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The Inside Line

elcome to our annual convention issue! Inside you will
find all the news on what took
place at MG 2008 plus you’ll be treated
to another fantastic photo essay of
the event by our very own Production
Coordinator & Art Director, Charles
de Bourbon. Hopefully this will bring
back some good memories for those
who attended or will give those who
were unlucky enough not to be there a
taste of the good times had by all.
In addition to the MG 2008
Report, will be a heartwarming story
of a community coming together to
restore a MG as a homecoming present
for a returning soldier. Also in this issue
will be a new continuing feature called
“Reader’s Rides” which will focus on
one or more member’s car(s) in each
edition. If you’d like to have your car
featured, see the Letters to the Editor
section for more information.
Now onto some business!
You’ll see two Letters of Intent for the
Secretary position in this issue and in
the last issue we had two for Vice Chairman. I want to thank all four of these
individuals for stepping up to help
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guide one of the best democratically ran
car clubs in existence. You can do your
part to help by checking with your local
club to make sure that their current affiliation information is up-to-date with
NAMGBR and that they cast their ballot
then get it into the mail as soon as possible so it will be received in time for the
AGM. I can’t stress how important it is
for the successful running of the register to have active participation from our
affiliated clubs.
I hope you enjoy this issue.
Keep those letters and ideas coming;
and, as always, please help me keep an
eye out for new material that I can share
with our fellow membership!

Robert

Page 14

Letters of Intent

Page 17

Readers Ride! (NEW)

Page 18

Letters to the Editor

Page 23

MG Popular Vote & MG Report

Page 27

MG 2008 Photo Essay

Page 47

Breaking News from Utah

Page 50

For NAMGBR Secretary.
By Andrew Perry

Co-Chairman Jim Schulte
and Mark Johnson

These two gentlemen were the
“Go to Guys” for MG 2008. If a problem arose, there they were to address
the issue and come up with a workable
solution. I doubt either one of these
gentlemen got much sleep during the
convention as they watched over every
event like mother hens. Jim also acted
as our liaison between Karen Vincent,
Manager of the Sheraton Hotel and
NAMGBR and helped us with a number
of our requests.

Larry Macy

Larry spent a lot of time working
registration before and during the convention. He also supplied me with the
names and addresses of those attending
a number of weeks in advance, so we
could send a welcome letter or email
to each one of you. When a number of
you contacted me about questions or
events during the convention, Larry followed up with a number of you.

Steve Harding

Robert Rushing

By Robert Rushing, Editor

By Charles de Bourbon, MGB Driver Art Director/Production
By Ken Smith, MGB Registrar

Silverstone - MG Convention UK Style

Photo Essay by Andy Knott • Nell Hyett
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month after MG 2008 and I still
have members coming up to me
and talking about the great time
they had at the convention. Well, Connie and I had a great time as well and
it was a lot of fun talking to a number
of you during our time at Valley Forge.
Personally, I am not the one to thank
for great time, I was an attendee just like
you, but there are a number of people
who deserve credit for this event.
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Tony Burgess

Tony and his wife, Lynn are the
Convention/AGM coordinators for
NAMGBR. They have been working
with the Philadelphia Club for over
three years to provide guidelines and
suggestions to help make our conventions some of the best.

Craig Saavedra, Director and Producer of “Sherman’s Way”

A most enjoyable film! What
other film today can generate laughter
and cheers by having two men easily
remove and reinstall an MGB Windshield. Priceless!

MG 2008 Attendees

Thank you for making the journey
from all parts of the US and Canada (as
well as England in the case of David and
Terry Tetlow), to be a part of MG 2008.
I hope we renew your fond memories
every time you read this issue of the
MGB Driver.
On to Breckinridge, Colorado and
MG 2009!		
B Positive

Bruce

Steve has been the foundation of
the Philadelphia MG Car Club since
the first day of the organization. In
addition to his role as President of the
Philadelphia Club, he also served as a
Registrar of NAMGBR from our early
days until recently. Steve is one of the
unsung heroes of the MG World.

On the front: Brooks
Amoit and his 1962 MGB
on the MG2008 showfield

Excellent job of planning and conducting the events of MG 2008! Every
member of the club should hold their
heads high. You earned it.

On the back: In front of
the Washington Memorial Arch is Robert
Rushing’s silver MGB.

The Philadelphia MG Car Club

MGB Driver
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Vice Chairman’s Notes

From the Treasurer

M

G 2008 can go in the record
books. The 17th Annual North
American MGB Register Convention was fantastic and I would like
to thank all of the volunteers from the
Philadelphia MG Club for hosting an
excellent event.
For those of you that could not
attend, sorry you missed out. If you get
a chance to see the movie “Sherman’s
Way”, I would highly recommend it. It
is a good film, both funny and entertaining. It is truly amazing what the
magic of Hollywood can do in transforming a rubber bumper MGB into
a pre-68 chrome bumper one. I am
already looking forward to next year’s
convention, MG 2009, hosted by the
MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre,
in Breckenridge, Colorado June 24-28,
2009.
While we are on the subject of conventions, in my piece in the last issue of
the MGB Driver, I wrote about the MG
Council’s search for site for the next All
MG Register event, MG 2011. Well, we
have decided on “America’s Adventure
Place” – the Reno-Tahoe area. Mark
your calendars and save the date! This
will be a mid-week event allowing for
weekend travel beginning on June 12
to June 18, 2011. More information
will be forthcoming soon or you can
e-mail MG2011info@aol.com to request

M

Richard
Liddick
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
information.
I am glad to see that we have two
fine candidates step forward to seek the
office of Vice Chairman as well as for
Secretary. I want to wish them luck and
let whoever turns out to be chosen by
the chapters to fill these positions know
that if they need anything that they can
contact me and I will do what I can to
assist them.
Finally, we have had interest expressed by two clubs in becoming new
chapters of the Register. They are the
British Car Club of Memphis, Tennessee, and the Inland Empire Club located
in Washington State. Right now, they
are working on rounding up a few more
NAMGBR members so we can get them
on-board. I hope I can report in the
next issue that they are now part of the
Register.
			
Safety Fast!

G 2008 was Great! The Philadelphia MG Car Club organizing committee coordinated
many activities and worked around the
weather for the movie night and car
show. The 91 green shirted members,
including participation from other
clubs, were visible in the parking lot,
registration, and all over each of the
event locations! Vendor participation at
the hotel and the car show was appreciated.
The Car Show had 356 cars registered, 302 made it to the field including 31 MGCs, 18 Midgets, and one
1100/1300. The Saturday evening
banquet had 390 attendees. Special
congratulations were given that night
to the MG Car Club Southwestern Ohio
Centre for its 40th Year Club Award
from the MGCC-UK.
Financially, the event should have
a positive cash flow after expenses of
approximately $10,000.00. This year’s
charitable contributions go to the Gift
of Life (organ transplant), to Autism
Awareness, and to Green Lane Park.
The committee has MG 2008 regalia
available for sale. Check the www.
MG2008.com website for over 2500
photos of the event.
The North American MGB Register

The TD, arm, hand
and real tattoo
of Hans Hassinger
of Pennsylvania.
A big MG fan.

MGB Driver

September/October 2008

has had an income of $13,890.49 since
October 1, 2007. The income is a result
of new memberships, renewals, and
our outreach to former members who
have re-established their relationship.
Our winter expenditures are a bit lower
than the summer when convention and
membership related expenses increase.
Based on our fiscal 2006-07 trend,
NAMGBR will complete the financial
year in the black.
A reminder that as we approach the
Annual General Meeting, that updating
your club information and Director &
Officer insurance are due at the beginning of our October fiscal year.
The finances of the Register are
open to all, at any time. If you would
like a copy please send me a self addressed stamped envelope.

North American MGB Register Balance Sheet Summary as of July 18, 2008

Richard
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Total Assets
Current Assets:
Bank Accounts			
Accounts Receivable		
Other Current Assets		
Total Current Assets		
TOTAL ASSETS		

$72,955.83
$32.00
$0.00
$72,987.83
$72,987.83

Liabilities & Equity
Current Liabilities:
Accounts Payable			
Total Current Liabilities		
Total Liabilities			
Equity				

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$72,987.83

Total Liabilities & Equity		

$72,987.83
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Safety Fast!

Alan


From the Secretary

The MGB Registrar

G

W

ell, another very successful convention is behind us.
Congratulations are certainly
in order to the Philadelphia club and
all the members who worked so hard to
make the event look so easy.
Certainly there were the beautiful
cars. I believe 350+ of them; but at this
sort of event I personally always enjoy
seeing old friends after long absences.
Like Morell LaRue, who I walked past
twice, saying “Hi” politely both times
before I realized who he was and that
I had not actually seen him in over 10
years.
It was also great to see members
of the Connecticut MG club again. A
club I helped found, but had to leave to
their own devices about 18 years ago
when I moved back to Illinois. They
have done quite well without me. Or
maybe their success was because I left
the state? Anyway, it was fun getting
reacquainted.
But it wasn’t all fun. There is
always work to be done at these events.
We, the Register, set up several days
both in the lobby of the hotel and on
the show field on Saturday. We sold
a lot of grille badges, shirts, hats, and
MGB Driver back issues. The new lapel
pin was an especially big hit. Also
Volume III of the back issues on CD was
available for the first time at MG 2008.
This latest volume includes Adobe Acrobat versions of all the issue of the MGB
Driver from 2000 to 2005. Like previous volumes, this edition is available to
members for $15.00 (postage included).
While manning the Register table,
we also managed to sign up twelve new
Register members, as well as nine renewing members over the course of the
week. This brings the current membership roll to 1958 as of this writing. We
might even have persuaded a few more
to fork over their dues if the rain had
held off for a couple more hours more.
But still not too shabby!
We would like to reach 2000


Jerome
Rosenberger
Secretary
NAMGBR
members by the end of the year. If you
would like to help us reach that goal, I
would encourage you to download the
membership application off our web
site, make a few copies of it, and take a
supply of them with you to the next car
show or club meeting you attend. Print
your name and membership number, if
you know it, in the margin. That way, if
your efforts pay off with a new member,
you’ll get the credit for their joining.
Who knows, maybe there will be a little
something extra in your Christmas
stocking for your efforts…
It must be clear that it was a fun and
productive event. Not having an MG to
shine all week, I guess my favorite event
was the showing of “Sherman’s Way”.
If you’ve ever had trouble removing and
replacing the windscreen on an MGB,
and who hasn’t, you’ve got to see this
movie. They make it look SO easy!
Thanks Craig for making the film
available. Can’t wait till it comes out
on DVD! And Craig, I promise not to
pirate the movie off the internet!

