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The Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

hen it rains, it pours – and
right now it’s a deluge! I want
to thank all of you out there,
especially those overworked club newsletter editors, for sending in all the great
articles and pictures for publication. It
really makes my job tough having to
pick and choose what goes in each issue
because the quality of what’s coming in
is top notch! Hey – I’m not complaining at all and don’t stop sending me
stuff, just know that it might be a few
issues before you see it. Rest assured
that everything I get is appreciated and
it’s what makes this magazine as great
as it is. Charles and I are just flunkies –
it’s all of you who provide the content
that are the real force behind the MGB
Driver!
As a side note to the above, when
you submit articles, try to keep the
pictures and the text as separate files.
When pictures are embedded into a
program such as Microsoft Word, the
quality is reduced for the type of printing we do. Plus there’s no need for you
to spend a lot of time doing formatting
when we have to reformat it anyway
to fit the Driver templates. As always,
make the pictures as high a resolution
as you can so they’ll come out crisp
and clear and show off those beautiful

he May/June issue of the MGB Driver
is normally the kick-off for the
North American driving season.
We look forward to MG 2009 just a few
weeks away but more importantly, the
future of the B Register is mapped this
month as well.
Now is the time for those interested in carrying on the direction of
the North American MGB Register to
step forward and make their intentions known. As with every year, two
positions on the NAMGBR board will
come up for election and the members,
through their local clubs will get the
opportunity to set the course for the
next two years. This fall, the positions
of Chairman and Treasurer will be up
for elections.
We need members to come forward to offer their names and stand for
election in these two positions. So ask
yourself, do I want to take the next step
and serve the members of NAMGBR.
If you are willing to make a commitment to the membership for the next
two years, please send a letter of intent
to Robert Rushing, Editor of the MGB
Driver for printing in an upcoming issue
of the MGB Driver.
If you have any questions of either
of the two positions on the NAMGBR
Board, please feel free to contact the
respective officers about the duties of
the office.
On a lighter note, many of you had
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cars in all their glory.
Finally, I need to ask for members
to step up to run for Chairman and for
Treasurer and to submit your Letters of
Intent to me by June 1 for the July/Aug
issue and July 15 for the Sept/Oct issue.
I find it sad to say that because Bruce is
finishing his second term and cannot
run again this time. If it were up to me,
I’d vote for Bruce to be Chairman for
Life since he has been so fantastic to
work with; but that’s not the way the
Register works. We are a democratic
organization and the regular change
in leadership is our strength, not our
weakness. I’m sure whoever steps up
to the challenge of leading us for the
next two years will fill the big shoes of
all those who have gone before and do
an outstanding job for the Robert
membership.

MG 2009 Update - Schedule

By Bob Gloyd, MGCC Rocky Mountain Centre

Michianna Brits Tour - Hocking Hills

Bruce
Wyckoff
Chairman
NAMGBR
the opportunity to watch an entertaining movie while attending MG 2008
in Valley Forge, last June. For many of
us, Sherman’s Way not only gave us a
chance to share in the lives of Sherman
Black and Palmer Van Dyke but to relive
the scenic back roads of Northern California which hosted MG 2007. Director
and NAMGBR member, Craig Saavedra,
as well as the Philadelphia MG Car
Club, overcame a number of obstacles
to present the film to the attendees of
the convention.
We have received word from Craig
that Sherman’s Way has now opened in
New York and Los Angles with hopefully more theaters added as the summer rolls along. If you saw the movie
in Philadelphia and had an enjoyable
time, then watch your local newspaper
or call our local Cineplex and let them
know you saw a great film and would
like to have it play in your community.
Let’s support a fellow NAMGBR member and get Sherman’s Way on the map.

Bruce

On the Covers

By Larry Palguta Michiana Brits

250,000th MGB

Front: Peter Perea crossing over I-70 near Breckenridge, Colorado

By Ken Smith, MGB Registrar

Fame, Fortune, and an MGB Named Oslow

By John E. Steger III, Birmingham British Motoring Club
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High Altitude Carb Adjustment
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Tech Talk

By Paul DierschowSports Car Craftsmen, LLC

Ed and Angie Haas in his ‘79 LE from
Nazareth, PA go for a spring run last year.

John Twist, Technical Coordinator
MGB Driver
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Back: The NAMGBR
tents very first appearance at last years British
Motorcar Gathering in
Hellertown, PA
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Vice Chairman’s Notes

From the Treasurer

S

S

how season is upon us. Is your club
doing a good job letting British car
owners know about your show?
Last issue I touched on the importance
of getting the word out early by taking
advantage of the many online car event
calendars and listings in magazines.
Now I’d like to share some other “marketing” tips your club may find useful.
Dropping your club’s fliers into cars
at other shows is a time-honored way
to “carpet bomb” other enthusiasts,
because you know for certain you’re
hitting your target audience. Our club
has distributed fliers this way. But then
a couple of years ago we realized it
would be far more efficient to distribute
fliers in the other shows’ “goody bags”
or registration packets and less likely to
annoy car owners, too. Aside from saving someone in your club a lot of time,
it’s also a great way to build cooperative
relationships with your neighboring
clubs. Of course, the other clubs have to
agree to stuff your stuff in their packets,
so make sure you get the OK from the
show chairman before sending them a
big stack of fliers. Also ask how many
packets they will be preparing, so you
send them with the right number.
(Because our club spends some money
to have our fliers printed in color, at
the first local show of the year we also
take the time to retrieve our fliers from
any unused registration packets.) We
reciprocate in spirit by actively soliciting fliers from shows that follow ours.
We like to have a full “goodie bag,” and
typically, because our show is in early
June, we stuff fliers from six or seven
other shows.
Make sure your show fliers get to
the newsletter editors of other clubs,
and send them as early as you can
so they can plan when to run them.
Reprinting show fliers used to be
something of a burden, but now that so
many clubs are sending out newsletters
by email, more pages don’t always mean
more effort or more expense. Still, if
6
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your flier typically has two sides, try to
prepare a version that is one-sided for
newsletter purposes.
Our club has long maintained
a mailing list of everyone who has
registered a car at our show. We mail
out fliers to those who have attended in
the last two or three years, but do start
dropping people off the list if they stop
showing up. (Postage is getting expensive, after all.) This year, for the first
time, we are asking for email addresses
on our registration forms, so that next
year we can send out fliers electronically and save some money. Of course,
not everyone is comfortable sharing
their email address, but we thought we
would give it a try.
And of course, make sure you make
a registration form available for downloading from your website. If someone
has the full version of Adobe Acrobat,
they can create a form users can fill out
on their computers, then print out and
send in with their registration fee. A
great boon to legibility!
Make sure your local British car
repair shops have a good supply of show
fliers (and club membership applications) to distribute to customers. While
you’re delivering the fliers, you can ask
them about taking part or contributing
to your show in some way.
If your club does something different to get the word out about your show,
drop me a note and we’ll share it here.
We can all benefit from your great ideas!

pring has sprung, the snow is melting, flowers are blooming, and
Drive your British Car Week is May
30 – June 7. Soon summer and MG 2009
will be upon us – can you believe in less
than eight weeks? The MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre and I are eager
to extend a warm Colorado welcome to
you!
As you plan your trip to Colorado,
consider arriving early – Monday or
Tuesday. Then you will have time to
take your car to Sportscar Craftsmen for
altitude tuning, visit car museums and/
or brew pubs, and explore the Denver
area. Several car museums are worth a
visit. The Shelby Museum in Boulder
holds a racing collection of Shelby Ford
Cobras. The Cussler Museum (just west
of Denver) showcases classic automobiles owned by author Clive Cussler and
made famous by his main character,
Dirk Pitt. The Forney Museum (Denver) highlights Amelia Earhart’s “Gold
Bug” Kissel as well as trains to tractors,
carriages to antique cars, and buggies to
bicycles…anything on wheels!
On Wednesday morning, join
one of three “Gateway to the Rockies”
tours departing from Denver, Colorado
Springs (south), or Fruita (western Colorado). Check the MG2009.com website
for details. Your tour to Breckenridge
will offer you two-lane highways, scenic
vistas, and bits of Colorado history. You
will arrive in Breckenridge in time to
register, check in, and prepare for our
Welcome and Orientation gathering.
Wednesday evening, after dinner
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on your own in town, we invite you
to join us on the Hoosier Pass Sunset
Run. This eleven-mile drive on a scenic,
hairpin curve road takes you to the
Continental Divide at 11,542 feet. From
here, take in the stunning 360-degree
panoramic view and watch the sun set
(at 8:36) over the Ten Mile and Mosquito Ranges (no, you won’t need insect
repellent!) Anyone know how this Pass
was named?
If you haven’t had the chance to attend a North American MGB event, and
even if you have, please consider joining us this June as we celebrate English
motoring in the beautiful Kingdom of
Breckenridge, Colorado.
On the business side…The fiscal
first and second quarters of 2008-09
have been strong for NAMGBR. Membership retention and new growth has
improved our bottom line by $6,938.85.
Thank you for renewing your membership in your local club and NAMGBR.
The Financial Statement, October 1,
2008 – March 13, 2009, Profit & Loss
statement accompanies this article.

North American MGB Register - Profit & Loss
October 1, 2008 - March 13, 2009
Income
Total Income
Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income
Net Income

Kim
MGB Driver

Alan
Magnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR

MGB Driver
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Total
$ 38,249.70

Alan

$ 31,310.85
$ 6,938.85
$ 6,938.85
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From the Secretary

The MGB Registrar

he North American MGB Register is pleased to announce a new
program for our Veterans now
serving overseas – especially in Iraq,
Afghanistan, or other foreign duty stations. Over the last few months we have
observed veterans electing to allow
their membership to lapse due to being
assigned to active duty. We recognize
that while we can never really truly
show our appreciation, we felt that we
could establish a program to show our
organization support. The new program
for veterans on active duty has been
established by the NAMGBR Officers to
show our appreciation for their service
and to maintain their membership
while serving. We recognize and appreciate the service our veteran members
provide our country.
If you have been an active
NAMGBR member for one year or
more and have been assigned to active
duty in any branch of the service to a
foreign duty station you may qualify
for our Veterans Program. The Veterans
Program has been developed to provide
for continued membership to our active
duty veterans. All members that qualify
will receive an exemption from dues
payment for six months or more while
serving on active duty. To enroll in the
new program, Veterans are encouraged
to send their names, membership numbers, service numbers, and duty station
information to secretary@namgbr.
net. While it is not possible to mail
veterans their MGB Driver publications,
we encourage friends and families to
take time to forward the publication to
them. We hope to receive some pictures
of our veterans enjoying the Driver
while on duty.
Membership continues to slowly
move toward that magical number of

ello there! Wasn’t the last issue of
the MGB Driver just great? Robert
and Chas are doing a fine job and
it must be the best MGB magazine in
the world, but we need to get the word
out just how good our Register publication is compared to anything else on
offer. So, please show your friends who
own MGs this great little publication,
packed with information and interest.
First of all, I’d like to welcome Scott
Perry as your new 74 1/2 MGB Registrar,
You will have read about his adventures in buying his GT in Atlanta and
the driving it all the way to the “Left
Coast”. If you have a 74 1/2 MGB, then
I would urge you to register it (even
re-register it!) with Scott, so our records
can be as up to date as possible. I’m sure
he’ll be a great asset to the NAMGBR.
Several other interesting bits for
your delight this time: first, Hans
Vreeburg in the Netherlands is seeking
information on the previous history
of his 1973 MGB GHN5UD 320171G,
a Mallard Green car with an Autumn
Leaf interior dispatched to the USA
on June 26th 1973. However, on the
front bumper was a sticker which read:
International Airline Travel Training
Center - Oakland Unit #191. The license
tags were dated 1979. Does any member
know anything about this “Training
Center”? Any information for Hans
gratefully received.
Secondly, I also heard from Arden

T

Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
two thousand. It would be great to be
able to announce our two thousandth
member during MG 2009. It would be
even more exciting to have two thousand nine members signed up for MG
2009! As club officers are elected to our
affiliate clubs, it is a great opportunity
to check club memberships and encourage renewal of their dues. As a member,
don’t hesitate to invite other owners to
join us –just share a Driver with them
and once they see our publication, it
will be easy to convince them to join.
Our best member recruiters are our
current members so don’t hesitate to
welcome someone new.
We appreciate members and nonmembers that present a gift of membership to their family members, individuals purchasing a car, and friends in a
club. I recently had a father purchase a
membership for his son as a gift to show
support for his efforts to restore his
MGB – the best thirty dollars that could
be spent on his car.
When you receive this publication, it will be close to MG 2009 time in
Breckenridge, Colorado. Sign up now
because you don’t want to miss this
event. The MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre has put together an event
that you will always remember. Hope
to see you there – stop by our booth and
introduce yourself!

MGB Driver
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Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
Wrisley (#6292) of Buffalo, New York
whose Limited Edition MGB was presented to him as a retirement present
in the spring of 2006! (We should all be
so lucky to have a boss like that!) Arden
wrote: “The car came into the USA
through Newark, New Jersey, to JRT of
Carlstadt, New Jersey (the distributor).
It was then dispatched to Hank Bokman Oldsmobile of West Seneca, New
York, a suburb of Buffalo. On March
25, 1980, the L.E. was purchased by
Ernest H Laware II of Hamburg, New
York. The sticker price of the car was
$9263.00 and included overdrive ($300)
and a Blaupunkt radio ($273) as extras
in addition to the L.E. package ($600).
However, Mr. Laware actually paid
$9133 for the car, which included Rusty
Jones rust-proofing.
“Mr. Laware drove the car the next
three years, putting 23,000 miles on the
clock before selling it in 1983 to Rick
Izzo of Hamburg, a classic and collector
car dealer. It quickly became his personal favorite and he kept
it until 2006, putting only
about 4000 miles on the
car during his period of
ownership. When the car
was presented to me on
my retirement I was told
by Mr. Izzo that if ever I
decided to sell the L.E. he
would take the car back
in a heartbeat – and at my
price! So, I am the third
owner of this wonderful
machine which is in very
A Dutch MGB
good condition and very
Photo provided by Ken Smith
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Arden Wrisley ‘s MGB LE
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MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Photo provided by Bill Fox

original. The car came with
the hardtop shown in the
photo, and tan cocoa floor
mats. I have enjoyed owning
this car and find it tremendous fun to drive.”
As I was not familiar with
the name, Jim Pelleterie filled
me in on “Rusty Jones”. Apparently this was a franchise
rust-proofing operation that
was sold strictly through new
car dealers. They sprayed
black tar-like stuff in places it
was never needed, sometimes
covering the wiring harnesses and the
entire boot area! One of the ironies is
that the cars that were rust-proofed
rusted more than the cars that were not.
Rusty Jones was a huge profit builder for
the dealer but the cars that were sprayed
with this stuff were a mess and the dirt
which stuck, made the car look filthy!
The second Limited Edition which
came in to my mailbox was from Tom
Dahlfors of Woodstock, Illinois, who
not only has this beautiful 1980 L.E,
but also a London Taxi (fellow nut case
Mr. Chairman!) and beautiful 1953 MG
TD, and who is seeking an MG TF to
complete his stable. You can never have
enough MG’s can you?
Also for you 67 GT Special owners, Dick Mullins informs me that he
still has a few of the “Specials” fender
plaques left for sale. You can reach him
at rsmul@msn.com.
Finally as I’ve exceeded my space
in this issue with my story of the

Photos provided by Ken Smith

The MGB Registrar

Pete Cosmides “new” 1100.

Tom Dahitor’s MGB LE

250,000th MGB I’m going to shut up
except to say that I’ll bet you didn’t
know they had “Limited Editions” in
Mexico (Strawberries that is!!)

