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The Inside Line

ike the Jan/Feb “Tech Issue”, the
March/April MGB Driver is becoming the traditional “Driving Issue”.
If you’re like me, you love driving which
is why I like to give focus to stories that
will hopefully inspire you to get out
the maps and plan a trip with your MG.
This year we have several great stories of
MG trips. Some go without a hitch and
others had their challenges, but all were
extremely memorable and worth every
mile driven.
Speaking of driving, I’ve realized
recently that the majority of the time
when my friends and I talk about a particular event we attended, almost all the
talk is about the drive to get there and
back or any side trips we made while we
were at the show. That makes sense if
you think about it since that’s what cars
are built to do, but generally the event
you’re going to doesn’t always include
driving. That’s not to say that events
should change; it just shows how driving is the biggest element of attending
any event and we often forget that fact.
Also included are a couple of “comfort” upgrades to make your MG even
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Editor
MGB Driver
more enjoyable to drive. John Treible
gives us his perspective of installing
Moss’ new air conditioning kit (I’m so
jealous!). I do a little write-up on installing a hidden music source that can
help you keep your car looking original,
yet allow you to listen to Beethoven’s
Sixth while driving through magnificent landscapes.
From beginning to end, a MG trip
is fun. Or as my friend Mr. Man says
– “It’s not the destination, it’s the journey.” So get out there and have a blast!
Neither you nor your car is getting any
younger, so why put off a having a great
adventure? On that note, I think I’ll go
get out my gazetteer…

Robert

How We Spent Our Summer Vacation
By Di & Tom White, MG Car Club Northwest Centre

Trip to MG 2007

By Rich & Barb Berger, MG Club of St Louis

The Long Journey Home

By Rusty Blackwell, Automobile Magazine
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By Diana Rarick Birmingham British Motoring Club

Product Review - New Moss A/C

By John Treible, Emerald Necklace MG Club

Tech Talk

By John Twist, NAMGBR Technical Coordinator
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ell it is March and driving season is almost here. I trust you
have been working on your
MGs and your reservations to MG 2008
have been made.
We have another matter that is a
few months away but very important
to the continued growth of NAMGBR.
Two of the Executive Board Members
will be completing their terms and will
be stepping down from the dealership
of NAMGBR.
Richard Liddick has been the Vice
Chairman of NAMGBR for the last four
years. He has worked hard to maintain
communication with the growing
number of Chapters to the NAMGBR
family. Among his responsibility, Richard maintains the database of Chapters,
answers a number of questions posed
by the membership of NAMGBR and
serves as our representative on the MG
Council. Richard was a driving force on
the success of MG 2006 and has been a
leader in the organization of MG 2011.
Jerome Rosenberger has served
as the Secretary of NAMGBR for the
past three years and was the original
Secretary as well as a founding father of
the North American MGB Register. For
many of the membership, Jerome is the
guy that answers the phone and sends
out the emails. He also works closely
with our Treasurer, Alan Magnuson, to
synchronize NAMGBR’s ledger. Jerome
is a tireless worker who has the Register
running like a well-oiled machine.
The NAMGBR organization runs
with the help of the membership for the
benefit of the membership. The Register
is going to have some very big shoes to
fill with the loss of these enthusiastic
officers.
This is an open call to the membership of NAMGBR. We need some
members to step forward and help take
on some additional responsibility. Take
a minute and ask yourself “Can I help
the Register by standing for election?”
“Can I donate some of my time to make
this organization the best National MG
club?” The Register has been fortu-

MGB DRIVER

March/April 2008
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Wyckoff
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nate to have extraordinary leaders who
stepped forward and answered the call
and enthusiastically given their time
and talents to further the growth of this
organization. Can we count on you to
join the team?
If you are interested, you must
submit a letter of intent to the Secretary.
Tell us what you want to bring to the
Register to make us the organization of
choice among MGB, MGB/GT, Midget,
and 1100/1300 Sedan owners in North
American and the world. If you have
any questions or want to know more
about the duties of Secretary or Vice
Chairman, feel free to contact either of
these gentlemen. Their contact information is located on page three of the
MGB Driver.
Join the team!

Service Coordinator

With spring on the horizon, that
means work has started on the 2008 issue of the MAD (Mutual Aid Directory).
As you know, this booklet is mailed
to the membership of NAMGBR and
features recommended repair shops,
Chapters of NAMGBR, and a list of
members that have offered to help fellow members stranded in the area.
In an effort to make this directory
as accurate as possible, I could use your
help. If there is a repair shop in your
area that is no longer in business or
a new one that you can recommend,
please let me know so we can add or
remove it from the listing in the directory. This booklet is only as good as
the information we receive from the
membership.
I also want to thank the member

Chairman’s Chat

From the Secretary

ship for the regular feedback concerning service and repair shops located in
the area and their unselfish offer to help
fellow NAMGBR owners stranded in
their neighborhood. NAMGBR sets the
standard for members helping members
and the publication of the MAD booklet
is proof.
If you want to make a correction or
addition to the MAD before it goes to
press, contact me at mg_help@att.net or
call (616) 748-0580.

On the Covers

On the front: Jai Deagan’s blue MGB with the
beauty of Yosemite in the
background.
On the back: A filtered
sun of the MG 2007
show field.

Bruce

Vice Chairman’s Notes

B

oy, it’s good to see that spring is
coming and it will not be long
before those of us that live in the
Northeast or colder parts of the country
will be able to get our cars out with the
top down again. Except for some freaky
60-degree days in early January, there
were not too many good days for taking
the MG out; but I still managed some
time here and there.
By now, the local chapters should
have received the annual chapter reaffiliation form. If you did not get one
or have not completed and returned
yet, please do so and return it to me in
the SASE that was provided. As I have
said before, this updated information
is important to both your club and the
Register. By getting us the most current
info on your club, we can make sure
that the club’s copy of the MGB Driver
is going to the correct address and that
your club’s listing on our website is up
to date.
Take the time and visit the North
American MGB Register’s website at
www.namgbr.org and checkout your
club’s listing in the “local chapters” section. If your club’s listing is in need of
up dating please contact the web mas

ter,
Rick

Richard
Liddick
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
Brown or send the changes to me and I
will pass them on to Rick.
One final item, we have yet another
new chapter in the pending file. They
are the Knights of the Octagon Car
Club from the southwest Ohio, the
northern Kentucky, and the southeast
Indiana area. They are trying to reach
the eight members need and right now
are a few short. Thanks goes out to Fritz
Heberling for his efforts to find the
new NAMGBR members to make this
possible.
Looking forward to seeing you at
MG 2008!

E

lections are going to be here before
you know it. No I’m not talking
about the November contest between the Republicans and the Democrats. That election can’t get here soon
enough for me. I’m talking about the
election of Register officers this coming Jerome Roseberger
October.
Secretary
Two offices we be coming open at
NAMGBR
this year’s Annual General Meeting.
Richard Liddick has served two terms
as Vice Chairman and is not eligible to
I won’t kid you, it can be a lot of
serve another term, and I have decided
work some weeks, but at the same time
not to seek re-election to the office of
it can also be very rewarding personally,
Secretary. Both of these offices are key
and there can be some perks. So, if you
to the running of the Register and will
think you might be interested in runrequire a couple of dedicated individuning for Secretary and would like more
als.
details, why not get in touch with me.
As Secretary, you serve as the main
My e-mail and phone number are on
contact for most of the members. You
page 3 of this newsletter.
send out renewal reminders and every
Of course, I will be at the conweek new and renewing memberships
vention in Philadelphia this coming
have to be entered into the database.
summer, and this would be a very good
Every week membership packets and
opportunity to sit down with me at the
other mail have to go out. Of course,
Register tent and really see what the
there are daily and monthly responjob is all about (if I’m not out having a
sibilities as well, voice messages to
cheesesteak).
return, and e-mails to answer. There are
Speaking of this year’s convention,
monthly phone conferences with the
it is not too early to make your hotel resother Executive officers. And it seems
ervations. I understand the rooms are
there is always a member with a probgoing VERY fast. And why not? Even
lem that requires your assistance. But
if you do get tired of Historical Philamost of the work has been automated
delphia and the cheesesteak, there is
from the old days, so the work usually
plenty to keep you entertained nearby.
averages only 2 to 3 hours a week.
Hope to see you there.
Jerome

Safety Fast!

Richard
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The MGB Registrar

T

he Editor informs me that space is
at a premium in this issue so I’ll try
and keep it short! Hope you all had
a great holiday season and are ready for
some real MG motoring in 2008! The
break gave me the opportunity to do a
bit of clearing up of the register databases and it’s amazing what you discover
when you really get into the details. For
example – what was the most popular
color for the 1967 MGB/GT Specials?

How about this?

British Racing Green - 28%
Primrose - 20%
Old English White - 14%
Mineral Blue - 11%
Tartan Red - 9%
Grampian Gray - 9%
Sandy Beige - 6%
Black - 3%

Of course, this is only reflective
of the 100 plus “Specials” records we
have on file but it does seem that while
BRG was a popular choice, the dealers
were also moving out the less popular
colors on the showroom floor such as
Primrose and Old English White. As
I’ve mentioned in these notes before,
prior to the start of the 1967 MGB/GT
Specials promotion, dealer showroom
stock was at nine month’s supply. The
success of the venture was proved by the
fact that they sold out the Specials in 90
days!
Now, I can only record the information on your MGB that you submit to
me and that seems fairly obvious (if you
send me the details at all!). So a recent
inquiry (one of several in the same vein)
by e-mail read: “I have just bought an
MGB Limited Edition – it has a dash
plaque stating NAMGBR #1216, can you
please inform me if it is in your records
and who owned this number?” Well,
the short answer was that I couldn’t!
Either because the previous owner
never registered the L.E. or had omitted
to give me his membership number. We
have a lot of gaps in our information
on the database but we do what we can,
with the data we have. So, when submit
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Ken Smith
MGB Registrar
ting a registration form, please include
all the details on your car no matter
how trivial! Also we have not received
too many photos of members MGB’s
recently, so please send me a photo of
your pride and joy and we may get it
into the MGB Driver down the road. I
seem to get more photos from members
abroad, than I do from the USA!
I noted in the last issue of
the MGB Driver where the editor was
lamenting about “something in his
eyes” preventing him from proofing
the publication. Well, Robert take a
look at the attached photo and see your
new Registrar – “KWG” – Ken Without
Glasses! – following a successful cataract
surgery. Maybe this is the way you
should go? – but then again, you’re too
young!!
Here are our latest registrations
Thank you!

Richard Drummond
George Green
John Shepherd
James Beck
Justin Bowman
Bill Marshall
Larry Chow
Lee Orphan
Samuel Stanton
Bill Gillson
P.J Lenihan
Christine Wiebe.
George Carta.
Jim Phelps.

74 1/2 MGB/GT
77 MGB
79 MGB LE
62 MGB
72 MGB
67 MGB/GT
71 MGB
70 MGB/GT
77 MGB
72 MGB/GT
78 MGB
77 MGB
73 MGB/GT
73 MGB/GT

Finally, I would like to take a moment to record our sorrow at the passing
of one of our founder members – Pat
Amereena of Chicagoland MG Club. I’d


MGB Register
known Pat for over 28 years, ever since
he first visited us with us in England. I
was privileged to run in his brand new
Limited Edition and was also a member
of the 80-car convoy which stopped
in downtown Cleveland (in the rush
hour!) when Pat’s new white 1980 MGB

crapped out with a dodgy amplifier! A
real gentleman who hailed from Boston
(not that there’s anything wrong with
that!). Barby & I will miss him especially having spoken with him just a couple
of months before his passing.
Please drive safely!

Ken

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I have a 74 MGB, and was wondering
what the specifics are on the square British
Leyland emblems on left and right side
fenders, next to the door hinges. I noticed
in literature some years in the early 70s did
this, yet some of the same years have it, and
some don’t. Just really curious about this!
Thanks a bunch, —Chris Overstreet
Great question Chris! I’m probably not
the most authoritative person to ask. I
would recommend reading “Original
MGB” by Anders Ditlev Clausager,
since it is the most complete guide on
this kind of information. However, if
anyone out there can put together some
details that we could publish in the
Driver, I would really appreciate it!
Dear Editor,
I e-mailed you months ago about sending
some of my art work for use in the MGB
Driver and then things got crazy for awhile.
I’ve enclosed something for the holiday
which I hope isn’t too late. If so, maybe
next year…
I will follow this with more if they can be
used in the magazine. —Glen Toobert
Thanks Glen! Unfortunately this didn’t
get forwarded to me in time for the Nov/
Dec or Jan/Feb issue; but I think your
artwork is fantastic. Please – please!
– send us more!
Dear Robert,
Several months ago Sharon Brunkle, one
of our long time members, brought it to the
attention of the membership that we did
not have a recent club photo for use on our
10

