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The Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

I

n this issue we feature an article by
Gary Watson on the making of his
films MG – Inside the Octagon and
Inside the Octagon 2. Both films are
extremely significant for documenting
the history of the marque. Of course,
film can never have the level of detail
a good book will have; but a book can’t
bring the cars and people to life in quite
the same way. Seeing and hearing
the words of such luminaries as John
Thornley, Phil Hill, Don Hayter, Cecil
Kimber’s daughter, Jean Kimber Cook,
along with some of the men who helped
build our cars is very special – not to
mention all the beautiful MGs featured.
With the obstacles encountered and
hardships endured by Gary during the
production of these films, we’re very
lucky indeed that they even exist.
Just like the last issue’s focus on
technical matters, it has become a tradition to turn our attention to driving our
cars in the March/April edition. The
MG Club of Toronto “Road Warriors”
detail their trip to MG 2008. Paul
Konkle talks a bit about the comedy
of errors that was the last race of his
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Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
novice racing season in his MGB and
Mark Shelley talks about his trip to San
Simeon. Plus there’s a whole host of
other great stories inside, but not nearly
as many as I would have liked to have
fit in!
MG 2009 seems to be coming
together very well. There are a wide
variety of scheduled activities that
should appeal to everyone. If you’re
planning to go and would like to get the
early registration discount, you need
to get moving – the deadline is April 15
(tax day!). So register now to save $20
on what is cooking up to be a fantastic
convention!
Keep those Readers Rides and story
ideas coming!
Robert
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By Johan & Renee Petersen, MG Car Club of Toronto

elcome to the Dog Days of
Winter! As I sit and write this
column, we are in the midst
of one of the coldest winters in a long
time. We have more than 100 inches of
snow here in West Michigan and we are
only about halfway through the season.
So in addition to the preponderance of snow, lack of sunshine, and not
being able to drive my MG for about
three more months (or whenever the
snow melts), there is another issue I
have to address.
What to write about? Writing
for the March /April issue of the MGB
Driver is one of the hardest duties for
the chairman of NAMGBR. The other
issues revolve around driving season
and other events sponsored by the B
Register. For example, the May /June
Driver serves as the kick-off for the coming convention, this year MG 2009 in
Breckenridge, Colo. The MG Car Club,
Rocky Mountain Centre has been working for months to make this the premier
MG event of the year. With the events
planned and the beautiful scenery as a
backdrop, it will be a hard event to top.
The July/August issue is an excellent opportunity to write about the MG
driving season, well, at least here in
the northern part of the country. With
the memory of the latest convention
behind us and hours of driving time
ahead, the warm and sunny days of July
and August look like they could go on
forever.
The September/October MGB Driver
will be a recap of MG 2009, both in
words and photography. The amount
of work by both Robert and Charles on
this issue is reflected by the fact this is
the most popular issue we publish during the year. It will be a great chance to
relive the time we will spend in Breckenridge.

By Mark Shelley, San Diego MG Club
John Twist, Technical Coordinator
MGB Driver
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Wyckoff
Chairman
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The November/December issue
brings a recap of the Annual General
Meeting and a chance to review the
venue for next year’s convention. This
year we will be making the trip to
Belleville, Ontario, and checking out
some routes for MG 2010 next year. We
also do some reflection on the year just
completed.
So as you can see, this is a difficult
issue to find a subject to write about.
However, I do have a couple of announcements. First, Bob Swetzer will
be writing his first article as our new
Midget Registrar. We hope that he can
breathe some new life into this important part of the Register. Second, I’d
like to welcome Scott Perry onboard
as our new Registrar for 1974½ MGBs
and MGB/GTs. He has a great article on
his trip across country after buying his
“new” MGB/GT.
Here’s looking forward to the great
season we have ahead of us!

Bruce

On the Covers
Front: Pete Perea’s 1970
MGB posing near Breckenridge, Colorado, site
for MG 2009.
Back: One of the many
drives that await you and
your MG near Breckenridge.


Vice Chairman’s Notes

A

GETTING THE WORD OUT

s editor of our local club’s newsletter and website, one of the first
tasks I take on at the beginning of
every year is updating our club’s online
calendar and sending out the date of
the club’s show in June. Since we live in
the frosty Northeast, it’s always a great
way to look ahead to the warm weather,
especially this year, where like much
of the country we’ve been enjoying a
particularly cold winter.
So I always set aside some time at
the computer perusing the websites of
the clubs and organizations that sponsor the British car shows and events
in our area. I also check out the many
online British and classic car event calendars, sending them the information
about our club’s show. And it always
becomes obvious to me that clubs need
to do a better job getting the word out
earlier about their shows and events.
Sure, it’s not even spring yet. Sure,
your club hasn’t really started thinking
about this year’s show. But unless you’re
expecting a change of venue, chances
are you know when and where it’s going
to be held. There’s no reason to wait to
get this basic information out there,
whether it’s on your club’s own website
or posted to other calendars or submitted to magazines.
In fact, there are many good
reasons to get your show listing out
there early, especially if you want to see
it in print. Magazines such as Classic
Motorsports, Classic MG Magazine, and
Moss Motors’ British Motoring (and the
MGB Driver, of course) all work with
deadlines months in advance. They are
happy to include your show information … but you can’t wait until the last
minute. Because these are national
magazines, space is limited, so most just
need a date, name of event, location,
sponsoring club, and e-mail or web address for the listing.
Also, be aware there already are
some rumblings that the uncertain


Kim de Bourbon
Vice chairman
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economy is going to have an effect on
local shows. I was startled to find that
a club which sponsors a major vintage
hill-climb in our state has already announced the cancellation of its 2009
event, citing the effect of the economy
on its sponsors. So this year, more than
ever, it’s important to make sure British
car enthusiasts know that your club is
alive and well and planning its usual
excellent event. Give other clubs in
your region a reason to plan a caravan
to your show by getting the date up on
your website now. E-mail your show
flier to their newsletter editors as soon
as you can. In short, start planning how
to aggressively address the fact that this
year some classic car owners may be cutting back on road trips to car shows.
Getting your show posted on as
many online calendars as you can is a
great way to start. It’s free, it’s easy, and
the North American MGB Register can
help.
Webmaster Rick Brown has started
a new page on the NAMGBR website
with links to websites that will post
your British car show and events: www.
namgbr.org/EVENTS2.htm. This page,
which is linked from the main Calendar
of Events page, is a resource for clubs
looking to publicize their shows. All
these sites will post your show listing
at no charge. Some require registration
and use an online form, others just need
you to send them an email with the
information.
The links posted here are just
a start. I’m sure you know of other
websites that have online calendars,
MGB Driver
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Beaver Run Resort, nestled in the Tenth Mountain Range, is within walking distance of Breckenridge.
Beaver Run Resort has different kinds of restaurants, also activities for your enjoyment.

so please help us build this page and
e-mail Rick with suggestions. (Don’t
forget to think outside the British car
world – most online car show calendars
welcome classics of all kinds!) Here are
some tips about submitting your club’s
event to online calendars:
• Make sure one person in the club
is assigned to submit your listings, to
make sure it gets done. It helps if only
one person does it. This provides consistency and avoids inadvertently “double
listing” your event.
• Start by writing up a brief blurb
about your show, and keep it handy on
your computer’s desktop. Begin with
the date, name of event, venue, town
name, and state, which are the basics
that all event listings want. Then have
a couple of succinct sentences describing the event, making sure to include
any information that makes your event
special. (I always include that our show
is held in a “wooded park with large
picnic pavilion,” for example.) Include
registration and vendor fees, plus the
time the show begins and end. Include
the name of the sponsoring club, and
always include a contact email, phone
number and website address for further
information. Keep your blurb to no
more than 150 words.
• Now, when submitting your listing to a magazine or website, format
it just the way it will appear. Some
national publications will just print a
succinct date, name of event, town, and
MGB Driver
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contact information, with no details.
Some permit a full descriptive narrative.
Some organize their events by state or
region, some by date. Just copy the style
of other events already published in the
calendar, adapting what you’ve prepared in your blurb. It’s a small step, but
one that is really appreciated by editors
and webmasters.
• In addition to the national websites I’ve listed on the NAMGBR site,
seek out calendars posted by other British car clubs in your region. Most other
clubs (and especially their newsletter
editors) welcome news of your event,
and are happy to include them on
their calendar. And don’t forget about
other kinds of car clubs. You may be
surprised to find that your local street
rod or American classic club is receptive
to posting your local “little British car”
event.
• Don’t neglect to reach out to
your local newspapers and television
stations. Many “traditional” media now
maintain regional activities calendars
online, and will welcome you to submit
an event, even months in advance.
Same goes with any tourism offices in
your area –- the more local events they
can list, the better.
I’ll touch on some other “marketing” ideas in future columns. In the
meantime, if you have questions or suggestions, don’t hesitate to get in touch!

Kim


From the Secretary

From the Treasurer

A

A

s a member of the MG Car Club,
Rocky Mountain Centre, I am
looking forward to your active
participation in MG 2009 in Breckenridge. Colorado has many scenic
byways with spectacular vistas and
wonderfully curvy roads, just right
for driving an MG! You’ll see green
valleys with grazing horses, cattle,
antelope, deer, and buffalo, as well as
rustic mines, ranches, and some splitrail wooden fences. You’ll experience
scenic panoramas with aspen, pine, and
spruce forests with the barren Rocky
Mountains jutting from the landscape.
The landscape keeps changing as you
drive. Pictures only give you a hint of
the beauty. If you enjoy open spaces,
you’ll find happy motoring here.
In preparation for the event I’d like
to share a few facts and trivia about our
beautiful state: Colorado, nicknamed
“the Centennial State”, means “colored
red” in Spanish and was the 38th state
admitted to the Union, entering on August 1, 1876. The dome atop the Colorado State Capitol in Denver is covered
with 200 ounces of gold, which was donated by miners in the late 1800’s. The
13th step of the state capitol building in
Denver is exactly one mile high above
sea level. Colorado averages over 300
days of sunshine with only 14.8 inches
of annual precipitation.
There are nearly 20 rivers whose
headwaters begin in Colorado, with
the Continental Divide directing each
river’s course. Colorado is one of only
two states in the United States in which
all the water in the state flows out of
the state and none flows in. The other
is Hawaii. More than 300,000 people
float Colorado’s rivers each year.
Colorado has four National Parks,
six National Monuments, 11 National
Forests, 41 National wilderness areas,
seven National wildlife areas, and 222
state wildlife areas.
Colorado
has more microbreweries per capita
than any other state. Fort Collins has
the most microbreweries per capita in
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Colorado. The aluminum beer can was
introduced in 1959 by Coors Brewery of
Golden, Colorado.
The Pikes Peak International Hill
Climb, staged since 1916, is America’s
second-oldest motor sports race behind
the Indianapolis 500. The race, scheduled for July 19th, is run on a 12.42
mile course that begins at 9,390 feet and
finishes at the 14,110 foot summit.
As the Railroad progressed toward
Denver in the mid-1860s, thousands
of railroad workers had to be fed. A
“catering” firm hired scores of hunters,
most notably William Frederick Cody.
In 17 months on the job, Cody roamed
the plains, killing buffalo to feed the
railroad crews. He actually counted the
number of buffalo who died at his hand
– a staggering 4,280, earning him the
name “Buffalo Bill”.
John Stetson made his first Stetson
hat in Central City in 1860. The highest paved road in North America is the
road to Mt. Evans off of I-70 from Idaho
Springs. The road climbs up to 14,258
feet above sea level.
Come visit the state where Butch
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid robbed
trains and banks, just like in the movie.
Our Club and I look forward to sharing
curvy two-lane blacktop engineering
feats along streams, through canyons,
up and down mountain passes offering
360 degree views, and through aspen
trees with crystal clear blue skies. We
look forward to hosting you at MG
2009! Come share the spirit of the Centennial State!
Alan
MGB Driver
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s winter reaches mid-point in
central Illinois with continuing
snow, freezing rain, and windy
conditions, thoughts turn toward
spring and event planning for the
driving season. Sometimes it feels like
spring will never arrive. After checking
event listings from various sources ,we
can all look forward to numerous events
scheduled by our clubs. We should all
take time to show our appreciation to
those individuals that take time to organize and host our events.
One event you do not want to miss
is NAMGBR MG 2009 in Colorado June
24-28. Information on this event can
be found at www.MG2009.com, and
registration is now being taken. As cochairman of our local event I encourage you to join us for the 18th annual
Champagne British Car Festival May
22-24. Go to www. champagnebritishcarfestival.com for information. Now,
how is that for a local event plug? Don’t
forget to check out other event listings
on the inside back cover of your Driver.
New membership enrollments
continue to come in monthly, thanks
in large part to the MGB Driver and
members taking time to introduce owners to our organization. It was especially
rewarding to be contacted by members
wishing to enroll new members as a
gift. I encourage everyone to share the
benefits of membership with others in
your clubs and while attending various events. Our best recruitment tools
are you. I plan on attending as many
events as possible to meet and greet our
members.
As the new secretary, I would like
to continue to remind everyone to use
your membership number when corresponding with us. The number allows
us to track and maintain information
on each member more accurately. We
continue to receive dues payments
from PayPal that are not being sent to
the correct address; if you are using
PayPal make sure they are sent to dues@
namgbr.net and include your membership number. As the transition of
MGB Driver
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Denny Elimon
Secretary
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the secretary continues, I ask that you
be patient as I continue to learn the
responsibilities. If you have questions,
don’t hesitate to call or e-mail. I am
proud to say that everyone has been
great to work with, Thank you!
As a point of interest to all, and
especially new members: Have you ever
thought about what your membership
number means? Membership numbers,
when started, were set up with a prefix
number, now 19-, to signify the year
you joined. The remaining digits identify you in the database.
If you meet a member with the 0dash prefix and a low number, you have
meet one of the organization’s founding
or early members. Members now joining are issued member numbers with
a 19-dash prefix to signify they joined
this year. It is rewarding to see early
members who have been active for so
many years and have remained active.
To some members the assigned number
has as important as their car. Have you
recently taken time to check your membership number?
Start now developing your event
calendar for the driving season; it is a
great way to break out of those winter
doldrums. It is also a great time to get
your car ready for the upcoming season.
Try starting your car one day while
sitting in it; rev up the engine, while
reading a calendar list of events! This is
guaranteed to make you feel that spring
cannot be that far away. Look forward
to visiting with everyone at NAMGBR
MG 2009 and various local events.