Jerome
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reetings! We hope all of you
who went had a great time at
MG 2008. Sorry we were not
able to join you, due to family commitments, but we now look forward to MG
2009 in Breckenridge, Colorado, which
is a fabulous venue, and where we once
attended a Healey meet in the same
hotel. All I can say is don’t miss what
the Rocky Mountain MG Center has
in store for you. Of course, you might
just have to richen up the mixture in
your carbs once you get to 8000 feet!
No doubt, John Twist will have a few
words of wisdom on this aspect at a later
date. Meanwhile we look forward to the
NAMGBR AGM in October and hope to
see you there. I still cannot believe that
it has been 28 years since the last MGB
left the factory on my birthday – way
back on October 22, 1980!
However, the venerable MGB is
still alive and kicking and we currently
have 2992 MGBs on the main Register
database. The question now arises as to
just who will be #3000?
Overseas queries – we had a note
from Thor Endre in Norway asking
where he could authenticate his 1974
MGB GHN5UE348736G as the Norwegian authorities were asking for a Federal spec certificate of conformity before
he could register the car. We told Thor
that he should be able to find a Federal
Compliance sticker somewhere on the
car and that he should request a production Trace Certificate from BMHIT. All
is now OK – he found the sticker!
We also had a note from Michael
Markworth in Germany asking about
LE prices when the cars were new. Just
for information, the listed price in April
1979 was $8550 – some $600 more than
the standard MGB being offered at the
time. From the photo of Michael’s LE
MGB built in 1979, we thought that a
chrome bumper conversion had been
carried out and Michael did indeed
confirm that this was the case.
For those who inquired about progress on the MGB Limited Edition tribute

MGB Driver
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Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
being compiling – well, we now have all
the words and photos together and we
hope to get it finished in time before the
30th anniversary of the launch of the
LE back in 1979! The book will contain
some unique and exclusive information
on these Limited MGBs and the print
run will be Limited as well!
Speaking of Limited Editions, my
spies tell me here were several at Valley
Forge who did not appear to be registered with the NAMGBR. So now I’m
going to throw a few names out there!
Fritz Warner, Al French, Charles Knorr,
John Christie, Howie Lapides, Diane
Galster, and whoever owns GHN5UL
493350G & GVVDJ2AG 508469G...
Come on down and Register your MGB!
You could be registrant #3000!
We recently heard rumors of an
O-Series MGB being discovered in Utah.
However, Don Hayter has tells us that
no O-Series powered MGBs ever left the
MG Factory. All the O-Series engines
were removed. We await further details
on the Utah MGB, which may have had
a transplant! (Stop the presses! – See
separate feature on this unique MGB)
David Girton wrote to us saying
that he had received his copy of the
Production Trace record for his 1973
MGB roadster GHN5UD 301032G from
Heritage in England. However, on the
certificate, while being listed as a US
export model it also stated that this was
an MGB Roadster Limited Edition! It is
my opinion that this was a transcription error by the current people at the
Archive Department, as we can find no
reference to a Limited Edition model
during the 1972/3 production period.


MGB Register

Several members inquired about
tracing the previous owner of their car.
However, if the owner did not register
the car at some time with NAMGBR,
then we are unable to trace where it has
been and who owned it.
We also learned of a useful web
site from Desmond Mullen, who runs
a unique “MGB only-for sale” web site.
http://www.naspecmgb.com. Take a
look at this especially if you’re in the
market for a U.S. Spec MGB of any kind.
Finally, we would like to welcome
our latest registrants to the NAMGBR. If
you have not already done so, PLEASE
register your MGB with me. Who
knows? You may be the three thousandth to register and there may be a
special prize just for you, # 3000!

David Girton - 73 MGB
Bernard Lowe - 67 MGB/GT
Adam Lombard - 73 MGB/GT
Donald Baker - 71 MGB
Ronald Patterson - 74 MGB
Brian & Trish Martin - 80 MGB
James Hickman - 72 MGB/GT
Kingsley Meldrum - 67 MGB/GT Special
Doug Eppich - 74 MGB.
Gary Scheeff - 74 MGB & 77 MGB
Jeanette Pride - 67 MGB/GT Special.
John Fraioli - 72 MGB/GT & 79 MGB
John Somers - 74 1/2 MG B & 77MGB
John McConville - 74 MGB/GT
John Eppich - 77 MGB
Len Kosatka - 80 MGB L.E & 79 MGB
James Irland - 77 MGB
Wayne Veatch - 67 MGB
Andrew Perry. 74 MGB.
Jim Godwin. 64 MGB.
David Breedlove. 79 MGB
Susan Saunders. 65 MGB. Ken
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1100-1300 Registrar
Bill
Fox
MG 1100-1300
Registrar

Rupert smoking down the highway.

A

t this time MG 2008 is a memory.
Everyone has returned home and
hopefully his unpacked, rested,
and are telling the stories of their trip
to their friends. Unfortunately I wasn’t
able to attend so I don’t have any great
MG 2008 stories to tell. Yes I missed the
steaks sandwiches at Pat’s and Gino’s
and all the other fun stuff my friends in
the St Louis MG Club had.
I did get an e-mail from Chuck
Gilmer of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Chuck drove his MG 1100 to MG 2008,
covering 1800 miles. He suffered two
break downs, a throttle linkage problem
that had him running on one carb for
a bit and a delay when his coil ground
wire came loose. Sadly Chuck was the
only 1100 at the show. Perhaps by next
year we can get more of these cars out of
hiding.
Since my last writing I took “Rupert”, my ’64 1100 4 door to the Champagne British Car Festival. I experienced
no real problems on the drive up. I was
told that I was still smoking a bit but it
seemed to come out in “puffs”, like oil
was dripping on the exhaust.
At the show I met up with Ed
Eggleston and his ’66 MG Princess. Ed
is a NAMGBR member that I’ve seen at
other shows. I guess I actually met him
MGB Driver
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Ed Eggleston’s ‘66 MG Princess

at John Twist’s Summer Party in 2004
when he bought the car. The owner had
a For Sale sign on the car and since Ed’s
MGB had broken down when he got to
Grand Rapids, he bought it to get home.
Ed has since repainted the car yellow
and uses it frequently. He said it runs
fantastically and gets many compliments at shows.
We were the only two 1100s at the
show and were classed with the “other
British Saloons” along with an immaculate MG Magnette, a new Aston Martin,
and some other great looking cars.
The trip back was something else.
Rupert was blowing smoke most of the
way, fairly heavy at times. I used four
quarts of oil in 180 miles. When we got
home I resealed the tappet chest covers
that were leaking again but found oil
was still leaking. The latest suspect is
11

AGM 2008 — Oct. 24 - 25

1100 Register
the oil seals on the drive flange output
shafts. The parts are on the way and
I should have them replaced before
this reaches print. Hopefully this will
FINALLY resolve the problem otherwise
I’ll be boring you with my problems in
the next issue.
I’ve started getting some of you
1100 owners out of the closet. I received
registration info from Phil Coburn of
Leesburg, Virginia. Lee has a red 1966
MG 1100 2-door that he’s restoring.
Chuck Gilmer is supposed to send me
his car’s details. Ed Eggleston sent me
the info on his car as did Herberta Gray
of Lacey, Washington.
Herberta is the original owner of
her red 1963 MG 1100 2-door. She is a
full blown 1100 fan. In addition to her
’63 and at least one parts car she owns,
and drives on a regular basis, a blue and
white 1100 2-door, and a Vanden Plas
Princess she shipped over from the UK.
Now for the big news I received
from Scott Sloan of Portland, Oregon.
Scott had just recently begun a search
of an 1100 when he joined the BMC
1100 discussion list on Google Groups.
He began his search just as Grant
Gaspard posted his MG 1100 project
car for sale. This car is VERY unique to
the 1100 community. It is a true “1275

12

Plan now for the NAMGBR 2008 Annual General Meeting
Saturday, October 25, 2008 • 1 - 5 p.m.
Beaver Run Resort, Breckenridge, Colo.
By Tony & Lynne Burgess,
Convention and AGM Coordinators

Scott Slon’s rare 1275 option car.

Option” car that BMC made available to
the US market from June through October 1967. Imports of the MG 1100 ended
shortly after that. While this car has
lost its original factory installed 1275
engine it still sports the “1275” emblem
on the trunk lid.
If you own an 1100/1300 or have
a good related story, send me an e-mail
and tell me about it. These are great
little cars. If you have one sitting in
the back of a shed, in a field, or under a
tarp get it out and on the road. If you’ve
lost interest in it e-mail me if you think
you’d like it to have a new home.

P

lanning is under way for North American MGB Register’s 2008
Annual General Meeting (AGM), which will be held this year at the
Beaver Run Resort, Breckenridge, Colo., approximately 100 miles
west of Denver. This resort will be the host hotel for the NAMGBR’s 2009
annual convention scheduled for June 24-28, 2009.
For the AGM, a limited number of rooms are being held for Friday
and Saturday nights, Oct. 24-25, at the special rate of $99/night (plus
tax), for their deluxe studio. If you would like to book a room, please
phone (800) 525-2252 and ask for the North American MGB Annual
Meeting rate.
The Colorado Host Committee is working on the social plans for the
AGM weekend, which will include casual dinners Friday and Saturday
nights, as well as some local activities on Saturday morning before the 1
p.m. Annual Meeting.
For more information, contact Tony and Lynne Burgess, Convention
and AGM Coordinators, at 614-899-2394 or morrisminr@aol.com.
More information will follow in the September/October Driver.

Bill
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Letter of Intent - Secretary

Letter of Intent - Secretary

D

ear Membership,
At the request of the current officers of the North American MGB Register for members to step forward and help
the register, I am hereby announcing my intent to place my name
in consideration for the position of Secretary. I have attached for
review information regarding my experience and personal history.

D

ear Members and Local Chapter Officials:

My name is Mike Grieco; I have been a North
American MGB Register member (#9-4055) since 1999. I
am hereby stating my intent to seek the office of Register
Secretary.
Some of my qualifications for this position are as
follows. I am one of the founding members of the British
Car Club of Delaware and have served as Club Secretary
for eight years, Event Chairman for two years, and President for two years. I am currently the President of the
Brandywine British Club (BBC), which was founded two
years ago.
Since becoming a member of NAMGBR, I have been a
tireless promoter of the Register amongst the members of
my local club. In addition, my skills as an organizer have
been put to use for charity events for the Ronald McDonald House, various Cruise Nights, and contacting elected
officials when laws governing classic cars were being
proposed or amended that would affect our members in
Delaware.
I believe that I can work well with the NAMGBR
Executive Board to serve the interest of the members
and help the Register continue to grow. I am asking for
your support in the upcoming election. I know what is
involved to get the job done and I am looking forward
to working on your behalf for the betterment of the
NAMGBR.

•
North American MGB Register member
•
Sixty-three year old male, twenty-six year British car enthusiasts
•
Retired Educational Administrator Parkland College
•
Vietnam veteran United States Navy
•
Owner 1977 MGB, 1960 MGA; previous owner MGB/GT,
MG TD
•
Co-founder active member Illinois Flat Land British Car
Club
•
Member of the Wabash Valley British Sports Car Club
•
Vintage Sports Car Drivers Association volunteer flagman Black Hawk Raceway, Road America- Elkhart Lake Wisconsin
volunteer concours judge Road & Track magazine
•
Committee member Champagne British Car Festival
•
Web site master Champagne British Car festival, Illinois
Flat Land British Car Club
•
Owner NGE, Inc English car parts distributor for club
members
•
Written articles for MG Classic magazine, British Marque
Club News, MG Driver
As I take this step to volunteer my time and efforts to
NAMGBR, I call upon all current Officers, Coordinators, and especially members to assist me in the transition into the new responsibilities. I realize that I will have a challenge with filling the shoes
of those that have served in these positions in the past. With team
support, we can and will continue the growth of NAMGBR. I look
forward to hearing from current officers and especially affiliate
clubs regarding the secretary position.

