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The Inside Line

appy New Year! 2007 was fantastic and 2008 is shaping up to
be even better. Let’s kick things
off with our annual Tech Issue. I’m
sure you’ll find some great project tips
to help you with your winter restoration and maintenance jobs. Driving
season will be here again before you
know it so don’t put off getting your
MG ready any longer!
Just to let everyone know (and I
know you were anxiously awaiting
this), I actually did visit Larry Fine’s
birthplace while we were in Philadelphia at the AGM. His boyhood home
is located at the intersection of 3rd and
South Streets and is now occupied by
Jon’s Bar & Grill. Besides food and
drinks, they have some Stooge memorabilia and even sell t-shirts with Larry
on them. Of course, I bought one.
I also learned while I was in Philly
that the Declaration of Independence
and Constitution were actually signed
there. Not to mention they also have
a cracked bell. It’s amazing the things
you find out when you travel!
Seriously, I have to admit I was
blown away by all the historic places
in Philadelphia that were part of
the launching of this great land of
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ours. I’m not much for wearing my
patriotism on my sleeve, but I can tell
you that my heart swelled to bursting
when I stood in Independence Hall reflecting on how our Founding Fathers
put aside everything that separated
them, found common ground, and
despite all their differences, begin the
greatest experiment in human civilization.
And you can see all these famous
sites too if you go to MG 2008! Oh, and
by the way, if you go on the old English
double-decker bus tour in town, the
answer to 9 out of 10 questions is “Benjamin Franklin” (Who started the first
fire department? Who started the first
post office? Etc, Etc). The tenth answer
is “The Sixth Sense”, or “Rocky”, or
“National Treasure” depending on the
tour guide.
Robert

AGM 2007

By Jerome Rosenburg

MG 2008 Update

By Philadelphia MG Club

appy New Year and welcome to
2008! During our Annual General Meeting a couple of months
ago, I read my report and talked to the
members about all the great things
happening in NAMGBR during 2007.
My report and a summary of the meeting will appear in this issue of the MGB
Driver.
So, looking ahead to the next
twelve months, what do we have
on the agenda? The big event for
NAMGBR this year will be our annual
convention; MG 2008. The Philadelphia MG Car Club has been working
on hosting an extraordinary event for
the members of the MG Community.
Among some of the events planned is
a bus tour of Philadelphia, a covered
bridge driving tour, a picnic, and a
drive-in movie in the hotel parking lot.
Of course, no trip to the Philadelphia
area would be complete without a taste
of a world famous cheese-steak.
MG 2008 is also unique because
we will be sharing the convention with
our MG cousins, The American MGC
Register. AMGCR will be rallying their
membership and getting as many of
the factory six cylinders MGC roadsters and GTs to Valley Forge to make
this their biggest showing ever. If you
know somebody with one of these
“Brutal Aggressives”, please make a
point to let them know about this convention. For more information go to
the website: www.MG2008.com.
The Executive Board has also targeted the increase in membership as a

Late Great RV8

By Kim Tonry, Chicagoland MG Club
By Tony Brown

Fuel Tank Replacement

By By Paul Konkle, San Diego MG Club

Tech Talk

MGB DRIVER

January/February 2008

Chairman
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goal for 2008. We feel NAMGBR is
the best of the MGB based national
organizations in North America today.
We have a magazine that is far above
the other products and an enthusiastic membership that supports this
organization. To increase the ranks of
this club however, we need your help.
Do you know somebody owning a
MGB, MGB/GT, Midget or 1100 / 1300
Sedan and might be interested in a
membership to the largest growing
MG organization in North America? If
you do, please share a copy of the MGB
Driver with them, or better yet, pass
their name and address to me and I’ll
see they get a copy of the MGB Driver.
No strings attached!
So, order those parts you need to
get your MG in tiptop shape and start
planning a driving route to Valley
Forge. Please remember the MGB Driver
has a number of advertisers that support our organization with their dollars, I hope you will return the favor
and support them with your business.

Bruce

On the Covers

Vintage MGB Rally Gear - Part II

By John Twist, NAMGBR Technical Coordinator

Bruce
Wyckoff

1976 MG Midget.
Owner Victor Rodriguez of Allentown, PA.
Member of the Keystone Region MG Club.
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On the front is Matt
Bakes, Owner of British
Wiring, with wires from
under the bonnet.
On the back is the monument at Valley Forge, PA
area where the MG2008
will be held


Vice Chairman’s Report

W

ell, we are starting another
year and this one looks like it
going to as good, if not better,
for the Register.
There is a lot of enthusiasm out
there for the up coming convention,
MG 2008, being hosted by the Philadelphia MG Club this June 25 – 29.
Having met some of the Philly
club’s members that are working like
mad to make sure you have a great
time; and seeing both the host hotel
and the car show field, I can tell you
that this should be one of the North
American MGB Register’s best events
ever. Within the general area of King
of Prussia, PA, you have Philadelphia
with its rich history and don’t forget
the cheese-steak sub. Not too far away
you have Hershey also known as
“Chocolate Town” and Lancaster famous for the Amish and their buggies.
Now on to another subject, soon I
will be mailing out the annual chapter
re-affiliation forms, which we ask
the chapters to complete and return
so that we can have the most current information on your club and its
officers. I send these to each chapter
and every year I get a handful return
to me by the Post Office because the
club has new officers or the mailing

T


Treasurer’s Report

address changed and NAMGBR was
not updated on the change. When you
get these, please complete them, and
return it.
I will also be notifying the chapters that have let their North American
MGB Register members drop below
the required eight to be considered a
chapter in “good standing.” For those
chapters to enjoy the full benefits of
affiliation, things like insurance for
their events, they will need to get
those numbers back up before we can
provide it.
Right now, we have two chapters
– the Victoria MG Club and the Spurious V-8 MG Club that have no current
NAMGBR members. The Mount Baker
MG Club and the Northern Alabama
Sports Car & Motoring Club have only
one member each. I can go on with
the list. I do not bring this up to cause
embarrassment, but to point out how
low some of the chapters have dropped
since they became affiliated with the
Register. These clubs once boasted
high NAMGBR membership participation. On a brighter note, we do have
large number of chapters that have
NAMGBR membership numbers in the
mid-20 to 30-plus range.
Safety Fast!
Richard

From the Treasurer
he fiscal year of 2006-07 was
a strong year for membership.
NAMGBR membership retention
and new growth from the excitement
of the MG 2006 and MG 2007 events
has improved our bottom line by $19,
637.06. The Annual Financial Statement, October 5, 2006 – October 4,
2007, Profit & Loss statement accompanies this article.
Preparations are underway for
MG 2008 in Valley Forge, Pennsylva-

