and at the Forney Museum, as
well as special altitude carb tuning
22
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“50/50 raffle coat” so he and Lynne
Burgess could sell tickets as fast as
everyone could get their money out.
To kick things off, introductions
were given by Event Chairman Bob
Gloyd. At the end of his speech, he
gave an emotional thanks to the hospital staff that helped him in his recent illness. There wasn’t a dry eye in
the house and everyone immediately
came to their feet in a huge round to
applause to join in with his thanks
and to thank him for his dedication
and hard work!
After dinner was served,
NAMGBR Chairman Bruce Wyckoff
spoke and then awarded our highest honor – the John Thornley Spirit
Award (see page xx). Brian Woodhams spoke next and gave a special
Lifetime Membership award to the
MG Car Club-UK to Steve Hanegan
of the MGCC-Northwest Centre for
his assistance in getting the Nuffield
Trophy repaired after it was severely
damaged in shipping.
The awards were presented by
John Fraioli of the MGCC-RMC who
was responsible for the organization
of the car show. They showed a lot
of class again by arranging to have
a projector set up so pictures could
be displayed of each winning car.

Special thanks go out to Charles de
Bourbon for taking all the pictures
and Kim de Bourbon for putting the
slideshow together (see page 21 for
results).
Peter Mittler of the MG Car Club
of Toronto gave a presentation on
next year’s convention – MG 2010 –
held in Belleville, Ontario. They have
a spectacular set of events lined up
that will be highlighted in this and
other upcoming issues. It looks like
it is going to be another one to not
miss. Rick Ingram, Executive Director of the North American Council of
MG Registers, talked about the next
All Register event – MG 2011 in Reno,
Nevada. The Council is hoping to
break all previous records!
With some final words, the
awards banquet was over. It’s always a
bittersweet moment – a great ending
to a great event, but also the time to
say good-bye to all the friends that we
get to see so rarely. It’s those friends
that make our conventions so special.
Sure the cars bring us together, but it’s
the people that make it magic.
Congratulations MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre. You put on
a spectacular event that will long be
remember by all those who attended!

Photo by Robert Rushing

Colorado, just about ten miles from
Breckenridge. The food was good
and there was plenty of it for the sold
out crowd. We took over the entire
brewery so there was no competition
for space. Lines were short with the
restaurant setting up multiple buffet
lines and lots of wait staff picking
up plates or bringing drinks. For
those who wanted seconds, thirds,
or fourths – no problem! The town
closed off several streets for us to park
our cars on for display and a band set
up in the local park to provide after
dinner entertainment.
Friday was the day of the TSD rally. The cars started lining up early for
the 8am start time. Both expert and
novice teams were in the competition
with everyone leaving at one minute
intervals. The route took teams back
over Loveland Pass, through Dillon,
Officer’s Gulch, and through a maze
around the streets of Frisco. I personally had a blast and cannot wait to the
next opportunity to compete in one
of these again. Now I know what all
the fuss is about!
For those tired of driving, the
organizers put together a “walking
rally” of Breckenridge with all kinds
of trick questions and clues providing
direction. There was another round
of tech sessions with the capper being
the world famous John Twist Rolling Tech Session taking place that
afternoon. John lent his expertise to
diagnosing scores of issues and giving
big smiles to those he helped. What
is the standard line always said? Oh
yeah – “My car hasn’t ran this well in
years!” So very, very true!
That evening was the sold out
Country Boy Mine Tour Dinner with
a wine, cheese, and chocolate tasting
included. Everyone got to go down a
working mine shaft pretending to be
a gold miner, pan for the yellow stuff
in the rushing stream, and enjoy all
that great food under that beautiful,
star-filled Colorado sky.

Saturday dawned to perfection
– no clouds, cool breezes, beautiful
MGs – an unbeatable combination
for a car show. The MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre was up early
getting the parking area at the resort
set up and began lining everyone
up very efficiently. The club added a
big touch of class by having custommade signs for each group as well
as “street” signs like “Enever Way”,
“Hayter Street”, “Thornley Ave”, and
“Kimber Blvd” – all with the Abingdon coat of arms printed on them.
These were proudly displayed around
the show field and helped everyone
quickly identify the voting classes.
By the time the MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre was done,
over 200 cars were spread across the
lot with ample room around the cars
so no one felt squeezed in. Besides
the show, the British Motoring Club
of Northern Colorado brought their
valve cover racing track for the annual races, concours judging took
place, and John Twist did an encore
Rolling Tech Session to help all those
who couldn’t make it the day before.
Throughout the day, NAMGBR officers manned the tent for a steady
stream of members coming by to
check out the new regalia, renew
their membership, or even become
new members. It was a great way to
put faces to names and to help promote the Register.
Saturday evening was the silent
auction and awards banquet. It
might have been the most attended
awards banquet I’ve been to since MG
2006! The giant room was absolutely
packed so there was heavy competition for all the great items up for bid.
Many of the MGCC-RMC showed
off their Scottish ancestry by wearing their dress tartans, but they were
shown up by Brian Woodhams, Overseas Director of the MG Car Club-UK,
who showed us how it’s done in England by wearing his black-tie formal
dinner jacket. Not to be outdone,
Jai Deagan had on his famous white
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Above, Harry Lewis’ 1969 MGB-GT Chrome bumber crossing Hosier Pass, Colorado
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Below, the largest historic display of MG lineage ever assembled for an annual convention
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Funkhana
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Mine Tour
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MG 2009 Car Show
A sparkling summer
day in June, MG 2009
is a pure MG enthusiasts delight.

Paul Hanley presents John
Gabert his official Best in
Show Award Certificate!

