Inside:

• Jack & Jim’s Adventure
• UM Summer Party
• MG 2009 Update
Vol. 18, No. 6

November/December 2008

Looking to 2009
Remembering 2008

Adventure Travel
Restorations
MG Values

THE NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER

MGB Driver is the official publication of the North American MGB Register, a non-profit organization dedicated
to maintaining and expanding interest in Britain’s most popular sports car—the MGB.
The opinions expressed within are those of the individual authors and readers are warned that they attempt any
mechanical or other modifications described herein, entirely at their own risk.
Membership in the North American MGB Register is open to all, with no restrictions.
Ownership of an MG is not a condition of membership. NAMGBR Regional Chapters will be pleased to welcome
you to their events. Membership dues are $30 per year.
For membership details or further information write to:

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P.O. Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055

Toll-free hotline: 800-NAMGBR-1 • Website: www.namgbr.org

OFFICERS OF THE NAMGBR
CHAIRMAN:
		
		
		
		

Bruce C. Wyckoff
10975 Aspen Trail
Zeeland, MI 49464
(616) 748-0580
bcwyckoff@att.net

VICE-CHAIRMAN:
		
		
		
		
		
SECRETARY:
		
		
		

Richard Liddick
5237 Glen Arm Road
Glen Arm, MD 21057
(410) 817-6862
RGL2MGBGT@aol.com
Jerome Rosenberger
13112 Benton Camp Road
Benton, IL 62812
secretary@namgbr.net

TREASURER:
		
		
		
		

Alan Magnuson
7754 South Waco Street
Centennial, CO 80016
(303) 400-8076
treasurer@namgbr.net

COORDINATORS OF THE NAMGBR
EDITOR: 		
MGB Driver		
		
		
		

Robert Rushing		
5444 Sutherland Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 353-7655
mgslime@swbell.net

ADVERTISING
& PRODUCTION
COORDINATOR
ART DIRECTOR

Charles E. de Bourbon
PO Box 293
Del. Water Gap, PA 18327		
(570) 424-6259		
chasbo@ptd.net

PUBLICITY		
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

Richard Liddick
5237 Glen Arm Road
Glen Arm, MD 21057
(410) 817-6862
RGL2MGBGT@aol.com

CONVENTION/AGM
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		
		

Tony & Lynne Burgess
318 Hampton Park
Westerville, OH 43081
(614) 899-2394
(614) 899-2493 fax
MORRISMINR@aol.com

TECHNICAL
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

John H Twist
6490 Fulton Street East
Ada, MI 49503
(616) 682 0800

REGALIA		
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

Elvin Davis
7027 Brookshire Ct.
West Bloomfield, MI
48322-2735
(248) 960-2296
ejdavis2@att.net

WEBSITE		
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

Rick Brown
7146 Snowberry Loop
Brooksville, FL 34602
(352) 650-5135
mgrick@mgcars.org.uk

CONCOURS
Coordinator:
		
		
		

Paul Hanley
12403 Coopers Lane
Worton, MD 21678-1350
(410) 778-3674
mg@baybroadband.net

Service		
Recommendation
Coordinator:

Bruce C. Wyckoff
(269) 751-2625
Mg_help@att.net

johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com

FOR REGISTRAR INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE PAGE 65.
The North American MGB Register is affiliated to the MG Car Club of England. The MG Car Club was founded in
1930 and is the original, factory supported, and approved organization for all MGs, with the Club Headquarters situated in Abingdon-on-Thames close by the birthplace of all MGs.
MGB Driver Magazine ©2007 All rights reserved. Any part of this publication may be reproduced by members and
member clubs only, with the expressed credit given to “MGB Driver Magazine” —Editor Robert Rushing.

All images in this issue of the MGB Driver; ©2008-BGA Studios.com/Charles de Bourbon, unless otherwise noted.

The Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

’d like to take the time to thank two
very hard working individuals – Richard Liddick and Jerome Rosenberger.
Richard has been our vice chairman
now for the past four years and has been
a great ambassador for the Register. He
has worked extremely hard to increase
the number of affiliated chapters, grow
the membership, and has been an excellent representative for NAMGBR on the
MG Council. He has always maintained
a very diplomatic and positive outlook
throughout his service.
Jerome stepped in as our secretary
at a point where we were in a bit of a
dire straight. Most people don’t work as
many hours in a full-time job as Jerome
spent on Register business in the weeks
and months that followed as he reorganized and modernized our records.
Jerome can also be given a lot of credit
for helping get this magazine start publishing in full color by finding our new
printer and hammering out a deal.
Now for some business: In the last
issue I announced the new column,
“Reader’s Rides.” I have gotten many
positive responses and have already
received some submissions. Please take
the time to write up a brief paragraph

itting here and composing this
column for the November/December issue of the MGB Driver gives
me the opportunity to reflect on this
past year at the North American MGB
Register.
The keystone for any NAMGBR
calendar is the annual convention, and
this year was no exception. MG 2008
turned out to be an event that brought
enthusiasts from around the United
States and Canada to enjoy MGs and
Philly cheesesteaks. This year’s convention was a join effort between NAMGBR
and the American MGC Register, with
the Philadelphia MG Club acting as
host. This event helped strengthen the
ties between the two national organizations, and we look forward to working
together again.
This year also marks the departure
of a couple members of the Executive
Board: Secretary Jerome Rosenberger
and Vice Chairman Richard Liddick.
We are lucky to have had members like
both of these gentlemen volunteer their
time to make NAMGBR a better organization. Their interest and passion for
NAMGBR has made being the chairman
an enjoyable experience. Jerome and
Richard, thank you for your service to
the North American MGB Register.
The year has also brought some
saddness to the MG community. Eric
Jones, the long-time British car and racing enthusiasts from Delaware, Ohio,
recently passed away after a year-long
battle with mesothelioma. Like many
of MG and British car enthusiasts, Eric
lived a life that was much larger than
our view through the prism of cars.
Eric was a former Marine, Ohio State
graduate, avid reader and rally driver,
competing in a number of races in various parts of the world. He even had cats
named Morris and Austin.
For the North American MGB
Register, Eric was as loyal an advertiser
and supporter as a club could want.
Beginning with the early days of our
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about you, your car, what you do, how
long you’ve owned your car, your local
club, etc, and e-mail it to me so I can
share it with our fellow members.
Check out Ken Smith’s column this
month for an update on the O-Series
powered MGB found in Utah. No matter how you cut it, the car is an important find and a very interesting piece of
MG history.
On a positive front, MG production
has resumed in the UK and is ramping
up in China. There have been a number of stories and projections made of
future models buzzing around on the
Internet. Read more details later in this
issue of the MGB Driver.

Robert
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organization, Eric was always one of the
first to step forward with his checkbook
and purchase space in the MGB Driver.
When the call went out for advertisers
in the Mutual Aid Directory, Eric was
always one of the first to respond. Eric’s
rock-steady support proved priceless for
a fledging organization trying to find
its way.
In a fitting close to his life, Eric
sponsored his 16th Riverside Motors
Summer Party this August. Eric and his
wife, Susan, greeted more then 270 British car aficionados that made the trip
to his small Ohio town. After the end of
a very busy day, Eric lay down to take a
nap and passed away in his sleep.
Thank you, Eric

Bruce

On the Covers
Front: The MGBs of Bill
Page, left, and Marty
Chamberlain snuck onto
the Braden Airpark near
Easton, Pa., during an annual Fly-In/Drive-In event.
Back: MG 2008 participants entering the
show field, unaware that
someday they’d be gracing the back cover of the
MGB Driver.
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I want to name a few of them
who deserve recognition and they are:
Jerome Rosenburger, our secretary, has
done an outstanding job of getting our
new members signed up quickly. He has
modernized our membership database
and is sending out renewals on time.
I can only imagine how many hours a
week he spends doing his “volunteer”
job.
What about Robert Rushing and
Charles de Bourbon? Between the two
of them, we have the best MGB, Midget,
V-8, and 1100/1300 publication in
North America – dare I say – the world?
Finally, I want to bring up Tony
Burgess, the man who never sleeps.
Tony and Lynne are our convention
coordinators; they work with the host
chapters on putting together the conventions. From personal experience,
I can tell you that he works countless
hours for both the Register and the MG
Council to help make sure the members
have a memorable time.
It is the volunteers like those mentioned above and the countless others
that if I listed them all would take up
this entire issue, that make this thing
we call the Register work.
I look forward to serving the Register in the future. Thank again for the
chance.

ello there, and I hope you’ve all
had a great summer enjoying
your MGB. The great news I have
is that our 3000th registration arrived
during early August!
So a special NAMGBR welcome
(fanfare please!) to member #7160, Vincent Calarco, who hails from Nantucket, Maine. Vince owns a 1980 Russet
Brown MGB with gold MG side stripes
and he will receive a special prize in the
mail for being Number 3000!
You know, the more I look at the
MGB database, the more amazed I am
at some of the stories contained within
the Excel files at our disposal. We have
details of the very first U.S.-spec MGB
manufactured, and also the very last
one. (Although numerically numbered
as 523,000, the final U.S. MGB was built
in August of 1980 but not presented to
the Ford Museum until 1981. with a
supposed build date of Oct. 22, 1980!
A name we are proud to count
among members who registered
recently is that of Greg Prehodka, who
masterminds the MG Vintage Racers.
You may recall my mention in the
last issue of the MGB Driver of an O-Series engined MGB apparently found in
Utah. We have now had the opportunity to hear on the subject of this car from
Don Hayter, our honorary member and
chief engineer at the time the MG factory closed in 1980.
Don comments:
The B-Series engine was reaching the
limits of its development, and in order to
meet USA emission standards, the power

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
output had been reduced to a level where
the car could hardly be referred to as a
sports car.
To meet the need for an engine to
power new BL cars, producing more power
and conforming to American emission
standards, a development program was
started by BL to develop a new overhead
cam engine referred to as an O-Series power
plant. When this engine became available,
a test program was commenced to try this
engine in the MGB.
There were 26 cars involved; however,
not all were finally fitted with an O-Series
engine. The cars covered a range of specs
– GT and Roadsters with UK, European,
and American cars were involved. Six
American cars were produced to full Federal
test specification and were fitted with fuel
injection versions of the O-Series engine
prior to being sent to the States where they
completed a full test program, including ascending Pike’s Peak and hot-weather testing
in Arizona and Texas.
At the conclusion of the test program,
the cars were returned to the UK and following specific instructions from BL, the
engines were removed from all the O-Series
test cars (this would have included all UK,
Photos provided by Ken smith

ow, who would have thought
four years would pass so
quickly? This is my final piece
for the MGB Driver as vice chairman.
I want to wish the new vice chairman
good luck, and offer my assistance if he
or she should need it. The position has
been great fun and I have learned a lot.
I would like to thank the members and
chapters for giving me the opportunity
to serve the Register.
Over the last four years, I have
worked on getting the chapters to
maintain the minimum eight NAMGBR
members required to remain a chapter in “good standing.” I have to say,
that most of the chapters have met or
exceeded the numbers. I have signed up
more than a dozen new chapters, and
we have a database for the chapters that
is as current as possible.
As the Register’s representative on
the MG Council, I have gotten to play
a role in selecting the site for MG 2011,
the next all-register event, which has
been scheduled for June 12-18, 2011,
in Reno, Nev. I cannot tell you what a
great event this already is shaping up to
be. The Council members have put in
many hours to make sure a good time is
had by all. There is still much work to be
done on this mega event, and I cannot
wait to go.
Speaking of the all-register events,
I came in on the tail-end of planning
for MG 2006, which is a fond memory
for most of us. But looking back at
the 1,100 or so MGs that were there
in Gatlinburg, what a blast that was. I
hope that we can see a replay in RenoTahoe of that kind of participation. I
will do my best to promote the event.
In closing, I want to thank the other members of the executive board and
coordinators for the work they perform
to help make the North American MGB
Register one of the best-run international MG organizations out there.

Safety Fast!