Richard Liddick
Vice chairman
NAMGBR

AlanMagnuson
Treasurer
NAMGBR

nia and MG 2009 in Breckenridge,
Colorado. If you haven’t been to a
national event, please consider doing
so. The events are fun. The people
you meet are wonderful MG folks!
Thank you for renewing your
membership in your local club and
NAMGBR. I’d also like to thank the
chapters of NAMGBR for electing me
to serve as Treasurer for the next two
years.
Allen
MGB DRIVER
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Photos provided by dick mullins

The MGB Registrar

G

reetings and welcome to what
promises to “B” another year of
great MGB motoring! First, I’d
like to relay to you a story which first
crossed my desk last spring. One of our
members, Dick Mullins, was requesting information on a 1967 MGB/GT
Special he had purchased, and several
e-mails passed between us. Dick lived
in California at the time, but way back
in 1968 he lived in Colorado and was
a member of the Rocky Mountain MG
Car Club as well as a student at the
local university during which time he
embarked on a European tour facilitated by the University. After visiting
several countries including Russia and
Morocco. Dick then went to England
where by prior arrangement he had
scheduled a visit to the MG factory in
Abingdon.    
He received a letter from the then
Secretary of the M.G. Car Club, one
Wilson McComb (!), who said that if he
had any difficulty finding the factory
they would pick him up at Didcot train
station following his journey from
London! So, on August 5th 1968, Dick
presented himself at Gate #3 and was
given the grand tour of the hallowed
works by Peter Franklin the personnel
manager of MG. At this time the factory was not only building MGBs, but
had also recently introduced the MGC.
Fast-forward nearly 30 years and
during a house move to Oregon from

California, Dick discovered a box containing some of his old photographic
stuff and also a box of color slides. To
his surprise when he opened them he
found they were the shots he’d taken
on his visit to Abingdon 1968! We
reproduced a couple of the photos Dick
took on the trim deck, and outside in
the yard. He comments that the whole
experience was fantastic, just to see
how “hand made” our MGBs were
by the dedicated work force, and we
hope our members will enjoy seeing
a glimpse of MGs made, at the only
place worth talking about when we use
the name M.G.!
Dick now has his 67 MGB/GT Special on the road in the Northwest, and
recently wrote to tell me how much he
was enjoying his “new” MG following
refurbishment, with it starting easily
and running just fine after so long in
storage. Dick wrote: “What an experience it is to drive an MGB again after
so long an absence (since 1980!) and

MG Factory in Abingdon, 1968.

Comp Department in MG Factory, 1968.

Ken Smith
MGB Registrar

Dick’s ‘67 MGB GT

Photos provided by dick mullins



MGB DRIVER

January/February 2008

the overdrive works just fine when you
flick the switch. I am totally amazed at
how quiet and smooth it is when you
are running at freeway speeds! I mentioned that the British Motor Heritage
certificate said that the car was built
with a km/h speedometer and a centigrade temperature gauge. Well, it still
has the C-temp gauge and I suspect
that the US dealer was thrilled to get
a European spec GT in 1967, and did
not bother to switch the temperature
gauge as it was hard enough to change
the speedometer to a mph version!” We
sincerely thank Dick for the use of the
photographs.
Now to a more serious matter.
Some of the stories I’ve been hearing concerning MGs which were lost
or totaled in the California wild fires
last fall, would break the heart of
anyone who has an interest in British cars. And the devil of it is, that
in most cases, if the owners did not
have a firm agreed valuation, they
were offered a derisory amount in
compensation by a young assessor
who probably wasn’t even born when
the cars were made. One chap lost
four MGs and was offered an average of 200 bucks each by the insurer!
Another guy lost four Healeys, and a
couple of Triumphs, and was similarly
treated!   So PLEASE!! – Make sure your
MG insurance policy is up to date and
covers total loss from either natural or
man-made disasters, and get agreed
valuation-in writing! Or you can see
just what they will pay you should you
be unfortunate enough to suffer the
fate of the individual’s cars mentioned
MGB DRIVER
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Another view of the MG Factory
above.    
Finally the maggots who invaded
our registration page with their offers
of male enhancement products, spam,
and other garbage, have thankfully
diminished since Rick Brown took action, but if you have any doubt about
registering your MGB then please drop
me a line at kensca@cox.net and I’ll
send you simple form to complete and
return to me via the trusty US mail.
It’s a shame that we have to put up
with these people who often live in a
far away land, and fire off “phishing”
e-mails at random, but we will not be
deterred in our quest for knowledge of
every MGB that ever left the factory!
And now our latest registrations received-thank you!

Steve Brooks - 67 MGB/GT Special
Joe Blackwood - 74 1/2 MGB
Tom Judson - 76 MGB
Ron Morgenthaler - 67 MGB/GT Special
Stephen Coughran - 68 MGB
Greg Welch - 73 MGB
Greg Oaks - 72 MGB
Frank Bice - 79 MGB
Jill Gorman - 66 MGB
Ron McDonald - 71 MGB
John Murch - 74 MGB
David Girton - 73 MGB
Raymond Jetson - 80 MGB LE

Ken


1100/1300 Registrar
Photos provided by bill fox

Bill’s 1964 MG 1100
By Bill Fox
1100/1300 Registrar

G

reetings! I’m sorry to interrupt your regular MGB/Midget
readings but I have to introduce myself. I’m William Fox the
new 1100/1300 Registrar. The former
Registrar, Scott Williams, had to resign
due to health problems so I was asked
to take a shot at filling his shoes.
I bought my first MG, a 1972 MGB
roadster in 1998. I restored the body/
paint/interior with the help of many
friends and was doing the same with
a 1973 BGT when I acquired a 1964
MG 1100 from a gentleman outside
Atlanta, Georgia in January 2004. The
trip there and back from St. Louis was
just the beginning of the adventure
though. Since then, with the help of
several friends like John Mangles from
All British Car Repair in St. Louis,
Aaron Anderson of Seattle, Washington, and Todd Miller of San Luis
Obispo, California, to name a few, the
car has been completely rebuilt. (Go to
http://community.webshots.com/user/
mgsrfun4me?vhost=community for
photos).
It’s been a long hard struggle and
10

