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The Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

oing to the AGM was the first
time that I have ever been to
Colorado. I know I said this
about California, but I can finally
understand why so many people want
to live there. The overwhelming beauty
of the place was stunning. I drove my
wife crazy with my near giddiness as I
exclaimed “Wow!”, “Can you believe
this?”, “Look at that!”, etc, over and
over, every time we went around a curve
and took in a new vista. The roads
themselves blew me away as well. I cannot wait to get my B on them!
Luckily fuel prices are starting to
fall, so the cost of going to MG 2009
will be reduced. Still, it looks like it’s
going to be a tough road for the near future. What could be a better way to get
away from the stress of the times than
to pack your MG up and to hit the road
this summer?
Anyway, as we’ve made a tradition
of, the January/February issue of the
MGB Driver is our annual Tech Issue.
Highlighted this issue will be an article
on how to install a Pertronix electronic
ignition in your distributor and a few
cool modification like a foot rest and
seat cushion restrainer. One article I

appy New Year! I hope all of you
have enjoyed this holiday season
and welcome to 2009.
As we start our nineteenth year as
the definitive organization, we want
to welcome two new members to the
Executive Board. Denny Elimon will be
taking over the duties of Secretary and
Kim de Bourbon will be the new Vice
Chair of NAMGBR.
Both Kim and Denny are acclimating to their new positions within the
Register with the help of the outgoing
officers, Jerome Rosenberger and Richard Liddick.
A special thank you also goes to
Mike Grieco and Alan Magnuson for offering their names and campaigning for
the two vacant positions on the Board.
Both of these members are fine individuals and would have been a real asset
to the Executive Board as well.
We are fortunate this club has
members that submit their name for
election and then volunteer their time
to help make this organization better. I
believe the influx of new members onto
the Executive, Coordinator, and Register positions has infused new ideas into
our organization and made this a better
organization in the long run.
January also means we are five
months away from our annual convention, MG 2009. After a recent trip to
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Robert
Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
want you to pay particularly close
attention to is of the horrific accident
of the Shea’s MGB on their trip home
from MG 2008. Tires always seem to
be one item on the car that never get
nearly enough attention. I would like
to ask each of you to check the age of
your tires, the condition of the tread
and sidewalls, as well as the air pressure
in each of them (including the spare).
Make a habit out of doing this several
times every driving season.
I need some more “Reader’s Rides”
submissions. Surely you’d like to share
some pictures of your car and a bit of
your story with your fellow members.
By the way, have I mentioned that the
Driver is in glorious full color lately…

Robert
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Bruce
Wyckoff

Chairman
NAMGBR

Breckenridge, Colorado, all I can say is
Wow! The beautiful scenery will act as
the perfect backdrop to our upcoming
event. More importantly, the members
of the MG Car Club Rocky Mountain
Centre went out of their way to make
our visit feel at home with their warm
and enthusiastic welcome. The members of the club chauffeured us around
to view some of the venues for MG 2009
and filling us in on the history of the
area.
In addition to MG 2009, we have
a couple of regional events planned for
2009. The Big Bend MG Car Club of
Tallahassee, Florida, and MGs of Baltimore, Maryland, will be hosting events
for MG enthusiasts in their respective
regions. Watch the MGB Driver for more
details.
All in all, it promises to be a good
year for the members of NAMGBR. So
lets get those projects completed and on
the road. We’ll see you at MG 2009!

Bruce

By Bob Gloyd, MGCC Rocky Mountain Centre

On the Covers

By Mickey & Kathy Shea, W Michigan Old Speckled Hen MG Club

Front: Busy hands get this
MGB rolling on barbecue
night of MG 2008.

By Robert Rushing, Editor MGB Driver
By Simon Dix MG Club of St Louis

Back: MG 2008 Covered
Bridge Tour, an MGB just
does run right, and the
driver looks in deep for
the problem.

By Bruce WoodsonCentral Virginia British Car Club

Tech Talk

By John Twist, NAMGBR Technical Coordinator
MGB Driver
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Vice Chairman’s Notes

From the Treasurer

reetings from the Poconos! The
fun northeastern Pennsylvania spot that Charles and I call
home. We’ve got some big hills here,
but nothing like the Rocky Mountains
of Colorado, which we toured recently
during our trip out to Breckenridge for
NAMGBR’s Annual General Meeting.
We had a great couple of days out
there and can confirm that it’s going
to be a terrific spot for MG 2009 in
June. The roads and scenery are just
unbelievable and the town is fun, so
spend the winter planning out your trip
and getting your MG in shape. I can’t
wait to make the 1,780 mile drive and
to test my road-warrior 1966 B on the
mountain passes. (The clunky Chrysler
Pacifica we rented out there for getting

he fiscal year of 2007-08 was a
strong year for NAMGBR. Membership retention and new growth
from the excitement of the MG 2007
and MG 2008 events has improved our
bottom line by $11,238.13. The Annual
Financial Statement, October 5, 2007
– October 6, 2008, Profit & Loss statement accompanies this article.
Preparations are underway for MG
2009 in Breckenridge, Colorado, and
MG 2010 in Belleville, Ontario. If you
haven’t been to a national event, please
consider doing so. The events are fun.
The people you meet are wonderful MG
folks!

G

T

Kim de Bourbon
Vice chairman
NAMGBR

around during the AGM just didn’t cut
it, if you know what I mean.)
Anyway, I’m looking forward to
the next two years of service as the Vice
Chairman of the North American MGB
Register, which primarily means working as the NAMGBR liaison to affiliated
clubs and working with the MG
Council as it plans the All-Register MG meet in Reno/Tahoe in
2011.
Among my first jobs in the
New Year, as clubs reorganize,
is to touch base with each and
every affiliated club to make
sure our contact list of names,
mailing addresses, and e-mail
addresses is up to date. I’ll also be
making sure each club helps the
cause by having an up-to-date
NAMGBR membership application to distribute and a promotional ad to run in its newsletter.
New to the duties assigned
to the Vice Chairman is coordinating the distribution of
NAMGBR insurance certificates
for your club events. So if you’re
the show chairman for your
club’s big event, and need proof
of insurance coverage for your
venue, drop me a line as soon
as you have the date set, and I’ll
hook you up with a certificate
from J.C. Taylor. You can reach
me at vicechairman@namgbr.
From the left, Richard Liddick, Ken Smith, Bruce Wycoff,
net, or phone me at 570-994Peter Mittler, and Larry Macy take a break at the AGM.
The balcony is just outside the conference room, at the MG 5748, any time.

Kim

2009 site resort.
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Alan
Magnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR
Thank you for renewing your
membership in your local club and
NAMGBR. I’d also like to thank the
chapters of NAMGBR for the pleasure to
serve as Treasurer.
Alan

North American MGB Register
Income
Advertising
Car Show
CCard Fee
D&O Chapter
Dues
Regalia Sales
Shipping
Uncategorized Income
Total Income
Expenses
Advertising & promotion
Bank Credit Card Fees
Bank Service Charges
Car Shows
CC Internet
CCard Others
Insurance
MGB Driver

Profit & Loss
October 5, 2007 - October 6, 2008
Licenses and Permits
Merchant Account Fees
3,585.00
MGB Driver
2,015.00
Miscellaneous
752.00
Monthly Bill Pay Fees
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Mutual Aid Directory
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Office
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PayPal Fees
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Postage and Delivery
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14.85
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1,442.93
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From the Secretary

The MGB Registrar

H

A

s the new Secretary of the North
American MGB Register, I would
like to thank each and every
chapter affiliate club that took the time
to participate in the election process.
As your new secretary, I will strive to
maintain the high standards of the organization. If you have never taken the
opportunity to attend a AGM, I would
recommend that you put it on your list
of events to participate in next year.
I would especially like to recognize
the MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre, for serving as our host for the AGM.
Each participating member of the club
can take great pride in the AGM meeting. To my event host Steve Hart, you
made our visit special by adding a personal touch while visiting the area. All
NAMGBR members should be marking
their events calendar for MG 2009 to be
held in Breckenridge, Colorado, June
24-28, 2009. I look forward to returning to participate in MG 2009. Unless
you experience the beauty and offerings
of the area you could never imagine
how beautiful Colorado could be.



Denny Elimon
Secretary
NAMGBR
As your secretary, I look forward to
working with each and every member
and the club affiliate chapters. I call
upon all members to feel free to contact
me if I can help in any way. Please take
time to note the recent changes for the
secretary contact in the MGB Driver.
We have relocated the secretary duties
to the new office and it is now up and
running. I would appreciate members
taking time to list their membership
numbers on all correspondence; this
provides me with valuable information
to help locate members in our data base.
To each and all I wish you a happy
holiday season!

Denny

MGB Driver
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ello there and greetings for the
New Year! I trust it will be a
peaceful and prosperous coming
twelve months for you all. You will read
elsewhere in this issue the report on the
AGM held in Breckenridge, Colorado.
All I can say is that the Rocky Mountain
Centre of the MGCC are really on the
Ken Smith
ball, well prepared, and enthusiastic
MGB Registrar
to ensure you have a good time at MG
the black cars, while the white MGBs
2009 over June 24-28th.    
were reserved for drivers with advanced
So, this time I’d like to put somelicenses.
thing different in my column.... “NOT
Now, at this time, it was almost
MORE MGBs!” was the anguished cry
impossible for female officers to get
from my “nagavator”, Barby, as five new
on the advanced course and therefore,
MGB cars appeared on my breakfast
most of them were confined to operattable, October 22nd, my birthday! As
ing the black MGBs giving rise to the
many of you know, I already have an
myth that the cars were deliberately
extensive collection of MGB models
painted this way to separate the sexes.
in various scales, but the family and
Not so! A couple
friends found
of the white
others, which
cars were later
they knew I
repainted with
didn’t possessthe lower half
hence the new
of the body finarrivals!
ished in bright
The story
orange to help
behind three of
make the cars
the cars is interstand out in
esting and little
adverse weather
known in the
USA, but at one MGs, at one point the police car of choice in Lancashire, UK. condition and
together with
time, you may
the white MGBs
be surprised to
they patrolled the new Preston by-pass,
learn, the Lancashire Constabulary ran
Britain’s first stretch of motorway. The
MGBs as patrol cars on the new Preston
Lancashire police even used MGBs in
Motorway!! The Lancashire police had,
their driving display team.
until the seventies, the biggest fleet of
So the police cars made up three
MGs, including a large number of MGA
of the new MGBs for my collection.
1600s, followed by the MGBs, MGCs
However, there were two more addiand MGB/GTs. They employed more
tions, one of which was an MGB of 1967
than sixty MGBs of which forty were
vintage that had been used as a race car
finished in white and the remainder
most of its life. A fellow by the name
in black. Standard level drivers used

MGB Driver
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MGB Register

their web site-www.corgi.co.uk would
be of interest not only to MG aficionados, but also those who own London
Taxis, etc!
On another note, I was delighted
to receive a note from my old friend
Lloyd Faust, who has recently returned
to the MGB fold. It is doubtful if anyone
knows more about originality than
Lloyd, who at one time owned GHN3L
130. He wrote as follows: “One fact
struck me about the 1970 MGB/GT
from Portugal in a recent column of
yours. It is a 1971 model (not a 1970) as
One of Ken’s favorite birthday gifts
the 1970 model finished in August of
1970. The owner correctly pointed out
that car had a one piece rear bumper
of Julius Thurgood bought the car in
as it should as all 1971 models had the
1979 and had the desire to compete in
one piece bumper. The rest of the stuff
long distance driving events. Therefore,
is standard Euro-spec standard but the
Julius teamed up with brothers Rae
truly unique feature of the car is that it
and Graham Davis to form the Motorseems to have escaped being modified
build racing team in order to contest
when imported to the USA. In addition
the 1980 Willhire 24-hour event at the
to the smog equipment
Snetterton circuit in
and side marker lights,
Norfolk.
it would have had to
The rebuilt
have the padded dash,
MGB stood up well
collapsible steering colagainst much more
umn and various other
modern machinery
interior bits fitted. I
in this gruelling
didn’t see any interior
marathon despite
shots but when original
being sidelined with
the car should have had
a broken differential
a steel dash and large
in the early hours
4-inch gauges as well.
of Sunday mornIt wasn’t brought in
ing. Undaunted,
through California I can
the damaged axle was The Exmoor Rut - October 2008
assure you!”
repaired in the pits
More from Lloyd in
while the event was
still in progress using parts from an Aus- a future column.... That’s all this time
and thanks to our latest registrants of
tin A60 van found in a nearby breakers
the NAMGBR.
yard! The team resumed the race to finish 16th overall, winning £200 for their
Tom Hughes – 80 MGB
valiant efforts!
John Hyde – 74 1/2 MGB
My final birthday gift was a superb
Charles Cox – 66 MGB
1967 MGB Roadster in British Racing
Bruce Hornberger – 69 MGB
Green with real attention paid to details
Mark Warren – 74 MGB/GT
such as pull out door handles and corDwight Ball – 77 MGB
rect interior. This was one of a Limited
Oilive Aithie-Wilkison – 78 MGB
edition of 5010 models. The Willhire
Bob Hughes – 74 MGB
MGB was one of 1510 produced and
Robert Stafford – 70 MGB/GT
Dana Garner – 68 MGB
the police cars set was limited to 2310
examples. All the models, which are in
Happy MGB’ing!
1:43 scale came from Corgi and a visit to
Ken
10
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1100-1300 Registrar
“If at first you don’t succeed…”
keep that phrase in my head every
time I finish working on my 1100. I
also have thoughts about not taking
shortcuts and of just doing things the
right way the first time while I’m working on it. Someday I’ll actually listen
those thoughts and save myself a lot of
trouble.
Those who have been following my
tale of woe know that I’ve been chasing
an oil leak on my 1964 MG 1100. My
last theory was bad seals on the output
flange covers. Well, it wasn’t. I replaced
the seals and it still leaked.
My next stop was at All British
Car Repair in St. Louis. My friend John
Mangles, the owner, checked things
over with one of his cool toys. Using a
scope device he looked over the engine
while it was running and found oil
leaking from a small hole at the top of
the gearbox on the passenger side and
from a nut/bolt on the driver’s side. You
know how you go to do something to
your car and think it’s not a good idea?