Willamette MG Club

website, the Willamette MG Club of Salem,
Oregon. Sharon contacted Rick Gydesen,
the man in-charge of Riverview Park in
Independence, Oregon. Rick very graciously
allowed our club to use the park for our photographs and club picnic – without charge!
Independence is a town of 7,517 located ten
miles southwest of Salem. The park can
best be described as the town’s centerpiece.
Our event took place on Sunday, September
9, 2007. The Willamette MG Club currently has a membership of about 45 families.
Out that, 21 MGs and their owners posed
for our latest club photo at the park.
In keeping with our tradition of good food
and fun, we had a fantastic pot luck picnic
on that beautiful September afternoon (everyone believes it always rains in Oregon,
we just tell people that to keep the population down.)
Jeff Taylor, a member of the club, had a
friend of his – Dennis Wolverton – who is
a professional photography take the club’s
picture at the park. Enclosed is a copy of
that picture and I hope you can share it
with the membership.
Yours truly,
Patrick McGuire, Chancellor
Willamette MG Club
Thanks Patrick – that is a really great
picture! More clubs should do that as
well.
Robert,
Could you please pass this e-mail to Mike
Cook who authored the “Above & Beyond”
article on page 21 of the Nov-Dec issue of
MGB Driver?
For Mike... I’m very interested in the front
MGB DRIVER
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valance of the ‘Silver Lady’ and I’d like to
know it’s source or composition if it’s handmade. It shows quite clearly in both photos
that accompany the article and it’s quite
handsome, I think. Thanks in advance!
—Bob Anson, membership # O-195
Portsmouth, RI
Done – and here is Mike’s reply…
Bob,
Your e-mail has found its way to me and I
will try and help as much as I can regarding the front valence. When I was nailing
the Silver Lady together I was trying to
give her a different look especially from the
front. She started off her life with a rubber
bumper so the first thing was to change
to chrome. After that I looked at the valences available, to be honest none gave the
appearance that I wanted.
Armed with camera, tape measure and
measurements, next step was another
trip around the junkyard, I looked and
measured every valence that I could find,
nothing was what I wanted, until... upon
leaving I saw a pile of junk, on top was a valence that really caught my eye. I asked the
guy who was removing an engine from a
BMW the high tech way with a forklift and
a blowtorch. He was not sure from what
car it came but narrowed it down to either
a Toyota or a Honda – that really, really
narrowed the field!
Since then I have done a little research and
I think that it came from a 1996 Civic but
am not 100% certain. If you are looking for
that different look then all I can suggest is
a trip around the junkyard maybe you will
find another that will fit.
Sorry that I cannot be more definite but if
I can help in any other way please do not
MGB DRIVER
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hesitate to email me. —Mike Cook
Robert,
Totally great article by Tony Brown on
Rally Gear! But one correction – he has the
right car but the wrong guy on roller box
pace notes. The roller box with a long roll of
paper in it that could be cranked through to
read a long continuous set of pace notes was
developed not by Moss, but his navigator on
the 1955 Mille Miglia, English autosports
writer Denis “Jenks” Jenkinson. I heard
Moss refer to this in 2005 at the Monterrey
Historic Races. I saw him drive the same
Mercedes 300 SLR (race #722) in which
he won the ‘55 MM on the Laguna Seca
track. During the course of the day, he spoke
over the PA about how Jenks was a bit of
an eccentric. He recounted a story (I’m a
little vague on the exact story) about how
Jenks went ballistic over something about
Susie Moss, Stirling’s wife, offering to hold
onto the pace note box after the race and he
started yelling that Moss sent her to steal
it. Or something like that. I wish I could
remember exactly. Have to start Googling
and see if there’s a Moss interview that
might cover this.
Don’t know if Jenks was the first to do this
though. Wonder if it’s just a great minds
thing that at about the same time period,
Jack Kerouac came up with using rolls of
paper fed through his typewriter rather
than sheets to maintain the stream-of-consciousness flow of writing “On the Road”.
—Kim Tonry, Editor Emeritus
Good Evening Robert,
I just received the January/February issue
of the MGB Driver and wanted to express
11

Letters to the Editor
how much I enjoy it. Being a relatively new
member of NAMGBR, I have found the
publication both informative and enlightening. As a former editor of our club newsletter, “The Abingdonian”, I can appreciate
the work involved and our newsletter was a
much smaller venture.
I have one question about delivery. Has
there been any consideration of mailing the
Driver in an envelope to save it from the terror of the Post Office? My copy had several
nicks, bruises and cuts upon arrival. I realize there might be some additional costs as
I once checked into manila envelopes for my
newsletter and it was a bit much. Plastic
self sealing pouches might be more cost effective. Please understand I have no idea if
such correct size pouches are even available.
Just a thought…
Again, great publication and thank you for
your hard work. Maybe we will meet at MG
2008. I’ll be flying as Molly, see photo, is
not ready for the trip nor would I have the
time for a cross country trip. With Regards
& Safety Fast!
—Jeff Taylor, Corvallis, OR
Jeff thanks for the kind words! I would
really love to send out the Driver using envelopes; but the cost is pretty
substantial. We’re trying to keep costs
down so membership dues won’t have
to be raised and to keep us from losing
our hard-fought cushion! I would like
to remind everyone that if you receive a
severely damaged magazine in the mail,
please let the secretary know so we can
get you a replacement copy. Also make
sure you let your mail carrier know so
they can follow up on their side as well.
Robert!
I would like to clarify a statement made by
Vice Chair Richard Liddick in his January/
February 2008 column in the MGB Driver.
In his column, Richard states that “right
now, we have two chapters – the Victoria
MG Club and the Spurious V8 MG Club
that have no current NAMGBR members.”
This statement was made in regard to the
requirement that each affiliated chapter of
NAMGBR have “eight NAMGBR members”
12

to enjoy the full benefit of affiliation, such
as liability insurance for events.
While I cannot speak for other affiliated
chapters who may appear to “be on the
bubble”, the Spurious V8 and MG Club
consists of 23 members, 15 of which
(including myself) are indeed NAMGBR
members in good standing, as confirmed
by Richard during a recent exchange of correspondence. I encourage other small clubs
to review and clarify their status with the
Register.
Regards,
Rick Ingram
NAMGBR 0-134
President, Spurious V8 and MG Club New

Book Review: Ghost Tracks

NAMGBR Register

My name is James Woolf, and I’m an MG
addict. I’ve been around MGs my whole
life, and have become enamored with them
over the years. I’m seventeen years old, and
while most of my friends drive around in
Honda Civics or new SUVs, my daily driver
is a 64 MGB that I drive everywhere. In all
my years of going to car events, I’ve become
very aware of one fact: I’m often the sole
teenager there, and am usually surrounded
by men and women who are thirty, forty,
and fifty years my senior. Its disappointing to think that there are very few young
people with the same level of interest in
MGs as me, so it gives me great pleasure to
announce that NAMGBR has decided to
start up a new register which will be known
as “The Next Generation Register”. The
goal of it is to encourage more young people
to develop an interest in these cars, and
hopefully inspire more of them to work on
and drive their own MGs.
The requirements for the register are simple:
1) you must be a NAMGBR member 25
years old or younger, and 2), you must be
interested in MGs. If you fit those, and
are interested, please send me an email
to lbcnut@aol.com with your name, age,
location, and the types of MGs you own if
you have one, and I’ll put you down on the
list! I’d really appreciate it and I’m looking
forward to seeing this new register grow
with more young faces.
MGB DRIVER
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by Robert Rushing
Editor, MGB Driver

M

ost of the tracks featured in
Ghost Tracks: a Historic Look
at America’s Lost Road Racing
Tracks were peaking in their glory days
when the MGB, Midget, and 1100/1300
first came on the scene so not a lot of
these tracks saw much action by our
later model MGs. But that doesn’t matter. This book is a treasure! If you’re
like me and you like history and cars
and racing and road trips and sleuthing,
then this book is for you!
The author Pete Hylton has been
competing in the Sports Car Club of
America for over twenty-five years and
has been in various positions in that
organization during that time, culminating in him taking on the official archivist and historian duties. Having access to their archives must have helped
MGB DRIVER

March/April 2008

in his extensive research
in uncovering many long
forgotten motorsports venues
and bringing them back to
life. Most of the chapters in
the book were first published
in the SCCA’s magazine,
SportsCar; however, there
have been a number of new
pictures and details added to
the book to make it worth the
purchase even if you’ve read
his features previously.
Pete, besides being a long
time SCCA racer and current
professor of engineering at
Indiana University/Purdue
University – Indianapolis,
is at heart a true-blue MG
enthusiast. He not only has
a collection of MGs (both
a Midget and MGB/GT are
among his cars); but he and
his wife Wendy own and
operate The Old MG Bed
& Breakfast just outside of
Indianapolis, where they
showcase their cars and
racing memorabilia in an
historic 1860’s farm house (www.theoldmg.com). He showcases his MG-TC
throughout the book when he uses it to
recreate old racing photos on some the
tracks.
Ghost Tracks are covered coast-tocoast so this will make a great guide
book for clubs who like to plan interesting road trips. One that hit home
for me was the former Mid America
Raceway just outside of St Louis. Unfortunately, it is now long gone so there’s
not much left to see. That’s not the
case for most of the tracks he features
which makes it imperative that you see
them before, like Mid America, they’re
completely gone.
Ghost Tracks by Pete Hylton
Legacy Ink Publishing
ISBN 978-0-9796976-1-6
www.legacyinkpublishing.com
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How We Spent Our

Summer Vacation

By Di & Tom White
MG Car Club Northwest Centre

J

uly 13, 2007, Friday:

We left home early in the morning to meet up with the MGCCNW
& Canadian members in Tacoma,
Washington. We were headed to the
North American MGB Register national
conference in Sonoma, California. We
picked up about 8 or 10 cars and headed
south to our first night at Roseburg, Oregon. We picked up a few more car cars
as we passed through Portland.

July 14, 2007

Next morning we were off bright
and early to Eureka, Ca.

July 15, 2007

The next morning there was an
omen that the day was not going to
go well, as we headed off in the wrong
direction from the group, back into
Oregon. We realized we were headed
in the wrong when the ocean was on
the left. We drove pretty hard before
we caught up. It was about then that
the temperature of the motor started
to go up. It was about 30 miles past
Fortuna, California that a car passed us
and pointed to the steam coming from
under the car. We pulled over and five
others members of the club pulled over
with us. The car was really hot. Dan
Wood and Brenda from Bend, Oregon
and Ted & Patrice Linde jumped right in
to help. Here is where our luck changed
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to “wonderful”.
Ted & Woody and spouses decided to stay with us and get us going
again and sent the rest of the club on
to Sonoma for the show. We took the
radiator out and emptied it. Woody had
anti-freeze and two pick-up trucks of
loggers stopped and gave us water. We
tried it again, and it was still heating
up. Our new aluminum British radiator
seemed to be plugged. A local farmer,
not too far from the side road where we
were, offered to take us to his place to
flush out the radiator with a hose.
Another local stopped to help. Malcolm took Di to his house in his white
pickup to get more anti-freeze. They
got back as we reinstalled the radiator.
After that we put it back in the car and
got under way. Ted, Woody, & spouses
were still with us.
This is a wonderful example of how
sports car people take care of their own.
It is not just a club; it is a brotherhood.
We are fortunate to know and belong to
such an origination.
We were about ten miles into the
Redwood Forest and Ted flashed his
lights. We were steaming again. We
had done everything we could to fix the
problem with what we had in our cars.
We turned the car around and limped
to the “Ancient Redwood Resort” parking lot, home of the “Immortal Tree”.
We told Ted & Woody and their
loves to go on and catch up with the
club. They resisted, but there was nothing more they could do. It was up to
MGB DRIVER
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AAA and us now.
The manager, Dean Lewis, of the
resort let us use their phone, since
there was no cell phone reception, to
call AAA. He told me AAA would send
Clyde’s Towing Company. Ray was the
driver.
He made a call into Fortuna to A-1
Radiator & Specialty Service to let them
know we were coming and needed to be
on the road ASAP the next morning.

July 16, 2007

Here is where our luck got really
good. As we pulled into the A-1 parking
lot, a TR-6 pulled in behind us. Doug
Milota, local sports car club president,
jumped out and asked, “What’s wrong
with the B?” We told him we thought
the radiator was plugged and may
need a head. He got on his cell and in
a few minutes he gave me two phone
numbers that had a ’72 radiator and
a head. After Dale Waddell owner
of A-1 Radiator had tried to save our
Aluminum radiator, he proclaimed
it was 50% plugged, but the head was
OK. So I called Jim Gordon, the owner
of a ’72 radiator, and had asked if we
could buy his radiator. He did not want
to sell it but would loan it to us to get
to show and home. We had to send it
back as soon as we got a new one. More
Luck, Dale saw that I knew how to use a
wrench and let me do most of my own
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work.
Meanwhile, Di checked into the
local Best Western Motel. They sent a
car to pickup Di and our luggage. Later,
after I had removed the radiator and
Dale gave his best to save it. I called Jim
Gordon and took him up on his offer.
He said he would deliver it by 9:00am
the next morning. He lived in the next
town 30 miles away and was on his way
to Hawaii, more luck and sports car
brotherhood!
The motel sent a car for me and I
joined Di for a wonderful dinner, swim,
and rest that evening.