I’m still not done.
The body and paintwork went
pretty smoothly. Body panels are
available from vendors in the UK and
eBay UK is a great resource as usual.
Seven Enterprises in California even
carries some of the floor and sill repair
panels.
The suspension, the liquid filled
system known as “Hydrolastic”, wasn’t
much of a problem either. Suspension
parts are available from the UK so a
rebuild isn’t difficult. Refilling and
pressurizing the system is the tough
part. I was fortunate enough to locate
an original “Churchill Hydrolastic
Pump” used by BMC dealerships. The
alternative is to build a pump from a
grease gun and various parts easily
obtained from your local auto parts
store. While it looks like something
MacGyver would have created it does
work, but is very slow and messy to
use.
My problems all came while
rebuilding the engine and transmission. Most of the engine and drivetrain
parts are the same as an Austin Mini
or a MG Midget and can be had from
US vendors. A lot of the problems had
more to do with unfamiliarity with
MGB DRIVER
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the engine and transmission set up.
I swore many times that the car was
possessed by demons. It seemed as
one problem would be fixed, another
would appear.
We’ve spent most of this year
sorting out a “clattering” problem in
the valve train that made the engine
sound like it was a diesel. The engine
was quiet before it was dismantled to
determine why it was blowing head
gaskets. After replacing two damaged pistons the noise appeared. We
tried to diagnose the problem with
the engine in the car, but after 7
months with no success the engine was
removed from the car for the 4th time
and dismantled again. We found the
problem to be the nut holding the cam
gear in place. Engine was re-installed
and runs quietly. Now I’m sorting out
an oil leak. Hopefully by the end of
November I’ll have it all straightened
or out, or at least be working on some
other problem.
I have been able to log about 300
miles on the car (usually about 30
miles at a time) though I’ve done a
couple of longer trips. It does handle

very nicely and
I really like the
ride.
I’m still
waiting for
Scott Williams
to send me the
database he has
assembled so
I’m not certain
how many MG 1100/1300’s are still
around or who owns them. The only
other MG 1100 I know of in the St.
Louis area belongs to Kevin Stewart,
a fellow member of the St. Louis MG
Club. I know there are a number of
them around Washington; it seems
to be 1100 central for some reason.
There is a discussion board on Google
Groups dedicated to the BMC 1100,
which includes all variants of the
ADO16 model like Austin, Morris,
Riley, Wolseley, and MG. If you have a
MG 1100 or 1300, that’s the later year
1275 engine model drop me a line and
tell me about it.
In the meantime let’s keep Scott
Williams in our thoughts and wish
him a speedy recovery.

British Motor Trade Association
2008 BMTA Conference

T

he British Motor Trade Association’s sixth annual conference will
take place January 18-20, 2008, in
St. Petersburg, Florida. Glenn’s MG Repair and Classic Motorsports magazine
will host the event, and scores of the
movers and shakers within the British
car community are expected to attend.
Past conferences have let attendees get up close and personal with the
likes of carb expert Joe Curto, Lotus
specialist Dave Bean, racers Joe Alexander and Hap Waldrop, second-generation British gurus David Nock and
Sheila Nock-Huggins, and many more.
Companies represented have included
most of the businesses that help keep
British classics on the road: Moss MoMGB DRIVER
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tors, Victoria British, XKs Unlimited,
Mini Mania, The Roadster Factory,
Dayton Wire Wheel, Hagerty Insurance, and many more.
While the three-day event is
geared toward businesses that specialize in British cars, Saturday’s tech
sessions are open to the public. Topics
will include selecting tires for classics,
tuning for max power and reliability,
and restoration project management.
If you want a chance to meet and
talk with the insiders of the British
motor trade, this is your chance. Plus,
visiting Florida in January is never a
bad idea. Learn more about the conference at www.britcar.org or by phoning
(727)521-9890.
11

Annual General Meeting 2007

From left to right; Jerome Rosenberger - Secretary, Bruce Wycoff - Chairman, Richard Liddick - Vice Chairman, Alan Magnuson - Treasurer
North America MGB Register
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania
October 27, 2007

T

he Chairman, Bruce Wyckoff,
started the meeting at approximately 1 p.m. with a brief statement on what a successful year the
register was having and then had
everyone in the room to stand up and
introduce themselves.
After introductions, the conventions coordinator, Tony Burgess, spoke
on the convention to be held in 2008
in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania. He
stated what a beautiful area this was
going to be for the car show, not just in
King of Prussia, but the surrounding
area as well. He also expressed that
the room in the convention host hotel
were very reasonable for the area at
$95.00. Tony further stress that you
should reserve your room early if you
plan on attending as they are going
fast. Plans or the convention include;
driving tours, tech sessions by Peter
Cosmides and John Twist, historical reenactors, a “drive-in” movie, dinner at
the Mermaid Lake resort and of course
the car show and awards banquet at
he host hotel.
12

Reports presented from
Officers/Registrars/Coordinators
Chairman’s Report:
Bruce Wycoff
The Register had
a “record-breaking”
convention in 2007.
The convention
was the largest west
coast convention
to date, with many
first time attendees,
and a joint advertising campaign with
NAMGAR which
featured an ad on which we received a
number of complements. The Chairman gave a special thanks to Charles
de Bourbon for putting it together.
The Chairman is excited to be
sharing MG2008 with the American
MGC Register and is hoping this will
prove to be another “record-breaking”
event.
The Chairman was also encouraged by the increased number of
letters to the editor. I believe this is a
good barometer to what is happening
within the club.
The Chairman, on behalf of the
MGB DRIVER
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coordinators and registers, thanked the
membership for making 2007 another
successful year. He also expressed
thanks to the Philadelphia MG Club
for hosting both this AGM and MG
2008 in June.
Vice Chairman’s Report
Richard Liddick
Richard Liddick reported his
work with the
local chapters and
his duties as the
NAMGBR representative on the North
American Council
of MG Registers.
The Register
added four new
chapters in 2007.