I

Rupert takes the ferry with his MG 1100.
MGB Driver
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Bill
Fox
MG 1100-1300
Registrar
Well these leaks are the product of one
of those questionable ideas.
It seems at one point while putting
the engine and gearbox together the
first time it was suggested that I install a
“windage” tray. A windage tray is nothing more than a piece of sheet metal
mounted in the gearbox that keeps
oil from sloshing around and hitting
the crankshaft/connecting rods when
cornering, etc. Sounds like a good idea
but we couldn’t get it shaped so the
connecting rods would hit and the idea
was abandoned. This left three holes
that were drilled in the gearbox case for
the mounting. Those
are the source of my
leaks. I had sealed
them with the nut/
bolt that would have
been used along with
rubber washers inside
and out, plus a dab of
Permatex sealant.
I made an attempt to re-seal the
holes with a good
two-part epoxy and
while it seems to
have sealed one side
it is by no means the
cure. I will have to
bite the bullet here
and pull the engine.
Hopefully I can get
this done in the next
week or so, have the
holes properly welded
closed, and have it
back together soon.
11

1100-1300 Registrar
Chuck Gilmer, whose red 1100 was
the only one present at MG 2008 and
snuck into several photos in the last
Driver, sent me his car info and a little
background as to how he acquired it. He
bought the car from an overly optimistic fellow south of Atlanta. The typical
“cheap and drivable” find turned out
to be the typical “push it on a trailer
because it hasn’t run in years and needs
a lot of parts” car. Chuck reports he averages 32-34 mpg and the only problem
he can foresee is all the stuff his wife
can haul home in it.
I also got info from Eric Levac of
Quebec, Canada. Eric bought a white
1964 MG 1100 2-door. The car was
in Houston, Texas and he bought it
through eBay in 2005.
Ed Sauer of Washington reported in
with his red 1965 MG 1100 2-door. The
car was originally purchased new in San
Diego and remained with the original
owner until they passed away. It ended
up at a used car lot when Todd Miller
(Austin America guru extraordinaire)
bought it, repaired it, and then sold it
to Ray Maramara in New York. Ray decided to sell the car and had heard that
Ed was still kicking himself for selling
off a 4-door 1100 he once had.
Acting on a tip from Robert Rushing, I was able to track down Todd Russo

from Connecticut. Todd is restoring a
black 1965 MG 1100. He’s been having
problems with some parts sources but is
moving along.
I learned from the BMC 1100 discussion board on Google Groups that
Tomae Sotopov of Bellevue, Washington, has acquired a grey 1965 MG 1100.
Aaron Anderson from the Seattle
area was able to re-acquire the 1963 MG
1100 2-door he owned when he was in
high school, Aaron has had “Alice” back
for a few years now and has completely
restored her.
Steve and Liz Kovacs of Ferndale,
Washington, recently purchased a 1966
MG 1100 4-door from Aaron Anderson.
“Blackie” was purchased by Aaron a few
years back from another 1100 enthusiast and he used it extensively until Alice
was road ready.
Wait! There’s more. I had to resubmit my article so I could include it in
this edition. Peter Cosmides of Moorstown, New Jersey, just took delivery of
a 1964 MG 1100 4-door. The car was in
California and is almost totally unmolested – original paint, interior, 63000
miles. It had been on eBay and after it
didn’t sell Peter contacted the owner
and worked out a deal. Congrats Peter!!
If you have an 1100/1300 or know
someone who does, send me an email.
I’d love to hear about your car and put
you on the register.

Letters to the Editor
Hi Robert,
I have not been in contact with you for
quite some time so I have a list of things to
say. First, I really enjoy reading the Driver.
You are doing a great job. We are looking
forward to Breckinridge next year. The
usual suspects from Chicago have all said
they plan to attend.
I could swear I read an article in the
Driver about installing cruise control on
the B. My Christmas present this year is
an Audiovox unit. While I am sure I can
install it using the magnet on the drive
shaft, I thought the article had instructions
for using the ignition wiring. Is there an
index online?
—John Schroeder
John, I can tell you that MG 2009
should be great – the roads and scenery will blow you away! As far as the
article you referenced, it was in the
January/February 2008 issue. As far as
the index goes, see the last letter.
Robert,
Great article by Jack & Jim & Janey
& Sharon about their trip to MG 2008! I
did want to note that Chambersburg is in
Pennsylvania, not Maryland as incorrectly
mentioned in the article and I am sorry that
I did not have the chance to extend some
hospitality to them as they stayed here and
journeyed on to Valley Forge. Wonderful
magazine, the MGB Driver! —George Glen
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania
George, I’m afraid that Jack & Jim
got it right and I’m the one that got it
wrong. When I was editing their fine
article, I inadvertently moved your fair
city south of the boarder and placed it
in Maryland. You think I would have
caught that because I too traveled
through Chambersburg on the way
to Gettysburg as we drove to Valley
Forge. Sorry about that!
Nice Job Robert - just got it today and enjoyed it all! —Joe Kaiser
Big Bend MG Club
Thanks Joe! For those of you

12
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who don’t know, Joe helps keep the
online newsletter editor exchange
forum going. If you’re the newsletter editor for your club, contact Joe at
josephkaiser@bellsouth.net to join the
list.
Hi Robert,
In answer to the Nov/Dec 2008 MGB
Driver “MG News,” I would like you to
know that I have been driving my MG SUV
for the past seven years. That was when the
front emblem fell or was pried off my 1999
Toyota RAV4. I went to the MG shop in
Tacoma, found a better emblem for it, and
the rest is history. I “get” knowledgeable
car guys with it pretty often. It is fun to sit
at a stop light and watch a swivel-headed
driver as he makes his left turn past my car.
Some of the guys get so happy to see it, that
I have learned always to be kind, a little
apologetic, even, and let them down gently.
—Herberta “My other car is an MG, too”
Gray Lacey, Washington
Herberta, I’m sure if I saw your
SUV running around with a MG emblem I’d be cranking my neck around
as well!
Robert,
Is it possible to send Burt Levy a copy
of Bob Sherman’s article from the Nov/Dec
MGB Driver about his Last Open Road
series of books on page 15? I thought the
article was great and it led me to order two
of Burt’s books, but it turns out that Burt
has not seen Bob’s article.
Best Regards, —Jim Miller
Good suggestion Jim – I sent Burt
a copy of the article and asked him to
keep us in the loop for anything else
he has in the works.
Robert,
I remember an article in the MGB
Driver a few years back on replacing
doglegs. The unique factor in the article
was that there was no welding, but rather
they were glued on. As far as I recall, it was
one of two articles I have seen covering this
subject in the last ten years or so, the other
13

Letters to the Editor
being in the July/August 2008 issue.
I have tried to find that particular
issue in my stack, but can’t. I wonder if you
have an index of all the articles appearing in the magazine that might help me
find what issue is involved. If you know of
a source where I can find it please let me
know. Thanks. —Lem Burnett

Lem, we actually have an index
online at www.namgbr.org/driverorder. You have to click on MGB Driver
magazine from the home page and
then check out the back issue list.
(We should probably just put that as
a link from the home page to make
it easier to find.) Anyway, to answer
your question it was in the Jan/Feb
2006 issue – “Gluing Doglegs on
MGBs” by Jack Long.

MGB Driver welcomes your letters.
Email to mgslime@swbell.net, or mail to MGB Driver Editor Robert Rushing, 5444 Sutherland Ave. St. Louis, MO 63109

New Book From Ken Smith
Editor’s note: Ken is releasing his new book –
“Limited Edition: The Last of the Abingdon Classics.”
Do you own an MGB Limited Edition? If so,
this is a book you must have! Compiled by Ken Smith, Editor of
Classic MG Magazine,
and containing much
previously unknown
information. The book is
being published in a very
“Limited Edition” of only
251 copies, each numbered
and signed by the author.
Size – 8.5” X 11” with
over 80 pages and nearly
100 color and black & white
photos, plus lots of historic
documentation. In its 18 chapters, the book explains in detail
the concept behind the L.E and
subsequent developments. Read
what many owners think of the
last MGBs to leave the factory.
Where the “First & Last” cars are
now! Read the correspondence
between Henry Ford III and the MG
factory. Learn first hand from Bob
Burden, who was heavily involved
in the L.E. program while at JRT. It’s
priced at only $25 per copy including
p&p. Send cash or check payable to Classic MG, PO Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117.
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AGM - Breckenridge, Colorado
Minutes — NAMGBR Annual General Meeting
10/25/08 Submitted Jerome Rosenberger
Outgoing Secretary, NAMGBR

T

he meeting was called to order at
1:06 pm by presiding Chairman,
Bruce Wyckoff. The Chairman
began by describing the purpose of
the meeting and an outline of what
we would be covering in the next few
hours. After which he had all attending
rise and introduce them selves.
After introductions a motion was
made and accepted that the reading of
the previous year’s minutes be dispensed with, and the minutes printed
in the Jan/Feb 2008 issue of the MGB
Driver be accepted.
Officer and Registrar’s Reports
followed. (All Reports can be viewed
in their entirety on our website: www.
namgbr.org)

Chairman’s Report

Bruce presented a
recap of 2008, stating
that we had never had a
“stronger” year. He also
reported that the Mutual
Aid Directory was published last spring and
plans are underway to
print the 2009 issue
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again next spring. The annual convention was reported as being a very successful event, with 367 cars on the show
field Saturday. In closing Bruce commented on the passing of Leo Long and
Eric Jones, two long time supporters of
the North American MGB Register.

Vice Chairman’s Report

Richard Liddick began by thanking the MGCC Rocky
Mountain Center for
hosting such a gracious
meeting. Richard then
outlined his efforts to
get all chapters in compliance. Success has
lead to our currently
listing 88 chapters. He
then thanked Bruce and
Alan for their assistance over the past
four years.

Secretary’s Report

Jerome Rosenberger
reported that the present membership stands
at 1936. And encourage
greater efforts in the
future to try and reach
the 2000 member mark,
stressing the member-
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AGM
ship is key to the success of the Register.

Treasurer’s Report

Alan Magnuson
reported another
very successful financial year. We had an
$11,000 growth over
last year. (Ed. – A detailed report is listed at
the front of this issue.)

Meeting Notes

After the Officer’s reports Registrars and coordinators reports were
read to the meeting. Reports presented
included: Editor, Advertising Coordinator, Convention Coordinator, Publicity
Coordinator, Mutual Aid Directory Coordinator, Web Site Coordinator, Next
Generation Coordinator, Concours Coordinator, the MGB Registrar (including
LEs and Specials), Pull Handle Registrar,
1100/1300 Registrar, V8 Registrar,
100,000 & 200,000 Registrar, and the
Next Generation Registrar.

Following the above, required,
reports there followed a discussion of
concours judging. Ken Smith wanted a
little explanation of the rules governing
trailered versus driven cars. Bob Gloyd
reviewed the rules, but had to conclude
that this area may require further definition.
After a short break, Larry Macy of
the Philadelphia MG Club presented
a recap of this year’s convention, MG
2008, and presented a check to the
North American MGB Register for its
share of the show profits. Larry was also
presented with a special award for is efforts in hosting the event.
Next, Bob Gloyd discussed plans
for the upcoming MG 2009 being held
next year in Breckenridge, Colorado. Attendees are being encouraged to come
early and explore the area and become
accustom to the altitude. Several tours
are being planned, details will be provided closer to the event, and the car
show is scheduled in one of the larger
hotel parking lots.
Peter Mittler gave a brief discussion
for the MG 2010 event being hosted by

the Toronto MGCC. The event is being
held in Bellevue, Ontario, which is a
beautiful area and centrally located for
most of the club down the east coast.
Tony Burgess, Convention Coordinator, did a brief discussion of the next
joint all-register meet. The meet is to be
held in 2011 in the Reno/Lake Tahoe region of Nevada. Facilities are large and
plentiful, so there should be no problem
accommodating the expected crowd.
Next under new business, the
Secretary announced the latest change
to the Register’s Director and Officer
insurance policy. Previously chapters
who wanted coverage for their officers
had to pay an annual premium for the
coverage. The underwriters of the policy announced that with the renewal
of the policy, all the Register’s chapters
will automatically covered under this
policy at no additional charge.
The chairman announced the
selection of the new Midget Registrar
– Colonel Robert Swetzer of Red Rock,
Arizona. We should be see his first
article in the MGB Driver soon.
Inquires were made as to the health
of Scott Williams, who had to resign
as 1100/1300 Registrar last year due to
poor health, and Caroline Robinson
Twist, who is presently combating

Part of the self tour planned for MG 2009.
This is pure MG driving. Think spectacular
and you’re only half way there!
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cancer. A resolution was passed that
the Register should give them our best
wishes for a speedy recovery.
The winners of the Annual awards
were announced and the chairman
gave a description of why the Executive
felt the awards were deserved.
Winners are:

Chapter of the Year - Blount British Cars, Ltd
Enthusiast of the year — Ed Sweeney
Chapter Newsletter of the Year
—“On The Marque” San Diego MG Car Club
Good Samaritan of the Year
—Steve & Julie Lundberg
and Norm & Vickie Schuring
The Chairman next thanked the
outgoing officer for their service. A
Special Award was presented to Richard
Liddick for his efforts as Vice-Chairman.
The ballots for the open positions
were counted. Denny Elimon was
elected Secretary and Kim de Bourbon
was elected Vice Chairman, both for the
next two years.
There being no further business,
the meeting was adjourned at 4:02
Mountain time.