Our latest registrants – thank you all!
Bill Walker - 69 MGB
Jim & Marietta Allen - 73 MGB/GT
Tom Misener - 74 MGB
Tom Dahlfors - 80 MGB LE
David Hoskins - 80 MGB LE
Bert French - 79 MGB LE
Rich Marron - 76 MGB
William Powell - 73 MGB/GT
Richard Johnson - 76 MGB
Gene Heard - 67 MGB
William Impastato - 70 MGB
William Powell - 73 MGB/GT
Richard Johnson - 76 MGB
Rand Meyer - 80 MGB
Michael Carmody - 69 MGB
Harry Coppenbarger - 70 MGB
On a personal note, many thanks
to all of you who bought my book on
the MGB Limited Edition!
Your comments were appreciated and very kind,
but a lot of the credit goes
to our own Charles de
Bourbon who was responsible for burning the
midnight oil and laying
out the book so well! See
you in Breckenridge?

Happy MGB’ing!
Ken
MGB Driver
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did take some time here and there in
November and separated the gearbox from the engine. When I looked
inside I saw the source of my problems
– the three holes I drilled to mount the
windage tray. The nuts and bolts were
still tightly in place but the rubber
washers were gone. I did find bits of
rubber in the oil pick up filter so I know
where they went. I took the box in for
repair. When I picked it up the holes
were completely sealed and smoothed
off. After I reattached the block, the
clutch assembly, and flywheel, a fresh
coat of BMC green was applied to the
outside.
The complete assembly was hauled
back home and over the course of a
couple of weekends it was all back
together. Even though this is the fourth
or fifth time I’ve had this engine out, I
run afoul of something each time. After
I got the whole assembly in and connected I couldn’t get the gearbox into
gear. This meant removing the shift
extension. Apparently the connecting
rod didn’t get seated where it should as
wasn’t “grabbing” the right place on
the gearbox. After a couple other minor
glitches I finally took it out for a test
drive on a Saturday after noon. It ran as
well as it had since I’ve owned it. I made
a trip across town to my dad’s house
and picked up some boxes he was holding for me then I headed back home.
When I saw my dad the next day he said
“You know your car leaks oil don’t you?
You left a big spot on my driveway”.
I checked under the car in my garage
and sure enough there was a big spot
MGB Driver
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Bill Fox
1100/1300
Registrar
of clean fresh oil under the front of the
engine. I found the new leak a couple
of days later- one of the bolts I used for
the timing chain cover was too long
and kept it from sealing. An easy fix
and once again, for the time being, all is
right again.
Now I should be ready to get out
and enjoy some driving time. Spring is
almost here and we’ve had some unusually warm weather. I’m planning on
driving it to MG 2009 in June so I still
have time for something else to break.
I haven’t heard much from any of
the other 1100 owners I’ve dug up. I
guess they have their projects well in
hand. Hopefully they will give me an
update soon so I can write about something other than my problems.
The big topics on the 1100 Discussion Board have been about the
fasteners for chrome strips, sources for
hubcaps, and where to mount seat belts.
I located one other new owner since the
last issue. William George of Edgewood,
NM checked in with his 1964 MG 1100.
He bought the car in 1991 and has it
about 98% restored. He may be interested in selling it as he has too many
projects to really devote to it. He also
has 4 Austin America’s he’d like to part
with. If anyone is interested I can put
you in touch with him.
The 1100 is one heck of a ride and
they are very unique. If you have kids,
carry a lot of luggage, or just want something different it’s the way to go.

Bill
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1974½ MGB Registrar

H

i everyone, I’m proud to say
that I asked for and was granted
the post of the 1974 1/2 MGB
Registrar for NAMGBR. This short-run
of 7445 cars are unique,a transitional
models caught somewhere between the
chrome-bumpered versus true rubberbumpered Bs and represent a rare slice
of total B production.
I’ve been driving and enjoying
MGs for almost 25 years now, mostly
MGBs. The first one I ever got a good
look at was a 74 1/2 that was parked
and seemingly forgotten next to a gas
station in town. I wasn’t 16 yet but kept
asking if they’d sell it and all I ever got
was “it’s a customer’s car, not for sale.”
I liked the combination of rubber bumpers, classic chrome-rimmed gauges,
and the dual carburetors. The car
languished for years and then one day it
was gone. The memory of that car stuck
with me and as the years went by, I realized how special these particular MGBs
were, both the Roadster and the rarer
GT model. In a future issue I’ll go more
into the history and details regarding
their place in the grand scheme of MG.
The idea of maintaining a register
is one I’m familiar with, I use to keep
one for a different marque years ago
so it’s second-nature for me. Previous
to me, Steve Harding manned the 74
1/2 post and did a fantastic job! What I
have to start with is no less than a box
full of documents, original registration
papers, photos, handwritten stories
from owners, and the like. It’s all very
organized be it by VIN # or the date
the information was received. Its great
reading let me tell you. With that I also
have the electronic database which I’ll
keep and update/add data as needed.
As of today, we have 185 cars in
the database with over 35 added since
I took over the reigns. Upwards of 30

12
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Scott Perry
1974½ Registrar
were submitted by Gil DuPre of Chattanooga, Tenn., who kept his own, mostly
local, register of primarily GTs. The rest
I’ve gathered from online ads or from
contacting owners of cars I come across
elsewhere on the internet. I encourage
any member who has a 74 1/2 to e-mail
or write me with their car’s details,
photos, and stories or whatever. Even if
you’ve done it before, I’d appreciate an
update as I’m coming across incomplete
or conflicting entries and I’d like to get
everything current moving forward.
Looking long term, I’d like to find
every undocumented 74 1/2 along with
as much color (photos, personal stories)
as possible. I can tell you after reading
the little tidbits in Steve’s archives, the
personal owner input really bring the
files to life. I’m sure we all have something interesting to share. With that
we’ll have a better idea of what remains
of these special cars as well as great
material for future editions of the MGB
Driver.    Additionally, I’d like to find a
stone cold original example among us
that we can photo-document from stem
to stern so we have a historical example
to refer to in terms of authenticity for
restorations and the general maintenance of our cars. Through the register
and with ongoing articles, I hope to
generate more interest and activity
among the 74 1/2 crowd. Scott
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MG 2009 Update - Schedule
MG’s in Breckenridge
By Bob Gloyd
Chairman MG 2009

H

ave you registered for MG 2009
yet? Your MG 2009 Committee has a full and exciting event
planned for you this summer! To help
you out, here is a day by day schedule
of the activities that are planned. Of
course, this schedule is subject to some
adjustment as the event nears.

Pre-Events
Monday, June 22

• Altitude Tuning at Sportscar Craftsmen:
9am - 5pm
• Forney Transportation Museum:
10am - 4pm (on your own)

Tuesday, June 23

• Altitude Tuning at Sportscar Craftsmen:
9am - 5pm
• Cussler Collection*: 10am - 12 noon
• Shelby American Museum*: 2 - 4pm or
• LeMay Collection*: 2 - 4pm
* Please send an e-mail to MG2009@comcast.net if you are planning on visiting the
museums and collections. We need to have
at least 30 people for the Shelby Museum
to open midweek and we need head counts
and e-mail addresses to provide logistics for
the others.

MG 2009 Official Events
Wednesday, June 24

• Breakfast at Mimi’s Cafe in Denver West*:
8 - 10 am
• Gateway to the Rockies Tour from Denver*:
10am - 3:30pm
• Gateway to the Rockies Tour from Grand
Junction*: 8am - 3:30pm
• Gateway to the Rockies Tour from Colo
rado Springs*: 8am - 3:30pm
• Event Registration: 1 - 5pm
• Car Wash open: 1 – 6pm
• Welcome and Orientation: 5 - 6pm
• Hoosier Pass Sunset Run:
7:30pm - sunset
14
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• Hospitality Room: 7 - 10pm
* Please send an e-mail to MG2009@comcast.net if you are planning on participating
in any of these tours so we can provide you
with the logistics.

Thursday, June 25

• Registration: 8am - 5pm
• Car Wash open: 8am - 6pm
• Silver Dollar Tour: 9am - 2pm
• Kingdom Come and Gone Tour:
9am - 6pm
• Funkhana: 1 - 5:30pm
• Walking Tour of Breckenridge:
9:30am - 1:30pm
• Tech Sessions: 1:30 - 5pm
• Rallye School: 3 - 4pm
• Checkpoint Workers’ School: 3 - 4pm
• Backcountry Brewery BBQ and Music
in the Park – 5pm to end

Friday, June 26

• Registration: 8am – 5pm as needed
• Car Wash open: 8am - 6pm
• Gold Rush Rallye: 8am - 3pm
• Walking Tour of Breckenridge:
9am - 1pm
• Tech Sessions: 1- 5pm
• Country Boy Mine Tour & Wine,
Cheese & Chocolate – 5:30pm to end

Saturday, June 27

• Car Wash open: 8 - 10am
• Peak 9 Car Show and Concours:
9am - 2pm
• Valve Cover Races: 10am - 12pm
• Tech Sessions: 1- 5pm
• The Kingdoms Unite—

Breckenridge to England Banquet:
6 - 10pm

Sunday, June 28

Continental Breakfast Farewell…

See you at MG 2010! 7 - 10am
We are looking forward to hosting and
seeing you June 24 - 28 in the beautiful
Kingdom of Breckenridge, Colorado for
the NAMGBR’s annual convention, MG
2009 – MGs in Breckenridge!
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Letters to the Editor
Robert, this year marks 80 years of MG at
Abingdon. Thought you’d like to know! —
Ken Smith
Thanks for the reminder Ken! I know
that this year also marks the 50th anniversary of Safety Fast! magazine of
the MG Car Club-UK (2005 was their
75th anniversary as a club).
Robert, I followed your directions on page
14 of Jan/Feb to locate the Driver index on
the website. All I got was seven articles. I
am trying to find out what I can put on my
1967B/GT in the way of tires. How do I
find an article(s) regarding that? Thanks.
You are doing a GREAT job!!!
—Norm Ridgely #3-1273
Norm, you know, I don’t know if we’ve
ever had a comprehensive article on
tires – at least not while I’ve been editing the Driver. I know that I always
recommend 185/70 R14’s. I’ve ran
those for years on my 71B with Rostyle
wheels. The closest to the factory
size is 165/70 R14’s, but they’re really
hard to find. 175/70 R14’s are pretty
close, but they are also hard to find
which is why I generally go with the
185’s. Most people I know with MGBs
run that size as well. Currently, I have
Pirelli P400s and I like them a lot. I’ll
have to see if I can find someone to do
a good article on them (hint, hint!) In
the mean time, you might try Classic
Motorsports magazine’s website (or
Grassroots Motorsports). They usually
have some good stuff on tires. I know
I read once about a Kumo tire they really liked that was pretty inexpensive.
Robert, good looking issue of the Driver, but
I think there might be a mistake.
The article by Larry Youngblood lists the
Southeastern Ohio club. I’m not aware of
a Southeastern Ohio Club, but Larry is a
member of our club, MG Car Club, Southwestern Ohio Centre..... Just wanted to set
the record straight, since we are a chapter of
NAMGBR!
Thanks, —Skip Peterson
President MGCC, SWOC
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Gee Skip, just goes to show that the
old adage of “practice makes perfect”
is total bunk when it comes to my
editing!
Hi Lloyd, We just read your inaugural
column in MGB Driver concerning the
general topic on MGB originality. It’s about
time someone with your background and
experience has stepped forward and offered
to write on such a subject. While we’re am
not “purists” per se as far as MGs go, we
strongly feel that here in the US, MGBs have
been subjected to any number of “mods”
and “personalized expressions”. Without
some basis of originality, these MGBs will
eventually be passed onto their next “temporary owners” as original examples. I see
your column as a means to keep NAMGBR
members aware of what is original and
what is not and also to serve as a basis for
others to comment on originality.   So go
for it and we look forward to reading your
columns.
—Lee Niner # 0-203
Lloyd responds:
Hi Robert - Jeez you sure know how to fill
up a guy’s inbox....lots of replies to the originality article. Good thing you didn’t print
my phone number! I’ll get the next article to
you soon...you know, strike while the iron
is hot or before the dust settles or before the
pump stops ticking.
Looks like we’ve got a popular new
series coming everyone’s way!
Robert, I have been receiving copies of the
MGB Driver as president of NAMGBR affiliate chapter MGMGMG in Milwaukee.
My term of office has expired and the new
president is Jim Koester. By all rights, he
should be receiving the chapter’s copy of
your magazine. Please change the name
and address over to him. I have enjoyed the
MGB Driver a lot
Thank You, —Bob Jozwowski
Bob, hopefully you’ve joined the
register so you can continue receiving
the magazine. And if you don’t have
MGB Driver
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a B, Midget, or 1100 – well, you don’t
have to own one, but why wouldn’t
you since they’re fantastic! Seriously,
I appreciate you notifying us on this
because so many of our affiliated
club forget to do this and then misses
out on a lot of good info. I generally
recommend having the magazine go
to your editor so they can stay on top
of what is going on and pass it along
to your membership. However, either
way, if your club needs to update who
receives your club’s copy, please send
our Secretary a note with the address
change.
Hi Robert, I have a correction for you for the
next issue. You have the wrong web address
and phone number listed for our show.
The 30th Annual “MGs on the Rocks” The
website is www.mgsofbaltimore.com and
the phone number is (410) 817-6862. Also
don’t forget this will be a NAMGBR Regional Event this year. There will be a special dash plaque for all of the MGs covered
by the Register. Other than that you have
cranked out another great issue. I am curious about the Canadian LE’s I would like to
see a follow up if any of them turn up.
Thanks, —Richard Liddick
Thanks for the correction, Richard!
Robert, what a pleasant surprise to see
our story in “Readers Ride”! We were just
discussing how difficult this winter has
been in Maine, with record snowfalls and
cold temps and along came the MGB Driver
with something to cheer us up! Our family
really enjoys our trips together. This year
we are traveling to Stowe, Vermont (British
Invasion). Last fall, the Mirage “B” broke
a record by winning its class for three years
running!
Thanks again!
—Dick & Marie Davis #16-6342
And thank you for sending in a
Reader’s Ride (by the way I need more
everyone – so keep them coming!)
Robert, interesting comment by Lloyd Faust
re: Lord Stokes and his part in the eventual
collapse of MG. I lived in the UK at this
time and can endorse most of what Lloyd
MGB Driver
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says however the claim that Stokes was
responsible for the demise of MG is a touch
exaggerated. There is no direct evidence
that he sabotaged MG in favor of Triumph.
Sure he was not that supportive on continuing the production of the MGB especially
as it was getting a little old in the tooth by
the late 1970s. Abingdon was closed for one
simple reason – the operation was loosing money on every MG it produced and
the British government was in no mood to
throw more money into a sinking ship.
On top of that, there was a political
motive. It was obvious that either Abingdon or Longbridge had to be closed. In the
north there was unemployment, but in the
south a complete reverse. Now add the fact
that an election was in the cards for the
Thatcher government who had continued
to invest quite a lot of tax payers money
into the failing British Motor Industry with
no real return on that investment. MG
went to the wall simply because it was
expendable with no serious political fall
out, in much the same way that Rover died
through the lack of financial funding by the
Blair government a decade or so later.
Stokes was simply a pawn in the
political situation of the day. The British
government had been pouring money into
the motor industry since the early 1960s
without very much to show for their effort.
Poor management, terrible union relations,
and a product that was could not stand up
to the competition. What’s more it never
even tried. My 1972 MGB survived a total
of thirty-six illegal strikes throughout the
British Motor Industry, only to be succeeded
two years later by forty one! There is a
message here for our political masters in
Washington, but I doubt if they will hear it.
—Geoff Wheatley
Thanks Geoff!
Robert, this is an update to let you know
where we stand with revitalizing the Midget
Registry.  A few members have responded
to my call, so I have some information on
previous registrations. I am also in the
process of trying to reestablish contact with
the British Midget and Sprite Club, where
our records are reportedly kept. It is probably better right now for Midget owners to
17
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Splendid Time Is Guaranteed