• Blount British Cars Ltd. Maryville, TN
• Brandywine British Chapter
Wilmington, DE
• Idaho British Car Club, Boise, ID
• Greater Ozarks British Car Club
Springfield, MO

We have 87 chapters, 17 chapters
are not in “Good Standing”. That
means to 19.5% or our chapters are not
maintaining their minimum of eight
(8) NAMGBR members. It breaks down
like this. Two chapters have no members, two chapters with 1 member, one
with 3, one with 4, three with 5, two
with 6, and six with 7 members.
We also have three chapters with
high membership numbers. They are
the Chicagoland MG Club with 38
members, the Emerald Necklace MG
Register with 31 members, and the
Peachtree MG Register at 29 members.
The Vice-Chairman’s annual work
includes mailing “re-affiliation” forms,
in the beginning of the year, to all our
chapters. It is amazing how many of
these forms get returned by the post
office as undeliverable. We cannot
ask the chapters enough to let us know
when your change officers and/or
mailing addresses. It is a simple matter of visiting our website and updating
the listing for you club. It would go a
long way to save your Vice Chairman
and our Webmaster, Rick Brown, a lot
of extra work.
MGB DRIVER
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The Vice-Chairman, as representative to the MG Council, reported
that planning is under way for the big
quinquennial meeting with all the
North American MG Registers. There
has been some lobbying by some of
the Western MG clubs for a west coast
event, but no decisions have been
made yet. On a note of interest, Rick
Ingram, former NAMGBR Chairman,
has been chosen as Executive Director
of the MG Council for another term.
For more information on the North
American Council of MG Register,
check out their website at http://www.
mgcar.org.uk/mgcouncil.
Secretary’s Report:
Jerome Rosenburger
Jerome Rosenberger reiterated
that we had a
verysuccessful
year. Our membership numbers
have increased
from 1830 at last
year’s AGM to the
present level of
1901. In addition to the usual recruitment sources,
we recruited 15 new members at MG
2007 and at the University Motors
Summer Party we only recruited four
new members, but we did manage to
bring a half dozen lapsed members
back to our ranks.
The Secretary attributes the success to improved response time to the
membership, a series of very successful conventions, and the “new and
improved, all color” MGB Driver. With
special thanks to Robert, Charles, and
Kim for going the extra mile with the
newsletter. Having assets like these,
it’s much easier to keep your members.
In closing the Secretary called
upon the other Executive officers,
Coordinators, and Registrars to make
member service, recruitment, retention, and getting the membership over
2000 their primary goals in during the
next year.

13

AGM 2007
Treasurer’s Report:
Alan Magnuson
Alan Magnuson reported that
this past fiscal year
has seen continued strengthening
of our membership which has
resulted in a very
strong financial
year. In 2007, we
had income of
$79,904.26.
The largest source of income continues to be dues, then income from
car shows, advertising, and regalia.
Expenses for the fiscal year were
$60,267.20. Printing of the Driver and
the Mutual Aid Directory being our
largest expense, followed by car shows,
insurance, banking fees, postage,
office expenses and regalia. Our net
Ordinary Income is $19,637.06.
Full reports have been presented
to the NAMGBR officers and membership, via the MGB Driver, as required by
the constitution and by-laws.
MGB Driver Editor’s Report:
Robert Rushing
Robert Rushing reported
2007 has been a
fantastic year for
the MGB Driver.
We switched printers from Kingery
Printing in Effingham, Illinois
to Image Graphics in Paducah,
Kentucky. The January/February issue
had a color cover with black & white
interior as a test of their quality and
ability to produce the issue successfully. Image Graphic’s cost per issue
in full-color was less than the cost per
issue of Kingery printing in only black
& white. This allowed us to switch to a
full-color format for each issue starting
with the March/April issue.
Currently, we have articles for
14