Sincerely Yours,
Mike Grieco

Sincerely;
Denny G Elimon

14
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MG Midget Resurrected
A Homecoming

I

t all started just before
Sgt. Ted Golec left for
his second tour in Iraq
when he told his wife,
Emily that he will not
have to time to restore
his 1964 MG Midget and
to go ahead and sell it if
she needed to. Keep in
mind that this was Ted’s
first car; he purchased the
Midget when he was in
high school.
While Ted was in
Iraq, Elmer Grimes went
over to Ted’s Mother’s
house to look at the MG
Midget, which had been
sitting for almost two
decades in her basement
to see what kind of
shape it was in and what
kind of challenge it
would be. On October
10, 2007, with Emily’s
approval, the support
of Elmer’s church, and of
fellow church member
Lynn Grubb, the “Project
Resurrection” started.
The MG Midget was
towed to Elmer’s house
and the preliminary work
of listing parts, products,
and services required
started. The church created a flyer addressing Sgt. Ted Golec’s
military duty in Iraq and the MG
Midget project. Elmer began taking it
around to local businesses looking for
support services and donations or both.
The church also held an auction that
raised about $5,700.
There was a total of 890 hours
spent by Elmer, Lynn, and the 35
different businesses that contributed
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Photos provided by Jim & Melinda Wat son

By Jim & Melinda Watson
Blount British Cars, Ltd

services, products, or both. There is
about $25,000.00 in services, parts,
pieces, and donations
in the 1964 MG Midget
project. As with many
projects, it was completed just only a few hours
before the unveiling to
Ted.
On Saturday May
24, 2008, the Golec family went to their church
for a simple home
coming celebration…
or so Ted thought. There
were about 200 people
between the Midget and
Ted, keeping it out of
Ted’s line of sight, as he
and his family rounded
the corner. The pastor
spoke a few words, then
like the parting of the Red
Sea, the people parted
allowing Ted to see the
“resurrected” MG Midget for the first time.
As Ted and Emily
got ready to drive off in
their “Resurrected MG
Midget,” Emily noted
that this will be a rare
treat. She said that when
Ted first got the Midget he
was excited about it. Emily only rode in it about
two times because it
kept breaking down; her
memories of it are not as
fond as his are, but it sure
means a lot to her now.
“The community and
the generosity of the people are so very
wonderful to do this for Ted,” she said.
Ted and Emily’s church held a vanity plate name contest to come up with
a vanity plate for the MG Midget. The
winner was “RSURCTD” – another one
saved!
Ted, Emily, and family may you
enjoy your newly “resurrected” MG
Midget for many, many years.
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Hi,
I’ve been involved in several British car
events that we held at Lake Havasu . For
the funkhanas we did, my husband and
son built a balancing beam based on the
one Moss Motors used at their annual
events in California. They set up the timing
device on an electronic board. We used it
in 2003 and 2006 but it has been sitting
under cover or in our garage since. Is there
any interest in using this? If not, we will
dismantle it. I would rather see it being
used. Let me know. Thank you!
—Karen A. Timian, Arizona MG Club
ktimian@poweronedata.com
Karen, I’m sure there is some interest
with this and it would be a shame to
let this just sit. I’m sure you’ll be getting contacted soon!

Robert,
Not wishing to drag out the debate on any
effect that the new formulary oils may have
on our toys, the comment that the new oil
lacks additives for the break in periods of
an engine is interesting, but may I respectfully point out that most engines in our toys
are well broken in, if not an additive can be
used to overcome such a situation.
However, I would draw my fellow readers’
attention to an article published by the
Mercedes Club of America. This indicates
that the use of Ethanol can have serious
effects on the fuel system of our classic cars.
Ethanol is a mild acid which mixes easily
and attracts water. It is corrosive to steel,
aluminum, brass and zinc, most of the
metal components found in an engine. It
also leaves deposits that can clog the filter
system.
Water condenses from the air especially
when fuel tanks are not kept full. (Difficult today with fuel at over $4 a gallon at
the time of writing!) Ethanol encourages the
mixing of water and fuel so that the engine
is now running on a mixture of gas and
water resulting in power loss and of course
damage to various internal parts. Modern
cars do not have this problem as they are
designed to function on such mixtures (i.e.
– Plastic fuel tanks and fuel lines with
18

Clay Bar

other modern components that can cope
with the substance Ethanol).
What can we do? Try not to use Ethanol
in ours toys. If this is difficult never use a
mixture that is over 10% Ethanol. For more
information read the excellent article published by the Mercedes Club, copies can be
obtained from Mercedes Club, 1907 Lelory
Street, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80909.
Thanks,—Geoff Wheatley
PS - If you also run a boat, be very careful of
the effect of this stuff on your engine which
will have considerable more rubber items to
rot than your MGB.
Thanks for the heads up Geoff! It
seems that every time we turn around
we’re running into something that
is destructive to our MGs – low zinc
levels in oil on newly rebuilt engines,
high ethanol levels in gas, inattentive
drivers, the old tin worm – it never
ends!
In the last issue, Mark Richardson had
written in with questions on the clay
bar article by Dave Handley in the
May/June MGB Driver. Dave responds:
Mark,
My wife and I just returned from MG 2008
in Valley Forge. I don’t know if you made it
or not, but it was a great event. I am now
catching up on the mail, including the MGB
Driver. You asked some good questions and
in retrospect I should have had the answers
as part of the article.
First, a little background – I originally wrote
the article for our local MG Club newsletter. I had gotten a few of the other members
into claying their cars. At one of our club
get-togethers the subject came up and there
seemed to be a lot of interest by other members. Our editor picked up some graphic
shots off various web sites to add visuals to
the article. The Zymol graphic happened to
be one he found.
I personally love Zymol wax and will use
nothing else on my MGs. I have not tried
their clay bar; but based upon the quality of
their wax products, I would expect it to rate
very high. I haven’t found it locally, but
am planning on ordering it from someone
online and giving it a try.
MGB Driver
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Using the clay bar does not replace waxing
your car. The clay bar will remove dirt,
paint overspray, tree sap, stubborn bug
splatters, and so forth. In preparing to use
the clay bar, you should wash your car first.
Get it as clean as you can, then clay it. Just
do a small section with the clay bar when
you first start. Next, drag you fingers across
the area. You can really feel the difference
on what you thought was a clean finish
before you clayed it. Once you have clayed
the entire car, then you can wax it.
The clay bar will last quite a while and will
definitely last an entire season. I have done
four different cars with one clay bar set. As
you use it, it will pick up dirt, etc, and begin
to discolor. I think it is mostly a personal
choice of when you want to throw it out and
start with a fresh batch.
All the clay bars come with a small spray
bottle of lubricant. Usually it is that
particular brand’s version of their ‘instant
shine’ product. You could also make your
own by adding a tablespoon or two of liquid
car wash soap into a quart of water and using it in a spray bottle. The most important
thing is to keep the surface wet. Personally,
I prefer Meguiars Instant Detailer. I also
use it after the Zymol wax to smooth the
wax and give it additional shine. Again,
any of the ‘instant shine’ brand products
in the spray bottles will work fine with the
clay – just be sure to keep the surface wet so
the clay bar does not stick. The clay bars are
relatively inexpensive, they are easy to use,
and, they work!
If you think of anything else, feel free to
drop me an e-mail or even give me a call.
Regards, —Dave Handley
ddhandley@hotmail.com
Hi Robert,
I really enjoy the newsletters and I can’t say
how much I appreciate the quality. I was
the editor of one just like this for five years,
so I know what goes into putting it together
every couple of months.
MGB Driver
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Anyhow, I got to thinking now that we’re in
full color, why not have a “Reader’s Ride”
page or two every issue? It’d be as simple
as showing a picture of the car and listing
the owners name and city/state. You know,
two or three to a page and at least one page
every issue. Sort of a photo roll-call of the
membership, I think it’ be neat to see the
variety of cars and locales they originate
from. Just a thought...
Here’s some of me/my car from a recent trip
I just took to Big Bear Lake, California. You
could use one, all, or none if you’d like.
Thanks, —Andrew Perry, #17-6358
Thanks for the suggestion Andrew! I
had avoided this in the past since this
was the staple of a rival magazine that
shall remain nameless… but that’s
just silly. I think this is a fine idea and
since you came up with the idea – you
get to be the first. My fellow NAMGBR
members, if you’d like to see your car
profiled as a “Reader’s Ride” e-mail or
send me three to five hi-res pictures
of your car(s), along with your name,
where you live, who your local club
is, what you do for a living, and how
long you’ve owned your car(s). If the
response is anything like the cover
contest of a couple of years ago, we
might have to have more than one
page per issue!
Dear NAMBGR,
We had a GREAT time at the convention.
I cannot stress strongly enough the fact
that all of you folks who put on MG 2008
went more than the extra mile to make
sure that everyone had a great experience
in, on, and around your Pennsylvania
Production. You’re very lucky to have members who are so dedicated and generous
with their humor, energy, and time. Good
people! —Lewis Blackwell
British Car Club of Wichita
Dear MGB Driver,
Newsflash – Couple from Florida discover
oil and gold on trip from Alabama to Tennessee!
The trip from Scottsboro, Alabama to
Townsend, Tennessee for the annual British Car Show was planned as a quiet drive
through the country. After a thrilling ride
in our MGB (my wife was driving) up the
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Reader’s Ride!
Andrew Perry #17-6358

W

elcome to this new feature that
I hope will be a popular addition to the MGB Driver. Since
Andrew was the one to suggest this and
provide photos (see Letters to the Editor), he gets the honor of being the first.
Andrew lives in Simi Valley, California. He’s a salesman for a specialty

Photos provided by Andrew Perry

“Tail of the Dragon” (a road with more
turns per mile than any place), the adventure began.
We struck oil as it began showing up on
our windshield. With no oil pressure, we
pulled off to the side of the ride (not easy to
find a place for six sports cars) and found
the engine compartment was covered in oil.
We cleaned all the oil we could and since
the wife had removed the spare oil for “extra
baggage”, the other cars were generous
enough to donate their extra oil to try to
find the leak.
We started the engine up and with about
six or seven guys and gals looking over the
engine, we struck a geyser! Everyone was
covered with oil as was the closest car (my
brother-in-law’s). This environmental
disaster was going to require desperate
measures.
Since none of the ten or twelve cell phones
with four different carriers worked on this
beautiful mountain road, the caravan continued up the road to find phone coverage
and call AAA.
We finally arrived at the car arrived at the
car show making a grand entrance on the
back of a beautiful new flatbed wrecker

where our MGB looked like a gnat on the
back of an elephant. No sooner had we
stopped than dozens of people came to see if
they could help, asking if we needed parts,
oil, or whatever.
The next day, the sponsoring club and its
chairman, Jim Watson, made sure we had
the parts, oil, and expertise to fix the problem. We were so lucky to find out it was a
bad oil filter and with a new filter and fresh
oil we were back in business. We wanted to
pay for the parts at least, but Jim said, “Just
come back next year.”
Now for the “gold” – the wonderful people
with hearts of gold, our traveling companions and those who helped at the destination.
So this is our tale of finding oil and gold! A
lot of gold-hearted guys and gals and lots of
new friends. This was our first MGB/British car adventure and we were so thrilled to
have met so many new friendly and knowledgeable people. We’re looking forward to
next year and thank everyone for all their
kindness. —Vern & Ginger Banta
Stuart, Florida
PS – A special thanks to our sister Pat and
brother-in-law Dennis Rainey (owners of
three MGBs) who introduced us to the MGB
Driver and the NAMGBR organization.

advertising firm and has been a long
time fan of the MGB. The 1980 MGB
he’s owned for two years and the 1974
he just bought. Previously he had a
1978 and a 79 Midget as well as another
79 B. Andrew says it’s been a wonderful
run with these cars and he’s in it for the
long haul!