Photos provided by Bill Wilson

hold off applying for registration until we
get this pinned down. This ought to be accomplished by the end of this summer.
By the way, I had hoped to meet many
of you at MG 2009, but a previous commitment blocked my attendance. But, I
do have an exciting drive coming up. It is
the 11th annual British-European Auto
Tour (B.E.A.T.) from Phoenix to Flagstaff,
Arizona. About a hundred and twenty
or so sports cars make the run through
Arizona’s scenic countryside, Prescott,
Paul & Belinda Konkle
Jerome, Sedona, and on. Last year, a fellow
Midget owner drove the tour in his Ferrari.
rookie racing season, recently attended the Vintage Auto Racing AssociaHis wife scolded him, “If Bob can drive it
tion (VARA) Awards Dinner in Long
in his Midget, so can we.” So I expect to see
Beach along with his lovely wife Beanother Midget on the tour next time.
linda. Paul won his class (EP) in their
—Bob Swetzer, Midget Registrar
1962 MGB! He also received the Long
Beach MG Club Award and was named
Editor’s Note: Paul Konkle,
Rookie of the Year. He’ll be defending
who was featured in the last isthe EP title again for the 2009 season.
sue of the Driver writing about his

Photo provided by Robert Rushing

Letters to the Editor

For All!
By Bill Wilson
Appalachian British Car Society

M

y wife Debbie and
I attended the
MG 2006 event in
Gatlinburg, Tennessee. It
was our first exposure to
valve cover racing. We were
fascinated with the variety
of racers on display so we hung around
and watched some of the races. Months
later, I began to think about building
my own racer. I had no idea how it
would look. Time passed with only a
few thoughts every now and then about
the racer.
In the winter of 2007, the idea of
what I wanted to build came to me.
Since I am a Beatles fan and they were
British, I thought it would be cool to use
that theme. Finally it came to me, the
Yellow Submarine! I would build the
Beatles Yellow Submarine.
I started with a valve cover from
my 1972 MGB. It was the original rocker
cover from the engine that I run in my
car. (1) So I welded wheels on it and
started to build the actual shape of the

submarine with foam board and hot
glue.
After getting the shape, (2) I
stuffed the racer with newspaper and
covered the hull with tape making the
shape 3-D. (3) Then I covered the whole
thing with 3 layers of newspaper dipped
in wallpaper paste.
(4) Next I applied a thick white
paint to smooth the surface followed
by a coat of fiberglass resin to make it
strong. This had to be sanded smooth.
After another base coat of white it
was time for the paint job. It took a week
to get the paint just right. With the final
coat of clear the Yellow Submarine was
finished.
So far I’ve not had the opportunity
to race it at a show. But you have to
admit it is very COOL!

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Robert
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Reader’s Ride
Tom & Mary Riner

I

(Mary) am a retired
school employee. After
35 years, it was time to
let a younger person have
the reins. We belong to the
Raleigh County Retired
School Employees group. I
have been President for two
years and Regional Director
covering ten counties in
West Virginia for five. Tom Tom Riner and his 1977 MGB.
is an associate member and
had a 1965 MGA when we were dating,
he travels with me to various meetings.
then a Triumph, a Corvette, and a VW
The 1977 MGB has been in the
Karman Ghia, while I had a 1965 red
garage for nearly two years with Tom
Mustang.
& his buddy Bob doing all the work as
Well, you know what marriage
long as weather allows. Our B has now
brings
– more reliable cars and trucks.
been road ready since last April and we
Now with our daughter out of college
have been having a ball. In October,
and on her own, we’re back with a little
we traveled to the Shenandoah Valley
1977 white MGB. It has black interior,
British Car Club Show and had a lot of
fun! We met a lot of new friends with all new top, new tires – the works – purrs
like a kitten, drives just like I remember
types of British cars. We also traveled
the A did! We’re 67-68 years old acting
on the Blue Ridge Parkway this fall and
like teenagers again.
really enjoyed it.
Also, just a little funny about Tom,
We have been looking for people in
he tells everyone that at 10 pm he goes
our area who have sportscars to maybe
start a club so as to have friends to travel to close the garage, kisses the MG goodnight, comes in, shakes my hand, and
around with and have some fun. Tom
goes to bed.
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Tom and Mary Riner dressed up their 1977 MGB for the Christmas parade in Beckley, WV
on Dec 6 2008.
MGB Driver • May / June 2009
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I Should Have Ordered Tea
Not Coffee

(With apologies to Garrison Keillor – Guy
Noir, Private Eye – and the Prairie Home
Companion Radio Show)

I

22

By Lloyd Faust

W

By John Childs, San Diego MG Club

t was barely audible - “you wanna
buy an MG mister?” I looked nervously around. I was alone on a
street corner in a little known part of
Los Angeles. No Police in sight, no cars
parked suspiciously close by. So I replied
guardedly – “Yeah, all right, what you
got?”
“LE, 79, one owner, can’t talk, follow me.” I followed him down to Moe’s
Diner, looking over my shoulder for the
shadow I felt must be there – he took the
corner booth –away from the window,
away from the door, and away from the
two drunks trying to sober up staring at
coffee cups the size of buckets, the type
used across America to slop out washrooms.
A bored blonde, overweight, and
over-blond took our order not caring
who we were, what we said, or what we
ordered. He pushed over some photos
– “She’s good, real good, been mine
since new, knows the streets – naw wot
I mean?” I said, “We are talking about
an MG right?” “Yeah mate, that’s right,
good looker too, rekon she’d be perfect
for you.”
The blonde returned letting the
coffee cups drop the last few inches to
the table spilling pools of liquid you
hoped once had a relationship with
a coffee bean. “OK,” I said, trying to
ignore the oil slick advancing across the
table, “can I see her?” We left the diner
with the coffee untouched ignoring
the scowl from the blonde, walked a
few blocks, turned a corner and there
she was – wet, everything wet, showing
off her curves and leaving little to the
imagination. “Yeah,” he said, “thought
you’d like her wet, they all look good,
wet…..”

MGB Epistemology

John Childs curses his choice of beverage.

As she sat there soaking up the sun,
I crawled over and under her, lifted her
bonnet, squeezed her hoses, and ran my
fingers up and down her arches.
“OK,” I said, “can I take her somewhere - for a spin?”
“Nah, mate, not possible.”
”OK, so can I just start her up?”
“Nah, mate, doesn’t start.”
“OK, so what works?”
“Horn works” he said, pushing the
horn button as I bent down reaching for
the dip-stick….
I can only put it down to the
blow to my head from the bonnet as I
recoiled violently, the noise of the horn
still ringing in my ears – for in spite of
the pain, I heard myself saying, “OK, I’ll
take her and I’ll be back with a trailer.”
Well, that was a few months ago,
the scar on my head finally healed
although many hairs were pulled getting her through the smog test and like
any good (or bad?) woman, she’s cost
me more than any sane man could
imagine; but she’s running and she’s
a champ. In hindsight would I have
changed anything? Yeah, I should have
ordered tea and not the coffee.
MGB Driver
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ell, the first
article was
published
and I have been
receiving emailed
comments on it ever
since. They range
from “great, it’s about
time” to being quite
defensive and “how
dare you” rants.
Therefore, I must say
this: I am not in the
MG business nor do I
have a restored car for
which I am trying to
establish provenance.
This is not about
me. This is about the
cars and preserving
history (like other
marques have managed to do for quite
sometime). So with
that in mind, the subject of this column
number two is....ready for this...MGB
epistemology. God, I love that word
and don’t get to use it much.....who
would? Webster says, basically, that it
is investigating the nature and origin of
knowledge.
This is the most logical but overlooked aspect of the restoration process.
Gathering the knowledge necessary to
restore the car to the condition it was
in when it left the factory.... hopefully
this being the accepted standard. I have
distilled the subject down into four
areas that I will briefly address (this is a
small magazine) in descending order of
importance.
1. Contemporary pictures: This
is the single most important tool you
have. These are photographs that were
taken when the cars were new. They
could be some of the many photos used
by the factory internally or publicity shots done by BMC Photographic
(my father-in-law appeared in many
of these). They could be brochures
MGB Driver
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that feature actual photographs (not
the renderings used in the early MGB
brochures). They might be photos in
magazine road tests done when the car
was new. The key here is “when the car
was new”....not current photos of a 40
year old car. MGB: The Illustrated History by Wood & Burrell is a good start
for some factory photos.
2. Factory engineering drawings
and parts books: Not many factory
drawings turn up for general use by
the enthusiast, but when they do...pay
attention. Parts books, on the other
hand, are readily available if you look
for them. These books feature quite
good line drawings of most of the pieces
that go to make up the car. In addition to helping you identify parts, they
are most useful for helping determine
what was on a particular car and just as
importantly what was not. You should
at least have access to a number of these
books of varying publication dates. An
interesting aside is the last cars (like
LEs) are not in any parts book as the fac23

MGB Epistemology
tory was converting over to microfiche.
Original MGB by Clausager is good
here for the text – not the photographs.
(Since I was involved with the publication of this book, I must say this....the
‘original’ series all follow this format
using ‘restored cars’ for most photographs). The parts books are also not
100% correct, so you need to acquire
some knowledge about how things were
done at Abingdon and the other BMC
factories that produced parts for the
MGB.
3. Viewing ‘barn find’ original
cars: Here again this can be misleading
without some knowledge of what the
car should look like. Example: I bought
a 1970 roadster in 1994 that had been
sitting 24 years. It had less than 1800
miles on it and had a tinted windshield!
We know the later GTs had tinted glass,
but never the roadsters. Now one would
think that a car, sitting almost since
new, would be correct (the windshield
was replaced when the car was only a
week old with a tinted American glass).
Do your homework!
4. Last on the list: It can be VERY
helpful to talk to owners of restored cars
similar to yours, along with viewing
these cars at shows. However (and this
is a big however), you need to take these
observations with a grain of salt. Most
owners will not claim to be ‘experts’
but can be very defensive when ques-

tions are taken as confrontations. Many
tend to think their car ‘was original’
when they started and simply cleaned
up what was there. Most MGB picture
books have pictures taken of restored
cars. DO NOT take these pictures as
gospel truth for what is correct. More
often than not, these are simply known
cars that are available for the photo
shoot.
One final thought in closing. We as
enthusiasts need to arrive at a recognized standard that can be updated as
new information is discovered. It needs
to be based on logic and scientifically
sound reasoning.....not because a “selfproclaimed expert” (like me) told you
so. There are a number of really nice
MGBs in the register that fit the restored
definition. They are not perfect, but
would be good examples for other
owners so they do not have to start
from zero. The register needs to document these cars (along with the errors)
making a standard available to other
owners (so they can come here first for
information and feel confident that we
are correct). Any questionable items
need to logically provable and not just
passed on because “my car was always
like that”.
I’m going to Breckenridge to have a
walk around the show field (in disguise). Next column I’ll get with the
gee-wiz MGB info.

MG1994 - MG 99 & MG 2004

Memories

(Editor’s Note: this will be a new annual
feature in the May/June issue where we enlist a few members to give memories of the
conventions 5, 10, and 15 years prior. This
year we asked Rick Ingram, Bruce Wyckoff,
and Jai Deagan to reminisce. Hopefully this
will give those of you who have not been
able to make it to a convention an idea of
the lasting memories you can gain by attending.)

MG 94 – Washington DC

J

ai: MG 94 was held in Washington
D.C. This was the first convention in an area we had not visited
prior to the convention trip. We were
fortunate to have some friends living in
the DC area that we got to spend some
time with and who were able to give us
some guidance about getting around
and sightseeing. Some lucky participants were able to attend a high-speed
driving experience at the Summit Point
Raceway with a collection of 40-plus
cars, everything from TDs to MGBs – we
found out just how much work driving
fast well can be. Many of us had read
about the new RV8 being produced
in England. Thanks to Roche Bentley
we were able to get up close to his car,
which he had shipped over from the
UK, during the show. There were many
fine examples of MGs with racing history that were present for the admiring.
As I recall, this was the first show where
I wore my white jacket and sold 50/50
tickets at the banquet. On Sunday we
had a go at the Guinness Book record
for longest single marque caravan. Not
sure if we made the record, but the attempt was a lot of fun.
Bruce: Connie, Wayne, and I
loaded up the 1974 1/2 MGB/GT and
traveled backroads to get to the Dulles
Marriott hotel for the opening events
of MG 94. This was the third national
convention sponsored by NAMGBR
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and one of the better attended with
over 400 cars for the event. Among
the scheduled events was a bus tour of
Washington DC where we spent the day
touring the Lincoln Memorial, Capital
Building, and the Washington Mall.
Other events included race training at
Summit Point Raceway and a number
of tech sessions during the week. Two of
the more unusual memories from this
convention was the EPA requiring the
sewer drain at the hotel to be blocked,
temporarily creating a lake in the parking lot of the hotel; the other was the
under the bonnet fire in Larry Henle’s
LE and the number of MG owners, fire
extinguishers in hand, to help with the
fire. As Sunday morning dawned, 239
MGs lined up to challenge the Guinness
Book of World Records for the longest
caravan of a single Marque. With the
help of the local police to block the
roadways, the cars traveled the required
miles to qualify for the record. Many of
the cars continued from the Guinness
Run to attend the famous “Original
British Car Day” in Bowie, Maryland.
Rick: Hosted by the MGCCWashington DC Centre, this was the
third annual NAMGBR convention and
my first while serving as the register’s
Chairman. Jean and I drove our 1978
MGB to this event which was held at the
airport outside of our nation’s capital.
I had just finished repairs on the MGB
from its injuries suffered during a flash
flood in April of that year. We had electrical problems in West Virginia and I
was in the parking lot with the bonnet
up and a puzzled look on my face when
an English gentleman came over to talk
to me. It was Geoff Allen, a featured
guest of the event and retired Abingdon
assembly plant worker. He helped diagnose my problems and got me back on
the road. We remained friends until his
death in 2006. I also got to meet Roche
Bentley of the MG Owners Club and
saw his MGRV8. Jean and I also made a
whirlwind tour of some of the Capital’s
25

Memories
historic monuments; managing to visit
two Smithsonian buildings, the Lincoln
Memorial, the Vietnam War Memorial, and Arlington National Cemetery
in one day. I seem to remember Larry
Henle continuing his streak of misfortune at NAMGBR meets when the fire
department was called to extinguish a
fire under the bonnet of his MGB. Just
before we left for home, we participated
in the attempt to establish a Guinness
World Record for longest parade of a
single marque.