Denny


Photos provided by Dick & M arie davis

Reader’s Ride

Above: Entering Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine,
in the 1974 Mirage MGB.
Top right: The Davis clan on
their August trip to Seal Cove.
At right: The beautiful and
rare Mirage MGB at Acadia
National Park

By Dick & Marie Davis
#16-6342

T

hree generations of the Davis
family of Hancock and Cumberland counties in Maine and
Nicholas County, W. Va., also have
MG fever. Back in 1967, Dick bought
his first MG (a 1963 Midget). When we
were to be married a year later he sold it,
saying we needed to be mature. Three
month later, I came home to find a 1965
MGB in the drive. Even in Fairbanks,
Maine (University of Maine Farmington), we drove that car year ’round and
it never failed to start, in spite of cold
and four feet of snow! About four years
later we had to sell it, and it was 17 years
before we had another. The short time
we were able to keep that third one was
enough to infect all our children with
the feel and sound of the MGB. They
each married well, as the spouses, and
now the grandchildren, also love the
ride.
About five years ago we bought
#4, a blue 1977, which needed work.
My mother watched Dick tinker on
the car for some months and finally
10

said “you’re too old, I want to buy you
a good car.” They found a 1974, mint,
totally original B. The car was covered,
on dollies, in a heated garage. The
couple interviewed Dick as to how the
car would be used and cared for before
they even allowed him to see the Mirage
MGB! The day we drove it home was
the first time it had ever been used in
the rain. (Our 1974 Mirage is one of
only six of that color registered with
NAMGBR in the U.S.).
We decided to keep #4 for the boys
to drive and in time found a second
1977 blue B so they each have their
own. Two years ago the West Virginia
family brought their B up in a covered
trailer so we could all ride together at
Acadia National Park near our home.
We enter a few car shows each year
and the best part for us is listening to
all the stories of “I used to have an MG
....” It seems that no matter the circumstances, you never forget your MG.
Dick, a former teacher, is now
the facilities director for the Hancock
County Court System and I’m employed as a librarian for the city of
Ellsworth.
MGB Driver
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The MGB Registrar

H

ello again, and I hope you are all
getting ready for what promises to be another exciting MG
season. Isn’t it great that we can enjoy
each other’s company and cars, when
so much of the world seems bent on
self-destruction?
Anyway, enough of that, and several interesting bits and pieces for your
consideration this issue.
First of all, I received a note from
Ron & Sandra Stock of Newton, Wisc.,
enclosing the original sales invoice for
their 1973 MGB which was purchased
on Jan. 28, 1974, at Middle Sports Cars
in Fond du Lac.
What was interesting was that
while the base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price was $3,695, and just
one accessory was listed – the tonneau
cover – which was an extra $37! By the
time delivery and handling charges
were added to the Wisconsin prep
charge of $50, the price out of the door
was $3,884. Now, can someone tell me
if Middle Sports Cars are still in business? Incidentally Ron & Sandra are
the second owners of this MGB and live
only a couple of miles away from the
original owner!

The “missing” 60 Canadian
Limited Edition MGBs

Following publication of my recent
book on the Limited Edition model, a
query has arisen in regards to a response from the archivist at the British
Motor Industry Heritage Trust. All the
previous indications are that there were
just 250 Canadian Limited Edition
MGBs, each one with its own specific
plaque bearing the individual “250”
sequence number. These cars were
manufactured at Abingdon from March
1979 through May 1979 and we have
several on the Limited Edition Register
of the NAMGBR.
However, and here the mystery
deepens, the archivist asserts that there
was a second batch of North American,
Canadian Limited Edition MGBs, built
MGB Driver
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Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
in late 1980! The serial numbers quoted
from Heritage run from GVLDJ2BG
521407 to 521469.
Now to the best of my knowledge,
and I am willing to be corrected, there
is no reference to any of these cars,
in any of the accredited tomes on the
MGB, including Anders Clausager’s
Original MGB.
Also, we do not appear have a
single one of these “missing” cars
on the main LE Register listing some
350 vehicles, so I am left pondering,
where are these 60 cars? To further my
inquiries I have therefore contacted
Anders, also Don Hayter, and others,
who worked at the MG factory during
the period to ascertain if they have any
recollection of black Canadian Limited
Edition MGBs being produced during
the autumn of 1980.
In the meantime, I would appeal
to any Canadian members who own,
or know of, any MGBs bearing the VIN
numbers quoted above – # 521407 to
521469 – to please contact me. As always, your comments are appreciated.

Other MGB Register news

I also had a note from Ben Veltien
living in the Netherlands in regards to
his 1974 MGB GHN5UE364892G. Built
in November of 1974, the car was sold
by Peninsula British Cars of Palo Alto,
Calif., in May of 1975 to a Mrs.. Barnette
Cropper of Foster City and subsequently the car was owned by a Peter Yee also
of Foster City.
The car was shipped to the Netherlands in 1994 whence it was acquired by
11

MGB Register
Ben from the importer.
My question to you is: Do any of
these names ring a bell? I know it’s a
long time ago, but some of our more
mature members might recall the garage and possibly the first two owners!
To quote Ben, “Are the previous
owners still in life?” Send any information to me please.
And finally, I heard from Scott
Perry of Simi Valley, Calif., who in early
December purchased a beautiful 1974½
MGB/GT in Atlanta. It is bracken in
color and is an original car with twin
SUs, previously owned by a master
mechanic.
Scott had been looking for years
for a model this good. He flew out in
late-December then drove the car back
to California, some 2,200 miles, before
the New Year arrived, with a stop into
Graceland in Memphis, Tenn., along
the way!
Now, I personally have driven
across this great land of ours some 20
times, since we first came to live here,
and the thought of taking such a trip
– even vicariously – still excites me!

Scott has promised us a report on his
journey for the MGB Driver and we really look forward to that!
Editor’s note: See Page 27 in this issue
for Scott’s account of his cross-country
drive.

MG Diorama

New Registrations:
Jim Sweeney.............................1973 MGB
Alan Clark..................................1977 MGB
Paul Austin................................1978 MGB
Scott Perry.......................1974½ MGB/GT
Jim Zivic....................................1979 MGB
Richard Johnson......................1976 MGB
Robert Myers............................1974 MGB
Anthony Mumford....................1979 MGB
David Jefferson....................... 1968 MGB
John Drout............................... 1980 MGB
Doug Seaborn...........................1979 MGB
Jess Wallace.............................1974 MGB

Beauty is in the detail. Details made from things you’d never think of.

Happy MGB’ing!
Ken

By Larry Youngblood
Southeastern Ohio Club

A

fter owning several MGs over the
years, I decided to start collecting a few diecast LBCs to display
on my bookshelf. Constant dusting
led me to build a glassed in “workshop
Diorama”. The Frogeye Sprite and rubber bumper MGB/GT were placed on my
workbench along with the two post lift,
ordered from GMP Diecast, and measured for layout of the basic box. From
that point, it was a matter of finding the
various tool sets and accessories on the
internet or scratch building and painting the remainder of the items.
Many of the accessory items were
ordered from SMBC.com which are
resin and had to be painted and decals
12
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added. The tool boxes, ramps, tires and
wheels, figures, etc. came from GMP Diecast and are basically ready to install.
The paper boxes were printed patterns
and had to be cut out, folded and glued.
The donut box on the Sprite’s top has
Cheerios in it for donuts. With the
female kneeling in front of the MIG
welder, I had to put a box of tissues on
top of her toolbox…and there is a genuine piece of tissue sticking out. Some
of the signs on the walls are parts of ads
taken from magazines and laminated.
Sometime in the future, I would
like to add battery powered shop
lighting to make visibility easier. The
diorama won First Place in the Arts and
Crafts Class at the Columbus, Ohio,
British Car Show in May of 2008.
13

Midget Registrar
By Col. Robert Swetzer
Red Rock, Arizona

H

i, Midget owners. I’m pleased
to have been appointed to take
over the Midget Registry. My
own interest in these wonderful little
British cars dates back to a 1951 MG TD
(a Midget, of course), that I bought new
in – guess what – 1951. Typically, I kept
it until after our first child was born,
about seven years later. After a long
time, in which I did manage to drive
a Jaguar and a Mini, amongst others, I
finally was able to return to the marque
with my first modern Midget, a 1500
rubber bumper.
In 1993, I found my current Midget,
a 1968 Mk III. It had sat in the back
yard of a body shop in Tucson for about
10 years and needed quite a lot of work,
as you can well imagine. It had wire
wheels and that sweetened the challenge.
Following a year’s work, and thanks
to both Moss Motors and the local junkyard, we were back on the road.
I am not a purist. It is one of my
two daily drivers and shows it, but it
runs nicely, especially with a Datsun 5-
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speed transmission that Ernie’s British
Cars in Tucson installed for me last year.
Having said all that, I now come to
the situation with the Midget Registry.
As you might have been aware, in the
past we were collecting registry forms
from our members and forwarding
them to the Midget and Sprite Club
in the United Kingdom. The British
club returned the completed registry
certificates that were then given to the
members. Unfortunately, I have no copies or lists of what was registered so I’m
starting from scratch.
If your Midget was previously registered, please send a copy of the certificate to me so that I can begin maintaining our own active registry. If you are
not yet registered, fill out the form on
NAMGBR’s website and forward it to
me. I plan to continue working with
the British Midget and Sprite Club, but
will maintain an active registry here.
It should be noted that one of the
Austin-Healey clubs maintains an
active registry for our sibling Sprites,
and we are considering expanding our
registry to include Sprites.

Bob
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Letters to the Editor
Robert,
I just got a look at the January 2009
Car & Driver. There’s an article entitled
“Ten Best Car Parts for Home Decor” – and
in the place of honor, the first photograph
shown, is the mangled MGB front end in
John Mangles’ home in St. Charles, Mo.
This was featured some years back in a
piece in the MGB Driver by John Mangles
and Mike Fishman on their MG decorating.
We enjoyed seeing it at the 2002 AGM
when John and Carol hosted a Halloween
party at their home. Way cool!
Kim Tonry
MGB Driver Editor Emeritus
Kim, as you know, the picture in
Car & Driver doesn’t do that work of art
justice. It is really cool how the car seems
to be busting out of the wall in his living
room. If readers would like to check out
the original article, it was in the March/
April 1998 issue of the MGB Driver.

Dear Editor,
The MG Vintage Racers have selected
the SVRA Heacock Classic Gold Cup race
event at Virginia International Raceway,
June 4-7, as their 2009 “Focus Event.”
MGVR will support SVRA in having some
“All MG” races as part of the event, along
with a MG-Morgan Challenge, as SVRA
celebrates the “Centenary Celebration
of Morgans.” MGVR encourages all MG
racers, as we as all vintage MGs and their
supporters, to attend this special event.
At the event, MGVR will provide their
own special MG awards and will hold their
own party one evening. VIR is a firstclass racing facility in the lovely Southern
Virginia countryside. Races will be run
on VIR’s 3.27-mile full course. For more
information, contact Sportscar Vintage
Racing Association at www.svra.com; or
Chris Meyers of MGVR at editor@mgvr.org
or 860-490-5950. Additional MG racing
information is available on MGVR’s web
site: MGVR.org.
Greg Prehodka
Thanks Greg! MGVR is a great
organization and I hope that we can help
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you promote the use of MGs as the great
racing machines they are in the pages of
our magazine.

Hello fellow classic car enthusiasts in
United States and Canada,
I found your site via a link given to
me by a friend in Ottawa. I am writing
to you to see if you can help us here in the
U.K.regarding the MG Costello cars that
were converted in or around 1971-72 by the
renowned engineer Ken Costello.
We have set up a site dedicated to this
special car with the intention of tracing as
many of these cars as possible that are left
in existence. We know that out of the 200
that were converted, a few cars went to the
U.S. and Canadian markets as there was
interest in the Buick engine.
The web site www.mgcostello.com is a
free-to-join non-profit group with the intention of attracting as many fellow Costello
owners to share their pictures and stories
and knowledge to preserve our cars.
If you have any members with one of
these cars I would be very grateful if you
could pass on details of the site to them and
even better if you could put a link in your
magazine that would be great!
Thanks — Paula Summers
The Ken Costello V8 conversion cars
have gained a high degree of historical
significance as the inspiration for the
MGB-GT V8s and have a very enthusiastic
following. If you own one or know where
one is located, please let the new group
know as well as our V8 Registrar.

Dear NAMGBR,
I am endeavouring to complete the
history of my MGB 1975-76. This is now
a fully restored MGB close to showroom
condition. Its origins are North America.
The vehicle was exported from America to
the United Kingdom in 1997. It remained
in store until 2002. Restoration then began
and was completed in 2005. In 2008 it was
purchased by me and exported to France
and is recorded as a ‘voiture de collection’
with a FFVE Certificate. The vehicle bore licence plates from Hollywood when exported
MGB Driver
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to the United Kingdom. Its chassis number
is GHN5UG/408608G and has a Heritage
Certificate. Can you guide me in finding its
history in the USA?
Thanking you —Cyril Brown
Cyril, I don’t have good news for
you. In the United States, car history isn’t
tracked too well unless the owner(s) of
the car do so and pass it along with the
car. Each of the 50 states has its own
licensing requirements and systems. Past
ownership is generally protected by
privacy laws so reaching out to the state
bureau responsible for regulating ownership (in some states it’s called Department of Motor Vehicles, here in Missouri
it is called the Department of Revenue),
won’t really get you any information. I
have copied Ken Smith who is the Registrar for MGBs with the North American
MGB Register. If the car has ever been
registered with our club, he might be
able to give you some brief history, but
chances are he won’t have any information since we only have information on
about 1 percent of imported MGBs.