July 17, 2007

This was to be the day of the
NAMGBR judging and show of the
cars. Instead, we had breakfast early
and I head for the A-1 Radiator shop. I
got there about 8:00 am. At 8:30, Jim
Gordon walked in with the radiator. He
was headed to Hawaii and would send
me information on where to return his
radiator when he got back.
One of Dale’s employees told me
that Dale had spent several hours after
closing the shop on trying to fix our
aluminum radiator with no success. He
was getting big chunks of something
out of it but could not completely clean
it. He had also cleaned my engine.
What a guy!
Dale continued to let me work on
my car. He took the loaner and cleaned
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it, tested it, and painted it. As soon
as the paint was dry, I installed it and
hooked up all the hoses. We filled it
with half water and half anti-freeze.
Dale’s guys checked my work and tested
the system. We started the engine, and
it did not heat up this time. I cleaned
up the area, stored my tools with the engine still running. Everything looked
good. I asked Dale to settle my bill.
Another stroke of luck, he charged me
$40.00. Unbelievable!!!!!!!!!!
At 10 a.m., Di & I were on our way
to the show. The car never overheated
again and we made it to MG 2007 by
3:30 pm. We checked in, changed
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clothes, and when to the NAMGBR big
Italian dinner at the Old Union Hotel
in Occidental, California, an old mining town. We had a long, but beautiful tour of the Napa/Sonoma country
side. We had one more exciting
moment. We were running out of gas.
A merchant told me, that the nearest
gas station was five miles down the
road. I left Di with the group for dinner and took off for the gas. The road
turned out to be a curvy as the “Road
to Hona, Hawaii”. It was actually eight
miles and I was on fumes. Finally, I got
back to the dinner hotel. The tour was
much better than the dinner. The meat
balls would have made better tennis
balls…
At the end of the week, we made
it back to Carnation, Washington to
go to the NAMGAR show in Whistler,
Canada.
We are still overwhelmed with our
unbelievable luck, support and club
brotherhood. Even strangers stepped
up to help with anything we needed.
This is true brotherhood and USA spirit
to help all. In Spanish Fortuna means
“Good Fortune” or “Good Luck”.
Boy, does it ever!!!!!!!! They call it the
“Friendly City”. That it is!!!!!!!!
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Chapter Highlight
Gold Coast British Car Club
By Lloyd Powell and Larry Miceli, GCBSCC

T

he idea to form what is now the
Gold Coast British Sports Car Club
was born during the October 13-16
Southeastern Regional Triumph Meet
held in Sebring, Florida in 1987 known
as “VTR Sebring II.”
Thirteen “non-affiliated” Triumph
enthusiasts from South Florida herd
about Sebring II from whatever sources
and showed up as full participants.
Among these pioneers were Glen Efinger, Mike and Sandra Jackson, Joan and
Larry O’Neil, Rich Rozanski, Tim Slater, Jeff,
Clunn, Derrick
Nelson, Don
Knispel, Bill
Escobar, Charlie
and Aline Duby,
Peter Slizyk, Ray
Guillemet and Bill
Feliciano. Many
of these are still active
club members.
On the last day of Sebring II, the
well established chapters of Vintage Triumph Register convened a meeting of
the thirteen “stragglers” from Southeast
Florida to encourage us to form a club.
Certainly there was a demand – South
Florida probably had more “running”
Triumphs than the rest of the state put
together – as evidenced by the large
number who participated in the 1987
Sebring meet.
The thirteen participants from
South Florida resolved to start a club.
Newsletter #1 was published on February 1, 1988 and sent to the original
thirteen plus to those provided by VTR
for our area.
Newsletter #2 dated February 23,
1988 announced the hard work of Rich
Rozanski to organize the club’s first
meeting on March 23, 1988 at the PGA
Holiday Inn in West Palm Beach. About
30 good people attended this first club
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meeting held in the bar. It was very
noisy and hot so they adjourned to the
lobby to complete the meeting. Since
that first meeting the club has been
nothing but growth and success ever
since.
The club was named Gold Coast
Triumph Club at that first meeting and
very soon thirty TR enthusiasts sent in
their $20 dues and the club began to
function with picnics, car driving outings, and gatherings at Moroso Vintage
Racing events.
Within the first few months official application was made to Vintage
Triumph Register for “Chapter” designation. To gain this recognition
so early, the club had to
demonstrate that
we were a viable
and growing
organization
and that 50% of our
membership were
members of VTR in
good standing.
The GCTC was
certified as an Officially
Chartered VTR Chapter on July
1, 1989. This action by the national
organization recognized our strength
and growth and allowed our club to
bypass the “Zone” designation (the
normal probationary phase of VTR club
development). Thus we became a full
fledged Chapter in less than two years
after forming the club.
Membership continued to grow as
word spread about the club. By the next
Regional Meet in Sebring in 1990, we
had nearly 60 paid members. It was an
unique group in that it was so geographically spread out with support and
members from Key West to Ft. Myers
and as far north Lake City. This strained
our imagination to come up with
meeting places and ideas to interest
everyone. Somehow members from the
farthest of our coverage attended every
event and always had a good time by all.
In a very short time period, GCTC
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had a mailing list of over 100 Triumph
owners and by the end of the second
year had over 50 paid up members. The
club had always welcomed membership of “non-Triumph” owners who
have the same love and appreciation of
the marque. Around 1996 we officially
changed the name of the club to the
Gold Coast British Sports Car Club
(GCBSCC). We still have maintained
the VTR Chapter status.
The club now has active and valued
members with all Marques of British
cars including all MG designations,
Austin-Healeys, Jenson-Healeys, Rovers,
Daimlers, Lotus, and Jaguars just to
name a few.
We also have members that do not,
at least at present, own a British car and
we have members with Brit cars always
willing and able to help in locating just
the right car to fulfill their dreams and
desires.
We are one of the six NAMGBR
Chapters in the State of Florida having
received our Chapter Designation in
2005 after a membership drive of MGB
owners in the club. We especially sup-

port the other Florida State Chapters in
their endeavors.
Today, in 2007, the club has 200
paid up members plus their families
which is an increase when compared to
our 120 paid up members in 1997. The
GCBSCC participates actively in a wide
variety of events, both state and nationally, to promote the preservation of all
British Marques.
Every club outing is well attended
by our members, whether it is a picnic,
car show, or monthly meetings. Participation in area car shows is encouraged
and our members have returned with
many trophies.
We recently held our 20th anniversary meeting at the Packard Museum in
Ft Lauderdale. The museum houses 75
vintage Packard vehicles and lots of old
Packard parts and memorabilia.
Our 15th Annual All Brit Classic
Car Show will be held on Sunday, February 17th at the Palm Coast Plaza in Boca
Raton where a field of 225+ Brit cars will
be on display.
Remember, it is ABOUT the people,
NOT the cars.

Trip to MG 2007

Rich & Barb, part of their trip to MG 2007. They are on way through Canada.
By Rich & Barb Berger
MG Club of St Louis

(This is the same MGB LE that was featured in the July/August 2007 issue photo
essay on “Saving a B”, just a couple of
months before starting out on this trip, the
car was literally in cut in half – Ed.)

V

ery frequently I run across articles
or e-mails basically stating that
one can’t really travel in a MGB
due to lack of reliability, shortage of
space, or overall discomfort. Barbara
and I are here to tell one and all that it
“Just Is Not True”. Our travels took us
round trip from St Louis, Missouri to
Sonoma, California for the NAMGBR
convention and then onward to Whistler, British Columbia for the NAMGAR
convention. Twenty-two days and 7054
miles later, we and our MGB LE were
back home and still speaking to one
another by the way! Following is a brief
account of how we managed and what
great sites we viewed along the way.

Getting Started

Planning for this trip really began
at the 2005 NAMGAR meet that was
held in Mackinaw City, Michigan.
While attending that meet with our 57
18
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MGA, we viewed a presentation from
the British Columbia MG Club promoting their upcoming meet to be held in
Whistler. One look at the slide show
presentation and Barbara was hooked.
All she knew was that she was bound
and determined to attend that show.
Later we found out that the NAMGBR
meet for 2007 was going to be held near
Napa Valley just north of San Francisco
just a week and a half prior to the MGA
show. Immediately Barbara stated
that we should attend both shows. She
wasn’t taking no for an answer.
Well during this time, I had been
working on the creation of a modified
1970 MGB/GT. We thought that this
car, with A/C, a V6 engine, etc, would
make the perfect traveling companion
for such a long trip through mountains, deserts, and July heat. However
by March of 2007, it was apparent that
I just wasn’t getting it finished fast
enough. There would be no A/C for us
on this trip. Now the decision needed
to be made as to whether the 1957 MGA
or the 1980 MGB LE should make the
trip. No matter which car was chosen
we were going to be out of place at one
show or the other. Barbara was in favor
19
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Nebraska –

of the MGA while I thought the MGB
would prove to be more comfortable
for such a journey. After debating
the pros and cons, the MGB won
due to the availability of the zip-out
rear window. We have found from
previous hot weather trips that the
zip-out rear window provides quite a
“comfort” benefit. Now that we knew
which car was going, it was time to
begin preparations for the trip.
I tend to spend a fair amount of
time preparing my car for any long
trip. Basically, if you are starting out
with a car in generally good condition, you should make sure that the
fluids are changed and/or topped up, Driving through Chandelier Tree
check and adjust the brakes, adjust
a fair amount of trunk space. One trick
valves and carbs if needed, see that
that I use to save some room is changing
all electrical devices are working, and
finally check the cooling system for any my full size spare tire out for a space savproblems. I also pay special attention to er model I purchased from a junk yard.
I think mine came from an old Toyota
my stock of spares and tools that I will
but can’t be really sure. Using the space
be carrying in the car. Many articles
saver spare, turned over so additional
are written on what spares to include
stuff can be stored inside the wheel,
for a long trip. My theory is that if the
makes a big difference in MGB trunk
part is necessary for the car to continue
capacity. Additionally you have to learn
running and that the part can possibly
to pack lightly. Barbara is always asked
be changed on the side of the road, I
how she manages with such restricted
will include it in my inventory. For
trunk room. Her answer is always,
example, using these criteria, I take
“When stuck on the road in the middle
a spare alternator; but I do not take a
of nowhere what would you rather have,
spare starter.
clean underwear or the necessary part
All these parts and tools do take up
to get you back on the road?”

Planning the Route

Barb at the Continental Devide
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We have found that spending the
time up front to plan the route always
pays off in the end. I am the first to
acknowledge that Barbara is the official
Navigator and Route Planner. We prefer
to travel on secondary roads whenever
possible. Our experience taught us that
detailed review of the AAA road maps
and travel guides allows us to plan an
interesting route with the opportunity
to stop and check out any local sites that
we feel are interesting.
We usually don’t try to make
advance hotel reservations for our stops
on the road since we never quite know
how far we are going to travel on any
MGB DRIVER
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• High point: Rich ate a Runza
(meat pie that reminded him of his
childhood) and we stayed at the Plunk
& Bunk Motel (love the name!)
• Low point: There's just not much
to see in Nebraska, no matter which way
you go

Colorado –

• High point: We got to stay with
and visit our son and daughter-in-law
• Low point: Ate a picnic lunch,
which would have been fine except for
the terrible flies

Utah –

National Auto Museum

particular day. I admit this is a debatable practice since we have had occasional difficulty in finding a room at
a convenient time and location. Why
these hotels located in the middle of
nowhere are sold out on a weeknight
never fails to amaze us. We have had
great luck staying at locally owned motels along the way. Only once in all of
our travels did we end up in a really bad
room. One way we tend to minimize
this problem is to wait till we are close
enough to be fairly sure that we want to
stay in a particular town and then use
the AAA guide to call ahead for a room.
If the contacted hotel has plenty of
rooms we usually wait until we get there
to check out the premises in person. If
they seem to be filling rapidly we will
take a chance and book a room site
unseen.
Barbara is very good at coming up
with various possibilities for sightseeing
along the way. She notes them in her
route directions and we then decide if
we want to pursue them. When we get
to them we take into account how far
out of our way we will have to go and
how long it may take. That, in addition
to the occasional unpaved road, helps
make up our mind to see if we are going
to stop.

Trip Summary

We’ll skip Missouri since that’s our
home state.
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• High point: Drove on the Nebo
Scenic Loop, just south of Salt Lake City,
really lived up to it's name!
• Low point: Broke down in Salt
Lake City, but after only a 3 ½ hour delay and $80 poorer, we were on our way

Nevada –

• High point: Ely, a small gambling
city, where we stayed at a historic (but
nice) hotel with gambling casino
• Low point: US 50 (billed as the
Loneliest Road in America) – did not
live up to it's name, it is kind of empty,
but we've seen way emptier

California –

• High point: Way too many to
mention – but I would have to say the
drive up the coast on Hwy 1 – beautiful
weather and even better scenery (after
MGB car show in Sonoma)
• Low point: Saw a dead bear by the
side of the road (killed by a car?)

Oregon –

• High point: Toured the Tillamook
Cheese Factory
•
Low point: Rain, rain, rain
(couldn't see much of the coast and
ocean because of the clouds, rain and
fog, etc.)

Washington –

•
High point: Rode a car ferry
across from Port Townsend to Whidbey
Island
• Low point: Spent 2 ½ hours
inching in line to cross the border into
Canada

British Columbia –

• High point: Again, way too many
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to mention – but probably the
road from Whistler (site of the
MGA show) north 2 hours for a
scenic (was it ever) drive
• Low point: All of the
construction on the road from
Vancouver to Whistler, preparation for the 2010 Olympics

MGB Designer Don Hayter

Alberta –

• High point: First half of the
province is very mountainous
– beautiful
Lighthouse on the west coaxt.a
• Low point: Second half of
the same province is very flat, hot
Minnesota/Wisconsin –
and not too interesting
• High point: Beautiful drive along
Saskatchewan –
the Mississippi River at dusk
• High point: Ate breakfast in
• Low point: Hot!
Moose Jaw (it even sounds interesting)
Iowa –
• Low point: Mostly flat, hot and
• Not too much to say, by this time,
again, not too much to see. We're getwe were getting anxious to get home
ting pretty good at converting kilomeand pretty much just drove!
ters to miles!
Post Trip Thoughts
Manitoba –
We were able to have a great time,
•
High point: Ate dinner and saw travel a long distance, see many new
a little of Winnipeg
sights, make a lot of new friends, travel
•
Low point: (Our) Motto of the
as much as 640 miles in a day, and
province – a whole lot of nothing! Winaverage over 25 miles to the gallon in
nipeg is pretty much all that's there.
the MGB. Although we did have a few
Ontario –
mechanical hiccups along the way
•
High point: Pretty drive to the
there was nothing that kept us from
border (and a much easier time getting
enjoying our trip. Who says that MG’s
back into the US)
are not a reliable method of transporta• Low point: The hotel we stayed
tion! Get your cars out of the garage and
at had warnings posted all over about
on the road where they belong. There
bears in the parking lot (luckily we
are many beautiful things to see and the
didn't see any)
MG is a great way of seeing them.
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Don Hayter, left and Ken Smith, listen in at a tech session in Gatlinburg, TN, MG 2006.
By Robert Rushing
Editor MGB Driver