MG 99 – Vancouver, BC

Jai: MG 99 took us to Vancouver
BC. This was one of the conventions
we did not drive an MG too. Flying
allowed us to do some sightseeing we
would not have otherwise been able to
do. Spending time at Mount St. Helens
put a different perspective on the power
of Mother Nature. We also got to spend
some time in Seattle, and then it was
on to Vancouver. We enjoyed a nice
drive up to Whistler Mountain and the
hospitality of Peter Welch when we
stopped at his garage so he could share
his outstanding collection of pristine
MGs with group. When not skiing at
Whistler, they used the slopes and lifts
for mountain biking. Judging by some
of the spills we saw while enjoying a
pint or two, this activity is not for the
faint of heart. The car show provided
the opportunity to view an MG Indy
Liquid Suspension racer. There were
several of these cars produced and they

had some success. The owner of this
example was selling pieces of the frame
that had been replaced during its restoration. This car was also brought inside
the dining hall at the banquet.
Bruce: With a large distance to travel and a limited amount of time to do it
in, our family took advantage of a large
number of banked miles with Northwest Airlines and flew out to beautiful
Vancouver British Columbia. The Canadian Classic MG Club hosted the event
and our lodging was at apartments
located on campus at the University of
British Columbia. One of the highlights
of the week was the Sea-to-Sky trip from
Vancouver to Whistler Mountain. The
road to Whistler followed a narrow line
between the ocean and the thick green
forest with a number of picturesque
waterfalls along the route. This was the
first NAMGBR convention where we
had to wear jackets, as the temperature
was quite cool at the summit. After a
quick shopping trip in downtown Vancouver, we rode the double-decker bus
to the Floata Restaurant in Vancouver’s
Chinatown. A Chinese banquet was another first for a NAMGBR convention.
Rick: MG 99 was based at a local
college campus. I drove my 1969 MGC
to this event, caravanning with Dane
Lay and Tom & Debbie Biehl. My MGC
broke down in Vancouver on the second
day of our visit; it stayed at the local
MG hospital (Octagon Motors) for three
days while we drove a rental car. (I don’t
recall what happened to the Henle’s car
that year.) One of the highlights of this

event was seeing one of the MG Liquid
Specials that raced at Indianapolis. I got
to meet with Ron Gammons and talked
“rallye talk” with him several times
during the event. Another was the bus
trip from the college to the awards banquet that allowed us the opportunity to
see the city without watching for traffic.
The road trip to and from Vancouver
has provided memories that I will
always cherish.

MG2004-Parsippany, NJ

Jai: MG 2004 was held in Parsippany, New Jersey. One of the first
unique things about that state is that all
gas stations are full service only – you
are not allowed to pump your own gas.
This took a little getting used to. The
volume of traffic and the way it moves is
something that stays with you for some
time. New York was just a bus ride away
and a bus tour and boat tour were available. We took the Circle Line boat tour.
Our guide was very knowledgeable
and being on the water allowed for a
break from the traffic. There are always
stories of how things have happened
to people and their cars on the way to
conventions. These events allow Good
Samaritans to come forward and show
the best side of MG’ing. At Parsippany,
it was my turn to be the recipient of the
Fellowship of the Wrench. The B had
developed a small problem with one of
the wheels and in no time several folks
had sprung to the rescue and the problem was solved. Watching the efforts of
attendees to help each other puts some
of the rest of your worries out of your

mind.
Bruce: After two days of backroad
travel from Michigan, we arrived at the
Hilton Hotel in Parsippany for the 13th
annual convention of NAMGBR. After
a day for relaxation, the family boarded
a tour bus on Thursday morning and
we had a complete tour of Manhattan.
Highlights of the tour included the
Seaport for lunch and a trip to the top
of the Empire State Building. Another
group toured Manhattan Island by
tour boat. There were a number of tech
sessions during the week, but one of
the most interesting was Mike Cook,
who worked as the final Public Relations Director for British Leyland in
Leonia, New Jersey. Mike had a number
of mementos for his time at BL that he
passed around the room while telling
the stories behind each item. Saturday
was car show day at Lewis Morris Park.
The grass started out wet after the rain
on Friday night, but dried out as the
day warmed up. Over 300 cars made it
to the park for the day’s activities. The
MG Car Club of Central Jersey made a
special point of honoring the late Bob
Chezem who was the original Chairman for MG 2004 before suffering a
heart attack the previous December.
On Sunday, while other attendees were
packing up and heading for home, Connie, Wayne, and I made a special trip
over to Brooklyn, New York to visit the
Wyckoff House. The oldest building in
New York City, this farmhouse has been
in the family from 1652 until it was
donated to the City of New York, eventually becoming a Federal Landmark.
We started back to Michigan on Sunday

MG 2004 Parsippany, NJ
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Michiana Brits Tour

Memories
afternoon, after spending an incredible
morning viewing the family history.

Photo provided by Larry Palguta

Hocking Hills

Rick: Hosted by the MGCC Central
Jersey Centre, this event had a “revolutionary” flair. We caravanned in our
1969 MGC with Pete Mantell to this
gathering. It was my first experience
with “jug handle” turns, but by the end
of the week I found that I could handle
them like a local. We stayed close to the
hotel during this meet and used that
time to develop friendships with a lot
of registrants that we had not crossed
paths with before. I was also honored
to receive NAMGBR’s “John Thornley
Spirit of MG” award during the awards
banquet

Final Thoughts

Jai: These annual gatherings are
not only about the cars, but they are
also about the folks who drive them.
They are about meeting old friends
and making new ones. There are many
events offered as part of the convention, but there are also other sights to
take in and experiences to try. Pack you
spares, get a map, call some friends, and
plan your trip to the next convention.
If you drive it, you’ll have fun.

28

By Larry Palguta
Michiana Brits

O

ver September 18-21, the Michiana Brits car club visited Hocking Hills State Forest in southeastern Ohio. Picture perfect weather,
beautiful state forests with awesome
rock formations, and hospitable local
residents framed two days of unbelievable LBC driving for the Brits.
During the fall of 2007, two club
members, Randy Glanders and Keith
Wishmaier, traveled to the Hocking
Hills State Forest southeast of Columbus, Ohio, and they claimed that the
roads were fantastic for driving LBCs.
Well, we and other club members took
the bait and made reservations for
cabins at one of the many hostelries in
Hocking County.
On Thursday morning, September
18, six LBCs met for breakfast and the
long drive. Unfortunately, one car had
a head gasket problem and they had to
turn back after a stop at Ligonier, Indiana. The five remaining cars headed
south along Route 5 to bypass the heavy
traffic of Fort Wayne. The two-lane,
rural route was great to drive on a
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beautiful day. Little did we know it was
just a warm up for the crazy roads and
unbelievable driving in Hocking Hills.
We stopped for lunch at Arnold’s
Diner in Decatur. Arnold’s has an old
Buick mounted on a pole above the
Diner, and the inside is decorated with
tons of paraphernalia, local and national, from the 1960’s. The club tried
culinary throwbacks and treats and
had a fun lunch in Arnold’s rock’n roll
atmosphere.
Then it was on to Hocking Hills via
Route 33 to Ohio Route 29 under a sun
splashed, cloudless sky and wonderfully cool temperatures. After a stop
in Urbana for ice cream, we finally
arrived at our cabins of the Nestled In
on Route 374 next to the State Forest’s
Rock House attraction. Comfortable,
well-equipped cabins with hot tubs and
a wonderful hostess/proprietor Chris
Patton made everyone feel at home.
Friday was highlighted by visits
to Old Man’s Cave, Conkle’s Hollow,
and Rock House, but the most “heart
thumping” experience of the day was
driving roads such as the Big Pine
Road. Hocking Hills is honeycombed
29

Michiana Brits Tour
with many small, two-lane well-paved
roads that were laid down right on top
of the hilly, very irregular topography.
The roads went up and down, left and
right in more short turns and elevation changes than we could count or
even anticipate. As the caravan zipped,
climbed, turned, and disappeared from
sight along the roads, I found myself
shifting and braking repeatedly until
I began to just laugh at a road that
turned, swooped, climbed, dropped,
and swirled so crazily. It was LBC driving heaven! The driving was even better than Randy and Keith had promised.
We topped off the day at the cabins
with soaks in hot tubs, adult beverages,
and a late snack of pizza.
On Saturday, the club headed up
to Logan, Ohio, for breakfast and then
to the Hocking Hills Market (a large
flea market just west of Logan). Lots
of interesting “stuff” was on sale and
the club enjoyed a slower pace. Lunch
at the Dutchmen House restaurant, an
Amish style buffet, was followed by
an enjoyable drive to a quilt shop in
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Nelsonville. The club then decided to
head back to the cabins and check out
an MGB parked for sale along the side
Route 180. The MGB turned out to be
a 1971 repainted an “interesting” beige
color and badly in need of mechanical
repair. The guys checked out the car
like vultures picking over a carcass and
knew it had not been running for a long
time by the chewed up nuts behind the
seats and the mouse that jumped out
when a door was opened.
Saturday ended with a hot dog
roast around the fire bowl while gazing
at a crystal clear sky of shinning stars
and listening to hilarious stories from
prior club trips. Sunday morning, we
headed home with a couple of cars splitting off along the way to their individual destinations.
The Fall Tour was an outstanding trip of about 800 miles and those
who participated are wondering how it
can be topped next year. Stories about
driving Hocking Hills will be retold for
years to come. For those of you who desire to drive roads that jitterbug over the
topography and can make your driving
experience feel akin to going down (and
up!) a ski slalom, Hocking Hills awaits!
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A Life of Driving

By Bill Evans
Her Majesty’s Royal Nebraska Patrol

I

have been around motor vehicles all
my life and driving since I was about
eleven years old. I started driving a
commercial vehicle (truck) about two
months past my sixteenth birthday in
the state of Ohio. In the next 50 years, I
drove over four million miles in trucks
of various kinds – straight, semis, and
twin-trailer trucks. I did get a job other
than driving and worked for General
Motors, Aero Products – Allision Division (for about five years), and NCR
(National Cash Register) for a little over
a year; but the trucks kept calling me!
I started driving race cars at about
the age eighteen in what we called roadsters or T-Buckets if you will. Not the
safest things on the track, but they were
fun. Then I got tangled up with a sprint
car owner-driver by the name of Travis
“Spider” Webb, an ol’ has-been that refused to give up, so I hung around with
him and got to drive his racecar many
times in races (never winning any) and
I also went to the Indianapolis Speedway with him as a pit crew. I even got
to warm the car up by driving it around
MGB Driver
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the famed speedway a few times (not
really legal) and that was quite a thrill
as I remember it.
One night in 1948, at the Dayton
Speedway (a high-bank 5/8 mile asphalt
track), Frank Funk, the owner-promoter,
says to us that he was going to put up
a $10 prize to the winner of a passenger car race after the regular program.
Wow! Ten bucks was a lot of money
then so I had a 1939 Buick Century
that was fast and with me being crazy,
I entered it in the race. It was my only
means of transportation and also the
tow vehicle for the sprint car; but gee,
ten laps for ten bucks was too tempting.
I’m not sure how many cars entered, but
we drew for position and I drew #2 and
darned if I didn’t win the $10 and didn’t
wreck the car! I have had seatbelts in
my cars ever since that night because I
had a problem staying in the seat going
around the corners.
About a month later, a bunch of
guys from the southeast, Lee Petty
(Richard’s dad) and many others came
to town to put on a race. Since I had
one win under my belt, I signed up to
race with them in their “strictly stock”
cars with my strictly stock Buick. I
31

Life of Driving

Ken Wittel, from New Jersey, is having
lunch at Hellertown, PA British Motorcar
Gathering with his 1977 MG Midget.

Ladies’ Events

By Sondra Dutra
Columbia Gorge MGA Club

J

ohn and I joined the Columbia
Gorge MGA Club about six years
ago. We were the typical “newbies”
with John being able to talk to the guys
about cars and me sitting there wondering how to get acquainted with the gals.
I approached our activities person and
asked if I could host a high tea for the
ladies. It seemed like a “no-brainer”
event for an English car club. So I
brought invitations to the next meeting
and it was printed in the newsletter. My
first event had three ladies! I was so nervous, but we had a wonderful time.
Twelve ladies gathered this past
weekend for another great high tea.
These have been a lot of fun over the
years and have given us gals a chance
to get better acquainted. Our goodies
include cucumber sandwiches, scones,
and lemon tarts among other classic tea

Photo provided by Sondra Dutra

will guarantee you that they were not
strictly stock then, are not now, and
never have been (cheating is not new
to racing). It was quite an experience
though. Strange as it may seem, I lived
through it all. I helped start a race car
club that we called the Dayton Pleasure
Car Racers and ran many stock car races
and later changed the name to Ohio
Statewide Stock Car Racing, which later
evolved to MARC (Midwest Auto Racing
Circuit) and is now called ARCA (American Race Car Association).
I have owned many cars over the
years, from a 1929 Chevrolet to a 2000
Ford, but I think the MG has been the
most fun car! I have built some race cars
(some fast, some half-fast), street rods,
and Mustangs. We have bought new
and used cars and trucks (semi-tractors
and pickups) and I have no regrets (my
wife Ferne might have some) for most of
the things we have done. We have been
members of street rod clubs and helped
stage a street rod show in North Platte
when we lived there. We once belonged
to the National Mustang Club. We were
never active in it, but we did take our
yellow Mustang convertible to some of
their shows.
We are sure of one thing as we
think back as owners of many kinds of

cars and car clubs that we have been
members of through the years, we feel
our local MG club Her Majesty’s Royal
Nebraska Patrol and the members of
NAMGBR are the best groups of people
that we have ever been associated with
and have enjoyed the company of all of
you in the past years!
We are at the point where we will
cut back on our travels in the MG as
all good things must come to an end. I
have enjoyed our MGB and have done
many improvements to it over the
years. Maybe not all of them good, but I
did it because I liked it at the time. I just
finished putting rear disc brakes on it
and they seem to work very well. Why?
As Ferne says, “Just to see if I could make
them work.” I put on Dayton tubeless
wires, not because it needed them, but
just to see if they held air well – they do!
I put the overdrive transmission in it
along with an electronic distributor and
cruise control, not because it needed
them, but because I wanted it.
I have had fun with it and could
never hope to recover half the money I
have in it. Ferne and I have been married 53 years. She has come to expect
that I will spend money on cars that
really isn’t necessary, but just because
I think it needs it. To quote Bob Hope,
“Thanks for the memories” – and we
have many!

favorites. We wear hats and dress up a
bit. Each lady has an opportunity to
share
about her life and we find we have
many common interests. We also share
books we’re reading which is always
interesting. Now when we attend club
events, we have something to catch up
on while our guys talk cars. One of our
gals decided she would like to have a
tea for the ladies in her other MG club
in Salem. Her event was very well attended and also built the relationships
of women in the group.
This is an idea that any club could
use to provide an opportunity for
women to get acquainted. I would
be happy to share recipes, ideas, and
encouragement to hostesses. And I
would love to hear from anyone with
similar events that our club could try.
The rewards are truly worth the effort!
Sondra Dutra (503) 786-0851 or dutraj@
juno.com.

Morris Garage
and the MG Girl.
MG icons from
the past.
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250,000th MGB
Photos provided by Ken Smith

250,000th MGB on the assembly line.
By Ken Smith
MGB Registrar

T

he 250,000th MGB brings a few
questions and some startling revelations! I recently had a letter from
Bob & Janet Walker on the question of
the 250,000th plaque which their 1971
MGB carries above the BL blue block
on the right hand fender (see photo).
They wanted to learn how many other
members’ cars carried such a plaque,
and quite frankly, I couldn’t answer the
question! I know of one other instance
of a member reporting having such a
plaque, but that was some years ago.
Bob’s GT was delivered on February
10th 1972 in Colorado Springs, Colorado, being sold by Owen Faricy the
BL dealer. The main distributor for the
car was Overseas Motors, Fort Worth,
Texas. The total sales price was $3477.
So I started a little research exercise
and made some startling discoveries.
Let’s go back in time to June 16, 1971,
when Mike Dale, head honcho of British Leyland Motors in Leonia, New
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250,000th MGB - Finished assembly note next to “Old Number One” on right.