This left image; I don’t
know what the story
was, but it must’ve been
a whopper. I caught
the moment and for me
it shows what an MG
convention is about,
good friends having a
laugh.
The image below is the
showfield shot from the
roof of the resort. There
are a few of those in
this issue.
If you’re wondering
about all the small
images of MGs on all
the pages, well if I had
to shoot them for the
banquet, I was going to
use as many as I could
here. So if you attended
MG 2009, chances are
your car is shown here
. . . somewhere.
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A pretty line up atop Hosier Pass.
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MG 2009 Car Show
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MG 2009 Concours Report
By Paul Hanley
NAMGBR Concours Coordinator

This year’s Concours Event
produced seven stellar examples of
original MGBs. The models ranged in
years from a 1967 convertible to one
of the last Limited Editions produced.
It’s always a challenge for the judges
to show the same standards to cars
produced with such a wide range of
production changes. But this year, as
always, the judges were up to the task!
There was a bit of talk after the event
on how, and if, standards should vary
between older, restored cars, and
newer, still factory-like originals, as

Wayne Veatech

36

Simon Dix

this was clearly the case at MG 2009.
Put plainly and simply, the standards
should and will remain the same for
all MGB, Midgets, 1100/1300s, and
post-Abingdon cars. Concours is
about originality – whether a restoration or preservation. Both present a
list of challenges, but, in my opinion,
should & will be treated on equal
footing for simplicity sake.
From my vantage, judging at the
Concours Events has always been up
to snuff (…well almost always, but we
won’t go into that – wink wink!), but
this year the team was as near MG
celebrity as I can recall. Leading off
with the tough “originality” scoring

Jennifer Orum
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were Moss Motors’ own Kelvin Dodd
and NAMGBR’s Next Generation
Registrar, James Woolf. Between
these two chaps, they share more
minutia knowledge of our cars than
anyone I know! I had warned them in
advance that the job would be tough
and they graciously accepted. Rounding out the Breckenridge team was
two-time Concours champ Brooks
Amiot, NAMGBR Vice-Chair Kim de
Bourbon, Jeff Schlemmer of Advance Distributors, and Peter Mittler
co-chair of next summer’s MG 2010
near Toronto. Peter wanted to see
Concours firsthand so that he and I
could work closer together next year.
Thanks again to all.
There was also quite a bit of
behind-the-scenes help, encouragement, and guidance this year. MG

Daryle Murray
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luminary Ken Smith has always
taken a great interest in the historic
preservation of our cars and this year
his input and advice were especially
warming. Lloyd Faust, Tony Burgess,
Concours Coordinator Emeritus Rick
Ingram, and my wife Kathleen, all
kept a watchful eye and helping hand
available.
Now to the participants themselves…and from me to each of them
– you’re all quite brave to offer up
your cars to hot light and white glove
examination. It serves the greater
good to keep and restore cars as a
reference to how they left the factory.
By participating in Concours with an
original car, one helps to insure that
factory-type examples will be available to others wishing to restore or
preserve the Abingdon history.

Bob Bridges
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Top
Point
MG
John Gabert

Highlands Ranch, Colorado
1980 Black LE Convertible
969 Points

Award of Exdellenct: Morell LaRue

Award of Exdellenct: Simon Dix

Honorable Mentions Jennifer Orum

Honorable Mentions Bob Bridges

Certificates of Merit Wayne Veatch

Certificates of Merit Daryle Murray

1967 British Racing Green Convertible
961.5 Points - Choctaw, Oklahoma

1970 Flame Red Convertible
912 Points - Vancouver, BC Canada

1970 British Racing Green Convertible
808 Points- San Francisco, California
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1977 Flamingo Red Convertible
948 Points - O’Fallon, Missouri

1974 Teal Convertible
907.5 Points - Belleville, Illinois

1978 Old English White Convertible
754.5 Points - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
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Tech Sessions

John Twist host a Tech session that covered misuse
and mechanical failures.

A first? Bead and jewelry “tech session”. Laura
Magnuson, left, displays the latest creations.
She’s got that Vhana White hand thing down
pat.
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Ken Smith’s standing room only Tech
session covered the historical particulars
of the MGB LE.

In my attempt to create drama, I asked the “Worker B’s” to look angry. One guy burst into
tears, Gloyd got it right away, others froze with that “deer caught in the headlight” look.
Left; The now famous
“Worker B’s” in action!

Morrel LaRue proudly
displaying his Beaver.
A toy that he was
fond of.

John Twist giving mechanical advice at his
outdoor rolling tech sessions.
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Loveland Pass

Hoosier Pass

Above- UNKNOWN

Jim Gietl’s 1977 MGB
Chrome bumber conversion
crossing Hosier Pass, Colorado.
Clockwise, Above, Brian
Woodams, Mike Thompson’s
1962 MG Midget, UNKOWN
GREEN MG, Charles Bartish’s
1979 MGB, UNKNOWN
WORK B.
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Below are the folks at the end
of a panoramic image (inside
back cover) who were too tiny
to see. A great moment of
cooperation by this group.
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Banquet

Peter Mitler MG 2010 Chair.

Brian Woodhams

John Fraioli

Doris Downey

Alan Magnuson MG 2009 Chair.

Larry Macy tickled for a moment.
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Above; Joe and Cathy Gunderson.
Right; Bob Gloyd who delivered an emotional thanks to those who helped him in his
hour of need.

Elvin Davis, wife, and sister.
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Breckenridge or Bust

Larry and Barb Henle

Make that Breckeridge and Bust

By Bruce Wyckoff, Chairman

E

very year, the Chairman and
Executive Board of the North
American MGB Register review a
list of candidates and make the determination of who should receive our
highest honor – the Spirit of Thornley
Award.
Named after John Thornley, the
long time General Manager of the
MG factory in Abingdon and respectfully know as “Mr. MG”, this award is
given each year to the person, couple
or family that best exemplifies the
spirit and enthusiasm of owning an
MGB, MGB/GT, Midget, or 1100/1300
Sedan.
The winner receives a beautiful
ter’s events, they have driven an MG
framed print to display in their home
to each. From their home in Marshall,
for one year. After the year is comMinnesota this couple have travpleted, the recipient receives a plaque
eled to Vancouver, British Columbia;
with the same print as a permanent
Gatlinburg, Tennessee; Grapevine,
symbol of their inducTexas; Sonoma, Calition into the Regisfornia; and all points
trar’s family of previin between to be a part
ous award winners.
of our events.
Last year’s recipiAlthough they
ent was John Twist.
have had adversities
John is our version
along the way, you
of “Mr. MG”, with
will never find a more
his endless knowlwarm and enthusiastic
edge and his selfless
couple to represent the
dedication toward all
spirit of MG ownerthings MG. This year’s
ship. Please join me in
recipients are a couple
recognizing the 2009
that we have really
John Thornley Spirit
looked up to over the
Award winner, Larry
years. Not only have
and Barb Henle.
they attended all
John Twist at MG 2008 last year’s
eighteen of the Regis- winner of the Thornley Spirit Award.
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2009 Thornley Spirit Award