Richard

As you sit inside, this is the left side of Larry Heaps 1970 Euro Spec MGB GT
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MGB Register
carrying an O-Series engine,
purchased by an ex-employee of MG which was fitted
with a V8 engine.
So there you have it.
Any further information
would be welcomed by
the Register.
Larry Heaps’ 1970 Euro-spec MGB GT
Now for something
completely
different! MemEuropean, and U.S. cars) and sent either
ber Lawrence Heaps owns a white 1970
to Triumph or Longbridge. When the OMGB/GT. So what, you might ask. Well,
Series program was finally wound up at the
this MGB was purchased in London on
closure of Abingdon, the cars were either
Dec. 14, 1970, as an export model that
fitted with B-Series engines or sold as rollwas then shipped to Portugal. I thought
ing chassis.
you might be interested to see a copy
So it appears likely that the car being
of the original registration document
discussed was indeed one of the six MGBs
from which you might discern that it
sent to America and at that time would
was first registered to British Leyland
have been fitted with a fuel injected O-Se(Austin-Morris Ltd), Sales Division,
ries engine; however, we can only speculate
Longbridge, Birmingham on Dec. 10,
that on its return to the UK the engine
1970, before being acquired by its first
may have been removed and the car sold
real owner, one Antonio Cascais, who
as a ‘rolling chassis’ only to be fitted with
resided at the Portuguese Embassy in
a carburetor version of the O-Series motor
Belgrave Square, London SW1.
prior to its first registration in the UK in
The price of the MGB was £970
March 1981. We are also aware of at least
sterling. No duty was payable, but there
one example of a MGB Roadster, formerly
was a purchase tax to be paid in the

Original registration document of Larry Heaps’ European-spec 1970 MGB GT
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amount of £367, seven shillings and
sixpence! The Motor Taxation Office in
Birmingham allocated the license plate
– WON719J, to this fairly rare GT which
now resides in Maryland.
Larry Heaps writes:
I purchased the car sight unseen down
in Tennessee, with the help of James Duke
and Larry Kiehna of the Memphis British
Sports Car Club who vetted the car in my
absence. As you already know, the MGB
was purchased in London in December
1970 and shipped to Lisbon, Portugal in
January of 1971. In April 1980 the then
owner Mr. Cascais, moved to New York
and imported the car into the United States.
It was then acquired by several owners in
Florida, Connecticut, and elsewhere, until I
purchased it in March 2008.
There are several features unique to
the MGB including the ignition switch
and steering lock located on the steering
column as steering locks were required in
Portugal. From the photos you may also
observe the absence of sidelights and the
yellow-over- red tail lights plus a one-piece
rear bumper (The two-piece rear bumper
on 1970 models was only for export to the
U.S.) The front turn signals are amber/clear
and there is of course no pollution control
MGB Driver
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equipment on the car. The interior shot
shows the speedometer in kilometers, and
there is a trapezoid-shaped radio speaker
grill. Also there were no headrests installed
on the car. It also bears the blue BL decal on
the fenders. The car came to me with copies
of receipts, titles, and notes from previous
owners, however, Mr. Cascais’ notes were
all in Portuguese and need translating
some time! As a member of the MGs of
Baltimore, I feel you’ve gotta love British
car people. Most of the fun I’ve had with
British cars is due to the folks the car has
introduced me to!
New members of the Register:

Van Moore....................1972 MGB & 1973 MGB
Greg Prehodka.................................. 1971 MGB
Richard Pohland............................... 1973 MGB
Patricia Pohland............................... 1972 MGB
Dennis Alvarez.................................. 1973 MGB
Michael Shuipis................................ 1970 MGB
John B. Clark..................................... 1972 MGB
Vincent Calarco................. 1980 MGB (#3000!)
Austin Simon..............................1969 MGB/GT
Howie Lapides......1980 MGB LE & 1979 MGB
William Spaits................................... 1979 MGB
Alan & Gayle Cope........................... 1977 MGB

Ken


MG 2009 Update: TDS Rallye
By Bob Gloyd
MGCC Rocky Mountain Centre

W

ith MG 2008 in the books, it
is time to start thinking about
MG 2009. The MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre is honored
to be inviting all of you to join us in
Breckenridge, Colo., on June 24-28,
2009. The MGCC Rocky Mountain
Centre has a long history hosting MG
and sports car events, most notably the
annual Rallye Glenwood Springs going
into its 57th year. The feature event of
the Glenwood event is the TSD Rallye,
and we will be treating you to a sample
of this event at MG 2009.
But wait, you may ask. Just what is
a TSD rallye? Well to begin with, TSD
stands for Time, Speed, Distance. But it
is not a race or a speed event in the usual sense of the word. In fact, if you are
notified by the local constables that you
were exceeding the posted directive,
you are disqualified from the event.
What a TSD rallye really is, to borrow
from another sport, is a nice drive in the
country – ruined!
OK, so in reality, a TSD Rallye in
the U.S. is a driving contest over public
roads at legal speeds where the objective
is to stay on time and on course. Simple,
right? The course has been designed
and precisely measured (to within 0.01
mile) and timed by a dedicated team of
highly crazed people. At the start line,
each team (driver-navigator) is given a
set of instructions. Cars will depart the
starting point at one-minute intervals
and somewhere down the roads there
will be a series of checkpoints. The
team’s arrival time at the checkpoint
will be noted to the exact second and
the team will be assessed penalty
points, one per second early or late,
at each checkpoint. Each leg between
checkpoints is scored separately, so
penalty points for arriving late at one
checkpoint cannot be “made up” by
arriving early at the next one. Just like
golf, the lowest score wins!
10
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The route instructions provided
to the teams will indicate speeds to be
maintained, locations where the speed
is to change, and where turns are to
be executed. The trick here is that the
route is on public roads, and the speeds
designated in the directions are either
at or below the posted speed limit. However, you never know when you might
get stuck behind grandma and grandpa
in their land yacht trying to negotiate a
twisty mountain road, so maintaining
the average speed can be a challenge.
The directions at times are open to
interpretation. For instance a direction of “left at STOP” means turn left
at the next stop sign, however “left at
‘stop’” means turn left when you see a
sign with the word “stop” in it, such as
“Stop at Sam’s,” etc. There can also be
various “traps” written into the route.
These can include, but are by no means
limited to:
Spelling traps: These are instructions where words are quoted. You need
to carry out the instruction only when
you encounter the exact spelling of the
word quoted. For instance, “Turn right
at Smith,” while you might encounter
“Smythe,” you would not turn until you
actually see “Smith.”
Visual trap: This one is a trick. You
actually see the checkpoint and drive
right to it, but there may be instructions
that need to be followed before you get
to the checkpoint.
Overlap: This type of trap occurs
when you fail to complete one instruction before executing the next. For
example, you may be told to continue
on course for two miles, and the next
instruction says ‘Turn Right on Smith.’
If you encounter a Smith before you
complete the two miles and turn, you
will be off course. You would not turn
right until after you finish the two
miles and encounter another Smith.
These are just some examples, there
can be many more. There is a form of
relief available. This being Colorado,
you never know what you might run
11
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into something that even the most
crazed rallye master did not anticipate.
One year at the Glenwood, there was
a cattle drive taking place on one of
the roads and another year where a
bridge was washed out. On both of
these occasions the teams were granted
exceptions for those legs. You can also
request additional time allowance for
breakdowns, flat tires, or “bio breaks,”
but not because you got lost.
We will be having a tech session

consisting of our yet-to-be-world-famous Rallye School before the actual
rallye. Unfortunately, because of time
constraints, we will have to limit participation to 100 cars, so you will need
to sign up early when we have registration open if you wish to run the rallye.
If you do choose to run the rallye,
the most important thing to remember
is to have fun! If you are new to this,
you will screw up but remember, you
are not trying to solve whirled peas – it
is just a nice drive in the Colorado High
Country after all.
illustr ation by k athy hanle y

NAMGBR Concours Coordinator Paul Hanley behind the wheel of his MGB.

Letters to the Editor
Robert,
I was reading the 2008 Mutual Aid
Directory and found my name and address
for Greenwood, Ind., but my phone number
was not listed. I thought I had given my
phone number to whomever I gave my
name and address. It is 317-859-8163. I do
not work on my car and have no mechanical knowledge, but that being said, I am
willing to be of any help that I can be to any
of the members needing any assistance.
—Ron Walker
Thanks for writing in about this,
Ron. I know many members have questions about this each year so I would like
to send out a reminder to double-check
your listing in the MAD book and let the
secretary know if it is not up to date. To
be safe, if we are unclear on whether
you want us to list your phone number
or not, we opt towards the latter.

Hi Robert,
Thanks for the coverage of MG 2008.
It was quite the party, and Charles did a
great job with the photos. Thank you for including a picture of my wife, Wrennie, and
me on page 42, but I must say I’m a little
disappointed that while I’m identified, she
is not. Can you put a note in the next issue
rectifying this?
Thanks and regards —Rob Edwards
Sorry about that, Rob!

Nice convention issue, Robert. Since
my name will likely be used a few times in
the publication as we approach MG 2010,
could I please request that it be spelled ‘Peter Mittler’ (two t’s). Many thanks. —Safety
Fast – P
Sorry about that, Peter!

Hi, Robert!
Just wanted to congratulate you and
the others involved for the great MG 2008
issue I just received the other day. Very nice
photos and very full coverage. Also, I think
the addition of the Reader’s Ride area is a

12
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great idea. As you know, it will give folks
a chance they might not have otherwise to
show of their cars, and, for yourself, it will
help build up your archive of cars you can
use for other things, if necessary. I know
that I find myself often copying photos off
the Internet simply because they are either
particularly good for showing something
we work on or are good enough to be edited
to focus on things that other photos don’t
show well, or for which I don’t have an
example (some year, model) of to help
explain differences.
I have not forgotten that I had
presented a possibility for an article on a
double-lipped rear axle seal. In fact, I was
just doing something the other day which
indicates to me that it seems to be working just as I had hoped. There have been
a number of other things going on with me
(moving, new job, other car projects) that
have taken my attention away from it, but I
promise to write up a short article for you in
the not too distant future.
Best Wishes Bob Muenchausen
Thanks Bob – I look forward to your
article. You always do a great job of explaining the what, why, and how of the
subject in your technical writing!

Dear Editor,
The British Car Cottage Industries
web site has been going for a while now.
The site is devoted to enthusiasts who are
making items for our classic cars but are not
what one would call “commercial.” Therefore, if you know of anyone who is making interesting (or dull) items please point
them to www.britcot.com. This applies to
services as well.
It would be appreciated if you could
get something into your club’s newsletter or
into a magazine perhaps. We do need the
publicity and more items on the site.
Regard — Barrie Robinson
There are some interesting items
out there on www.britcot.com – check
it out for several very unique items

13
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for your MG or maybe some of you
have items you would like to promote
through their service.

Dear MGB Driver Editor,
My 1977 MGB has been a rolling restoration since I purchased it in 1984. I have
fixed, modified, drove it daily, and eventually began entering car shows. In the beginning, I got thirds and then seconds and
finally received some first-place awards.
What a thrill I had when I was
awarded first place in my class (Group F
MGB early 77-78) at MG 2008 and what a
surprise to also be awarded “Best in Show
(any class)”.
I anxiously awaited the arrival of the
MGB Driver and upon its arrival scanned
the listings of results; and was disappointed
to see no mention of the “Best in Show”
award included in that listing.
We did have a great time that weekend

and want to thank you for a well organized
show and banquet. — Neal Becker
Sorry about that, Neal.
To explain the reason for the omission: I generally only run the NAMGBR
categories due to space limitations.
Each local organizing club can add
additional award classes or general
awards to the list, but the ones listed in
the Driver are the ones that are required
by NAMGBR at every convention.
At MG 2008, the local club gave
out a Best of Show, and there were also
class awards for other MG models, other
British cars, separate MGC awards given
by the AMGCR, and a few for crafts and
photos.
There have been times in the past
when we have fit in a few of those, but
this year’s issue was so packed we just
didn’t have space. Congratulations on
your award and for owning such a beautiful car!

MGB Driver welcomes your letters.
Email to mgslime@swbell.net, or mail to MGB Driver Editor Robert Rushing, 5444 Sutherland Ave. St. Louis, MO 63109

14
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From the Bearoyl Racing Book Shelf

By Bob Sherman
Willamette MG Club
& Canadian Classic MG Club

H

ere comes our
delightful Pacific
Northwest winter!
(He says knowingly...)
Time for winter car projects and all the indoor
house projects we put off
all summer. Also, it’s the
time of year to sometimes
settle in with a good book.
Trouble is, if you’re
looking for a great book
about car racing, sports
cars, and the like, they seem non-existent. Or if you do find a likely candidate, it turns out disappointing in that
there is no semblance of reality in terms
of the sports car/racing setting.
If you are familiar with Classic
Motorsports magazine, you may have
read Burt Levy’s articles and in his “At
Speed” column. He has been involved
in the sports car racing world since the
’70s, to a great extent in British cars.
He writes with humor and an in depth
knowledge of his subject matter.
Burt published his first sports car/
racing novel, The Last Open Road, in the
early ’90s. Indeed, he truly published
it himself, after the usual publishing
houses dismissed him with remarks
MGB Driver
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such as, “Those people
don’t read.” Burt had
confidence that a lot of us
“people” do in fact know
how to read, might just
buy his book, and would
appreciate a captivating
novel about our favorite
past time.
If you happen to be
in Burt’s age group, you’ll
surely identify many of
the characters from your
own earlier years. If you
are younger, you’ll gain
an understanding of how
it all started. The main
character, Buddy Palumbo, emerges as a
young man working as a mechanic at a
New Jersey Sinclair Service Station. His
knack for repairing sports cars and his
work ethic propel him through many
exciting life and racing adventures.
“The Last Open Road” is first in a
series of four novels in this continuing
story. It is followed by “Montezuma’s
Ferrari,” “The Fabulous Trashwagon,” and
“Toly’s Ghost.” These books make great
gifts. Just think, buying all four as gifts
for the same person means you’re set
for four occasions! I have thoroughly
enjoyed each, and I think you and others will enjoy them as well.
Online ordering and more information is available at Burt’s website: www.
lastopenroad.com.
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Book Review

MG Competition Cars and Drivers
By Richard L. Knudson
Publisher: Iconografix
ISBN: 9781583881668
www.iconografixinc.com