Jersey, wrote to dealers as follows: As
you know the 250,000th MGB, a Blaze
MGB/GT was driven off the line at
Abingdon by George Turnbull a little
over two weeks ago. This record-setting
car will be coming to the United States
where we intend to feature it in a major
promotion —“The 250,000th MGB
Giveaway”. As the name implies, we
intend to give away the 250,000th
MGB, but it will be done in such a way
as to encourage floor traffic and the
purchase of a car during the promotion
period, 12th July-18th September. Entrants must go to a dealer’s showroom
to get an official entry blank, which will
encourage floor traffic. And to encourage sales if the winner purchased an
MGB or MGB/GT during the course of
the promotion, British Leyland will
offer to refund the full cash price of
the car. Please ensure that everyone
understands this point clearly. We don’t
want to stop anybody buying an MG
during the period of the sale. Supporting the promotion will be nationwide
advertising including two-page spreads.   
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In addition to the national advertising,
Bozell & Jacobs will prepare dealer mat
ads for insertion into local papers. (B &
J were the advertising agency handling
the promotion for British Leyland Motors. Ed)
“For the showroom there will be a
complete showroom decoration kit featuring a permanent display piece which
can be used either as a car-top display, a
wall decoration or a mobile. There will
also be a window banner, an interior
poster, and a color poster of the advert
which will be of special value as it
features the evolution of MG in the U.S
from the TC through the TD through
the MGA to the MGB. This material
together with 1,000 entry blanks will
be sent to every dealer directly and with
your cooperation the result will show
in record sales for MG in 1971, and a
smooth transition into 1972.”
That’s how the promotion was officially launched. The give away car was
built on May 27th to North American
specification. Originally scheduled
to be given car number 252280 the
MGB Driver
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numbers were “jiggled” to give it the
special number GHD5UB 250000G (in
the middle of a batch of MGB roadster
numbers!) The contest attracted 80,000
entries and the winner was Bill Newton
of Alabama. The last GT for the 1971
model year was 256646 after a production run of 4384.
So, the question remains: There
is no mention of the 250,000 plaques
in Mike Dale’s letter to dealers. Were
the dealers given plaques to issue on
the cars? How many GTs still have
the plaque affixed? It is my considered opinion that here is only ONE
250000th MGB. What happened to
it or where it is now is a mystery. Any
information from members would be
welcomed.
Bob Burden who was there at the
awarding of the prize MGB relates the
following: “Fortunately for all of us
Dick Knudson covered the story in his
book the M.G. The Sports Car America
Loved First and that helped refresh my
memory. Moreover as his book was published in 1974, and the promotion took
35
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250,000th MGB

250,000th MGB badge, also publicity picture with model and “Old Number One”.

place in 1971 the events were still pretty
clear. The key is in the two-page advert
run for the promotion which has an address for write-in entry blanks required
by law as an alternative to picking them
up at a dealer. You will note the address
is “Blair, Nebraska” which was the home
of D.L Blair, one of the largest promo-
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tion houses in the U.S. at the time.
As such, it as a legitimate operation
which meant we had to offer just ONE
250,000th MGB.
“The 250,000th MGB was in reality an MGB/GT and from a marketing
standpoint we would much have preferred a convertible and in almost any
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William Lewis Newton of Mobile AL was the lucky winner - over 80000 entries were received
for this orange 1971 MGB GT

other color but orange! I believe here
was one and only one factory plaque on
the car, and I think it was a miniature
of the one on the roof (not particularly
handsome at that!)
“Again, as this was a legitimate
promotion, we, as part of the company,
would not have offered or approved
additional plaques to be dealer-fitted.
As you know the car was won by Bill
Newton of Mobile, Alabama and was
presented to him at the SCCA runoffs at
Road Atlanta. Bill was a “good old country boy” and I suspect he would have
much preferred a pick up truck. Mike
Dale, Vice President of British Leyland,
presented the car to him but he was not
alone when he did so.... Although it
did not make it into Dick’s book the copresenter was Cherokee Barrett, a Penthouse magazine “Pet of the Month”.
“MG was the first import car to advertise in Penthouse (as I have told you
in the past had to do a lot to maximize
our advertising dollars!) and we were
helping to build a relationship between
the book and the SCCA to “broaden
exposure” as it were. Ms Barrett, to illustrate her Native American heritage (so
we were told) was wearing a leather top
MGB Driver
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and leather pants. With long hours in
that hot Atlanta sun, well, let’s say that
it has left a picture and an aroma that
38 years hasn’t erased-even if I can’t
remember what the plaque looked like!
“A final note, as I have said our
dealers were entrepreneurial – they
had to be to survive. If plaques helped
them to sell cars, there were always local trophy shops to make them, but we
wouldn’t do that sort of thing.”
After Bob had seen the photo of the
plaque on Bob Walker’s MGB, he said:
“The square British Leyland badge looks
like the standard issue the company
slapped on anywhere, including the
front fenders of an MGB. I recognize
the rounded edges. The MGB Specials
plaque looks like a rip off of some of the
plaques we put on special editions and
could be fabricated by any local trophy
shop lacking appropriate creative talent. I stand by my original position – it
wasn’t us, but I would not be surprised if
some enterprising dealer or owner came
up with it as a way of juicing value. God
Bless American ingenuity!”
Next time we’ll tell you about the
1970 special model promotion that
never was!
37
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An MGB Named Onslow

Francesca Battistelli, muscian and song writer, climbs over a malfunctioning door.
By John E. Steger III
Birmingham British Motoring Club

O

n Monday, November 17, 2008,
an e-mail was received by me,
as well as other members of the
Birmingham British Motoring Club,
asking for “a certain type of car to be
used in a music video”. What they had
in mind was a MGB (or similar type car)
with a dented fender. They specified a
dented fender, but it was the look that
was most important. They didn’t want
a car that was all nice and shiny, but
rather one that’s kind of rough. Dull
paint, a little rust, bad body panels, and
a ratty interior were all pluses here.
“Hey,” I thought, “that pretty well
sums up my car Onslow!” Although my
fenders would have to stay hopefully
dent-free and my interior would have
to stay free of rats for the time being.
I replied to Alan Thacker, originator
of the e-mail, and he asked for some
pictures of my car which I submitted.
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Evidently, Onslow passed for what they
were looking for and the producer Dan
Atchison called me later. The morning
of December 9th was set the day of the
shoot, although at this point I didn’t
know the location or any other specifics. I do know that the video was being
shot for Francesca Battistelli who currently lives in Nashville, Tennessee. She
is a truly talented Christian musician
and songwriter. She also seems to be
somewhat of a “vintage” car fan, as her
website features a picture of her sitting
on the bumper of a baby blue Volkswagen Beetle with a big grin on her face.
Now to me that’s some kind of coolness,
I don’t care who you are! Here’s a link to
her website: www.francescamusic.com/
about/about-francesca
As fellow BBMC members may
or may not recall this wasn’t going
to be Onslow’s first brush with fame
and fortune (ok, we’re still waiting on
the fortune part, and the fame is still
questionable). Once before, he played
MGB Driver
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never planned ahead for its use
as a camera mount. Therefore,
when trying to decide whether
or not to install one, keep this
in mind. You never know when
it will come in handy as a rear
camera mount for a music video
shoot!
Ruben Greenwood, President of the Birmingham British
Motoring Club, dropped by
to offer moral support and to
shoot some photographs for the
club newsletter. While waiting
for Francesca to arrive, we were
Before cameras roll, test shots and light test are required.
informed that Francesca wasn’t
too good at driving a stick shift,
a supporting role in an aspiring young
and might need a refresher course.
models portfolio. I only hope that I
Please note the politically correct
can live with him after his music video
use of “refresher course” and not the
experience and we can somehow find a
more commonly used “crash course”
nice 1 bath, 3 car garage somewhere in
which proved to me that Onslow and I
the “Hills”, or near the beach in “Boo”..
were clearly involved with a true class
act, and not some fly-by night group.
Sunday Afternoon
Instead of trying to “refresh her skills”
in the MG, Ruben kindly offered his
It’s Showtime!
Mazda Miata as a Guinea Pig for this
After careful consideration of the
endeavor (a very generous much apweather forecast for Tuesday, which I
preciated offer which was not accepted).
believe mentioned something about an
Please note that he has never offered to
Ark, a man named Noah, and flooding,
let me drive it…..wise man he is!
the day of the shoot was moved up to
Once Francesca arrived at the site,
Sunday afternoon. I did a little “midthe story line was changed. Instead of
night oil” prep work, wanting Onslow
her coming out of her loft apartment
to look and feel his best. Sunday came
building and hopping into her car and
and I anxiously drove Onslow downdriving off, she was to come around the
town and met with some of the procorner of the building, hop into the car,
duction crew, who immediately took a
which her friend Kellyn had driven to
liking to my car, and then proceeded to
pick her up, and they would then drive
figure out just how to mount a camera
off on their way.
on the bonnet. After trying several
I informed Kellyn about a few of
combinations of sand bags, blankets
the idiosyncrasies (those things that
and straps, J-B Weld and duct tape,
give our cars a character of their own,
they had devised a plan (Note: No coat
just to bug us), forced the seat to slide
hangers were harmed in anyway in the
forward a little, showed her the trick
mounting of this camera).
to the ignition, off she went for a quick
The rear mounted camera mountspin around the block. I was truly
ing was much easier due to an installed
impressed as Kellyn and Onslow came
luggage rack. I seem to recall an extendbuzzing down the street (a one-way,
ed (almost heated) exchange I once had
the wrong way, shhhh not to loudly!)
with several fellow club members about
sliding up to the curb, all the while
“Ok, just when are you ever going to use with a smile on her face, I think I even
a luggage rack?” Well, Sunday aftersaw a grin on Onslow’s grill. I had fully
noon was a very good time, although I
expected her to come walking back,
Photo provided by John E. Steger III

Fame, Fortune and an MGB
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Jump Head

John giving Kellyn a few tips on Onslow personality.

informing me that my, “(expletives
kindly deleted) car was around the
corner”. I guess that I really need to
have more faith in Onslow, which is in
fact growing by leaps and bounds as he
and I continue to build a relationship
and form that mutual understanding
between man and machine.

Quiet on the set please,
lights, camera . . .

Here is the point where those “character building idiosyncrasies” started to
make an appearance. Onslow’s fuel and
air mixture is a bit off, so he decided
to keep going after Kellyn turned him
off. After informing her that she had
to basically “flood him out”, problem
temporarily solved. When it came time
for Francesca to get in the car, I recalled
(much to my horror and embarrassment, but a great source of humor for
the rest of the crew) that the passenger
door was a bit hard to open. After several failed attempts, Francesca quickly
improvised a solution. She just climbed
over and sat down, kind of Bo Duke
style fortunately sans the ever cool
hood slide (or is that bonnet slide in this
case?) As a side note, the driver’s door
did not, and I repeat, did not fly open
on Kellyn much to my relief and amaze40

ment. Maybe Onslow’s secretly trying
to get rid of me, a thought which has
occurred to me many times before!
While they were driving around,
Francesca was supposed to be singing
along with her new song. Onslow’s
character flaw number three soon
reared its ugly head. The CD player
in my car for whatever reason would
not play the CD with her song on it.
Fortunately my in-dash also plays SD
cards and Jump drives. The song was
transferred to a Jump drive and all was
well once again in the music video
making world. It was at this point that
the two occupants discovered where I
had hidden my speakers. A comment
was overheard about someone’s (not
Onslow’s) rear end was vibrating. You
guessed it; my speakers are located
under the seats. All was going smoothly
and everyone was happy, until it came
time to put that well planned previously mentioned front camera mount
idea into action.
For some reason unknown to
modern science and the trusted laws
of physics, what once worked before,
didn’t want to work again. After a few
tense moments, deep thought and few
well chosen (unspoken) words, the
production crew solved the problem.
Onslow cruised effortlessly up and
down the street, seemingly enjoying
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Setting up the front shot has to be just right to capture the girls driving Onslow.

the fact that someone else was behind
the wheel other than myself, and that
he was transporting someone towards
their fame and fortune.
Like some kind of proud parent,
I could only stand on the sidewalk
anxiously waiting for their return each
time. I kept thinking to myself that at
any minute I would see two women
walking down the sidewalk with disgusted looks on their faces, only to find
out that Onslow was about a half mile
or so down the road, refusing to move
or worse in flames. This scenario just
brought to mind that I had previously
failed to point out the location of my
fire extinguisher. Next time I’m creating a pre-video shoot driver / passenger
checklist. I will definitely point out the
current list “character building idiosyncrasies” (aka “ailments” or “snafu’s”),
the location of the fire extinguisher,
emergency exits, and definitely inform
all occupants that the seat cushion can
NOT be used as a floatation device as I
did for my passenger Chris Tutor on the
2008 Alabama British Reliability Run
while passing by Lake Guntersville.
I can truly say that the experience
of working with the fine people of Erwin Brothers Motion Pictures (www.erwinbrothers.com) was just an amazing
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experience and I truly appreciate their
obsession with not harming Onslow in
any manner. I am more than willing
to assist them again in the future if the
need ever arises, and can testify to their
integrity. I was also very happy that
Onslow minded his manners, delivered
the goods as promised and behaved like
a true gentleman instead of the bone
idle Pub crawling Brit that he usually is.

She’d never been asked. . .

After all was said and done and the
crew was packing it in for the night, I
asked Francesca if she would do something for me, like signing my car. After
all, this didn’t require fire hoses and
getting soaking wet as her previous
video shoot required. Stating that she’d
never been asked to this before, she
was a great sport and left her signature
under the hood.

The long and lonely drive
home . . .

After all was said and done, Onslow
and I proudly proceeded home in the
sub-zero temperature (I believe we’ve
already done our Polar Bear run already
this year) and safely arrived with no
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incidence. Before I tucked him tightly
into the carport, he looked at me and
seemed to ask “Do you think they’ll
remember me?” Honestly, I’d have to
answer that they would. Onslow seems
to have a knack for leaving certain
impressions (hopefully good ones) with
people he meets along with a few oil
spots on cars that follow too closely.
Francesca’s music video will be released
sometime in March, and Onslow and I
are already making plans to attend the
release gala. When and where, we’re
there! I’m open to suggestions as to
what is considered “Black Tie” for an old
MGB, and are tennis shoes, t-shirt and
jeans acceptable for me to wear, or is a
tux rental in my future?

How to Organize A Rally

The Aftermath
		
and beyond…

Part 1

Onslow is a bit under the weather
as his cell phone hasn’t been exactly
ringing off the hook with various offers
from Hollywood, London, Paris, New
York, or Nashville. He has just about
worn out his second “Sherman’s Way”
DVD all the while thinking to himself
“That could have…no….should have
been me!” His pride’s a bit hurt so if you
see him please be kind. He’s had a taste
of the big time, and now it’s back to the
humdrum and dreary life at the Trashvegas Tarmac. But, he can at least still
check his email, dream, and anxiously
wait by the phone…

By Phil Smith
Hammer & Tongs Registrar

B

Photo provided by John E. Steger III

Kellyn and Francesca taking Onslow for a drive.
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efore any consideration of rally
organizing, one must have a clear
idea of what is actually meant
by a “rally.” In the broad sense of the
word, any gathering of individuals to
celebrate a common cause could be
called a rally; think (or don’t) of the
political rally. When the word is applied
to automotive enthusiasts, though, the
concept almost always implies more
than just a gathering of people and
their cars. Some sort of driving, usually
including competition, is at the heart
of the automotive rally. Unlike a race or
parking-lot event (such as an autocross),
the automotive rally is run on roads,
usually open for public use but sometimes specially closed. Therefore, for
the purpose of this article, “rally” will
be used to indicate some sort of competition involving driving automobiles on
roads.