E

d: There have been three major nonAbingdon revisions of the MGB - the
Coune GT, the Aston-Martin redesign,
and the MG RV8. What do you like/dislike
about them and would you have incorporated any of the design features on the B or
BGT if you could do it over again?
DH: Soon after its launch we were
made aware of the Jacques Coune
Coupe and had a look at it. Being in
fibreglass, its construction strength was
queried. However, MG had no budget
in place for a GT version of the MGB,
although we had a design ready, so we
did want to make our own version. This
design went to Farina and was the basis
of the GT, altered in style by him, after
discussion with John Thornley and Syd
Enever, and produced in 1965.
The Aston-Martin bumper/radiator
redesign by, I believe, Towsend, at the
proposed take over, obviously tried to
use a minimum of alteration and cost
route. In my opinion the proportions
were wrong and would have needed a
much larger change.
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The RV8 exercise was fine but very
constrained by having to use as much of
the B panels and structure which were
still available off original stored tools.
They did obtain a supply of updated
and fuel injected V8 engines which had
not been available to MG. We would
have liked to build improved versions of
the MGB Tourer similar to the one I still
have. This also answers your next question as it is also my favourite version; it
certainly has to be a lid-off Tourer.
Ed: Also, how about a few answers
to these questions: What is your favorite
model of the MGB? What is your favorite
color it was painted? What non-standard
color have you seen on a B that you liked?
DH: Favourite colour – Brooklands
Green, although the very early Iris Blue
is great.
Non Standard colour – difficult, but
I would have liked to try again with a
two-colour scheme. This was the initial
reason at the time (1960-61) for the sidemoulding complete line and I have seen
just one or two like that. Possibly Wine
Red and a lighter red as on old RollsRoyces. Hope this makes you think!
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T

ime is flying by. It seems like just
bus to tour the grounds where our first
yesterday we were in Gatlinburg,
President stayed for the winter with his
Tennessee and talking excitedly
troops. Maybe a short shuttle to King
about the possibility of hosting MG
of Prussia Mall is your pleasure. Just set
2008. Well, we are four months away
it up with the hotel for the shuttle or
and things are coming together nicely.
drive the one mile yourself. Maybe you
Our host hotel, the Sheraton at Park
want to see several covered bridges and
Ridge, is fully booked and we are using
visit the Chester County countryside.
the beautiful Crowne Plaza as our backWatch out for the foxes and hounds
up hotel which is just across the street
roaming about. Drive a little further
from the second biggest shopping mall
and you are in Amish country. Beware
in the US. It is
of slow moving
just a short mile
buggies as you
from the host
drive. Make
MG 2008
hotel.
your way to the
When
car and train
people arrive on
museums in
June 25th, you
the Amish area,
should register
and then drive
at the Sheraton
to the largest
in the upper
smorgasbord in
lobby from
the state called
4-8pm (8am“The Shady
8pm Thursday
Maple” for
& Friday). Pick
lunch in East
up your packets
Earl or stop
at the desk in
at the “Sonic
the lobby next
Drive In” in
to the two MGs
Morgantown.
parked inside.
Either place
Shop for regalia
will satisfy
in the nearby
your appetite.
regalia room
Tired of
and then go to
driving but
the pool area at
you want some
7pm for a recepinformation
tion and snacks
about your car,
on us.
we have just
On Thursthe thing for
day, breakfast on
you. Attend
your own then
the many tech
decide on the
sessions lined
Valley Forge, Pa
many activities
up like: Classic
of the day. If you
car insurance,
signed up for
converting
the bus tour to Philly, grab your camera
your rubber bumper car to chrome and
and be in the upper lobby ready to leave
how to lower your front end, detailing
at 8:50am Otherwise pick up one of the
your car for the big show, how to do
many driving tour directions and caraa dog leg or sill replacement, get John
van your way through history. Valley
Twist to diagnose your sputter, rumble
Forge is just five minutes away. You can
or rattle; see how to install air condidriver yourself or use the Park Service
tioning or convert your four banger to
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a six cylinder. How about Horticulture
and a short country ride? Join the group
going to Longwood Gardens. They will
drive through Valley Forge Park and a
few covered bridges on the way and stop
at a local lunch
establishment, not a
national chain
restaurant, on
the way back.
Maybe you
would like to
tour the QVC
studios or just
go shopping in
their building.
At 6:30pm
take a short
45-minute ride
into the countryside on your
way to a great
spot called
the Mermaid
Lake Barn for
a BBQ. This is
not just any
BBQ; there
will be a three
man Irish
Celtic Band to
entertain you.
Also, miniature golf or
horse shoes, if
you are competitive.
Wake up
Friday to your
own breakfast
desires and again enjoy a repeat of all
that was previously described minus the
Bus tour to Philly. Maybe you want to
go back on your own and visit more in
Philly. There is certainly enough to do
for a week. Don’t forget Bucks County
is also nearby with Peddlers Village and
many covered bridges. The Delaware
River, with the USS New Jersey, is also a
great place to visit. John Twist will run
his famous rolling tech session in the

Sheraton Parking Lot between 4 pm and
6 pm, and then starts the street party.
A DJ will be playing British rock music,
there will be a cash bar available, and
at dusk we will show a movie up on the
22’ inflatable screen with the ability to
receive the
sound on
your FM
radio.
Saturday
morning
means last
minute wash
and detail
before the
40-minute
drive to the
beautiful
Green Lane
Park show
field. Those
that like to
camp, may
find that
Green Lane
Park is the
best place
to do that.
You will be
in a beautiful setting
with access
to some great
MG roads.
All British
cars are welcome to the
show with
a concours
and popular
vote format
available for
whichever suits your MG. At 3 pm head
back to the Host Hotel via Washington’s
route to sip cocktails and participate in
a silent auction from 6 pm – 7 pm. The
awards banquet will start at 7 pm and
all the awards will be given at the end of
a sumptuous meal. Then the MG 2009
Breckenridge group will fill us in on
the next show. See you in Valley Forge
from June 25th to the 29th!

Rendezvousing with BBMG
Tallahassee, Florida

MG 2008

Valley Forge, Pa
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By Joseph Kaiser, Big Bend MGs

T

here was never any doubt that
Rendezvous 2007 would be a big
success and a lot of fun to boot.
The event went off without a hitch and
everyone had a great time showing and
talking cars, learning new technical
information, visiting old friends, making new friends, eating, drinking, and
laughing as the whole weekend flew by.
The special participation of the
seven Mini Mokes and a Mini Traveler,
Andrew Lowther and his 1942 WWII
Morris Light Reconnaissance Car Mk II
(one of five known to exist) loaded with
weapons and regalia – Andrew emailed

The Rendevous gathers and relaxes at the end
of the day
MGB DRIVER
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for Rendezvous registration while
serving in Afghanistan – and lest
we forget the restored German VW
Air Field Ramp Vehicle that lurked
in the background made the event
even more memorable. The field
was crowded with a multitude of
vintage British vehicles.
The Friday evening BBQ was
delightful and Saturday BBQ leftovers were copious. Hospitality was
open late and early, opening with
snacks, beverage, and raffle items
to tempt everyone. Contributors
were acknowledged at every function verbally and with large donor
boards prominently displayed.
Bradley’s Country Store was arrived
at after a beautiful scenic drive
welcomed the happy travelers and provided the hungry drivers with Bradley’s
award winning homemade sausage in
sandwich form.
BBMGs again came through
showing everyone from as far away as
Houston, Texas how much we enjoy
our cars by driving and showing them
with pride. The guests were shown the
beauty of Tallahassee and the Florida
Panhandle and the weather cooperated perfectly with cool mornings and
evenings with bearable midday temperatures.
Glenn Lenhard of Glenn’s MG Repair, St. Petersburg, Florida helped some
cars during tech session whose owners
did not know they had a problem, while
others needed help at a shop or by the
MG Rescue Squad! Though unneeded
by the arriving participants the MG Rescue Squad was called upon to perform
in rescuing one participant whose vehicle stopped on the scenic drive, which
resulted in him receiving the Hard Luck
Award at the banquet.
Before Rendezvous ended there
were numerous comments by participants about a Rendezvous 2009 so
people can get together and enjoy these
cars again in the hospitality of Tallahassee.
We hope to see you then …
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Paraday Has Arrived!

The Long Journey Home

It may not be all MG, but 2 out of 3 ain’t bad. And yes it is patriotic isn’t it.

I

have been a member of NAMGBR
for a long time and have been
meaning to submit the attached
picture for your use on the web site
or in the magazine.The picture is
of my 1967 MGB that I restored
about 10 years ago and use as a daily
driver. The second car is a 1959 MGA
that I rescued from a neighbor’s
garage and did a “frame up restoration” about 7 years ago. And,the
third car is my wife’s 1994 Mitsubishi 3000GT SL that she drives daily.
I thought the picture made a nice
patriotic statement.
Regards, —John E. Parady

This GT needs some prep work for the “Long Journey Home”.
By Rusty Blackwell
Automobile Magazine

(Ed. Note – Rusty is a copy editor for
Automobile Magazine where part of this
story appeared. Rusty noted NAMGBR in a
side bar as well as our Technical Coordinator John Twist. Welcome to the Register,
Rusty!)

I

n the January issue of Automobile
Magazine, I summarized the weeklong journey home in my newly purchased, California-clean 1967 MGB/GT
Special. Now, I’m pleased to tell my tale
in MG Driver. I found my unmolested
MG on Craigslist, emailing owner
Thom Fox within hours of the ad’s
posting and quickly recruiting two colleagues to view the car. After Fox – who
still owns a ’67 MGB roadster – accepted
my offer, I flew to San Francisco to take
possession and drive the car 90 miles to
a friend’s house.

Day 1
Davis, CA to Soda Springs, California

On October 4, three weeks later,
I arrive in balmy Davis, California, to
collect the MG with my co-driver, Mike
28
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McPike. Our luggage – which includes
a brand-new Michelin spare, tools, and
some strategic parts from the Little
British Car Co. – completely fills the
GT’s cargo area and back seat. Before
departing, we install halogen head- and
taillamps and hook up a CB radio; the
CB will be our only in-car entertainment, since the GT’s original radio is
long gone. That’s OK, though, because
McPike and I grew up playing video
games together, and we’re thrilled at
the idea of a basic, 1960s-style road trip
without modern accessories.
Our first waypoint is Sports Cars
Limited in Sacramento, where Mike
Singleton changes the fluids, rotates
the tires, and completes a basic checkover, which turns out to be quite good.
Singleton (who commutes in a Mk II
roadster) also finds a leaky rear-axle
seal, so he replaces both greasy rear
brake shoes and sends us on our way.
Not long after leaving Singleton’s
shop around 7pm, we spot an active
warning sign on I-80: “Snowing over
Donner Pass. Carry Chains.” What?!
Soon, less than 75 miles into our 230029

Long Journey Home

arc the pump’s points. Our day
ends in Sidney with the car running worse than ever and our
back-home ETA having passed,
barely halfway there.

Day 5
Sidney, Nebraska
to Underwood, Iowa

Day 2, wet snow, 7 inches of it.

mile trek, we’re caught in an unseasonable blizzard. Temperatures are near
freezing, snow and slush make the lanes
barely visible, and I feel more stressed
than the San Andreas Fault. After an
eternity, we locate a lodge with rooms
available and beer on tap.

Day 2
Soda Springs
California to Carlin, Nevada

In the morning, my MG is covered
in seven inches of wet snow. Once the
road to the interstate is finally clear,
we drive through continued crappy
conditions. In Nevada, an angel at Reno
Tire replaces the ancient Pirelli bias-ply
spare with our new tire. Later, I nearly
soil myself when the B/GT’s poorly fitting hood pops open after we traverse a
bump. (After inspecting the well-engineered safety catch, we treat the numerous reoccurrences as routine nuisances.)
We reach Carlin before conditions
become too dark and too cold to justify
pressing further toward the hotel-less
Salt Flats.

Day 3
Carlin, Nevada to Rawlins, Wyoming

At breakfast, we fearfully overhear
some truckers sharing roadkill horror
stories of the American West. Nonetheless, we make decent time through the
rest of Nevada and Utah, the non-overdrive MG’s four-banger propelling us
up to 80 mph when we aren’t traveling
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A moisture weary engine, finicky wipers, and
a narcoleptic fuel pump makes travel through a
blizzard hazardous to your health.

through scattered snow flurries.
We’ve hustled into Wyoming
when the car suddenly starts bogging
and not responding to prods of the gas
pedal. Within seconds, as we pull onto
the shoulder of I-80, the engine stalls.
Eventually, we diagnose a mischievous
fuel pump, and a tap with a screwdriver
handle temporarily reawakens it. Meanwhile, the same snowstorm has caught
us and daylight has turned to night.
Cue another harrowing drive through
a dark blizzard, but this time the fuel
pump is on the blink and the hood isn’t
latching reliably, plus the windows keep
fogging and the wipers have tangled.
The fuel pump fails three more times
before we reach a hotel in Rawlins,
twenty agonizing miles later.