T

alk about procrastination. I purchased
this book from Mr.
Knudson himself at
MG 2006. It had just
been released and he
seemed surprised that
he had a copy among
all the books he was
selling at the convention. He even signed it
for me (using green ink,
which he informed me
was the favored ink of
Cecil Kimber himself). I got home and promptly added
it to my MG book collection, where
it has sat these past two years before I
finally pulled it off the shelf a couple of
months ago.
I wish I would have read it sooner!
MG Competition Cars and Drivers is
a very interesting book that gives a
detailed history of the major races in
which MGs competed and the drivers
that took them to victory after victory.
Looking back, it’s hard to imagine how
thoroughly MG dominated the small
displacement classes in pre-war racing
where they ruled with 750-1100cc cars.
Luckily, the author takes you through
those days with a level of excitement
that can only come from someone who
truly loves the subject and with a level
of expertise that can only come from
years of research.
Of course, Dick Knudson’s expertise is primarily with the pre-war
and T-Series cars and that’s where the
majority of the book is concentrated.
For those of you who are not familiar
with him, Dick was a founder of the
New England MG-T Register and has
written a number of great books on MG
16
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history. So I guess
it is justifiable that
he concentrates in
those periods since
that is when MGs
were at their peak
of being innovative
and ahead of the
technology curve
with their cars. It
was also the time,
after the war, when
MG helped give
birth to the American club racing
scene, earning the
moniker “MG: The
Sports Car America
Loved First
If I had any complaint, it would be
that the MGA, MGB, MGC, and Midget
sections are a bit thin. Of course, those
cars never competed on the same scale
as the earlier cars and the competition
was much tougher with upstarts such as
Porsche and Lotus stealing the thunder
in the low displacement classes. So he
might be forgiven for the sparseness
since, I guess you can only pad out a
resume so much. However, I would have
definitely liked to have read more on
the Le Mans entries and the outright
win by a MGB of the 84-hour Marathon
de la Route. But that’s just me, and it
doesn’t help that I’m extremely biased
towards the MGB so I don’t know if I
would ever be satisfied with the amount
of attention it would receive in a full
marque history book like this.
(By the way, a little editorial comment right here having nothing to do
with the book: SAIC, if you’re reading
this, the world is ripe for a new smalldisplacement high-performance sportscar, and MG is ready to regain its place!)
If you like to collect books on MGs,
then this needs to be near the top of
your list of books to add to your collection!		
– Robert Rushing
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generational event. Art Shippey took
first place with his 1979 MGB,
his daughter Polly Alvarez took
an award of excellence with
her 1977 B in her class, and
her son, William, took a first
with his nicely restored 1979
midget. William did most of
the work himself, with help
from his grandfather, Art.
My own family is put to
work. My Dad, Ray, is one of
our top go-getters for acquiring door prize and goody bag
Art Shippey’s 1st place 1979 MGB on the show-field.
items. At 89, he still has plenty
of energy to get the work done.
By Tony Shoviak
My daughters, ages 7 and 8, put 180
Lake Erie British Car Club
packets of upcoming British car event
flyers together. These packets go into
n Sunday, June 1, 2008, the Lake each goody bag. Since our goody bags
Erie British Car Club held their
are well stuffed, this helped keep the
10th annual “The British Return flyers from getting lost in the bags. So, it
to Fort Meigs” car show. The weather
looks like we may have some new memwas very cooperative this year and we
bers for the Next Generation Register.
had our largest show yet with 189 veWe would like to thank the
hicles in attendance, of which 54 were
NAMGBR and the following NAMGBR
MGBs and Midgets that were grouped
member clubs for all their support:
in six classes: one for Midgets, four for B
SW Ohio MG Centre
roadsters, and one for B-GTs.
Windsor Detroit MG Club
Along with admiring and voting
Michianna Brits
on their favorite vehicles, the attendees
Emerald Necklace
had a chance to tour Fort Meigs (an
Central Ohio MG Owners
American restored fort from the War of
We are looking forward to our 11th
1812) and the visitor’s center. There also annual “British Return to Fort Meigs”,
was a challenging British trivia quiz,
so mark your calendar for Sunday, June
door prizes, a 50/50 raffle and a silent
7, 2009. If you have any suggestions for
auction. A portion of the proceeds from
our show please contact me. Tony Shothe show is given to the Ohio Historical
viak at Tenntony@worldnet.att.net.
Society.
For those looking for parts or British regalia, we had several used part
vendors plus Jeff and Jan Zorn of the
Little British Car Company and Ted
Schumaker of TSI Automotive to meet
their needs.
Food was available from the Country Kitchen. They serve very tasty hamburgers, hot dogs, homemade macaroni
and cheese, pulled pork sandwiches and
some breakfast items in the morning.
Lian and Mya Grace Shoviak help fill Ft. Meigs
Our show turned out to be a multi-

O

show packets.

MGB Driver

November/December 2008

17

By John Perkins
Williamsburg British Car Club

R

egarding the history of the car, my
Dad bought it new on July 7, 1980,
from Karp Motors in Savannah,
Georgia. Originally the car was purchased for my Mom, but my parents decided to give the car to my older brother
later that summer as a graduation
present from high school. I was eleven
at the time and was devastated as I was
hoping for the
car when I got
older.
After
several years
of abuse by my
brother, I was
able to get the
car in 1988. It
was not running and needed extensive
repairs to the
motor, interior,
top, and paint.
I rebuilt the engine with the
18
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help of my Dad, had the car repainted,
added a new top, and other items. I had
the car back in good shape by 1989.
I drove the car through my college
days; got married to my wife and drove
off in the car from the church, and used
it as a daily driver up until 1994. Kids,
house, job, and other priorities had me
park the car in 1994 and I stored it at my
parents’ house. My son was born two
years later and by 2000, he was interested about this black car in my parents’
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Jack & Jim & Janey & Sharon
Excellent Adventures at MG 2008
View along the Blue Ridge Parkway, Virgina.

After Restoring his MGB it wins first place in its class. A nice reward for preserving the past.

basement. By 2005 he had convinced
me to get the “GM” as he called it out
and running. Minor repairs were done
and I had it back up and running and a
commitment to him to ride him around
in it. The car from sitting 10 years had
welded the clutch plate to the flywheel
and even though I could get the car to
start, it was not in drive-able condition.
I had the clutch and hydraulics
replaced, the front end rebuilt, new
springs and some brake work com-
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By Jim Duke
Memphis British Sports Car Club

A

(Jack’s 1967 and my 1977)
would leave Memphis Sunday
morning, June 22nd, spend 3+
days driving the 1100+ miles
to Valley Forge; spend 3+ days
at Valley Forge; leave for home
on Sunday, June 29th aiming
to get home on Tuesday, July
1st.
We didn’t have rigid plans
about the route we’d take, but
wanted to drive some of the
way on both the Blue Ridge
Parkway and the Skyline Drive,
both in western Virginia. We
met at an entrance to Interstate
Highway 40 on the east side of Memphis and aimed to cover about 450 miles
to Morristown, Tennessee by Sunday
evening.
Monday dawned fine and mild
as we headed northeast on I-81 into
southwest Virginia, passing Abingdon
before leaving the freeway to head
down Virginia Hwy 52, stopping in the
quaintly named Hillsville for lunch at
the Hillsville Diner.
Continuing on, we aimed for Fancy
Gap, Virginia, where we joined the
famed Blue Ridge Parkway. Equal to its
reputation, the Blue Ridge Parkway is
hilly, little traveled, and scenic with frequent pull-outs for spectacular vistas.

good subtitle for this might
be: How The Four of Us Spent
Ten Days and 2500 Miles In
Cramped, Hot, Noisy Cars; Saw Ben
Franklin, the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall, Betsy Ross’ Home, an Amish
Auction, Gettysburg, the Shenandoah
Valley, Drove Through Parts of Five
States, Made Emergency Car Repairs,
and Stayed in a Home Built in 1690!
It was all Sharon’s idea. She’s the
one who thought it would be grand to
combine visiting historic Valley Forge
and Philadelphia with participation in
a national MG gathering – MG 2008. It
seemed awfully far from our home
in Memphis, but maybe if we could
coax other local British Sports Car
Club members into going along…
It was too late to get rooms at
the host hotel by the time we finally committed to going, so Sharon
hunted up a reasonably priced Bed
& Breakfast only about five miles
distant from King of Prussia, Pennsylvania where all the MGs would
be gathering. Then she recruited
Jack and Janey Reynolds to join
our short caravan.
Lunch stop at the Hillsville Diner.
So, it was set. The two MGs
MGB Driver
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pleted. Once that was done, I had the
car stripped down to bare metal and
repainted. I had a new top, new wheels
and other work done.
By the summer the car was completed and I moved to Richmond, Virginia, as part of a company relocation.
I have since joined the Williamsburg
British Car club and showed the car at
the Williamsburg winery show in the
spring of 2007, where the car took first
place in its class.

Photo provided by Jim Duke

Photos provided by John Perkins
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Sharon taking a break on the Skyline Drive.

and rejoined the Federal Parkway – the
Skyline Drive, this time.
The Skyline Drive is in the Shenandoah National Park. We had to stop at a
guard gate to pay a fee to enter; there we
had a curious encounter with the Park
Ranger manning the gate. Jack’s MGB
was behind ours when we stopped to
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pay the fee. After seeming to
discourage us from entering
the park (she informed us
that the Skyline Drive was
under construction along its
entire length and limited to
one lane traffic much of the
way, that speed was limited to
only 35 mph, and that there
was a $15 fee to enter the park
- after which she asked, “Are
you sure you want to go?”),
the ranger allowed Sharon
& I to purchase a permanent
‘Senior’ pass for $10 after we Great Valley House B&B, near Valley Forge
proved we were old enough. I
Civil War buffs will remember
jokingly told her that the elderly gentleChambersburg as one of the sites asman in the car behind was way older
sociated with the battle at Gettysburg.
than me, so he would easily qualify for
Surprisingly though, Chambersburg
the $10 permanent pass, too. But, she
was also a player in the French and
didn’t even offer the senior discount to
Indian War, the Whiskey Rebellion, and
Jack, and he had to pay the full $15 for a
is where John Brown gathered arms and
one-time pass.
supplies in preparation for his assault
You may think the 35 mph speed
on the arsenal at Harpers Ferry.
limit was too restrictive, but it wasn’t.
Starting from Chambersburg, we
The winding, hilly (actually mountainheaded east on Hwy 30 on Wednesday.
ous) road won’t permit too much faster.
We had only about 130 miles left to
Pull-outs for scenic vistas were frequent
travel, and were optimistic of an early
and compelling, so travel was slow and
arrival at our Bed & Breakfast destinaenjoyable. The Skyline Drive is aptly
named, traveling along the higher spine tion. Going east, we stopped first in
Gettysburg, a beautifully quaint and
of the mid-Appalachians at elevation
attractive city; site of the pivotal Civil
between 3,000 feet and 3,700 feet.
War battle. Its one glaring flaw was
While the calendar showed June 24th,
traffic. Trucks, cars, SUVs, pickups,
the temperature was quite cool at elevadump trucks, and semis – everything
tion, causing us to occasionally making
with wheels roared through while we
us southerners wish for long sleeves. In
addition to scenic beauty and a pleasant were there. A simple conversation was
road on which to drive, we had frequent sometimes difficult due to the constant
glimpses of wildlife – deer, ground hogs, rumble.
As we parked street side, we enand birds.
The Park Ranger’s dire warning countered the first MGs seen headed
toward Valley Forge – a convoy from
about continuous road construction
Dayton, Ohio who waved and stopped
was an over statement. We encountered
briefly. We’d traveled right at 1,000
only a handful of work areas and were
miles and hadn’t seen another British
not caused to slow or stop any appreciable amount. Still, with frequent stops car other than a few new Minis and a
handful of late model Jaguars. And, we
to admire the view, or to take snapshots
didn’t see another until our arrival at
of fauna or flora, two hours of driving
the host hotel!
only netted about 30 miles of travel.
Continuing east through York and
So, we exited the Skyline Drive and followed Hwy 340 north to where we again Lancaster along Hwy 30, we had our
most disagreeable travel day. U.S. Highhopped onto I-81 to finish the day at
way 30 is so congested, heavily traveled,
Chambersburg, Maryland.
MGB Driver
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Mountain laurel and rhododendron
were in bloom, along with several other
species of roadside wildflowers. Speed is
limited to 45 mph along the Blue Ridge,
but sharp curves, fairly steep hills, and
the scenic beauty made that pace very
acceptable most of the time.
We left the Blue Ridge Parkway
at Roanoke for overnight lodging. At
that point, the electric overdrive in
my MGB failed to return to duty after
a fuel stop. A recent experience with
erratic overdrive performance due to
low transmission lubricant made that
my first thought as the cause – it proved
not to be the case. Eventually a broken
wire was found, but it was in a difficult
location so I opted to do the balance of
our trip sans overdrive – although the
higher operating rpm meant higher
noise level in the cockpit.
After a visiting downtown Roanoke
for dinner at the world-class ‘Tavern
on the Square’, and a good night’s rest,
we elected to abridge the Blue Ridge
Parkway for a while and headed north
again on I-81. Then, at Harrisonburg,
Virginia, we again left the Interstate

Photo provided by Jim Duke
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Excellent Adventures
and stop-light riddled as
to make it a distasteful
route to drive. We spent
nearly six grueling hours
driving the 130 miles from
Chambersburg to Valley
Forge – all in increasingly
hot weather.
Finally, we arrived at
“The Great Valley House”,
our B&B, around 4 pm.
We’d read that the house
dated to sometime in the
1700s, so we were surprised
when our innkeeper told us Parking lot full of MGs at the event hotel MG 2008.
that the original dwelling
(the dining room of the existing house)
was actually built in 1690, if not a bit
before! It is the oldest house in Pennsylvania and there are only four other
homes of such vintage in private hands
in the United States.
Originally, the house was a simple
stone-constructed one-room dwelling.
The single room is about 15 X 20 feet
in dimension, and still contains the
fireplace – a massive opening that I’d
estimate to be 5 feet tall and 6 to 8 feet
wide – and a stone sink, essentially a
large flat rock cantilevered from one
wall. A sunken area about two inches
deep is carved into the rock to create
a basin, and a drain opens through
the wall to the outside. The innkeeper
said a wooden plug was inserted into
the drain to retain water, and pulled
to drain the water through the wall to
outdoors.
A ladder swung from the raftered
ceiling, allowing children access to
their attic sleeping quarters while the
parents slept in a tiny space alongside
the fireplace (warmth!). Originally the
floor was dirt, but we enjoyed wide
random-width planking which had
been added during the 300+ years of
the house’s life.
Our rooms were on the third floor,
so we had to climb, and descend four
flights of stairs every time we entered
or left. Whew! We had to stoop to pass
through the older doorways. Ceilings in