at least two issues on hand and are
always on the look out for quality
material to present to the membership.
He would like to thank everyone who
provided photos, articles, and entries
over the past year. Charles and he
looks forward to 2008 and hope that
they can surpass the quality of the
past year.
Advertising Coordinator:
Charles de Bourbon
Charles de
Bourbon reported
that he is honored
to have taken
on the position
of Advertising
Coordinator. He
regrets seeing Pete
Cosmides move on
from this position. Peter did a
great job of setting me up as Advertising Coordinator. Peter was definitely
instrumental in pointing me in the
right direction with regards to our
advertisers.
There was minimal increase in
advertising rates this past year. This
is the first increase in these rates since
the creation of the MGB Driver in 1991.
The MGB Driver magazine remains
an affordable option for smaller advertisers by the introduction of smaller
sized ads. These ads create a new niche
advertiser for MGB Driver, the limited
advertisers, who are interested advertising for 1 or 2 issues only. Classified
ads have a minor change. All classified
ads have expiration date in the lower
right hand corner of each ad. It lets
advertisers and NAMGBR membership
know when the classified ad was first
run. All classified ads have a 3 issue
maximum.
Advertising account information
has been streamlined. Advertisers
send their checks to him, he scans
and record them, and then sends
them to our Treasurer. The purpose
of this is to have a first hand account
of each check sent, the date sent,
and the amount. As time passes, this
eliminates guess work and requests
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for researching information. This also
creates a back up for our Treasurer
if he requires a copy of an invoice or
a check in regards to the MGB Driver
advertisers.
This year we have lost one advertiser, but gained two. All our advertisers are currently paid up to date. He
has created advertising cards sent to
all our membership clubs for distribution to potential advertisers.
In 2008 it is his intention to institute a public relations/marketing plan
for the MGB Driver by creating market
regions in the US and Canada. In closing he’d like to ask the membership to
send him leads for potential advertisers in the future.
Publicity Coordinator:
Richard Liddick
Richard Liddick reported that
for 2007, he posted
information about
the MG 2007 convention at Rohnert
Park California, on
various web auto
events calendars.
As far as, written
articles or pieces
about the Register go, he did not send
anything out. As he has said before,
with the advent of the World Wide Web
most of what this position was originally set up for is no longer needed
since the local chapters get the word
out about their events.
The position of publicity coordinator should be redefined to blend in with
the changing media. He would like to
offer the position up to another member out there that may have a fresh
approach and new
ideas on getting the
word out about the
Register, the chapters, and our events.
He will continue
doing what he has
been doing until
that member steps
forward.
100/200K Coordinator: Jai Deagan
MGB DRIVER
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Jai Deagan reported that there is a
1-2 year supply of dash plaques (20) for
the 100k registry and probably close to
100 plaques for the 200k registry.
The database currently contains
154 cars with almost 140 members.
There are several members who have
registered more than one car in this
sub‑register. There were four members
who requested to join the 100k Register
and one who joined the 200k since my
last report.
Most of the members applying for
admission to this sub registry are relatively new members have joined within
the last two or three years.
Many different models of MGs are
represented in the registry. The greatest majority of owners have an MGB or
MGB/GT. Next most plentiful model is
Midgets and several MGC and MGC/
GTs. Members have joined this subregister from north to south and from
coast to coast. It appears that a majority of the members of this sub‑Register
are still members in good standing of
NAMGBR.
He converted the database to MS
Access and sent a copy to the Secretary.
He occasionally receives a request for
admission to this registry from persons
who are not members. When this occurs, he sends them a polite response
with information on joining NAMGBR.
Concours Coordinator:
Paul Hanley
Paul Hanley
reported that it was
another banner
year for Concours
participation. This
year’s “Top Point
MG” was displayed
with five other
pristine examples
of the Marque on
the show field at
MG2007. Regretfully, he was not able
to see first hand these as-original,
highly maintained vehicles. However,
Mr. Robert Gloyd, a seasoned veteran
of Concours judging graciously offered
to perform the scrutinizing duties of
the day. Accompanied by gracious
members of the host club, a team of
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knowledgeable enthusiast examined
each of the cars for originality and
condition – the two tenants of the Concours Program.
For the last five years, Concours
participation has netted at least six
participants each year – most years
assembling twice that number. There
have been four judges assist with the
examinations at least two consecutive
years and there are now a couple of
stalwarts that have carried the clipboards three years running. Previous
participant and “Top Point” recipient,
Bill Harris also stepped up to the plate.
As enthusiasm for Concours increases,
so do the judging standards. Thanks
to all.
There was once again a bonus,
unexpected award for “Top Point
MG” – it has graced the cover of MGB
Driver’s Annual Convention Edition
now for the 2nd straight year. Perhaps
a NAMGBR tradition has begun??
Thanks to our editor and his staff for
helping to promote the program.
Lastly, inquiries about originality
and Concours were consistent through
the year. One question consistently
comes up more than any other. What
to do about original tire sizes &
manufacturers if one hopes to participate in Concours. And the answer
is always the same. Go for safety. A
period correct tread design is partially
what judges look for. 165/14’s or even
175/14’s may net a point or so deduction for originality, but don’t sweat the
small stuff… Concours will always be
about a much bigger picture.
Regalia Coordinator:
Elvin Davis
Elvin Davis
reported that this
year we have sold
22 grille badges, 8
key fobs, 9 window
decals, 3 back issues of the Driver,
26 back issue CDs,
5 coffee mugs, and
3 golf shirts.
Total sales:
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$1087.80
Total expenses: $62.73
Net income: $1025.07
Mutual Aid Directory
Bruce Wycoff
Bruce Wyckoff
reported that 2007
turned out to be
another successful
year for the Mutual
Aid Directory.
For those not
familiar with the
MAD booklet, we
print a list of recommended repair
shop around the United States and
Canada, submitted by the members
of the B Register. In the event you are
traveling through the US or Canada
and you have auto problems, hopefully, there will be a MG friendly repair
shop near by.
In addition to the listed repair
shops, a large number of NAMGBR
members have volunteered to have
their contact information listed in the
directory as well. By doing so, each
member has pledged to help a fellow
register member if the occasion should
arise.
Also listed in the directory were
85+ chapters of the register with names
and contact information. I would encourage any of our traveling members
to contact the local chapter if you are
in the area.
A number of advertisers were
involved with publishing this year’s
MAD. This year’s advertisers included
Moss Motors, Sports Car Craftsmen,
Eric Jones, JC Taylor, Eclectic Motorworks, Victoria British, University Motors, All British Car Repair, Autosport,
Apple Hydraulics and Little British Car
Company – all helped to make this
years MAD possible. Thank you to all
our advertisers.
Again, this year, we had a couple
of members that wrote in the MGB
Driver about their travels to MG 2007
and the need to pull the little blue
book from their glove box. We hope
you never have to use the MAD when
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you travel, but it’s great to have if there
is an emergency.
The plans are in the works for the
2008 version of MAD. If you have a
repair shop that you would like to recommend, please contact me through
the web site or my email address on
Page 3 of the MGB Driver.
There was a discussion on how to
make car model registration easier,
especially for Midget and 1100/1300
owners. At present, the only form going into the new member packet was
for the one for MGB owners. It was felt
that this oversight was leading to low
registration of Midgets and 1100/1300.
The Secretary agreed to reword the
“Welcome” letter to new members
and to include forms for Midgets &
1100/1300s in
the new member
packet.

Awards

After the break
was the announcement of our regular annual awards
as follows.
• Enthusiast of
Robert Gloyd
the Year: Robert
Gloyd, Centennial,
Colorado
• Chapter of the
Year:
MG Owners Club
– Northern California, El Cerrito,
California
• Newsletter of the
year : “Octagon”,
MGCC Toronto,
Canada
• Good Samaritan of the Year: Brian
Goldsmith, Treynor, Iowa
• Special Award: Sorry Safari Touring
Society, Oakland, California

Elections

During the break, a final tally of
the ballots was calculated and it was
announced that Bruce Wyckoff had
been re-elected Chairman and Alan
Magnuson had been elected Treasurer.
The Executive stated for the record
that they were quite pleased with the
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response to this year’s election. 46%
of the Register Chapters returned their
ballots; in spite of the fact the both
candidates were running unopposed.
We believe this is the best response we
have had in ANY election.

Insurance

Following the election of officers,
there was a discussion on the subject
of insurance. The Secretary outlined
for those present our current general
liability coverage was and what it
covered. Also there was a discussion
about a proposed “Directors and Officer” coverage. There were a number
of questions and concerns from the
regarding liability limits, cost to the
chapters, and whether coverage would
be extended to Canada or not.
The Secretary answered the questions that he could and promised to
follow up with the underwriters on
those he could not.
Next, there was a question from
the floor about the possibility of acquiring a couple gift certificates for an
upcoming holiday party. The Secretary promised to mail them out upon
his return to the office. There being
no further business from the floor, the
meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:00 p.m.
Submitted 11/5/2007
Jerome Rosenberger
Secretary, NAMGBR
Footnote to Minutes: During the
meeting neither Bruce nor I could
find the copy of MGB Registrar Ken
Smith’s, report. It later turned up so I
am including it here with apologies to
Ken for its omission on the day of the
meeting.
MGB Registrar:
Ken Smith
At the time
of this report
(10/14/2007) we
currently have
2906 (+114) MGBs
listed on the database.
These include:

MGB Limited Edtions:
340 (+ 61)
MGB/GT Factory
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V8’s: 18 (+2)
MGB/GT 1967
Specials: 115 (-1)