Hi Robert,
Don’t intend to be a pain in the butt,
but. ... I just read the little ditty about
Donald Stokes in the latest issue of the
Driver (MG News). The facts are completely wrong; he was never involved with
BMC. As a matter of fact, he was the guy
who killed the MG. He shouldn’t get a free
pass in history.
The proper sequence of events:
Leyland Motor Corp takes over StandardTriumph officially in April 1961. Leyland
made trucks and busses and now had a
‘sports car’ division. Donald Stokes, former
sales manager at Leyland becomes managing director.
In 1966, BMC and Jaguar merge to
form British Motor Holdings (BMH). In
January 1968, BMH and Leyland merge
(actually it was a take over by Leyland) to
form British Leyland. Sir Donald Stokes
was chairman of Leyland and became
managing director and CEO of British
Leyland.
As CEO, Stokes oversaw the continued
MGB Driver
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development of the Triumph line at the
expense of MG. The TR6 was well underway by the time of the takeover of MG,
but any available money was funnelled to
Triumph to develop the universally loved
(ha!) Triumph models like the Stag and
TR7. On their own, MG built the MGB-GT
V8 using the Rover V8. It showed so much
promise (it was even ‘federalized’ for sale in
the USA) that Stokes killed it off claiming a
‘shortage’ of engines made it impossible to
produce. Historical hindsight reveals that
immediately following that axing, Triumph
got the go ahead for the TR8 ...o much for a
‘shortage’ of engines.
Sir Donald Stokes was given a life
peerage on January 10, 1969 making him
‘Lord’ Stokes. Don’t ya just love it? He was
no friend of MG.
Lloyd Faust
Thanks for the reality check, Lloyd!
We need to make sure that we give credit
where credit is due for what was done to
our beloved marque. Luckily there isn’t
an article on the back of that page so if
our membership wants to find alternative
uses for that “little ditty”…

Hey Robert!
I’m in NY producing a play so I’ve been
a tad distracted. The theatrical release for
Sherman’s Way has been moved (again!)
to March. It will play in NY and LA and,
depending on how the box office results are,
either open in other cities or (more likely)
gear up for our DVD release. I imagine the
DVD release will be just in time for MG
2009 – which I hope to attend since my son
Josh is going to college nearby at CU-Boulder. As soon as I know firm dates, I’ll let
you know.
Best—Craig Saavedra
www.shermansway.com
Congratulations on the new play,
Craig! I know that I speak for a lot of the
membership when I say we can’t wait to
get a chance to see “Sherman’s Way” (or
see it a second time for those of us who
saw it at MG 2008)!
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Letters to the Editor
Robert,
It certainly is a shame that the Mickey
and Kathy Shea had a tire failure and
totaled their MGB on the way home from
Valley Forge. They are very fortunate to not
have been seriously injured, or worse. We
should all continuously be aware of the
condition and age of our tires.
However, let’s not overreact to the
issue of tire age. We know that the Sheas’
tire failed, that the tread looked good, and
that the tire was only 6 years old. We do
not know that the failure was a direct result
of the age of the tire. I believe it is as likely,
or possibly more likely, that the failure was
due to previous damage to the tire, such as
hitting a pothole, a manufacturing defect in
the tire (a failure to bond between the various layers), or low pressure due to a slow
leak. Who knows, they may have run over
a nail shortly before the incident.
There has been discussion of acceptable tire age in the recreational vehicle
industry recently. I have read recommendations of six, nine, 10, and 12 years as
the maximum. I have also read that the
vendors who sell the less common sizes and
styles of tires for classic cars will sell tires
in their warehouse as “new” even if the
tires are up to 9 years old! Their inventory,
of course, is slow-moving. And climate
controlled warehouse storage is vastly different than being on a car, in the sun and
weather. But still, they are willing to sell as
“new” a tire that is 9 years old, and expect
the purchaser to use it for a number of years

after that.
I take a couple of points from the
above. First, there is a great degree of
disagreement among the “experts” as to
acceptable tire age. However, six years is
the very earliest age recommendation that I
have heard. (If the Sheas had been replacing their tires on a six year schedule, very
likely their tires would still have been in
service anyway.) Second, is that prior damage, or manufacturing defects may not be
able to be detected by visual examination.
However, any time we are cleaning the car,
we should examine the tires and look for
bubbles or waves in the sidewall, cracks in
the sidewall or at the edge of the tread, condition of the tread, and check the pressure.
Third is that a slow leak can develop while
driving, and is usually perceptible as a
change in the handling, stability, or sound
of the car. If the car changes in any of these
ways, stop immediately and check the tires
(and the rest of the car.)
Thirty-some years ago, my wife & I lost
our Peugeot 504 in a very similar manner
to the Sheas. The right rear tire went flat
while she was driving, the back end came
around, and the car hit the ditch and rolled.
We were not hurt, but the car was totaled.
With hind sight, I recalled afterward that
she had commented about the car wandering on the road a few minutes before the
accident. We didn’t bother to stop and
check, and paid the price. While the tires
were of indeterminate age (on the car when
we bought it), I attribute the failure to a
slow leak, and not to the age of the tires.
If I had to pick a particular maximum

age for my tires, I would chose something
like 10 or 12 years. (I have driven on 35
year old tires, but would not recommend it!)
So, check your tires often. Replace
them if you see damage. Stop and check if
the car feels funny. Enjoy the cars and the
driving. But let’s not jump to replacing tires
at an unreasonably young age.
Stan Edwards
Very sage advice, Stan! Tires are
always so easy to ignore if they’re not visibly low on air, but they are such a critical
part of our cars’ steering, braking, and
handling systems that we should all develop the habit of making tire checking
as routine as checking the oil and filling
them up with gas!

Hello, Robert,
Another super issue - Pheona read it
front-to-back and was interested! I just
wanted to let you know that our local
club’s official name is Big Bend MGs, not
the Big Bend MG Car Club. Also thanks
for the nice plug for the Newsletter Editor
Exchange. I hope it will gain more members
for the group.
In “MG News: MG Room at Abingdon Museum” – my error – Carl Fritz is
not a member of Big Bend MGs. I did not
properly identify him as I was not sure of
which club he belongs to and as his article
was forwarded to me by a member of MG
Classics and I reused it in the Tally Ho, and
messed up.
Your article on John Twist was very
nice and hopefully more people will grow
to appreciate him. John Mangles as well
is a fine gentleman and came forward
with Glenn Lenhard to aid me at MG
2006 when my new heater valve leaked
on the distributor, disabling the car. They
returned my car to running and on the
homeward trip I accomplished even higher
mileage. Glenn Lenhard has worked on my
cars several times over the years and has an
excellent shop in St. Petersburg, Fla.
You cannot be held responsible for
the errors of others and I hope no one will
blame you for these inaccuracies. Every
issue aids the membership and those who
receive the MGB Driver as a hand-me-

down or pass-around!
Keep up the good work! —Joe Kaiser
Sorry about that Joe! I’m the one
who changed all the instances of Big
Bend MGs to Big Bend MG Car Club (and
if I missed any and got the name right,
then it was an accident). Thanks for the
heads-up. I hope your club’s Rendezvous
2009/NAMGBR Regional Show goes well
over the weekend of May 1-3.

Hello,
The article in the January/February
issue of MGB Driver regarding anti-freeze
was well done. However, it should be
pointed out that propylene glycol as used in
non-toxic water systems on boats and RVs
does not contain either corrosion inhibitors
or anti-foaming agents. At one time you
could purchase coolant system rust inhibitors as an additive, but I am not aware if
it is still available at the local auto parts
store. I think it would be more prudent to
stick with ethylene glycol with the proper
additives already mixed in and keep the
pets and kids away from any possible access to anti freeze. 
Michael Grishman
Thanks for the info Michael!

Robert,
Received the last NAMGBR newsletter and read something about the Preston
Bypass. It just so happens that I was
using something about the Preston in our
newsletter that I came across in the British
Press. Read the article and we should be
glad that they don’t build them like they
used to.
Cheers! — Byron Waller
Thanks for sharing that article
Byron! The article in question talked
about how the Preston Bypass was the
first real motorway in the UK. It had a lot
of teething problems (which is probably
an understatement) with things like the
road shoulders almost not considered at
all.

Robert

MGB Driver welcomes your letters.
Email to mgslime@swbell.net, or mail to MGB Driver Editor Robert Rushing, 5444 Sutherland Ave. St. Louis, MO 63109
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Flatlanders Head for the Hills

I would be “volunteering” to write the article
on the covered bridges, I
would have taken notes,
so I am sorry but I don’t
know when these bridges
were built, but they are
an engineering wonder. We were lucky to
have the photographer,
Charles de Bourbon from
MGB Driver magazine in
our group so the pictures
are from him. A couple of
times we saw him kneeling backwards to shoot
photos while his wife was
driving their 1966 MGB.
We toured some
great back roads. There
Here are some of the covered
was one that I would
bridges of Bucks County. They
have sworn was somemade for a great day touring.
one’s driveway, and I just
kept hoping that a SUV
of some sort would not
come from the opposite
direction. On one road
Terry pointed out that
until recently, he had
ridden horses down this
“bridle path” which was
not paved, and he kept
referring to these “hills,”
which to us flatlanders seemed more like
mountains. Especially,
when you looked out the
car window and could
not see the bottom (there
were no guard rails), but
Lunch stop, the Ship Inn, subscriber the drive was very lush
beer mugs await their owners visit.

By Sandy Hall
Tidewater MG Club

W

hen we first arrived at MG
2008, Terry, Sue, Richard
and I signed up for the Bucks
County covered bridge tour. Since we
were the last car to line up for the tour,
20

tour guide Terry Allen looked at me,
gave me a two-way radio, and told me
I was his “drag” car. I politely thanked
him for not referring to us as his “drag
queen.” After a short lesson in how to
work his fancy radio, we were off.
It was about a 45-minute drive to
the first covered bridge. If I had known
MGB Driver
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Book Review

Flatlanders Head for the Hills

Limited Edition: The Last of the Abingdon Classics
Robert Rushing

O

The group at the lunch stop at the Ship Inn, a British brewpub in Milford, N.J.

and green.
During a large part of this drive
out, there was a creek along side of us.
I was amazed at how green everything
was. After touring two bridges, we
crossed the Delaware River into Milford,
N.J., where we had a wonderful meal at
the Ship Inn. The restaurant also is a
brewery that very proudly specializes in
English beer. Again, I don’t drink beer,
so I can’t fill you in on these details but
from the smiles on the faces of all those
that drank beer, it seems it must have
been delicious. The owner explained to
us the process of brewing the different
beers, the differences in English and
American beer, and the time it takes for
the process from beginning to end.
John Wright, also a member of the
Keystone Region MG Club, joined us in
his 1948 MG TC and invited us to his
garage to see his collection. We all took
a vote and decided we would love to
22

add this to our tour. Since we recently
bought a 1948 TC, Richard was salivating and wondering what other cars
he might own. He lived just over the
river in Pennsylvania, so after our fill
of food and beer, we were off to see his
collection. In his garage was an Austin
Healey, an MGA, a TC, a Morgan, a
MGA coupe Works Car raced at Sebring,
and another car being brought back to
life.
After approximately 30 minutes,
we were once again on the road to tour
four more covered bridges. The tour
started at 9 a.m., and we were back at
the hotel at 4 p.m., so we had a very
long but wonderful day touring the
covered bridges of Bucks County. There
were a total of 12 cars in the tour, four
of which hailed proudly from Tidewater. This was our first MGB show and it
was truly a great experience.
MGB Driver

•

March / April 2009

ur very own MGB Registrar
– Ken Smith – has done it again!
He’s produced an excellent work
on one of his favorite subjects – the
MGB. For those of you who don’t know
Ken, he’s been a life-long MG fan owning numerous examples of the marque
over the years and was a long time
fixture at Moss Motors. He is a former
editor of both the MGB Driver and Moss
Motoring (now British Motoring).
Currently, he is
co-editor of
North American
Classic MG
magazine and
is the author of
the excellent
book, Aspects of
Abingdon. This
time around his
focus in on the
last of the line at
Abingdon – the
MGB Limited Edition.
Produced
from late-1979
through 1980, it
was introduced as
a way to help flagging sales; but with
a design that was
becoming dated, an
engine that was way
down on power, and
with a very strong
pound-to-dollar
exchange rate, the LE wasn’t exactly the
sales success they hoped for, with some
hanging around in dealerships long
enough to be titled as a 1981!
However, the LE was a stylish
package and has proven to be very
popular with enthusiasts over the years.
One only needs to attend a NAMGBR
convention to see the large number of
those shiny black cars with their silver
MGB Driver
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side stripes
lined up on the field. Speaking of that,
I’ve always compared MGB LE owners
to mothers of new-born babies – they
all look alike, but the owners never fail
to recognize their own nor do they ever
grab for the wrong door handle!
In Limited Edition: The Last of the
Abingdon Classics, Ken covers all the
details – production numbers, copies
of original dealer sheets, and full-color
photos of the unique details that were
part of the package.
He also includes
some of the advertising, original
correspondence,
production photos, and a nice
section of owner’s
personal ownership stories at the
end of the book.
This 80-page
book is very
nicely produced
(layout was
done by Kim
and Charles
de Bourbon)
and has been
printed in a
limited run of
just 251 copies. (For those
of you not
familiar with the
long-standing MG tradition – 251 was
the Abingdon Factory phone exchange
number and was used as the first number for most of their cars. So instead of
starting with number 001, they started
with 251.)
Limited Edition: The Last of the
Abingdon Classics: $25 per copy includes
shipping and handling. To order, send cash
or check payable to Classic MG, PO Box
8645, Goleta, CA 93117.
23

MG 2009 Update
MGs in Breckenridge

Four miles north of Breckenridge is the Dillon Reservoir, more than four miles wide and five miles long.
This part of the reservoir is called the Blue River Arm
By Bob Gloyd
MGCC Rocky Mountain Centre

M

G 2009, MGs in Breckenridge,
promises to be a highlight of
your summer! The planning for
both driving and non-driving events is
well under way and the MG 2009 committee is working hard to provide you
with a memorable time in the beautiful
Kingdom of Breckenridge.
Read on for a rundown of our main
events. Remember, everyone is invited
to take part in any or all of the events
(except for the Car Show, which is limited to British and other cars of interest),
so no matter what you drive, even rental
cars, we welcome you.
For those of you that can arrive in
Denver early in the week, we are working on making visits available to Clive
Cussler’s automobile collection, the
Denver branch of the LeMay collection, and possibly the Shelby American
Museum in Boulder. You can also tour
the Denver Mint or the museum at
Red Rocks, or drive down to Colorado
Springs to see the Garden of the Gods
and Pikes Peak. (See our website for a
more comprehensive list of options.)
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Paul Dierschow at Sportscar Craftsmen
will also be providing altitude tuning
for your MG at no cost.
On Wednesday, June 24, we will
unofficially start the week’s events with
the Gateway to the Rockies Tour. This
tour from Denver to Breckenridge follows mostly two-lane twisty roads past
dinosaur tracks, Buffalo Bill’s Gravesite,
over the road where BMW-MG altitudetested the MGF, through old mining
towns, across the Continental Divide at
over 11,000 feet, and into Breckenridge.
The main objective is to stay off I-70,
but there will be escape points along
the tour where you may choose to take
a more direct route. We are also working on tours from Grand Junction for
western visitors and one from Colorado
Springs for those coming from the
south and east. Wednesday early evening we will have an opening reception
and orientation for all attendees.
Thursday, June 25, guests will
have their choice of driving either
the Silver Dollar or the Kingdom
Come & Gone Tour. The Silver Dollar
Tour should take four to five hours to
complete, while the Kingdom Come &
Gone Tour is a longer seven hour drive.
25
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Grand Touring

and what a better way to see that
part of the country and get to
know my new car to boot. I’m a
big believer in driving my MGs,
and the call of the open road was
just too strong.
Planning was key. It was to
be a 2,400 mile journey by the
time I was done. As a member of
NAMGBR, I made sure my handy
little Mutual Aid Directory was
up to date so there’d be a great
network in place across my route to
which I could rely on if needed. I then
readied my “road” tool bag with some
key spares and double checked it against
John Twist’s emergency roadside list in
the back of the directory.
I UPS’d that kit ahead of my arrival
to Dan in Atlanta, so when I arrived it
was there waiting, and I didn’t have
to check it through the airport. I also
brought a GPS as well as a 2009 atlas
for the printed reference. With that I
mapped out a few key points of interest,
roughed out the mileage figures and the
schedule given my five-day window. I’d
planned for most every contingency
including snacks, cold weather, and
music.   My AAA-Plus membership
was current (three 100-mile tows per
year). Everything was set on this side.
On Dan’s end, he was kind enough to
change the oil for me and generally run
it around a bit before I got there just to
be sure.
I flew in on the red-eye from L.A.,
and Dan was there to greet me with his
family at 6 a.m. We made a quick side
trip to the Waffle House for a warm-up
of coffee and then pick up his new 1980
MGB south of town. We had a nice, if a
bit wet, drive in it back up to his house
in Alpharetta from there. The garage
door opened and there was the GT, just
as described! I was thrilled to finally
see it in person after waiting some two
months. Having been on a plane and
then in a car for the last eight hours
or so, it was nice to stretch out a bit as
I packed my gear in the car. Dan and I
Photos provided by scot t perry