our rooms sloped
enough to cause even
more crouching. While
our rooms were airconditioned, the main
parts of the house were
not. Lighting was dim
by modern standards,
and furniture rather
rustic. You may think
we didn’t enjoy our stay,
but you’d be wrong. We
had a rare opportunity
to get a personal feel
for life in an earlier
time – without having
to sleep behind the
fireplace or go about by Lancaster County, Pennsylvania is definitely Amish country.
candle light. And, we
we toured all the famous sites of one of
had very tasty breakfasts served by our
the most historic cities in America.
hostess Patty Benson.
After agonizing about missing
We went this far to be part of MG
tech sessions that featured notable MG
2008, and it opened with an evening
experts such as John Twist, we elected
reception at the host hotel. Jack, Janey,
to spend Friday touring the Amish
Sharon, & I sped over Wednesday
countryside in Lancaster County
evening to find a large parking lot
already bursting with at least a couple of (providing we absolutely avoid Hwy 30
hundred MGBs. Almost immediately we which was so obnoxious Wednesday).
Lancaster County is about 45 miles and
spotted friends from Minneapolis, St.
about 150 years west of Philadelphia.
Louis, and Greeneville, South Carolina.
We took interstate roads to the town
Sharon & Janey wandered inside while
of Lancaster and then followed a small
Jack and I strolled the impromptu car
state highway back eastward. We went
show in the parking lot. Fortunately,
we’d had the foresight to bring our cool- through interesting villages named
Paradise, Smoketown, Bird in Hand,
ers filled with beverages to give susteand Intercourse, stopping in inviting
nance in the parking lot.
Amish shops along the way. Right away,
We had registered for a guided bus
Jack found an Amish bakery that oftour of Philadelphia so we made an
fered sweet buns too inviting to pass up
early night of it.
despite the sweltering heat.
The event organizers had two buses
In Intercourse we discovered a
waiting because there was such a high
lively outdoor auction in progress.
demand from the attendees. Leaving
They were selling all kinds of rural and
the Sheraton at 9 am Thursday mornrustic appliances; mostly it seemed from
ing, we traveled into central PhiladelAmish or Mennonite farmsteads. We
phia where we met our tour guides (one
watched as the Amish clad auctioneers
per bus - our bus got the best one). Our
sold buggies, wagon parts, old oneguide, David Edwards, is a PHD histocylinder gasoline engines, sleighs, and
rian, teacher, actor, professional storyteller, and historic re-enactor. He knows other relics usually found in antique
stores.
early American history thoroughly and
At one stop, Jack was sorely temptrelates it in a colorful, entertaining,
ed by a beautiful Amish quilt. The
stentorian style. He also kept track of
Amish women who made the quilts and
the 36 persons in his care – not an easy
ran the shop could have easily gotten
task (just imagine herding 36 cats) – as
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MG2008 show field, the ultimate destination for this adventure, but far from over.

him to spring for one, but their low-key
approach let him escape with wallet intact. Another stop was in an Amish furniture store where we fell in love with
hand crafted Windsor chairs, tables,
and cabinets. It took little persuasion
to get the proprietor to take us through
a door at the rear of the store and into
his neat wood shop where most of the
furniture was made; spectacular work at
reasonable price.
The countryside in Lancaster
County is both picturesque and inviting. Small, neat, prosperous looking
farmsteads cluster much closer together
than we’re accustomed to seeing here
in the Mid South. Without mechanization, the farms must be much smaller
but they seem to be well maintained
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and healthy. There are a lot of livestock,
something missing from most modern
farms – and there’s a livestock smell
throughout the countryside, probably
like all rural areas a century ago. Horses,
cows, sheep, and pigs, along with their
manure create a distinctive, but not
overly unpleasant air. But, one can only
imagine what crowded cities smelled
like two centuries in the past, though.
Saturday morning brought ‘Show
Time!’ We again hurried to the Sheraton before 9 a.m. to join the caravan
of cars headed cross-country about
30 miles to the show grounds. Again,
another blistering hot day was obviously in store for us. It probably took the
caravan about 45 minutes to an hour
to navigate from the Sheraton to the
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Dave Edwards the tour guide on the Phili tour.

site, all at a 35 to 45 mph pace through
suburban traffic. Then there was a long
line to get through the photographer
and to get staged in the correct area. My
car was badly overheating by the time
it got to its assigned spot, but Jack’s car
was just dandy.
The Rube Goldberg electric fan arrangement on the later model MGB had
again done me in. The temperature controlled fan switch had failed, just two
weeks after being replaced! Fortunately,
I was able to jury-rig a jumper to bypass
the switch and run the fans continuously. That makes two mechanical failures
with my car, so far – the overdrive and
now the fan switch.
More than 350 MGBs of all stripes
were gathered in one place. Wow! There
were V8 conversions and original V8
models. There were roadsters and GTs.
There were highly original cars, and
cars highly modified. A few cars qualified as daily drivers, a few others were
real trailer queens. For flavor, there was
a sprinkling of Jaguars, Triumphs, Minis, Midgets, and even a Morris Minor
Traveler. The one shared characteristic
was beauty; all the cars were very nice,
well maintained examples.
Jack and & I wandered the show
MGB Driver
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grounds as thoroughly and hurriedly as
reasonable, but we were unable to carefully review all the cars and vote in all
the categories. We managed to scrutinize most, but there were a few cars we
never got to. There were just too many
exceptionally nice cars, and choices
were sometimes quite difficult. Jack
insisted on originality in the cars for
which he voted. I went more for bling
– guess there’s no accounting for taste.
Did I say it was hot? It was hot. And,
there was no shade except for around
the vendor tents. Whew! Still, we might
have finished our ballots, but a sudden
cloudburst with lightning and thunder
sent everyone scurrying to get tops and
windows raised, then for a bit of cover
beneath vendor tents. Several of the less
hardy souls got in their cars and drove
away. The Memphis bunch stuck it out,
but the rain effectively brought the car
show to an end.
After cooling down and cleaning up at the Great Valley House, we
headed back to the Sheraton for the
Awards Banquet and another round of
conversation with fellow MGB enthusiasts. The Philadelphia MG Club got
much deserved praise and accolades for
a splendid and highly organized affair.
They had left no detail planned – daily
27
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Jim installing the new water pump.

driving tours of area attractions, shuttle
busses to nearby shopping, lists of area
restaurants, message boards, nearly
continuous tech sessions, a ready supply
of Old Speckled Hen, multiple hospitality events, a drive-in movie showing a
not-yet released feature about restoration and first drive of an MG, etc., etc. A
superb effort!
The next morning, Sunday, we
headed toward home, assiduously
avoiding the route along Hwy 30 that
we found so irritating. Instead we
followed the Pennsylvania Turnpike
northwest to Harrisburg, where we
joined Interstate 81 and turned to the
southwest and home, a longer but faster
and smoother route.
We hoped, on Monday, our second
day to stop at Nashville leaving us a
leisurely part day’s travel on Tuesday.
Unfortunately, my 31 year-old car had
other plans. The water pump began
to grumble as we came down the west
slope of the Cumberland Plateau, just
west of Cookeville, Tennessee. It gave
out completely just before we got to the
Carthage exit about 40 miles east of
Nashville.
Being broken down along I-40 is
not a pleasant experience and isn’t for
the faint of heart. Happily, though,
both Jack and I had our coolers with
melted ice water which we used to refill
my radiator and engine. With that
temporary patch, we were able to limp
to the next exit. Then Lady Luck smiled
– there was a decent motel, a liquor
store (there are necessities of life, you
know) and a couple of restaurants at the
28

exit. A fellow at a service station said
a NAPA store was located three miles
south toward Carthage. Jack drove me
to NAPA where the counterman ordered
a replacement pump (from Memphis!)
with overnight delivery. After checking
in at the motel and getting a nice bottle
of wine from the liquor store, the four
of us had an elegant dinner at Waffle
House – it was either there or McDonald’s – and it wasn’t bad at all. At least
the company was elegant.
Next morning, we retrieved and
installed the water pump, topped off
the coolant with fresh anti-freeze and
hit the road. After initial worry and
concern, the water pump failure had
only cost us about two hours and gave
us a chance to grab a few extra moments
of rest before completing our journey.
The drive from near Carthage on home
was uneventful, though we found the
roadside scenery bland and boring once
we were west of Parker’s Crossroads.
In summary, we survived three
mechanical failures with my car – Jack’s
car ran great even though there were
a few fretful moments about engine
heat. So, that’s how the four of us had
a great time as we drove 2,500 miles in
cramped, noisy, hot little cars; saw our
national birthplace; ate Philly Cheese
Steaks; revisited old friends; saw beautiful cars, beautiful scenery, and arrived
home hot, tired, and happy.
Before you ask, yes, we brought
home one piece of hardware – Jack and I
were able to defraud enough people into
voting for my 1977 MGB to garner a 2nd
place in class. It took a lot of campaign
promises and arm twisting, but we
pulled it off! Woo Hoo!
MG 2009 is slated for Breckenridge, Colorado. That’s almost exactly
the same distance from Memphis as is
Philadelphia! Hmmm, maybe we can
capture more Memphians and maybe
a few Arkansans into our caravan. But,
I might carry a spare water pump, and
a couple of spare thermostatic switches
next time...
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Parents: Do You Know Where . . .
. . . the Value of Your MG’s Are???

$
By Dick Wallrich
Minnesota MG Group

I

have been trying to catch up on my
MG reading in the evenings. Added
to the regular stuff I get every month
has been a couple of magazines that
deal with the sale of cars and one that
follows the auction markets around
the world every month. A friend of
mine, Larry Henle, saved me one called
“Sports Car Market” which deals in the
really big time stuff. These are the cars
that you have to be wearing an ascot
in order to check the oil. The reading
for me is almost humorous because I’ll
never see the world of buying and selling cars that are each more expensive
than my house along with its contents.
Of course this is no big deal for Larry, as
anyone who has been to his garage will
tell you – he usually dons a white dinner
jacket in his garage for cocktails every
day at 4:00.
Now if you are like me, you keep
one eye at least haphazardly on the
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current prices of MGs. Or
do you really? I thought that I did, until
I started to take a closer look at what the
cars have going for at sales and auctions
this year. For example, at an auction
in Fort Lauderdale in January, a 1958
MGA 1500 went for $35,100 with the
comment that, “No longer a disposable
British sports car, collectors are settling in with their choice of years and
colors. That’s not to say that there are
less expensive ones out there but this
is darn close to market correct”! Or
how about a 1967 MGB-GT that went
for $11,988.00? The auction comments
were, “This is correct money for a BGT
in the current market and it might
sound cheap in a few months”. I can list
example after example of MGs going
for much more than I would certainly
expect at auctions.
So you say that this is just bidding fever on a few cars. That’s easy to
think until you look at some regular
sale ads that are not auctions. How
about a 1972 BRG roadster with a sales
price of $15,000; a 1973 red roadster for
$16,000; or a MGA Coupe for $23,900?
I can go on and on as I pull examples
from different magazines.
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MG Value
This made me think even further.
What does the official NADA book say?
NADA stands for National Automotive Dealers Association. These are the
people that really dictate the value of
cars, especially when it comes to your
bank, a car dealer, or the DMV. Well, I
was surprised again. I used an example
of a 1972 MGB roadster with overdrive.
The low retail was $6425, the average $10,000, and the high retail was
$25,600. If you have a factory hardtop,
add another thousand bucks. Next I
tried a MGA. The figures for a 1958
MGA are $9,900 for a low retail, $15,500
for average, and $31,700 for a high
retail. Think I’m lying, look it up for
yourself. A Twin Cam gets even more interesting with a high retail of $41,800.
The Gold Book is even a little higher, as
they base their figures from databases
of actual sales. They show the MGA
roadster at $35,000
What’s driving the rise in prices
you ask? A lot of the other cars have had
their time with collectors. Muscle cars
are not getting the prices that they were
a couple of years ago. Maybe people are
finally getting wise to the fact that MGs
were actually well built compared to
their rivals of the era and a person can
actually afford to own one. My brother
used to sell used Ferraris in Seattle back
in the late 60’s. He used to do a lot of
business down in Portland. When he
went down there he always took his
BGT and never one of the Italian things
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as he wanted to make it back home with
a minimum of hassle. We joke about
Lucas, but he used to say that Ferrari’s
were wired with spaghetti. I think
that the styling of a MGB is as current
as today’s cars and that a MGA is the
benchmark of sports car styling. You
can also have as much or more fun in a
MG as you can in any other sports car
while spending a lot less money.
What does it mean to you other
than your MG probably did better than
your stock portfolio last year? Well,
when it comes time to renew your
classic insurance, do some detective
work and be sure you don’t undervalue
your car with your insurance company.
Most collector car policies are agreed
value policies. If you only list your car
as being worth $3,000 then you will
have cheap insurance but that is all you
will get when the blimp falls on it in
the Target parking lot. Beware of MG
insurance that you may have tacked to
your other family cars as they may not
be covering your MG as much as they
should. Some insurance companies
will secretly list it at a much lower value
than what it really is. That is why your
agent can add it on so cheap. You’re
paying a cheap rate to not have your
MG properly insured. Do you think
that anyone at State Farm is figuring out
what my Singer Gazelle is really worth?
That’s why I have it and my MGs with
Hagerty. My insurance on my collector cars renews in July and you can be
certain that I’ll be upping my coverage
this year.
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Pull Handle
bTunes
By Bill Barge
NAMGBR Pull-Handle Registrar

I

n the last year, there have been
several articles and letters in the
MGB Driver concerning music
in our MGBs. While some say that
the exhaust note should be music
to our ears, I’ll admit that there are
times I want to listen to the news, a
talk show, or music. Building on the
efforts of others, we have a variety of
alternatives.
The article “Stereo from a Single
Speaker” (May/June 2007, p. 53)
discussed using a single 5x7 140watt peak power stereo to replace the
original 5x7 mono speaker. In the
“Letters to the Editor” (July/August
2007, p. 12-13) we were told the most
common dealer installed radios were
AM radios with British Motor Corporation written on the faceplate. We
were also given web sites and e-mail
addresses to contact to restore these
radios. Finally in “Installing Hidden Music” (March/April 2008, p.
37-38) the owner left a non-working
classic AM radio in car but bypassed
it with a two-channel amp. An iPod

Never to be released MG bTunes ipod, but
technology has made inroads into vintage
cars making audio systems sound better.