Since my last report we have
continued to receive registrations at a
steady and regular rate, resulting in
a gain of 114 new entries. Many new
members have sent details of their cars
to me and where possible their registration has been acknowledged by a
personal note or e-mail. Names of new
registrants are also posted in the MGB
Driver.
The largest increase has been seen
in the number of MGB L.E.s registered,
or notified to me – a gain of over 30%.
We have also continued to consolidate the information received from
Steve Harding on the 74 1/2 MGB register into the main database, and this
process is ongoing. Steve relinquished
the position of 74 1/2 Registrar due to
his commitment to MG 2008.
We have continued to receive
requests for information on specific
models and have been able to advise
several members on the purchase of
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an MGB, and possible information
they needed to get the best car for the
money.
The only problem we have experienced is that overseas hackers gained
access to the MGB Registration form
through the NAMGBR web site and
thus we were receiving registrations
touting EDS products, young ladies
wishing to speak with us, and other
scams from Russia, Nigeria, Bosnia
and several other far flung outposts,
none of which had anything to do with
Registering an MGB! Once Rick Brown
was made aware of the situation he
amended the entry code for the Register your MGB section and the number
of false registrations has dropped
dramatically.
Once again, I urge all members
of the NAMGBR to register their MGB
with us, as the more knowledge we
gain, the better equipped we are to assist members in their search of knowledge on their MGB.
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Might Good Driving
Depends on Might Good Preparation

By Phil Smith
Hammer & Tongs Registrar

I

n the second installment of this
Hammer and Tongs series on Driving The MG, I’d like to address The
Equipment, i.e. – The MG. In the
last installment, some aspects of The
Driver and The Interaction between
The Driver and The MG were discussed. The most skilled drivers may
be able to do amazing things with all
sorts of cars, but the universal requirement for skilled car handling is having
a well-prepared automobile.
The newest officially imported MG
is now 27 years old, and while many (if
not most) of the MGs still on the road
have seen some level of restoration, the
timing and quality of those restorations is highly variable. In some cases,
repairs were made in the past to fit a
limited budget – remember that MGs
were advertised (well before the MGB)
as “cheap and cheerful”, and so while
maybe not the first owner, but the second or third owner of an inexpensive
used sports car probably was not flush
with cash. Needed repairs can usually
be done cheaply or correctly, but not
often both.
The point of all this is that while
your MGB or Midget may look great,
unless you have with your own hands
disassembled and rebuilt (properly)
every component and system, you
have to assume that somewhere lurking in there are demons just waiting
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to impair your enjoyment of the MG.
Whether your car sees only occasional
sunny-day use and you really don’t
think about the sport of driving, or
you really enjoy honing your skills in a
competent sporting car, a system failure can delay your progress – the least
that will happen – or cause you to lose
some aspect of control over the car,
which can have catastrophic results for
you and the car. As a Hammer and
Tongs Driver, we will assume that your
MG sees regular sporting use and that
you take a certain degree of pleasure
in exercising above-average skill in
handling the machine, which means,
any compromise of any system impairs
your ability to safely extract what the
car has to offer!
Why is it that there is a market
for expensive performance-enhancing
equipment to augment or replace what
came on the car, when the most common loss of performance is the result
of inadequately maintained factorydesigned systems?
I believe it was John Twist who was
the first person I heard articulate what
I will paraphrase as The Fundamental
Rule; If you don’t have brakes, nothing else really matters. The braking
system does not start with the master
cylinder and end with the brake pads;
it starts with your leg and ends with
the road. I addressed the driver’s use
of the controls in the last article, so
for this article, consider the braking
system to start with the pedal and
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end with the road. Brakes work by
translating your leg force on the pedal
into friction between the tire and the
road which opposes the car’s forward
motion; anything that stands in the
way of that translation means a loss of
braking ability.
Among the items to check and rectify are the pedal bushings, the master
cylinder, the brake fluid, all the brake
lines (I recall one trip with another
MG driver who had his rear brake line
burst – from corrosion – in hilly countryside. I’m not sure what was scarier,
the thought of the potential for disaster
from the sudden loss of brakes, or the
fact that he made the “repair” at the
roadside by using Vise-Grips to crimp
the rear line under the bonnet and
then continued the tour), the calipers
and slave cylinders, the brake lining
material, the rotors and rear drums,
the wheel bearings and seals, the hub
splines or wheel bolts, and finally, the
tires. Poor performance in any of these
areas impairs your ability to use the
brakes to control the car’s acceleration
and trajectory, and failure of any of
these parts means you lose your ability
to voluntarily slow and stop.

20
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Take the time this winter to put
your car up on jackstands, and start
with the pedal pads and work your
way through every mechanical and
hydraulic bit that affects the brakes
– if all is well, this will take you ten
minutes. If you have to spend two
weekends and some dollars to replace
worn-out parts, consider that a cheap
life-insurance policy, not to mention
an inexpensive way to improve your
MG’s performance. Brakes are too
critical to experiment with; if you really know how to fix things correctly
yourself, have at it; but if you have
even the slightest doubt about the right
way to do something, take the car to
somebody who does, and hire it done
– or better yet, ask questions and get
them to teach you the correct methods.
I’m sure the frequency of various
defects varies in different areas, but
I would guess the five most common
problems in MG brakes are old fluid
(should be flushed and changed every
three years), tired hoses (each side
on the front, and between the hard
line under the car and the rear axle),
stuck pistons in the calipers or slave
cylinders, corroded rear brake lines,
and oily rear brakes (from failed axle
seals).
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Recommended Books
For Gear Heads

By Phil Smith
Hammer & Tongs Registrar

S

ome of my favorites in my automotive library…

General Reference:

“….To Win” series of books, by Carroll
Smith
This is a
series of books
covering various aspects
of motor
competition.
“Prepare to
Win” and
“Tune to Win”
are particularly apt for the DIY enthusiast/home mechanic. “Drive to
Win” has some good nuggets. Nuts,
Bolts, and Fasteners, and Plumbing
(originally called “Screw to Win”), and
“Engineer to Win” are of most help if
you’re building a dedicated track car or
competition car.
“Bosch Automotive Handbook”, Robert Bentley Publishers
A comprehensive little book that
is not a mechanic’s
manual, rather
a descriptive text
written to explain
the basic theory
and application
behind the mechanical systems
and engineering
in the modern automobile. This book,
as well as the Carroll Smith books, are
my primary reference sources, and
would be my recommendation for your
first $100-200 of spending on books
– the ‘101’ list.
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“The Motor Vehicle”, by Newton/
Steeds/Garrett
ed., SAE publications
Like an
expanded
version of the
Bosch book, and
it covers more
ground including
vehicle dynamics etc. I like it a
lot – whereas the
Bosch book lives
in my shop, this
one lives in my
study and becomes evening reading
when I have questions about things
like just exactly what’s the difference
between a Quaife Torsen and a clutch
pack. This book is on my ‘102’ list
“Dyke’s Automobile Handbook”, any
edition;
You’ll find
these in antique
book stores.
These were written in the early
era of dedicated
automobile
mechanics (vs.
blacksmiths who
fixed cars), and
really cover the
basic territory of
how to service
the mechanical systems on
the car – like, how to arrange your
tools, how to use jacks/stands, how to
pack bearings, how to do all kinds of
stuff. Some of it is of course obsolete,
but much of it remains relevant to
understanding how your car works (for
example, the principles of ignition systems remain the same, even if DME is
way advanced technology compared to
points/condenser systems). I’d put this
on the “supplemental reading’ list.