Both of these fun tours will follow the
same route to Leadville, Colorado. At
that point you will make the decision
to either continue on the Silver Dollar
route past Camp Hale and Minturn or
take the Kingdom Come & Gone route
over Independence Pass (12,000+ ft)
to Aspen, and then on to Glenwood
Springs before returning through Vail
to Breckenridge. On both tours, participants will answer questions about what Beaver Run Resort lobby, Breckenridge, Colorado.
they find/see along the route as well as
Go to YouTube.com and search for MG 2009 for
a series of tie breaker questions upon
a short video on this event. Bob Gloyd is your host.
return.
The Country Boy Mine is an historic
On Thursday afternoon, we will
gold mine right in the heart of Breckenhave the first day of the Funkhana, a
driving and passenger ‘skills test’ put on ridge where you can enjoy a mine tour
and sample wines from the western
by The Motorway Ltd. We will also hold
slope of Colorado.
the MGCC Rocky Mountain Centre’s
Car events culminate with the Peak
soon-to-be-famous Rallye School for
Nine Car Show and Concours on Saturthose participating in Friday’s TSD
day, held next to the ski area base at the
(Time/Speed/Distance) Rallye. There
Beaver Run Resort. We will be having
will be afternoon Tech Sessions at the
Peoples’ Choice Voting for all cars enhotel as well as a fun Walking Tour
tered in the show along with Concours
of Breckenridge for those who need a
judging for select MG Midgets, B’s, and
break from driving.
1100/1300s. (See the NAMGBR web
Thursday night, enjoy a delicious
site for Concours rules.) The traditional
BBQ dinner at the Backcountry Brewery
Valve Cover Races will take place during
in Frisco, a quaint mining town just
the show. Of course, Saturday evening
miles from Breck. After dinner, stroll a
will be Banquet and Awards night in the
few blocks to the park where the Town
ballroom at the resort.
of Frisco is offering a special concert in
In additional to our planned
our honor. The Town will also close a
events, Breckenridge and Summit
couple of streets for MG parking - just
County offer a host of other activities to
for us!
enjoy. Breckenridge Stables is right next
On Friday, June 26, the MGCC
to the resort for those wishing to take a
Rocky Mountain Centre will present
horseback ride. The outlet stores are just
the Gold Rush Rallye. This Time / Speed
down the road in Dillon for shopping
/ Distance (TSD) rally will challenge
adventures. If it has been a good snow
drivers and navigators to interpret
year, Arapahoe Basin Ski Area may still
route instructions in the Colorado high
be open for those wanting to try to ski
country. Sign up soon to secure one of
in shorts. Vail, just a short jaunt over
the limited 100 spots available! You can
the hill, offers gondola rides to the
download the rally rules and a guide
mountain top for outstanding scenic
to rallying from the MG 2009 web site,
vistas. Mountain biking, hiking 14’ers,
www.mg2009.com. We will also have
roller blading, golfing, and hot tubbing
the second day of the Funkhana as well
(in one of seven hot tubs at Beaver Run
as Tech Sessions at the hotel and the
including a massive 20-person hot tub)
Walking Tour of Breckenridge.
Friday evening, please join us at the are all available to make your trip to MG
2009 as busy or relaxing as you wish to
Country Boy Mine for a Mine & Wine,
make it.
Cheese & Chocolate event (beer, too!).

Scott with heavy snows in Flagstaff.
By Scott Perry
1974½ MGB Registrar

I

’m an MG guy. Like most of us, I’ve
had a several Bs and a couple Midgets
through the years. The one car that
intrigued me was the B/GT, particularly
the rubber bumper variety. Having only
been made for the U.S. market for a few
months in late-1974, it wasn’t likely I’d
find one in any shape. I looked off and
on for years but never as much as a lead
came my way, despite being in California, where old MGs seem to abound.
Still, that’s the one MG I kept my
eye out for. Imagine my delight when
I saw one come up for sale in October
that was not only clean and original,
but in my color of choice and with
overdrive! Having found the car from a
fellow enthusiast on the MG Experience
BBS, it gave me the added confidence
needed to buy the car sight unseen
despite it was clear across the country in
Atlanta, Ga.
In talking with the owner, Dan,
it became clear the car was very well
sorted mechanically by the previous
owner, a master British auto mechanic
of 20 years. I had planned to ship the
car; but as I looked at the map to coordinate the route, I noticed it ran directly
through a part of the country I’d always
wanted to visit. Hmm, the gears turned
and soon a plan was hatched to drive
it home. Why not? Dan was willing to
hold the car for me, I had the time off
over the holiday break, gas was cheap,
MGB Driver
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Grand Touring

Road tours have beautiful grand open vistas that makes the adventure worth while in your MG.

went over the last bit of details before I
set off into the Georgia misty morning!
The first day’s run was to Memphis,
one of the focal points of the trip for
me. As I left Atlanta and the sun began
to rise, the misty drizzle lifted and it
was dry, if a bit cloudy, for the rest of the
day. Much of the route was an off-interstate highway through Alabama and
Mississippi, which had some of the most
picturesque country I’ve seen, a real
slice of Americana. I kept a nice leisurely pace and just enjoyed the sights. The
nearer I got to Memphis, the darker the
sky got and just as I made it to my room
for the night, the skies opened and it
was a gully-washer of storm. Lightning,
thunder, flooding, severe weather
warnings ... what a scene! During a
break between storms, I managed to
sneak out for some of that Memphis
barbecue and the GT delivered me in
comfort, warmth, and safety despite
the flooded roads and water splashing
over the hood. I had a feeling from that
point on that this was a solid car and I’d
have no trouble.
The next morning was clear and
sunny and it remained so for the rest of
the trip. It was cold however, by California standards, ranging from 19-50º F
for the duration. I toured Memphis, saw
Graceland and enjoyed some more of
that famous Memphis barbecue. This
town was easily the highlight of the trip
for me, and didn’t disappoint. I knew
from the outset that my schedule didn’t
allow for too much lollying around. It
was to be fairly business-like from here.
28

I had three 500-mile days in there to
conquer so it was off to Interstate 40 in
Arkansas and eventually Oklahoma by
day’s end. The following days saw us
traveling through Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona, and eventually California.
Arkansas was fairly picturesque
with lots of lakes, boats, and scenic
landscapes to enjoy. People are really
friendly down south and the MG was a
big hit, it received many compliments
and “atta boys” for being out there on
a cross-country run. Oklahoma and
Texas were largely open range and
long stretches of flat, endless highway
between towns. I quite enjoyed that,
just being out in the middle of nowhere
with my new MG in complete comfort
with a nice heater and fantastic sound
system. It was very peaceful. I had
periodic breaks where there’d be an
Indian trading post where I could fuel
up and sample the touristy flare (Moose
Burgers).
When I reached New Mexico,
I stumbled on a stretch of the old
Route 66 that is somewhat alive and
well. There were lots of motor inns and
roadside diners with a certain electricity to it not unlike Las Vegas. I’m sure
the heyday of this route must have been
exciting, I got just a taste. In western
New Mexico, I started in with the
increase in elevation to the Continental Divide (7,275 feet). With that came
more topography, the beautiful red rock
areas, and of course, snow. The change
in scenery was a nice contrast to the
plains of Oklahoma and Texas. I hit my
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coldest point of the trip in
Flagstaff, where the snow
was a few feet high on
the sides of the road and
the overnight temperature dipped to 19º F. It
eventually warmed when
I dropped down into
California, and eventually
made it home.
The car handled
the trip flawlessly. I can
see why these are called
The quality is not quite what it used to be.
GTs: “Grand Touring” is what they’re all
Despite the fact I covered a lot of
about. With that big “movie screen”
ground in those five days, I kept the
windshield and quiet cabin, it is
highway speed to 65 mph and the
ideal for this kinda of run. Truly, it perRPMs low and slow (2800). Overdrive
formed like a modern car with plenty
was essential for this trip, truly. A big
of power to handle today’s highways, a
thanks goes out to Dan for selling me
great heater, wonderful road manners,
this wonderful car and to everyone
and super comfortable seats. The fixed
who offered advice and help on the MG
roof and extra weight really transforms
Experience BBS.
it versus the roadster, and it’s like a BritI would recommend a trip like this
ish Cadillac on the open road. This one to any and everyone. With MG 2009
in particular, as I said, was well sorted
coming up, there couldn’t be a better
so despite the fact I brought all those
opportunity. You’ll encounter all sorts
tools and spares, I didn’t have to brave
of enthusiasts and colorful characters,
the freezing I-40 shoulder to address
as well as have a grand adventure you’ll
any breakdowns. Part of this I attribute
be reminded of every time you drive
to luck, but also into going over the car
your car. Plan your route, allow some
system by system, first, before setting
time for the sights, and ready your car
out. Add to that just taking it easy.
– it’ll be well worth the effort!
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Grand Touring

Basic B

By Barry Rosenberg
Peachtree MG Registry

I

thought I would give a few tips on
how to make your car perform better
this driving season. Then I found another bad brand-new part and instead
thought about just ranting against the
quality, or lack of, in our replacement
parts. I decided to do both. First, a few
symptoms and tips on how to correct
them.
If you are driving a steady speed of
around 60 mph and feel a slight surging,
your carbs are just a tad (small adjustment less than a little but more than a
smidge) lean. If you have HS-style SUs,
turn the adjustment nut one or two
flats down to richen. If you have the
later HIFs, turn the mixture screw in a
half-turn. With Strombergs, you need
the special Allen wrench to adjust the
mixture. About a quarter-turn should
do. You may need to readjust the idle
and then test drive.
If you have popping and backfiring
from your carbs when you accelerate, just
add a little oil to the dampner. That
backfiring through the carbs means a
lean mixture also, but more so than the
slight surging does. On acceleration, the
oil in the dampner gives the mixture
the richness it needs. If you get a lot of
carb backfiring when cold starting, you
either need oil or the choke adjusted
to allow a little more gas in when cold.
If you adjust the choke, remember to
adjust the fast idle also. This is usually
a screw that rides on the choke cam on
MGB Driver
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the side of the carbs.
On carbs with a manual choke, it
is best if you press down the accelerator
pedal when pulling the choke cable.
It relieves some tension on the choke
cable because you are not dragging the
fast idle screw along the choke cam. It
does not put any gas into the carbs so no
need to pump the pedal.
If you have later Strombergs with
an automatic choke, you have many
options for a solution to your problem. The easiest to test is to rotate the
choke body and richen the mixture
that way, but you need to be careful as
you can create a water seep or pop the
whole choke assembly off the carb as
the three retaining screws are often
loose. So check their snugness before
rotating anything. If you are not very
familiar with the automatic choke,
you may want to leave that to a professional to screw up. It can be taken apart
and repaired, but there are a few exact
clearances that need to be set to make it
work correctly and there is the smallest
O-ring in there that you have ever seen.

Does your brake pedal feel a little
soft but you are sure that you are loosing
no fluid? Try adjusting the rear brakes
correctly. Safely jack up the rear of your
car. Back off the hand brake cable a little
and then turn your brake adjuster until
the wheel rotates with just a tad scraping noise. You do not want them too
tight. They should still be easy to turn
by hand. After adjusting the brakes,
readjust the parking cable so that when
31

Basic B
you pull the handbrake about half way,
the wheels lock. On some cars, you
may need to look by the drive shaft
for the cable adjuster. If your cable has
stretched and you really do not want to
replace it, they make a cable shortner,
yes they do, and these work reasonably
well.
Do you have a vibration between 55
and 70 mph only? Then get your tires
trued, not balanced. You’ll have to find
a shop with a tire lathe and they will
turn the tire perfectly round on the car
then balance them. This will cure your
vibration from your wheels. If your wire

the pad and the piston, not from the
pad surface and rotor. The flashing adds
a dampening effect and ends the noise.

wheel is not perfectly round, but solid
with no loose spokes, the lathe will
correct it. It may not be necessary to get
new wheels.
If you have halogen headlights, relay
them before your switch goes bad like
mine did. It has been discussed enough
on how to do this so read about it and
do it. (I have preached this one before,
but have not yet taken my own advice.)

Do your front brakes squeal when
applied? If the pads and rotors are good,
remove the pads and cut a piece of roof
flashing the exact shape of the pad (the
flashing should cut easily with scissors).
Get some brake quietner and spray the
back of the pad and not the front. Let it
get a little sticky and adhere your shim
to it. Replace your now shimmed pads
and bleed the brakes if necessary. That
should take care of the squeal and last a
long time. There used to be some Lucas
shims made from soft aluminum, but
they never lasted very long as they were
too soft and the caliper piston cut thru
them very quickly. The squeal comes
from a vibration between the back of
32
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Now for my short rant about bad
new parts. I put a brand new Borg and
Beck clutch in an MGB last week. At the
same time, I rebuilt the clutch hydraulics. After putting it all back together
and bleeding the system, I found that
the clutch did not fully release or disengage. More bleeding and eliminating
the play from the clevis pins (the pivot
point in the pushrods) did not improve
things. So, I pulled the master and took
it back apart. Well, I didn’t actually pull
it this time, I removed the guts only. I
took another rebuild kit and compared
seals. One was different; the main pressure seal was just a tad too long and was
not allowing the fluid to properly fill
the master cylinder bore.
A quick rebuild again and more
bleeding made the pedal feel a little
better. Success, I thought. As this car is
owned by a short person and set up for
them, I could not drive it; but I could
test it and it still did not work. By now,
I had had enough and decided to pull
the engine back out as there had to
be a problem with the clutch unit. 45
minutes later, I had the pressure plate
off and was comparing it to the old one.
All clearances looked correct.
I put it in my press and used a big
socket to push down on the center section as the throw-out bearing does and
watched what happened to the clamping plate. There are three holes in the
cover that you can see through. In two,
the plate pulled up into the cover, as it
should. However, in the third, it pushed
away from the cover. That would put
more clamping force on the disc and
never let it release. It was a bad pressure
plate.
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This was the first bad Borg & Beck
I have ever seen to be bad. It was new
old stock (NOS), not something made in
the last two or three years. It had been
sitting in storage waiting to go into a
friend’s car. With another new pressure
plate in hand – tested before I installed
it this time – I had the car running in
about three hours and all worked as it
should have the first time.
Two bad new parts on one car; how
lucky can I get. It is getting ridiculous
that so many parts are bad. I wasted a
day not believing the parts could be
bad before pulling it all apart again and
another day wasted fixing it.
So remember, if the shop you use
lets you supply your own parts, be
prepared if they have to charge you
twice to do the repair. They cannot be
responsible for faulty parts they do not
supply. If they supply them, they are
responsible and should not charge you
twice. Just do not get mad at them when
they tell you the part is no good. Almost
all the parts come into this country
through Moss and they do not make
most of them. Local suppliers do not
make them either, and can only replace
them when they fail.
I just wish that labor were covered,
as we lose a lot of time and money
having to do the job more than once. I
guess that I will now check, even what I
consider the best parts, before installing
them.
Would you believe it if I said that I
do not like to replace condensers in the
distributors, as so many new ones are
faulty? If the car is running OL when
it comes in, I will not want to replace
a good working condenser with what
could be a bad new Lucas one. I would
rather use an aftermarket one in that
case.
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Making: Inside

the Octagon 1 & 2

By Gary L Watson
Roadster Productions, Inc

T
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he things we decide in
our youth do, indeed,
create the paths that we
follow later in life. In 1977, I
was buying my first new car.
It had to be a sports car. It had
to be a convertible. And I soon
found myself in a showroom of
British Leyland products. Being
young and unschooled in many
things, it really didn’t matter
which flavor of sports car I chose.
The dealership had one Triumph
TR6 left on the showroom floor.
It caught my attention, but being
on a strict budget, I found the price
tag too high. The same was true of
the MGBs. And that left me with the
choice between the Spitfire and the
Midget, both of which I could afford.
Noticing my inability to make a decision, the salesman discreetly suggested
the Midget was a better deal. I drove off
the lot with a chartreuse Midget, and
that decision began the first mile on the
road to my eventually producing two
videos about the history of the MG Car
Company, Inside the Octagon and Inside
the Octagon 2.
MG ownership inevitably led to
MG enthusiasm and club membership
in the Houston MG Car Club. And then
there was the decision to become the
newsletter editor for the club. In 1990,
I decided to mark the 10th anniversary
of the closing of the MG factory with
a special commemorative issue of our
newsletter that told the story of the MG
Car Company, from its inception to the
end.
As I researched the story, the idea
of creating a documentary film came to
mind. I worked as a cinematographer
shooting other people’s films, and I
knew it was time to make my own. The
MG story seemed to be just the right
subject matter. I wrote to John Thornley and Jean Kimber Cook through the
MG Car Club in England to inquire