Originally fitted Audiovox Radio & center console speaker.

MGB Driver

November/December 2008

31

Pull Handle

Below a Pioneer radio with a built in cassette
player. Ahh Cassetts, remember them?

A cheap power booster.

Replacement speakers for center console.

Audiovox label.

Speaker installed just in front
of the wheel arch
Cassette adapter.

or MP3 player was connected directly to
the amp by using an adapter cable. My
setup is another alternative.
When I purchased the car in 1992,
there was no radio. I first attached a
mid-80’s Pioneer AM/FM/Cassette
to two round 4-inch speakers in the
original speaker location (I wish they
had the stereo 5x7 back then). I found
an original-period-looking Audiovox
AM radio. I swapped out the Pioneer for
the Audiovox. But because the Audiovox radio only puts out 4-watts total, I
added a 40-watt amp under the dash. As
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I’m sure we would all agree, it is hard to
hear anything at speed from only the
original speaker location. I soon added
two additional 4-inch speakers on the
side panels directly behind the seats.
After all of this work, I became greedy,
wanting FM and cassette. The Audiovox
radio was swapped out in favor of the
Pioneer. I removed the amp also. I have
had this setup for about 12 years.
The popularity of CDs in the 1990s
tempted me to install a CD player in
the B, but none looked right to me. The
21st century brought us iPods and MP3
MGB Driver
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players. By using an adapter with the
cassette player, I can use my MP3 player
in the B, but I would still like to go back
to the classic AM radio look.
Let me know what audio setup you
have in your pull-handle MGB. Are you
still using the original AM radio? Have
you made modifications to allow you
to use an MP3 player with FM tuner to
eliminate the need for an AM/FM/CD
radio? Have you installed a state-of-theart system with DVD player and GPS?
Since I last wrote, we have had six
MGB Driver
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pull-handle MGBs added to the sub-register. They are: GHN3L/120 in the care
of Stephen Dieterich; GHN3L/9858 in
the care of James O’Hare;
GHN3L/10243 in the care of Lann
Mauck; GHN3L/19485 in the care of
Bruce Miller; GHN3L/46968 in the care
of Dave Shively; and GNN3L/53792 in
the care of Victor Van Tress
Send me an e-mail if you are unsure
if your B is one of the 189 included on
the pull-handle register.
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University Motors

By Bruce Wyckoff, NAMGBR Chairman
Photos by Keith Holdsworth

I

n a fitting tribute to all things “8”,
University Motors hosted an Octagon
Party on August 8, 2008 (08/08/08).
John Twist and his wife, Caroline, have
been hosting a Summer Party, that at
one point, stretched for 29 consecutive
years. This year’s event is was a low-key
gathering that resembled the Summer
Parties of long ago, just a group of MG
and other British Car enthusiasts enjoying their cars and a beautiful summer
afternoon.
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As the cool morning dawned in the
parking lot at the Hilton Hotel, a number of MGs awaited the magic moment
of 8 minutes after 8. At the appointed
time, a caravan of MGs, Triumphs, and
other British Cars motored their way
west to the shores of Lake Michigan.
After a scenic, thirty-five mile drive
through the countryside of West Michigan, the caravan arrived at Kirk Park.
As cars of various models and colors
parked together, other cars from around
the area joined them. In all, over 75 cars
made the pilgrimage to the site of the
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Summer Party 08-08-08

first UML Summer Party.
John and Caroline made the
rounds and greeted the attendees. As
with all MG events, stories about the
“old days” and memories of friends long
departed were a frequent subject of the
small groups that formed during the
event.
The Chicagoland MG Club, lead
by Reinout Vogt’s 1930s-era M-Type
Midget turned out a number of members for the event. When lunchtime
rolled around, a number of the Chicagoland members ran to the local grocery
store and purchased enough food to

MGB Driver

November/December 2008

feed a small army. Everyone appreciated
the generosity of the Chicagoland Club
as we ate lunch at the shelter.
As new friends were made and
old acquaints renewed, the afternoon
drifted lazily by while bonnets rose,
photographs were taken, and the stories
were continued.
The day was winding down and as
many of the attendees started to drift
toward their cars, there were many
heartfelt goodbyes and promises to
return to the area the next time University Motors sponsors a Summer Party.
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Restoring Our ‘79 MGB

By Steve and Kathy McDowell
Florida Suncoast MG Car Club

W

e are humbled and delighted
to have received First Place
in the MGB Rubber Bumper
Category at the GOF South XLII 2008
weekend in April. The following is the
story of the some of the labor expended
on the car from Nov 2007 – Feb 2008.
We were MGB-less after selling a
fantastic supercharged 1980 MGB last
April. We were getting itchy for another
one in the fall and began to looking
on sites such as eBay and Craigslist for
the next one. After limiting the search
to within 25 miles of our home and
looking at several that were better in
pictures than in real life, we about gave
up. But, we did see one on lemonfree.
com that had potential. It was listed
for $7250 that was in a shop in Temple
Terrace where they couldn’t figure out
the carburetor problems. I offered the
owner $2000 cash and to take over his
mechanics bill. He agreed and I had it
towed to Glenn’s MG Repair where the
carburetor was fixed.
We never intended to make the B
anything but a fun driver; but, as they
say, things change. During the Christmas party in December, several folks
suggested that I repaint the wheels. The
local tire shop dismounted the tires
and we wire-brushed the rust away, did
some undercoating, then hand painted
and added clear coat. After the tires
36
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A collage of the restoration experiences.

were remounted and put back on the
car they looked great, but they made the
rest of the car cry for an overhaul.
Well, after 200 hours of labor,
countless deliveries to the house, and
an undisclosed sum of cash; we had
pretty much completely restored the car
and finished it the day before my 50th
birthday.
During this process, I learned a lot
and credit the success to many of the
men and women of the Florida Suncoast
MG Car Club that provided advice.
Other big helps were the Victoria British
parts catalog, “MGB Owners Workshop
Manual”, and “MGB Restoration Manual” – each having many exploded views
to help get the items back together the
right way. Special thanks to Glenn’s
MG Repair that answered my many
questions and tolerated my wanderings in the bone yard. We found a few
parts shipped were not quite right. The
L-brackets for the windshield were a different size, and when I tried to re-drill
them (during the last steps), I drilled
thru the frame and windshield. Glenn’s
MG Repair came to the rescue and put
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on a new frame and replaced the glass.
Getting the frame into the car required
several braces and a mallet, but it finally
fell into place.
One of the early cosmetic fixes
was the bumpers. The previous owner
had drilled holes in the front to mount
a front license plate. Guess he forgot
that the bumper already had tapped
holes underneath for a plate. Besides
the holes, the bumpers were heavily cut
and scratched so I simply de-skinned
them and put on new ones. Each is held
on by 27 steel pop rivets. The rivets on
the bottom are visible and presented no
problems. Those on the top are under
a fold and the rubber had to be pulled
back, new rivets installed (broke three
pop rivet guns in the process) and then
a heat gun was used to fold the rubber
back in place. We also thought a new
scoop and fog lights would look nice so
they were added as well.
The dash board was also replaced
– twice. The first time I used contact
cement but did not align the gauges
so, the whole front we miss aligned. I
was able to get the cover off, without

any damage with a heat gun. Glenn
Lenhard suggested the use of Gorilla
Glue and using the gauges to help align
the cover. This method work quite well.
Once the cover was set, we added the
wood overlays and locked down the
gauges. Of course it wasn’t quite that
simple. All the gauges needed new glass,
gaskets, chrome bezels rings, and they
all got a touch up of paint. The clock
had to be replaced and the temperature
gauge internals reworked.
Katherine thought that the car
needed a biscuit interior rather that the
black one. She opted for new leather
seat and I placed the order…and another truck load arrived. I couldn’t find
a biscuit top at Moss or Victoria British
that I liked so called Prestige Auto in
Liverpool and placed the order for a top,
boot cover, and tonneau cover. These
arrived in a week and fit perfectly with
all the straps and snaps pre-installed.
All in all, this was a great project
and leaves me eager for the next one.
Katherine liked a MGA Coupe she saw
at the MG GOF in Silver Springs so the
search is on for one of those to keep me
busy.

Interior upholstry work.

Using a heat gun to get the bumper to lay flat.

New fog lights.

New Interior with a new dash too.

Riveting the new bumper.

Right side beutifully finished and buffed out.

Getting down to the basics, preping for paint.

Original interior!
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Another view of that beautiful dash.

A before and after picture of the wheels. The
new rosette wheels, an obvious great choice
for that touch of a well detailed car.
Couldn’t call it finished without them.

Now from the left side. Still looks great!

Steve and Kathy still
together after it all.
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Attention MGB Owners

Warning • Oversized Rim Users Beware

Old Rim Clearance” shows the 14”x6” wheel with the new Moss tie rod ends.
Note the gouged area of the rim to the left of the tie rod end
By Bob Agar
Tucson British Car Register

R

ecently while driving my 74 1/2 B
roadster, I encountered a problem
that could have had disastrous
consequences. My car has the 14” x
6” Aero 5-Spoke Alloy Wheels from
Victoria British (part #9-2265) that were
purchased and installed by the previous owner of the car and have been on
the car for some time. While making a
sharp left turn (U-Turn), I heard a loud
clank, followed by a severe grinding
noise from the front end. It felt like a
brake binding and pretty much stopped
the car from moving forward. A cursory
visual inspection did not show any apparent damage or cause for the noise. I
backed the car a short distance and no
noise. The car seemed to drive normally
now when moving forward. However,
40

there is always that nagging thought
saying, “Abnormal things in LBCs do
NOT fix themselves.”
Anyway, the car drove normally the
in short distance home and was fine the
next morning until I turned left again
a few blocks from home and the same
thing happened. Once again, I backed
up, the binding released itself, and all
seemed well on the short, but cautious,
return trip home. Unfortunately, turning into my driveway provided an encore performance. I backed the car into
the garage, jacked up the front end, and
inspected the brakes on both sides. All
appeared normal. Then I noticed some
small aluminum shavings on the garage
floor and in the driveway. Examination of the inside of the left front rim
showed damage all the way around the
inside edge of the rim.
Re-mounting the rim and rotatMGB Driver

November/December 2008

originals, so they were replaced with
Moss #263-390 ends. These have a more
tapered shoulder at the top and provide
slightly more clearance than the stock
ends, even when the tie rod is rotated
downward (counter clockwise). So far,
no recurrence of the problem, but I’m
still nervous and wait for the “bang/
grind” every time I turn to the left or
make any sharp turns. I have ordered
6mm wheel spacers from Moss Motors
(part # 674-685) and plan to install
them on the front wheels to allow
enough clearance to establish a “comfort zone”. On my rubber bumper car,
the new tie rod ends with the MiniLite look-alikes
these
spacers will still allow sufficient
from Moss. The clearance is still less than 1/2”, but
tire clearance with the front fender
does allow plenty of clearance even with the tie
rod rotated a far downward aspossible placing it openings to avoid any tire rub.
So that’s my story and words of
as close to the rim as travel will allow.
warning to anyone installing oversize
ing it slowly showed that the tie rod
custom rims on a B. Neither the meend was in direct contact with the rim.
chanic nor I have ever encountered this
When the tie rod flexed downward, the
problem, but I cannot help but wonder
tie rod end made firm contact with the
how many rollovers and other accidents
wheel rim. Rotating the tie rod slightly
involving LBCs might have been caused
upward (clockwise as you look toward
by a similar problem and blamed on
the wheel hub) released the contact
“faulty front suspension parts” or “poor
with the rim. In other words, the clearmaintenance.
ance is so critical at this point, that
Footnote: Upon measuring the offset for
any slight play in the tie rod can cause
these custom rims, I found the followthe end to contact the wheel and act
ing:
as a rather abrupt “parking brake”. The
The wheel width is six inches and
softness of the aluminum rim versus
the distance from Mounting Hub to
the steel rim adds to the problem. Had
Inside Rim Edge is 4.5 inches. DividI been doing highway speeds, I hate to
ing rim width (6”) by 2 gives a 3-inch
imagine what might have happened. I
centerline measurement.
would probably have wished that the
Subtracting the 3” centerline from
wheels came as a set of five….four wheel
the 4.5” rim to hub measurement gives
rims and a roll bar!
a positive offset of 1.5 inches. This
Being unwilling to drive any
multiplied by 25.4 (conversion) equals
distance and at any highway speeds, I
38.1mm positive offset.
had the car towed to my favorite MG
The typical wheel offset for MGBs
mechanic/guru 35 miles up the road
is 22mm (or .90 inches). This means
in Tucson (about $150.00 with “fuel
that these custom wheels are 0.6” (more
charge” included). Inspection there
than a half inch) beyond typical, and
pretty much confirmed by diagnosis,
are therefore pushing the safety limits
and checking other MGBs in his shop
(in my opinion).
with aftermarket alloy rims showed a
In addition, the 6mm spacers from
similar lack of clearance between tie
Moss do not make any appreciable
rod ends and wheel rims. There was
difference in tie rod clearance and the
less than 1/4” clearance between the tie
manufacturer recommends eight full
rod ends and the Minilite style rim or
turns on the lugs. The spacers only alPanaSport style rims.
low five full turns, so they do not work.
The tie rod ends on my car are the
Feedback is always welcome.
MGB Driver
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Valve Adjustments
Photos provided by dennis sil ance.