Just outside Breckenridge, Colorado, Pete Perea’s 1970 MGB
poses before a glorious view of the Rocky Mountains.
MGB Driver
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MG 2009 Update
MG2009: MGs in Breckenridge

by Bob Gloyd
MGCC – Rocky Mountain Centre

W

ith MG 2009 being held in
the Kingdom of Breckenridge,
Colorado, I thought that I
would provide you all with a little
information and history of the town.
Founded in 1859 when gold was discovered along the Blue River, Breckenridge
will be celebrating its 150th birthday in
2009 when we will be having the meet.
Located 98 miles west of Denver the
Town Of Breckinridge (spelled with an
“i” rather than an “e”) was named after
James Buchanan’s Vice President, John
Cabell Breckinridge. This was done to
guarantee a post office for the town.
To date, Breckinridge is the youngest Vice President in U.S. history,
inaugurated at the age of 36. Two years
later, as the Civil War loomed (the war
of Northern Aggression for those of us
raised in the south), pro-Union citizens
renamed the town to Breckenridge
(with an “e”) to disassociate themselves
with the South sympathizing Vice President. Breckinridge ran for President
nominated by the southern fraction of
the split Democratic Party only to be
defeated by Abraham Lincoln.
In the early years, when Breckenridge was a most prolific mining community, an inept cartographer omitted
the entire town from any and all official
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maps. Breckenridge remained a nonentity until the error was discovered
and corrected a half century later, in
1935. Mountain people being as they
are, each year thereafter, No Mans Land
celebrations proclaimed the ‘Independent Kingdom of Breckenridge” – a
celebration that the town continues to
this day (always an excuse to party!).
Today, Breckenridge is one of the largest
historic districts in Colorado, with more
than 150 buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
Breckenridge is now one of the premier resort towns nestled in the heart
of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, in
Summit County, Colorado. The town
itself is seven miles long by two miles
wide. The average daytime summer
temperature is around 70 degrees with
low 30-percent humidity. At night, it
cools off to the 50’s. Each year, Breckenridge averages 300 days of sunshine, a
perfect setting for a relaxing, fun-filled
NAMGBR MG 2009 event.
The MG Car Club – Rocky Mountain Centre and the MG2009 Committee are looking forward to welcoming
you and hosting you in our backyard
June 24 to June 28, 2009. We are planning a host of driving and non-driving
activities that will surely make your
trip to MG2009 (MGs in Breckenridge),
a memorable time. Make your plans to
attend; you will be glad you did!
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Readers Ride • Comas’ Turn

Michael Comas
# 6-2962

T

he photos are of my 1974 MGB. It
underwent a ground-up, complete
nuts and bolts restoration. It has
splined hubs as well as an overdrive.
The engine was rebuilt with 270-degree
cam. I upgraded the suspension, the
electrics, the brakes, and all the engine
ancillaries. I also used complete interior
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components from England. I placed a
Smith’s volt meter in the radio console.
I have owned the car since 1996
and am a member of the Greater Pittsburg MGB Club. I have also owned a
1974 MGB-GT. I am currently doing a
bare metal, complete ground-up restoration on a 1973 RWA MG Midget – a most
beautiful and bold automobile!
		
—Cheers!
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The Good Samaritan Award

By Mickey & Kathy Shea
West Michigan Old Speckled Hen MG Club

N

orm and Vickie Schuring, Steve
and Julie Lundberg, and Kathy
and I were veteran caravaners.
We spent almost a year planning our
adventure to MG 2008 in Valley Forge,
Pennsylvania. On our first morning
on the road, after packing the cars, our
car wouldn’t turnover; but, with a big
push from our fellow travelers, we were
on our way. I am not the “John Twist”
of the group, so Norm and Steve tried

all they could to repair our problem. A
new battery didn’t help so for the next
six days, it was bump and start, bump
and start…. I was frustrated while everyone else thought it was cute and funny.
We went white water rafting in
Ohiopyle, had a guided tour of Gettysburg by our resident history professor,
Norm, and finally arrived on Wednesday at MG 2008. The Philly club
had done a wonderful job of putting
together this event. We enjoyed it all
including the “indoor” drive-in movie.
Photo by Chris wilson.

Left, Vickie and Norm Schuring, Julie and Steve Lundberg, with
Bruce Wyckoff presenting the awards.
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Photos provided by Micke y & K athy She a
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Good Samaritan Award

Mikey and Kathy look over their devistated MG
retrieving their personal belongings.
A blown tire and the “B” is history.
Lucky to be alive, Mickey and Kathy live to tell their story.

While there, a vendor happened to
have a new starter for sale. Norm and
Steve, my pit crew, advised me to buy it
as we hoped this would fix my problem.
At 7:00 a.m. the next morning, Steve,
Norm and Phil ReRuiter switched out
starters then Kathy and I were ready to
go. Six days of ‘bump and starts’…done!
The next Saturday we headed home
to West Michigan – 750 miles. Our
destination the first night was Akron,
Ohio. We rarely travel expressways,
but had decided to take the fast way
home. Steve and Julie were leading us
westbound on Interstate 80. Norm and
Vickie were in the middle, and Kathy
and I were ‘sweeping’ (in last position
– a term they use in rafting). Kathy was
driving and traveling at 60 MPH downhill through the Allegheny Mountains
curves. She had just remarked about
the shredded tire pieces lying along
the roadside from blowouts when BAM
– the driver side tire blew!
Down went the rear end and she
lost control of the car. It skidded into
the passing lane then back across the
right lane then up the side of the hill
where we hit some mud. All I can
remember is that I said, “We’re going
over” and the next thing, we landed
upside down. It was pitch black and
the sides of our faces were in mud. I
yelled, “Are you alright?” and she said,
“Yes, I think so. Are you alright?” By
some miracle, we both seemed to be
24

unhurt. I told Kathy not to move. She
remembers thinking that we were going
to run out of air and that we needed to
breathe slowly. We heard our cell phone
ringing and were sure it was our fellow
travelers wondering where we were. It
seemed like only a couple of minutes
had elapsed when we heard a vehicle
pull over and someone called out to us.
I heard someone outside say “He’s got
a jack!” Suddenly, I felt the car being
jacked up, someone cut my seat belt and
they wiggled me out backwards. Then
a woman coaxed Kathy out through the
same passenger door. She grabbed her
shoulders and told her she was alright.
They sat us both down on the hillside.
Luckily for us, the woman in the motor
home that was the first to stop was an
EMT on her way home to Indiana after
vacation.
Meanwhile, the Schurings and Lundbergs after realizing we weren’t behind
them, had pulled over to the side of the
road. A passerby pulled over and asked
if they had been traveling with a blue
MG. When they said “yes”, the driver
said that we had rolled over about a mile
back. Apparently, they both did a Uturn and raced back. By the time they
arrived on the scene, the Pennsylvania
State Police, an ambulance, and the Emlenton Fire Rescue had arrived on the
scene. Needless to say, they were terrified when they saw our car lying upside
down on the side of the road with all
MGB Driver
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the emergency units nearby.
Kathy was immobilized on a
backboard after complaining of some
neck pain. I seemed to be ok and we
both had mud all over us and the sides
of our faces were scraped. We were
then transported 26 miles to the Grove
City Medical Center Emergency Room.
The Lundbergs and Schurings followed
behind. We later learned that Steve
had crawled back under the car to turn
off the engine and they had picked up
the personal belongings they could
find lying around the car. Once in the
emergency room, the Schurings and
Lundbergs took control of the situation
while we were being examined. Julie
took care of the insurance information
and Vickie took care of making sure I
got checked out, as well as Kathy. Everyone was awesome including the staff at
the small medical center! They had to
find a motel to stay in and a car to rent.
Norm found the nearest place to rent a
car was at the Pittsburgh airport – two
hours away. So Steve and Norm took off
in Steve’s MGB to go the airport. After
being discharged, one of the secretaries
in the ER drove Kathy and I to the nearest to Wal-Mart to buy clean clothes as
our suitcases were still in our MG. Then
she drove us to the Microtel motel.
Vickie and Julie followed behind in the
Schurings’ MG. Once we got into the
motel, we were informed that they had
reduced our rate by half due to our accident. We ordered a pizza and waited
for Norm and Steve to get back from the
airport with the rental car sometime
around midnight.
MGB Driver
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The next morning, Norm chauffeured Kathy and I in the rented car,
Vickie followed in their MG, and Steve
and Julie in theirs. We went back to
Emlenton to a salvage yard to pick up
our personal belongings from the MG.
What a mess! The car had been dragged
upside down onto the flatbed then up
righted at the salvage yard and stored
safely overnight in a garage. Everyone
helped to get the rest of our personal belongings out of our car, and then loaded
them into the rented car. We couldn’t
believe we had survived, let alone
walked away, after seeing our car.
We then got into the rental car
with Norm driving. Vickie was driving
their B and Steve and Julie followed in
theirs .The four of them proceeded to
chauffeur or escort us 440 miles back
to Grand Rapids. From the time we left
the motel in Grove City to the time we
arrived home in Allendale, Michigan
and the car had been returned by Norm
and Vickie to the Gerald Ford Airport,
14 hours had elapsed.
The four of them never stopped
taking care of us. They were phenomenal and we are so thankful to have such
caring friends. What they all did for
us will never be forgotten. And we will
forever be grateful to them.
Fortunately, we have a 1969 MGC
Roadster at home which Steve had
done the body restoration, Norm the
interior restoration, and John Twist the
mechanical renovation. Over the next
few weeks, Norm and Steve came to
our house to finish the work on our C.
Nobody, but nobody, could ask for better friends or comrades than these two
couples. They, without a doubt, deserve
to receive the NAMGBR Good Samaritan Award for 2008. Once again, Kathy
and I say “Thank you for all you have
done for us”. Yes, we will miss our B as it
was totalled by the insurance company,
but, more importantly, our friends will
always “B” there for us.
As a final note, our tires were 6 to 7
years old and looked very good. They
had less than 15,000 miles on them but
should probably have been replaced due
to their age.
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Tire Safety

MGB: Still Favorite Classic
Photos provided by Micke y & K athy She a

The culprit of this crash was the
seemingly great old tire. Looks
new but deceptively dangerous.
Here you see the separated tread
flopped over the wheel. Old tires
have a tendency to do this.

By Andrew Roberts

(Submitted by Ken Smith – Andrew is a
very old friend of mine and a renowned
auto journalist who writes for several
magazines including
“MG Enthusiast”. In
a recent conversation,
I asked him if we could
reproduce one of his
commentaries, which is
seen here.)

Kim de Bourbon, 2002, on her way
to Maine from Pennsylvania, felt an
odd vibration on the front end of her
MG. She stopped, and felt the inside of
the front tire and it didn’t feel right. At
the nearest garage she discovered the
tread had separated from the tire. All
her tires had a tell tale sign of cracking
between the treads. These 10 year old
tires looked fine. Kim was lucky.

T

he shelf life of a tire is six years.
It is strongly recommended that
if you have a tire over six years
old to replace them. This is especially
important to remember with our MGs
because, though the tires don’t see a lot
of miles, age can be just as destructive as
heavy use. After six years, research has
shown that the tread starts to peel from
the exterior of the tire and increases the
risk of a blowout. You may have seen
remnants of this along side the highway
during your travels.
You can figure out the age of your
tire by reading a code imprinted upon
the tire, some manufactures put the
code only on one side of the tire which
may cause you to think that you do not
have one. The code is numbered and
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is enclosed in an oblong box similar to
these two examples:
198 This indicates that the tire was
manufactured the 19th week of 1998.
2303 This tire was manufactured in
the 23rd week of 2003.
An independent investigation by
ABC 20/20 crew located tires as old as
twelve years sitting on shelves of major
tire dealers such as Sears, Firestone,
and many other locations across the
country. Beware of this practice, the
tire looks good upon inspection; but
can be defective or hazardous during
operation.
To see the video online of the
20/20 investigation, go to the following
website: http://abcnews.go.com/Video/
playerIndex?id=4826897
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any years
ago the late
lamented
magazine “Supercar
Classics” surprised
everyone by recommending that its
readers should buy an early MGB. That
the magazine should do this instead
of its usual diet of Ferrari and Maserati
exotica was mildly
astonishing, but in
justice to the magazine it spelled out
what a worthy classic
the MGB was.
Today, we have
all grown more than
a little tired with the
deriding of the MGB
in classic media because it is the safe set
of wheels. Marques
like Alfa Romeo, JagMGB Driver
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uar, Lotus, Triumph, and Austin-Healey
have their deserved following, but at
least two of these would not score too
highly in the reliability stakes!
So why does the venerable B remain
such a favorite?
It isn’t the most
fashionable choice
for sure. It doesn’t
have the cool and
seductive lines of an
Alfa Spider or the
catwalk looks of the
first Lotus Elite. It
doesn’t have a DOHC
engine, the suspension is far from
sophisticated, and
its steering is not the
lightest you will find.
But what the MGB has in spades
is honesty. It is a sports car that is just
that. It doesn’t compromise driver or
passenger comfort
for looks. How
many of today’s
crop of sports cars
offers the space to
stow a jacket or a
sweater in the cockpit? High mileages
on long journeys are
far from an ordeal
thanks to the B’s
generous space and
leg room.
And yes, it’s still
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MGB: Still Favorite Classic
capable of delivering the performance
that made it such a sales success. Which
is where you have the answer – for a
car born into the start of the Swinging
Sixties, the MGB has seen it all and the
astonishing fact is that it’s in its fifth decade and it is still a car that is as relevant
on today’s roads as it ever was. Even
now, its looks defy the years.
Anyone driving a MGB on a daily
basis doesn’t have to worry about engine reliability. Or parts supply, for that
matter. Our American cousins like to
complain about British electrics, but
I can honestly say that in well over a
quarter of a million miles of MGB ownership, that has never
been an issue.
Nor did I have
to endure the ignominy of recovery on a
flatbed trailer, which
was not an irregular
occurrence with MGF
ownership. Indeed,
none of my MGBs ever
let me down on the
road. In conditions
that saw other cars

stranded, the rugged old B always got
through and the sheer toughness of the
car was always a reassurance.
Come to think of it, isn’t the MGB
recipe the one that Mazda followed
with the MX5/Miata? Front engine and
rear wheel drive sounds pretty familiar.
Bolt on Mazda reliability and you have
the recipe for global success (considerably aided by British Leyland throwing
in the sports car towel)!
You could argue that the mid-engined route of the Toyota MR2 and the
MGF/TF, while a keen driver’s delight,
has too many inherent reliability
problems to ever rival the success of the
MGB and MX5 in volume terms. There
is also no doubt that the conservative
American market still prefers tradition to technical
innovation too.
All of which makes
me wonder whether any
future MG sports car
might go back to the MGB
formula: tough, simple,
and above all, fun. Now
that could really be a winner for whoever owns the
marque now!