Ron’s MG at the summit of Pikes Peak.
By Ron Parks
MG Car Club Southwestern Ohio Centre

F

ate, Luck, or Guardian Angel?
You decide. But, first let me digress and tell you about our trip
to MG 2009 in Breckenridge Colorado, from the beginning. There would
be seven MGs traveling together,
although it almost seemed like eight,
as Eddie Cole was in constant contact
with his brother Jim, who was driving
his MGB V8 from Oregon, traveling
almost the same distance that we
were from Ohio. On the morning of
Sunday June 21; the Loofts – Terry,
Carole and their son Ryan – met up
with Eddie Cole in Cincinnati. Torey
Looft and Sandra were coming too
and met us at our first overnight
stop in Concordia, Missouri. Dar
Planeaux met me in Englewood
and after a quick breakfast, headed
towards our rendezvous with the rest
of the group at the first rest area west
MGB Driver
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of Indianapolis.
Day 2, Monday – We awoke to
ominous dark clouds to the west and
radar was showing thunderstorms.
The thunderstorm lasted only a few
minutes, after which the back windows were unzipped although the
tops stayed up. Kansas was very hot
with outside temperatures at times
exceeding 100-degrees. We drove the
extra 20 miles south to see Monument Rock. These are actually interesting looking chalk rock formations
sticking up in the middle of a valley.
They appear from quite a distance,
but we felt it was worth the five mile
drive on a gravel road to reach them.
We posed our MGs, as nature intended, for several photos before heading
back to I-70 in our dust laden MGs.
We reached our stop for the night
in Goodland, Kansas, well before
dark. While Dar and I were washing our cars, a man approached and
began taking pictures. He was from
47

Collector Car magazine; or was it
the Goodland Star-News weekly
newspaper. Oh, yeah, that’s right.
It was the latter. Someone from
the hotel had phoned him to say
there were some MGs staying for
the night. He interviewed several
of us and took several photos.
While the article may not be factual – we didn’t know there was
such a thing as a 1977 MGA or
that leaving Eddie Cole unsupervised with him turned many of
Sadly Ron’s MG had to be towed.
our cars into Limited Editions;
his heart was in the right place
Mutual Aid Directory to locate an
and we got coverage in the Goodland
upholstery shop in the Denver area to
Star-News. If you would like to read
get a new zipper installed in the back
the article, search for Goodland Starwindow of his convertible top that
News, open the Archived Pages at the
had broken the previous day. After
bottom left of the home page, click
several phone calls, he located someon Goodland Star-News Pages 2009,
one to do the job and drove on ahead
click on GSN pages/06 Jun, Week 4,
by himself to have that job done.
Friday, then on news pg3 6-26.pdf.
The rest of us abandoned our plans
Be patient, this page takes a while to
to visit Pike’s Peak and Garden of the
load.
Gods and traveled onward directly
Day 3, Tuesday – This was to be a
relatively short driving day: 185 miles to Golden. In Denver, Torey Looft’s
front left brake locked up. Ryan, leadto Colorado Springs for a drive up
ing with his GPS, led Dar and me to
Pikes Peak and a visit to the Garden
the hotel in Golden, and then went
of the Gods Park followed by an 82
back to find that Torey’s brakes were
mile drive to Golden. The drive befunctioning again after having been
tween Colorado Springs and Denver
bled.
is one with which I would become
Day 4, Wednesday – After
very familiar, referring back to that
breakfast we gathered at Mimi’s
“Fate—Luck—Guardian Angel?”
restaurant where the Gateway Tour of
thing, but more on that later. Anythe Rockies to Breckenridge began. It
way, it wasn’t meant to be. Just inside
was a beautiful tour starting with the
Colorado, Dar’s MGA began running
switchbacks up Lookout Mountain
rough and lacked power. We pulled
above Golden and the Coors brewinto a rest area and began eliminatery. Buffalo Bill Cody’s grave site is
ing possible causes, with Dar saying
at the top of Lookout Mountain with
all along it was a blown head gasket.
views of snow capped mountains in
The one instrument that Terry Looft
the distance. This is where Jim Cole’s
did not have in his voluptuous trailer
clutch hydraulics went out. The hose
overflowing with parts and tools; but
had worn through. Terry and others
does have now, since Ryan went to
worked to make the repair in some
the nearest NAPA store and bought
fashion and we were soon on our
one, was a compression tester.
way again. The tour took us through
While we were working on Dar’s
Squaw Pass and over Loveland Pass
head gasket, Eddie Cole was using
where we crossed the Continental
his North American MGB Register
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Breckenridge or Bust

Passing through the Mt. Evans Area.