Andrew Perry, left
driving his MGB to
the California hills
where the image
above was taken.
Andrew is lucky
to have 2 MGBs to
choose from.
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MG 2008 Popular Vote Results
Class A MGB Mark
1 Pull Handle 1962-67 (29 Cars)
1st Josh Holland,
Bowling Green, KY               
2nd  	 Richard Wagner
Pittsfield, Mass.               
3rd Tony Shoviak       	
Waterville, Ohio

Class H   MGB      
Limited Edition 1979-80 (17 Cars)              
1st Dale Handley 	
Strongsville, OH
2nd 	 Oscar Gonzales     Oak Lawn, IL               
3rd Eddie Cole              Walton, KY

Class B MGB
Mark 2 Chrome Grille 1968-69 (13 Cars)
1st Ned Shields
Ownings, MD               
2nd Dave Kray
Williamsville, NY
3rd    	 Gary Perrault
Butler, NJ

Class I     MGB/GT
Chrome Bumper 1965-74 (39 Cars)
1st 	 Forrest Collier
Willow Street,PA               
2nd 	 Allen Kelsey
Apple Valley, MN               
3rd 	 Sam Sullivan        	 Fairfield, CT

Class C MGB
Mark 2 Recessed Grille 1970-72 (28 Cars)               
1st   Dale Glatfelter
York, PA               
2nd  	 John Moore
Mechanicville, NY               
3rd   Glenn Davis
West Grove, PA

Class J     MGB/GT
Rubber Bumper 1974 ½-75 (5 Cars)              
1st 	 Kurt Kagl
Falston, MD               
2nd Steve Harding
East Norriton, PA

Class D MGB
Honeycomb Grille 1973-74 (30 Cars)
1st Harry Ware
Dalton, PA               
2nd  	 Norm Davies
Charlotte, NC               
3rd   Kenneth Olszewski Falston MD
Class E MGB Mark 3
Rubber Bumper 1974 ½-76 (21 Cars)
1st 	 Michael Lang
New Freedom, PA               
2nd Andrew Schneggenberger York, PA               
3rd Richard Jefferson
Hampsted, MD
Class F MGB      
Mark 4 Early 1977-78 (38 Cars)
1st 	 Neal Becker
York, PA               
2nd 	 James Duke
Memphis, Tenn              
3rd Morris Worrell
Chesapeake, VA   
Class G MGB
Mark 4 Late 1979-80 (38 Cars)              
1st Peter Mittler 	
Toronto, Canada               
2nd Hank Brillhart  	
Witchita, KS               
3rd George Barbari   
Tonawanda, NY

Class K MG Midget
Chrome Bumper 1961-74 (8 Cars)
1st 	 Abbie Linick
Avon Lake, OH     
2nd  	 George Chase      
West Chester, OH
3rd Paul Phillips         
Royersford, PA
Class L MG Midget
Rubber Bumper 1975-80 (10 Cars)
1st 	 John Leible
Lockport, NY               
2nd  	 Richard Liddick    
Glen Arm. MD               
3rd    	 Jerry Azzara         
Chesnee SC   
Class M MGB
V8 Factory All Years (3 Cars)
1st  	 Peter Cosmides     Moorestown, NJ               
2nd Don Perry             
Edmond, OK               
3rd Anthony DeBella
Lawrel, MD
Class N   MGB/GT
Modified V6, V8, etc. (15 Cars)
1st 	 Dan Algarin         
Hewitt, NJ               
2nd 	 Michael Egliskis   
Parkton, MD               
3rd      	Mikel Moor          
Angola, IN

Class Q   MG 1100/1300          
All Years (1 Cars)
1st       	Patricia Chapman
Gowen, MI

Furthest Driven MG Driven:
Philip Striegl of Bailey, Colorado with 1770 miles
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MG 2008 Report

By Robert Rushing, Editor MGB Driver

V

alley Forge was a much
more pleasant place for our
gathering than it was for
George Washington in December of 1777. Of course, I don’t
think Old George would have
been too happy seeing so much
British iron and flapping Union
Jacks so near his old winter
encampment. Yes, Valley Forge was the
location for MG 2008, the annual convention of the North American MGB
Register, and what a convention it was!
Before I go any further, I’d like to
say hats off to the Philadelphia MG
Club for organizing the event. They
had everything so well organized that
there were few questions that had to
be asked. As you arrived, Philly Club
members were waiting in the parking
lot wearing their day-glo green shirts to
direct you on where to park and where
to go. Inside, the registration desk was
staffed by people who knew what to do
and the regalia area was well laid out so
picking up your ordered gear was a piece
of cake. It was as if the ghost of General von Steuben himself drilled this
army of volunteers to become such an
organized force. Their team was lead by
the able efforts of Event Co-chairmen
Jim Schulte and Mark Johnson, both of
whom were always at hand to answer
any question or take care of any problem. Both did an exceptional job!
In conjunction with our convention, the American MGC Register held
their 28th Annual C-Event of Brutal
Aggressives. So besides all the MGBs,
Midgets, and the single MG 1100, as
well as some MGAs, T-Series, and other
British cars we had in attendance, there
was a great contingent of beautiful
MGCs. Since I’ve long been secretly
envious of MGC owners, I hope that
this isn’t the last time we get together
with them!
The convention kicked off on
Wednesday evening with a cocktail
party next to the host hotel’s swim24

ming pool. The Philadelphia MG Club
provided all the food and appetizers for
the evening’s festivities then opened
up their well-stocked hospitality suite
afterwards where a lot of Old Speckled
Hen was on ice.
Thursday was the first full day of
the event. For those who signed up,
there was a bus tour into Philadelphia
to visit all the great sites – the Liberty
Bell, Independence Hall, Ben Franklin’s
grave, Betsy Ross’ home, Larry Fine’s
birthplace (OK, that last one might not
have been on the official tour), and all
the other places that have meant so
much to our country’s history. Another
group went to the Simone Foundation
Car Museum to see their extensive collection, one of which is a MG K3 which
was even started up and driven for the
crowd!
For others, there were self-guided
driving tours of the Amish country of
Lancaster County, the national historic
site at Valley Forge, and Bucks County
with its covered bridges and hex-signed
barns. One of the suggested stops on
the self-guided tours is a place I’d like
to tell you about – The Shady Maple.
It’s a smorgasbord restaurant in Amish
country. It’s hard to describe this place.
It is an all-you-can-eat buffet of country
style food, all of which was very good
and I have to say that it might have had
the best roast beef I’ve ever eaten in my
life. Anyway, I’m sure there’s nothing
unusual about a small town buffet place
that serves country cooking. What is
unusual is that fact that the place is
the size of a Super Wal-Mart. I’m dead
serious.
On both Thursday and Friday, there
MGB Driver
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were a huge number of technical presentations on tap for almost any topic
you can imagine. Glenn Davis gave a
talk on Collector Car Insurance; Pete
Cosmides spoke on Chrome bumper
conversions and suspension lowering; Ed Sweeney covered installing air
conditioning; Terry Allen demonstrated
detailing techniques; Matt Bakes spoke
on British wiring; Bill Shields lectured
on MG bodywork structures and their
restoration; Mark Bulwicz gave a virtual
tour of UK motoring sites; a discussion
on Finishing possibilities for the home
mechanic was held by John Sloane;
Steve Pilla talked about the pros & cons
of V6 conversions; Tony Rhodes gave instruction on SU Rebuilding; Jeff Schulte
went over tune ups; and our very own
Technical Coordinator – John Twist
– lent his talents with his famous rolling
tech session.
A barbeque bash was held Thursday
night at Mermaid Lake where attendees
were entertained by a three-man Irish
Celtic band as well as an impromptu
car show on the grassy, park-like parking area. Of course, after the barbeque
everyone headed back to the hotel for a
parking lot party and more socializing
at the hospitality suite.
Friday night was the night that I
looked forward to the most – the Philly
Feast and the screening of the unreleased movie “Sherman’s Way” on a
drive-in style type screen in the parking
lot. Unfortunately, as the afternoon
rolled around so did the clouds. Rain
came down in buckets and it
looked like the movie
would have to
be canceled.
However,
being the
well-oiled,
organized
machine
that the Philly
club was they quickly
worked out a deal with
MGB Driver
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the hotel to move the showing into one
of the giant meeting rooms.
The food at the Philly Feast was fantastic with tons of cheesesteak devoured
and lots of Tasty Cakes consumed. As
for the movie – it was even better. I’m
a big fan of independent films so I was
really looking forward to this one. I
wasn’t let down. The fact that it had
a MGB as a major part of the movie
was only a bonus – the film itself was
outstanding – funny, poignant, and
inspiring. I can see why it has won so
many film festival awards. I cannot
wait until it is released so I can see it
again in a theater and when I can buy a
copy on DVD. The film’s director, Craig
Saavedra (see the May/June 2008 issue)
was on hand to present the film and to
do a Q&A afterwards. Craig is a great
guy and has become a huge enthusiast.
If you get a chance, run, don’t walk, to
see it! (I’d like to give a special thanks to
Kim de Bourbon who really got the ball
rolling on getting this film shown.)
The big car show date had arrived
on Saturday morning. All 356 registered cars made their way to beautiful
Green Lane County Park. To other
clubs, the thought of moving so many
cars to a location almost 40 minutes
away would be a complete nightmare;
but not to the Philadelphia MG Club!
They enlisted the help of the local
Delaware Valley Triumph Club to man
check points
all
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along the route to point our MGs in the
right direction. Every major intersection and turn had a Triumph and an
eager owner waving and pointing the
way. It was greatly appreciated by all
who made the trek.
As the cars entered the show field,
each was photographed by PhotoGraphics (www.photographicsdei.com)
and then quickly pointed to their class
by that well oiled army of volunteers.
Once everything was in place, popular
voting and the concours judging kicked
off. There were several vendors on
location including one of the best food
vendors I’ve ever seen at a show – not
only was the food great, it was very inexpensive. Of course, we were all there
for the cars and what a display it was!
There were so many spectacular MGs
on hand that it was nearly impossible
to vote and that’s not including the
concours cars which were the best I’ve
ever seen at a convention. There was
also a lot of traffic at the new NAMGBR
tent and many new members joined our
ranks. John Twist made rounds to give
on the spot diagnosis for problems and
answer questions.
Unfortunately, as the afternoon
rolled around the clouds moved back in
and dumped on us again. Even though
the rain was to only last about 30 minutes, most people left to go back to the
hotel. Luckily, the rain held off until
most of the voting and
all of the judging had
taken place so it
only cut the show
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short by a couple of hours. The extra
time back at the hotel allowed everyone
to get some relaxation in before the
awards ceremony that evening.
Prior to the banquet, there was a
silent auction with a number of great
items including a working MGB overdrive transmission (someone walked
away with a great deal at only $675!).
Because the large number of attendees
who signed up for the dinner, it had
to be split between two rooms for the
serving, then the chairs were moved
into the main room for the awards.
Before all the trophies were handed out,
presentations were given for MG 2009,
MG 2010, and MG 2011, as well as a
special 40th Anniversary Award from
the MGCC-UK given to the MG Car
Club Southwestern Ohio Centre, plus
the annual giving of the Spirit of John
Thornley Award – this year awarded to
the long deserving John Twist.
With the giving of the awards and
a last gathering at the hospitality suite,
came the end to another tremendously
successful NAMGBR convention. The
Philadelphia MG Club should be proud
of how well their membership pulled
together to put on such a top quality
event. You guys demonstrated what
the North American MGB Register is all
about!
So how many days is it until MG
2009…
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by Charles de Bourbon
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Photo provided by Robert rushing

Welcoming Reception by the Pool

Funkhana

The fun competition through an obstacle

Terry Allen
(not shown
here) wins
by tearing
through the
course. The
tire squealing video is
still up on
YouTube.