Soundman Tim Himes and Gary Watson filming
in Oxford. (1992)
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Dave Renner interviews Jean Kimber Cook at
her home on the Isle of Wight. (1992)
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about their interest in participating.
Very soon afterwards, I received
positive responses from both;
and I was ready to start.
The most difficult thing
about filmmaking is not actually making the film. It’s raising the money. And filmmaking is very expensive. At first,
we self-funded the production,
putting money into shooting the
first interviews.
In January of 1992, I traveled
to England with soundman Tim
Himes and fellow HMGCC club
member Dave Renner with several
cases of equipment and a box of
16mm film. We spent a week driving
around England to film the interviews
with John Thornley, Jean Kimber
Cook, Don Hayter, Wilkie Wilkinson,
and Jim Simpson. We shot footage of
Oxford for the opening of the film.
We filmed at the British Motor Industry Heritage bodyshell plant where
new MGB bodies were being built and
interviewed managing director David
Bishop.
The next year I returned to England with my wife, Rosalind Young, to
film an interview with race car driver
Mike Edmondson and shoot footage
of pre-war MGs. Once I started editing
the interviews, it became clear that I
had a three-hour movie. So I decided to
make two videos, pre-war and post-war.
The plan was to complete the pre-war
film and fund the post-war film with
proceeds from sales of the first.
I began filling in the blank spots
with vintage newsreel footage from
British Pathé and photographs from
BMIHT. Licensing these items for use
turned out to be a costly budget line
item, and soon my credit cards were
maxed out. I formed a limited partnership in 1994 and raised the money I
needed to complete the film in 1995.
Inside the Octagon, MG: 1921-1945
was critically successful and has been
seen all around the world. But critical
success doesn’t always mean financial
35
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Making Inside the Octagon

Gary Watson films an interview with Mike
Edmondson. (1993)

success, and the funds for the post-war
sequel never materialized. I worked
to find a way to keep the project alive,
filming some cars in Texas in the mid1990s and filming an interview with
racing legend Phil Hill in 1999. But
costs for archival materials kept going
up and there didn’t seem to be a way to
realistically complete the film. Finally,
I sent all of the original 16mm negatives
to a long-term storage vault in California.
The cost of Inside the Octagon took
its toll. An MG TC basket case project

I started in 1987 lay half-finished in
storage and was eventually sold. It was
increasingly difficult to maintain my
Midget; and, sadly, it was sold after 23
years of ownership. For the first time
since 1977, I no longer owned an MG.
But I continued to be interested in
things MG, and every time I attended
an MG event, I was asked about the
post-war film. Knowing that I had a
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Gary Watson and Dave Renner filming in
Oxford. (1992)

the ever-increasing costs of the
archival footage and photographs. I wrote a new budget
for ITO2 to see just how much
money would have to be raised.
About that same time I read
an article about a filmmaker
who was well known for a series
of documentaries he had made.
He was working on a new film
that was timely in nature and
his normal funding processes
were not coming through fast
enough. He appealed to his
Gary Watson prepares to use his 1977 Midget as camera
platform to shoot traveling shots as gaffer Mark Wells, driver audience through his Web site
and raised enough money to
Bill Jones, and grip Sean Devine look on.
finish the program. I saw this
treasure trove of MG history stuck in a
as a model that could work for Inside the
vault really bothered me. The personal
Octagon 2 so I contacted the Southwest
stories of people who were inside the
Alternate Media Project (SWAMP), a
factory and inside the record-breaking
non-profit media arts organization in
events would not be heard publicly.
Houston. SWAMP will select projects
And beyond the disappointment of not
for sponsorship and serve as a non-profcompleting this labor of love, from a
it umbrella for fundraising. Doing so
practical standpoint, I had a substantial
allows sponsored filmmakers to solicit
amount of money already invested in
tax-deductible contributions to SWAMP
a production that now seemed dead.
earmarked for the project. Inside the
Then somebody suggested that there
Octagon 2 was approved for sponsorship
were MG enthusiasts who wanted the
and that began our fundraising effort.
film finished and would be happy to
We revamped our Inside the Octagon
help pay the costs.
Web site and announced that we were
In 1995, when Inside the Octagon
looking for help and offered incentives
was completed, digital editing systems
for donors. A first edition DVD was
were in their infancy – slow, expensive,
offered for $50. Donors giving $100
and not quite ready for final product
would be listed in the credits. And for
output. However, in 2007, the world
$250 or more, donors would be pictured
had changed and the digital desktop
in a digital photo album on the DVD.
editing system became a ubiquitous,
Donations started to come. Then the
cost-effective tool. Add to that
the advent in recent years of
low-priced, high-quality digital cameras that far surpassed
the video standards of just a
few years earlier, and a new
technical pathway for Inside
the Octagon 2 emerged.
These new technologies
were helpful, but there were
still real costs involved to
complete Inside the Octagon 2.
First, the 16mm footage that
had already been produced
needed to be transferred to
Filming an MGA coupé from the back of Gary Watson’s 1977
digital video. Then there were Midget.

The camera is strapped to the back of Dave and
Linda Renner’s MGB for a traveling shot through
downtown Houston.
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Edward Kirkland discusses the next shot with
Gary Watson. The camera is mounted on
Edward’s MGTB for traveling shots of an 18/80.
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Gary Watson films Wilkie Wilkinson as
Dave Renner listens.

Dave Renner, John Thornley, and Gary Watson.
Photos provided by gary l . wat son

Houston MG Car Club got behind
the effort and made the first substantial contribution. Officers of the
Houston club began spreading the
word and support came from individuals as well as clubs across the US.
Large contributions came from
the Texas MG Register, NAMGAR,
and the Southeastern MG T Register.
Word of the production reached
England, and the MG Car Club T
Register threw its financial support
behind the film.
Gary Watson prepares to use Edward Kirkland’s MGTB
I was encouraged by the
as a shooting platform. (1993)
response and began personally inThe last newsreel footage was orvesting again in the production as well.
dered and cut into the program. InterThe interviews were digitized, and the
skeleton of the film began to take shape. estingly, the last two cars that needed to
be photographed were Austin-Healeys.
I videotaped MGs, most of which were
The Houston MG Car Club hosted its
provided by members of the Houston
club. I purchased the newsreel footage a annual All-British Motor Expo on Oct.
18, 2008, and after the show, I quickly
few seconds at a time as money became
photographed an Austin Healey 100-4
available.
and an Austin Healey 3000 on some
As the gaps in the video began
nearby country roads as the sun was
to be filled, I felt it was time to invite
setting.
Peter Thornley, John Thornley’s son, to
And then it hit me. I had gathered
Houston from Atlanta for a screening to
the last elements necessary to complete
make sure the content was as accurate
the video. The final footage was cut in.
as possible. I taped an interview with
The program was screened carefully
Peter while he was here, which became
for technical errors, and the DVD files
a bonus extra for the DVD.
were created for duplication. On Nov.
At long last, the video was nearly
21, 2008, we issued the news release anfinished, still missing some newsreel
nouncing that the Inside the Octagon 2,
footage and some new footage of cars. I
MG: 1946 – 1980 had been born. It was
was impatient to finish. It got the best
18 years since I conceived the idea, 17
of me, and the credit cards came out
years since I started planning the proone more time.
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Making Inside the Octagon

John Thornley answers Dave Renner’s questions as
soundman Tim Himes records the audio.

duction, and 16 years and 10 months
since the first footage had been shot.
Looking back at photos taken during the first production trip to England,
I notice the skinny guy with lots of dark
hair behind the camera. I have to remind myself that that was me starting
on a tremendous journey whose scope I
had no concept of at the time.
The support of so many enthusiasts
has been both gratifying and humbling. I made many friends during the
production of Inside the Octagon and
MGB Driver
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Gary Watson, Dave Renner, and Jean Kimber
Cook after the interview.

had some once-in-a-lifetime experiences. Some of those friends are no longer
here with us in person, but I’m happy
that they are still with us on film.
And you know, if I can sell enough
of these DVDs to pay off my credit card,
perhaps I could buy myself another
MG. Come to think of it, that MKI
Midget we filmed was for sale. Hmmmm……
Information about ordering Inside
the Octagon may be found online at www.
insidetheoctagon.net.
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MG 2008 • Road Warriors
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Adventuring group of MG Road Warriors preserve a moment for posterity.
By Johan & Renee Petersen
MG Car Club of Toronto

P
Get the first 10 Years
of the MGB Driver
on 2 CDs!
For the true MGB enthusiast as well as the
curious dabbler into the world of vintage Morris
Garage. Now you can have all the complete early
issues of the MGB Driver on your computer.
These 1991-2000 issues, many of which are no
longer available in print, contain valuable and
informative technical articles. Articles by MG
authorities like Bob Mason and John Twist and
other MGB experts as well as our own member
amateurs.
Send credit card numbers with expiration date or
checks payable to:

NAMGBR - Back Issue CDs
PO Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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Included are historical articles by David
Knowles, Wilson McComb, and Ken Smith. Plus
all the original serialized version of “Aspects
of Abingdon.” Enjoy the quizzes, trivia, humor,
restoration information and all the other
entertaining and informative advice you can’t get
anywhere else!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.

O n ly $ 3 0
for NAMGBR members
$60 for non- members.
I n c lu d es s h i p p i n g US
& C a n a da o n ly.
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lanning for the trip to MG 2008 in
Valley Forge started at the beginning of the year. With the help of
Google maps, the route was plotted and
a search for suitable accommodation
began. Scenic roads as much as possible,
some sightseeing, and overnights with
some history and character were the criteria for the trip. The states of New York
and Pennsylvania have a lot to offer.
With six cars, we left on a sunny
22nd of June. We almost lost one car
due to a thermostat problem early on,
but luckily that was resolved and we
joined with the rest of the group in
Grimsby and all of us continued on to
cross the border at Queenston. After
about an hour of lining up we were able
to cross the border and then another 45
minutes to clear U.S. documentation.
Our final destination that day was
Olean, N.Y., where we arrived around
5 p.m. Rain and thunderstorms threatened (and materialized) so that night
most tops were raised. When checking
the weather forecast every morning for
the following week, it promised severe
thunderstorms and rain, but we were
very lucky and encountered very little
bad weather.
MGB Driver
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The morning of June 23 was sunny
as we departed to pick up our pre-arranged picnic box lunches. We crossed
into Pennsylvania and followed the scenic Highway 6 across the hills. A stop at
the Pennsylvania Lumber Museum provided a much needed break in the park
with Johnny-on-the Spots. Unfortunately, the museum was closed, but here
a local gentleman stopped to admire
our cars and suggested that we drive
to Lyman’s Run State Park, a winding
narrow road – perfect for MGs, he said.
Upon departing the museum one car
would not start. Several taps on the fuel
pump got it going. Hmmm... I remembered my experience when we drove

Leaving the hotel in Olean, NY. Drying off and
preparing the boot for the days journey ahead.
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MG 2008 Road Warriors

On a more scenic setting, a lunch break on the
Susquehanna River.

John Burrows’ car required a bit of adjustment.