Divide at 11,990 feet. It was a beautiful drive!
Day 5, Thursday – Having observed bicyclists riding on the bike
path as we drove into Breckenridge,
Torey, Sandra and I decided to rent
bicycles and ride to Frisco, the village about 10 miles down the valley.
The altitude told on us a little, Torey
and I more so than Sandra who runs
marathons. The few hills we encountered were not terribly steep or
long, although the return trip was a
gradual uphill ride. It was an enjoyable ride, even with some rain part of
the time. While we were riding bikes,
Terry, Carole, and Ryan were touring
the Coors brewery in Golden and
enjoying free beer.
Day 6, Friday – 8:00 am was rally
time! Ryan and I teamed up for the
Time, Speed, Distance rally. Ryan
drove his car and I was his navigator. Terry and Carole participated in
the rally too. Our car number was 23
which meant we departed at 8:23 am.
Terry and Carole were car number 18,
which meant we should have seen
them at some of the layovers, but
we never saw them again after the
first check point. The rally retraced
some of the territory we had already
seen and some new areas too. We felt
like we were doing pretty well as we
drove the rally. We didn’t miss any
turns and we pretty much averaged
MGB Driver
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the speed indicated on the
rally instructions. We applied for an adjustment of
six minutes and 50 seconds
because of a construction
delay. For every second
we were early or late, and
we were always early, one
point was deducted from
your score. We took third
place in the rally with 327
points deducted. The winners had only 47 points
deducted. This was an 80
mile rally.
Day 7, Saturday – This
was car show day. When
the gates opened, we went
in, prepared our cars, got our chairs
and everything out of the cars, and
set up in the grass. Then the sprinklers came on; a detail someone
had overlooked. Needless to say, our
stuff got wet before we could get it
all moved. After 15 minutes or so
the sprinklers were turned off. The
weather was nice for the car show and
it was the only afternoon it didn’t
rain in Breckenridge. Our club banner was on display under the Looft’s
push-up most of the afternoon and
became our gathering place. The
food was good at the awards banquet
where we were served at our tables.
Day 8, Sunday – It was time to
leave after a fun week in the Rockies
with our MGs. This was a very well
organized event all throughout the
week, right up until the last morning.
There was supposed to be a continental breakfast, but everything was
gone when we got there and we were
not all that late either. That and the
sprinklers at the car show were the
only two slip-ups we can cite. The rally and tours were very well planned
and well manned (and womaned).
The display of MGs in the hall was
just spectacular. It is amazing that
Colorado club members collectively
own one of almost every MG ever
made! Hats off to the MG 2009 committee, for a job well done! We look
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forward to 2010 in Ontario!
I left Breckenridge with the
group to stop for a quick breakfast
and then left on my own for a
few days to visit my sister-in-law
Valerie and some friends in the
Denver area. The rest of the group
headed east on I-70 shortly thereafter for the trouble free, three day
trek back to Ohio.
Day 9, Monday – This was a
A rest area stop in Indianapolis.
day of touring with Valerie. Our
plan was to drive to the summit
that we needed to keep moving and
of Pike‘s Peak and visit Garden of
coast to the Winery restaurant by
the Gods. We headed to Colorado
the highway. He directed traffic and
Springs and stopped near the Air
we did just that, thinking we were
Force Academy to take some picmerely out of gas. After a good lunch
tures and watch some gliders soar
at the Winery, one of the restaurant
around the mountain tops. The MG
employees agreed to take me to buy a
was running fine. We were cruising
gas can and some gas. After pouring
comfortably with the top up and back in the gallon of gas the car started,
window unzipped. Upon arrival at
but I noticed the back carburetor
the entrance to Pike’s Peak, I noticed
overflowing into the charcoal canisthe sign warning me to have at least
ter. I had drilled a vent hole in the top
a half a tank of fuel. Obey this sign!
of the charcoal canister the last time
The trip up the mountain in low gears it caused an overflow problem, so the
takes a lot of fuel. My fuel gauge is a
problem must have been the float or
little off, but judging by the mileage,
the Grosse jet. It quit leaking, so we
I should have had plenty of fuel. The
began driving the four miles to the
trip up was fun. Valerie was snapping
nearest gas station. Two miles into it
pictures; I was watching the road
we were out of gas again. I used my
which had no guard rails. We stopped Hagerty card, calling to request gas.
at the little lake half way up and a
At this point I was still optimistic that
few other spots for photos. We made
we’re just out of gas.
it to the summit; took all the obligaBefore Hagerty service arrived, a
tory pictures: the sign 14,110 feet, the
man driving a red Corvette stopped.
MG at the top of the world, walked
I explained our plight to him and
around some and headed back down.
he happened to have a two gallon
The car was running OK at the
can of gas with him. Starting the car
beginning, then started running
after putting gas in the tank, revealed
rough and died. I assumed, correctly,
the back carburetor was squirting a
that the plugs were fouled, what with
steady stream out the overflow. What
the thin air and down shifting. After
to do? Now we’re getting back to
stopping to clean the plugs, the car
that “Fate, Luck, Guardian Angel?”
started and ran long enough to make
thing. It so happened that this man,
it past the only up hill stretch during
Howard Dawson, had owned a 74
the descent. This time I chose to coast MGB and had sold it just a year ago.
to the bottom, which we did just fine,
He mentioned in passing that he had
using the brakes and down shifting. I
put a Weber carburetor on it and got
stopped short of the entrance to clean 33 mpg. This didn’t seem important
the plugs again and warn the ranger
at the time. Howard offered to let me
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Breckenridge or Bust

Monument Rock made a nice backdrop for this line up of these MG beauties.

have the car towed to his house, just
across the highway from the Winery
restaurant. I could work on it there
and use any of his tools. So, that’s
what we did. I took the back carburetor off, checked the float and the
Grosse jet.
Everything looked good. The
float floated in water and when held
under water, produced no air bubbles.
I could blow through the Grosse jet
and stop the flow with my finger. I
thought there had most likely been
a piece of dirt in there and now it’s
gone; I’ll put it back together and
everything will be fine… It still overflowed. By this time it was getting
late, Mrs. Dawson was feeding Valerie
hotdogs and offering them to me and
then Howard offered use of his old
Mercedes station wagon for our trip
back to Denver, so that Valerie could
go to work Tuesday morning. What
a generous couple! We can’t thank
them enough!
Day 10, Tuesday – My first
phone call the next morning, using
my North American MGB Register
Mutual Aid Directory was to Curtiss
Allen, who referred me to Sports Car
Craftsmen. (I have nothing but high
praise for their work!) This was the
right place to call, however, Paul Dierschow, the owner told me that they
were completely out of floats and
needles, what with all the MGs from
lower altitudes, attending MG2009,
having had the same problem. He
was expecting a shipment in on
MGB Driver