Specifics:
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“Chassis Engineering”, by Adams,
HP Books
Superficial,
but worth reading to gain a basic understanding of just what
you’re playing
with when you
alter ride height,
springs, shocks,
bars, etc…. This
one is on my
‘102’ list.
“Engine Blueprinting”, by Voegelin,
S-A Design
If you’re
going to have
an engine built,
or do it yourself,
read this one.
Even though it’s
about blueprinting a Detroit V8,
the principles
of what has to
happen to optimize your motor
remain true. Factories, even Porsche,
just can’t take the time or spend the
money to really extract the most of our
each motor they build. You can. This
book is on the ‘201’ list.
“Fundamentals of Vehicle Dynamics”,
by Thomas Gillespie, SAE publications
This is the
physics/engineering
modeling calculus
behind suspension/
brakes/tires/power.
I like it, even if I
can’t always follow
the calculus. If
you appreciate the
calculus sufficiently
to understand the
contribution of various terms, you’ll
get a lot from this. If you’re not into
understanding the reasons for why the
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systems work as the do, you won’t enjoy this. This book is on the ‘301’ list.
“Proficient Motorcycling”, by Hough,
Bowtie Press
This is my
favorite “how
to drive well”
book. “Going
Faster” etc. are
great, but this
one is a gem.
On my ‘102’ list.

“Zen and The Art of Motorcycle Maintenance”, Robert
Pirsig
Not at all
about mechanics per se, but
it’s all about
mechanics and
one’s perceptions of why
and what we’re
doing. I highly
recommend it
if you have any
fear at all of
trying something new or
your car scares you. Let’s put this one
on the ‘recommended supplemental
reading’ list.
Others:
“Machinists Handbook”, current ed.
A handy little book to have in
the shop – has all the materials data
/ dimensions / conversions / practical
calculations you could ever want.
“Internal Fire”, by Cummins, SAE
publications
A history of the internal combustion engine. Very interesting reading!
“Automobile Design”, by Braker and
Harding, SAE publications
Biographies of perhaps the twelve
most influential automotive designers
and their works. Great reading!
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Letters to the Editor
Dear MGB Driver,
I noticed on the website that you have
the following instructions listed for photos:
“Photographs - add greatly to stories.
We use high-resolution grayscale scans.
The preferred method of submission is to
mail photographs to the editor. Be sure to
include a self-addressed-stamped-envelope
with sufficient postage if you wish to have
your photographs returned.”
You may want to change the reference
to grayscale scans now that the publication is all in color.
—Peter Mittler

A few weeks ago, I ordered a copy
of the BMHT MGB bodyshell and parts
brochure from this website: www.bmh-ltd.
com. It is a thing of beauty. It not only
shows the shells, but all of the individual
parts that are available for the B and the
BGT.
I am thinking of getting mine framed
and hanging it in the garage. I was surprised at the quality of the brochure.
Just thought I would let everyone
know of the availability.
—Ron Walsh
Thanks Ron!

Great catch Peter! It’s so easy to
forget about things like that, but it’s
important that we have the correct
info listed so we get what we need. We
have corrected the text to ask for highresolution data files or copies of photos
to be scanned.

Robert;
The MGB Rally Gear article looks
great! The photos scanned far better than
I had hoped and the layout is really pleasing. Two things-the astute MG-o-phile may
notice one – the headlamps pictured are
not Lucas Le Mans – they are 700 series
that I had photographed, and have a
Lucas emblem molded in the center of the
glass. The Le Mans lamps will have the
word Le Mans molded into the glass in a
large script as that is their hallmark.
The lamps in the photos are MGA
vintage and good for a MKI and
II MGAs. I and my wife and friends
are perhaps the only one who noticed
the second error – my name is Tony
and not Terry! It is incorrect in the
table of contents as well.
God Bless,
—Tony Brown
Tony, I’m horrified at my
mistake. I’ve got a friend named
Terry Brown (who I don’t even like
that much – darn you Terry!) so
I neglectfully gave him credit for
your hard work. I have made sure
I corrected that on your second
installment which appears later in
this issue.

Hi, Robert,
For the technical issue, can you add
a note to tell people about the colorized
wiring diagrams I have posted on the
Internet? I have redrawn all the wiring
diagrams for all years of the MGB (33
drawings in all) to make them easier to
read, as well as drawing all the wires in
the actual colors. They can be found at my
website: www.advanceautowire.com
These can be a big help to anyone
who’s been struggling with electrical problems in an MGB (and who hasn’t?). These
are drawn at 11x17, and can be taken to
Kinko’s or similar and blown up to just
about any size you want. Some folks blow
them up, have them laminated, and then
hang them on the wall so they can read
them while under/in/on the car.
Regards,
Dan Masters
MGB V8 & Modified Registrar
Thanks Dan! I know all the members really appreciate your efforts with
these diagrams.
Dear Editor:
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NAMGBR Members,
It gives me great pleasure to inform
you that The MG Car Club of Toronto has
been selected to host MG2010.
There were a number of factors
contributing to this decision including the
“track record” of the MGCCT in hosting
a large event of this type, the enthusiasm
of the MG2010 Event Chair and Proposal
Committee, and the desirable location of
Belleville, ON, to name a few.
I look forward to working with you
on this Event and will schedule some time
with you in Toronto sometime next year for
some advance planning.
In the meantime, please feel free to
contact me with questions or thoughts.
Cheers
—Tony Burgess
NAMGBR Convention Coordinator
Thanks for the announcement
Tony! Their presentation was top
notch at the AGM.
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I hope this doesn’t discourage others from sending in their great articles
like you did! I know how much work
goes into writing and I want to give
credit where credit is due. I also hope
this doesn’t encourage any smart-alecky replies.
Dear Roebart Roshingg,
All this discussion of typos in the new
issue. And then you spell past-Secretary/
current-100K Registrar Deagan’s name
wrong in the new issue. Twice.
I’d cast the first stone, but then you’d
just read through old issues
and declare me ineligible (plenty of evidence).
Cinsearly,
Kim Tonry
MGB Driver Editor Emeritus
Kim, you don’t know that half of
it! I screwed up Jai’s name. I listed
Tony Brown’s name wrong. I messed
up Cecil Kimber’s date of death in
the previous issue and I won’t even
mention all the mistakes I’ve caught
that no one else has pointed out. A
thousand times sorry to all involved!
I can’t use the excuse that I’m still
learning any longer. So I’ll just have
to come up with something new. I got
it – I had something in my eye. I mean
both my eyes. I mean… Hey, what the
heck is an “emeritus” anyway? Sounds
like a disease.
On the road, summer of ‘07.
Dennis and Denise Silance, Readers, PA
in a ‘75 Midget, with Ed and Angie Haas
from Nazereth, PA in their 1980 LE.
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MG2008 Update•June 25-29

To get an idea of the scale of this park, those colored specs are parked cars. Also this is a
part of a much larger Reservoir just to the north. Great MG driving territory.