When food takes a long time to get out of the
kitchen, group talents emerge . . . who knew?

to Gatlinburg in 2006. The first time is
a warning, after that you are probably
out of luck. Lyman’s Run was indeed a
great MG road, and after our picnic at a
dam we proceeded to the Pennsylvania
Grand Canyon near Wellsboro.
On our approach to the canyon I
passed several of our group’s cars and
noticed a very strong gas odor. When
parking at the canyon we noticed that
one of the B’s was oozing gas from the
back of the car. A quick inspection under the car showed a split fuel line. This
was quickly repaired and we could all
enjoy the beautiful surroundings and
views at the canyon. Some of us tackled
the hike of about 1.5 hours to the bottom and back – well worth the effort!
On we drove to Wellsboro where we
spent the night at the Penn Hills Lodge.
Wellsboro is a pleasant town, streets
lit with gas lights and many historic
buildings to walk by which we did after
dinner to round out the day. Later that
night we had rain.
June 24 was another sunny morning. Box lunches were ready for us at the
hotel and most of us had an excellent
breakfast at the diner across the street.
When it was time to leave a car would
not start. Although a push did not help,
a boost did and we were all on the road.
It appears that leaving your lights on
after you switch off your engine drains
the battery! Along the way we stopped
at a Radio Shack (really off the beaten
track) where many of our group picked

up odds and ends. Mountain laurel (the
official Pennsylvania flower) adorned
the lovely hilly country roads. Our destination that day was the Felicita Lodge
and Spa just north of Harrisburg.
Before leaving Ontario, we had
issued instructions to the group with
the routes, etc., and I had also informed
the group that we would be traveling at
posted speed limits. I was therefore concerned that every time I went 50 mph
or faster, the group would fall back. One
car in our group was reluctant to travel
over 50 mph because the revs would be
at about 4,500. Sixteen cars traveling on
two-lane highways at 10 mph below the
speed limit backs up traffic and makes
for impatient drivers trying to overtake,
creating the potential for dangerous
situations. I therefore recommended to
the group that we split into two parts.
One group would travel at 50-plus, and
one at 50-minus. We split into a group
of six and 10 as the majority chose the
lower speed. We are very grateful that
John and Liz Burrows offered to lead
the second group. Liz did a great job at
navigating.
Unfortunately, half way to Felicita,
another car quit. We stopped to wait
for group number two. We got his car
going, but only for a short distance.
We towed him to a truck stop where
everyone joined them. It was a very hot
day and some of the group took shelter
under the shade of a truck trailer – probably the only time you want to be under

a truck! (Trailer trash?) A new alternator
was installed and after a long while the
car was once more running. Another
car limped to our destination as his fuel
pump kept on quitting.
We arrived at Felicita mid afternoon. It is a beautiful resort and we
made the most of the large outdoor pool
and some went for a massage. Dinner
was reserved at the resort’s golf club
restaurant – good food and the two
waitresses did their best, but the service
took forever as they had neglected
to take on extra staff for such a large
group. To make matters worse, they ran
out of draught beer half way through
dinner!
Making pyramids out of empty

beer cans helped pass the time. It seems
that some members at the other end of
the dining room found this to be quite a
temptation because soon one particular
member was trying to knock the cans
down by throwing the small butter
tubs at it. And indeed he was successful,
accompanied by much cheering from
the whole group. After dinner and a
walk through the beautiful gardens, we
retired to our lodge while others went
to work on replacing the offending SU
pump.
Day 4 was again a sunny morning.
We had breakfast outside overlooking
the beautiful valley. After picking up
our box lunches, we drove to our next
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Enhancing a long day of
driving, a unique dining
and drinking experience
really rounds out the day.
Here at the Seneca Lake
Lodge in Watkins Glen,
N.Y., was a great lunch
stop for the group.
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Photos provided by johan & renee petersen

A repeating process for the trip: petrol, biobreak, and snacks or drinks.
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destination – Hershey Chocolate World.
We toured the Chocolate World and
the nearby automotive museum, had
lunch in the park there and then drove
on to our final destination of Valley
Forge, arriving there around 5 p.m. It
was very hot and humid, so the outdoor
pool was great. We were welcomed by
the Philadelphia MG Car Club and
NAMGBR, with approximately 340 cars
registered for the event and a fun week
of activities.
Our club had the most members
participating outside the host club.
At the closing awards ceremony on
Saturday night, Peter Mittler presented
MG 2010 which will be held in Belleville, Ontario, and hosted by our club.
We reminded the participants that the
MGCCT hosted the first NAMGBR convention in 1992 in Peterborough.
Sunday we left at 8 a.m., had lunch

John Twist’s rolling tech sessions here.

at the Wagon Wheel in Shickshinny,
Pa., drove along beautiful fun roads,
arriving in Watkins Glen, N.Y., around
5 p.m. after driving 235 miles. We chose
to stay at Seneca Lodge on the return
trip due to its strong automotive heritage. The Lodge was built in 1948 for
the first Grand Prix at the Glen. We enjoyed a good dinner, visited the historic
bar and on the next morning we led the
group around the original track.
We all made it to Valley Forge and
back and had a lot of fun – what a great
group to travel with! Renee and I really
enjoyed organizing this trip, the great
camaraderie and the beautiful winding
leafy roads of Pennsylvania. We really
appreciated everyone’s patience and
good sense of humor with the occasional navigational glitches and various
car problems. Would we do it again?
Absolutely!

MGB Driver

By Mark Shelley
San Diego MG Club

I

t was 5:30 am on a Sunday morning
as I pointed the nose of the GT north
on the I-5. With the sun coming up,
Creedence Clearwater Revival on the
stereo, and plenty of coffee on hand,
it was looking to be a promising trip.
Ahead lay 360 miles of road, most good,
some bad (Los Angeles), but mostly
scenic and fun to drive. The plan was
to take the I-5 then the 405 and branch
off along the Santa Monica freeway
and travel north through Malibu on
Highway 1, only taking the 101 when
necessary.
Why is it that early Sunday morning in L.A. is probably worse than rush
hour, with every nutcase out to run
us off the road? We did reach Santa
Monica with only a few close shaves,
one or two so close that it almost ended
the trip before it started, but we did get
there and promptly headed north to
escape the city of the insane ASAP.
The Malibu coast is a nice drive
especially once you pass the Topanga
beach area, good roads and early in the
morning not crowded with Harleys and
soccer moms. We had a great run up
through Point Mugu, past the Air National Guard Station, and back on the
101 through Ventura to Santa Barbara.
At Santa Barbara, I diverted to the 154, a
pleasant drive through the San Marcos
Pass to Lake Cachuma. This is a great
scenic route on nice wide open roads

Stopped for a pose near Highway 1 bridge.

Canadians made their presence known by their great participation at MG 2008.
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The ultimate destination, MG 2008 show field.

Photos provided by johan & renee petersen

MG 2008 Road Warriors
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Skirting the beautiful Pacific ocean.

with plenty of bendy bits to keep the
interest up. From the lake it was a quick
run into the back of Solvang. Solvang
is a Danish community so there are
plenty of bakeries filled with delicious
Danish pastries. Well worth the stop.
After a feed of creamy delights and
a look at the antique shops, it was back
on the road, over the 101 at Buellton,
and through the back roads (246) past
Lompoc and Vandenberg Air Base. The
drive through Guadeloupe on the Cabrillo highway takes you through farm
land to Oceano where we stopped for
some fresh fruit from a road side stand
(best apples I have eaten for a long time)
then back on the 101 with a quick stop
at Pismo Beach to admire the pelicans.
The run up to San Luis Obispo passes
some nice coastal scenery then it was
back on the 1 to Morro Bay.
Morro Bay is a great stop with good
restaurants and plenty of eclectic shopping, but the main attraction for me
was a chance to view wild sea otters out

Couldn’t resist a vineyard along the way.
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Upon visiting the water, otters came to say hello.
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Great part of any adventure is the scenery.
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by the rock at the entrance to the Bay.
There are other critters to admire
as well. The Morro Bay Aquarium is
also well worth a visit as it has tanks
of local fish life, and at $2 entry is
hard to beat for value. It is worth the
money just to feed the rescued sea
lion and seal as well. The sea lion performs for his food and is fun to feed.
         Suitably fortified with ice cream,
it was a quick run up to Cambria and
our motel at San Simeon where after
a quick refresh we were of to the local Tour bus parking lot with a tug boat, why not.
supermarket for a few supplies.
Here is proof it is a small world:
breakfast and then a visit to San Simeon
While in New Zealand, Helen visited
Bay. This is a beautiful bay adjacent
a gallery in the South Island and fell
to the Hearst Castle. The pier juts out
in love with a large ceramic plate that
into intensely blue water dotted with
was unfortunately too big to fit in her
kelp beds. There are barbecues and
luggage. While we were driving north
picnic tables for public use and no entry
on this trip, she brought up the subject
charges. An excellent place to stop for a
about the plate again as she is wont
picnic!
to do on occasion, lamenting having
Then for a cruise on what must be
to leave it behind in the gallery. After
one of the very best touring roads in
settling in to the motel, we went in
the US, the 1 to Big Sur. The scenery is
to Cambria to have a wine tasting at
outstanding to the point of distraction,
Fermentations, a nice little wine shop
running off the road while admiring
on one of the side streets and who
the view is not just a possibility, it actushould be there tasting wine as well
ally happens to some people. The barbut the very same artist who has the
riers have the scars to prove it. We went
galley in NZ and made the plate Helen
up as far as Julia Pfeiffer Burns State
so admired. He was traveling the coast
Park just south of Big Sur. I chose not to
by motorcycle with his American
go further as we were entering the areas
girlfriend. The world gets smaller and
badly damaged by wild fires earlier in
smaller doesn’t it?
the year and work was in progress on
Monday, it was up early for a quick
the roads and surrounds.

Photos provided by Mark Shelley

San Simeon

The Hearst Castle is a great stop.

Sebastians Grocery aka: a snack break.

This road is amazing, with challenging sections as well as wide open
stretches with sweeping fast corners, I
do have to say obeying the speed limit
sort of went out the window in a few
places – I just could not help myself.
I recommend this road to anyone in
an MG. These cars out-handle most
modern cars in this environment. It is
the sort of road they were designed to
drive on.
On the way back, a stop at Gorda
was called for as the need for ice cream
was dire. Good thing I did not need gas,
$6.57 a gallon was a bit more than I was
prepared to pay. It was a trap for the RVs
though as they need to refuel there on
the trip up the coast, they seem to burn
gallons per mile, not the other way
around. The trip back to San Simeon
was a bit more leisurely with plenty
of stops to admire the view and watch
the dolphins and seals actively chasing
schools of mackerel off the kelp beds.
Tuesday, it was up and away for an
early morning blast over the 46 to Paso
Robles for breakfast at Annie’s Diner,
best breakfasts in the area. Then it was a
tour through the back roads to various
wineries for a few samples of their fine
product. These are wonderful tree lined,
shady roads that wind over the hills between Paso Robles and the coast. There
are more wineries than can be visited
in a week so we chose a few of the better ones – Adeladia, Coyote Creek, and
Opolo, as well as a photo of Eagle Crest
where the owner has built his vision of

an English castle.
A wrong turn found us on this
newly sealed back road that was simply heaven for a sports car. A mix of
hairpins and wide open corners, dips
and hollows, and best of all, no other
cars! Lots of fun was had until the road
ran out at a dead end so I had to turn
around and do it all again, what a
shame.
After sampling the latest in available vintages, it was back to San Simeon
Bay for a picnic tea then back to the
motel for an early night to prepare for
the drive back. I won’t bore you with
the reverse of the trip up; but is was just
as much fun, with stops in Cayucas for
coffee, Morro Bay for fish and chips and
delicious grilled oysters at the fish shop
on the wharf, and Solvang for more
pastries.
    Most of the gear heads will be asking,
well how did the MG run. Pretty good
overall, apart from the odd infrequent
backfire through the carbs. I took
enough tools to do an engine overhaul
and never had to touch them. In all,
we did over 1000 miles for a 1/4 quart
of oil, no water, and quite a few tanks
of gas less than our Bronco would have
used. We did get a bit hot and bothered
when encountering 100+ degree heat
with no air conditioning, but it was
bearable. I can recommend this trip to
anyone with a LBC who wants something different to the back roads of San
Diego.
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Perseverance

By Lloyd Faust

By Paul Konkle
San Diego MG Club

(Editor’s Note: Lloyd is a long-time
NAMGBR member who has extensive
experience and a strong understanding of
what constitutes originality on MGBs. He
will be writing occasional articles on the
subject for the MGB Driver. Here is a brief
introduction from him.)

H

i everybody … Lloyd Faust here. I
hung out on the pages of the MGB
Driver quite often years and years
ago, under varying names (to stay one
step ahead of the angry mob). Poor Ken
Smith, not only did he have his responsibilities as editor, but he also had to
serve as referee far too often. I’m older
now and more mellow, so I thought I’d
try this again ... I’ll even use my real
name. Here goes. I’m going to write a
reoccurring column on “originality”.
I know that’s risky, but I really am
kinda uniquely positioned to do this. I
have been under the influence of MG
for most of my life. I lived next door to
the owner of the local BMC dealership
when I was a kid and my first job was
cleaning the inspection stickers and
bumper tape off brand new MGAs when
they were fresh off the boat (OK, no
need to do the math ... I am old).
I progressed up to service manager
and then moved to California to attend graduate school. Let me tell you,
there will never be anything again that
compares to living in SoCal in the 1970s
if you were into British cars. It always
seemed like I had at least a dozen of
them hanging around. I bought MGB
#30 (GHN3L130) in 1983. It was advertised in the LA Times as the 16th MGB
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made (Commission number was 16) for
two weeks with no takers. I bought it
for $500; those were the days. The first
200 cars were sent to SoCal, NoCal, and
a few to Portland. There were quite a few
survivors until I started parting them
out (I cut up six cars with numbers
lower than 100).
I consulted on the re-introduction
of the MGB body shell and was one of
the four guys who built that first shell
into a car (TAX 192G) on television at
the NEC in Birmingham, England, in
May 1988. I was one of the proof readers (along with John Twist) on Anders
Clausager’s book, Original MGB. I
raced MGBs and built a couple of works
replicas. When my race car was at the
Monterey Historics, I talked at length to
a former works mechanic who insisted
that he had worked on my car ‘back in
the day’. Believe me the only way you
can pull that off is to know something
about what was original. I even married
into MG royalty (well, sort of).
I realize that most everyone in the
NAMGBR is a “modifier,” or personalize their cars to some extent. There
are very few people who really try to
be 100 percent correct. It can be very
hard, given that the car’s worth when
finished will most likely not reflect the
effort that went into the restoration.
Believe me, it is hard for me to walk a
concours field and see Chinese bumpers
and body panels that don’t fit right.
Much less to look a little closer and
see that “original” really isn’t understood all that well. So let’s give it a go
... and see what happens. Let me know
your thoughts or areas of concern at
c4coupe@msn.com.
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O

ur last racing weekend
of 2008 started out very
rough and didn’t get better until almost noon on Saturday. We left Thursday evening at
Paul Konkle and pit crew.
about 7 p.m. to let the traffic die
down, in order to take advantage
“What’s on the trailer?”
of an open test day on Friday. Mike
“A car”
Haynes, painter of cars and general bon
“Is the car drivable?”
vivant, rode up with my wife, Belinda,
“Yes, but I can’t drive it on the
and me in the Winnebago, with car and
freeway.”
trailer in tow. Mike said there’s a great
“Why not?”
Mexican place in Norco, and he’ll pick
“It’s a race car”
up the tab. He’s been going there for 15
“We don’t cover race cars!”
years; but now, it’s boarded up. That’s
“The problem isn’t with the car,
all right, says he, there’s a really good
it’s with the motor home.”
cowboy steak place up here that’s excel“We’ll call you back”
lent too. It is now a McDonald’s. We
Callback:
eventually found a Mexican place in a
“We’re sending two tow trucks, one for
strip mall – the name was as forgettable
the motor home, and a second one for the
as the food.
trailer.”
Back on our merry way, we hooked
“OK.”
a left on the 210. Just coming in to
“We’ll cover the motor home, but
Glendora, Calif., we heard a BANG,
you’ll have to pay COD for the second one,
whop-whop-whop-whop, and the
since we don’t cover race cars.”
“Fine, whatever. When will they
engine died. Mind you this is in a 29be here?”
foot Winnebago towing a trailer on the
“30 minutes or less.”
freeway. The truck driver to my right
Which turns out to be true. The
saw what happened and slowed down
first one got there about 10 minutes
to let me over to the shoulder (a miracle
later.
in So Cal).
“Do you know where the fuel inertia
The tread had peeled off the right
switch is on this thing?”
front tire on the Winnie, but it was still
“Nope, but maybe the other guy
holding air. Damaged the fender, and
coming does.”
peeled the running board back to the
Which also turns out to be true.
rear most screw. So, we thought, we’ll
Now it starts and runs, and the tire is
just take the running board off, slowly
miraculously still holding air. So, the
drive down to the exit and figure out
first guy is going to follow us to Wallyhow to take care of this. It would not restart! We figured out pretty quickly that world (WalMart), which is on the next
exit. The second guy leaves after I slip
the fuel inertia switch had been tripped
him a $20 and thank him profusely,
by the impact of the tread, but we could
‘cause he just saved me about 80 bucks.
not find it anywhere. So, a call to AAA:
Stopped at Wallyworld’s parking
“What kind of vehicle is it?”
lot, signed the guy’s AAA stuff, and gave
“A 29-foot motor home”
him a $20 bill, too. Two of the best tow
“OK, we cover that. Are you towing a
truck guys I’ve ever met. It is now 11
trailer?”
p.m. We pull out the cooler and some
“Yes, I am.”
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Photos provided by Paul konkle