•

September / October 2009

Thursday, the day I had planned to
leave. He offered to have parts flown
in on Wednesday, for which I agreed
to pay. Then I was kicking myself,
wishing I had brought my carburetors with me. Oh, well, I’ll just have
to drive back to Colorado Springs
and get them. Remember, I said that I
would become very familiar with that
stretch of road? Driving down there,
I thought I’d better call Howard and
let him know what the plan was. He
answered the phone and told me that
he had found the HIF4 SU carburetors
that had been on his MG; prior to installation of his Weber carburetor. He
had cleaned them up and they looked
pretty good. I could borrow them to
drive my car to Denver and then ship
them back to him, if I’d like. I just
can’t thank him enough! I installed
his carburetors on the car. It started,
did not overflow; didn’t idle all that
great, but it got me back to Denver.
That evening I stuck to my plan
to visit a school friend who lives in
Littleton. When I pulled in their
driveway, my brake pedal went nearly
to the floor. I almost hit his garage.
My master cylinder had failed. It had
plenty of fluid in it, but it was sloshing past the piston apparently. One
more thing for Sports Car Craftsmen
to fix… Nonetheless, we had a nice
dinner and visit, after which I nursed
the car slowly back to my hotel in
Aurora, carefully down shifting and
using the hand brake. I did the same
the next morning, waiting until after
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rush hour, to get the MG
to Sports Car Craftsmen
in Arvada.
Day 11 Wednesday
– My parts that we had
flown in arrived at Sports
Car Craftsmen before
me. After looking over
the spacious, clean shop
and looking at all the
cool British Sports cars
there, I began removing
Howard’s carburetors
Ryan Looft at Loveland Pass, the Continental Divide outfrom my engine while the
side Breckenridge, Colorado
mechanic, Ted Ax, worked
Day 13, Friday – Using the piston
on mine. He replaced the floats and
lifting pins on the carburetors the
float needles and generally cleaned
next morning, I determined that the
the carburetors. After reinstalling
back carburetor was still running
them, he had trouble getting a good
a little lean; enriched it, got a good
smooth idle and getting them balidle and hit the road for the last leg.
anced. Inspection after the second
I decided to stay on I-70 through St.
of three removals revealed that the
Louis and so got some good pictures
butterfly in the front carburetor was
of the Arch. I arrived home to find my
undersized, allowing air to pass.
Daughter and Granddaughter visiting
Some throttle shaft problems were
from Cleveland. What a joy! It’s good
fixed as well. The last item needing
to be home!
attention was to center the jets. The
Throughout my ordeal, a lot of
electronic analyzer gave very good
things could have gone wrong and
readings and Ted attempted to set the
didn’t. The MG could have failed to
carburetors rich for Ohio driving, but
keep running to get past the only up
I had to enrich them a couple of times
hill on the trip down Pike’s Peak – it
during the trip home. To the credit of
did not. Our timing could easily have
Steve Miller of MG Automotive, the
been such that we would have missed
electronic analyzer indicated that my
Howard Dawson, who stopped to help
engine is very strong, as it should be
us – it was not. Howard might not
with only 20K miles on it. My MG
have had the gas can full of gas with
runs so well now with the carburetors
him – he did. My brakes could have
balanced and tuned, after driving
failed coming down off Pike’s Peak,
from Denver home, I got back into
with disastrous results – they did not.
the car Sunday for an evening cruise
My brakes could have caused me to
with Linda. The car is like new and
run into my friend’s garage, damagjust such a pleasure to drive!
ing my car and his garage – they did
Day 12, Thursday – I departed for
not. This brings us to the question:
home on I-70. I decided to keep my
was it Fate, Luck, or Guardian Angel? I
reservation at the hotel in Warrenton
don’t know, but remember this: I was
Missouri, cancel the one in Russell,
lucky; the first person who stopped to
Kansas, and drive two days’ worth on
help me had a set of HIF4 SU carburethe first day. It was a long day, but OK.
tors setting on the shelf in his garage.
Other than stopping to enrich the
Sometimes you can wait all day for
carburetors, the drive was uneventthat to happen!
ful.
52

MGB Driver

•

September / October 2009

Photos provided by Ron Parks
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MG 2009