Barbecue
Photo provided by Robert rushing
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Photo provided by Robert rushing

Great food and
company, with live
music. Director/Producer of the movie
“Sherman’s Way”,
and NAMGBR
member, Craig
Saavedra and his
son Josh and our
very own Robert
Rushing.
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Covered Bridge Tour

Parking Lot
Some of the greatest times with old
and new friends happen right in
the parking lot. Deserves a look.

Here are just the
highlights of a spectacular run through
the Pennsylvania
country side with
beautiful scenery.
Great covered
bridges, six in all,
spanned a 6 hour
adventure with a
stop at the Ship’s
Inn restaurant and
brewery for lunch,
below.

A scheduled drive-in movie went
indoors when rain threatened.

Robert Jay and to his right Eddie
Cole and Lorraine enjoy a moment.
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MG 2008 Car Show

MGB Chrome Bumper

MGB-Rubber Bumper

MGB-GT

MG 1100

MGB - LE

MGB-GT V8
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MG Midget
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MG 2008 Car Show

Panoramic event photo by
Cirkut Panoramic Photographs.
Doug Chadwick was hoisted above the field to
capture this scene.
See their ad on page 13.

Paul Hanley

Alex Ollerman
Pete Mitler’s rolling veranda.

Chick Knorr
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A great summer day for MG 2008. Over 350
MGs entered the showfield at Green Lane
Park. The 4000 acre park setting was beautiful. A lake and a picnic area completed the
experience. Later in the day, warm weather
gave way to a shower. The hardy MGs stayed.

Philadelphia MG Club in Green shirts.
MGB Driver
September/October 2008
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MG 2008 Concours Report

Tara & Simon Dix

David Krebs

Bill Harris

John Kosztyo

Russ & Marion LaFevre

By Paul Hanley, NAMGBR Concours Coordinator

N

o Concours event could take
place without judges and to
those that put forth the effort
this year, your colleagues offer up a
great big thank you! Appreciations for
giving their time go to NAMGBR Chairman Bruce Wyckoff, past Chairman
and Concours Emeritus Rick Ingram,
three-time judges Butch O’Conner and
NAMGBR Enthusiast of the Year, Bob
Gloyd, Amelia Island and Pebble Beach
Concours judge and world renowned
MG expert Jonathan Stein, and local
MG guru Glenn Davis. This was perJoseph Bevilacqua
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haps the most qualified bunch of MGB
experts ever assembled for a NAMGBR
Concours event. And with this tough
bunch of scrutinizers, the scores of the
cars were the highest ever!
Simply put, the level of competition is heating up – every car this year
scored over 900 points – absolutely
amazing cars all. In fact, I can often tell
just by looking at the field who might
likely be “Top Point MG”. Not so this
year. They were that good and any one
of this year’s cars could have easily been
Top Point MG in prior years. Hats off
from me to all the participants!
Most of the field of nine cars that

Morell & Judy LaRue

Jill & Ken Waeber
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All these participants bring the care of your MG to
a higher standard.

braved the impending thunderstorms
this year had been participants in prior
years. I might add that these “Show
Cars” all weathered the torrential
downpours and remained on the field
till judging was completed. Not every
MG to take the field that stormy day
can say that! When the weather cleared
and the scores tallied, the following
Certificates of Merit were given: Russ
LaFevre’s 1980 Inca Yellow convertible
– 919.5 points, Joseph Bevilaqua’s 1967
Dark BRG convertible – 920 points, Simon Dix’s 1977 Flamingo Red convertible – 927 points, and original owner
John Kosztyo’s BRG 1967 convertible
– 929 points.
There were two honorable mentions awarded. Morell LaRue’s 1967 BRG
convertible –
952.5 points and Ken Waebek’s ’64
Old English White convertible – 933.5
points. Reports are that Ken was up half
the night prior still prepping his car but
the real thanks goes to Ken’s wife who
reportedly held the flashlight. Good
women are hard to find. Hold on to her,
Ken!
Perennial contenders William Harris and David Krebs both walked away
with Awards of Excellence. William
presented his 1979 Pageant Blue to the
MGB Driver
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amazing score of 969 points and David
was on his heals only 1.5% behind with
his 1967 Tartan Red GT – 959 points.
And that left one car – the Top
Point MG of MG 2008. This car will be
photographed and used as a template
for all Concours restorations from this
point on. It has raised the bar well beyond the previous high water mark. It’s
“how it’s done.” There is no doubt it will
be invited to many top flight Concours
d’Elegances in the near future. It is
my understanding it is already receiving such invitations to represent our
beloved MGB. Had it not been for that
scratch on the jack and a small scrape
on the original glass, Brooks Amiot’s
1962 Tartan Red convertible would have
scored a perfect 1000 points. But those
scratches cost him
Brooks Amoit
two points and
he had to settle as
this year’s Top MG
with 998 points!
Now that’s as good
as it gets. Thank
you for participating Brooks. Have
fun campaigning
it and driving such
a well restored car!
I know it will bring
you many happy
miles.
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Concours

TOP POINT MG

BROOKS
AMOIT
1962
Tartan Red Roadster              
Owings Mills, MD
998/1000 points

Award of Excellence: William Harris
1979 Pageant Blue Roadster, River Ridge, LA                  
969 points

Autographed in the boot
by Don Hayter,
an original MG designer.
How complete can
an MG be?

Honorable Mention: Morell LaRue
1967 BRG Convertible, Choctaw, OK
952.5 points

Certificate of Merit: Simon Dix
1977 Flamingo Red Convertible, O Fallon, MO    
927 points
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Award of Excellence: David Krebs
1967 Tartan Red, GT Annapolis, MD
959 points

Honorable Mention: Ken Waeber
1964 Old English White Convertible, Milford, OH                  
933.5 points

Certificate of Merit: John Kosztyo
1967 BRG Convertible, Belle Mead, NJ                  
929 points
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Philly Feast • MG Movie

Concours Continued

Certificate of Merit: Joseph Bevilacqua
1967 Dark BRG Convertible, New Milford, NJ
920 points

Certificate of Merit: Russ LaFevre
1980 Inca Yellow Convertible, Commerce TWP, MI                  
919.5 points

Other Results
Gymkhana

1 Terry Allen, Kintnersville, PA               
2 Mark Bulwicz, Doylestown, PA               
3 Warren Doerner, Schwenksville, PA
A time to reflect on the events of the day and the events to come. Relaxing with friends and exploring
experiences with their MGs and adventures through the Pennsylvania countryside. Well, Philadelphia
is only 15 minutes from Valley Forge so it wasn’t all country.

Crafts Winner

Terri Moor, T-Shirt Quilt, Angola, IN

Photo Winner

Steve Wagoner, “Magnet in Cemetery”                                         
Dover, NJ              

Furthest MG Driven

Philip Striegl, 1770 miles
Bailey, Colorado                

Hardship Case

John Heisenfeldt, Broken Rear Spring
Waukesha, WI     

Not in the MG 2008 Concours line up, but
Andrew Knaut’s MG V8 is one beautiful MG.
Andrew came in from Grand Rapids, MI.
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Paul Hanley, left, presents Brooks Amoit with
his well deserved CONCOURS TOP SCORE
award at the Awards Banquet at MG 2008.
MGB Driver
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Craig Saavedra, the Director, showed his yet to be released movie “Sherman’s Way” immediately after
the Philly Feast. Negotiations between Kim de Bourbon, the Philadelphia MG club, and Craig resolved
legal and technical issues for a pre-released movie. An excellent movie, release date, October.
MGB Driver
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Tech Sessions

MG 2008

Pete Cosmides on the technical aspects of a chrome bumper
conversion. Peter is a technician and owner of Motor Garage
in Maple Shade, NJ

At left is Jim Shulte with the hamburger and beverage.
Above fellow MG 2008 participants who showed me
non-verbal communication what would happen if I cut
the registration line. Above them is Connie and Bruce
Wycoff and Jean Igram. Upper left is Robert Edwards,
upper right is Steve Harding (beard) and Rick Brown
with their entourage (back and front) at the gates of
the Sheraton MG parking lot.
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Photo provided by Kim de bourbon

Ed Sweeney discusses Air Conditioning
installation. Here he shows how the fan
motor mounts under the dash. This tech
session went to the parking lot to check
out a working A/C unit from Moss
Motors. Ed is also a technician at Motor
Garage in Maple Shade, NJ

Detailing with Terry
Allen shown here in
reflection of a bonnet that is polished
to a mirror finish.
There are a
variety of available
products which all
boast great results.
Terry cleared up
some confusion on
which products he
feels give the best
protection and look
to your MG.

At right is John Twist, who conducted
an extensive rolling tech session in the
parking lot of the Sheraton Hotel. John
Twist is one of the leading authorities on
the MG inner workings. He is the Master
Technician and owner of University Motors in Ada, Michigan. John is also one
of the founding fathers of NAMGBR.
MGB Driver
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Awards Banquet

Mark Johnson,
Show Co-Chair MG 2008

Steve Harding,
President Philadelphia MG Club

Peter Mitler,
Show Chairman MG 2010

Paul Hanley,
Concours Coordinator.

Even when warned
that their picture may
end up in the MGB
Driver, all pose according to their comfort
level.

From the left; Robert Gloyd, Laura and Alan
Magnuson, in their now classic convention pose.
MGB Driver

Jim Schulte,
Show Chairman MG 2008.

Left, we present
Shirley Goebbert from
Algonquin, Ill., who
won the 50/50. This
is the second win in a
row for the 50/50. She
won at MG 2007 too.
Will someone tell her
to go buy a Lottery
ticket already!
Right, camera resistance is futile.

Remember, be nice to
me, I have Photoshop.
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Bruce Wyckoff,
Chairman of NAMBGR.
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Breaking News from Utah!

2008 Thornley Spirit Award
John Twist

The One That Got Away?
O - Series MGB Discovered!