The Click-Click-Click Way
By Dennis Silance
Keystone Region MG Club

I

f you like to do things the old, tried
and true way, as in adjusting the
valves on pushrod engines with
a feeler gauge, stop right here. Don’t
read any further! But if you’re like me
and have been using the old-fashioned
method of wrench, screwdriver, and
feeler gauge, and still have that singing
sound reminiscent of August cicadas
coming from one or more valve rockers
after you just finished an adjustment,
then read on. We’re going to take a
closer look at a tool from England
known as “Clik-Adjust, the micrometer
tappet adjuster.”
Our little British cars have the
reputation of being “a bit clattery”
when it comes to engine noise, and
we’ve all been comforted by hearing
the comment from fellow enthusiasts,
“better a bit loose than over-tight”
when referring to valve chatter. So, off
we go, enjoying all the little sounds that
emanate from all different parts of the
car, even taking some minor solace in
being able to identify the sound. As in:
“Yeah, that’s the number two rocker …
needs adjustment” or “ I’ve got to fix
that loose shock link … But I only hear it
when I hit a bump, though.”
Funny how we can drive around
for months with an exhaust pipe wired
to the frame with only a piece of coat
hanger, and it banging against the
floorboard on every bump, about to fall
off completely and be run over by the
cop following us (been there).
But the moment we hear a little
squeaking noise coming from the front
end, only on right turns, we can’t sleep
until we find out what’s causing it. We
won’t fix it; we just want to know what
it is. That’s what bought me to finding
out why I still had a couple of clattering
rockers after I did an adjustment, not
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Adjusting the valves with precision and this is the tool to do it.

Dennis is throwing away the tried and true
method of adjusting his valves. The “August
Cicadas” song from his engine drives him to find
the valve adjustment to quiet such a tone.

once, not twice, but thrice!
To begin with, for all us novices,
understanding how and what we’re
adjusting is the first step in getting to
the bottom of this mystery. Our little
overhead valve engines are a type of
piston engine that places the camshaft
in the cylinder block. Lifters or tappets
reside in the engine block between the
camshaft and the pushrods. Pushrods
actuate rocker arms above the cylinder
head and in turn actuate the valves.
Valves are just that – a tapered plug that
fits the openings or ports at the bottom of the cylinder head and above the
pistons that let in fuel and air (intake)
and let out the products of combustion
(exhaust).
Valve clearance refers to the small
gap between the rocker arm and the
valve stem that ensures the valve completely closes and acts as an expansion
joint in the valve train. Herein lies the
MGB Driver
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area of concern – too great a clearance
will cause excessive noise from the valve
train “hammering” during operation,
resulting in lost performance and driver
irritation; too little clearance goes
unnoticed at first, but results are far
more consequential – loss of power and
compression followed by burnt valves
leading to costly repair bills or even
causing an engine fire.
Adjusting the clearance is done
by turning the rocker adjusting screw.
Sounds simple enough … until you
realize you need three hands to do it
the conventional way. One to hold the
screwdriver, one to work the wrench for
the locknut, and one to insert the feeler
gauge to obtain the correct clearance.
But hey, mechanics have been doing it
this way for years, it can’t be that difficult.
First, let me back up a bit, I’m getting ahead of myself. Again, for the
benefit of us novices out there, let’s
go through a typical valve adjustment
procedure. Start by removing the valve
cover and locating the rockers. They’re
mounted on a shaft that runs down the
middle of the cylinder head, and they
rock back and forth between valves
MGB Driver
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(under those heavy-duty springs) on
one side and the pushrods on the other
(where the adjusting screw is fitted).
It’s not as easy as picking any
screw and start turning; you must first
determine the adjustment order which
you can get from the shop manual for
your vehicle. You then turn the engine,
preferably by hand (pull the coil lead
to prevent accidental starting), which
will start the valve train turning, to
alternately open and close valves to the
point where the correct size feeler gauge
is inserted between the rocker pad and
the valve tip sticking up through the
heavy duty spring.
Again, sounds simple enough …
until you realize that you must turn the
valve train to an exact point where two
valves are open (springs fully compressed) and the two corresponding
valves are completely closed, leaving
you that little elusive gap on the two
closed valves that now can be adjusted
using the “three-hand method” we
spoke of previously.
Your manual will say something
like “turn the crankshaft until 10 and
12 valves are open” (six cylinder engine)
and “check the gap on valve tips 1 and
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3.” “Turn the crankshaft” is a term left
open to interpretation, as we find so
often in these manuals. The writers are
kind enough to allow us to exercise our
creative juices. In this case, we can try
a couple of methods, such as putting a
big wrench on the crankshaft nut and
turning over by hand. Sounds easy,
until you try to get that big wrench in
between the radiator and pulley, and if
you do, you’re likely not to have enough
room to turn it.
You could employ one of those
remote hand-held starter gizmos that
allow you to engage the starter and
turn the engine while viewing the
valve train. Trouble is, I have one of
those gizmos, but have never been
able to “interpret” the directions and
find out where I hook it up. (If anyone
The tool illustrated with clicks in mind.
knows, please clue me in!) You could
jack the rear drive wheel up off the
takes place. Try this – hang a half-inch
ground and with the car in high gear;
wrench horizontally on the jam nut
turn the wheel, which turns the drive
of the rocker for the valve that needs
train. Trouble there is you have to keep
to be fully open. Watch the far end of
running from the back of the car to the
the wrench to detect movement of the
front to see what’s happening. Another
rocker up and down. This makes deterthree-handed job, I guess. Maybe if that
mining where the fully open position is
third arm was really long…
and a lot easier to see.
The method I’ve settled on is this:
If an adjustment is required, loosen
loosen all the spark plugs to relieve comthe locknut, turn the adjustment screw,
pression, put the car in fourth gear, and
while standing in front of the car, bump insert the feeler gauge (with that third
hand), then, not allowing the screw
your legs or knees against the bumper
to turn, lock the jam nut snug. OK,
or front end and slowly roll the car
simple right? Then why do I still have
backwards turning the drive-train. You
some “chattering” coming from a valve
don’t have to move far to see the valve
or two when I put everything back
train moving. (Make sure the garage
together and start her up? It seems, oh
door is open if you’re working inside… I
wise one that the problem comes from
know what you’re thinking … and yes,
the feeler gauge. What, you say … The
I did). Now you can proceed, using the
same feeler gauge my dad gave me when
sequence provided in your manual, and
he showed me how to gap the spark plug
adjust the clearances.
on my mini-bike?
Of course the next problem you
Actually, the problem is not with
incur is, “how do I know when a valve
the gauge itself, it’s the wear mark on
is fully open, allowing me to gap the
the bottom of the rocker pad that’s the
corresponding fully closed valve?”
real culprit. Seems all that hammerI can’t see the valves, they’re down
ing has left a little indentation on the
inside the cylinder head and it’s tough
bottom of the pad, and when slipping
enough to see this little vertical up and
down movement let alone know exactly that flat .015-inch feeler blade under it,
you are only measuring the high edges
when the change from up to down
around the wear mark. And if the mark
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is significantly deep, this could leave a
few extra “thou” unaccounted for. Aha!
Now we’re getting to the click-clickclick part. (“Finally!” says the crowd).
Enter the Clik-Adjust made in the
UK by Gunson. You may have heard of
this all-in-one tool, it’s been around for
sometime and claims to be a “micrometer tappet adjuster” that “compensates
for wear” and is “suitable for all pushrods and all types of threads” and is “essential for worn tappets” (I’m guessing
it’s that Brit-language thing, referring
to the rocker arm as a tappet). It’s a
wrench and screwdriver together with
an adjusting knob on the top that clicks
when you turn it (the micrometer part,
I’m guessing).
Having read the reviews from
fellow enthusiasts at the usual sites, I
thought I’d take the bait and try out this
tool. It claimed to cure what I was ailing
from, and for around 50 bucks, what
the heck… I could always eBay it. Well,
to cut right to the chase… the directions are a bit convoluted and definitely
“British,” but once you figure out how
many clicks equals your recommended
clearance and get a feel for the adjusting
knob, it’s the cat’s ---, as my dad would
say.

It does indeed compensate for the
wear factor by accurately setting the distance between the valve stem and the
bottom of the groove on a worn rocker
pad. Without getting into it too much,
you first calibrate the tool by counting the clicks it takes to measure your
recommended gap setting, as in eight
clicks on the adjuster is 15 “thou” on a
24-tpi adjusting screw. Once you know
that, the rest is pretty smooth from
there. Hold the wrench handle with one
hand and turn the screwdriver-adjusting knob with the other (no third hand
needed) and count the clicks. Once you
get a feel for it, you can adjust a set of
valves in 15 minutes or less.
Two things – you do need to provide the tool with the correct size socket
for the jam nut (no biggie), and the
threads on the adjusting screws need to
be clean and in good shape (a biggie).
If they’re not, you won’t get the correct
adjustment.
Well, it comes down to the old, “Do
I want this tool?” Yes. “Do I need this
tool?” Well, maybe what I do need are
some new rocker arms. Heck, they’re
cheap enough. Coulda bought five new
ones for the cost of this tool.

This beautiful 1969 MGC belongs to Brad and Valerie Wik from Chapin, SC. Image taken at MG 2008.
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Converting a Midget to Overdrive
Photos provided by Brian Demick

By Brian Demick
MG Club of St Louis

T

hose of you not well-versed in these
wonderful Little British Cars, may
say, “I didn’t think MG offered the
overdrive transmission as an option
in the Midget”. That is true; however,
late-model Midgets (1975-1979), or MG/
Triumph hybrids, as some would refer
to them, actually can be fitted with a
4-speed overdrive, albeit a Triumph
Spitfire overdrive. So, if you can get
over the fact that my car is 1/2-MG and
1/2-Triumph, I thought I’d share my
‘experience’ with you.
I’ve owned my car for about a year
and half now, and haven’t really done
much to it (although my Dad would
probably argue this, as he assisted in
most, if not all the “fun”). New brakes
and rotors, starter, water pump, new
leaf springs, poly bushings pretty much
sums it up. But as everyone probably
can relate, I always have a “Midget Wish
List”. Chelle, my wife, constantly makes
fun of me as this “wish list” seems to
grow exponentially around Christmas and my birthday. My list always
includes a few more expensive, items,
such as a new exhaust system, new car46
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buretor to replace the Zenith, electronic
ignition, etc. As this list grew, I never
once considered an overdrive.
About seven months ago, John
“The MG Doc” Mangles of All British
Car Repair informed me that he knew a
guy that had a Spitfire J-Type overdrive
for sale for $300. So my Dad and I went
and took a look at it, and upon initial
inspection, yea, it looked like a transmission, and it seemed in decent shape,
but to me that was about it. So I debated
for a few minutes and then decided
to take a chance on the man’s word
that the overdrive worked. From what
everyone was telling me, $300 was a
pretty good price, if it’s functional. The
transmission sat in my garage for several
months and then with spring quickly
approaching, my Dad and I decided to
pull the engine to start on the overdrive
install. We had the engine and transmission out in less than three hours,
not bad for a couple of amateurs.
I decided to bring the overdrive
transmission (and the original transmission) to John’s shop to get other
opinions as to the condition of the overdrive unit and gearbox. Since I didn’t
know much about transmissions, I decided to completely disassemble the one
47
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that came out of my car. What
better way to learn the intricacies of a manual transmission?
As the original transmission was
in what seemed to be a million
pieces, the overdrive was sitting
in the very near vicinity, perfectly intact. I knew the reverse
gear on the overdrive transmission was in pretty bad shape, but
didn’t know the condition of the
other components (laygear and
shaft, thrust washers, synchros,
etc.) So, it was decision time
This is a close up of the pump cam.
– do I dare attempt the disassembly process on the overdrive
transmission or do I just put it in
worn down. As luck would have it they
as is, hoping all the components are in
all were in good shape. The next thing
good working order? The consensus of
I noticed was that laygear and shaft
many was to deal with the worn reverse
were badly worn. No big deal, right? I’ll
gear and just “mount it up”. So, as those
just order new ones. The Layshaft was
who really know me would understand,
$20; however, the laygear cluster for a
I made the executive decision to replace
1500 Midget was $259.95. OUCH! As
the reverse gear, which meant complete
it turns out, John came to the rescue.
disassembly. Was this the right deciHe swapped out my worn one with
sion? Read on and you can decide for
one that he had that looked practically
yourself.
new. Thanks John! After ordering the
A month passed and after a tremen- layshaft and a few other parts, I began
dous amount of reading on internet
the reassembly process. I thought I was
sites (www.mgcars.org.uk and www.
doing myself a favor by taking pictures
rimmerbros.co.uk), and picking the
before disassembly, but it didn’t help a
brains of many club members, I ran
whole lot, although I still recommend
into my first hurdle, removing the
it. After several more hours, the ‘guts’
main shaft and gear cluster from the
of the transmission were in. What a
transmission housing. Based on
what I’ve read and what people
told me, it simply should tilt
and come right out of the top of
the transmission housing. Well,
it didn’t come out easily. After
many ideas and about an hour
of precise “coercion”, we were
finally able to pull the shaft
from the housing. This worked
and then I thought to myself,
“It’s all for the love of the
hobby”. So once I had the main
gear cluster out, I asked John
what to look for with respect to
the synchros. He indicated that
the ridges along the inner diameter should feel “sharp” and not This is the input shaft.