A Stream of Consciousness

By Ken Smith

M

G 2009 Reminiscing the
Rockies.....Started with a
problem…three days before
the event I suffered a slipped disc
which made movement difficult...
went to our local pharmacy and
purchased a walking stick…(can you
imagine how much these things
cost?)…to travel 900 miles in the
MGB was an impossibility...so we
arrived in Denver courtesy of a CRJ
200 provided by United Airlines...
Our friend Olive (God Bless her!) met
us at the airport, which I swear was
designed by the same idiot architect
who also designed the Beaver Run
Resort!... more on this later… we
stayed with Olive overnight and she
kindly loaned us her 1978 MGB to
travel to the event...however, here
comes problem # 2...we just could not
get the trunk open! So we stuffed our
luggage behind the seat and set off to
meet members of the RMMGCC at
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Mimi’s for breakfast before departing
up the hill to Breck…here John Fraioli
upon learning of our dilemma with
the trunk said “We had that problem
with this car some four years ago!”...
The solution was for four or five big
guys to press down hard on the trunk
lid while I operated the push button
lock...Voila! We were in…a liberal application of sunscreen oil was applied
to the lock and striker which was
then adjusted to open easily...why
sunscreen oil? It was all we could find
at that early hour in the morning and
after all oil is oil!....Off on I 70 up the
mountain to Breckenridge and passing Lookout Mountain brought back
bad memories to my “nagavator” and
I, as we once, some years ago, came to
a grinding halt with the Mossmobile
in this very spot...with a fried alternator! The little MGB went well, but she
wasn’t the only one having breathing
problems approaching the Eisenhower Tunnel at some 10,000ft altitude...
we weren’t doing too good either...
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Stream of Conciousness
In 1983 in another MGB traveling to
Tahoe we ran into a snowstorm at this
spot...and this was July!...Down the
other side of the hill and a call into
Wal-Mart in Frisco for supplies... then
I found I had left my bloody walking
stick in the men’s bathroom...I went
back and said to a guy holding his
own...’Do you mind if I get my stick
from your stall?’...He looked at me
askance but said nothing...then on
Route 9, through the valley and up
the hill to the host hotel....We had
been here before, several years ago,
for a meeting involving a different
marque and they have added to the
labyrinth of floors and rooms since
then...I swear this hotel was designed
by the same guy who designed the
airport!...when you wanted to go
down, you had first to go up...when
you wanted to go up you had to go
down!...a veritable swarm of “Helper
B’s” took care of registration handing
each of us a great goody bag...while
a spectacular display of the “Cars of
Abingdon” was staged in the main
ballroom...Meanwhile there was
more heavy breathing than any Hollywood adult movie as the flatlanders
tried to cope with the altitude Despite
the occasional showers people kept
washing their cars…I called them
the “Rainmakers”! While watching
one chap launder his LE, I made a
comment whereupon he said there’s
a great book about this model...“Yes,
I wrote it” I said. “Yeah right,” he
replied...but he did apologize a couple
of days later...maybe he thought I was
Marcham Rhoade or somebody else!
People dashing off on the various
tours and rallies...and coming back
wet from the afternoon rains...some
others taking the free hotel shuttle to
go down town so one didn’t lose the
parking space in the garage!...great
tech sessions... and it was good to see
John Twist in fine form attracting
dozens of people to see him work his
MG Magic!... The Valve cover race
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track took as long to construct as the
Golden Gate Bridge and was just as
substantial…exciting racing took
place The car show was spectacular!...
row after row of beautiful examples of
the MG Marque…Our intrepid “phantom flasher” photographer Chas de
B, found there was no elevator to the
roof and thus mounted a million
stairs climbing up to the roof to shoot
the show...where he promptly got vertigo when he looked down from on
high!.. Walking around the arrayed
cars I lost my stick...again! However, a
friend of mine loaned me her electric
scooter chair with two speeds indicated by a rabbit (fast!) and a tortoise
(slow!)…great fun…and I thoroughly
enjoyed the comfort this afforded me
to view the complete show...(Thanks
Edna!) Some folks had to move really
quick when the sprinklers came on
behind their cars at the show making
them scoot to remove their chairs
and blankets!....Great showing by all
concerned in the Concours deservedly won (IMHO) by an MGB Limited
Edition...however, someone really
September / October 2009
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should have provided trash bins at
the car show plus a PA system would
have helped...as would a refreshment
cart of some sort... On to the banquet, prior to which a silent auction
was held for various bits and pieces
involved in the show...it cost me an
arm and a leg to successfully bid for
the LE sign which I was determined
would travel back with me to the
West Coast...I wasn’t at all interested
in the MarchamE Road sign – come
on folks, spell it right! You’ve seen it
often enough! Great awards banquet
with more kilts than you could shake
a sporran at! ...and here was the only
real cock-up of the whole event...people at the table next to us were seen
scoffing their desserts and we hadn’t
been served our main course yet! But,
all in all a tremendous convention
and the RMMGCC deserve every
credit going for their efforts...they
certainly raised the bar… Prizes were
duly awarded to the event winners…
but everyone who attended MG 2009
were the real winners!
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Technical Talk
John,
On a 1978 Midget, there are several
brown wires that have what looks like
a heat shrink covering on them that are
in the area of the fuse box. We think we
have identified all of the wires that do
go to the fuses box, but these are extras.
The fuse box had been relocated and all
of the original wires had been spliced so
not many of the original wire colors were
present. We have put it back in its proper
location and connected the wires to the
correct terminals according to the wiring
diagram. I think there is a top and a bottom when looking at the fuse box like on
a B. How do tell the correct orientation
when installing the fuse box?
—Jai Deagan
Jai,

The fusebox is fitted upside
down from the MGB orientation.
That is, the two bridged connections are at the bottom. The wires
from the top to the bottom on the
battery side should be: Brown;
White; Empty; Red/Green. The
wires from the top to the bottom on
the fender side should be: Purple;
Green; Red; Red. Those Brown
wires with the black shrink tubing
on them should all be common.
The original loom had a translucent
whitish four way connector into
which these were fitted.
John,
On my ‘80 B there is the inertia
switch and a little blue cylinder on the
left of it....looks like a condenser... It
has a black wire coming from it, which
I assume is ground, but it’s just hanging
there with a female spade lug on the end.
It’s maybe 8 inches long. Can you tell
me where this goes? I see no wires under
there that might match it. Should I just
connect it to ground?
Thanks, —Dan
Dan,
In fact, the blue cylinder is the
condenser. They were fitted to
various locations on the later MGBs
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John,
I will be changing out the 4-speed
tranny in my ‘67 MGB for an overdrive
version. As you know, part of the process
will be replacing the clutch. Moss’ catalog lists two models, Borg & Beck and
Power Tune. What is the difference and
which do you recommend?
Thanks, —Bob Kerstetter

John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
(1977-on) to reduce radio interference. Find them at the fuel pump,
the power side of the ignition coil,
within the alternator, on the voltage stabilizer, and perhaps on the
impact or inertia switch. If the stabilizer is missing the condenser, fit
it there – if it’s already fitted, then
connect it to the inertia switch.   
Hi John,
A curious question here – on my
current rust bucket project, the rear brake
cylinders were rusted pretty good. Should
I have them re-built, maybe even sleeved,
etc, or just buy reproductions?
Thanks. —Doug Schimke
Doug,
The rear wheel cylinders are
aluminum with steel pistons. They
corrode pretty badly. However,
they’re almost always rebuildable.
The secret to separating the pistons
from the cylinders is to quench
them. Get the cylinders as hot as
you can with a propane torch and
then plunge them into icy water. As
the coefficient of expansion of the
aluminum and steel are different,
the metals will pull away from each
other. Don’t pry or you’ll snap the
cap. If this fails, you don’t want to
do it, or the cylinders are, in fact,
pitted or distorted, then send them
off to White Post Restorations,
White Post, Virginia, for re-sleeving
and rebuilding. They are expensive
but the product is far and away better than anything modern.
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Bob,
The old line used to be “Borg
and Beck only” but.... We’ve had
some issues with the pressure
plates. I am totally unfamiliar with
the Power Tune pressure plates.
Perhaps someone else can offer you
some ideas.
John,
What a brilliant site you have, and
so helpful in servicing my MGB. Now I
need to change the gearbox oil but find it
very awkward as I am 70-plus years old
and can’t be crawling around under the
car like I used to. It’s a 1974 MGB/GT
1800. Do you have any advice for that
job or have you done a video of that job?
Thanks again for all your help.
—Joe Kearney
Joe,