By Bruce Wyckoff
NAMGBR Chairman

E

very year, the Chairman
and Executive Board of the
North American MGB Register review a list of candidates
and make the determination of
who should receive the Spirit of
Thornley Award.
Named after John Thornley,
the long time General Manager
of the MG factory in Abingdon
and respectfully know as Mr.
MG, this award is given each
year to the person, couple or
family that best exemplifies the
spirit and enthusiasm of owning an MGB, MGB/GT, Midget or
1100/1300 Sedan.
The winner receives a
beautiful framed print to display in
their home for one year. After the year
is completed, the recipient receives a
plaque with the same print as a permanent symbol of their induction into
the Registrar’s family of previous award
winners.
At this point, I would like last
year’s recipients; Kim and Charles de
Bourbon to step forward and receive
their permanent award. Charles is one
of the driving forces behind the MGB
Driver and both Kim and Charles have
been enthusiastic MG owners for years
and have been involved on both the
national and local club level.
This year’s recipient was one of
the reasons I got involved with MGs in
the first place. While looking at a 1975
Midget, I was told about an MG shop
over in Grand Rapids. Knowing there
was an MG shop just 34 miles away
removed some of the intimidation of
owning a foreign car.
A founding father of the North
American MGB Register, as our first
Chairman he set the groundwork and
principles we still follow to this day.
As our current Technical Coordinator,
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he has help a number of our members
either through his column in the MGB
Driver or addressing problems out in the
parking lot. We are very fortunate to
have them involved with the B Register.
Would you please join me in recognizing the 2008 John Thornley Spirit
Award winner, our very own “Mr. MG”
– John Twist.

From the left, Charles, Kim de Bourbon and
Bruce Wycoff being presented with the Thornley
Spirit Award at MG 2007, Rohnert Park, Ca.
MGB Driver
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By Ken Smith

Y

ou might have read elsewhere in
my MGB Registrar’s notes in this
issue about a unique find in Utah
of a development MGB fitted with an
O-Series engine. Bernard Rengger, the
Chairman of the MG Car Club (UK)’s
MGB Register, first brought this to our
attention, seeking confirmation of the
details
We have to believe this is genuine,
despite the fact that, supposedly, none
of the O-Series MGBs existed outside of
the UK since the MG Factory recalled
them all after testing. However, this
car appears to be the real thing and is
somewhat authenticated by its Heritage
Certificate which we reproduce here.
This clearly states that GHN5UL
482752G was manufactured in November 1978, in Leyland White with Black
interior. The dealer destination was the
MG Development Department and that
this car was part of the O-Series engine
MGB development program.
In the mid-seventies, MG undertook some testing on a new engine that
would have added performance and
MGB Driver
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BMHT Certificate with O-Series Engine noted
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Breaking News!

O Series engine

been able to meet the ever-tightening
emission requirements. A few test cars
were brought to the US for trials in the
Arizona desert, and even up Pike’s Peak,
however, the O-Series engine never
made it to production as BL decided to
put their money into the ill-fated TR7.
All the test vehicles were supposed
to be converted back to the original
1800cc engine, but apparently, this car
survived. The original engine number
18V883-AEL-33446 was crossed out on
the MG build record at the time and
marked “Return to production.” However, on the vehicle Registration Docu-

ment held by the owner, the engine is
shown as 20H647AAHEP0092. This is
a correct engine number for an O-Series development unit and is similar to
the unit fitted in the Austin Princess/
Ambassador cars. The MGB has been
reported as being verified by Brown &
Gammons and as described above, by
British Motor Heritage Trust.
At the time of writing in early July,
the car is listed for sale at a price of
$17,000. If we have any further developments, we will report in our next issue
– watch this space!

James Woolf, our New Generation Registrar’s ride. Interesting, fun, and youthful.
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Review: New Online!

Silverstone 2008 MG Convention

Only For Sale Database

MG Convention UK-Style - Photos by Andy Knott • Nell Hyett

by Robert Rushing

L

ong time MGB enthusiast, Desmond Mullen has developed what is
probably the very first “MGB Only”
online For Sale database on the internet.
Utilizing special internet searches and
technical mumbo-jumbo, Desmond
has found a way of consolidating the
information found on a lot of online resources such as eBay, Craigslist, etc, and
pulling it all into one easy-to-use location. The website, www.naspecmgb.
com (the “naspecmgb” standing for
North American Spec MGB), currently
has over 1200 entries for MGBs and
MGB/GTs that are listed for sale.
Desmond has a lot of experience in
the Information Technology industry
so really appreciates the value of being
able to compare, filter, and search loads
of data in order to come up with comprehensive and useful results. Over the
years, he has bought and sold a number
of MGBs. Out of the first four MGBs
he sold, two went to overseas buyers
(one in Iceland and one in Holland). It
occurred to him that MGB enthusiasts
were willing to search far and wide for
the “right” MGB; but that there was
no easy, comprehensive way to locate
them. As MGBs become less common,
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buyers are less likely to find them locally, so the ability to search widely
becomes more important.
Friends, neighbors, and his fellow
North Carolina MG Club members
frequently ask him how he keeps finding great deals on his B’s, so the idea
occurred to him to develop the site.
After several months and a whole lot
of hours, Desmond has developed an
excellent new tool for the MGB enthusiast. Besides all the listings, the site has
a Buyer’s & Seller’s guide and a FAQ section. Although a bit complex looking,
the site has an excellent search feature
that will allow you to search by color,
location, type, year, condition, and
a whole host of other criteria. Take a
cruse around the site, I found a number of very tempting cars that ranged
from the nearly perfect to the highly
modified to the completely junk parts
car. Access to the site is for subscription
only, but at $2.95 a month or $29.95
a year – it’s a great bargain. For those
signing up per month, there is a 15-day
free trial period and the subscription
can be cancelled at any time.
So if you’re searching for that perfect B or are always on the lookout for
great bargains, you need this site!
MGB Driver
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Silverstone boast,
“. . . the largest MG gathering anywhere on the planet . . .”
As the images show, row after row
of those beautiful MGs. Thousands
of MGs show up religiously for this
event, which features a race track
and competition.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR

Silverstone

MGB Registrar
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

Midget Registrar

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

New Generation Registrar
James Woolf
lbcnut@aol.com

OPEN

1974½ MGB Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

Sports car racing is among
the attractions
of Silverstone.

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

An extravagant
display of MGs
that makes it
the event to
attend.

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com
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Tech Talk

Hi John,
I recently replaced the electrical part of the
ignition switch (1980 MGB) in hopes of
getting more of a “springy return” when
moving the key from the start to run
position but no luck. This switch seems
to hang more than the previous one and
requires a manual move back to the “run”
position. The starter and both ignition and
starter relays have recently been replaced.
Is this spring mechanism located in the
locking portion of the switch? Thanks again
for your help!  Cheers, —Scott
Scott,
The key tumbler rotates freely
for a full 180 degrees. You can check
that out when you have the electrical
switch out of the unit. The electrical
switch has a very strong rotary spring
that keeps the switch from remaining
in the START position. The tumbler
has a shaft, in the shape of a bow-tie
that extends left from the tumbler and
fits into a female slot in the switch.
After a long period of use, the plastic
in the electrical switch gets chewed
up and the shaft from the tumbler
can no longer rotate the switch and
instead of turning the switch it all
just jams up.
The only real solution is to bite
the bullet and purchase a tumbler
AND the electrical switch as a unit
(now around $200 I think). I wish
I had a less expensive solution for
you! We used to have a lock shop
here in Grand Rapids and Arlene, the
locksmith, would disassemble our
tumblers and extend that bowtie. It
always took a lot of work. Another option we’ve used in a pinch is to fill the
slot in the switch with JB Weld, then
push the unit into the tumbler and let
it set up. But, if too much of that epoxy oozes into the switch or tumbler,
then nothing turns – so be careful!
HI John,
I’m in the process of restoring my 1965
MGB. It is an early ‘65 with pull-handle
doors. I’ve not been able to find replacement
doors or door skins that will work with the
original door pulls and lock sets. I currently
have push-button door skins installed and
the lock sets are too long to match up flush

54

MGB Driver

September/October 2008

MGB Driver

September/October 2008

John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
with the exterior door surface. Do you have
any advice on where to find early (‘62 - 64’)
door skins or replacement doors?
Many thanks for any suggestions!
—Nelson Fulbright
Nelson,
If it is the bottom of the door which is
rusty, then a newer skin would work
if you split it at the chrome strip line.
Beyond that, I have to say I cannot be
of much help. Maybe eBay is a potential source of used pieces. Hope this
helps a little bit!
Dear John,
I have been enjoying your YouTube videos
– they are very helpful and informative!
Please assist with the following problem I
have on my 1971 MGB. The car has just
been totally rebuilt from ground up, but it
has been sitting for 2 or 3 month.
Finally, I went for a drive only about 8 to 10
miles and when I get back the rear end feel
like it is on fire, the heat coming through
to the wheels seems excessive. I have had
the diff totally re-built as well as the rear
brakes. Seems the brakes might be sticking,
please let me know if you think this might
be the problem and how to fix it – the hubs
were so hot you could not touch them. Regards,—Justin Collin - Melbourne Australia
Justin,
It is not uncommon, after a brake
job, for the rear brakes to drag. Here
are some things you can do:
1) Exercise the handbrake cable
– find two buddies to help you out.
Slacken the handbrake adjusting nut
to the end of the threads (under the
handbrake handle). Disconnect the
handbrake cable from the left hand
(nearside) brake lever and grasp the
fork with a pair of vise-grips. One
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person is inside the car to pull the
handle up; one person is at the left
rear, vise-grips in hand to pull the
cable off; and the third is working
the grease gun, pumping grease into
the cable as the other two moves the
cable in and out about 100 times. At
the end of this exercise, the cable
should be really free.
2) Adjust up the brakes, using
a 1/4” square socket. First, back the
adjusters all the way out (towards the
center of the car), then grease the
threads, then run the adjusters in as
far as you can turn them (obviously,
don’t get then so tight that you break
them off!), then back them off, quarter turn by quarter turn until the drum
“just” runs free. When the brakes are
all bedded in, the distance between
fully locked and fully free should be
1/4 turn -- in practice it’s usually two
or three.
3) Then, adjust up the handbrake
so that the handle is at a comfortable
height for you when it’s fully tight.
The workshop manual calls for two
or three clicks – which is fine for you
RHD guys, but waaay too low for LHD.
4) Of course, there’s always the
chance that your rear brake lines (the
steel ones) are crushed and while you
can get fluid into the cylinders, the
spring tension cannot get the fluid
back into the master cylinder. Feel
the lines to make sure they’re not
crushed. Also, the flex lines go bad
after 15-20 years. Lastly, make sure
that the brake light switch is adjusted
so that you have a full 1/2” of pedal
free play (or the brakes will be on all
the time).
John,
Carolyn probably told you that my ‘77
B (you worked on this car when I was on
the faculty at University of Michigan) was
totaled this summer in a parking lot. I
replaced it with a ‘75 B, and I am getting
to know a new car... One quirk is that the
polarity in the electrical system is reversed
(discovered when I replaced the battery),
when the alternator went out, my local guy
said he rewired the car to get polarity back
to normal, but when I attached my trickle
charger this winter, no go. Lead me to check
and the battery was still hooked up neg56

pos & pos-neg... I called the guy, he is not
concerned...should I be? (I reversed wires
on charger to try to charge up. Power is out
right now so don’t know outcome yet...)
Thanks, —John Ettlie
John,
Your MGB is negative earth, negative ground. This is common with
all modern vehicles. Sometimes the
ground cable has been replaced with
a red cable, making ground red and
power black – just opposite of what
you would expect – but the important
thing is that the battery is hooked up
with the negative (-) terminal connected to ground. If you hook it up
backwards, the alternator will cook
and sometimes even catch on fire!
When you connect your trickle
charger, the easiest way to do it is to
go under the bonnet. Connect the
black lead from the charger to a bolt
or stud on the engine. Connect the
red lead to the clips that hold the bottom fuse in the fuse box. You should
see a little spark if the charger is
plugged in and you make the second
connection with the alligator clips.
This is a perfectly acceptable
method of charging your car and
will not over tax the wiring – and it’s
easier than trying to gain access to the
battery!
John,
My ‘72 MGB gearbox whines with the
engine idling and out of gear. The noise goes
away if I push the clutch pedal in or if I roll
the car forward or back wards about a foot.
What could it be? Thank you, 
—Barry Shnabel
Barry,
I want to tell you that the swishing you hear is common and normal.
When the clutch is engaged (idling in
neutral), then the laygear is spinning
in the gearbox and throwing a lot of
oil all over. You could change the oil,
using Castrol 20W/50. Yet, your comment about moving the car fore and
aft is really puzzling. Oh - you might
try this - spin off the gear knob and
see if most or all of the noise is eliminated. Give me a call if you wish.
John,
I have a question. I need to put fluid in the
shocks on my ‘80 MGB LE. Is there a fluid
MGB Driver