Thoughts on Originality - Part 1

Perserverance
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chairs, down a few brews, and shoot the
breeze until about 1:30 a.m. The “Tire
and Lube Express” doesn’t open until 8
a.m., when I meet Mafeed.
“I need a LT225/75 R16.”
“I only have that in 16 inch, not 15.”
“Yes, that’s what I need, a 16
inch.”
Mafeed doesn’t hear so well.
“Let me check in the back, I think I
have one.”
Which also turns out to be true.
“Where is your vehicle?”
<Pointing> “Right there.”
“Oh, that’s an RV.”
“Why, yes it is”
“I don’t know if we can do that.”
“How about if I take the wheel off
and just give it to you. Can you mount
and balance the tire?”
“Yes, we can do that.”
“Great”
So, I start the generator, plug in an
extension cord, pull the three-ton floor
jack out and jack up the right front. I
grab the electric impact gun, and voila,
the wheel is off in 30 seconds.
Mafeed: “Wow, that was fast!”
“Yes, I’m kind of in a hurry”
Our test day at the track is now
down to a half-day, at most, by the time
we got the new tire mounted and balanced. I rolled it out to Mike, who put it
back on as I went in to ravage my credit
card yet again. OK, off we go, it’s just
after 9 a.m., and the rest of the trip goes
just fine. We rolled in to the track about
11:30 and started getting unloaded. The
half-day test session starts at 1 p.m.
I went out for the first run, and
the car had an occasional miss at about
4000 RPM. We checked that the plug
wires were all attached. We checked the
cap and rotor, all the usual suspects.
Mike took it out. He says, yeah it has
a little fuffle; but not too bad, the car
is usable. So, we looked at a few more
things. I got in the car, pressed the starter button, and “Click” of a solenoid, but
nothing happened. We bump started
the car, figuring we’d troubleshoot the
starter during the next open-wheel
session. Now the miss was at about

5200-5500 RPM. I could have lived with
it at 4000, but at 5500 it’s just starting to
come on the cam.
More troubleshooting. Discovered
the starter has broken off one of its
mounting “ears.” Great, now no starter
either. Put a trickle charger on the battery thinking maybe the starter pulled
the voltage down, which was giving us
the miss. Done for the day, let it charge
overnight. Next morning, bump started
the car. It ran and seemed to rev OK.
Out for morning practice, the car is now
spitting, sputtering, farting under load.
I pulled in before the green flag even
dropped. I didn’t want to hurt the car
trying to drive it when it wasn’t right.
The only things we hadn’t replaced
were the coil and the plug wires. I
drove into town 10 miles away in my
daughter’s truck, carefully obeying all
the traffic laws. Found an AutoZone
and got an Accel coil. Plug wires for an
MGB? I can have them here by 12:30 if
you call me by 11:30. Qualifying starts
at 1. I need to be on the grid at 12:45.
I’m not going to be in town anywhere
at 12:30. Back to the track. Installed the
new coil, bump started the car - nothing! It wouldn’t even fart. Checked the
coil to cap wire for resistance – it was
open circuit. The new coil must have
blown apart the few remaining strands,
because we had checked it for continuity the night before. Got a replacement
wire from another racer (Thanks, Kit!),
bump started the car, zzzzing, it runs
and revs just like the car I remembered.
Took it down the access road and
goosed it. The thing just leaped forward.
I was a happy racer once again.
I didn’t have a practice time, so
started qualifying from the back of the
pack (34 cars). Made it up to 23rd before
I ran out of laps, but was second in E
Production. In Sunday’s race, I couldn’t
catch the guy ahead of me in EP due to
traffic, but I did pass quite a few other
guys. So, second in EP, but more importantly, qualified second and finished
the race in second, which gave me the
lead in the points. So it started out looking like a disaster, but ended up being a
really good weekend overall.

New Rotors

Lucas Parts: New and Improved!

A

nyone trying to keep a Lucas ignition system running properly has
found that the quality of parts
has suffered over the years. Ignition rotors are a particularly weak point, prone
to internal shorts, loosening rivets,
poor fit, and in some cases they actually
contact the cap! Advanced Distributors
is now offering unique replacement
rotors that solve all the common issues
and offer durability for years rather
than weeks or days. They retail for $15
a pair, so you always have a spare! Most
Lucas 4- and 6-cylinder distributor
applications made between 1948 -1974
are covered. Advanced Distributors can
be contacted through their website at:
http://advanceddistributors.com or at
(612) 804-5543

NAMGBR
and Next Gen Register Recognized

The new Next Generation Register
was recognized by Hemmings Motor News weekly e-mail newsletter for
encouraging participation and recruitment of members under twenty-five.
Our very own 2008 NAMGBR Enthusiast of the Year, Ed Sweeney, was
highlighted as one of the Next Gen
members.
Congratulations to James Woolf for
pursuing the founding of this Register
and for his active commitment to growing our ranks!
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Magnetic Drain Plugs

Magnetic drain plugs, according to
an SAE paper which describes carefully
documented tests, will double the life
of transmissions and differentials. They
extract all ferrous metal which the unit
is continually creating and which may
pass through and damage highly polished bearings with the unfiltered oil.
The same is true of engines that do not
have full flow filtration.
Blair Engle is now offering both engine and gearbox magnetic drain plugs
to help catch iron pieces to reduce wear
or to help prevent damage if the pieces
are larger. He has sizes to fit MGA/B as
well as XPAG T-Series cars. Prices range
from $20-$35 plus shipping. Blair can
be reached at (850) 385-2921 or bengle001@comcast.net.

Big Bend MG Club hosts
NAMGBR Regional Show, May 1-3

The Big Bend MG Club of Tallahassee, Fla., will be hosting a regional
North American MGB Register event
May 1-3. The club is sponsoring a barbecue buffet dinner on Friday evening
as well as providing complimentary
breakfast on Saturday morning and
lunch that afternoon. The car show
will take place at the Tallahassee Automobile Museum (www.tacm.com) and
will include scenic driving tours and
tech sessions given by Glenn Lenhard
51

MG News
of Glenn’s MGs. An awards banquet
will follow the show Saturday evening.
For more information and registration
details, see the club’s website at www.
bigbendmgclub.com. For hotel reservations, contact Staybridge Suites at (850)
219-7000, be sure to ask for the Big Bend
MG’s rate.

TRIPLEX Date Coding

Chris Roop of Roop’s MG submitted the following: TRIPLEX windows
manufactured in the 1950s through the
late-1970s can be dated with the ‘TRIPLEX CODE’ stamped into the glass.
Assuming that your car has the original
glass, it can be used to fairly accurately

date your car.
If you know the decade your car
was produced, just look for two dots in
the TRIPLEX logo on the glass. One dot
above T, R, E, or X gives the quarter of
the year the glass was manufactured: T
is Jan, Feb, March; R is April, May, June;
E is July Aug, Sept; and X stands for Oct,
Nov, Dec.
To find the year of manufacture,
look at the nine letters in the word
TOUGHENED. One dot below a letter
gives the year of the decade: T is 1, O is
2, U is 3, etc. If there is no dot, the year
is a zero.
This code also works if you have a
TRIPLEX window with the word LAMINATED instead of TOUGHENED.

Technical Talk

Dear John,
I have a 66 B. It has been running very
nicely until last weekend when it would not
turn over. I thought was battery, charged
it, cleaned all contacts...nothing. Had a
spare ignition switch and replaced it. After
cleaning and checking other contacts (fuses,
starter solenoid, and starter). I cranked it
up and it started (turned over) as normal.
After replacing the radio, tried to start it
again, and nothing. Retraced all previous
steps and still nothing. I know I’ve got good
connections because it will start if I do it
from the starter solenoid only. So is it the
key switch or do I still have a bad connection somewhere else. Please help!
Thanking you in advance — Joe
Joe,

Just getting anywhere in Colorado is a feast for your eyes.

From your notes it would seem
that the starter motor operates if
you manually push the button on
the starter solenoid. Yet, even after
changing the ignition switch, turning
the key to the start position will not
operate the solenoid. I have two tests
for you that will determine the fault:
First, use your test light on the WHITE/
RED wire that attaches to the starter
solenoid. Place one end of the test
light on the wire, the other to ground.
Test the switch 20 times. Each time
you turn it to start the light should
illuminate.
Next, use a jumper wire and jump
from the hot side of the solenoid
(the terminal with the heavy BROWN
wire) to the spade on the side of the
solenoid. This should operate the solenoid, which, in turn, should operate
the starter motor. Try this 20 times.
If you are getting an erratic light
from the ignition switch, then either
the connections at the switch are
faulty, the switch is faulty, or the wiring at the control box (regulator B terminals) is faulty. If the solenoid does
not work when directly energized,
then the ground is faulty (tighten the
screws holding it to the firewall) or
the unit itself is faulty.
John,
Any sage advice on the best way to
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
drain and refill the 1979 MGB cooling system? How about flushing/back-flushing?
Thanks for all your help over the years.
John Faith
John,
About the only way to drain the
system easily is to remove the inlet
hose from the water pump. By removing the top hose, you can use your
garden hose to flush out the radiator.
By removing the heater hose from the
heater control valve, you can place
your garden hose against that heater
hose and flush out the heater matrix.
If the other hoses are still connected
to the radiator, thermo housing, and
water pump, then the water pressure
will clear out the heater control valve.
This is the method we use in the shop.
Hi John,
If you could please answer a question,
I have a 1980 MGB which has a ZenithStromberg manual choke. It starts and runs
great. I tried a small air cleaner a while
back but soon found out it needed the original type as it must have the proper restrictions, I guess. Now it runs great again.
Since I have messed with the mixture
and air I still have it running good but
sometimes upon stopping the engine for
a short time, I get what seems to be vapor
lock. It cranks but won’t start. If I unscrew
the damper (where the oil goes into the
carb), I notice the cranking is a little faster
and she will start. I screw the damper back
in and drive away as normal. It doesn’t do
this all the time, but quite a lot. Any help
would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks — Steve
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Steve,
It’s not vapor lock really, but it is
a problem associated with the boiling
of the gasoline. Lifting the air piston
leans the mixture and that’s why you
can start the car much more easily
while doing this.
Here are some things that may
help: Ensure that the choke is working
well – as it moves to full choke when
the car is shut off; ensure that the air
diaphragm is not oversized (from carb
cleaner) and is supple (it can get brittle if the carb backfires and it heats
up). You can also ease starting by
holding your foot to the floor (hence
the throttle wide open) while cranking – this will lean the mixture more
than leaving your foot off the throttle.
There is not much you can do about
the under bonnet temperature, but
make sure both your cooling fans are
working. Hope this little bit helps.
Hello, John,
Hope you can help me. I had the head
rebuilt on my 1969 MGB with hardened
valve seats. The engine ran fine for a few
minutes then started skipping. I removed
the valve cover only to find a valve stuck
open. I removed the head and took it back
to the machine shop. The machine shop is
a reputable shop with an excellent reputation. He checked the head and polished the
valve stems and checked the valve guides.
I reinstalled the head and it worked perfect
for about five miles then it started skipping
again. I removed the valve cover only to find
another valve stuck open. The valves are
adjusted cold to the specification called out
in the owner’s manual. I have removed the
head again and plan to take it back to the
machine shop. The oil was changed as part
of the head work and the engine averaged
around 60 PSI of oil pressure. I have been
working with MGBs for many years and
have never had this problem. Have you
every experienced this problem?
Thanks —Don Lawson
Don,
The problem you have is with the
valve guide, not the valve. There are
two types of valve guides: cast iron
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and manganese bronze, the latter
type is a coppery color. The cast iron
guides require half a thousandths
clearance between the valve stem and
the inside of the guide; the manganese bronze require four times that,
or 0.002”. The little O-rings are not
sufficient to control oil consumption,
so with the manganese bronze valves
especially, use FELPRO umbrella oil
seals SS 70373. Your problem is not
uncommon at all – you only need to
open up the valve guides some.
Update from Don:
John,
Thanks for your assistance. I spoke to
the machine shop about the head and he
told me that he had to replace all the exhaust valves because they were rubbing the
guides. The new guides were the cast iron
type with a smooth guide surface. He told
me that he plans to cut ridges in the guides
and taper the lower part of the guides (apparently they were flat on the bottom). The
new guides were from Federal Mogul and
appeared to be cut differently from previous
guides for MGBs according to the machine
shop. He also plans to open the valve
guides some and install the small o-ring on
the valve stem. Hopefully this will correct
my problem. Thanks again — Don
John,
I have a Moss spin-on oil filter adapter
that came installed on my ’66 MG when I
bought it. I’m having trouble with the hex
bolt interfering with the top of the filter and
jamming the filter onto the hex bolt. Then,
it’s very difficult to remove the filter, and
when you eventually do, the hex bolt comes
out with it. This problem is documented
on the web at www.mgaguru.com. I’m
trying to use a NAPA 1516 (Wix 51516).
Just wondering if you know of another filter
element that works better with the Moss
adapter?
Dan Lamprecht
Dan,
I am no fan of those spin-on adaptors, that’s for sure! The best way to
take care of this problem is to take
the adaptor to a friend or shop with
a lathe and reduce the thickness of
the nut. That the nut holds the filter
proud of the sealing surface and al55
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lows the filter to leak!
John:
Do you have information in regards to
the 1971 MGB rear crank oil seal replacement and the reason for the engine oil leak
from the transmission housing (behind the
oil sump cover). Hope I could replace the
rear crank oil seal without removing the
crank shaft. The engine number is 18GBU-H-67858. Thank you for the support
Best regards — Mike Desilva
Mike,
There are two reasons that the
rear oil seal is leaking on your MGB
engine.
The inside of the engine may be
pressurized because the front tappet
cover ventilation hose is plugged; or
the seal/crankshaft may be faulty.
If the seal is faulty, the crank may
be faulty too. If the seal surface on
the crankshaft is grooved, repair it
with a speedi-sleeve from Chicago
Rawhide – part # CR 99350. Install
the speedi-sleeve backwards to the
instructions.
To gain access to the seal you will
have to remove the engine from the
car. Remove the clutch, remove the
flywheel, and remove the rear engine
bearing plate. You will need a new
gasket for the rear of the engine. You
should fit a new clutch.
Hi John,
My restored 1964 B develops a frontend vibration at about 30-35 mph and disappears around 45mph. The car has wires.
New tires, balanced, still vibrates. Rotated
all wheels several times and combos, still
vibrates. Toe-in double checked, ditto. Now,
the rotors are (probably) original but I did
have them turned and they are within tolerance. Could they be off-balance? Also, the
front hubs are original; could the splines be
worn enough (or off balance) to cause this?
Wheel bearings are new. Could it be that I
did not use the correct shims? The vibes are
subtle but annoying. Thanks, —Mike Love
Mike,
The only difference between
sitting still, engine revving, and doing 35 mph is that the four wheels
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and the driveshaft are turning. So,
all vibration begins at one of those
locations. A problem with a front
wheel will cause the steering wheel to
shake; a problem with the driveshaft
will cause a whole body vibration; a
problem with a rear wheel can also
cause the body to shake. If you let
your car roll down the street, engine
off, the steering wheel should remain
steady – there should not be a pulse.
If there is, then there is a lump or a
flat spot on the wheel.
Jack up the front of the car and
spin the wheels by hand. As seen
from the front, there should be no
wobble in the tread. Place your hand
on the tread and spin the wheel – you
should feel no flat spots, neither
lumps or scalloping.   If the wheels are
free from fault, then it’s a matter of
balancing.
There are two types of wire
wheels – Dunlop and Dayton. The
Dunlop wheels are made in India; the
Dayton wheels made in Ohio. The
Ohio wheels are far superior to the
Indian manufactured ones. Of course,
if one of the shocks is faulty, then you
can have a problem with vibration
as the dampers do just that, dampen
the harmonic action of the front coil
springs.
John,
This may be strange getting asked a
question from so far away. I’m in Sydney,
Australia, but I feel you would be the best
person to ask as I purchased an American
MGB LE and imported it to Australia and
converted it to right hand drive. This was a
Californian car.
I am not 100 percent happy with the
answers I am getting here as to the problem
I am experiencing with the overdrive on my
car, as most MGBs here are 3rd and 4th
gears whereas mine is only 4th gear.
I purchased the car 20 years ago at
105,000 miles and is now 116,000 miles.
At 101,000, the car had an engine short
block replacement and the clutch was
renewed. Once about three years ago after a
long and fast run I experienced the problem
first time and it has not appeared again till
recently, now this happens almost all the
time.
The problem is that when the car is
MGB Driver