There are two 1974 MGBs. The
chrome bumper models are filled
through the dipstick, behind the radio; the rubber bumper models are
filled through the side of the gearbox. Both gearboxes take 20W/50
Castrol GTX engine oil. You can fill
the earlier one with a hose and funnel using warmed oil. The second
needs to be pumped in. These are
not so difficult that your local service shop would be buffaloed.
John,
I have a 77-80 master cylinder with a
rectangular reservoir. The workshop
manual describes a 74-76 master cylinder with a wedge shaped reservoir. I have
figured out the differences of the seals
used between the two similar master
cylinders. However the literature says use
the shorter spring for the secondary
piston. There is less than 1/8-inch differMGB Driver
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ence between the two springs. However,
one is bright and shiny and the other is a
dull black. The black one is the shortest,
but seems to be the hardest to compress.
My question is which one belongs to the
secondary piston and which one belongs
to the primary piston?
Thank you, —Steve Lindsey
Steve,
Use the heavier spring, the
black spring, for the rear circuit.
So, fit that heavier spring into the
master cylinder first.
Hello John!
The car is a stock 1967 MGB. The
cylinder head has dual valve springs
and steel valve guides. The valve stem
oil deflectors have been removed. For
this cylinder head, do you recommend
the FELPRO 70373 umbrella valve stem
seals? For both intake and exhaust? I was
a little concerned about the valve guides
receiving enough lubrication.
Thanks for your help,
—Randy Kegg
Randy,
Use the SS70373 umbrella seals
on both sets of valves. Our experience with them is stellar with both
the steel guides and the more modern bronze ones.
Hi,

Today my 79 midget leaked fuel
out the carb venturi and soaked the air
filter. I am not sure if it does it when running or when you turn it off (I will check
that tomorrow). I am afraid it will leak
onto the catalytic convertor and start a
fire. I had just come back from DMV,
thrilled, because it passed emissions
after spending a year working on it. I
checked the canister lines (after an hour)
and they did not seem to have gas in
them. What can cause this leak? Please
give me some help!
—Jim Dougherty
Jim,

I think you will find the charcoal
canister is plugged or the needle
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Tech Talk
and seat has begun to leak because
of dirt.

Rich,
A number of years ago I had
about 100 of these made up by a
firm in Canada –they were very
correct and very nice. I wholesaled
them to Moss. They, in turn, sold
them for a number of years, but
they’re no longer in their catalogue
(I don’t think they are). I don’t have
any extra plates (used). You might
try Ken Smith who is an ex-Moss
employee and NAMGBR 67 GT Specials Registrar.

Pete,
The next time we’re doing an
MGB exhaust and Trevor is here
with the camera we’ll do up a
video. In the meantime, take these
notes: Place the doughnuts with the
asbestos side up and the metal side
down. I like to use anti-seize here
and best to use a higher temp antiseize as nickel.
Change the studs if you have
to, they’re 5/16-18 on the coarse
end and 5/16-24 on the fine end.
They’re about 1 3/4 inches long.
Most often the manifold needs to be
removed to work on the studs.
Despite trying to stay as original as possible, I have strayed on the
matter of the brass exhaust nuts.
I now use prevailing torque nuts
without lockwashers. These work
GREAT!

Ken Smith replies: Try Dick Mullins in Oregon who had a batch made
up recently. His email is rsmul@msn.
com.
Hi John,
I enjoy your MG technical videos
tremendously, and have even learned
a few tricks. Thank you! One problem
I have always had with my MGBs
concerns the exhaust donuts at the head
pipe junction. Even with new brass nuts
and lockwashers, the nuts always come
loose (and sometimes rapidly), the gasket
donuts burn out, and things get worse
from there.
Several of my cars have come to me
with broken studs from people using the
wrong nuts, and I personally have never
been able to determine which orientation

John at MG 2009, Breckenridge, Colorado
giving advice at his outdoor Tech session.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query.
you can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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Our Valued Supporters

Greetings John,
Although I have never met you,
I have used your videos and written
advice for some time now and appreciate all you do. Anyway, I am looking
for one of the 1967 GT Special Plaques
and saw that you may have some laying
around that you might sell, is that the
case? If so, how do I get my hands on
one (or two to match the lack of oxidization)?   Thanks again for all your past
help! —Rich Stabler

the donuts should be installed. Do you
use any thread locker? I have avoided
using any due to the heat, and fragility of
the studs.
Could you do us a favor and do
a video on the proper way to keep the
exhaust together?
Yours truly, —Pete Peterson

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

Hammer & Tongs Registrar

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer
P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

New Generation Registrar

Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

PARTS FOR SALE
CARS FOR SALE

1979 MGB – BRG/black, restored in 1999 with 61k
original miles; rust free, boot cover, tonneau cover
& bag, jack & bag, tool kit; chrome badge bar with
four badges and luggage rack. $8500; Jim Pendleton (573) 696-3551, jependleton@hotmail.com MO
050609

MGB V8 Registrar • Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

1965 MGB – w/4-synchro OD; new floors, rockers,
lower fenders, and body work. All put together
and aligned properly. Primed and ready to block
sand and paint. Running and driving car; original
engine with compression 150-153; wire wheels.
$2500; Rick Huber (225) 926-6946 or hubrick@
gmail.com
LA 010209

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

1966 MGB – BRG; overdrive; restored in 2002
with soft and hard tops and new tonneau cover;
wire wheels. 137k miles; runs good - $4000. Terry
Stoltz, (605) 239-4582 • tstoltz@triotel.net, SD 091009

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com
100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
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Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy
with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads
only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it
deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

James Woolf
lbcnut@aol.com

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry
538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Sell • Seek • Swap!