September/October 2008

I can purchase locally? I doubt the previous
owner ever topped the shocks off. Should
I do anything in the way of rebuilding the
shocks while I am at it? I have seen a valve
in the catalogues while browsing. Thanks,
—Ron Sessoms

Armstrong
Shock Absorber

Ron,
The fluid in the Armstrong shocks is
hydraulic oil with a seal-sweller and
an anti-foaming agent. We have ours
made up in 50-weight to account
for the internal wear in the shocks. I
know Moss and others have it for sale.
Don’t use motor oil! All you need to
do is to keep the shocks filled. I’ll do a
YouTube video about filling the shocks
in the next week or so. Find all our
videos under “universitymotorsltd” on
YouTube.
Dear Mr. Twist,
I have this question regarding the subject
choke assembly on a Zenith-Stromberg Carburetor CD 175 CD-2 #3766. Q:Should the
threaded hole (approx. 7/32-in. diameter)
in the aluminum body that looks in on the
choke lever & arm be plugged with a screw?
Note: This vehicle has been in storage since
I installed the new choke assembly, which
was over three years ago. Since I do not
have the old choke assembly, I do not know
what the threaded hole is for. Thank you in
advance for your help. Regards,—Paul
Paul,
There is no problem leaving the hole
open.
Hello John,
I’ve spoken with you a couple of times
regarding my 1965 MGB roadster that I am
currently re-building. My car was originally
a car sold at University Motors in London.
What I would like to ask you John is a gearbox question, I think I know the answer, but
it would be nice to have an expert tell me
MGB Driver
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I’m correct. My question is – on the top of
the 3-synchro gearbox I have two switches,
switch one is the reverse light switch and
switch two is the inhibitor switch. If I view
my gearbox from the rear of the box (as
if I’m driving the car) is the reverse light
switch on the top left of the gearbox?
Regards, —John Davies, England
John,
The switch on the remote control
housing is the 3-4 lockout or inhibitor
switch; the switch on the intermediate
housing (between the main box and
the OD) is the reverse light switch.
Test each of them about 20 times before installing the gearbox to the car!
Good morning,
I’m looking for instructions on how to
change my leaking rear gearbox seal on
my 1971 MGB/GT with a 4-syncro and
overdrive. Please can you help me?
Thanks, —Jaap Rauw
Jaap!
First of all, are you CERTAIN that
the oil leak is coming from the rear
seal? Any oil that leaks from the engine is pushed rearwards and downwards. You could purchase some oil
dye and examine the leak with a black
light to ensure that the leak is the rear
seal. I say this because it is not common for the rear seal to leak.
To change the seal, remove the
drive shaft. Spin off the rear gearbox
nut with an impact gun or put the
gearbox in reverse and use a socket,
extension, and ratchet to break the
rear nut loose. Tap the rear flange off
the gearbox and use a long pry bar or
screwdriver to pry the seal out of the
rear housing. This is a very difficult
job just because it’s so difficult to
reach the rear flange.
John,
I recently dragged home a refugee Midget
that, with a little clean up, should be running soon. My first hurdle is electrical. The
previous owner replaced the battery, ignition switch, points/ condenser, cap and rotor, coil, plugs and wires; but had not gotten
it running. At first, I had no spark whatsoever. By switching to known good wires,
cap, rotor, and coil from my other Midget, I
got a feeble spark when I first started cranking, then nothing until just as I released the
57

Tech Talk

key. I decided to try jumping 12v directly to
the hot side of the coil and then I did get a
nice steady stream of spark – so I suspect a
wiring problem. My next plan is to try and
trace the circuit back thru the harness and
clean/ tighten each connection. I swapped
the fuse box for a freshly cleaned (not new)
unit. I am crossing my fingers that the
car is not simply diabolically possessed!
My problem is, I cannot find a wiring
diagram that exactly matches my car. It
appears that my coil is powered directly
thru the ignition switch while the negative
side (white with black tracer?) leads from
distributor to coil and then the negative
side of the tach. (I disconnected the tach
suspecting a short in this circuit.) I did find
one such diagram for the primary circuit,
but other parts of the same diagram don’t
seem to match this car.
At the aftermarket ignition switch, I have
green/white, light brown/grey, dark brown,
and white/ red – how do these align correctly with the harness? Also, what is the
relay looking box on the RH fenderwell
near/ outboard of the fusebox? I need to get
spark resolved so I can figure out fuel, next!
—Ed Mayer
Ed,
There is a direct connection from
the key switch to the hot side of the
ignition coil. The negative side of
the coil is correctly connected to the
distributor and to the tachometer.
The fusebox is wired “upside
down” from the MGB. From the
top, down, it’s BROWN, WHITE, and
RED/GREEN on the unfused side (pay
attention to the buss between the two
terminals at the bottom right); and
PURPLE, GREEN, RED, and RED on the
fused side.
From the ignition switch you
have: BROWN – hot, unfused, power
INTO the ignition switch; WHITE/
GREEN - first position, unfused, power
to the radio; WHITE - second position,
unfused, power out to the fusebox,
coil, and fuel pump; WHITE/RED
- start position, unfused, power to
the starter relay. You may also have a
SLATE wire which is hot, fused, when
the key is OFF to work the anti-run on
circuit. If you need a wiring diagram
for your year, give me a call and I’ll fax
it to you.
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John,
I read your ‘how to article’ on changing the
thrust washers. I had no trouble with my
‘69 a few years ago, but that one doesn’t
really pertain to the earlier MGB/MGA
axle. On that earlier axle the pinion assembly comes out from the front and looks
like one has to remove the ring gear to get
the roll pin out. Yikes! I think I will put it
back together and forget it. This is a 1965
car I acquired in a non-running state and I
thought I would open it up and change the
thrust washers as I don’t know how many
miles are on it. The gear faces look fine and
the oil looks ok with very little sludge on the
bottom. Should I just put it back together
and give it go?
Thanks for your advice! —Geoff Kimler
Geoff,
Those banjo diffs usually don’t
clunk because all four of the shims or
washers behind the spider gears (the
differential and pinion wheels) are
copper, not some sort of plastic.
However, changing those is no big
deal! Yes, you do have to remove the
diff assembly from the rear axle, and
yes, you do have to remove the crown
wheel from the diff assembly, but it’s
all easy and straightforward.
Hi John,
Keep up the great videos on YouTube; they
are very helpful and informative. My question relates to your video on jet centering. I
purchased rebuild kits for my H6 AUC878s.
I ordered the “leak proof” replacement Orings at the same time.
What is your opinion of them? They seem
very tight and would hinder the centering
process I would think as the jet has to be
removed. I noticed that in the video you
didn’t appear to use them because the cork
gland packing looked original as you re-assembled it.
Is it ok to use rubber O-rings to replace the
cork gasket on the jet locking nut?   One
of them came broken in the kits. Thanks
again for keeping us all better informed.
—Mark
Mark,
My experience with the rubber Orings is mixed. While they don’t leak,
it can be very difficult to get the jet to
move. That’s not usually a problem
MGB Driver
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when you pull the jets down, but that
little spring is not strong enough to
return the jet to the base of the adjustment nut – and then the car runs
rich. I use the graphite impregnated
O-rings from Joe Curto. AND, I soak
them in oil before fitting. Hope this
helps!

John,
Last year I purchased a beautiful older restoration of an OEW 1967 MGB/GT Special
with overdrive which is both cosmetically
and mechanically close to original specs.
The car has the original positive ground
system with twin 6-volt batteries and
the original dynamo. This year I plan to
do some upgrades to make the car more
reliable. These include putting in a SU
electronic fuel pump, a Pertronix electronic
ignition, and put in a high torque starter.
The question is will the original electrical
system handle these changes or do I need
a 12-volt battery and a negative earth
system? The car does not have a radio and
everything on the car is as original except I
put in halogen lights. The car is not a trailer
queen and I expect to drive it on nice days
putting on about 1500 miles per year. The
car has been trouble free so far and I want
to keep it that way. Thanks for your help on
this! —Dick Mullins
Dick,
After over 30 years of owning
my 1962 MGA 1600 Mark II Deluxe, I
finally converted it to negative earth
and a single twelve volt. Why? One
of the sixes was bad and new ones are
harder to come by, plus they’re made
with 1950’s technology and the new
batteries are much, much better.
I wanted to change to Pertronix
and didn’t want to deal with the positive earth system. So, are you geeked
on originality or is it of little matter?
There is no inherent advantage
of negative earth over positive earth.
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The group 26 12-volt sits in the passenger battery compartment just fine.
If you ever wanted to add something
modern (a radio, for example), or if
someone besides you was driving the
car and needed a jump, the negative
earth is so much more common.
The only disadvantage to the high
torque starters is that the power lug
sits very close to the distributor, so
pay attention to that.
John,
You have inspired me to get the old ragtop
out and look at it again. I had almost
given up and was going to put it on eBay. I
recently put a new hazard switch on the 79
MGB. The left rear light was not flashing but the tail lights worked so I figured I
would put in a new 1156 bulb. The existing
bulb was ok. I took the fixture off and
found that the ground was bad. Sanding
the inside did not work. Why would the
light fixture itself be insulated from the
frame? Even the “nuts” holding the fixture
in have plastic insulating washers. I jury
rigged it by stripping wire and wrapping
it around the outside of the bulb holder
(taping it on) and running the other end to
an attachment stud. Any advice will be
appreciated. It is not a driver yet but may
be with your inspiration. Thank you for
your unselfish positive attitude. —Jim
Jim,
Thanks for your kind comments.
You seem to be close to understanding Lucas! I’m surprised that you’d
find such a fault in your climate
– up here in the cold, wet, and salty
winter we’ve encountered all sorts of
disconnects. In the case of a socket
isolating itself from the lamp base,
peening the little tabs usually does
it. It does seem odd that the nuts
holding the lamp base to the body
are isolated with plastic, but the ends
of those nuts have little sharp points
which I’ve suspected ensure the earth
connection.
John,
What type rod/welder should I use to weld
a crack in and around one of the mounting
holes of the front shock absorber? Better yet
what is the alloy the shock is made of? Or
what have you successfully used? Thanking you in advance! —Bob Teske
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Tech Talk