The Gimmick Rally

Most rallyists discovered the fun
of rallying by participating in a rally
which is really an automotive scavenger
hunt. Typically, the organizer of the
event (the Rallymaster) has defined a
route to follow, and will have identified
features along the way which form the
basis of questions to be answered by the
rallyists. Depending upon exactly how
the rallymaster defines the route and
the questions, the game of a gimmick
rally can be in the route following and/
or the questions. If time is at all involved, it will usually just be a maximum time allowed to complete the
route. Scoring can be on the basis of the
number of right answers to the questions, closeness to the actual route mileage, or any other “gimmick” introduced
by the rallymaster. These kinds of rallies
are easy to organize, very informal, and
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generally suitable for people who are
not even automobile enthusiasts. This
is a good type of rally to organize as a
fund raiser for your favorite charity!

The Time-Speed
Distance (TSD) Rally

The English call this general
concept by the name “regularity trial,”
which is somewhat closer to a description of what TSD rallying is all about. In
very general terms, the rallymaster will
give competitors a route, and specify
average speeds to be maintained over
portions of this route. The object of the
TSD rally is to complete the route at
exactly the specified speed; scoring is
usually in seconds or hundredths of a
minute deviation from an ideal arrival
time calculated from the average speeds
given by the rallymaster. A defining feature of the TSD rally is the Checkpoint.
A checkpoint is where workers associated with the rally take note of competitors’ arrival times. The exact location of
checkpoints may or may not be known
to competitors, and competitors may or
may not be required to stop at checkpoints. Checkpoints where competitors
must stop define the start and end of
each leg of the rally.
A TSD rally can be made to be
very simple or exceptionally difficult,
depending upon the route, the speeds,
how frequently and where the speeds
change, and how often and where
they are checked. The easiest TSD rally
has route directions that are very easy
to follow, is at moderate speeds, over
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good roads, connecting a handful of
checkpoints, connected by sections of
the rally with only one average speed
over each leg. Very difficult TSD rallies
have tricky instructions, many checkpoints (frequently hidden) at strategic
points along the route, and frequent
speed changes. Roads, checkpoints and
speed changes are chosen to add to the
difficulty in maintaining the correct average speed. It is generally true that the
more difficult the TSD rally, the more
workers will be required, the more specialized timing and distance measuring
equipment the rallyists will need, and
the more difficult and error-prone the
scoring will be.

The Stage Rally

Stage rallying is best known in
the United States as WRC rallying, or
formerly by the SCCA’s Performance
Rally, formerly ProRally series. In this
form of rallying, specially prepared, but
street-legal, cars are used to race against
the clock over roads closed to the public. These sections of closed-road racing
are called stages and a complete rally
consists of a number of stages linked
by non-racing transits over open roads.
The rallyists have no prior practice on
the stages and the driver takes his clues
about what is coming from the navigator, who has organizer-provided notes
of varying detail. Stages are chosen to
be challenging both to car, driver, and
navigator. This type of rallying requires
a massive organizational effort, obviously very specialized car preparations,
and advanced driving skills. This type
of rallying will not be further discussed
in this article. Further information can
be found on the Internet by searching
on ProRally, WRC, Stage Rallying, etc…

What Kind of Rally
Do You Want to Have?

As will be evident from the previous section, increasing complexity
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of the rally adds to the complexity of
organization. It also inevitably adds to
the specialization of knowledge and
equipment required by competitors.
Therefore, a good concept to remember
is that the more complex the rally, the
smaller the audience to which it will
appeal.
A good starting point when considering how to design a rally is to first
consider the basic premise of the rally;
where on the social event competitive
event scale should it balance? In the
very early days of rallying, the entire
point of the rally was to see if the car
could actually make the distance. Automobiles quickly moved beyond that,
and the sport of rallying divided. Certainly there were highly competitive
events, such as the Trials in England,
but many sports car clubs held TSDtype events that were largely events for
socialization among the enthusiasts.
Perhaps the classic period of rallying
was the 15-20 years immediately following the Second World War; there was
a great mix of keen competition and
socializing, limited liability concerns,
and speeds limited more by automotive
technology than by cubic dollars.
An event which is going to have
a large social element must first of all
have a broad base of appeal. This, then,
limits the complexity of the planned
event. Furthermore, the rallymaster
must allow for plenty of time in suitable
environs for the socialization to occur.
Where lodging is involved, it should be
in an interesting location conducive to
the competitors mingling and socializing. Time must be allowed in the
schedule of events for people to gather
and talk about their cars, themselves,
and the rally. In laying out this type of
rally, the rallymaster should assume the
competitors will be novices to the sport.
If the event is to be a gimmick rally, the
instructions handed out at the start
should be self-explanatory. If it is to be a
TSD event, the rallymaster should plan
on sending out the rules and regulations well in advance of the event, and
consider having a “rally school” at the
event to review TSD concepts before the
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rally actually starts.
The larger the competitive element
desired, the more complex the event
will be. This will limit the audience for
the event, and make the organization
of the event more difficult, since more
workers will be needed. The trade-off,
though, is that hard-core competitors
will likely be less critical of lodging and
food arrangements (although any rallyist appreciates good food and drink),
and more likely to find their own time
for any desired bench-racing in a busy
schedule of events.
If rallying has not been part of a
club’s heritage, it is probably best for the
contemplative rallymaster to consider
gimmick rallies or easy TSD rallies at
this point. More difficult TSD rallies
and stage events will have very limited appeal to the club’s membership,
especially since other well-established
venues exist for enthusiasts seriously
interested in these types of rallies.

Organizing Your Rally Step
1: The Gimmick Rally

With its absolute lack of demands
on automotive sophistication and rallysavvy, the gimmick rally is a natural for
an afternoon club event. This type of
event works best if limited to just a few
hours and concluding at a favorite local
restaurant or watering hole. While typically each competing car will have two
people, this type of rally also works well
as a family outing or for two couples to
ride together as one “competitor.” This
aspect of the gimmick rally only adds to
its appeal as a great socializer.
There are probably more variations
on the gimmick rally theme than any
one person will ever know. The most
common way to set up a gimmick rally
is to look at a map, choose a route, go
drive it with a friend, and pick questions en route for the competitors to
answer. Then type up the route instructions just as if a stranger were to be
asked to follow the route and type up
a sheet with the questions on it. Make
copies, send out invitations, and wait
MGB Driver

•

May / June 2009

for the Big Day. When it arrives, distribute the route instructions and questions
to the competitors, say a few words of
pandering advice, and set them off;
now go wait at the finish. As they arrive,
collect the answer sheets and do the
scoring. The competitor with the most
correct answers wins.
Some interesting variations include
putting the questions in random order,
or playing games with how the route
is described; for example, rather than
writing out instructions, one could
merely draw diagrams of each intersection encountered, with an indication of
how that intersection should be exited.
Photographs can be used in either the
questions or for the route description
(or both!). At least one gimmick rally
has been written with no route instructions, rather a set of default rules
(for example, “turn right on all even
numbered roads not evenly divisible by
3”) to be applied at each intersection
encountered. From these default rules,
competitors were to figure out which
way to go at each intersection.
In a “Hare and Hound” type gimmick rally, written instructions (and
questions, usually) are dispensed with
altogether. One competitor team is
chosen as the Hare, and leaves about
twenty minutes before everybody else.
The Hare is given a bag of flour or can
of road marking spray paint, and set
off and told to drive a route of about
ten miles, ending at the finish location. (Notice: if you live in New Haven
or similarly paranoid locale, don’t use
flour, as governmental minders have
deemed this to be a suspicious activity
worthy of the hoosegow.) The Hare is
to leave a mound of flour or a painted
mark on the road a tenth or so mile
past each intersection. The remaining
Hounds then set off to try to follow the
Hare’s route as perfectly as possible.
Usually, the Hound reaching the finish
location with the least mileage is the
winner. With a little bit of imagination, the gamesmanship in which some
Hounds will engage becomes evident
(such as parking over the mark while
“pondering” over a map!).
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Warning: Faulty Oil Line
Causes Mystery Problem
By John Treible
Emerald Necklace MG Club

G

eorgie & I were out for a top
down drive in our MGB on a
beautiful autumn day towards
the middle of October. About an hour
into the drive I noticed that the oil pressure had dropped from 60psi to around
40psi. At that we headed for home. The
next day, I started the little car up and
the oil pressure was now reading 25.
This engine only has about 6000 miles
on it since a complete rebuild four years
ago. I have changed the oil at the end of
each driving season and have only used
Castrol 20W50.
What could be the problem? Oil
pressure is produced by the oil pump
and maintained by the rod and main
bearings. My nephew was coming over
to finish up the body work on my MGA.
He is currently employed as a full-time
mechanic with a specialty of Japanese
cars, especially Hondas; but he is intrigued by the primitive workings of our
LBCs. After he finished up on the body
work we went to work on the MGB.
We dropped the oil pan, which is
no small feat. Most of the bolts are easily accessible, but five of them are quite
hard to get to (I let the young guy have
at it for those five). There was a small

amount of metallic debris in the oil pan
so we proceeded to replace the oil pump
and re-install the oil pan. When we
started the car up, the oil pressure was
still around 25, so we dismantled the
old oil pump and there was significant
scoring on the pump cylinder.
The next step was to check the
bearings. I called Steve Chivington
and we (nephew Kyle and I) set a time
to go over to his shop. On the short
drive from my home in Lakewood to
Steve’s shop the oil pressure dropped
from 25psi to around 10psi. For a while
I thought that I was going to have to call
AAA, but then about half way there the
pressure went back up to 25psi.
We got the car up on the lift and
then set about removing the oil pan
one more time. This time there was no
significant debris in the oil pan just a
couple of small specks. Steve checked
the bearings starting with the ones
nearest the oil pump and then moving
to those further out. The rod bearings
and the crankshaft journals were all
clean and not worn at all, just what you
would expect from a fairly new engine.
Only one bearing had a tiny score mark
in it, nothing that would cause a drop
in oil pressure. The three center main
bearing were also clean with no grooves
or wear marks. We did not check the
two end main bearings since they
are almost impossible to remove and
Photo provided by John Treible

Regardless of the specifics of the
gimmick rally, there are some basic tenets to observe. Experience has shown
that gimmick rallies rarely continue
to be fun for many competitors after
the third hour. Since the number and
difficulty of the questions, the nature
of the roads, and the complexity of the
route instructions will all affect how
fast a “typical competitor” can cover
the route, no particular mileage can be
advised as a general rule. In rural driving with fifteen to twenty questions, a
forty mile rally is plenty long. In a more
sub/urban setting or with many more
questions, half that distance would be
fine. In general, the more heavily a road
is traveled, the fewer questions should
be asked along that stretch of the
route…this is an obvious safety issue!
Once the rally is tentatively laid out, the
inexperienced rallymaster will do well
to ask one or two trusted friends to run
the rally as a trial. If done well enough
in advance, the route and/or instructions and/or questions can be modified
in response to problems which arise
(although a caveat - trusted friends
will not always share the rallymaster’s
mindset about what is to happen…
for example, a question the rallymaster really likes may be the source of
complaint on trial run. A good rallymaster will listen to the trial runner’s
comments but not necessarily change
to tone of the rally in response to those
comments).
Whatever the specifics of the rally,
participants like prizes, even if they are
inexpensive trinkets or even certificates
printed on the home computer. While a
Winner, Second, and Third Place prizes
seem standard, other prizes such as
Shortest Distance, Best Guesser, or Most
Lost can be awarded. One local club
awards a “BGT8” award at each annual
event; this award is an ugly amalgamation of trophy bits, awarded by the
previous year’s BGT8 winner to one
competitor “just because.” These nonstandard prizes are always fun for all

especially after everybody has had some
refreshment following the rally.
One final variation on the
gimmick rally is the Endurance Trial.
This type of event places a premium on
map-reading and is best-suited to twoperson-per-car teams. Fundamentally,
at the rally start each team is given a
list of locations to visit (checkpoints),
specifications on how they are to prove
they were there (for example, a sales
receipt or toll ticket), and a time limit.
The team who brings home proof that
they visited all the checkpoints while
driving the least number of miles,
within the specified time, is the winner.
The rallymaster lines everybody up,
trip odometers are all reset, and a 10-15
mile drive down the Interstate is made
with everybody lined up to ensure no
cheating. The rallymaster then reads
the trip odometers and calculates a
correction factor for each participant.
The participants’ licenses and insurance
documents are sealed in a business envelope (one that cannot be obtained on
the day of the event) in order to ensure
compliance with traffic laws; an opened
envelope results in disqualification.
The list of checkpoints is handed out,
and off they go.
One of the longest-running Endurance Trials typically covers about 1000
miles over 24-hours (hence Endurance), but shorter events are of course
possible. These events work best if the
rallymaster chooses checkpoints that
force decisions about good fast roads/
longer distance vs. rough and slowgoing/shorter distance and has a party
organized at the end.
Organizing a gimmick rally can
be very easy. Laying out the route and
determining the questions can make for
an enjoyable weekend afternoon drive.
Some typing and copying is required,
and invitations must be mailed. Awards
must be organized and the rallymaster
must score the results at the end. While
the gimmick rally can be made considerably more complex, at its core it can
be created and administered easily by
just one person.

This oil line has been deformed.
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Faulty Oil Line
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Nephew Kyle getting to those tricky front bolts on the oil pan.

replace with the engine in the car. Pulling the engine to check them out would
be a very last resort. We put everything
back together and started her up. Bull
tweed!!! Same lousy 25psi reading.
What to do next?
The only other part of the internal oil system is the oil pressure relief
valve. Could this be the problem? If
the spring (#24 on the diagram) in the
valve breaks, it could cause erratic oil
pressure. Steve warned us that getting
the valve out of the engine was the easy
part, getting it back in with the engine
in the car would be much more difficult. The valve is a three-part piece consisting of a plunger, a spring, and the
cap that screws into the engine. Kyle
managed to get the valve out and the
plunger end looked a little bit chewed
up but Steve came up with a better looking plunger and a little taller spring.
Then it was time to try to get the valve
back in the block.
The difficulty is that there is very
little clearance between the block
and the frame rail. You have to get
this part back in the hole in the block,
compress the spring while at the same
time thread the cap back into the block.
We worked on this for a little over two
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hours with no success. Finally we
dropped the exhaust pipe out of the
way which gave about an inch more
work space. This was just enough space
for Kyle’s young strong hands to get
the job done. Success! The valve was
back in the block. Now let’s see what
happens. Horse feathers!!! Same lousy
25psi. It’s now almost 8:00 pm, we have
been at Steve’s shop since noon and we
are tired, hungry, and frustrated. Time
to take the car back home.
Sometime during the night I had a
thought. Did that ever happen to you?
You go to bed with a problem and wake
up with a possible solution. Oil passes
from the oil pan through the oil pump –
we know the oil pump is OK. Oil passes
internally from the oil pump to the oil
filter and then through an oil hose to
the oil cooler. Could there be a blockage here? The next day I dug through
my spare parts bin and found a short oil
hose. I disconnected the oil hose from
the oil filter mount and the return oil
hose from the block and installed this
short hose bypassing the oil cooler.
Started the car and instantaneously got
70psi. Voila!! We are on to something
here. Now to find out exactly where the
blockage is. I hooked up an oil cooler
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Kyle and Steve checking the bearings.

that I have for the MGA and get a low
25psi reading again so it’s not the oil
cooler that’s plugged. It must be one
of the oil cooler lines. Luckily I have
a spare 39-inch rubber oil line in my
parts bin. I remove the one year old
line from the cooler to the filter and
find that I can’t even blow through it. I
installed the new line and started her
up. Heaven, I’m in heaven – 70psi with
everything hooked back up and the
engine warm.
The car was fixed but one thing remained to be done. Perform an autopsy
on the bad oil line. I mentioned that
this line is only one year old. I bought it
when I put in the A/C (Ed. – see Mar/Apr
2008 issue). It was a 39-inch braided
stainless steel oil cooler line. I stripped
off part of the braiding and found that
the inner rubber line had collapsed.
The rubber line had a very thin 3/32”
wall and had collapsed almost its entire
length along what appeared to be seam
along one side.
A few days after the autopsy, Georgie and I met Len and Sharon Kosatka
for lunch and I showed the part to Len.
What appeared to be a seam was actually a line where the inner hose had
MGB Driver