Anti-Freeze for Cars
alcohol derivative, that is slightly
heaver than water (S.G. of 1.1),
and mixes with water. Plus what
you buy off the shelf most likely
also contains corrosion inhibitors
and an anti-foaming agent. Plus,
not only does it lower the freezing point, but it raises the boiling
point of the mixture. But don’t
run 100 percent Ethylene Glycol.
What it does – two sample ratios
Must mix with water.
70(EG)/30(Water) mix is maximum protection

Hazards

By Greg Prehodka
MG Car Club – Central Jersey Center

U

nless you have an old VW bug or
a Corvair, you need anti-freeze in
your car’s cooling system. We use
Ethylene Glycol today, but it wasn’t always that way. Back in the 1920s, they
used Alcohol, Glycerine, or Calcium
Chloride. Each of them had drawbacks.
Over time, Ethylene Glycol evolved and
is the anti-freeze most people use today
in their cars (the 1920 automotive technical manual I have commented that
they thought the “engine of the future”
was to be air cooled).

What is Ethylene Glycol?

It is a colorless, odorless, syrupy,

Property
Freezing Point
Boiling Point
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It is a sweet tasting poison!
There have been cases of people
mixing it with sweet drinks to
kill others! If an animal drinks
some that you car has leaked, it
may die. Annually, about 90,000
animals and 4,000 children suffer adverse affects from it, including death. It affects cardiovascular failure, brain damage, and
possible death. It is relatively safe
to handle, just don’t drink any.

Alternatives

One alternative, but more expensive is to use Propylene Glycol. It’s
similar in anti-freeze properties, but
non-toxic. It is even used in motor
home water drinking systems as an
anti-freeze for winter storage.

Checking and Replenishing

The most accurate way to check
your cooling system for anti-freeze protection is with an anti-freeze hydrometer. Most service stations & garages
should have this. Since ethylene glycol
is heaver than water, the concentration
of the mix can be checked with this
flotation device. It may also include a
thermometer for temperature correction. Another way – and cheaper way

50/50 Mix
-35 F
223 F

70/30 Mix (Max)
-55 F
235 F
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Anti-Freeze for Cars
– is to buy a small bulb tester that has a
number of different color little balls of
different densities inside its glass tube
(most automotive stores carry this). It is
not as accurate, but “good enough”. Just
suck a sample of the mix into it, and see
which balls float and which sink. Then
look at its chart, and it will tell you the
approximate mix and protection you
have.
Due more to the rust inhibitor
breakdown in the mix than the ethylene glycol breakdown, Prestone recommends that ever five years or 150,000
miles, you drain the cooling system,
flush it out with a flushing agent, and
refill it with new anti-freeze. It is also
recommended that you use un-contaminated water (acids, minerals, etc).
Distilled water or even water from a dehumidifier is fine. And don’t dump the
old anti-freeze into the ground! Dispose
of it properly. Most counties have some
sort of chemical collection program.

Ethylene Glycol on the shelf in most
stores today. Be sure to read the labels.
One is “Full Strength” that you have to
mix with water – there will be a chart
on the container for how to mix it with
water for the protection you want.
The other is “Pre-Mixed”. It is already
pre-mixed with water to a specific level
(usually – but not always – 50/50 mix).
Saves you the mixing, but you’re effectively paying more for the ethylene
glycol.
• If you have to “top up” your radiator, make sure you add anti-freeze mix,
and not just water. If you just add water,
you’re diluting the mix and loosing
protection.

Other Interesting & Related Stuff

• About 70% of the fuel burned in
a car goes into heat (now if you only
could save all that heat to heat your
home).
• “Freeze Plugs” on an engine are
not there in case the coolant in the engine freezes. Those holes were put there
to get the sand out of the engine block
after it was cast in the foundry.
• The anti-freeze used in your car’s
window washer fluid is a Methanol /
Water mix (don’t drink that either).
• Need extra cooling in the summer
– add a product called “Water Wetter”
to the car’s coolant. Available in most
automotive stores.
• T-Series MGs did not have a pressurized cooling system. All cars have
pressurized cooling systems today.
Why? A 15 psi cap raises the boiling
point of the coolant by 45 degrees F.
• Never, NEVER, open the radiator
cap on a hot engine – you may get seriously scalded from hot coolant blowing
out at you!
• Generally there are two types of
30
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MG Vintage Racers
2008 Season Report
By Greg Prehodka, MGVR

M
Get the first 10 Years
of the MGB Driver
on 2 CDs!
For the true MGB enthusiast
as well as the curious dabbler
into the world of vintage
Morris Garage. Now you can
have all the complete early
issues of the MGB Driver on
your computer.
These 1991-2000 issues,
many of which are no longer
available in print, contain
valuable and informative
technical articles. Articles by
MG authorities like Bob Mason
and John Twist and other MGB
Send credit card numbers with expiration date or
checks payable to:

NAMGBR - Back Issue CD
PO Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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experts as well as our own
member amateurs.
Included are historical articles
by David Knowles, Wilson
McComb, and Ken Smith. Plus
all the original serialized
version of “Aspects of
Abingdon.” Enjoy the quizzes,
trivia, humor, restoration
information and all the other
entertaining and informative
advice you can’t get anywhere
else!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.

G racers were very successful in
the 2008 season, and are now
looking forward to 2009. Looking back, MGs raced at many events
all across North America. For the first
time the MG Vintage Racers had a West
Coast “Focus Event” in the spring with
HMSA at Laguna Seca, where MGA racer
Jim Weissenborn was honored with
MGVR’s “Spirit Award”.
In July at the Pittsburgh Vintage
Grand Prix, MGs dominated the highly
competitive under 2-liter class, as the
MG-TDs of Manley Ford, George Shafer,
and Mike Barstow, had a clean sweep of
that class, with 1-2-3 finishes respectively! Then in September at SVRA’s
24th running of the historic “Vintage
Collier Cup All MG Race”, MGA racer
Chris Meyers was voted to receive the
prestigious SVRA “Vintage Collier Cup”
by his peers. Also receiving MG laurels
there were: Dan Leonard – the MG ‘T’
Cup (1st MG-T); Dave Smith – the Bucher-Decker Cup (1st MGA); Jack Cassingham – the Bill Glanville Cup (1st MG
Midget); and Les Gonda in a MGB-GT
– the Cornett Trophy (1st overall).
Just a few weeks later, VRG held
its inaugural “Thunderbolt Historics”
vintage races at the new “New Jersey
Motorsports Park” where MG was fea-

tured and it was MGVR’s “Focus Event
East”. At it the following honors were
bestowed: Bill Parish Memorial Trophy,
for a MG racer who was there more for
“sharing with his MG buddies” – than
winning – went to MGB racer Mike
Kusch; the MG Vintage Racers “Spirit
Award” (a.k.a. – Big Copper Bucket) to
Vicki Leonard for her constant help and
support of the MG racers for years at
race events; and winner of the all MG
“Australian Pursuit Race”, to rookie MG
racer, Rachel Prehodka-Spindel in her
MG-TD.
MG racing for 2009 looks like
another exciting year, the MG Vintage
Racers are currently negotiating to
select their “Focus Event” for 2009,
and expect to announce it soon. Also
for 2009, it will be the 25th running of
SVRA’s Vintage Collier Cup at Watkins
Glen. First run in 1985, with only eight
MGs, it has become a benchmark MG
vintage racing event itself, and draws
large MG turnouts. For more information on MG vintage racing and the MG
Vintage Racers (founded in 1981), visit
their web site at www.MGVR.org. LOTS
of good MG and race “stuff” there!

Only $30
for NAMGBR members
$60 for non-members.

Includes shipping US & Canada only.
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On The Road

with John Twist

Photos provided by Robert Rushing

John “The MG Doc” Mangles and John “The MG Guru” Twist take a moment for a photo.
By Robert Rushing
Editor MGB Driver

O

n a very nice Saturday in late
September, NAMGBR Technical
Coordinator and famous MG
Guru, John Twist of University Motors,
held a class on MG tune-ups for twenty
eager enthusiasts in St Louis, Missouri.
This was the seventh “road show”

technical session for 2008. The first was
at Connell’s Service Ltd in Indianapolis
on April 12 (fittingly on Cecil Kimber’s
birthday). The next was at the big swap
meet at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, then a
T-series club event in New Hampshire,
both in May. June saw him at MG 2008
with his famous rolling tech sessions.
He held some seminars in August and
a trip to Altoona, Pennsylvania, for the

John takes on the task of a live tech session, with a crowd of onlookers, listening to
him explain the cause and effect of each problem he encounters.

Central Pennsylvania British Car Club in
early September.
This session was focused on teaching the attendees the art of the complete MG tune-up. Hosted by John “The
MG Doc” Mangles at his shop All British
Car Repair, Twist kicked off the session
with introductions all around and having everyone talk about the cars they

owned. He then went into the four
major components of a tune-up: 1)
Emissions, 2) Engine, 3) Ignition, and
4) Fuel.
Over the course of the next eight
hours, John meticulously covered each
major component and how they worked
together to make a car run right. He
brought a van full of parts for hands-on
demonstrations, many of them cutaway

John requires a variety of tools to illustrate to the class on how to solve MG problems.

John expresses his concern with this MGB and explains patiently.
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for showing how they work. Two lucky
attendees were able to have their cars
used for the class to provide John with
live examples (a 1952 MGTD and a 1977
MGB).
As the class progressed, the students learned how to adjust valves, gap
sparkplugs, clean and grease a distributor, how to determine top dead center,
set static and dynamic timing, check for
vacuum leaks, clean and adjust carburetors, and how to get everything to work
in concert together.
The TD he used for the demonstration had been running very roughly
for a long time. John discovered that
the dashpots on the carbs had been
switched so the pistons were not moving as freely as they should be and that
the weights in the distributor were stuck
in place. After switching out the dashpots and cleaning the distributor, plus
finishing the rest of a standard tune-up,
the car sounded so quiet upon start up,
everyone thought that it wasn’t running. When the owner came back from
a test drive, he had what may now be a
permanent smile plastered on his face.
The 77 B wasn’t so lucky. The
owner has been driving it for a long
time now and the car has run very well.
However, John uncovered a number of
vacuum leaks that is robbing the car of
a lot of power. The most surprising one
was the leak between the brake master
cylinder and the power booster. When
he sprayed carb clearer in that area, the

Photos provided by Robert Rushing

On The Road with John Twist

John’s students go from hands on training to actual hands on work experience.

John’s students get training experience.

John and John field questions from the class.

An out door lecture on the strengths and frailties of vintage MG sports cars.
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car almost stalled completely. He said
that there is a special gasket that goes
between there that a lot of kits don’t
have and many illustrations don’t show.
(He sent the owner one of those gaskets
the following week and it took care of
the leak.) However, since this car was
completely original, John was able to
demonstrate how all the emissions
equipment worked and how to adjust
the ZS carburetor.
Everyone felt like the session was
great and that they learned a lot. I
would recommend this class for both
beginners and those that would like to
sharpen their skills.
If you or your club would like
to organize a class with John Twist,
contact him at University Motors (see
his ad next to his column in the back of
this issue). If you’d prefer to attend one
of his “MG’neering” classes, the next
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series will begin in February, where one
seminar and three workshops will be
presented throughout the first weeks of
that month.
John Twist and Carl Heideman
of Eclectic Motorworks will lead the
weekend seminar “Tuning for Speed.”
Participants in this three day event will
learn how to properly tune an MG; what
techniques and products actually work
(and which do not!); all designed to
show how to extract the last few horsepower from that gallon of gasoline.
This seminar is informative, dynamic,
and fun filled!
Of the three workshops offered, the
first is the rebuild of a T-Series XPAG
engine. John Twist will start with two
tables of cleaned parts, assemble sub
units, and will finish assembly of the
engine and start it on the bench. Another workshop is the gearbox rebuild.
Each student brings his own gearbox,
disassembles it, cleans and inspects it,
and rebuilds the unit within two days.
The last workshop is for carburetors/
distributors. Again, the participant
brings his own carbs and ignition
system and rebuilds them under the
watchful eyes of the University Motors
staff.
Contact University Motors in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, at (616) 682 0800 or
through their website www.universitymotorsltd.com.
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The Itch, the Ouch, and the Hitch
1st Gear

By Peter Mittler
MG Car Club of Toronto

R

everse

In high school I started saving at
14 to get my first car at 16. First
love was a little Woody Wagon Austin
850 Mini, white with natural wood
trim, driven way too aggressively,
resulting in rod #3 protruding from
the block. What followed was a red
Austin 850 Mini, soon “customized
by crunch”, being rear-ended while
stopped at a cross-walk. Throughout
these years I worked at “Karl’s Esso”
learning how to do mechanicals using
the Minis as guinea pigs and then I fell
in love with my first MGB. “Fill ‘er up
sir? May I check your oil? PUULEASE???
Ooogle. No sir, I won’t scratch the glass
cleaning the windscreen”. Each MGB
coming in for gas was treated to Peter’s
red carpet treatment. They got a Tiger
in their tank [remember Tony?] and I
got the ITCH. University, three kids,
no money and vehicular pragmatism
left me thinking, one day I will get an
MGB.
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One day my son came home from
his pool cleaning job and announced
that his customer had a 1981 MGB
for sale. ‘81? Didn’t they stop making them in 1980? Intrigued, I went
for a look. “My” MGB was stored at a
mechanic’s facility. I knew quite a bit
about cars by then but nothing specific
about MGB’s. Mechanic Trevor told me
this was a good one and was going for
about $7 grand, give or take. Already
knowing I could get it for about $5
grand through my son’s connection
I went home to convince Patty that I
should ‘scratch this itch’. What? No
pushback? Done deal! The “itch was
scratched” and I ordered the plates “MG
BMINE”, which were delivered with a
more ostentatious “MGB MINE” spelling, but I kept them. These plates were
never mounted on the car.