Day 4
Rawlins, Wyoming
to Sidney, Nebraska

Rather than mess with the finicky
fuel system’s (moisture weary?) points
in a hotel parking lot on a windy,
frigid Sunday morning, we cautiously
continue east on I-80. The fuel pump
continues its anemic behavior, but at
one point, we enjoy 150-plus miles of
trouble-free cruising. But then the problem reappears, this time with devastating frequency. Contact cleaner and a
replacement female lead seem to only
MGB DRIVER
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First thing Monday, we
call University Motors’ John
Twist. He reveals the required
fuel-flow rate and tells us that
the new pump can be installed Descretion is the better part of valor. Safe with a friend’s help.
under the hood so that it pulls
Not so fast. As soon as we’re back on
fuel through the original unit, miniI-80,
I smell something peculiar. At the
mizing the need for working under the
next exit, we discover smoke wisping
car. That’s great news, because we’ll be
from the right-front wheel. The owner
working in a gravel NAPA parking lot.
of Noel’s Automotive finds the rightNot wanting to waste time properly
front rotor seriously warped and the
wiring the new pump to the ignition,
caliper’s piston hanging up. He turns
we connect it to the battery and mount
the rotor within a millimeter of its life
a toggle switch under the dash.
By 1pm, we’re eastbound and down and frees up the sticky piston.
After the fix, the brakes initially
on I-80. The sun is shining, the winfeel OK, so we get back on the interstate.
dows are open, the heater is off, and our
We don’t make it far, though, because
speeds are fast. This is what we’d foolit soon becomes achingly obvious that
ishly expected for the entire trip. Once
there’s air in the brake lines. The MG
valuable daylight goes away, we dine in
clearly isn’t safe to drive any farther.
Lincoln, and – for the first time – conWe’re smarter than we are proud, so we
tinue driving after dinner. As we cross
throw in the towel before something
into Iowa, I’m pleased that the humans
really serious happens. I phone a family
shall decide when to stop driving today,
friend in Michigan, and he agrees to
rather than having our arrangements
rescue us.
dictated by Mother Nature or Father
Day 7
MG ...
West
Liberty,
Iowa
KA-WHAM! The left-rear tire
to Chelsea, Michigan /Aftermath
goes flat, and I dart onto an exit ramp,
John Bishop arrives around 1pm
stopping before any wheel damage can
with his Ford Explorer and trailer. B/GT
occur. Our emergency triangles appear;
in tow, we cross the Mississippi River,
we install the spare, and then check in
skirt around Chicago, and by 11pm, the
to a dodgy nearby motel.
car is parked safely at Bishop’s house in
Day 6
Chelsea.
Underwood, Iowa
I’ll always cherish the memories of
to West Liberty, Iowa
my
MG’s
eventful shakedown trip. And
At the crack of dawn, we take our
although any future cross-country treks
flat to a local shop, but they refuse to
touch the “fragile” wire wheels. Luckily, in the coupe will not include snow or
thousand-mile chunks of interstate, I’ll
fate doesn’t punish us for proceeding
across Iowa with no functional spare. In definitely be enjoying my B/GT whenever possible.
Iowa City, Bud’s Tire replaces the tube
For the extended story, go to www.
in our flat, so we seem set for a 450-mile
automobilemag.com/featrues/0712_1967_
blast to the finish, odd-hour-of-themgb_gt_special_road_trip
morning-arrival be damned.
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For a Different Experience Clay Bar Your Car
squirt the lubricant (instant shine) on
the clay, then spray it on the car. Next,
rub in circular motion. Don’t press

By Dave Handley
Emerald Necklace MG Club

Y

ou think it’s time to wax your car
and get it spruced up. So, you drag
out the hose, add your favorite
car wash concentrate to a bucket, and
fill it up. Then, you thoroughly wash
your car and dry it off. Now, your car is
all clean and ready to be waxed, right?
WRONG!! If you have never clayed your
car, you are missing something.
My first introduction to using
a clay bar came after hours of elbow
grease using rubbing compound trying
to remove some overspray from the inside of the finders in the engine bay of
my wife Pamela’s LE, swearing now and
then to accommodate the effort, and
complaining about it to anyone who
would listen (even if they didn’t want
to). Someone asked me if I had tried a
clay bar. My response was, “Huh?”
I was really skeptical at first. I wondered how clay could remove overspray
that an abrasive rubbing compound
had difficulty with. Finally, I ended up
getting a clay bar kit, which consists
of a clay bar and a small pump spray
container of a quick shine liquid that
is used as a lubricant. I went to work
on the inner finders and was amazed!
Literally within minutes the overspray
was gone, the surface was smooth and
as shiny as the outside. I threw away
the can of rubbing compound.
Over time, I have tried clay bars
from various suppliers. Not all clay
bars are created equal! Some are much
better than others. I sort of came to
this conclusion somewhat intuitively
over the past couple of years by using various ones. This year I actually
obtained clay bars from four different
sources at one time and did my own
testing. From AutoZone, I purchased
Mothers and Meguiar’s clay bar kits. I
then ordered clay from Pinnacle (www.
pinaclewax.com), and finally clay from
Griot’s Garage (www.griotsgarage.com)
pronounced Gree-Oh’s.
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Years ago I used to believe
Meguiar’s had the best wax available.
While their machine buffing compounds are quite good, I gave up on
their wax once I gave Zymol a try. You
couldn’t pay me to go back to Meguiar’s
after using Zymol. Choices in waxes are
a very subjective, individual preference,
and everyone has their own ideas. But,
enough about waxes for now and back
to clay! The clay bar from Meguiar’s has
a light gray color, is rather dense, and is
grainy compared to the others. Based
upon my experience, my recommendation is – don’t waste your money. I
would rate it at the bottom of all I used.
In fact, I still have some in the original
wrapping that I will be glad to give you
if you want it. I’ll never use it again.
Moving up in order of preference,
I would rate the Pinnacle clay (blue in
color) and Mothers (yellow in color)
pretty much even. Both are good,
and give great results. At the top, my
personal favorite is Griot’s. I just like
the texture, flexibility, and it seems to
drag less.
What happens when you clay your
car and what can you expect? To use
a clay bar, you shape if into a pad and
MGB DRIVER
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too hard and don’t let the surface dry
out. Work in small areas. I always do a
small area, dry it, and check it by lightly
rubbing my fingers across the surface.
If you have never clayed your car you
will find you can tell exactly where
you’ve worked and where you haven’t
by simply feeling it. There really is that
much difference in smoothness – even
on a car you think is clean.
Pamela and I attended an event a
couple of years ago and I made the mistake of parking under a big tree at the
edge of the hotel parking lot. I have no
idea what kind of tree it was, other than
it was really nasty! The car looked like
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it had been in a light rain, but instead of
water it was some kind of sap that had
dripped from the tree. I washed the car,
but the soap would
not cut it at all. I
then tried bug and tar
remover – no effect at
all. At this point I was
beginning to worry a
little on how to get it
off. I then headed to
the nearest auto parts
store and got a Mothers clay bar. Twenty
minutes later the car
was completely clean
without a trace of tree
sap. Since then I carry
a packet of clay in the
car with the clean up
supplies. It also works
well on taking off difficult bug splatters.
In summary, my recommendation
is to buy Mothers if you want to get it
locally from your favorite auto parts
store. If you have never heard of Griot’s
Garage, I would recommend logging
into to their website and ordering a
catalog. They are not an inexpensive
source; but if you like products that are
really top quality items, you won’t be
disappointed. They carry an extensive
line of detailing products as well as a
wide range of other stuff that can be
useful in your garage.
Once you use clay to clean your
MG’s paint finish, see and feel the
difference it
makes, and realize how easy
it is to use, you
will probably
expand the use
as I have done.
It works equally
well for your
everyday car
when you clean
it up and want
to apply a fresh
wax/sealer so
it looks really
nice.
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Grease Girl
Getting Rid of Those Unsightly Dents on My Rear End!

The extent of the damage to Li’l Red . . . ugly.

By Diana Rarick
Birmingham British Motoring Club

I

understand that there is a pool going
on right now in my local club – one
that predicts just how long it will
take before Li’l Red (my ’69 MGB) is the
victim of another heat-seeking, LBCtargeting, appliance of a vehicle. Nine
days – that’s how long I had owned her
before the first perfect specimen of a
Southern stereotype ran into me. And
when I say perfect, I mean right down
to the chain smoking, tooth rotting, ‘g’
dropping visage that one would expect
after watching the movie “Sling Blade”
– or for you old timers – “Deliverance”.
Yes folks, it took every ounce of my being, a deathly grip on the steering wheel
and an even tighter seat belt to keep me
in my seat that day when this lady (and
I use that term loosely) climbed forth
from the wreckage of her Volvo (okay, so
that part’s not so typical but it was old
and run down) and presented herself
34

at my window to ask if I were okay.
Breathe Diana….remember to breathe…
On the upside, I learned just how
tough those little British buggers are! If
there was ever any doubt in my mind
as to whether purchasing a 40 year old
sports car was a good idea, being spun
180-degrees and ending up with little
more than a dented fender, busted

Diana getting into the rear axel.
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spoke wheel, and bent axle pretty
much removed it! The sad part about
the experience was finding out we were
only given liability insurance when we
added Li’l Red to our existing policy
(not really knowing about classic car
insurance companies like Grundy or
Hagerty). I belatedly ascertained that
regardless how obvious it was to the
rest of the world that she was at fault (I
was at a stop sign and she skidded all
the way off of the highway to T-Bone
my rear quarter panel), without full
coverage of my own or a witness statement, her insurance company could
essentially tell me to kiss their rear
quarter panel. <Sigh> Live and learn as
my dear Mother would have said. Oh
yeah, and most Attorneys could care
less how much of a personal tragedy it
is to you to have your first born stuck
in the garage, up on jack stands. That is

Gathering usalble parts for a good cleaning.
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Taking apart the rear axel and fender.

unless you suffered more than a set of
bruised ribs. Silly me for not making
sure I lost a limb. Bloody ambulance
chasers!!
After a couple of months of restorative mechanical work and a couple
more months of driving around with
a slathering of bondo and primer to
keep the elements at bay, my dear sweet
hubby took pity on me and decided
to sell his own project car – a 1977

Diana making a good effort cleaning.
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Grease Girl
Datsun 280Z – to pay for my repairs.
Now that’s true love! Of course he did
have the ulterior motive of garnering
enough dough from the sale to buy his
own hunk of British junk (a ’64 TR4) but
sadly this was not to be. Instead we got
just enough to cover the cost of my repairs. Although somehow he has manGetting it together takes fortitude and the morale
aged to put a down payment on the TR4
support of a good friend.
anyway, but I’m not going to ask where
he got the funds from (there’s just some
company came back and tried to say
things a wife doesn’t need to know…)
the accident never happened and in the
Oh, but I forgot to mention the
same breath that it was entirely my fault
second slamming of Li’l Red’s rear end!
for rolling back into her (excuse me?)
Yes, you heard me right. Bright red is
If it never happened, then how could
apparently invisible to toothless, chain
I have rolled into her? And just for the
smoking, ‘you might be a Redneck if…’
record, the street was FLAT. I went back
Southern women because this time
later just to test it out. With one foot on
– 9 months to the day after the first go
the clutch and no brake, Li’l Red didn’t
around – I was rear ended while sitting
even budge. But that’s okay because the
at a red light. What part of everyone
wonderful people at Grundy took care
being stopped and the light still being
of the whole thing and are going after
red is difficult to comprehend? Even
Progressive on their own. Yeah Baby!!
the turn lane light was red but she
Anyway, long story short (too late,
decided it was ‘time to go’ so… BAM!!
right?) Li’l Red finally made it into the
Right into my backside she went. This
shop for an extended stay in rehab
time I was fortunate enough to have
and she is finally back home, safe and
Grundy insurance and she admitted
sound with a shiny dent free rear-end.
fault when I insisted upon getting a
Hmmm….now if only I could only get
police report. Ironically, her insurance
rid of all of my unsightly dents…

Li’l Red cruisin’, pristine, pretty, and heading wherever her li’l heart desires.

36

MGB DRIVER

March/April 2008

Installing a Hidden Radio

under the dash might have
worked but it would be difficult to access – especially
if you’re driving! Putting it
under one of the seats was
no better, plus you had to
worry about damaging the
unit if the carpet got wet or
if someone plopped down
on top of it when sitting.
Since no solution seemed
immediately practical, it
was put on the back burner.
In the May/June 2007
issue of the MGB Driver,
Jerry Kenny wrote how you
can use a dual-core speaker
behind the stereo screen on
Good sound with a stock MG look. No one will be the wiser.
an early B to keep that stock
look and get stereo sound.
By Robert Rushing,
This got my mind going. If Janel could
Editor MGB Driver
live without a radio, then she could use
an iPod or a MP3 player to provide the
t was an intriguing problem – Janel
tunes using an amp and one of those
Demick wanted to listen to her music
speakers. I did some research online
while driving her 1966 MGB without
and asked around to see if it was a valid
removing her classic AM radio (that
option and by all indications it was.
doesn’t work) and without installing
Janel went to AutoZone and
speakers where they could be seen. Oh
purchased a two-channel amp for $39.
– and she didn’t want to spend a lot.
She also bought a power switch, an
My first thought was to have her
in-line fuse, a 3.5mm RCA-to-Aux-jack
install a hidden stereo unit in the glove- cable, and some speaker wire. She then
box or under the dash or maybe even
ordered one of the dual-core speakunder a seat. However, that really didn’t ers from Sound Move Audio (www.
seem to be very practical. The glovebox
soundmove.com). Unfortunately, they
is pretty small and filling it up with
were out of the dual-core speakers at
a stereo wasn’t wanted. Mounting it
that time and instead provided
two smaller speakers mounted
together that were the same size
as the single speaker.
We were able to mount the
twin speakers behind the center
console grill with no modifications, taking no more than five
minutes to do so. The big question was where to mount the
amp and the power switch. The
switch was needed to keep the
amp from being on all the time
since the amp was designed to be
powered on and off by the
All needed components are right here.
stereo to which it was con-

Non-Stereo

I
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MG Road Warriors 2007

Hidden Radio

Amp mounted at angle to give max space for
trans dipstick.

nected. Since
we weren’t
using a stereo,
we had to use
another power
source and put
a switch on
it. The power
source was
easy. We went
with a brown
wire so that the
unit could be
Inexpensive amps available
used without
the need for the
key to be turned on in the car and connected to it using an in-line fuse. This
will make it great for cruise nights or for
shows so she can listen to music while
sitting next to the car. We used some
wires from an old harness for the bullet
connectors and connected everything
up so no modifications would have to
be made to her new harness. We installed the switch under the dash where

Caption, caption, caption
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it could easily be reached.
However, when it came time to
install the amp, we were back to the
same problem we had if she would have
gone with the stereo – where to put
it. The previous locations were looked
at again, but the same problems were
encountered. After some test fitting in
various places, we found a solution. We
discovered that the amp turned on its
side would fit behind the console just
above the transmission dipstick access
without getting in the way of it. All we
had to do was drill two small holes to
bolt the amp down, but that was it.
The power and speaker wires were
connected and the RCA plugs were
inserted in their proper places on the
amp. The aux cable coming off the
RCA plugs was 24-inches long to allow
for easy placement of the iPod/MP3
player when in use. When not in use,
the cable can be pushed in behind the
center console. With everything back
in place, no one can tell that any of this
is even there. The downside is that the
music quality isn’t fantastic and settings
like bass or treble can’t be adjusted (unless the player has that capability); but
the volume can be made loud enough
to hear while at speed on the highway
which suited Janel’s needs just fine.
Assuming you have an iPod/MP3
player, this conversion was less than
$100 and other than the two small
holes in the back of the console bracket,
no modifications are needed.
MGB DRIVER
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The vista from atop of White Face Mountain, upstate New York.
Johan Petersen
MG Car Club Toronto