•

March / April 2009

cold the overdrive behaves quite normal,
but when the car has warmed up after
10-15 minutes, I can’t engage reverse gear.
The gear will shift into gear but the clutch
won’t engage. I can turn the engine off and
come back a few minutes and all is fine, the
reverse gear engages. The other problem
is that I also the overdrive unit sometimes won’t engage in top gear, but this is
spasmodic. Something else that happens
very occasionally is that when accelerating
hard in 1st or 2nd the clutch appears to slip
for a second or two. Another thing that
may be related or not is that when coming
down a hill in third gear the clutch seems to
have trouble engaging. Now all this happens when the engine is hot and whether
engaged in overdrive or not.
When cold and in any gear the normal
clutch checks out, by not slipping and will
stall the engine. I have just drained the
gearbox and cleaned the filters and replaced
the oil with a Castrol GTX 20W/50 which
Castrol recommend for older vehicles and
this did not improve the situation at all, if
any thing may have made worse.
I have had such a vast range of opinions from o-rings need replacing and the
engine/gearbox needs to come out, to the
solenoid needs replacing, and a range of
other hints. That’s why I have come to you
as I feel you will put your finger on it right
away. If need be I am happy to phone and
discuss if can’t be answered in a few words.
I would prefer something in writing if you
have time so I can give to the person who
will be doing the repairs.
My feeling is that is something electrical, that I hope can be tackled from the
outside of the overdrive. If the car is driven
as is, will any damage be done to the overdrive? I look forward to your reply!
All the best from Down Under —Robin Rae
Robin,
The Federal and, I believe the
Canadian, specification MGBs, 77-80,
had a TCSA circuit (transmission controlled spark advance) which allowed
manifold vacuum to the distributor
advance unit only in 4th gear. All a
bunch of emissions junk. Since this
circuit was in place, and since 3rd
overdrive is nearly the same as 4th
standard, the manufacturer had OD
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work only in 4th gear.
That “lockout switch” is located
on the remote control housing and is
the least accessible electrical component in the car. It is temperature
sensitive (it shouldn’t be, but sometimes is). Therefore, sometimes it
will work when cool but not when
hot. You can check this by pulling the
gearlever rearwards when in 4th OD
(when the OD is not working) to see if
you can, by fiddling with the position
of the gear lever, get the overdrive to
engage. To change the switch all you
have to do is disconnect the center
and rear exhaust mounts, remove the
driveshaft from the gearbox, drop the
crossmember, and remove the console and elliptical plate beneath the
radio console. The switch is a 16 x 2.0
metric thread, so turning it 1/1000 of a
turn will free it up. There are orange
shims under the switch, selective fitted. If you install a new switch, try it
thirty times before reinstalling all the
pieces/parts.
Failure to reverse is a fault of the
oil pressure relief valve. Instructions
are attached. My view is that 99 percent of all overdrive problems can be
fixed from under the car. Read over
the attached info and write back.
John,
Do you true MG wire wheels or do you
know of anyone in the Midwestern region
that does? I live in NW Indiana.
Thanks — Michael Leonard
Michael,
I’ve never worked with the spokes
on a wire wheel myself, but I know
that it can take quite a while to get
right. Add to that the fact that most
of the spokes and nipples are rusted
together. In the end, it’s usually less
expensive to purchase new Dayton
wheels rather than have yours trued.
Hendrix Wire Wheel service in Greensboro, N.C., is the only shop I know
that does any work with wire wheels.
Hello,
I have a new cross-flow head. What
cam duration, lift, and timing would work
for my engine setup? The cam will be
reground to my specs. The lifters are the
later short lifters with tubular push rods. It
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Herb,
Remember that the cross-flow
head does not flow better than the
original cast iron head until you exceed about 5000 rpm – after that, the
cross-flow is really the nuts. Therefore, it’s not any better for “regular”
driving. Purchase your cam for the
rpm range you’ll be driving the car. If
you are going to be using the car on
the street, then I wouldn’t go much
more than about 270 duration. You
can ask for a little higher lift (origi-

John,
Could you please direct me to info
about the breaking in of a newly rebuilt
engine. I am having trouble finding any.
Thanks — Al Nuccion
Al,

There are a couple of things here.
First, make sure you have added extra
ZDDP into the oil. This will protect
the cam during run in. Then, get oil
pressure BEFORE you start up the
engine – FOR SURE!
Remove the plugs and spin the
engine until the oil pressure gauge
blips. I always leave the valves very
loose – something around 0.020 to
0.030 during the run in process. Run
it at 2-3000 rpm (whatever the cam
manufacture asks you to do) for about
half an hour. Then re-torque the head
and adjust the valves to 0.012 or 0.015,
whichever the cam manufacturer asks
for. Never walk away from the engine
– that’s just asking for trouble!

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday through Friday. (616) 682-0800
or you can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.

On the MG 2009 Driving Tour is Red Cliff Bridge on the way to Leadville. Only two steel arch
bridges within the entire state and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Our Valued Supporters

is bored .060 over, with the dished pistons,
the rods are lightened and polished with
ARP hardware, everything is balanced and
the flywheel has been lightened some (but I
don’t remember how much). It will be using
a long center branch header with a 1 7/8”
or 2” exhaust into a Supertrap. I have a pair
of 40DCOE Webers for it. Any ideas on
baseline jetting just to get it started? Also
what is the minimum clearance between
the cam and the rod bolts? The rods are not
the angle cut early rods.
Thank you — Herb Shirley

nal spec is 0.265 at the cam), but the
more the lift, the shorter the life of
the cam. Don’t forget to use ZDDP
additive when you change the oil.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

Hammer & Tongs Registrar

Midget Registrar
Col. Robert Swetzer
P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

New Generation Registrar

1974½ MGB Registrar
Scott Perry
538 Hooper Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93065
AndrewPerry34@gmail.com
MGB V8 Registrar • Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com
Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com
MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com
100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179
James Woolf
lbcnut@aol.com

Sell • Seek • Swap!
Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy
with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads
only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it
deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

PARTS FOR SALE

1965 MGB – w/4-synchro OD; new floors, rockers,
lower fenders, and body work. All put together
and aligned properly. Primed and ready to block
sand and paint. Running and driving car; original
engine with compression 150-153; wire wheels.
$2500; Rick Huber (225) 926-6946 or hubrick@
gmail.com
LA 010209

Car Trailer - trailer designed for T-Type cars
although it has also transported a TR6 with no
problems; power winch and a front shield to protect
the cars from stones etc, in excellent condition.
Need space so the price is right at $2500. Delivery
could be arranged or a convenient meeting place.
Geoff Wheatley (843) 341-6155
SC 010209

1979 MGB – Brooklands Green with gold LE-type
lower body stripe. Overdrive. In original unrestored
condition with 34k miles. Has won more than two
dozen 1st & 2nd place car show awards. This car
drives as well as it looks. Always garaged and never
driven in winter. $11,500. Also have a 1980 Triumph
TR8 convertible in similar excellent condition; 86k
miles; $14,750. I will sell these cars separately or
together for $25,000. If sold together will include a
four wheel car hauling trailer. Age related downsizing is forcing the sale. Frank Oglesby (775) 3225179 or flogles@sbcglobal.net NV 111208

MG 1100 parts – Used parts left over from at least

1972 MGB – red/black; overdrive; cruise control;
Dayton tubeless wire wheels; 4-wheel disc brakes;
extra nice, but not perfect. $8500, Bill Evans (402)
432-3840 NE 111208

Selling or Buying an MG?

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.
org/classified. Lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and
parts. A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find
part or that next project.

four 1100 cars used to restore one. All parts kept
except for car shells – chrome, glass, doors (twodoor versions only), drive trains, bonnets, trunks, etc
– too many parts to mention. Chuck Gilmer (616)
984-5049 or chuckgilmer132@nsn.com MI 02/03/09

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors
for high quality service or repairs.
We can attend to your entire MG or just a single
component. • MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475
• Clean & polished MGB HS carbs $575 • MGB HIF
carbs are $655
We can attend to your soft top, chrome, engine
or brakes. I bought my first MG in 1968, and
I’ve been working on MGs since! John Twist (#0101), University Motors Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street
East, Ada, MI 49301 • 616 682 0800 • www.
UniversityMotorsLtd.com

Where 2 ‘B

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance
to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2009
• Mar 7 ............... Celtic Festival and British Car Show, Zephyrhills, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Mar 21.............. British Car Day, New Orleans, LA • www.bmcno.org
• Mar 27-29......... GOF South, Crystal River, FL • www.classicmgclub.com
• Apr 4 ............... Extravaganza under the Oaks, Miccosukee, FL • www.nfbmc.com
• Apr 4 ............... 25th Annual All British Car Day, Winter Park, FL • www.allbritishcarclub.com
• Apr 17-18.......... Brits on the Bay, Pensacola, FL • www.pbca1.com

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers
• June 5-6............ Heartland MG Show, Overland Park, KS • www.heartlandmgregional.com
• June 6............... Cars of England, Westtown, PA • www.delvaltrs.org
• June 7 .............. British by the Sea, Waterford, CT • www.ctmgclub.com
• June 7............... Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ • www.mgdriversclub.com
• June 7............... British Return to Ft Meigs, Perrysburg, OH • lakeeriebritishnews.home.att.net
• June 14............. British Motor Car Gathering, Hellertown, PA • www.keystonmg.com

• June 24-28, 2009 – MG 2009, Breckenridge, CO • www.mg2009.com
• July 12 ............. British Car Day, Cincinnati, OH • www.bccgc.com
• July 13-17.......... NAMGAR GT-34, Hot Springs, AR • www.GT-34.com

• Apr 18-19.......... Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

• July 22-26......... AMGCR Event of Brutal Aggressives, Auburn, IN • (276) 388-3724
• www.mgcars.org.uk/amgcr

• Apr 18............... British Motor Classic, Tampa, FL • www.britishcarclub.net

• Aug 1 ............... Pennypacker Mills British Car Day, Schwenksville, PA • www.dvcmg.com

• Apr 18............... Brits on the Delaware, Kintnersville, PA • aghbop@aol.com

• Aug 1................ 25th Annual British Car Day, Dayton, OH • dayton25bcd@aol.com

• Apr 26 ............. All British Meet, Chico, CA • www.chicobritishcarshow.com

• Aug 6-9 . .......... Rally in the Valley, Eau Claire, WI • www.mmgg.org

• May 1-3............ Rendezvous 2009-NAMGBR Regional, Big Bend MGs • www.bigbendmgclub.com

• Aug 8 ............... Lord of the Manor, Pocono Manor, PA • www.keystonemg.com/events

• May 2 .............. Britfest 2009, Succasunna, NJ • www.mgccnj.org

• Aug 22.............. Long Island Car Show & Scottish Games, Old Westbury, NY • www.liscots.org

• May 3 .............. British Swap Meet & Show, Cleveland, OH • www.neoahc.com

• Aug 28-30 ....... British Marque Triathlon, Hancock, MA • www.mgdriversclub.com

• May 3 .............. British and European Car Show at the Williamsburg Winery, Williamsburg,VA
• www.wmbgbrit.com/carshows_local_regional_images.htm

• Sept 5-6............ British Car Show, Kansas City, MO • bayoung@dstoutput.com

• May 8-10.......... British Car Gathering, Townsend, TN • www.blountbritishcars.org
• May 15-17......... Carlisle Import & Kit Car Show, Carlisle, PA
• May 22-24 ....... Champagne British Car Festival, Champaign, IL
• www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com • altmgb2@yahoo.com
• June 4-7............ MGVR Focus Event, Virginia International Raceway • www.mgvr.org
• June 5-6............ British Cars & Cycles Against Cancer, Blytheville, AR
• www.carsandcyclesagainstcancer.com

Mountain Driving reveals the most
spectacular views. A driving tour takes
you to the highest point allowable by
car, over 11,000 feet.

• Sept 11-12......... Brits at the Shoals, Rogersville, AL • www.shoalsbritishcars.org
• Sept 13.............. Chicagoland British Car Fest, Des Plaines, IL • www.britishcarunion.com
• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 25-27........ Southeastern MG Fall GOF, Hiawassee, GA • calineel@aol.com • www.semgtr.org
• Sept 26.............. 30th Annual MG on the Rocks, Bel Air, MD • www.mgsofbaltimare.com
• rgl2mgbgt@aol.com • 412-817-6862
• Oct 24 .............. British Car Day, Charleston, SC • www.britishcarclubcharleston.com
• Oct 31-Nov 2..... British Car Day, Chattanooga, TN • www.southernbritishcarclub.org

A long shot of Turquoise Lake, 7.25 miles away
on the other side of Leadville, Colorado. Leadville is part of the driving tour for MG 2009.
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