2nd Gear

Eleven weeks after buying the
Black Beauty, [which I later found out
through the Heritage Certificate was
shipped as a Canadian LE model on October 20, just two days before The ‘G’ in
Abingdon closed], MGB MINE became
MGB BBQ courtesy of a fuel leak from
the canisters. I was devastated and
despondent. OUCH!
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The insurance company paid me
enough money to buy a ’75 as a replacement and with the money left over I
successfully re-acquired BBQ from the
auction. Towed home and stored for
two years her fate was in limbo whilst
I went to school on MG mechanicals
using the ‘75 as my rolling restoration/
classroom.

I saw a number of rear-clip MG trailers
and, knowing I would need a project
after the re-construction, started to
think about using the back end of the
blue parts car to make a trailer.

4th Gear

3rd Gear

Wife to husband: “The back yard
looks like a junk yard. Get that thing
out of here or fix it.” I had absolutely
no clue where to start. I bought books,
read web sites, found the MG Experience site and asked tons of questions.
Finally I bought a parts car to use all the
burned parts from under the bonnet.
What started out as a ‘let’s just get her
on the road again suddenly became a
‘well, while I am at it I might as well do
this….’ I decided to strip to bare metal.
I had to learn to do bodywork, welding, prep, mechanicals and just about
EVERYTHING after having been away
from an auto workshop for 30 years.
But it all came back and my passion for
excellence took over. I went to a number of shows to get ideas and it is then
that I realized I wanted a show-class
refurbished driver.
The work commenced and over
two years MGB BBQ started to look like
it might ride again. Just before ‘paint’ I
attended MG 2006 in Gatlinburg. My
plan was to go back to Black but seeing
20+ LE’s on the field did not appeal to
me. Then I saw Elvin Davis’ car in tan
and red and fell in love. After the show
I contacted Elvin and got his permission and technical assistance to ‘twin’
his car. [He now refers to it as the ‘evil
twin’]. It was also at Gatlinburg where
MGB Driver
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On Easter weekend of 2007 we
officially rolled out the car AND had
a mortgage burning ceremony for our
house [interesting irony]. We had used
the plates “MGB MINE” on the ’75,
which was now for sale, and I needed
new plates for restored ‘BBQ’. I tried
to order “MGB ITCH” but the MTO
nixed that, but allowed “MYMGITCH”.
The Summer of ’07 saw ‘Itch’ take 7
firsts and one 3rd in eight shows. I was
pleased at the public acceptance of the
car but all those shows made me realize
that with two folding chairs, a table, a
cooler and an umbrella there was not
much room for anything else in the car.
What if the parts car could be turned
into a combination storage trailer AND
rolling patio set?
Alas the blue parts car’s body was
destroyed by the tin worm. But the idea
had merit so I bought a rear clip from
another sick B, built a trailer hitch from
plans on the New Orleans MG Club’s
website and started in earnest to build
ITCHTAIL. It took 8 months to design
and fabricate the trailer which was
thoroughly documented on the MG
Experience website.

Overdrive

Son Matt and his bride Jennifer
decided to get married in Fredericton,
New Brunswick the week-end before
MG 2008. [I was pleased they didn’t
choose the MG 2008 weekend because
39

Photos by David Wall ace

The Itch, the Ouch, and the Hitch
I really would not have wanted to miss
their wedding J]. I asked them if they
would like to get hitched, with ITCH
and ITCHTAIL involved. Affirmative!

Downshift

Now what? As vice-chair of MG
2010 in Belleville, Ontario [90 minutes
east of Toronto] I was thinking about
my next challenge [other than helping to organize a great event]. So many
itches to scratch. Not sure what it will
‘B’ yet, but a converted LHD Rover RV8
in Red is attracting my fingernails.
It was a pleasure to share
MYMGITCH and ITCHTAIL at MG
2008 in Philly and very nice to receive
top honors in the 79-80 Late MGB
category. Thanks for the votes and
the enthusiastic comments! We are
planning to do the cross country trek
to Breckenridge for MG 2009 next June.
Hope to see you there.
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Mathew and Jennifer Mittler’s wedding day.
Pose in Pete Mittler’s now famous trailer.
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More on Batteries
By Rod Schweiger
Sorry Safari Touring Society

I

f the engine is the
heart of the car, then
the battery is the soul.
Without a fully charged
battery your car, any car,
is a pile of metal with
wheels. The automotive battery is an electro/chemical device that
can store energy. Think
of it as a savings account
for energy. The science
people say that energy
can be neither created nor
destroyed. In the case of
the automotive battery,
this is very true. When
the battery is called upon
to start the engine, electrical energy in the form
of electron flow is used
to turn the starter motor
to start the engine. Once
the engine is started, the
car’s charging system will
replace the energy to the
battery that was used to
start the engine.
The automotive
battery is made up of individual cells.
Batteries used to be 6-volt and had only
three cells. The English were ahead of
the Yanks and had developed a 12-volt
battery system in the 1930s. The reason
for this was that if you didn’t park your
British car in “the car park” and on the
street instead, you were required to
leave the parking lights on all night.
Americans didn’t go to a 12-volt system
until the mid-1950s.
The 12-volt battery has six cells
each producing 2.1 volts which means
that a fully charged battery should be
actually 12.6 volts. You might think
because a battery has a volt meter reading of nearly twelve volts that it should
start the engine. The truth is a battery
with only twelve volts may not start the
MGB Driver
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car because it is not fully charged. The
modern 12-volt battery is made of a
plastic case divided into six equal chambers. Each cell has a series of plates.
There are two kinds of plates – positive plates made of lead peroxide and
negative plates made of sponge (porous)
lead. The positive (+) and negative (–)
plates are suspended in a liquid called
electrolyte. The electrolyte is a mixture
of sulfuric acid and distilled water. The
+ plates are strapped together and the
– plates are strapped together within
each cell. The plates are alternated +
and – but not allowed to touch. As the
battery is discharged (energy leaves the
battery), the electrolyte becomes more
watery or less acidic. As the battery
charges, the electrolyte becomes more
acidic. When charging, excess negative
41

electrons attach to
the negative plates.
As the battery discharges, the excess
negative electrons
flow through the
load and deposit on
the positive plates.
So what does all
this mean to your old
MG sitting idle out
there in the garage
with the battery
discharging? If this
is truly an electro/
chemical savings
account, an automotive storage battery
should, in theory,
last forever. AutomoFor battery illustration purposes only.
tive batteries don’t
like to be in a state of
chard Supply Hardware sell them under
discharge. Each time a battery becomes the name Diehard. It’s fully automatic,
more than normally discharged there
meaning that you can hook it up and
is a slight degradation of the electro/
forget about it. The directions say it
chemical device. The best thing you
will not overcharge a battery. They also
can do for an automotive battery is to
call it an onboard charger because it is
keep it fully charged. You drive your
designed to be permanently installed
everyday car often which keeps the
in your car, boat, or riding lawn mower.
battery charged and that battery lasts
When you park your collector car,
about five years on average. You can
plug in the charger and forget about
make the battery in your MG or other
it. I keep four or five vehicles on float
collector car last twice that long by
chargers at all times. The charger retails
keeping it fully charged and not allowfor under $40. If you don’t want to pering it to become discharged for long
manently install the charger, you can
periods.
also purchase a set of battery clamps,
You don’t drive the old car often
like a normal battery charger uses for
enough to keep it charged, so how do
about $3.50, then wire them on your
you do this? The answer is something
new charger to make a charger that you
called a trickle or float charger. Every
can remove and replace.
time you store the car faithfully attach
If you have a MGB and don’t want
the charger and your car’s battery will
to have to open up the rear battery
last ten years or more. So what is a float
compartment to connect your charger,
charger? This is not any old battery
you can purchase a plug that you can
charger; this charger is one that puts
wire through the rear panel and allow
out 1.5 amps or less. Twelve volts yes,
you to plug and un-plug your charger
but very low amperage. So where do
to your car and not have to open the
you find such a charger? A common
compartment.
source is your local auto parts store. I
Another practice that will greatly
recently bought one under the name
prolong the life of your batter is to make
Schumacher 1.5-amp Slow Charge Batsure that it is securely held down and
tery Charger/Maintainer. Sears and Orunable to move or bounce around in
42
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More on Batteries

the battery holder. Shocks and vibrations are death to batteries. The lead
plates that are contained in the battery
cells are only as little as 1/16” apart and
held in place by a fragile lead plate strap.
If the battery receives a sharp thump or
jar, it can damage the plate strap or otherwise cause the + and – plates to touch
causing a dead short in that cell. The
result is the need for a new battery.
If you decide to install a float
charger in your MG, you might also
consider installing a battery cut-off
switch. I like the ones with a removable plastic key which also makes it an
anti-theft device. My MGA and MGBs
each had one installed in the vertical
panel behind the passenger seat next to
a plug I installed to attach my battery
charger. The battery cut-off switch is a
good idea when storing your MG and if
it can be reached from the driver’s position, it’s a good safety device in case of
an accident.
There are a few precautions you
should take when dealing with a storage battery. Sparks and open flames
(as in welding or smoking) should be
avoided around a storage battery. Batteries, as part of the charging process,
produce hydrogen gas, called “gassing”.
Hydrogen gas is flammable and when
contained in a closed chamber (such
as a battery cell) is explosive. A spark
produced by attaching or detaching
battery cables or a battery charger can
cause an explosion. To avoid an explosion, attach the battery charger to the
battery and then plug the extension
cord to the wall outlet. When connecting a battery, the negative cable is the
last to be connected and the first to be
disconnected to avoid a spark. To avoid
eye injury you should always wear protective goggles with a Z-87 label when
working around batteries, especially
when jumping a battery, and if you are
not sure how to jump start a battery
– don’t! Prevent Blindness America has
a website: www.preventblindness.org/
safety/battery.html. You can go there
and receive a free sticker that you can
attach to your battery entitled “How to
Jump Start Your Car Battery” giving the
MGB Driver
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correct procedure.
Battery acid can cause skill burns
and blindness. Battery acid that forms
on the top of the battery is a result of
gassing. This acid can easily be neutralized with a mixture of baking soda (a
base) and water. When the baking soda
and water come into contact with the
acid, a fizzing takes place which is the
base neutralizing the acid. Often the
metal battery carrier in your MG will
become corroded with battery acid.
You can remove the battery(s), clean
them with the baking soda solution,
and also clean the corroded metal parts
to reduce further damage. When rinsed
and dry, repaint the metal parts with a
can of spray paint. Always wash hands
immediately after handling a battery.
What size battery should I install
in my MG? Because of the small engine
size, the ease of starting, and lower
electrical requirements, a small size battery will work fine. A Group 26 batter
is small and has about 500 CCA (Cold
Cranking Amps) – more than enough
to do the job. If the + and – posts are
not where you want them, there is a
26R (for Reverse) that has the posts the
other way around. The Group 26 is a
good fit in the early MGBs that have
two 6-volt batteries wired in series to
make twelve volts. By converting to a
single Group 26 12-volt battery, you can
save on the cost of buying two batteries
and save the weight too. I particularly
like a sealed maintenance-free battery
with no cell caps. With a sealed battery,
I don’t have to open the rear compartment for battery service. I recently
shopped for a maintenance-free battery
and was unable to find one. Such a
thing might be a thing of the past. If
your battery has caps, as part of your
maintenance, check to make sure the
electrolyte is covering the plates at all
times. If low, top up with distilled water
and don’t overfill.
Finally, remember to keep your
battery cables tight and corrosion free
to allow good electron flow to start your
engine. Loose or dirty cable clamps and
terminals can create resistance that will
cause a no-crank, no-start condition.
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a bit difficult. Now I had
always timed it statically,
following the workshop
manual instructions for
setting it at 10° before
top dead center (BTDC).
I used a 12-volt lamp attached across the points as
described in the manual.
Later on after information
from many sources about the
benefits of dynamic timing,
I set the timing once again
by the owner’s manual at
20° BTDC at 1000 rpm with
vacuum disconnected. It is
interesting that the manual
differs in its instructions indicating that timing should
be set at 14° BTDC at 600
rpm. With the timing set as
per the manual, I found that
the car ran fairly well but did
have a tendency toward pinging which I attributed to the
fact that the octane rating of
the fuel currently available is
lower than desired.
There was one thing that
did really bother me. I found
that the timing tended to wander up to
five degrees with the timing light. Further input from reliable sources recommended the installation of a Pertronix
Ignitor Electronic Ignition to reduce the
wander. This did significantly improve
the timing to where the wander was
around one to two degrees and allowed
the installation of a hotter coil. Again,
there was an increase in noticed performance.
After many more miles I have noticed that the pinging on hills increased
so I decided to revisit the distributor
issue. At this point in time the distributor has 210,000 miles on it, and a little
research on the Internet revealed that
other MG drivers have noticed a similar
problem. One reference, www.mgparts.
co.nz/distributor.html, describes pinging due to the wear on the secondary
spring hook and/or its supporting pins