•

May / June 2009

folded in upon itself. You can see from
the photos that the outer diameter (OD)
of the rubber hose appears to be larger
than the inner diameter (IN) of the
stainless jacket. Measurements show
that the OD of the inner rubber hose
is 7/8” while the OD of the Stainless
jacket is 3/4” (I can’t get an accurate
measurement on the ID of the jacket,
but it obviously is smaller than the OD).
In addition the rubber is sticky and has
obviously deteriorated. Len’s theory
is that the rubber that was used in this
hose was not compatible with the oil
flowing through it (Castrol 20/50) and
had swollen to the point where the
thin wall of the hose had no place to go
inside the restricting jacket and subsequently folded in upon itself thereby
severely restricting the oil flow through
it. I contacted the original supplier to
report the problem. He followed up
with a report from Moss that this is the
first instance of a problem with this particular part #435-680. I do not think
that I am the only one who has received
one of these defective hoses. Be aware
that you may have a serious potential
problem lurking under your hood if you
have one of these hoses.
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Tips for MG2009

Just outside of Breckenridge, Colorado. MG 2009 Territory.
By Paul Dierschow
Sports Car Craftsmen, LLC

W

e understand that many hundreds of cars will be driving
toward Colorado this June for
MG 2009 in Breckenridge. We hope
that this trip is a memorable one for the
attendees, albeit hopefully for the right
reasons, not the wrong ones. Undoubtedly, we’ll be called on to help coach
people through the mechanical aspects
of making the trip successfully, so here’s
some tips about what you might expect
to encounter on your adventure.
One thing that most people will
notice about the time they arrive at
the folksy Colorado border sign is a
distinctly lower level of performance
than they are accustomed to from their
car. This is a very common complaint;
that’s because it affects everyone unilaterally. There’s an easy explanation, and
it’s found under your hood. If you open
it and look, you’ll find that . . . someone
stole your compression!!! Yep, while
you were minding your own business
during the mind-numbing drive across
Nebraska, Kansas, or Texas, you wuz
robbed!
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Even though your eyes were open,
your air density was decreased by a full
10%, and you may have even missed
the posted warning signs entirely. As
if that wasn’t bad enough, you’ll find
that the consequence of that invisible,
meager 10% decrease in air pressure
translates into a whopping 18% loss of
horsepower. So your perky MG with
135 psi compression at home can now
only muster about 120 psi in Denver at
5300 feet. And that’s just at the base of
the Big Hill. Sixty miles further west, by
the time you cross under the Continental Divide inside the Eisenhower tunnels on I-70, you’ll exceed 11,000 feet.
Ay, caramba! Now we’re talking only
double digit compression, and horsepower that won’t qualify as a moron! If
you don’t believe it’s important, just get
out of your car at the tunnel parking
lot and test it for yourself by running a
short sprint. You’ll have new sympathy
for your car. (Just kidding, DON’T DO
IT! You’ll be flattened!)
So what’s the solution? The easy
answer is to replace your lost compression with that produced by a supercharger. End of that problem. However,
the answer for the rest of us is basically,
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to live with it, with some minor adjustments. The most important adjustment
is to one’s expectations. Climbing the
Big Hill requires patience and perhaps
some strategizing, but you’ll never get
your performance back until you head
back toward home. As far as tuning
for altitude, these are closely guarded
secrets which have been passed down
through incestuous generations of
grizzled British car mechanics, akin to
those of voodoo magic. But now, for the
first time ever, under threat of excommunication from Brotherhood of Keepers of Anachronistic Transport Contraptions, I will reveal the secret. Here’s
the magic formula, never before seen
in print . . . . LEAN OUT THE MIXTURE! That’s it. That’s all there is.
Sort of a let down, huh? The
principle involved is this: as you drive
higher, your fuel supply through the
carb remains the same, even though the
air component of the mixture keeps getting less and less. This results in a mixture that continues to get richer as the
air gets thinner, and before you know
it you’ve got some serious drivability
problems, like smoking that rivals anything Detroit Diesel can produce.
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The fix is to simply reduce the
amount of fuel to return the air/fuel
mixture to normal. With a typical SU
installation, the adjustment is simple:
we plan on about a two flat adjustment
of the jet adjusting nuts to make the
mixture right for Denver; prorate for
going higher. That translates to 10 flats
down from having the jet flush with the
bridge, instead of 12 at sea level.
While the final tuning must always
be done on the exhaust gas analyzer,
this rule of thumb is good enough to
get a car running from scratch. We
are frequently asked about lean metering needles for use in our area, and we
find that they are not necessary IF (a
hugely important “if”) the jets are in
good condition. With SU carbs, we
do not consider a lean needle unless a
customer drives their car mostly above
8000 feet. Stromberg cars are another
story; we usually prefer lean needles,
but mainly for the purposes of passing
emissions testing. Weber conversions
require jet changes – that’s a whole different article.
There is a further adjustment that
can be made, perhaps for the skeptics
who might believe there’s got to be
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more to it than just a simple mixture
adjustment (trust me, you’re not going
to get your performance back...). A
small consolation prize can be won by
advancing the timing just a little bit; 2
or 3 degrees is about it. The principle
involved here is that engines produce
more power the more advanced the
timing is, but too much advance will
be harmful, as the engine will detonate
(ping), and that burns holes in piston crowns (rarely considered desirable). However, with your compression
having been involuntarily lowered,
you can advance the timing a little bit
without incurring detonation, and
therefore produce marginally more
power. I almost hate to mention this,
as timing advance should be regarded
as a loaded weapon, and handled in an
educated and measured fashion. If a
little advance is good, more is not necessarily better!
The whole “tuning for altitude”
discussion is really greatly overshadowed by a much larger issue, one that
we have to deal with nearly every day in
the shop. That is that carb adjustments
are often the least of a car’s woes. More
often than not, drivability complaints
are explained by problems other than
carb issues, instead they are almost
always ignition related.
When a customer brings in a car
complaining of carb problems, the
first place we look is at the ignition
system. That’s because the symptoms
involved are often misleading; carb
and ignition problems can manifest
themselves similarly. In fact, I would
go so far as to say that 90% of “carb”
problems are found under the distributor cap. If someone complains that the
carbs won’t hold their tune for more
than a week, the problem is most likely
not carburetor related. The bottom
line is do not touch the carbs until the
entire ignition system is proven to be
good. And the best tuning won’t do
much good if the basic condition of the
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engine is not sound. You must start
with good basics first. So here’s some
tips to increase your odds of making a
successful trip:
Check out your car thoroughly before you leave – do not wing it and hope
for the best (this actually does happen). Book your appointment now with
your local LBC shop to be sure your car
is up for the journey.
Avoid using fuel containing
ethanol, especially in high temperatures. The lower atmospheric pressure
causes the fuel to vaporize easier, which
induces vapor lock. The higher you go,
the worse it gets.
Pressure test your cooling system,
as the ability to maintain high pressures
is the key to not overheating. Water
boils at much lower temperatures out
here: 202 at Denver, 192 at 11,000
feet. Also, remember that running
hot (good) does not equal overheating
(bad).
If you encounter drivability
problems along the way, don’t start by
fooling with the carbs – most likely it’s
explained by something else.
If something untoward does happen, don’t fret – you’ve got the world’s
best classic car support system at your
disposal. You’ve got highly qualified
technicians available at the other end
of the phone and you’ve got whatever
part you might possibly need only a
day away, thanks to the wonders of air
freight, and suppliers who really care
about the well being of their customers.
You’re also in the company of a great
crowd of caring enthusiasts with similar
interests who never fail to amaze me
with their stories of generosity and support for their comrades.
I wish you the very best of luck on
your journey. Please come visit us at the
shop – you’ve probably never seen any
place like it.
Paul Dierschow
Sports Car Craftsmen, LLC
5635 Kendall Ct
Arvada, Colorado 80002
(303) 422-9272
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Ne Back Issues on 1 CD
with searchable text!

We are happy to announce that the
Register is releasing a New Edition
of our very popular back issue CD.
This new edition will include Adobe
Acrobat versions for all issues of our
newsletter, The MGB Driver, from
1991 thru 2000. That’s a full ten
years or the Register’s great newsletter on one compact disc!
But the really exciting feature of this
new edition is that it will be completely SEARCHABLE! That’s right
SEARCHABLE! That means that if you
are seeking information on any topic
covered by the MGB Driver, you can
find every article you need. Say you
Send credit card numbers with expiration date or
checks payable to:

Back Issue CD
PO Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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are rebuilding your brakes, you can
simply enter the word “brake” and
the index will show you every article
where the word “brake” appears for
the last ten years. This new feature
will make will make this new CD
one of the most valuable tools in you
arsenal!
This new searchable feature was
developed by NAMGBR member
Larry Hagenauer. Larry spent many
hours working Adobe Acrobat’s OCR
feature, creating the indexes which
make this new search possible.
Thanks Larry!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.

Only $15
for NAMGBR members
$30 for non-members.

Includes shipping US & Canada only.
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Good Morning Mr. Twist!
I currently have three MGBs, a 1968,
1978, and a 1980. On two of the MGs I
am having issues with dripping oil from
the bottom of the overdrive (the cover that
holds the wire screen filter). I have replaced
both of the screen filter/gaskets and I continue to get seepage through the small bolts
that hold the bottom plate of the filter cover
and have tried using Teflon tape with no
success. I dare not over-tighten the small
machine bolts due to possibility of stripping
out the threads. This dripping is causing
my wife to give me grief about stains in the
garage and on the driveways. Short of using
a sealer what would be your guidance? Is
there a particular sealer you may suggest or
is there something I should be looking for or
am doing something wrong?
P.S. I love your YouTube shows!
Thanks, —Luis Morales
Luis!
This is a common, passive leak.
Some of the suppliers were, for a time,
providing a low quality mesh screen
(not the heavy gray gasket material
laminated around the screen but a
very light tan colored paper type of filter) and those are more prone to leak.
You can reduce the leaking by surfacing the bottom plate with fine sandpaper so that it is flat to start. I use
grease on the filter faces. You can use
RTV silicone sealant on the threads of
the bolts – a liberal amount of sealant
– which will ooze into the cavities and
stop most of the leaks. You can use
that same type of silicone sealant on
the face of the gasket/filter, but use it
sparingly, and in lieu of grease.
Another option is to purchase
several large size trays, like pizza pans,
and fill them with oil absorbent or
kitty litter. This will pick up the oil before it hits the concrete in the garage.
Dish detergent (Cascade) will work
well to remove the existing stains
from concrete. Hope this helps!
John,
Can you please tell me the torque setting for the 10 casing bolts on a Banjo-type
rear axle? Thanks, —Michael Shuipis
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
Mike,
I cannot locate a figure from factory specs. I would do them up at
25 lbs.
John,
Would you know about this number,
18V 658(M) L 17061? I can not find what
the M is from. Any help would be great.
Thanks, —Allan
Allan,
I don’t have all my literature at
my fingertips here at the shop, but I
do believe you have an engine from
an Austin Marina, sold in England as a
Morris Marina. The sump has a flange
at the rear (to attach to the gearbox)
and the crankshaft is not bored as
deeply as an MGB, making it impossible to fit an MGB gearbox to the
engine.
Hi John!
Thanks for your service videos! I
wonder what you would say about the
difference of the MGB clutch release roller
bearing and the carbon bearing.
Regards, —Timo Vahakoski – Finland
Timo!
We use only the original Borg
and Beck carbon release bearing. The
roller bearing appears to be better,
but it is not. We nearly always use factory or original style parts.
John,
Here’s a strange one, I think. I just
put a new radio in my 1979 MGB. FM is
fine, but there’s a bit of popping static on
AM that seems to increase with speed. I
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remember years ago it had something to
do with the ignition system, but can’t remember the fix. The mystery – it goes away
upon acceleration, but as soon as I let of the
gas, it comes back. What can I do about it?
Thanks, as always. —John Faith
John,
Since the static follows the speed
of the engine, then the source is either
the ignition system or the alternator.
The common source is the ignition
system. You can change to resistance
plugs (Champion RN9YC or #415) if
you have a non-resistor plug in there
now. You can change the wires and/or
cap and rotor. I don’t have any tricks
for you to follow to find the problem
– so it’s only by substitution that you
can achieve a zzzz-free AM reception.
Let me know what you found.

John in a YouTube video.

Hello John,
I have just watched through your YouTube ‘MGB Cooling System’ film. My 1966
MGB-GT is overheating only when the
engine goes above 50mph. It begins to cool
down as soon as I slow down. I may have
written to you before about this problem,
but did not get a response. You seem to
be the man who will know, so here we go,
fingers crossed. I have flushed the radiator both ways and it appears to be equally
heated when I run my hand over it when
warm.
I have replaced the thermostat, there is
plenty of water in the system with the correct amount of coolant. I have replaced the
heater control valve, which was sludged up
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solid. The water pump appears to be fine.
I have added a 123-ignition and set the
timing with a stroboscope. The plugs are
all new and set to the correct gap. The only
part that does not seem to be as it should is
the rear drainage tap. This is also sludged
up. If I open it, nothing comes out. When
I take it off completely, nothing comes out.
Have you come across this before, with
these symptoms?
I have bought a replacement head
gasket set and was considering removing
the head to see if I could scoop out any of
the sludge which is blocking the waterways from above. When I take the head
off, could you point out to me on a picture
which holes in the block are going to be the
offending ones? I assume that they are at
the back left above the drainage tap, but
then again, this would be a guess. I do not
want to start removing the head before
I have this information as I will need to
complete the job in one day. The car is my
everyday driver and I can not afford to have
it off the road any longer than needs be.
There is always a chance that the head gasket might be leaking I suppose. Although,
the car is not blowing out smoke. I did a
vacuum pressure test which did not show
anything untoward. Many thanks for any
light you can shed on this in advance.
Regards, —Jim Abernethy – UK
Jim,

You know, for every gallon of
gasoline you use, 1/3 is spit out as heat
from the tailpipe, 1/3 is carried out as
heat in the radiator, and 1/3 goes for
power – IF the engine is tuned correctly.
If there is a problem with the
tune, then the power drops and the
heat increases. I do believe this is
your problem. Overheating at higher
rpm usually indicates a problem with
timing. I would time the engine with
what we call a “dial-back” light – and
time it at 32 BTDC at about 4500 rpm,
vacuum disconnected. That 32-degree setting is critical – above or below that number will give less power
and more heat.
If that does not solve the problem,
then I would put my money on a mismatch between the compression ratio
and the octane of the gasoline you’re
using. I am unfamiliar with UK octane
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ratings; ours are either nominally
higher or lower than yours. Right
now, the highest we can purchase at
the pump is 93. The bottom line here
is that I do not believe it’s your water
pump, radiator or cooling jacket. I
think your engine is simply making
more heat than it should.
By the way, you can clean out that
rear drain hole with some difficulty
if you’re patient. The hole from the
drain cock runs about one inch into
the block. At the top left – about the
10:00 or 11:00 position – there is a
passage to the cooling system. You’ll
need a layout scribe with a 90-degree
bend to poke and prod up into that
area. Just a piece of wire is too soft
for clearing out the hardened rust and
corrosion.