Photos provided by Brian Demick
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Circlup clamps holding the pump cam lobe.

relief! WRONG!! As I was putting away
miscellaneous tools and other parts, I
noticed two half-shaped washers lying
on the table. I FORGOT TO PUT THE
THRUST WASHERS IN!! And again, I
thought to myself “It’s all for the love of
the hobby.”
After the second disassembly and
assembly, I was sure that all the necessary parts were installed. Now for the
next hurdle: placement of the cam that
drives the pump in the overdrive. I had
a taken a picture, so how difficult could
it be? Placement of the cam involved
three parts: the cam, a ring clip and a
circlip. The picture showed where each
part was supposed to go along the mainshaft. The circlip locks in place, the

The shift linkage on the transmission.
MGB Driver

November/December 2008

cam slides in place, and the ring
clip fits in a groove adjacent to
the front side of the cam. After
several more hours and countless thoughts and opinions, the
ring clip just didn’t fit – period.
That evening passed, and we
still couldn’t figure out this
seemingly simple assembly.
Well, Dad to the rescue, again.
He slightly increased the bevel
on the inner edge of the cam
allowing the ring clip to “snap”
firmly in place. The second
hurdle was conquered.
Now with the gear assembly rebuilt and the cam
in place, it was time to fit the
actual overdrive unit onto the rear of
the transmission housing. It came off
easy, it should slide on easy. WRONG!!
By now my patience (some may argue I
have no patience) was completely gone
and extreme frustration had set in. I,
again, reminded myself “It’s all for the
love of the hobby”. We determined
that somehow the non-overdrive inner splines and the overdrive splines
became offset sometime after assembly.
The only thing I could think of was that
splines may have engaged when we put
voltage to the solenoid to test it. We
manually tried to realign the splines,
but didn’t have any luck. After a couple
more hours, we finally got the splines
to align by disengaging the springs in
the overdrive. Finally, after
countless hours and four-letter
words, the overdrive transmission was completely assembled.
I replaced the old overdrive
switch with a new one, inserted
the gear lever, and prayed that
everything was in place and
installed correctly. I hesitantly
shifted to 1st, then 2nd, then
3rd, and finally 4th. Checked
the overdrive switch in 3rd and
4th gear, checked the reverse
switch. It worked like a charm!
The next task: modifying
the frame and transmission
tunnel for the new overdrive
transmission. Unlike some situ49
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ations with the MGB, the Spitfire overdrive does not just slide right in. Two
modifications are required: (1) Widening the transmission tunnel to fit the
larger overdrive unit and (2) Removal of
the cross member which supported the
original transmission. I cut out the cross
member and then used a scissor jack to
widen the tunnel approximately 1” on
either side.
With the transmission completely
assembled and the frame modified, it
was time to bolt the transmission to
the engine. On a side note however,
with the engine removed, I thought
it would be a good idea to replace the
thrust washers. The design of the
Spitfire 1500 engine causes premature
wear. Again, I want to thank “good old
Dad” for replacing them for me. As we
attempted to bolt the transmission up,
it wouldn’t “mate” completely up to
the engine. There was about a 1/4-inch
gap, and it just wouldn’t go any further.
That ever so familiar sense of frustration quickly surfaced. And yes, again, I
thought to myself, “It’s all for the love
of the hobby”. Initially, we thought that
maybe the input shaft was slightly too
long or the diameter, or the end was too
large, or the bell housing on the new
transmission was slightly shorter. As it
turned out, the clutch wasn’t aligned
properly, which prevented the input
shaft from extending completely into
the block. We removed the clutch and

as we reattached it, Ken Biermann, using a spare input shaft, applied slight
pressure upward. With the clutch back
on, we attempted to mate the transmission to the engine. Fit like a glove!
Now we were in the home stretch.
Since my Dad has all the time in the
world now that he’s retired, he offered
to bring the Midget back to life. Once
the engine and transmission were in,
John fabricated a new cross member
and mounting bracket that complimented the new transmission. Since the
Midget was already in the shop, I asked
John if he would install a new header,
as well as an HIF6 carburetor that I’ve
wanted to have installed for some time
now. Even though John and Midgets
don’t get along very well, he had the
transmission mounted; header installed, and designed a completely new
linkage for the HIF6 plus had it running
– all in about a day.
I felt like an eight year old at Christmas time when I got in the Midget and
started her up. There was a noticeable
increase in acceleration both at low
and high RPMs, and the overdrive,
simply put, is “awesome.” RPMs drop
approximately 20%, which makes for
a much more pleasant and quiet ride,
especially at highway speeds. I couldn’t
be happier (Unless, maybe, I had a ’65
Shelby Cobra 427). Being new to this
whole British car thing, I could not have
accomplished any this without the help
and advice of many people. Thank you
all!

2009 MG TF LE500
Drivetrain–Layout Front Engine, RWD Transmission, 5 Speed Manual
Engine–Bore x Stroke, 80.0 mm x 89.3 mm, Displacement 1.8 Liters
Engine Type–DOHC 16 Valve Inline 4 • Horsepower–135 PS (133 bhp) @ 6750 rpm
Torque–165 NM (122 lb-ft. ) @5000 rpm • Performance–Fuel Economy, 35.8 mpg combined
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MG News

Come back from the edge, this is only an artist concept.

W

ell, it’s been three and a half
years in the making, but
MG production has finally
restarted at the old Longbridge factory.
It’s been a very long and winding road
to this point. Nanjing won a surprising bid to take over the assets after MG
Rover went into receivership. A big fight
started between Nanjing and SAIC over
rights to the designs. Mainland Europe
dealers challenged the right to the use
of the MG name by Nanjing. An overly
enthusiastic American investor promised a new assembly plant in Oklahoma.
Constant delays and new deadlines, etc,
etc, etc…
A new factory was built in China
and things looked bright, then promises
of a quick return stretched into years
as Nanjing Automotive Corporation’s
resources grew thin. Enter SAIC who
agreed to merge with NAC. This helped
pick up the pace resulting in an an-
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nouncement this past August that production was restarting in Longbridge
with the MG TF LE 500 – a Limited
Edition of just 500 cars, 80% of which
are already reserved by buyers. Regular
TF production will restart soon. There
are around 55 dealer outlets set up in
the UK and talks are going on to expand
them into Europe and in the Commonwealth.
The big news is that SAIC has announced that a replacement for the
MG TF should be released in about 18
months as well as an MG version of the
Roewe 550 saloon, as well as a possible super-mini and (gulp!) a MG SUV.
There are no current plans for the US,
but knowing that the Chinese want to
increase their global presence in automobile manufacturing I can’t help but
think that they will want to enter the
world’s largest car market.
51
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Hello John,
Great site, and what a service, you have
extended your reach out the UK. I have
watched a fair few of the short films on
YouTube, fantastic! My 1966 MGB has a
mad jumping needle on the tach. The car
has been converted to negative earth and
the tach has been working fine before now.
Firstly, as I turn the ignition the needle
jumps right up to the max rpm. The needle
after running for five minutes slowly comes
down, firstly indicating a minus reading, when you rev the car, the needle flicks
backwards towards zero rpm. Then after
another five minutes, it starts to read as
it should. It’s as though the polarity is self
fixing, although as I said, it has worked
fine before now. A bloody gremlin has got
in! Have you seen or heard of such a thing
before? I hope you can lend some thought to
my problem.
Thanks,
—Jim Abernethy
UK 1966 MGB-GT
Jim,
I wonder if you are using the standard 25D distributor, with points, or, if
you are using a more modern electronic ignition. Some of the electronic
ignitions cause odd readings on the
tachometer.
If you are using points, I wonder
if you, yourself, made the internal
changes in the tach, or if it was something someone did for you. I would
be pleased to forward some pictures
showing the wiring changes inside
the unit. Those must have been made
correctly or it wouldn’t work at all,
but perhaps a piece of solder dripped
onto some adjoining circuit board?
I’ve seen these RVI tachs do what
you’ve seen, but only rarely. In each
of these situations I suggest that you
send it to an instrument rebuilder.
The only one I know in England is John
Marks at Tunbridge Wells.
If I can offer any more assistance
than this (which has been very little),
please write with more details.
John,
I have a ‘64 MGB roadster with 4.5 inch
wire wheels and need to buy some tires.
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
I live in the California, Sierra Foothills,
and think my car is well suited for zooming around the narrow winding roads we
have here. There seems to be quite a bit of
controversy over the size and kind of tire for
my application. I also plan to modify my
suspension for better handling. For starters
I have a set of plastic bushings to replace
the rubber ones and at this time I will install the camber changing A-frames. I need
a sway bar since my car didn’t come with
one. What sway bar should I use? How
about one for the back? Anyway, my question is: what do I need to do to make my car
handle its best? I am not building a race car.
Your help will really be appreciated.
Later, —Charles Campbell
Charles,
The single, greatest improvement
you can make for handling is the front
anti-sway bar. You can fit the original 9/16” or the GT 5/8” bar (don’t
go bigger for a street car). Finding
these right now is difficult, I believe,
because the manufacturer is/was having difficulty with the sizing. If Moss
doesn’t have one available, try to find
a used one. The plastic bushings are a
slight improvement. I am unfamiliar
with the feel of the camber changing A-arms. There is now a shim for
the castor so that the radial tires feel
better. For tires, most owners go for
a 185/70 - R14 but the closer you can
get to a 165-14 the better. I do believe
Coker has the Michelin XZX for sale for
$200 each – or something like that.
Maybe British Wire Wheel has an answer for you for tires. I know they sell
Vredesteins for the 15-inch rims. Hope
this little bit helps.
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John, Talk
Tech

I have a minor problem that I’m hoping
you can help me with. My MG, like most,
tends to “mark her territory”. My problem
compared to most is minor in that she only
drips from two places, the bottom drain
plug on the tranny and the drain plug on
the rear end. Since these plugs have no
shoulders on them do you have a suggestion
for stopping the leaks? The only thing I can
think of is plumber’s pipe dope. Your input
will be greatly appreciated.
Thanks, —Bob Kerstetter
Bob,
Don’t be too hasty. Follow me
through on this. The engine leaks
everywhere: from the valve cover
filler, the valve cover, the side covers,
the front seal, the front engine bearing plate, the rear seal...... About the
only place it doesn’t leak is the drain
plug. What??? Then why is the oil on
the plug? The oil moves down and
back, from gravity and the force of the
wind, and ends up dangling from the
drain plugs.
Here is a method to find the REAL
leaks. Buy the NAPA oil dye which
has a Balkamp part number. Pour
this into the oil. Use a black light and
watch for the leaks. If it’s just some
slow, passive leaks, you’ll have to run
the car for a number of miles and then
examine it. You’ll find the real leaks
above the drain plug.
However, the drain plug uses a copper washer (6K638). The drain in the
gearbox is a taper pipe thread. The
gearbox plug you can silicone or use
some Teflon pipe tape on.
Hi John,
Your YouTube videos are fantastic! You’ve
answered every question I have about diagnosing problems in my MGB’s engine, save
one. As I understand it, one of the things I
need to check out is the valve lift. I’m not
sure how to go about this. Can you clarify
this? Thanks! —Billy Andrews
Billy,
The cam lift, on a normal MGB
camshaft, is about 1/4”. This is amplified through the rocker arm ratio
(about 1.5 to 1) for a total valve lift of
about 3/8”. The cam guys will tell
you that 0.010” wear on a lobe is too
great. That works out to 0.014” at
the valve. You cannot even begin to
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see such a slight difference. BUT, if
you can see that one valve is opening
less than the others, then the lobe is
terribly worn. If the valve is an inlet,
you will be underpowered at speed;
if the valve is an exhaust, you’ll burn
the valve (and head) soon. It is VERY
uncommon to see any difference in
the lift simply by watching them bob
up and down, with the valve cover off,
at a very low idle – but IF you can see
a difference, it’s cam time.
Dear John (another Dear John letter!),
Can you tell me, or tell me where I can find,
what the correct engine color is for my ‘74
Midget (1275). I seem to be able to find
body colors, but not engine color. Thank
you, —Jack Orkin
Jack,
Black - PPG DAR9000. Black
- gloss, semi-gloss, flat? Well, not
flat. Gloss sure looks nice on the valve
cover. The earlier engines (prior to
about 1972) were red, a deep maroon
red, but the later engines were BLACK!
Dear John,
Congratulations for your videos, I’ve
learned a lot by watching them. I’m in the
process of fighting oil leaks on the engine
and gear box/overdrive. My o/d was leaking
oil on two sides of the ring, around the o/d
sliding member. After dismounting, I’ve
noticed that there are no paper gaskets at
those positions, only a very fine layer of
seal compound (obvious reason for leaking).
Could you please inform what the original
method to seal this ring is? Also, is there
any problem if this ring is sealed with two
hand made paper gaskets (0.4 mm thickness) applied with seal compound?
Best regards, —Rogerio Simoes
Rogerio!
The original compound used
to seal these surfaces was a type of
gasket cement. I would suggest that
instead of gaskets at these locations
that you: 1) surface the aluminum
housings with fine paper to ensure
that they are straight and smooth; 2)
clean the mating surface on the brake;
3) use RTV silicone gasket sealer on
the brake ring only. Do not use too
much silicone – just ensure a thin even
coat. This is what we do and it works
very well.
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John,
Once more I am in need of your expert advice. My 1967 MGB is lower in the left rear,
higher in the right front and a bit lower in
the left front. I am not sure if it is the front
springs or rear springs that are bad. Is there
any way to tell? With the expense of both
the front and rear, I don’t want to replace
both if I don’t have to. I have removed the
front springs, neither is broken and both are
the same height. Is there a possibility that
the strength on one is less than the other or
is it the rear leaf springs that are the problem? The rear springs were replaced when
the car was redone which I’m guessing was
6 -8 years ago. I read your response regarding springs in the recent MGB Driver so now
I am totally confused. Any guidance you
might be able to give will be appreciated.
Thanks, —Bob Kerstetter
Bob,
The springs control the height of
the MGB. The coil springs last a long
time. The leaf springs sag on the LH
side first (I suppose on the RH side in
England). When the leaf spring sags
at the LR, the body pivots on the other
diagonal and the RF rises. You need
leaf springs. The quality of the new
springs is erratic – sometimes they’re
good to go and last a long time; sometimes they’re misshapen; sometimes
they flatten in months. My suggestion
is to purchase a set of rebuilt springs
– we “just” happen to offer these.
Give me a call and we can discuss this
further!
Hi John,
I just got parts to rebuild the clutch master
cylinder for a 70B. The parts look slightly
different than the parts I ordered, which
were for the cylinder with the mark or
marked cylinder. What does that mean it
says “the parts will update the old cylinder”? Can you help me make since of that?
Thanks, —Jim Bryant
Jim,
The master cylinders changed
about 1975. The earlier ones had a solid primary cup. The later ones had a
primary cup with a hole in the middle.
Therefore the pistons are constructed
differently. The later cylinders have
a groove around the outside, between the front and the reservoir, but
you never know until you open the
MGB Driver
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cylinder if the parts are the same - or
not. Offhand, you cannot switch cups
between the cylinders.
Hello John,
Thank you for taking the time to read my
e-mail. I have an 80B with a run on problem. I’ve watched the video on YouTube
about the ELC system and noticed that
when you plugged up the fresh air hose coming from the anti-run-on valve that the car
stalls. When I tried this with my vehicle,
the car ran perfectly fine. All the hoses are
hooked up properly according to diagrams
I’ve found, and I cannot find a reason why
it won’t work correctly. Is there anything in
particular that you’ve come across in your
experience that would cause this to happen? Thank you, —Matt Barton
Matt!
There are three possibilities that
come to mind. First, the anti run-on
valve might not be working. With the
engine running, place your fingers
on the anti run-on valve then have
your associate turn the engine off.
You should feel the valve click when
the key is turned to off and it should
click again, up to ten seconds later. If
it doesn’t work, check out the wiring
connections and the fuse in the slate
wiring (under the fusebox).
If it does click, feel each hose throughout its length. It is VERY common to
have the hose between the steel line
and he carb cracked or perforated
– same with the hose from the canister to the valve cover. If one of the
screws holding the auto choke to the
carb is missing (not uncommon) then
a vacuum cannot be created inside the
float bowl.
Hi John,
I screwed up! I was preparing to adjust my
valves by loosening and then re-torque the
head nuts to 50lbs as you taught in class.
Using my cheapo Harbor Freight torque
wrench, I snapped the stud almost flush
– there is about 1/8 inch of the stud still
visible. I could try to enlist a friend to bring
welding gear to my garage and try to weld
the nut back onto the stud.
Would another option be to just remove
the head assuming the head itself isn’t
threaded? If I removed the head I should
55
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be able to remove the stud just using some
pliers. Is removing the head as simple as
just removing all the nuts and pulling it off
or am I going to be creating other complications? Would I need to replace the head
gasket? Any other parts? I would appreciate
any advice. Thanks, —Jeff
PS - Went to Sears and bought a quality
torque wrench yesterday!
Jeff!
If some of the stud is visible, then
welding to it is certainly acceptable.
Another option is to drill it (start with
a 1/8” bit) and then eventually thread
it with a tap, then fit a bolt and jam
nut and unscrew it. Another option
is to drill it with a pilot, then use a
reverse drill which will eventually grab
it and unscrew it.
If you do remove the head, it’s not so
bad of a job (and you can clean the
combustion chambers). You WILL
need a new head gasket at least.
Some of the new studs are not very
strong at all – and some of the inferior
wrenches are terribly inaccurate.
Mr. Twist,
I currently am the owner of a 1978 MGB
(my daily driver). It has rear wheel bearing
problems. Is there a video in your archives
to show me what to do to replace them? If
not, what do I need to do and what tools
do I need to do it? I have looked in the MG