By Carl Gwyn
Sacramento Valley MG Car Club

I

t is hard to believe that it has been
almost 11 years since I rebuilt the
engine on my ’68 MGB. At the time
I thoroughly inspected my trusty old
Lucas 25D4 distributor, which had a
mere 170,000 miles on it. I found nothing really wrong with it. Certainly the
shaft bushings had to be a bit worn,
but I could not find any real play in
the shaft. Besides, with the cost of the
rebuild, I did not want to pay any more
money for a new distributor, especially
one that was not going to be original for
my engine. So the old distributor went
back into place and functioned quite
well. The power of the rebuilt engine
was wonderful and I did not give a second thought to my old distributor.
After the initial joy of the rebuild, I
did notice that timing had gotten to be
44
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is the vernier adjustment for the
timing located on the vacuum
advance outside of the distributor.
So, once again it was back to the
Internet to look up information
referring to a Lucas 25D4. At this
time I ran across a reference to Jeff
Schlemmer at Advanced Distributors in Minnesota. I contacted
Jeff, and he estimated the cost of
a full cosmetic restoration, a new
shaft bushing, and a performance
re-curve to match the current
specifications of my engine and
modern fuel to be $99. I found
other references on the Internet
who spoke highly of his work,
and Bob Swain had his distributor
for his MGC rebuilt by Jeff with
excellent results. I decided on this
course of action.
After downloading a copy
of the “Curve Worksheet” from
Advanced Distributors website
(www.advanceddistributors.
com/Cruve%20Worksheet%2007.
htm) and filling it out, Jeff asked
me to send the distributor with
the Pertronix Ignitor so that he
could work out the advance curve
more accurately than with points.
I boxed the distributor up and
sent it to him by regular mail and
received it about ten days later by return
mail. The distributor looked brand new.
Instructions were to set the timing at
idle without vacuum advance at 10° to
14° BTDC. I set it initially at 14° and
found that to be too advanced. After
resetting to 10° the engine now runs
the best it has in years. There is absolutely no pinging, acceleration is great,
there is more power going up hills, and
the gas mileage has even improved. I
cannot believe the difference this has
made.
So, if you are running that beloved
old distributor with high miles, you
might consider a rebuild to return some
of the performance that may have quietly slipped away without your notice.
ILLUSTRATION : bg a s t u d i o s . c o m — TECHNICAL D RAWIN G : M OSS M OTORS , INC

How’s Your Distributor?

Moss Model Distributor 45D.

in the distributor. The author describes
the method of checking this kind of
wear and its correction. He describes
closing up the hook of the spring as
being “fiddly” with a vice and hammer.
I found it worked quite easily with two
needle nosed pliers. I made the adjustments indicated, but this still did not
solve my problem.
I figured that now was the time for
more drastic measures so I once again
researched the cost of a new distributor.
Moss had a replacement for my Lucas
25D4 distributor in the form of a 45D4
at a cost of $160. Other replacements
cost even more and all were without the
feature I love about a 25D4, and that
MGB Driver
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Installing a Petronix
By Simon Dix
MG Club of St Louis

P

oints were a new concept, to me
at least, when I got my 72B. I had
wanted to understand them and
had successfully updated the points
and finally understood the method for
adjusting the gap. I must have done it
fairly well because the car started, as it
should, with just a bump of the key.
However, the car wasn’t running
that great and I had a slight misfire, so
some while back, I bought a Pertronix
Ingnitor electronic ignition module. As
it turned out, the misfire was apparently
due to having the wrong coil installed
and may also have been contributed to
by a failing (rusty pin holes) and badly
connected exhaust down pipe.
Anyway, although I’m no points
expert since I had already bought the
Pertronix, LU-142A is the part number
for a 25D, I decided there was no reason
not to put it in and save the points
just for emergencies. What follows is a
pictorial flow of the installation process
I followed.
I did have some experience with a
Pertronix as I have one in my 77B which
has the Opus 45DE4 distributor. However, that’s different because that was
always electronic and doesn’t install
quite the same and the wiring is different to address the ballast resistor etc.
If you feel you need a new distributor, if yours is worn, shaft wobble,
non-functioning vacuum advance etc.
then as an alternative to a new unit I
can personally recommend Jeff Schlemmer of Advanced Distributors (see
www.advanceddistributors.com). He
has a rebuild service and can setup the
vacuum advance curve to match stock
or customized engines/setups. He does
great work and is a regular advisor on
www.mgexperience.net. Your distributor will come back looking brand new
and Jeff can install a Pertronix for you
if desired.
If you just need a Pertronix module
46

then I’ve found good prices at www.
carshopinc.com.

1
Step 1: Here’s my starting point after
removing the distributor cap. You need
to remove the points and the first thing
to do is to remove the nut holding the
wires in place. Also remove the white/
black wire that comes from the coil to
the distributor.

3

5

Step 3: In this picture the points are
removed. I removed the large flat head
screw at the top edge and the Philips
screw at lower left that was also securing the condenser.

Step 5: The Ingnitor module is just
sitting on the locating posts and the
rubber fitting, made to fit, is in place
allowing the wires to pass to the outside
of the distributor. Be careful with the
rubber fitting to make sure you locate
it correctly; it’s shaped like the plastic it
replaces.

4

2
Step 2: With the nut removed lift
the plastic insulator/spacer top piece to
access the wires. This will allow you to
remove the wire to the condenser and
to also remove the wire/plastic connector that brought the connection from
the coil to the points.
MGB Driver
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6

Step 4: At this stage I have installed
the mounting plate from the Pertronix kit. It fits perfectly and the Philips
screws are provided as part of the kit.
Tighten both of these securely. Note the
mounting posts this plate provides for
the Pertronix module.
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Step 6: Here I have simply secured
the Ingnitor module with the provided
lock nuts that are in the kit. I used a
5/16th nut driver and made sure these
were really secure—enough to move the
plate/advance mechanism.
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Electronic Ignition

By John Twist
NAMGBR Technical Coordinator

O
9

7
Step 7: I have secured the wires of the
Pertronix to the distributor plate using a
tie wrap. The kit provides a lock tie, but
this is easier if you need to remove the
unit. It’s really important to ensure the
wires cannot get caught up but have slack
enough for the vac advance!

Step 9: Here the only change is the
rotor being installed. As I’m paranoid
about the wires get caught up (previous
bad experience) I checked on them several times during testing. But remember
to always to put the rotor back on being
trying to start the car – less anxiety!

10
8
Step 8: Now you can see the magnet
piece fitted over the distributor shaft.
The inside of this is shaped to fit the
shaft perfectly, so if it doesn’t seat fully
just rotate it and try again until it fully
seats itself and leaves room for the rotor.
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Step 10: Connect the black Pertronix
wire to the negative side of the coil and
remove the white/black wire from the
harness connection. Tie up/secure the
white/black wire connections (from coil
and distributor) as they will no longer be needed. Keep them safe in case
you need to go back to points at some
point (planned or unplanned). The red
Pertronix wire goes to the positive side
of the coil. Put the distributor cap back
on (make sure the rotor’s in place) and
fire up and test your handy work out!
UPDATE/NOTE: You can leave the white/
black wire connected at the coil end – it
should work either way. If you have any
tach problems try putting the white/
black wire back on the coil.
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verdrive was fitted to a very
small percentage of the MGBs
sold in North America, and
certain not to “all” MGBs 1975-1980, as
erroneously reported by some authors.
This coveted option adds a fifth gear,
lowering the engine rpm to about 3000
at 70 mph. While the durable B-series
engine can and does power the MGB at
continued speeds of 80 mph without
overdrive, the Laycock overdrive offers
“POM” (Peace of Mind) and slight mileage savings. Sales literature during the
’70s suggested dramatic fuel savings by
using the overdrive. This is doubtful as
the energy necessary to propel the MGB
along the highway remains constant,
no matter the speed of the engine.
Pushing air out of the way of the front
of the MGB is the significant function
of the engine. Of course, turning the
engine requires some power – and turning it 500 rpm less in overdrive certainly offers some savings.
All MGBs 1968–1976 were fitted
with the overdrive switch and wiring. A fore or aft motion of the wiper
switch stalk engages or disengages the
unit. If overdrive is not installed, this
switch makes a wonderful anti-theft
device (see end of article). Midget wiper
switches can be and are sometimes fitted to the MGB, but these do not have
the overdrive function.
Some MGBs 1977-1980 were fitted
with overdrive, and these have a switch
on the gear knob. Some of these MGBs
had overdrive wiring problems and later
were fitted with an aftermarket gear
knob. Owners are sometimes confused whether their MGB is fitted with
overdrive. The more common error is
believing that it IS fitted when it is not
(“I have the switch for it…”) while the
opposite is rarely true (“I have overdrive?”). In 30 years of working with
MGs, this latter case has occurred only
half a dozen times.
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The overdrive gearbox is significantly different at the tail end than
the standard box. The overdrive unit,
about six inches in the front of the rear
flange, has a flat bottom to which one
square and one rectangular plate, along
with one ¾” hex plug is fitted (19681980). The standard tail shaft begins at
the main case and slowly tapers, over
about 18”, to the rear flange. A cursory
inspection of the underside will quickly
reveal the truth – you have overdrive or
you do not.

Use of Overdrive

Overdrive is designed for constant
load, high speed driving. While it is
possible to engage overdrive in third
gear on the earlier models (1963-1976),
there is just no point in doing so. The
later models (1977-1980) restricted use
to fourth gear only. It is not necessary
to use the clutch when engaging or
disengaging overdrive, unless disengagement is harsh and you simply wish
to smooth out the gear change.

Fault Diagnosis

In standard or direct drive – Overdrive remains on all the time: This is
dangerous to the gearbox and expensive
if not repaired immediately, as reversing
the car while in overdrive will burst the
one-way clutch. The problem may be
electrical (switch has gone continuous)
or hydraulic (dirt jammed in solenoid).
This situation is extremely rare, and
must be repaired immediately.
In standard or direct drive – Overdrive shifts in and out by itself: This is
caused by the failure of the tiny O-ring
at the top of the solenoid piston. The
solenoid assembly requires three Orings – change all three. This situation
is extremely rare.
In overdrive – Overdrive works intermittently: There may be an electrical
problem or an hydraulic problem. Try
moving the gear lever to the right and/
or to the rear – if this allows the overdrive to work continuously, then the
problem is the 3rd/4th or 4th electrical
lockout switch – this is not uncommon.
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If the overdrive surges on and off, low
oil in the gearbox could be the problem.
In overdrive – overdrive does not
work: Test for an electrical problem by
piercing the solenoid wire with your
test light, ignition on, overdrive switch
ON, gear lever in 4th. The solenoid wire
should be hot. If not, test the circuit,
connection. The problem is most often
the 3rd/4th lockout switch.
In overdrive – overdrive does not
work: Open the bottom of the overdrive
unit and clean all the parts – the solenoid, piston, ball, and housing; the oil
pressure relief valve; and the oil pump.
The most common hydraulic fault is an
oil pump that is stuck
In overdrive – overdrive freewheels
on deceleration: In this condition, the
MGB will accelerate and run at constant
speed. A freewheeling clutch can allow
the engine to return to idle while the
car is running down the highway at 60
mph. Dirty hydraulic components or,
more commonly, a worn sliding member (cone clutch) causes this.

RULES

There is always an asterisk next to
any rule – there are always exceptions!
ALWAYS fuse the overdrive circuit.
This is originally an unfused circuit
which, when it dead shorts, will burn
up the wiring from the overdrive to the
engine bay, and from the engine bay
across to the left side of the dashboard.
Fit an in-line fuse (available at auto
parts stores) to the YELLOW circuit
(1968-1976) or to the WHITE circuit
(1977-1980) at the junction of the main
loom to the gearbox loom at the rear of
the right front, inner fender. This rule
has no exceptions.
Solenoids NEVER fail. The number
of owners who purchase a new solenoid
to correct their overdrive problem is
unbelievable! I have encountered only
ONE faulty solenoid in 30 years! I repaired that solenoid by unwinding and
rewinding the magnet!
Overdrive gearboxes require
20W/50 Castrol GTX engine oil. They
DO NOT use 80/90 hypoid gear oil.
All overdrive faults can be repaired
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from underneath the car. Repairing
wiring faults and cleaning the hydraulic
components (and fitting new O-rings)
always repairs the units.
The thrust washer fitted to the later
gearboxes breaks into several pieces
because it is too thin. Replace this with
a bronze thrust washer from the top of
the MGB kingpin (machine the inner
diameter to fit around the mainshaft).
Top fill overdrives drive the speedo
at 1280 turns per mile; side fill overdrives at 1000 rpm. A mismatch will
cause the speedo to read incorrectly by
25%.
Fitting an overdrive gearbox to
an MGB requires a complete overdrive
gearbox, a longer speedo cable, and the
necessary gearbox wiring. No other
components are necessary.
The 3rd/4th lockout switch is the
LEAST accessible electrical component
of the MGB. To change or adjust this
switch requires removal of the console,
the elliptical plate underneath, and
dropping the gearbox cross member.
Attempting to work with the switch
without removing these items is futile.
OVERDRIVE SWITCH ANTI-THEFT DEVICE
If you do not have overdrive fitted
to your 1968-1976 MGB, you can use
the overdrive switch to turn the fuel
pump off and on. Find the fuel pump
wire (WHITE) from the rear loom, and
connect it to the YELLOW wire in the
main loom. These wires are located
at the junction of the main, rear, and
gearbox looms at the rear of the right
front, inner fender. Now the fuel pump
will operate only when the overdrive is
pulled rearwards.