Bob,
I’ve never done any welding on
a shock. I’m sure it’s basically aluminum, but I’d bet that is some alloy that
will defy your ability to weld it. You
can always send it in as a core to Peter
at Worldwide Imports in Madison, WI,
as he does the best shock rebuilding.
Sorry I cannot be of any more assistance
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Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to
answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday
through Friday. (616) 682-0800 or you can
e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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John,
I have a beautiful blue 1980 MGB that is
in near perfect condition. I am having a
problem with timing that I hope you can
help me with.
On a trip last week the timing went completely off... we weren’t doing anything
unusual. Just shut the car off. When we
tried to restart the car the next day, it would
start, but just barely and ran extremely
rough. I had the timing light along and
checked it. It was way off. The pulley mark
was way clockwise of the timing marks. I
adjusted the distributor back to 10 degrees
BTDC at 1500 and it ran just fine. We
drove it about 70 miles and as I was driving I noticed the idle speed was increasing
at each idle. I got home, I checked timing
again, and this time the timing mark was
way counterclockwise of the timing mark.
Do I have a distributor problem or a timing
chain problem or something else. Can
you help point me in the right direction? It
has the original engine with no modifications and the distributor clamp was tight.
Thanks, —Jeff Gross
Jeff!
It’s easier to tell you what ISN’T
the problem than to diagnose it sitting here in front of this computer
screen. It is not the timing chain; it is
not the distributor drive gear. If the
distributor is not moving then the
problem must be in the distributor itself. The only two things that come to
mind are: the plate holding the pickup is moving; or the advance mechanism is frozen. There is no substitute
to removing the distributor, placing it
in the jaws of your bench vise (carefully!) and testing the advance mechanism and fiddling with the pickup
device (whatever that may be).
Please drop me a note as I’m keen
to hear what you’ve found!

John,
I have a 1968 MGB transmission with
overdrive that is out of the car on the bench.
I’ve never driven it. The input shaft has
a fore and aft endplay of .025”, all the
movement of the front bearing race in its
cavity. The shaft has a side play of plus and
minus .040” at 7” forward of the bearing.
A .005” disseminated shim forward of the
bearing was found in several pieces in the
front cover oil passages. The oil was black.
Looking in the side cover opening shows no
signs of damage or wear on the gears. Do
I need to replace the front bearing, shim(s),
or what?
I’m having a heck of a time trying to remove
rear seal. It’s got a felt seal in a steel jacket.
Any suggestions? Thanks,—Cliff Beckman
Cliff,
It’s difficult to determine the condition of the gearbox when it’s sitting
on the bench. You can tell if it’s faulty,
but you cannot tell if it’s good. The
wearing parts are the teeth for reverse
on all three gears, and the synchronizers. You can see the teeth (with
difficulty); but you cannot see if the
synchronizers are cracked. They’re
most usually OK.
Now, about that front bearing...
I would order up some shims (from
Moss Motors), and then I would use a
prick punch and put about 100 punches into the relieved surface of the front
cover before fitting those new shims
on top. You could use some bearing Locktite, too, to hold those shims
from moving and getting eaten up. I
wouldn’t be overly concerned with
the lateral movement of the end of the
first motion shaft. That’s held in place
by the spigot bushing at the end of
the crank.
A chisel, a hammer, a piece of
hacksaw blade, and two big friends to
hold the gearbox, and maybe a long
pry bar – these all might be of assistance in removing that rear seal!
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Sell • Seek • Swap!

Ads here are FREE to NAMGBR members in good standing — please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy
with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads
only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any ad it
deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1972 MGB – Viper Red; overdrive; Restoration
completed fall 2007 with less than 500 miles
since. Winner of MGCC NW Centre 2007
“Restoration of the Year” Award; over $30k
and hundreds of hours invested. $21,500;
Ron Morgenthaler (360) 387-0290 or
bultaco123@msn.com • WA 080908

1974 MGB – Red/Tan; chrome bumper. Many
parts new including black top, exhaust,
brakes, tires, and Panasport wheels; beautiful and very dependable car. Asking $6,500;
Mark Weber (812) 934-5463 or marweber@
etczone.com • IN 080908

1977 MGB – White/Black; 39000 original

miles; electronic ignition; excellent condition; stored winters and always garaged. Asking $8,900; Will Markham (518) 356-1951 or
w.t.markham@gmail.com • NY 080908

1980 MGB Limited Edition – Black/Tan, Factory

air, roll bar, AM/FM Cassette. Both tonneau
covers, two tops, etc. 44,000 miles. Second
owner; Excellent condition, but must sell due
to storage limitations. Asking $12,000 obo,
Jeff Smith (614) 738-4644•OH 080908

For Sale-1979 MGB Limited Edition. Just over

18k miles on odometer. Overdrive and new
Ansa exhaust. New rear wheel cylinders and
shoes. All original documentation. One of
the ‘first’ of the “last” Abingdon Classics.
Always garaged when not in use. $7800
(413) 684-3934. 080908
1973 MGB Project – Body has been stripped and
painted Performance White. Engine rebuilt
by Abacus Racing with new pistons, cam,
valves, and bearings. New chrome, interior,
dash, and all parts to complete; I need garage
space! I’ve owned MGs for over 40 years so
lots of parts to choose from to complete this
car! Mark Vosler, (727) 867-6197, mvosler@
tampabay.rr.com • FL 040508

1976 MGB – Tahiti blue/Autumn Leaf, restored

to show condition. New HS4 carbs, rebuilt
engine, oil cooler, new top, badge bar, new
interior, wooden steering wheel, wood dash
overlay, LE stripes, and much more. Over $17k
invested with receipts available. $9500 obo;
Ken Humphreys, (828) 728-5287 or kenkhumphreys@charter.net. • NC 040508

WANTED

Selling or Buying an MG?

Take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.
org/classified. Lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and
parts. A great way to find or sell that hard-to-find
part or that next project.
TACH -1970 MGB. Ref NEG EARTH RVI 1433/00.
Must be in good working order. Contact Geoff
at MDGIGEOFFREY@AOL.COM 080908
MGB V8 Project – I may be interested in buying your “work in progress” MGB/GT Rover
V8 project. Maybe I can take up where you
would like to leave off! IT MUST BE A GT. Any
work so far should be at least workmanlike.
Western states preferred, but will consider
travel if the price is right. Bob Sherman, (503)
615-8713. • OR 010208

PARTS FOR SALE

Custom made flat trailer for either a T-Type or

MGB (it has also has carried a TR6!) Power
winch off the car electrics and full height
front shield to protect against stones etc.;
Single wheel, tows very well in all weathers.
Need the space in the new home so it’s priced
to sell at $2,500 or close. Geoff Wheatley
(843) 341-6155 or mdgigeoffrey@aol.com •
SC 080908
1979 MGB Parts – Flywheel, intake/exhaust
manifolds, rear shock absorbers, catalytic
converter, air cleaners, side clearance lights,
luggage rack, electronic distributors (conversions); reasonable prices. William Lane (209)
962-4355 • CA 111207
Early MGB Parts – New mainshaft (standard),
new input shaft for early 3-synchro transmission with 18GB engines. Unmarked and
blemish free. Original gas tank with hanging
straps for 1963-65 MGB, extremely clean
with no dents. Carl Wade, (951) 735-9523 •
CA 040508

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University
Motors for high quality service or repairs.
We can attend to your entire MG or just a
single component. • MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475 • Clean & polished MGB HS
carbs $575 • MGB HIF carbs are $655
We can attend to your soft top, chrome,
engine or brakes. I bought my first MG in
1968, and I’ve been working on MGs since!
John Twist (#0-101), University Motors Ltd,
6490 Fulton Street East, Ada, MI 49301 • 616
682 0800 • www.UniversityMotorsLtd.com

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in
advance to the MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2008

• Aug 30.............. Sports Classic Car Show, Lancaster, NY • www.buffalomg.com

• Aug 31.............. Kansas City British Car Show, Kansas City MO • BAYoung@dstoutput.com
• Sept 6-7............ British Car Festival, Altoona, PA • mgnut@atlanticbb.net
• Sept 7................ Chicago British Car Festival, Palos Hills, IL • www.britishcarunion.com
• Sept 8................ Show of Dreams, Wolfeboro, NH • www.bcnh.org
• Sept 12-13......... Brits in the Ozarks, Fayetteville, AR • www.britishironnwa.org
• Sept 12-13......... Brits at the Shoals, Florence, AL • www.shoalsbritishcars.org

,

• Sept 13-14......... 25th Annual Colorado English Motoring Conclave Arvada, CO
• www.thecoloradoconclave.com
• Sept 14.............. Battle of the Brits, Sterling Heights, MI • www.detroittriumph.org
• Sept 18-21......... British Invasion, Stowe, VT • www.britishinvasion.com
• Sept 19-21......... MGs, Wheels, & Warbirds, Millville, NJ • www.mgvr.org
• Sept 19-21......... Southeast British Car Fest, Dillard, GA • www.peachtreemg.com
• Sept 20............. British Car Show, St Louis, MO • (314) 995-8664 • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 26-28........ Rio Grande Valley British Rendezvous, Carlsbad, NM • www.baoa.org
• Sept 27.............. Autumn in the Mountains British Car Show, Hendersonville, NC • www.bccwnc.org
• Sept 27.............. MGs on the Rocks Car Show & Parts Market, Bel Air, MD • (410) 817-6862
• rgl2mgbgt@aol.com
• Sept 27.............. Natchez Parkway British Car Rally, Hohenwald, TN • graybrstl@aol.com
• Oct 3-5.............. British Car Show, Waynesboro, VA • www.svbcc.net
• Oct 4................. Cecil Kimber Run, Clinton, NJ • mgdriversclub@hotmail.com
• Oct 4................. Brits & Battleships, Wilmington, NC • www.bmccf.org
• Oct 4................. Autumn Leaf British Car Festival, Bethlehem, PA • www.bcclv.com
• Oct 4................. Autumn in the Mountains British Car Show, Chimney Rock State Park, NC
• www.bccwnc.org
• Oct 4 ................ British Car Show, Waynesboro, VA • www.svbcc.net
• Oct 17............... Euro Auto Festival, Greenville, SC • mgdriversclub@hotmail.com
• Oct 23-26 ......... Abingdon on Brazos, Waco, TX • wacogof2008@aol.com
• Oct 25............... All British Field Meet, Clearwater, FL • tbahc11@verizon.com
• Oct 25............... British Car Festival, Fairhope, AL • www.sabcc.org
• Oct 26............... All British & European Car Show, Glendale, AZ • raktimian@wydebeam.com
• Oct 31-Nov 1..... Southern British Car Show, Chattanooga, TN • sbcc@wildblue.net
• Nov 1................ Brit Bash at Wickham, Melbourne, FL; BritBash@comcast.net
• Nov 7-9............. MG Jamboree, St Petersburg, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Nov 23.............. MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • www.vintagemg.com

• June 24-28, 2009 — MG 2009, Breckenridge, CO • www.mg2009.com
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