T

he MG drive to Gatlinburg for MG
2006 was so much fun that one
of the MG Road Warriors offered
to organize a drive in 2007. For many
years Renee and I have wanted to drive
the MG through the Adirondacks.
Knowing that there is an annual event
in Stowe, Vermont, The British Invasion, we mentioned that this would be
a very nice drive. So Bob and Maureen
Riddell organized the MG Road Warriors 2007 drive to the British Invasion.
A group of eleven MGs left Toronto
on the morning of September 17th for
a back roads drive to Gananoque,
Ontario. Unfortunately one of the participants was unable to complete this
portion due to irresolvable mechanical problems and he had to give up the
drive in his TF only about 150 miles
from Toronto.
Renee and I left Toronto on September 18th, along with Rui Torrao who
joined us in his ‘69 MGB. We took the
401 motorway to catch up with the
eleven cars in Gananoque, where we all
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met to go on a Thousand Islands cruise
on the St. Lawrence River.   The weather
was overcast, but we passed many lovely
“cottages” on the way and had a view of
the Boldt Castle – still unfinished but
quite an attraction. Two hours into the
cruise we had torrential rain and we had
to retire to the boat lounge and watch
the scenery from inside. Luckily, the
rain stopped for disembarkation and
we were able to continue our drive in
dry weather. We crossed the border
into the US and on to Ogdensburg, New
York, where we spent the night on the
shores of the St. Lawrence.
The following day was dry and
very cool – still top down weather! We
had a great, scenic drive to Lake Placid,
stopping for a picnic lunch along the
way. For many years we have wanted
to drive to the top of the White Face
Mountain. Every time we were there the
road was closed due to weather conditions. This time however our luck held,
the skies were clear, so along with nine
other MGs, we drove up. Beautiful scenic stops along the way, a very bumpy
road, but well worth it as the views from
the top were spectacular, even with
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temperatures of only 5C. We managed
to find one restaurant in Lake Placid
that could take such a large group, so
after a little shopping, we all met and
had a very pleasant dinner together.
On the 20th of September,
we left Lake Placid for Stowe, Vermont. The route took us sightseeing at High Falls and rafting down
the Ausable Chasm, north of Lake
Champlain, south to Burlington and
across to Stowe. By this time it was
getting dark and chilly. We had to

navigate the very steep, windy road (the
Notch) to get to the resort; but our top
stayed down all the way to Smuggler’s
Notch where our group stayed during
our visit to the British Invasion.
On the 21st (Friday), we registered
at the car show, and then visited the
Trapp family lodge whose history was
made famous by the film “Sound of Music”. We then wandered around Stowe,
had a few pints at the Old English Inn
and returned to the Smuggler’s Notch
for dinner.
Michael Hunt and Bill Moffat,

Caption, caption, caption
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founders of the MG Car Club of Toronto
came on their own in Bill’s TD. They
were unfortunately unable to climb the
very steep and curvy road from Stowe
to Smuggler’s Notch and were forced
to make a 1.5 hour detour around the
mountain to get to their destination.
It was fun to see so many British
cars driving around Stowe getting ready
for the big show on Saturday.
Rain began during the middle
of the night and it rained practically
non-stop until noon. When we arrived at the show field there must have
been about two inches of water on the

ground and lots of mud, so walking
around the car show was an adventure
in itself, trying to avoid mud puddles.
However, spirits were high; there was
music, a beer tent, and lots of cars
to see. An enormous tent had been
erected for the registration and some
of the vendors; but even there the rain
made its presence felt, forcing some of
the vendors to relocate. After a little
while several people, including Renee,
were wandering into town in search
of dry socks. If anybody had been
selling Wellies on the field they would
have done very well! In spite of the

Caption, caption, caption
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MG Road Warriors 2008
very wet weather conditions everybody
made the best of the show. There were
many beautiful and interesting cars. It
was nice to see the mix of British cars
dating back to when Britain still had a
British car industry.
As the day wore on and many cars
arrived and departed, the field turned
into a sea of water and mud which made
driving rather tricky especially not to
get the spectators any wetter than they
already were.
The MG Road Warriors later congregated in the library of the Smuggler’s
Notch ski resort. I lit a fire in the
fireplace, a CD player was put to good
use, and the group enjoyed a very great
evening over snacks and drinks. This
was followed by dinner in one of the
local restaurants.
On the morning of the 23rd, the
group convened at the gate of the resort
for group pictures before our convoy heading back to Toronto. The sun
was shining and it was 8 degrees C. Our
top stayed down for 80% of the drive to

Watertown, New York, our destination
that day.
The British Invasion awards had
been delayed due to the weather conditions and were only being awarded on
the 23rd. Peter Mittler decided to stay
behind for the awards.
He left several hours later. Took the
ferry across Lake Champlain and caught
up with the convoy about 45 minutes
before Watertown.
On the Monday, we left our tops
down for the return trip back, crossing
the boarder on the ferry to Wolfe Island,
then another ferry to Kingston, and a
scenic back road drive to Toronto. All
cars performed well with the exception
of the TF that retired at the beginning
of the trip.
Once again the MG Road warriors
had a wonderful time driving our cars
down beautiful Canadian and American roads. Are we planning for 2008?
Definitely! The MG Road warriors will
be going to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania,
for MG 2008 next June to the tune of
our favourite driving tune of: “On the
road again” —Safety Fast

2007 FAT Run

By Steve Olson
Kansas City MG Car Club

A

THE MG ROAD WARRIORS — Clive Redden & Darlene Soares, Tom & Sybil Henneberry,
Ken & Josie Bickerton, Bob & Maureen Riddell, John Wagner & Stefan, John & Liz Burrows,
Jim & Rosemarie Sweeney, Glenn & Deb Gradeen, John & Lynn Christie, Brian MacFarlane & Dan
DiLuigi, Peter Mittler, Rui Torreo, Ernest Tucker, Johan & Renee Petersen, Mac & Jean MacFarlane,
Terry & Lynda Coulson, Ian & Carolyn Adamson, Brian & Maureen Tidmarsh.

good
many
years ago,
our local club,
the Kansas City
MG Car Club, had
gone too soft for
some and all we
seemed to do was
take short drives to
dinner or to do some
antique shopping.
Bob Allen decided we
needed more testosterone and he offered
to lead a weekend of
hard driving, fried food
consuming, and beverage swilling. He called it
the Fall Alternative Tour,
or FAT Run for short. It
became an annual lateOctober event for us even
though Bob is no longer a
member. Each year we find
roads even more crooked
that we can travel far above
the recommended cornering speeds. 2007 was no
exception.
We started the run
from Springfield, Missouri
this year so as to get quicker
access to the Ozark scenery
and the Arkansas backroads.
A side benefit was that it held
down the number of cars to
a reasonable sixteen. Some
years we have had upwards
of thirty cars, which not only
makes it hard to all stay together; but when sixty hungry
and thirsty folks all hit a small
town restaurant at once there is
bound to be some delay. Likewise when we all make a pit stop
and there are only a couple of oneholers at the convenience store/gas
station. Not to mention when we
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all try to check in at the motel the one
clerk is ready for retirement by the time
we all get our room keys, so sixteen cars
is a good number for this kind
of thing.
In the past we have had
quite a few unscheduled
roadside tech sessions. A
few members drag out spare
parts and tools and the rest
break out folding chairs and
snacks while they watch
the fun. This year was the
exception. We covered several hundred miles without
any mechanical break
downs. Our only casualty
was when one member
struck a deer with his
Porsche. He ended up
with a broken headlamp,
a crinkled fender, and a
deer fatality. Our progress was delayed only a
very few minutes to fill
out the police report
and then we were back
on pace. The deer went
to a better place and is
now probably part of
someone’s sausage.
Our tour leader
for the last several
years, Cecil Wise, says
he won’t be able to
organize the event
next year, but I’m
sure someone will
step up to try to fill
his shoes. In the
meantime, if you
get to Arkansas
with your MG try
driving south out
of Harrison and
then take state
road 123 all the
way to Interstate
40. This road
makes the Tail of
the Dragon look
GOOGLE MAPS
almost straight.
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For the MGB

Product Review: Installing

By John Treible
Emerald Necklace MG Club

W

hy even do it?
Why would anyone want to
install air conditioning in an
MGB? In fact, A/C was a dealer installed
option on some later year MGs. Riding
with the top down on a nice summer evening or warm day is a real joy.
There is nothing like it. On the other
hand, taking a long trip to a national
NAMGBR show in late June or early July
can be somewhat of an ordeal. You start
out in the cool of the morning with the
top down but then about noon with the
sun high overhead and the temperature
approaching 90, it gets very uncomfortable. A few hours of this and an old
geezer like me can get quite irritable and
testy which starts to take a lot of fun out
of the trip especially when the navigator is feeling the same way. When I read
that Moss had developed an A/C kit for
the MGB that you could install at home,
I started to seriously think about getting
it. I finally made up my mind and ordered the kit early in October. The rest
of this article deals with the installation
of the Moss A/C kit in my 1972 MGB
roadster.

Time Involved

The sales literature states that the
installation should take around 10
hours. NOT!!! I consider myself a fairly
good back-yard mechanic. I am doing
a frame up restoration a 1957 MGA by
myself. I also did a rolling restoration
on my 1972 MGB so I am reasonably
competent at this mechanical stuff.
The installation actually took me
around 25 hours over five days. Not a
big deal but it wasn’t even close to the
estimated 10 hours either. Having this
done at a shop could be quite costly,
but any competent back-yard mechanic
should be able to do this installation.
Just give yourself enough time.
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the Moss Airconditioning Kit

Installation Instructions

The instructions are without a
doubt the best, the most complete, the
most detailed, and the most comprehensive set of instructions that I have
ever seen. If the Iranians had instructions this good on how to build an
atomic bomb they would have one by
now. There are 78 detailed steps, each
one with multiple color photos. I just
can’t say enough good things about
it. Whoever wrote these up deserves a
bonus for superior work.

Tools

The first page of the instructions
lists all the tools you will need. I had all
the tools except for a 1 1/2” metal hole
saw and who has one of those, however
there are other ways to cut a 1 1/2”
hole in a piece of metal. Needed are a
number of common size wrenches and
sockets both SAE and metric. The rest
of the required tools are quite common
and can be found in any decent tool
box.

Things They Don’t Tell You

There is nothing more annoying
to me than getting all set to do a job
and finding out that I don’t have all the
parts. On the first instruction page it
states “We recommend having all the
factory seals and a FAN SHROUD” and
“we recommend you install a COOLANT OVERFLOW BOTTLE if your car
is not already equipped”. Then in Step

AC hoses an the washer bottle.
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Passenger side vents and condenser.

Driver side vents.

4: “You will need to replace your oil
cooler hoses with TWO 39” STAINLESS STEEL HOSES”. So I had to put off
the installation until I could get those
parts. Jeff Zorn at LBCarCo was very
helpful in getting those parts for me
within a week. Later on in the installation – Step 59 Installing the alternator
– I ran into another parts issue. I put the
alternator back on the car and slipped
on the belt. Even with the adjuster
fully extended the belt was loose. The
problem was that there are two sizes of
pulleys for MGB alternators – 2 1/2” and
3”. I had the smaller pulley. I was able
to dig through my spare parts bins (we
all have them) and find a larger pulley
which fixed the problem. The last thing
you do in the installation is install a
drainage line for the evaporator in the
rear right hand corner of the passenger
compartment. For this you have to
drill a 25/64” hole in the floorboard.
By this time you have already installed
the evaporator and there is no room
for a standard drill. Fortunately I have
and angle drill and was able to drill the
hole. The bottom line is that the hole
should be drilled before the evaporator
is installed. Other than that I had no
parts or installation issues. The kit is
very complete and there were no missing pieces.
It would be helpful if someone
from Moss called when they got the A/C
order and advised you of the suggested
parts, after all this kit does retail for a
hefty $1800.

Note: The air pump had been
removed from my car previously so I did
not have to follow any steps involving
the air pump. If your car has an air
pump it would add some additional
time to the installation process.
The first installation instruction
says to jack up the car and put it on
jack stands. The only time you need to
get under the car is to attach the main
power wire to the hot side of the starter.
I am just a short fellow so having the car
on jack stands this would make it difficult for me to work under the bonnet.
I did not jack up the car and put it on
jack stands until I made the electrical
connection to the starter.
The first few steps consist of taking
things apart. Disconnect the battery
and oil cooler lines. Remove the washer
bottle bracket, the radiator support
brackets, radiator supports and radiator. Remove the air pump if there is
one. You will also have to remove the
Charcoal Canister and blanking plate.
Two 1 1/2” holes need to be cut in the
blanking plate to accommodate the A/C
lines to and from the Evaporator which
is mounted inside the car. I used the old
drill and file technique.
Now we start to put things in.
Install supplied brackets on the compressor. Install the compressor and
belt. Modify the fan shroud for compressor clearance. Install fan switch on
the radiator. Mount coolant overflow
bottle on radiator support. Install
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Install Moss Airconditioning Kit

Installed AC compressor.

fan shroud, radiator support, support
brackets and radiator. Mount cooling
fan on condenser and install condenser
mounting brackets and condenser.
Install oil cooler lines. Run A/C lines
from compressor to condenser. Install
evaporator unit under dash on passenger side. Reinstall the blanking plate
and charcoal canister. Run A/C lines
from evaporator to compressor and
condenser. Install wiring harness. Install alternator. Install air pump if you
have one. Mount washer bottle bracket.
Mount A/C control switch on console.
Install the four A/C vents. Install drainage line. Please note that each one of
these operations has multiple steps.

Charging the System

It was another nice but cool day
the last Sunday of October. We headed
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A view of the fan shroud and the overflow bottle

from Lakewood to our son’s home in
Wellington (about 40 Miles) so he could
charge the system. He has the required
equipment to do this; all I had to do was
supply the R134a. Stopped at Advance
Auto Parts and bought three 12-ounce
cans at $6 per can. Once there we
completed the installation by mounting
the A/C cutoff switch and hooking up
the lines to the dryer. This took about 5
minutes. Next step was to evacuate the
system by hooking up a vacuum pump
and then charging the system with the
three cans of R134a. When that was
finished we checked the pressure to
make sure the system was sufficiently
charged but not overcharged.