CONCLUSION

Overdrive is a wonderful option! It
reduces engine wear, reduces noise, and
increases mileage. Once you have experienced the joy of an overdrive, you will
want one, too! Expect to pay $1,200 for
a guaranteed, rebuilt overdrive gearbox
or nearly $2,000 to have one fitted to
your MGB.
© University Motors Press
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MGB Windshield Project
By Floyd Jochimsen
MG Club of St Louis

T

he original
windshield
that came on
my 1973 MGB was
in pretty bad shape
so after trying to
find a good used
one locally without
success, I found one
on eBay from a ‘79 B
in California. It was
supposed to be in
good shape. After receiving it, I found
the glass was in good shape but the
frame was not and the tabs on the top
of the corner posts were both broken
off at the hole for the upper snap. So I
had been thinking about polishing the
frame anyway and even though I had
been told by others, “Don’t take the
frame apart because it is nearly impossible to put them back together!” I decided to take them both apart and make
one good one out of the two.
If you take one apart some things
I found that you should watch out for.
First, you only need to take the outer
three screws out of each side of the top
frame. Also note that one is longer than
the others and they need to go in the
right place. Then you will probably have
to drill out the bottom screws since they
are usually rusted too bad to get out.
Once you have the side pillars off,
you can decide if you need to take off
the lower L-shaped brackets that connect the pillars to the bottom frame rail.
There is a right and left side to these
brackets so you need to keep track of
that as well. (Of course I didn’t!) If you
are replacing the pillar-to-ventilator seal
on the pillar, remove the seal then take
out the screws on the top and bottom. If
the whole seal comes off you are in good
shape. Unfortunately, the aluminum
retainer strip that holds the seals in
place was held in place on mine with
two pop rivets. If you prey them off you
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will mess up the retainer, so just pull
the seal out of the retainer and leave it
attached to the frame. When I ordered
new retainers I figured they came with
the new seal so I just pried them off, of
course they didn’t, so I had to fix that
mistake!
While it was apart, I figured it was
a good time to get the frame polished.
After checking around and reading
articles on the internet I decided to do
this myself. First you need to get the
anodized coating off the aluminum
frame. There are a couple ways of doing
this. One is to sand it off. Another is to
use chemicals like EZ-Off oven cleaner
or take the parts to a radiator shop and
have them put them in their hot tank.
From what I have read the third option
is the best, and easiest, but I didn’t
know of a local radiator shop with a hot
tank so I did a combination of the first
two. If you are doing this on your car I
would just wet sand it off.
The oven cleaner did a pretty good
job, but I had to do each piece twice
to get it all off and then I had to wet
sand each to clean them up. However
that was a lot less sanding than if I just
sanded it all off. I then used 400-grit
wet sandpaper to get out any imperfections and rough it in. I then followed
it with 600-grit. After that I polished
it with three grades/grits of polishing compound and buffing wheels
on a cordless drill. I got the polishing
compounds and buffing wheels at Sears
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MGB Windshield Project
for about $20. I finished
it with Mothers aluminum polish and a good
wax. Like anything else,
the more you do it the
easier and better it gets. If
I found an imperfection I
just wet sanded it out and
re-buffed it to a nice shine.
After cleaning up the
windshield from eBay I
discovered it wasn’t as
good as I thought either.
It has some light wiper
marks on it. I went to
Auto Zone and bought a
windshield refinishing kit
for $12 that guaranteed to get the wiper
scratches out. It came with a buffer
backing that went into a drill and six
buffing pads impregnated with diamond dust. It did very little to improve
the marks, but did clean up the windshield glass better than just window
cleaner. I am going to try and find a
glass shop that can buff them out or live
with it as is. They are not that bad and
the polishing did help some.
Now for the dreaded job of putting
it all back together. After reading several
articles on the internet and talking to
some club members, I was sure this was
going to be a pain. So I got my son-inlaw to come over and help with the
project because I figured I would need
more than two hands to get this done.
As it turned out it wasn’t bad at all.
First I marked the center of the
windshield at the top and bottom and
put the new seal on the windshield.
Then I made a bowl of very soapy water
with dish detergent. Using a foam
brush I put plenty of soapy water on the
outside of the seal and the inside of the
frame channels. I put the bottom on
first and it went right on by hand. Then
I did the top rail and again no problem.
I then reinstalled the center rod to hold
the top and bottom together. Using a
large trigger clamp I pulled the ends of
the top and bottom together and put
the ends on. We had some fun get52

By Bruce Woodson
Central Virginia British Car Club

ting the screws to line up but got them
without too much trouble. We then did
the same to the other end. After getting
the frame back together we were ready
to put on the bottom seal.
Again I heard this was a bear to
put in. There are a couple options on
how to do this. One is to take off one
of the ends/pillars again and slide the
seal in from the end and then put two
holes in the bottom seal in order to get
the screws back in to hold the frame
together. Another option is to slide it
in through the screw holes close to one
end. And the third was to put one side
of the track in the groove and then use a
putty knife to push the other side of the
track into the groove. We tried to slide
it in through the screw hole and found
it went much better than anticipated so
we continued with that option. It really
went pretty well and didn’t take long to
get it all the way in. Again use plenty of
soapy water on the seal and frame. We
had to trim off the extra at the end and
put the last few inches in with a putty
knife and screwdriver.
All in all it was not that bad a job
and not that expensive. It was however
time consuming, but since I figure I
have more time than money it was
worth it to me. The end result was much
better than when I started and I learned
a lot along the way.
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T

he scenario: 1971 MGB starts to
struggle while riding along at any
speed. It lasts for about 20-45 seconds and then straightens out, sounds
like someone pulls one of the plug wires
off and then puts it back on. It runs and
idles great, but it never cuts off or leaves
you stranded. Mechanics have checked
and can’t figure it out. The car has new
plug wires, distributor, coil, points etc,
but it is consistent and erratic and acts
like it has a mind of its own. The fuel
filters are clean and the carburetors appear to be in good shape.
From the description, there are
numerous possibilities that could cause
those symptoms. However, it is mentioned that mechanics can’t figure it
out, so I assume we can eliminate the
“usual” culprits, and move on to the
more remote.
I understand the car struggles to
reach cruising speed, to the point of
dropping a cylinder or two, and then
picks back up once at speed. To me
this sounds like a fuel starvation problem within one of the two carburetors.
Again, assuming the car retains the
original SU HS4 carburetors, there is
one area that I would certainly check.
The image here is from the factory
parts manual. Near the bottom of
the image, you will see item number
12 on the left and item number 13
on the right. These are the main jet
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tubes. Gas flows through these tubes,
from the float chamber (item number
20) to the main body of the carburetor (items number 1 and 2). The point
in which these jet tubes attach to the
float chamber is where you need to
check.  (I have identified these points
on the image.)
Begin repairs after the engine
has cooled. Remove the air cleaners. Unscrew the nut retaining the jet
tube to the float chamber.  About a 1/4
cup of gasoline will drain out of each
carburetor. Take note that one or two
O-rings, or one fat O-ring, and a washer should be on the end of the jet tube
that you just removed. Inspect the
flexible tubing to make sure it is not
kinked and shutting off the flow of gas.
Next, take a flashlight (and mirror if
necessary) to peer up inside the bottom
of the float chamber to be sure that an
O-ring didn’t become dislodged or that
someone didn’t leave an old O-ring in
there the last time the carburetors were
rebuilt. LOOK VERY CLOSELY! I’ve
seen this happen several times, and
the result is the loose O-ring partially
blocks the flow of gas, resulting in the
situation being experienced.
When reassembling do not overtighten the jet tube retaining nut and
before reinstalling the air cleaners,
turn the key on to fill the float chambers, and watch for any leaks. Reinstall the air cleaners, and hopefully
your MGB will have a mind to behave
itself!
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Footrests & Diaphragms

that this made a world of
difference in the comfort
and support of the seat
bottom, as well as positioning her back higher on the
seat’s back cushion; but I
knew this wasn’t enough
since the out-stretched legs
problem had not been addressed.
The next step was to
make a foot brace. This
would give Judy something
to rest her feet on and take
the pressure off her lower
back. I had her sit in the
car and put her feet at what
she thought would be a
comfortable position. I
Custom made footrest for the comfort of your passenger.
marked and measured this
By Mark Jones,
spot, and using a using a
Bluewater British Car Club
few scrap pieces of 2x4, I fashioned a
removable foot rest.
hile driving in our 1973 MGB/
The combination of the more supGT, my wife Judy would menportive bottom seat cushion and the
tion that she found the seats
foot rest has drastically improved the
uncomfortable. I found this odd becomfort of my favorite navigator. Incicause it was not that long ago that I had
dentally, I find the passenger seat very
rebuilt the seats with new diaphragms,
comfortable as well (a bit of slouching is
foams and upholstery. Asking her more
needed, to not bang my head too often)
questions about what specifically it was
and the foot rest is small enough that
about the seats that she found uncomit is not necessary to remove it before
fortable. She said that she felt that
a long-legged person gets in. Another
she sunk down into the seat quite far,
plus of the foot rest is it helps hold items
combined with her out-stretched legs
like a soft-sided cooler, in place when
with nothing to brace against. Because
travelling solo.
of this, her back would start to hurt
after any drive more than about half
an hour.
Thinking about this, I had to
admit that I too sank down in the seat
quite a bit, although I wouldn’t want
to sit too much higher or I would hit
my head on the ceiling of the GT on
bumpy roads.
Since the diaphragms were new I
decided to take the passenger seat out
and stiffen the bottom using a nylon
strap woven back and forth through
the seat bottom’s metal frame, which
Nylon straps help the seat diaphragm keep your
stopped the diaphragm from deflectpassenger from getting that sinking feeling.
ing as much as normal. Judy found

W
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MG News
MG Room at the Abingdon Museum
By Carl Fritz, Big Bend MGs

I

just recently learned that the Abingdon Museum in the UK has mounted
a campaign to raise funds for a permanent exhibition room devoted to the
MG. The museum already has a marvelous collection of MG memorabilia, and
it’s expected that having a permanent
MG exhibition space would attract still
more items. The goal is $40,000. The
museum is not eligible for a governmental grant for this project, so funds must
be raised by way of public donations.
It is hoped that work on the MG Room
can begin in September 2008.
A special bank account has been
set up to receive donations to the MG
Room Appeal. These should be sent to
the Treasurer of Abingdon Museum
Friends: Mr. P. J. Clare, 24 Wootton
Road, Abingdon, OX14 1JD, UK. Checks
should be made payable to “Abingdon
Museum Friends – MG Room Appeal.”
If you have questions about the Museum or the MG Room Appeal, contact
Lauren Gilmour, Curator (email: http://
abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.
uk The Museum’s website is at: www.
abingdonmuseum.org.uk; Telephone
at 01235 523703, or write to: Abingdon
County Hall Museum, Market Place,
Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3HG.

Donald Stokes, ex-BL boss, dies

The former chairman of British Leyland, Lord Donald Stokes, died in July
at the age of 94. He was often blamed
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for the demise of volume automobile
manufacturing in Britain, but in reality
it was more the economics of the time
as well as conflicts with the government
and trade unions.
He became a director at the British
Motor Company in 1954 and the ascended to Chairman in 1967 before the
merger with British Leyland.

Phil Hill, 1961, at the Bonneville Salt Flats testing
the MGEX181 design, built for speed, 254.91 mph.

Phil Hill dies,
First American Formula 1
World Champion

He was the first American (and
only American-born) driver to win the
Formula One World Driver’s Championship. He started his career in 1949
winning his first race in a MG-TC.
While he went on to drive for Ferrari
with whom he won the championship,
the title that most of us will always
remember him for is “Fastest MG Driver
of All Time”. In 1961, Phil took MG
EX181 to a stunning 254.91 mph at the
Bonneville Salt Flats.
After his retirement, Phil was
heavily involved in classic car restorations and collecting, judging concours
events, and writing for Road & Track
magazine. He died in August at the age
of 81.
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Technical Talk
Dear John,
I’ve been planning to run our Midget
over to you for lubrication service from Saugatuck (likely on a Saturday morning), but
it has been increasingly tending to run hot
and I’m concerned about the heat build-up
from the highway speeds on the trip over.
I suspect that the thermostat may not be
fully opening. Nancy and I took a drive to
the beach and along Lakeshore Drive, nothing faster than 40-45 mph mind you, and
through town last weekend and by the time
we got back to the garage the temperature
gauge was nearly pegged on the hot side. At
speed the temperature drops, it is just when
you slow down or idle in traffic that the
temperature runs up high quickly.
Up until last year sometime in the
summer months, she ran mostly cool,
hardly moving the needle beyond the normal range even with a longer drive at higher
speeds. No unusual noises, water pump
vibrations or anything thing else obvious
with the cooling system. Heater seemed
to work fine in the fall, too, so I think the
water is circulating okay. Fluid level looks
okay to me, too. I was going to order a new
thermostat and swap out the one in place
along with the gasket, but before I create
a bigger problem for myself with too little
time to work on it, I thought I’d write. Any
counsel would be appreciated.
Regards, —Edward Karasek
Dear Ed,
Changing the thermostat may be
a solution. Make sure that the cooling system is full by checking the filler
plug on the radiator itself, not just the
expansion tank. Or, it may be that the
engine is producing more heat than
the radiator can dissipate because the
timing is too far off. It may be that
the radiator is not clean, although
that should evidence itself at higher
speeds (and the higher amount of
heat produced by the engine).
The components in the cooling
system are: the engine, the water
pump, the thermostat, and the radiator. The engine is producing the heat,
the thermostat controls only the bottom range of the temperature (unless
he thermostat is faulty); the water
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
pumps leak and they wobble, but they
rarely, very rarely, fail to pump; and
the radiator can become plugged.
It is wise not to drive the car too
much before you get the cooling
under control. My guess is that the
system is not filled with coolant or
the radiator is partially plugged up.
Please let me know your success with
the thermostat.
John,
I found your YouTube video on the
MGB Brake Pressure Switch useful in diagnosing the problem with my 73 MGB. My
light works but I have brake fluid leaking
from the center of the white plastic brake
pressure switch you showed. I believe that
my shuttle valve needs to be rebuilt.
I presume to get the shuttle valve out
I remove the 5 brake line connectors and
then the large nut/cover to get at the valve.
Then replace the O-rings and put everything back together. Anything special about
the O-rings or are they a standard part at
NAPA? Any advice you can provide would
be appreciated.
Thanks, —Bob Trencheny
Bob,
The brake failure switch is pretty
easy to rebuild. The early ones used a
lipped seal, but the later ones use Orings. They are simply fractional size
O-rings, but they must be compatible
with brake fluid, of course. You can
also simply fit a bolt into the switch
hole (3/8-24) with a copper washer,
and the valve will cease leaking externally. Of course, it’s better to do the
job right! We do have those valves
available on our website
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Mr. Twist,
Found your web site and YouTube
how-to videos. They are GREAT! I have a
couple questions concerning my 1980 MGB
(not a LE). I am not a skilled mechanic, my
friend who introduced me to MGs and helps
keep mine going is currently serving in the
Air Force in Germany, so I am on my own
right now.
Where should the engine ground cable
be, I have not been successful in locating
mine?
On the static timing video, the timing
marks appeared to be underneath the pulley. Mine appear to be above at about 11
o’clock. One is marked with a white arrow.
Is this the one to use?
Thank you so much. Also, thanks
for the video on disappearing dashpot oil.
Most helpful! —Steve Wingert
Dear Steve,
The engine earth strap on a 1980
MGB runs from under the right rear
head stud washer to the bulkhead – I
believe it lies under the anti run on
valve bracket.
On all the engines 18V and newer,
that’s 1972 and newer, the timing
marks are at 11:00 (I sure hope they
gave that engineer a bonus!). Each
mark is five-degrees; the last mark
in a clockwise direction is Top Dead
Center.
John,
I have a 1979 MGB that no longer is
required to comply with the state emissions
regulations. I would like to remove the air
pump and ancillary smog devices to reduce
weight and improve performance. Can you
direct me to a resource to properly remove
the no longer required emissions equipment? I also own a 1967 MGB/GT and my
long term goal is to have both cars set up
the same including carburetion.
—Jerry Kenney
Dear Jerry,
There are three systems in place
on your MGB – the smog system, the
positive crankcase ventilation system,
and the evaporative loss control. The
smog system is a drain on engine
power; the other two are passive systems which are good to leave in place.
Remove the smog pump and the
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air injection rail. The holes in the
cylinder head are easily plugged with
7/16-20 bolts, but Allen set screws look
much better. If you’re keen on it, you
can remove the extra pulley from the
water pump as well as the bracket on
the top two water pump bolts that
supports the adjuster for the smog
pump.
Then, remove the gulp valve and
bracket. Remove the 1/2” elbow from
the manifold, tap it 1/4” NPT and fit
a 1/4” NPT pipe plug into the hole
-- Turn the tap in only as far as necessary to make the 1/4” NPT Allen Screw
fit flush with the top of the manifold.
Run the manifold vacuum directly to
the distributor.
If you do not have overdrive, simply disconnect the WHITE or WHITE/
BROWN wire in the gearbox wiring
loom from the main wiring loom at
the junction of the three looms at the
rear of the right front inner fender.
The gearbox loom probably only
has three wires (WHITE, GREEN, and
GREEN/BROWN). If you have overdrive, then fuse that WHITE wire with
an in-line ten amp fuse.