1980 MGB LE – Black/tan; overdrive and dual HIF
SUs; no rust. Looks great, runs great! $11,500.
Rich Berger, (636) 532-3075 • uca57mga@aol.com,
MO 091009

Selling or Buying an MG?

MGB Driver

•

September / October 2009

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.org/
classified. Lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and
parts. A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find
part or that next project.

MG Memorabilia – MG models that have never
been out of packaging, MG pens, badges, (including
rare MGF body badge), wall clock, metal signs, diorama, Zippo lighter, belt buckle, etc – all for $400;
1998 Moss Motors 50th Anniversary print by Ruel
James of a 1968 red MGB – limited edition #12 of
50, signed & framed – will include with the rest for
$750. Jim Pendleton, (573) 696-3551
jependleton@hotmail.com MO 050609

MGRV8 Front Suspension Unit - BMH item has
completely redesigned sub-frame, ball joints, tube
shocks, four pot calipers with vented disks. These
are no longer available! Updated with Koni adjustable sport shocks by Clive Wheatley. Bolt-in installation, ideal for V8 projects. $2700 plus crating/
shipping. Bob Sherman (503) 615-8713 OR 050609
1972 MGB parts – Windshield in frame (bad rubber/good glass), Driver & Passenger Door glass/
rails, Blasted and painted Heater Box, Blasted and
painted Pedal Box and pedals, Blasted and painted
headlight buckets, Trunk lid/no dents. Ken Holewczynski ken@manifesto1.com    IN  050609
Car Trailer - trailer designed for T-Type cars
although it has also transported a TR6 with no
problems; power winch and a front shield to protect
the cars from stones etc, in excellent condition.
Need space so the price is right at $2500. Delivery
could be arranged or a convenient meeting place.
Geoff Wheatley (843) 341-6155
SC 010209

MG 1100 parts – Used parts left over from at least

four 1100 cars used to restore one. All parts kept
except for car shells – chrome, glass, doors (twodoor versions only), drive trains, bonnets, trunks, etc
– too many parts to mention. Chuck Gilmer (616)
984-5049 or chuckgilmer132@nsn.com MI 02/03/09

MGB rebuilt overdrive transmission with o/d
in third/fourth - $1500; MGB metal dash has all

gauges except tach, includes ignition switch/key,
glovebox key, and partial dash wiring harness $375. John Morris, (561) 752-0673
jmo3449456@aol.com FL 091009

Where 2 ‘B

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their
MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in
advance to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2009
• Sept 5-6............ British Car Show, Kansas City, MO • bayoung@dstoutput.com
• Sept 6................ Autumn Sports Classic Car Show, Lancaster, NY • www.buffalomg.com
• Sept 11-12......... Brits at the Shoals, Rogersville, AL • www.shoalsbritishcars.org
• Sept 12.............. Parking Lot MG Show, El Segundo, CA • www.socalmgclub.org
• Sept 12.............. Carolina British Classics, Columbia, SC • alpine1963@aol.com
• Sept 12.............. Car Show at the Driving Museum, El Segundo, CA • sgartner@aol.com
• Sept 12-13......... Brits in the Ozarks, Fayetteville, AR • www.britishironwa.org
• Sept 13.............. Chicagoland British Car Fest, Des Plaines, IL • www.britishcarunion.com
• Sept 14-17......... GOF Central, Sheboygan, WI • www.mg3club.org
• Sept 17-20 ........ British Invasion, Stowe, VT • www.britishinvasion.com
• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 19.............. Brits on the Beach, Ocean Grove, NJ • www.pedc.org
• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, Newburgh, IN • www.sirbrit.com
• Sept 19-20......... English Motoring Conclave, Arvada, CO • www.coloradoconclave.com
• Sept 19-20......... Indy British Motor Days, Indianapolis, IN • www.ibcu.org

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers
• Sept 26.............. 10th Autumn in the Mountains, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccwnc.org
• Sept 26-27........ Canadian British Charity Run, Guelph, ON • www.cbccr.org
• Sept 27.............. English Motors at Fairbrook, Fallbrook, CA • nealw@san.rr.com
• Oct 2-4 . ........... British Legends Weekend, Bourne, MA • www.capecodbritishcarclub.orgt
• Oct 2-4.............. British Car Show, Waynesboro, VA • www.svbcc.net
• Oct 3................. Brits Invade the Capital, Dover, DE • www.bccdelaware.com
• Oct 4................. British Car Day, San Diego, CA • www.sandiegobritishcarday.org
• Oct 10............... Brits at the Village, Lahasks, PA • www.phillyMGclub.com
• Oct 10............... Brits by the Bay, Pasadena, MD • www.TRACLTD.org
• Oct 10............... Clovis British Car Roundup, Clovis, CA • www.valleybritish.org
• Oct 24 .............. British Car Day, Charleston, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com
• Oct 24............... British Field Meet, Safety Harbor, FL • www.tbahc.com
• Oct 24............... British Car Festival, Fairhope, AL • www.sabcc.org
• Oct 31-Nov 2..... British Car Day, Chattanooga, TN • www.southernbritishcarclub.org
• Oct 31-Nov 1 – Brits & Battleship Car Show, Wilmington, NC • www.bmccf.org
• Nov 22.............. MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • www.vintagemg.com

• Sept 19-20......... Classics on the James, Richmond, VA • www.classicsonthejames.com

2010

• Sept 25-27........ Southeastern MG Fall GOF, Hiawassee, GA • SEMGTRRegistration@aol.com

• June 23-27 – NAMGBR MG 2010, Belleville, ON•www.mg2010.com

• Sept 25-27........ Rio Grande Valley All British Car Meet, Chama, NM • www.baoa.org

• Sept 26...... NAMGBR Regional - 30th MGs on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD
• www.mgsofbaltimore.com • 412-817-6862
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