John,
I was wondering about the AM radio in
my Midget. It squeaks – no music (ok there
probably isn’t any music on AM). Tracy
thinks it worked before its 25 year hibernation. I did get it removed, hoping to figure
out the problem. Wondered if our car is a
negative ground?  There is a local “radio
guy” to take a look at it. Any suggestions?
Thank you, —Brian Berry

Hi John,
When I was driving my B around at
night with the lights on, everything shut
down, engine, lights, etc. It would shut
down for five seconds, then come back on,
then shoot off again, and come back on. I
made it home and parked it. I have changed
the engine to body ground wire and wonder
what you thought of the complete shut
down problem. Thanks and any help would
be appreciated.
Thanks —Chuck Buehler

John,
I have a 1977 MGB and the dash
developed a crack running from front to
back. This is the only flaw in the dash and
at least for now it is straight and narrow.
Have you found a good repair for dash
cracks other than replacing the entire dash
which is about $300 from Moss? The Moss
catalog also speaks of a repair top panel,
but gives no explanation as to what it is.
Do you know? This is only about $50.00
and the crack is on the top of the dash.
Thanks, —Curt Kane

Chuck,
If everything winked out, then
there must have been a disconnect
at the battery or at the starter motor solenoid (where all the BROWN
wires connect to the main battery
power cable). You can eliminate this
problem by going just a bit further
than you did – at least remove, clean,
and replace the connection at the
positive side of the battery. Then, go
to the starter motor, remove all the
BROWN wires, tighten up the stud,
then refit all the BROWN wires. One
more thing, there is a white rectangular connector on the later MGBs, just
to the rear of the fusebox, into which
four BROWN wires are fitted. Pull
those wires out, crimp the ends with
pliers, and refit them. Somewhere
in all of this you will have fixed your
faulty connection.
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Brian,
Many of those BMC radios were
Motorola underneath. Yes, your
Midget is negative ground. If your
local guy cannot make it work, there
are a host of repair shops listed in
“Services” in Hemmings Motor News.
Hope this helps!

Curt,
The dash repair panel is a wonderfully easy option to a full dash replacement. The plastic overlay needs to be
trimmed and sometimes heated and
molded before fitting, but once you’ve
applied it to the dash top, it looks very
nice. And, it’s SO very much easier
than a full dash replacement. The
instructions provided are usually not
as complete as you’d like, so remember to test fit it until it nearly snaps
into place. Be sure to clean the top of
the old dash repeatedly to remove the
silicone from the plastic so that the
new adhesive will stick.
John, you’ve helped me before and I’m
hopeful...
My ‘79 Midget has an old performance
header (four welded once stainless pipes)
which is still in good condition. A flange
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Dave,
We have an exhaust shop right
down the street. When we get into a
jam (i.e. – non-original parts), we take
the MGs there. The one fellow on site
does a wonderful job. You probably
have a shop like that near you.
Hello John,
I have a noisy 1975 MGB transmission w/OD. Is there a fluid so that the OD
would still operate right that would quiet it?
Not ready at this time for a rebuild. I am
currently running 20w50 in it. Thanks for
any suggestions!
—Joe Kaiser
Joe,

It’s unclear whether the noise
you hear is while the MGB is running
in direct or in overdrive. If the noise
is evident in both drives, then perhaps it’s really the differential. This
is especially true if the noise changes
between acceleration, free float, and
deceleration. If the noise is from the
gearbox, is it in 1st 2nd and 3rd but
not 4th?
If you change the oil in the gearbox ,but find no swarf or metal, that’s
a good thing – but then, where is the
noise coming from. I’d change the
oil in the differential, too. Use 80/90

Vince,
If the engine is leaking from the
rear seal, it is doing so for one of two
reasons: 1) the engine is pressurizing
and oil is blowing out wherever it can
(including the rear seal); or 2) the seal
and/or crank is faulty.   If 1), then the
engine won’t leak idling because the
internal pressure is not great enough.
If 2), then while it is leaking, the oil
is being flung onto the inside surface
of the bell housing and won’t drool
down for a while (after the car is shut
down).
So, I would check the front tappet
inspection breather hose. Remove it
from the Smith’s PCV valve and blow
into it to make sure that you can move
air through the hose and front cover
and then have it escape from the
filler cap. Second, make sure that the
Smith’s PCV valve is clean. If all that’s
OK, then the sad truth is that you’ll
have to work with the engine. Until
then, keep a large pizza pan in the
garage filled with oil dry or kitty litter
– and make sure to keep adding oil!

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday through Friday. (616) 682-0800
or you can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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Our Valued Supporters

was made up to connect the balance of
the exhaust system which slipped over
the header...very poorly! It leaks badly
and needs to be replaced. I find exhaust
systems available through Moss or VB but
only with a flange for the 1500. Can you
suggest anyplace or anyone to resolve the
problem? I was going to try to weld a piece
onto the conventional pipe after removing
the flange but have been unable to find
anything locally which will fit the header
and the pipe. I hate to bother you with this
but YOU ARE THE GUY WITH THE ANSWERS. I will appreciate any assistance.
Thank you, Dave Ainsworth

hypoid in the diff.
Hi John,
Don’t know if you remember me, but I
stopped by your shop in summer ‘07 while
there with a youth group from my church
doing work in Grand Rapids. You were kind
enough to tour your shop and even take me
for a ride in your MGA.
Got a quick question, I am now
rebuilding a ‘68 MGB whose engine had
been rebuilt several years ago and has good
compression. It leaks oil from the rear
of the engine – leaves a spot about 5” in
diameter each time I park it after driving.
Sounds like a rear main seal, but here’s
what’s strange. I put the car up on ramps,
had it idling while I lay underneath, and
watched for oil dripping and never saw
anything! Waited about 10 minutes with
engine idling. So, appears not to leak while
running, but only after shutdown. Any
ideas? I’d like to avoid removing the engine
if not required. Thanks!
—Vince Anderson
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

Hammer & Tongs Registrar

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer
P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

New Generation Registrar

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry
538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com
MGB V8 Registrar • Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com
Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com
MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com
100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179
James Woolf
lbcnut@aol.com

Sell • Seek • Swap!
Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy
with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads
only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it
deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

PARTS FOR SALE
CARS FOR SALE
1979 MGB – BRG/black, restored in 1999 with 61k
original miles; rust free, boot cover, tonneau cover
& bag, jack & bag, tool kit; chrome badge bar with
four badges and luggage rack. $8500; Jim Pendleton
(573) 696-3551, jependleton@hotmail.com MO
050509

1965 MGB – w/4-synchro OD; new floors, rockers,
lower fenders, and body work. All put together
and aligned properly. Primed and ready to block
sand and paint. Running and driving car; original
engine with compression 150-153; wire wheels.
$2500; Rick Huber (225) 926-6946 or hubrick@
gmail.com
LA 010209

1979 MGB – Brooklands Green with gold LE-type
lower body stripe. Overdrive. In original unrestored
condition with 34k miles. Has won more than two
dozen 1st & 2nd place car show awards. This car
drives as well as it looks. Always garaged and never
driven in winter. $11,500. Also have a 1980 Triumph
TR8 convertible in similar excellent condition; 86k
miles; $14,750. I will sell these cars separately or
together for $25,000. If sold together will include a
four wheel car hauling trailer. Age related downsizing is forcing the sale. Frank Oglesby (775) 3225179 or flogles@sbcglobal.net NV 111208

1972 MGB – red/black; overdrive; cruise control;
Dayton tubeless wire wheels; 4-wheel disc brakes;
extra nice, but not perfect. $8500, Bill Evans
(402) 432-3840 NE 111208

Selling or Buying an MG?

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.
org/classified. Lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and
parts. A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find
part or that next project.

MG Memorabilia – MG models that have never
been out of packaging, MG pens, badges, (including
rare MGF body badge), wall clock, metal signs, diorama, Zippo lighter, belt buckle, etc – all for $400;
1998 Moss Motors 50th Anniversary print by Ruel
James of a 1968 red MGB – limited edition #12 of
50, signed & framed – will include with the rest for
$750. Jim Pendleton, (573) 696-3551, jependleton@
hotmail.com MO 050509
1972 MGB parts – Windshield in frame (bad rubber/good glass), Driver & Passenger Door glass/
rails, Blasted and painted Heater Box, Blasted and
painted Pedal Box and pedals, Blasted and painted
headlight buckets, Trunk lid/no dents. Ken Holewczynski ken@manifesto1.com    IN  050509
Car Trailer - trailer designed for T-Type cars
although it has also transported a TR6 with no
problems; power winch and a front shield to protect
the cars from stones etc, in excellent condition.
Need space so the price is right at $2500. Delivery
could be arranged or a convenient meeting place.
Geoff Wheatley (843) 341-6155
SC 010209

MG 1100 parts – Used parts left over from at least

four 1100 cars used to restore one. All parts kept
except for car shells – chrome, glass, doors (twodoor versions only), drive trains, bonnets, trunks, etc
– too many parts to mention. Chuck Gilmer (616)
984-5049 or chuckgilmer132@nsn.com MI 02/03/09

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors
for high quality service or repairs.
We can attend to your entire MG or just a single
component. • MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475
• Clean & polished MGB HS carbs $575 • MGB HIF
carbs are $655
We can attend to your soft top, chrome, engine
or brakes. I bought my first MG in 1968, and
I’ve been working on MGs since! John Twist (#0101), University Motors Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street
East, Ada, MI 49301 • 616 682 0800 • www.
UniversityMotorsLtd.com

Where 2 ‘B

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance
to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2009

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers
• July 11-12.......... Mad Dogs and Englishmen, Hickory Corners, MI • (269) 344-5555
• www.maddogsandenglishmen.org
• July 12.............. British Car Show, Gettysburg, PA • www.britishinvadegettysburg.com
• July 12 ............. British Car Day, Cincinnati, OH • www.bccgc.com

• May 1-3............ Rendezvous 2009-NAMGBR Regional, Big Bend MGs • www.bigbendmgclub.com

• July 13-17.......... NAMGAR GT-34, Hot Springs, AR • www.GT-34.com

• May 1-3............ 2009 Walter Mitty Challenge, Road Atlanta, GA • www.classicmotorsports.com

• July 22-26......... AMGCR Event of Brutal Aggressives, Auburn, IN • (276) 388-3724
• www.mgcars.org.uk/amgcr

• May 2 .............. Britfest 2009, Succasunna, NJ • www.mgccnj.org
• May 3 .............. British Swap Meet & Show, Cleveland, OH • www.neoahc.com

• July 24-26......... British Car Show, Carthage, MO • www.gobmc.org

• May 3 .............. British and European Car Show at the Williamsburg Winery, Williamsburg,VA
• www.wmbgbrit.com/carshows_local_regional_images.htm

• Aug 1 ............... Pennypacker Mills British Car Day, Schwenksville, PA • www.dvcmg.com

• July 26.............. Tea at the Vicarage, Howe, IN • www.michianabrits.com

• May 8-10........... British Car Gathering, Townsend, TN • www.blountbritishcars.org

• Aug 1................ 25th Annual British Car Day, Dayton, OH • dayton25bcd@aol.com

• May 15-17......... Carlisle Import & Kit Car Show, Carlisle, PA

• Aug 1................ British Car Day, Cleveland, OH • britsatursuline@aol.com

• May 16 ............ Triangle British Classic, Raleigh, NC • www.ncmgcc.org
• May 16............. English & European Car Show, Knoxville, TN • jandbrigby@bellsouth.net
• May 16............. British Car Day, Rome, GA • www.atlantabritishmotorcarday.com
• May 17.............. British Car Day, Columbus, OH • britsatpolaris@aol.com
• May 22-24 ....... Champagne British Car Festival, Champaign, IL
• www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com • altmgb2@yahoo.com
• June 4-7............ MGVR Focus Event, Virginia International Raceway • www.mgvr.org
• June 5-6............ British Cars & Cycles Against Cancer, Blytheville, AR
• www.carsandcyclesagainstcancer.com
• June 5-6............ British Bash, Louisville, KY • www.britishbash.com
• June 5-6............ Heartland MG Show, Overland Park, KS • www.heartlandmgregional.com
• June 6 .............. British & Euro Car Show, Beaverdale, IA • www.midiowacarclassic.com
• June 6............... Cars of England, Westtown, PA • www.delvaltrs.org
• June 7 .............. British by the Sea, Waterford, CT • www.ctmgclub.com
• June 7............... Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ • www.mgdriversclub.com
• June 7............... British Return to Ft Meigs, Perrysburg, OH • lakeeriebritishnews.home.att.net
• June 12-14......... 57th Glenwood Springs Rallye, Glenwood Springs, CO • www.mgcc.org
• June 12-14......... Ohio Concours d’Elegance, Cincinnati, OH; www.ohioconcours.com
• June 14............. British Motor Car Gathering, Hellertown, PA • www.keystonmg.com
• June 19-21......... British & Euro Motor Show, Sand Springs, OK • www.eumoex.com
• June 20-21........ British & Eurocar Show, Syracuse, NY • www.mgcarclub.com/cny
• June 21............. British Car Field Day, Sussex, WI • www.mg3club.org

• June 24-28, 2009 – MG 2009, Breckenridge, CO • www.mg2009.com
• June 26-28........ British Car Summer Tour, Enterprise, OR • www.idahobritishcars.com
• June 28............. Michiana British Car Show, Notre Dame, IN • www.michianabrits.com
• July 6................ British Car Show, Farmington, NY • carshowinfo@mgcarclub.com

• Aug 6-9 . .......... Rally in the Valley, Eau Claire, WI • www.mmgg.org
• Aug 8 ............... Lord of the Manor, Pocono Manor, PA • www.keystonemg.com/events
• Aug 8-9 . .......... Show of Dreams, Wolfeboro, NH • www.bcnh.org
• Aug 22.............. Long Island Car Show & Scottish Games, Old Westbury, NY • www.liscots.org
• Aug 28-30 . ...... British Marque Triathlon, Hancock, MA • www.mgdriversclub.com
• Sept 5-6............ British Car Show, Kansas City, MO • bayoung@dstoutput.com
• Sept 11-12......... Brits at the Shoals, Rogersville, AL • www.shoalsbritishcars.org
• Sept 12.............. Parking Lot MG Show, El Segundo, CA • www.socalmgclub.org
• Sept 12-13......... Brits in the Ozarks, Fayetteville, AR • www.britishironwa.org
• Sept 13.............. Chicagoland British Car Fest, Des Plaines, IL • www.britishcarunion.com
• Sept 14-17......... GOF Central, Sheboygan, WI • www.mg3club.org
• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 19.............. Brits on the Beach, Ocean Grove, NJ • www.pedc.org
• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, Newburgh, IN • www.sirbrit.com
• Sept 19-20......... English Motoring Conclave, Arvada, CO • www.coloradoconclave.com
• Sept 19-20......... Indy British Motor Days, Indianapolis, IN; www.ibcu.org
• Sept 25-27........ Southeastern MG Fall GOF, Hiawassee, GA • SEMGTRRegistration@aol.com
• Sept 25-27........ Rio Grande Valley All British Car Meet, Chama, NM • www.baoa.org
• Sept 26.............. 30th Annual MG on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimare.com
• rgl2mgbgt@aol.com • 412-817-6862
• Sept 26.............. 10th Autumn in the Mountains, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccwnc.org
• Oct 2-4 . ........... British Legends Weekend, Bourne, MA • www.capecodbritishcarclub.org
• Oct 3................. Brits Invade the Capital, Dover, DE • www.bccdelaware.com
• Oct 24 .............. British Car Day, Charleston, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com
• Oct 31-Nov 2..... British Car Day, Chattanooga, TN • www.southernbritishcarclub.org
• Nov 22.............. MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • www.vintagemg.com
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