Forum but to no avail not a good description of how to. Your help or direction would
be greatly appreciated.
Thank You, —Wayne Hester Jr.
Dear Wayne,
The rear wheel bearings hardly
ever
fail. To change them you
need two uncommon home tools – a
slide hammer and a press. Remove the
drum, remove the 1-5/16” nut, tap the
rear hub and it will fall into your hand.
Refit the conical washer backwards
and replace the nut.
Remove the brake backing plate. You
have 3/8” bolts (9/16” wrench) holding the plate to the axle; you have a
7/16” brake fitting holding the brake
line to the rear cylinder; you have a
5/16” clevis holding the brake cable
to the handbrake lever. Remove all
those.
Place the fingers of the slide hammer
around the conical washer and bang,
bang, bang – pull the half shaft and
bearing from the rear axle housing.
Press the bearing off the half shaft (do
not misplace the thin spacer between
the shaft and the bearing). It is not
necessary to grease the rear wheel
bearing, as it receives oil from the
diff – so you MUST refill the diff with
80/90 hypoid gear oil when you’re
done. Lubing the rear bearing with
oil or grease is a good idea for the
initial run-in.
Interestingly, the rear wheel bearing
and spacer are the same parts on a
1950 MGTD!

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday through Friday. (616) 682-0800
or you can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.

Cars line up in front of the North Carolina car club shelter at MG 2008
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Remembering Eric Jones
By Tony Burgess
NAMGBR AGM and Events Coordinator

T

he British Car community has lost
a dear friend and trusted mechanic.
Eric Jones died on Sunday, August
24, 2008, after a lengthy illness fighting
mesothelioma cancer (asbestos exposure). He was 65. Eric and his wife Susan
owned Riverside Motors in Delaware,
Ohio. Anyone who participated in eastcoast British Car events would recognize Eric under his big silver-topped
tent selling rebuilt transmissions,
carburetors, and numerous other new
and rebuilt British Car parts. He also
did extensive full-service repair work
from his shop and was always willing to
offer advice to ensure your repairs were
correct.
Prior to establishing Riverside Motors, Eric owned British Auto Service
and Overseas Motors in Columbus,
Ohio.
He was very active in a number of
automotive groups including the Sports
Car Club of America, the Central Ohio
Rally Club, the Central Ohio British Car
Council, the Central Ohio MG Owners, the Central Ohio Mini Owners, the
Mid-Ohio Austin Healey Club, and was
a long-time advertiser in the MGB Driver
and supporter of NAMGBR.
He and Susan organized a number British Car tours including their

Eric, “Fording” a stream on the 2007 LEJOG.
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legendary “River Run” held each year
on Memorial Day weekend. This event
would draw 75 to 100 cars and would be
a full-day, 300 mile run from Columbus
to the Ohio River, then back, through
some of Southern Ohio’s finest sports
car roads.
For a number of years in December,
Eric drove his red and white MGB rally
car “7 DBL” as well as his UK-based
Ford Escort RS2000 in Britain’s annual
LEJOG Rally. This grueling four-day
event from Lands End, England, to John
O’Groats, Scotland really put the cars
and participants to the test.
Riverside Motors will live-on to
maintain Eric’s legacy through one of
his long-time associates, for which we
are very glad.
Our deepest sympathies go out to
Susan, family and friends.

Susan and Eric in England.

57

Remembering Leo William Long

Photos prov ided by Au tomot i v e.com

L

eo William Long, founder of Long
Motor Corporation (a.k.a – Victoria British) died August 19, 2008,
at his home. The 67 year old Marine
Corps veteran worked as a mechanical
engineer until the mid-1970’s when he
decided to pursue his car hobby professionally and opened his first auto parts
business. Unfortunately, that venture
failed so he started over in 1981 founding Long Motor Corporation.
Mr. Long was heavily involved
in local philanthropic efforts in the
Kansas City area. He recently completed
a company history and in his own

words, “I have turned my dreams into
an entrepreneurial success. I am only as
strong as my people and as successful
as my customers continued satisfaction. I am extremely proud of what has
been created and accept that growth is
elemental to the future of LMC.” His
CPA remembered him by saying, “Not
bad for a kid from Waldo. Leo William
Long was honest and ethical. His success was achieved the old fashioned way
– he earned it.”
Thanks to the Kansas City Star for
information relating to this article.

Get the first 10 Years
of the MGB Driver
on 2 CDs!
For the true MGB enthusiast
as well as the curious dabbler
into the world of vintage
Morris Garage. Now you can
have all the complete early
issues of the MGB Driver on
your computer.
These 1991-2000 issues,
many of which are no longer
available in print, contain
valuable and informative
technical articles. Articles by
MG authorities like Bob Mason
and John Twist and other MGB
Send credit card numbers with expiration date
or checks payable to:

NAMGBR - Back Issue CD
PO Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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experts as well as our own
member amateurs.
Included are historical articles
by David Knowles, Wilson
McComb, and Ken Smith. Plus
all the original serialized
version of “Aspects of
Abingdon.” Enjoy the quizzes,
trivia, humor, restoration
information and all the other
entertaining and informative
advice you can’t get anywhere
else!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.

Only $30
for NAMGBR members
$60 for non-members.

Includes shipping US & Canada only.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Registrar
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

Midget Registrar

Our Valued Supporters

Open

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf
lbcnut@aol.com

1974½ MGB Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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Where 2 ‘B Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Sell • Seek • Swap!
Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy
with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads
only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it
deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

WANTED

1979 MGB – Brooklands Green with gold LEtype lower body stripe. Overdrive. In original
unrestored condition with 34k miles. Has
won more than two dozen 1st & 2nd place
car show awards. This car drives as well as it
looks. Always garaged and never driven in
winter. $11,500. Also have a 1980 Triumph
TR8 convertible in similar excellent condition; 86k miles; $14,750. I will sell these cars
separately or together for $25,000. If sold
together will include a four wheel car hauling
trailer. Age related downsizing is forcing the
sale. Frank Oglesby (775) 322-5179 or flogles@
sbcglobal.net NV 111208

MGB V8 Project – I may be interested in buying your “work in progress” MGB/GT Rover
V8 project. Maybe I can take up where you
would like to leave off! IT MUST BE A GT. Any
work so far should be at least workmanlike.
Western states preferred, but will consider
travel if the price is right. Bob Sherman, (503)
615-8713. • OR 010208

1972 MGB – red/black; overdrive; cruise
control; Dayton tubeless wire wheels; 4-wheel
disc brakes; extra nice, but not perfect. $8500,
Bill Evans (402) 432-3840 NE 111208
1970 MGB – Red/Black, recently repainted.
Black leather seats, overdrive, strong engine,
rebuilt HS4 carbs, chrome wire wheels,
chrome valve cover, new brakes, rebuilt
shocks, hi-torque starter, original rubber floor coverings, all receipts from 1989.
$12,500; John Mangles, (314) 426-1600 or
mgdoc@sbcglobal.net. • MO 040508
1973 MGB Project – Body has been stripped and
painted Performance White. Engine rebuilt
by Abacus Racing with new pistons, cam,
valves, and bearings. New chrome, interior,
dash, and all parts to complete; I need garage
space! I’ve owned MGs for over 40 years so
lots of parts to choose from to complete this
car! Mark Vosler, (727) 867-6197, mvosler@
tampabay.rr.com • FL 040508

1976 MGB – Tahiti blue/Autumn Leaf, restored

to show condition. New HS4 carbs, rebuilt
engine, oil cooler, new top, badge bar, new
interior, wooden steering wheel, wood dash
overlay, LE stripes, and much more. Over $17k
invested with receipts available. $9500 obo;
Ken Humphreys, (828) 728-5287 or kenkhumphreys@charter.net. • NC 040508

Selling or Buying an MG?

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.
org/classified. Lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and
parts. A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find
part or that next project.

PARTS FOR SALE
Seat Cover – 1980 MGB LE had one damaged
seat; but had to buy a full seat cover kit to
recover it. Like to sell the other half; the kit
is brand new perforated black vinyl for late
model cars; made in the UK. You get 3 pieces
– headrest cover, back cover, and base cover
(specify LH or RH). Half price! $233 plus shipping. Charlie Frazer
(541) 345-1694 OR 010208

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance
to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2008
• Oct 25............... All British Field Meet, Clearwater, FL • tbahc11@verizon.com
• Oct 25............... British Car Festival, Fairhope, AL • www.sabcc.org
• Oct 26............... All British & European Car Show, Glendale, AZ • raktimian@wydebeam.com
• Oct 31-Nov 1..... Southern British Car Show, Chattanooga, TN • sbcc@wildblue.net
Nov 1 .................. Brit Bash at Wickham, Melbourne, FL • BritBash@comcast.net
• Nov 7-9 – MG Jamboree, St Petersburg, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Nov 23.............. MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • www.vintagemg.com
• Apr 4, 2009...... Extravaganza under the Oaks, Miccosukee, FL • www.nfbmc.com

• June 24-28, 2009 – MG 2009, Breckenridge, CO • www.mg2009.com
The NAMGBR banner is proudly displayed at Import Kit Replicar Show, Carlisle, PA 2008.
Many visitors, free food, club winterest, and a renewed membership made for a great event.

Thousands of Parts – Retirement sell: Thousands
of parts and tens of thousands of de-rusted
and zinc plated English bolts, springs, clips,
door hinges, windscreen parts, etc. Call
between noon and 7pm 365 days a year
for availability and pricing. Ask for Buddy
at Buddy’s British Restorers and Others,
Inc, (865) 546-2812 TN 010208

Early MGB Parts – New mainshaft (standard),

new input shaft for early 3-synchro transmission with 18GB engines. Unmarked and
blemish free. Original gas tank with hanging
straps for 1963-65 MGB, extremely clean
with no dents. Carl Wade, (951) 735-9523 •
CA 040508

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University
Motors for high quality service or repairs.
We can attend to your entire MG or just a
single component. • MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475 • Clean & polished MGB HS
carbs $575 • MGB HIF carbs are $655
We can attend to your soft top, chrome,
engine or brakes. I bought my first MG in
1968, and I’ve been working on MGs since!
John Twist (#0-101), University Motors Ltd,
6490 Fulton Street East, Ada, MI 49301 • 616
682 0800 • www.UniversityMotorsLtd.com

By Philip Habib, Montreal MG Club
The 1974 MGB is located at a gas bar run
by Native Mohawks in Tyendinaga Mohawk
Territory on Marysville Road off highway 401
on the way to Picton , Ontario. Picton is a well
known resort town on the Bay of Quinte near
Lake Ontario…. Cigarettes can be had there
Grant’s
1969The
MGdraw
Midget
forAlex
$10.00
a carton!
for the car

is September 27 and the ballot boxes were
brimming… a testimony to the popularity of
this motorcar. I asked the clerk there what
kind of car it was and she responded and said
MG something. When I asked what it was
valued at she said she had no clue ! She didn’t
even know the year of the car so I had to ask
someone else !

Address Service Requested
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