How it works

The A/C has three levels of control
from the single three position switch
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mounted on the radio console. It sure
does blow cold air – lots of it especially
on the high setting. Of course, we could
not leave it on for any length of time
since the temperature outside was only
60 degrees. I had set the idle to around
1200 RPM as per the instructions. With
the A/C turned on the idle dropped by
about 200 RPM so I can probably set the
idle down a bit. We did turn the A/C
on briefly on the way home and even
with the overdrive engaged I could not
perceive any significant drop in performance. However to be honest, the
engine in my 1972 MGB is not strictly
stock. When we rebuilt it about 6000
miles ago, we put in 0.040-oversize
high compression pistons, a street cam,
unleaded ported head, and a Pertronix
ignition. As I mentioned previously the
air pump had also been removed. The
real test will come next summer when
we give it a workout on a hot day. I’ll do
a follow-up evaluation then.

Some Additional Comments
on the Fan Shroud

One of the things that Moss suggests if you are going to install their A/C
kit is to install a Fan Shroud. I ordered a
Shroud from LBCarCo along with a radiator overflow bottle neither of which
my 1972 MGB had. The Moss catalog
states that the Fan Shroud (459-685) is
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A view of the fan shroud and the overflow bottle

for MGB’s 1962-1967 so I figured that
I had some trimming to do in order to
get it to fit. It turned out that no trimming was required. The holes matched
right up. What was required was some
steady downward pressure to get it past
the downward facing blades of the
6-bladed fan. This was not a problem
since the heavy duty plastic that the
Shroud is made of was flexible enough
to properly seat. Since the same radiator and 6-blade fan was used on MGBs
from 1968-1975, I have to conclude that
the Fan Shroud can be retrofit to those
model years. The 1962-1967 MGBs
had a 3-blade metal fan that would
not interfere at all with the Shroud
installation. As regards to model years
1976-1980, someone else will have to
report on that.
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Colorado Enclave 2007

By Alan Magnuson
NAMGBR Treasurer

T
Get the first 10 Years
of the MGB Driver
on 2 CDs!
For the true MGB enthusiast
as well as the curious dabbler
into the world of vintage
Morris Garage. Now you
can have all the complete
early issues of the w on your
computer.
These 1991-2000 issues,
many of which are no longer
available in print, contain
valuable and informative
technical articles. Articles by
MG authorities like Bob Mason
and John Twist and other MGB
Send credit card numbers with expiration
date or checks payable to:

NAMGBR - Back Issue CD
PO Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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experts as well as our own
member amateurs.
Included are historical articles
by David Knowles, Wilson
McComb, and Ken Smith. Plus
all the original serialized
version of “Aspects of
Abingdon.” Enjoy the quizzes,
trivia, humor, restoration
information and all the other
entertaining and informative
advice you can’t get anywhere
else!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.

he 24th Annual Colorado English
Motoring Conclave was held on
September 15 & 16, 2007 at Oak
Park in the Denver suburb of Arvada.
The Conclave hosts English vehicles of all types, pre-war to modern,
from motorcycles to sportscars to
four-wheel drives to luxury. Featured
at this show were nearly 50 vintage
racecars including the 1938 SS 100
formerly owned by the first NBC Today Show host Dave Garroway. Other
featured racecars included EX186
– the MG factory twin-cam racer built
for the 1958 Le Mans, and a 1931 MG
Double-Twelve Brooklands racer.
The Saturday “Ride the Rockies”
tour routed 125 cars through spectacular vistas and the early fall color
change of aspen groves over twisting
Colorado mountain roads.
Sunday was a beautiful day for
the Conclave with clear skies and
temperatures in the 70’s.
This year was the largest English

Motoring Conclave held in Colorado
with 551 participants. The largest contingents were MGs with 116
cars, Triumphs with 92, and Jaguars
with 67 cars. Also participating were
Austin, Austin-Healey, Jensen, Lotus,
Morris, Mini, Morgan, Rolls RoyceBentley, Rover, Sunbeam, TVR, and
many other British cars and bikes.
The pipe band, vendors, and
swap meet all added to the flavor of
a spectacular British car event in the
middle of the USA. The highlight of
the vendors’ displays was the perfect Christmas gift for any British
car lover – a Sports Car Craftsmen
1:1-scale model of an Austin-Healey
Bugeye Sprite.
Next year’s “quarter-century”
celebration of the great British car
and bike marques will be even bigger
and better! For information on the
25th Annual English Motoring Conclave, which will be held the weekend
of September 13 & 14, 2008, contact
Alan Magnuson, 303-437-0527, or
visit www.TheColoradoConclave.com.

Only $30
for NAMGBR members
$60 for non-members.

Includes shipping US & Canada only.
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Ignition Run-On

Another Note: Most of the older
cars do not have this ignition relay.
Also, this relay is sometimes referred to
as the fan relay.

Why Won’t My Car’s Engine Stop Running?

The Problem

Current problems associated with
this are now due to age and owner modifications. Some Anti Run-On Valves
are failing and are being removed. Also,
people are de-smoging their cars and
removing the valve and other “plumbing”. This is introducing the condition
to otherwise normally functioning cars.
This was the case with my car – a
1978 US model. When I got the car, I
discovered the previous owner had bypassed the ignition relay and removed
the anti-run on valve system. When I
re-installed the relay, the engine would
not turn off.

1

2

The Solution

By Allan Brown

B

ack in the mid 70’s when the US introduced emission standards, MG
made some modifications to the
US models. One of these modifications
was the Anti Run-On Valve another was
the Ignition Relay.
The idea was that to turn off the
engine, you removed the ignition by
removing power from the Ignition
Relay. This was applied to US 1977 and
‘78 models. In 1979, MG incorporated
some of these modifications; but not
the Anti Run-On Valve into the British
cars. This is when they discovered the
problem. The problem is known as a
Sneak Circuit – an electrical circuit that
is not always obvious when looking at
the schematic. There is (was) a wiring
design flaw in the US ‘77 model year.
It turns out that the engine was not
being turned off by removing the power
from the Ignition Relay, it was actually
being starved of fuel by the Anti RunOn Valve. Since the British models did
not have the Anti Run-On Valve, the engines would not stop, but instead kept
on running even when the Ignition Key
50

was removed. What was happening?
Depending on the ignition relay tolerances, the alternator, ignition lamp, and
a few other factors such as the phase
of the Moon, weather, day of the week
and so on, there may be enough current
flowing back thru the charge indicator
(ignition warning) lamp after the ignition is turned off to hold the relay on
and therefore keep the engine running.
Just by changing the relay to another of
the same type may fix or partially fix
the problem.
Note: There are several other reasons as to why the engine keeps on running after the ignition has been turned
off. Some of these are wrong wattage
of Ignition Warning lamp, defective or
characteristic change in the Ignition
Relay, poor ground in the lighting circuits. For example, someone reported,
“My ‘74 would keep running with the
ignition off after I installed an electric
cooling fan.” If the fan was on when the
ignition was turned off, the fan would
keep spinning from inertia and generate enough electricity to power the
ignition. A diode in the power line to
the fan solved the problem.”
MGB DRIVER
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To solve the problem completely,
you have to add a diode into the Ignition Relay’s coil circuit. This is the wire
that goes from the alternator negative
terminal to the charge indicator (ignition warning) lamp located in the dash
(Brown wire with Yellow stripe). You
can do this either at the dash end or the
alternator end – this being the easiest
point to access the wire.
I chose a low voltage drop Schottky
Barrier Rectifier (40V 3A) 1N5822 rather
than a regular diode. You can get this
diode from Active Components. This
diode has a forward voltage drop of
about 0.2 V as apposed to the 0.8V for
the regular diode and helps to preserve
the operation of the alternator sense
line.
The diode has a band on one end.
This corresponds to the Cathode (see
photos). This end should go to the
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3
alternator side. If you put the diode in
backwards, the lamp will not operate,
but no harm will be done.

How To

To prepare the diode, I cut and
shaped the leads as shown in the first
photo. I then soldered wires to each
end. I happened to have the correct colour of wire from an old harness. Then I
placed a piece of red heat-shrink tubing
on the cathode end and covered the entire diode with blue heat-shrink, leaving
a portion of the red showing. You can
use any colour but try to use Teflon heat
shrink rather than the PVC. It will stand
up to the heat in the engine bay better.
Yes, the wire has PVC insulation but the
heat-shrink is different.
You then need to un-wrap the wiring harness going from the alternator to
the fender and find the Brown/Yellow
wire. Cut this wire and solder in the
diode assembly using more of the heatshrink to cover the joints. Re-wrap the
harness.
Your car’s engine should now turn
off when you turn off the ignition.
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Tech Talk

John,
Need to ask for you expert advise and
opinion. I’m having a problem with the
B. I haven’t really driven it since the trip to
Michigan and went to start it this weekend
and it is smoke very badly out of the exhaust but even worst oil seems to be coming
from every imaginable area of the motor. I
check the oil and it is extremely high, well
over the full line. When running I have no
oil pressure. Any thoughts other than what
I already know? Something very, very bad
seems to be happening. Your knowledge
is valuable would love to know what you
think. I hope all is well with Caroline and
the kids.
Safety Fast, —Les Bari
Les!
It seems to me that you’ve got gasoline
in your oil – hence the overfill, the low
oil pressure, and the smoke. Do two
things, Les: 1) drain the gas/oil from the
sump and refill it; 2) disconnect your
carb(s) from the charcoal canister and
try to purge the gasoline vapors from
the canister.
Hello John,
Let me start off by saying that your YouTube.com videos are great! I like seeing
people put something worth while/educational on there instead of the usual dog
skateboarding. I am considering purchasing
a fixer upper MG that hasn’t been started
in a long time (7 years).
Do you have a basic checklist that you use
in a situation like this to start up a car in
this situation? I know I will need to treat
this carefully before just putting a new
battery in and cranking it over. I imagine
the engine as being pretty dry throughout.
I appreciate any input that you might have
and I will keep watching your videos.
Talk to you later,
Brandon Rakes – Centralia, Washington
Brandon,
If you brought your MG here this is
what I’d do:

1. Remove the plugs and introduce a
tablespoon of oil into each cylinder
2. Change the engine oil and filter
3. Spin the engine over until I had
noted oil pressure on the gauge
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver

4. Fit cleaned or new plugs
5. Remove the distributor and clean
the points, set the gap to 0.015”, and
static time the engine at 10-degrees
before top dead center
6. Remove the float bowl lids, clean
out the float bowls
7. Remove the suction chambers,
clean them, clean the air pistons,
and lightly sand (with 600-grit paper
or something like that) the metering
needles to remove the verdigris
8. Exercise the jets by moving the
choke levers up and down about 50
times, all the time spraying the linkage and the inside of the carbs with
oil
9. Drain the fuel tank, introduce new
fuel, then purge the fuel system by
pumping a pint of fuel into a bottle or
can.
Now the engine will start right up!
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Torey Luft MGB Limited Edition

Hi John,
Quick question – I just purchased an early
MG that has been off the road for about
10 years.  I don’t know if the motor will
even turn, but I do know the batteries are
dead.  It still has two 6-volts installed.  My
question is simply: Is there any reason to
put two sixes back in it, or is it a no brainer
to go ahead and put a good 12-volt in it?  If
so, is there anything else I need to do with
the electrical system while I’m at it?
Thanks,
Greg Dean – Greenville, SC
Greg,
I used to be a member of the positive
earth club!  I had twin sixes in my
1962 MGA 1600 Mark II Deluxe.  I had
helmet clamps on the cables. Then I
wanted to fit an electronic ignition......
One of my six volts was faulty so I
joined the dark side.  Besides, those
17HF batteries from Interstate are very
difficult to get now and they’re very
expensive.
A single Group-26 battery, supported on
a piece of plywood about 7 1/4 by 7 1/4
will keep the bottom of the battery from
chafing against the edge of battery box.
There is no inherent advantage between
positive or negative earth. Negative
earth is “modern” and will allow you to
use modern electronic devices without
the fear of a dead short.
Place the battery on the passenger side
and shorten up the earth cable to fit on
that side also.
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Hi John, can you help me?
I am having an ongoing argument with a
fellow British car enthusiast about fender
mirrors.  I remember hearing long, long
ago that the MGB-GT and MGC-GT were
required to have fender (wing) mirrors fitted
because of a British law that classified the
GT as a small truck.  According to that
British law, all GTs shipped to the USA had
fender (wing) mirrors.
My friend says mirrors were a dealer option
and there was no law governing the placement of mirror locations.
I also doubt my memory, because I can no
longer find that reference. If you know that I
am right, could you somehow quote me that
law or explain it to me?   Thanks for your
help,—Craig Colby
Craig,
If there were rules in place for GTs in
England, they would not have been
applied here. I am just sure that the cars
were shipped here without mirrors and
that they were dealer installed – with
instructions – but dealer installed.  That
means that some have minor variations
as to the placement.
Those wing mirrors look cool but aren’t
worth a damn for seeing what’s behind
you.  I’ve always preferred a much larger
mirror or one mounted on the door.
Ken Smith may be able to help with
some of these originality questions.
John,
Hope this is a simple question. Thank you
for any help, and by the way great YouTube
videos. On my 1969 MGB, brake fluid is
leaking out of the brake detection switch by
the wires, (not at the threads) of the 5-way
union/pressure valve assembly. My question is can just the switch be replaced, the
union/assembly or does the whole union/
assembly and switch need to be replaced.
Thank you, —Keith Millman
Keith,
The brake warning light valve body is
the problem.  There are two little Orings in there, one or both of which are
leaking.  You have three solutions:
Remove the switch and replace the
switch with a very short 3/8” 24-bolt
and copper washer so it will no longer
MGB DRIVER
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leak.  Of course, the brake warning
light will not work.
Remove the entire block, open it
up and replace the O-rings.
Purchase a rebuilt unit (we sell
them for $70) and fit that.
John,
Sorry I could not make this year’s
Summers Event. Anyway, dashpot oil
should be straight 20w-50, right? I
had my carbs rebuilt and it looks like
they put transmission (red) fluid in
them.
—Peter Dhama
Peter!
We use 90 weight gear oil now -- it’s
much better for a rich acceleration!
Hello John,
I have been watching with great interest
your demonstrations on the YouTube website regarding problems we have with our
MGs. Is it possible that you can put a demo
on regarding the changing of a leaf spring
on a 1965 MGB? I’ve put mine on and I
can’t get the car to sink low enough as the
shackles seem to be pointing forward too
much and I’m not to sure how to correct it.
Regards, —John Davies, England
P.S. – I own a London University Motors
1965 MGB roadster
John!
The next time we fit leaf springs, I’ll
make a YouTube video. That may be
next week, it may be several months.  
We always fit rebuilt springs, but I sure
have heard many complaints about the
quality of the new ones: too stiff (your
problem); too weak; or premature collapse. You might be able to fit yours by
attaching them at the front, then jacking up on the springs under their center
– where the rear axle fits. You problem
is not unique to you!
Congrats on owning a real University
Motors supplied MG!
John,
Can you provide a color code along with
the manufacturer for MG Dove Grey. I am
trying to buy touch-up paint and they said
they could find any formula for Ditzler
MGB DRIVER
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Dave Robson’s 1964 MG 1100