At some time in the past, an oil cooler was
installed on this car. It is, however, installed so that the hoses are on the bottom
rather than on the top as on earlier MGBs.
The guys in the local club are aghast at
this installation. They believe that air will
somehow become trapped in the oil cooler
and the engine will starve for oil. Presently,
the car runs cool with 70+ PSI at cruising
speed. Do I have a problem here and do I
need to remount the oil cooler? Your advice
is appreciated. Thanks, —Jim Irland
James,
The “proper” installation of the
oil cooler in your MGB requires that
the hoses are fitted from the top of
the cooler – through that area sandwiched between the fresh air grille
and the radiator. Mounting the hoses
upside down will NOT cause an air
lock, but because of trapped air, the
cooler might not be as effective as it
might be. My concern for this “upside
down” installation is that the hoses
will become snagged on some parking
lot concrete abutment. If it were my
MGB, I would move the hoses to feed
from the top.

John:
I have a 1980 MGB. I just detoxed it
per your manual and rebuilt the Zenith. It
runs great except at idle it cycles from 750
rpm to 1000. It just goes up then down,
never threatening to stall just “roaming”.
Is that a mixture issue? It runs great at
normal speed. Thanks, —Ken Irwin
Dear Ken,
You have a textbook example of a
vacuum leak. Find the leak by training
a spray of carb cleaner between the
head and manifold, manifold and heat
shield, heat shield and spacer block,
spacer block and carburetor, all the
manifold fittings, the joint between
the brake master cylinder and the
brake servo. When you find the leak
the idle will either rise or fall dramatically as the carb cleaner is drawn into
the airflow. The most common area
to find this leak is the #1 inlet port.
Repair is difficult as many of the manifolds are warped. Give me a call for
more information.
Mr. Twist:
I am new to the MG world.  Last year
I purchased a lovely rust-free 1977 MGB.

Hello John!
I will keep this short, and hopefully
simple...I own a 1966 Spridget...this is my
first British car, and really the first car I’ve
ever really “worked on” myself. So I would
be considered a BEGINNER.
That said, the car has been running
OK, just a high idle, and sometimes some
slight hesitation, and coughing on start
up. I’ve watched a lot of your videos, and
decided I would first just CHECK the carbs,
to see if they are indeed out of sync. (I have
not done a full tune up yet)
I bought a Uni-Syn, never used one
before, and I removed the air filters and
checked it out. I could not get a reading on
the Uni-Syn at all, no matter how much I
dialed it in or out. It doesn’t appear there
is any sort of ‘suction’ from the carbs.
When I revved the engine, the little slider
in the Uni-Syn would shoot up. But that’s
all I could get. Currently it’s idling around
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1600rpms. Where should I start? Any
help would be greatly appreciated, and I
THANK YOU for your videos on YouTube!!
You rock! —Luke Holwerda
Luke,
The Uni-Syn is often poorly
aligned so that the conical center (on
the adjuster screw) does not fit well
into its conical base. If that is so, then
sometimes the small amount of air
that the Midget engine draws is not
enough to lift the plastic slide in the
viewing tube.
If your engine is idling at 1600
rpm then either the air is entering
through the carb’s throttle disc, or
through worn shafts, or both. I’m
pretty certain that if you work with
that Uni-Syn you will be able to get
a reading allowing you to balance
the air flow through the carbs. But
remember... The tune up is a function
of four inter-related systems: emissions; engine; ignition; and fuel. Each
of these systems is as important as the
other in making the engine run well.
John,
I recently purchased a 1979 MGB.
While inspecting the trunk, I noticed a
rubber line running from the fuel tank had
broken. This was not a fuel line, but rather
appeared to be a breather or evaporator
line. Unfortunately, both the line in to and
out of were broken. The obvious problem
was how to make sure the correct line
coming from the tank was connected to the
correct inlet port. Can you help?
—Tom Lhamon
Tom,
The condensing canister or expansions canister, located at the right
rear of the trunk, is connected to the
tank and it’s connected to a line which
runs up front to the charcoal canister.
The bottom fitting goes to the tank;
the top fitting goes to the line which
runs forward. Simply use 1/4” fuel line
– clamps are not usually necessary.  
Without the lines the cockpit fills with
gasoline fumes.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday through Friday. (616) 682-0800
or you can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Registrars of the NAMGBR

Our Valued Supporters

MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar

Hammer & Tongs Registrar

Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906 • kensca@cox.net

Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

Midget Registrar

New Generation Registrar

Col. Robert Swetzer
P.O. Box 1145
Red Rock, AZ 85245
(520) 904-3768
RobertSwetzer@aol.com

James Woolf

1974½ MGB Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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Where 2 ‘B

Sell • Seek • Swap!
Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy
with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads
only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it
deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

WANTED

1965 MGB – w/4-synchro OD; new floors, rockers,
lower fenders, and body work. All put together
and aligned properly. Primed and ready to block
sand and paint. Running and driving car; original
engine with compression 150-153; wire wheels.
$2500; Rick Huber (225) 926-6946 or hubrick@
gmail.com
LA 010209

MGB V8 Project – I may be interested in buying
your “work in progress” MGB/GT Rover V8 project.
Maybe I can take up where you would like to leave
off! IT MUST BE A GT. Any work so far should be
at least workmanlike. Western states preferred, but
will consider travel if the price is right. Bob Sherman, (503) 615-8713. • OR 010208

1979 MGB – Brooklands Green with gold LE-type
lower body stripe. Overdrive. In original unrestored
condition with 34k miles. Has won more than two
dozen 1st & 2nd place car show awards. This car
drives as well as it looks. Always garaged and never
driven in winter. $11,500. Also have a 1980 Triumph
TR8 convertible in similar excellent condition; 86k
miles; $14,750. I will sell these cars separately or
together for $25,000. If sold together will include a
four wheel car hauling trailer. Age related downsizing is forcing the sale. Frank Oglesby (775) 3225179 or flogles@sbcglobal.net NV 111208

PARTS FOR SALE

1972 MGB – red/black; overdrive; cruise control;
Dayton tubeless wire wheels; 4-wheel disc brakes;
extra nice, but not perfect. $8500, Bill Evans (402)
432-3840 NE 111208
1970 MGB – Red/Black, recently repainted. Black
leather seats, overdrive, strong engine, rebuilt HS4
carbs, chrome wire wheels, chrome valve cover,
new brakes, rebuilt shocks, hi-torque starter, original rubber floor coverings, all receipts from 1989.
$12,500; John Mangles, (314) 426-1600 or mgdoc@
sbcglobal.net. • MO 040508
1973 MGB Project – Body has been stripped and
painted Performance White. Engine rebuilt by
Abacus Racing with new pistons, cam, valves, and
bearings. New chrome, interior, dash, and all parts
to complete; I need garage space! I’ve owned MGs
for over 40 years so lots of parts to choose from to
complete this car! Mark Vosler, (727) 867-6197,
mvosler@tampabay.rr.com • FL 040508

1976 MGB – Tahiti blue/Autumn Leaf, restored to

show condition. New HS4 carbs, rebuilt engine, oil
cooler, new top, badge bar, new interior, wooden
steering wheel, wood dash overlay, LE stripes, and
much more. Over $17k invested with receipts available. $9500 obo; Ken Humphreys, (828) 728-5287 or
kenkhumphreys@charter.net. • NC 040508

Selling or Buying an MG?

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.
org/classified. Lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and
parts. A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find
part or that next project.

Car Trailer - trailer designed for T-Type cars
although it has also transported a TR6 with no
problems; power winch and a front shield to protect
the cars from stones etc, in excellent condition.
Need space so the price is right at $2500. Delivery
could be arranged or a convenient meeting place.
Geoff Wheatley (843) 341-6155
SC 010209
Seat Cover – 1980 MGB LE had one damaged seat;
but had to buy a full seat cover kit to recover it. Like
to sell the other half; the kit is brand new perforated
black vinyl for late model cars; made in the UK.
You get 3 pieces – headrest cover, back cover, and
base cover (specify LH or RH). Half price! $233
plus shipping. Charlie Frazer
(541) 345-1694 OR 010208
Thousands of Parts – Retirement sell: Thousands of
parts and tens of thousands of de-rusted and zinc
plated English bolts, springs, clips, door hinges,
windscreen parts, etc. Call between noon and
7pm 365 days a year for availability and pricing.
Ask for Buddy at Buddy’s British Restorers and
Others, Inc, (865) 546-2812 TN 010208

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance
to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2009
• Jan 25 .............. Cabin Fever All British Vehicle Collectables Show, Pennsburg, PA • www.dvcmg.com
• Feb 14-15.......... Gold Coast British Classic, Boca Raton, FL • www.goldcoastbritcar.org
• Feb 15............... 17th Annual All Brit Car Show, Boca Raton, FL • www.goldcoastbritcar.org
• Mar 7 ............... Celtic Festival and British Car Show, Zephyrhills, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Mar 21.............. British Car Day, New Orleans, LA; www.bmcno.org
• Apr 4, 2009...... Extravaganza under the Oaks, Miccosukee, FL • www.nfbmc.com
• Apr 18-19.......... Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Apr 18............... British Motor Classic, Tampa, FL • www.britishcarclub.net
• Apr 26 ............. All British Meet, Chico, CA • www.chicobritishcarshow.com
• May 1-3............ NAMGBR Regional Show, Big Bend MGs • dcmikem@hotmail.com
• May 1-3............ Rendezvous 2008-NAMGBR Regional Show, Tallahassee, FL • www.bigbendmgclub.com
• May 8-10.......... British Car Gathering, Townsend, TN • www.blountbritishcars.org
• June 14............. British Motor Car Gathering, Hellertown, PA • www.keystonmg.com

• June 24-28, 2009 – MG 2009, Breckenridge, CO • www.mg2009.com
• July 12.............. British Car Day, Cincinnati, OH • www.bccgc.com
• Aug 1 ............... Pennypacker Mills British Car Day, Schwenksville, PA • www.dvcmg.com
• Sept 11-12......... Brits at the Shoals, Rogersville, AL • www.shoalsbritishcars.org
• Sept 13.............. Chicagoland British Car Fest, Des Plaines, IL • www.britishcarunion.com
• Sept 19.............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com

Early MGB Parts – New mainshaft (standard),

new input shaft for early 3-synchro transmission
with 18GB engines. Unmarked and blemish free.
Original gas tank with hanging straps for 1963-65
MGB, extremely clean with no dents. Carl Wade,
(951) 735-9523 • CA 040508

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors
for high quality service or repairs.
We can attend to your entire MG or just a single
component. • MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475
• Clean & polished MGB HS carbs $575 • MGB HIF
carbs are $655
We can attend to your soft top, chrome, engine
or brakes. I bought my first MG in 1968, and
I’ve been working on MGs since! John Twist (#0101), University Motors Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street
East, Ada, MI 49301 • 616 682 0800 • www.
UniversityMotorsLtd.com

Between Denver and Breckenridge, Coors Brewery.

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P.O. BOX 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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