32085. If you can shine any light on my
dilemma I would be appreciative.
Thanks again for you inspection on the MG
as it made my decision to purchase much
simpler. —Frank Luther
Frank,
You might try the PPG library in your
area. They can provide an “eye” match
from the old code. On the other hand,
since your car is probably not original,
you might just drive it to your local
paint shop and ask them to scan it and
provide a color.
John
I know you have had this question before
many times! I have a 1979 MGB, what type
of brake fluid do I use? Will Castrol LMA
DOT 4 work? What type of rubber does
the 1979 MGB use in the brake system?
—Talmadge Huckabee
Talmadge!
The Castrol LMA is the PERFECT brake
fluid for your car. I don’t know what
type of rubber, Viton, neoprene, or
whatever is in those cylinders. I do
know that silicone fluids can cause
those pieces to swell. But the DOT 4
Castrol is the good fluid!
Hello John,
Greetings from Switzerland! Thanks so
much for your wonderful videos and excellent website. They are wondrous to behold!
I have a short question, my friend and I
recently pulled the engine and transmission
from my 73 GT for a clutch replacement. In
so doing, we noticed that the front bearing
cover in the transmission was leaking con57
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to flex. Hope this helps.
Hi John,
My carbs have over-run valves, can I change
them to solid disks and will I have to cut a
notch on bottom for the bypass idle?
Many thanks, —Barry Shnabel
Barry,
You have two options: replace the discs
and cut the very smallest slot you can
– or – simply solder the existing overrun valves shut. In the second case,
heat the throttle disc from the button
side and flow flux and solder into the
spring side. Once it’s really flooded
with solder and cooled, cut away the exposed spring and shaft, which certainly
affect air flow.

siderably, and decided this was an excellent time to replace the gasket. When we
removed the cover, we noticed some mauled
metal sitting in the cover, which I now
know to be the shim that was placed on the
transmission main shaft for the preload
on the bearing. Now luckily, the bearing,
and it appears, the transmission was not
damaged by the destruction of the shim,
however, I am wary of placing a new one.
Do you have any recommendations regarding this? It appeared to be a 2-3/1000th
shim. Both he and I are of the opinion to
leave it out.
Can you comment?
Thanks, —Gerald Zimmerman
Gerald,
This shim provides some load against
the bearing so that it won’t spin. There
is a detailed section in the workshop
manual about measuring and setting
up the shim thickness. I usually use a
prick punch and put about 100 punches
into the surface that abuts the bearing.
This will provide some load against the
bearing but won’t cause the front cover
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Hi John,
I got my car home this weekend after 15
years in storage. The brake and clutch pedals went right to the floor and didn’t come
back any too quickly. Topped off the fluid
(the master was dry), opened the bleeder
on the clutch slave, and had my daughter
pump the clutch. All I got was some fluid
running out of the bleeder, but no fluid
moving out of the master. The pumping
of the clutch didn’t have any effect on how
quickly the fluid moved out of the slave.
Is this an obvious master cylinder rebuild?
If so, I may give it a try myself but it’s nice
to know I have you as a backup. What’s
the approximate cost for you to rebuild?
Thanks, —Jeff Bennett
Jeff,
After 15 years of storage the best bet is
to rebuild the master cylinder – that’s
for sure. But the bleeding technique is
important, too.

a good burst of fluid – usually about
five strokes.
THEN
Fit the bleeder and bleed several
more times, cracking the bleeder
loose instead of using your finger.
John,
While trying to confirm the color code for
my 1974 Midget (Citron color) so I can purchase some touchup paint, I came across a
plate screwed to the front of the driver’s side
door frame (opposite from the black plate
with the manufacture date and VIN). This
has the code GU N456861P. This is NOT
the VIN, nor is it the paint code that I have
found online, which is BLVC73. Do you
know what that unknown code is, and also,
did MG put a paint code anywhere on the
cars? Thanks for any help, —Jack Orkin
Jack,
This is the Body Number: G for MG; U
for United States; N for roadster, a sequential number, and then P for Pressed
Steel, the body manufacturer. The closest I have on file here is GUN456334P
carrying a VIN of GAN 5UE 146 997 G.
But on to you question on Citron. We
call it “S’not Yellow” because it’s not
green and it’s not yellow. Your best bet
is to take it to the paint store and have
them scan the paint. Who knows if the
paint is original – and even then, trying
to get a good match is difficult. Better
you should get paint that matches your
car. The paint code is NOT located on
the car.

Follow these steps.
Fill the master cylinder
Remove the bleeder from the slave
Depress the clutch pedal
Place index finger on bleeder hole
Foot off the pedal
Wait twenty seconds
Finger off
Pedal down
Finger on
Pedal up
Wait twenty seconds
Continue this repeat until you have
MGB DRIVER
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John,
Thank you for the great amount of information you have produced, I appreciate
it immensely. I have just purchased a B
manufactured in November 1974. The
brake lights are inoperative but do not need
re-lamping. I have read all the posts regarding switch position and pedal free play, but
nothing in there (or any other manual that
I have) about replacing the switch itself. I
am guessing the seat needs to be removed so
you can squirm in under the dash. Is there
anything else that needs attention? Is there
a hydraulic line connected there that could
possibly leak? Thanks, —Dave
Dave!
Are you in for a treat or what!! The
brake light switch is located on the
cover of the brake master cylinder box,
under the bonnet, right in front of both
master cylinders. You’ll need a 9/16”
wrench to loosen the jam nut. Use a
small amount of grease to lubricate the
threads on the new switch, fit the jam
nut, and screw the switch into the hole
until you achieve that 1/2” of free-play.
BUT – just before you do this, disconnect the switch from the wiring loom
and connect the two loom wires
together (GREEN and GREEN/BLACK).
Turn on the ignition and the brake
lights should be shining brightly. If
not, you’ve got another problem.
Reminder: John Twist will be pleased to
answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday
through Friday. (616) 682-0800 or you can
e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.

John Twist’s rolling Tech Sessions at MG 2007, California
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Registrars of the NAMGBR

In Memory: Dan Zebarah

MGB Registrar
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

Midget Registrar
D Zimmerman
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, OH 44240
(330) 678-9394
mg-rootes@sbcglobal.net

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
5 Willow Lane
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 674 1179

1974½ MGB Registrar
Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Dan Zebara with his son David.
By Kim Tonry, Editor Emeritus

I

t was with great sadness that I received word around the Christmas
holidays that Dan Zebarah died of
cancer on August 23, 2007. Dan was the
first Electronic Bulletin Board Coordinator for the North American MGB
Register, the predecessor position to the
Webmaster position that Rick Brown
holds today. He organized the original
NAMGBR BBS on Compuserve. I seem
to remember also that he was also the

first Assistant Editor appointed to MGB
Driver and he was a long time editor
of the “Can-Am Connection” for the
Windsor-Detroit MG Club.
He was a charter member of the
Register and was at the foundation
meeting. Great guy! He and his wife
Marla were always great to see and talk
with at the early Register conventions
and at the University Motors Summer
Parties. Everyone who knew Dan liked
him a lot. He will be greatly missed.

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Bill Fox
998 Northwestern Ave
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
mgsrfun4me@aol.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
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Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Sell • Seek • Swap!

Where 2 ‘B

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register

Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good standing — please,
no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing.
Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see
inside front cover.) Ads will be run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right
to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.
Selling or Buying a MG?
CARS FOR SALE
1969 MGC – BRG, body work completed, but
needs to be painted and assembled. Lots of
new parts; delivery possible - $7000 o.b.o.
Jeff Fields, (440) 988-4008, drivesmgs@
gmail.com OH			
030408
1968 MGB/GT - White; undergone a ground up
restoration. Fitted with factory Aluminum
hood, wire wheels with eared spinners;
engine, transmission, differential and
suspension are in great condition - $5500.
Olivio Ranasinghe (316) 200-3068. KS 010208
1974 MGB and 1972 Midget – both parts cars
that are 90% complete. No keys or titles to
either car. Contact Steve at (573) 529-3061.
MO				
091007
New black fiberglass trike motorcycle trailer,
perfect for MG; follows directly in car tracks
– only $1950. Contact Joe Lamando (302)
329-9177 or (610) 310-4571 DE
111207
1978 MGB – Russet brown/Beige; 18,600
original miles and in family since new; Great
condition throughout; Webber carburetor;
new alloy wheels and tires. Contact Fred,
(813) 925-8565 or fhumberstone@verizon.
net FL 				
091007
1977 MGB – Tahiti Blue/Autumn Leaf; chrome
wire wheels, new seats, new interior, new
carpet, new dash, new clutch, new brakes,
rebuilt carb, new tires, new top. No winter
driving, always kept in heated garage. Has
won many awards. Asking $12,500. Mike
Weisheit, (260) 228-0812 or mlweisheit@
msn.com. IN
010208
1977 MGB V8 – Chrome bumper conversion
with Rover 215 V8 and Rover 5-speed. Beautiful green with tan interior, MGC bonnet,
and a/c; 72-lace chrome wire wheels, 53k
miles; really nice car in excellent condition.
Ken Pendleton, (614) 581-7103 or kcpmgb@
isnight.rr.com OH
010208

WANTED
MGB V8 Project – I may be interested in buying your “work in progress” MGB/GT Rover
V8 project. Maybe I can take up where you
would like to leave off! IT MUST BE A GT.
Any work so far should be at least workmanlike. Western states preferred, but will consider travel if the price is right. Bob Sherman,
(503) 615-8713 OR
010208

Why not take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade
Classifieds on our website at www.NAMGBR.org/classified?
There are lots of ads for all kinds of MGs and parts. It’s a
great way to find or sell that hard to find part or that next

project.

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2008
• Mar 16 – European Car Show, Winter Haven, FL • www.fsmgcc.com
• Mar 29 – British Car Day, New Orleans, LA • (504) 236-7509 • www.bmcno.org
• April 5 – British Car Day, Winter Park, FL• www.AllBritishCarClub.com
• April 11-13 – GOF South, Silver Springs, FL • www.britishcarclub.net

PARTS FOR SALE

• April 20 – British & European Car Show, Williamsburg, VA • www.wmbgbrit.com

Rare MG Books – Ken Smith has been given a
selection of MG books: MG: The Sportscar
America Loved First, Classic MG Yearbook
1973, MG International 1974, and MG World
1975 all by Richard Knudson; two copies
of the Haynes MGB workshop manual; two
copies of MG by Wilson McComb; Sprite &
Midget Super Profile; Haynes Sprite & Midget
workshop manual; and the InterEurope MGB
Manual. The first person to send him a check
for $100 made out to the Lance Armstrong
Foundation will get the books and he’ll pay
to ship them to you.		
111207

• May 3-4 – British Car Show, Solon, OH • www.Northeastohioaustinhealey.com

• April 19-20 – Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• May 9-11 – Springtime in the Smokies, Townsend, TN • Spridget@charter.net
• May 16-18– Carlisle Import Show, Carlisle, PA
• June 1 - British Return to Ft Meigs, Perrysburg, OH • Tennytony@worldnet.att.net
• June 1 – British & European Car Show, Caledon, ON • www.mgtoronto.com
• June 6-7 – British Bash, Louisville, KY • www.britishbash.com
• June 10 – British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA • (610) 847-5988
• www.keystonemg.com
• June 13-14 – Heartland MG Show, Overland Park, KS • www.heartlandregional.com

1979 MGB Parts – Flywheel, intake/exhaust
manifolds, rear shock absorbers, catalytic
converter, air cleaners, side clearance
lights, luggage rack, electronic distributors
(conversions); reasonable prices. William
Lane (209) 962-4355 CA		
111207
MGB LE style aftermarket steering wheel,
15.5 inches, Like new - $100. Geoff
Wheatley;MdgiGeoffrey@aol.com    NY

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors
for high quality service or repairs. We can attend
to your entire MG or just a single component.
Our MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475. Our
brilliantly clean and polished MGB HS carbs are
$575; MGB HIF carbs are $655.
We can attend to your soft top, your chrome,
your engine, or your brakes. I bought my first
MG in 1968, and I’ve been working on MGs
since! John Twist (#0-101), University Motors
Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street East, Ada, MI 49301; PH:
616 682 0800
or www.UniversityMotorsLtd.com

• June 26-29 – Spridget Golden Anniversary, Osage Beach, MO • www.sprite-midgetclub.org
• June 26-29 – MG 2008 – Valley Forge, PA • www.mg2008.com
• Aug 8 – University Motors Octagon Party, Ada, MI • www.universitymotorsltd.com
• Sept 20 – British Car Show, St Louis, MO • (314) 995-8664 • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 27 – MGs on the Rocks Car Show & Parts Market, Bel Air, MD • (410) 817-6862
• rgl2mgbgt@aol.com
• Nov 23 – MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • www.vintagemg.com

Address Service Requested

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P.O. BOX 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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