O

ur schedule is shaping up into
a very exciting week at the
Sheraton Park Ridge Host Hotel,
Valley Forge National Park, and Green
Lane Park, site of the car show.
Wednesday, June 25, is registration from 4 pm to 8 pm at the Host
Hotel followed by a cocktail party
around the swimming pool to welcome
everyone from 7 pm to 9 pm. Appetizers will be provided compliments of the
Philadelphia MG Club.
Thursday starts off with the Great
American Trolley Company and a
fully narrated tour of the Historic City
of Brotherly Love. Round trip transportation is provided, along with a
step-on guide, and visits to: Christ
Church, Independence Hall, Independence National Historical Park which
has the Liberty Bell, Congress Hall,
and the National Constitution Center,
Betsy Ross House, Penn’s Landing,
Society Hill, and a walk through South
Street on your own. The bus will leave
the Hotel at 9 am and return at 3 pm.
Also, available will be self-driv26
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ing tours of Bucks and Chester County
covered bridges, Valley Forge National
Park is 5 minutes from the Hotel.
Valley Forge was not a battlefield but
more a gathering place for George
Washington’s Army in the winter of
1777-78. Ironically 2000 soldiers died
at Valley Forge but not from a battle
against another Army, rather a battle
with the elements. The National Park
Office has lots of self guided tours and
some even utilize your cell phone so
you can listen to recordings describing
the different landmarks.
The King of Prussia Mall is the
second largest in the U.S. is just around
the corner and free shuttle service
is provided by the hotel. Other self
guided tours to Longwood Gardens,
the USS New Jersey Battleship, QVC,
and Amish Country with a world famous smorgasbord called “The Shady
Maple” on the way. There is also a
car and train museum to visit in the
Amish area. A special road trip is
planned to a local Dynamometer to
check your cars performance.
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Others can take advantage of the
many self-driving tours, shop at
the Mall, or drive into the City
of Brotherly Love for some great
guided tours of our fair City.
Also going on both Thursday
and Friday will be Tech sessions
throughout the morning and afternoon. Featured presenters will
be John Twist of University Motors
doing his famous rolling tech
session along with three other
sessions – Pete Cosmides of Motor
Car Garage on lowering your car
and converting rubber bumper
to chrome among several others;
Glenn Davis Esq. on Classic Car
Insurance; and Terry Allen of
Keystone Club on detailing your
car, and others to be featured in a
later article.
Friday Night will prove to be
a real BLAST! We will start with
a DJ in the parking lot of the Host
Hotel and have available a cash
bar provided by the Hotel serving
several local beers like Yuengling
Beer from Pottsville, Pennsylvania. We will be parking you
“Drive-in Movie” style so you will
be facing our 22-foot inflatable
screen to view our film at dusk.
Saturday morning we rise
to clean our cars and take a nice
40-minute ride to the show field
at Green Lane County Park. You
Back of the Sheraton Park Ridge. The AGM group
will be impressed with this setting
gets a tour of the hotel inside and out.
surrounded by a Reservoir and
Water Fall with camping, boating,
Thursday night looks to be a blast
and fishing available along with
with a big time BBQ at Mermaid Lake.
a green screen to photograph you and
This is not just any BBQ, an Irish
your car on a National MG magazine
three-man Celtic Band will be playcover. The show will start at 9 am and
ing, horse shoes are available for the
end at 3 pm run by our friends from
athletic, and there will be lots of food
the Keystone MG Club. An alternate
and drink. It’s a great place to really
route back to the Hotel will be provided
let your hair down.
to see the beautiful country side that
Friday is more of the same but inWashington’s men traveled to and
stead of a bus tour we will lead a drivfrom Valley Forge. The Banquet will
ing tour through covered Bridges and
begin at 7 pm but not before cocktails
end up at the Shady Maple for lunch.
at 6 pm with a silent auction to help
You better bring a big appetite. Finish
you settle into the banquet spirit. Wait
it with a drive through some Amish
till you see the awards, they are so
Countryside and back to the Hotel.
cool!!28
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The Late Great RV-8
Comes to the States

Tom Raddatz with his MGR V-8
By Kim Tonry
Chicagoland MG Club

F

ifteen years ago, during the summer of 1992, some of the most
exciting MG news since MG’s ignominious demise twelve years before
started filtering across the Atlantic
from The Rover Group. June brought
broad hints of the re-emergence of MG
sports cars, the first since the closure
of the Abingdon plant. The revival
of production of the MGB body shell
in 1988 by British Motor Heritage on
the re-located original tooling laid the
groundwork for the emergence of a
phenomenal new MG sports car at the
Birmingham Auto Show that October
– the MG RV8.
Tom Raddatz of Chicago was one
of many American enthusiasts excited
to see MG become a sports car marque
again. He still has the yellowed pages
of the December 1992 English magazine, ‘MG Enthusiast’, with one of the
first articles about the new car. Those
pages became the inspiration for a
long term quest – to own an RV8.
This quest wasn’t easy. First off,
the car was conceived as an exclusive,
low-production model to regain traction as a sports car marque. The MG
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name had disappeared in 1980
and then reappeared in 1982 as
a sporty badge-variant of the
various Leyland Metro, Montego,
and Maestro hatchbacks and
sedans. The two-seater sports
car that made MG’s formidable
reputation had faded away. The
RV8 was intended to be limited
to a production run of no more
than 2000 cars. All in right hand
drive. So there were no RV8s to be
had on this continent. They were
primarily sold in England, Europe,
Australia, and Japan.
What a car! The basic body
structure is MGB; but with beautifully flared fenders, re-designed
bumpers, a 3.9 litre 190-bhp Rover
aluminum V8, redesigned suspension, a Connolly leather interior – in
total, a gorgeous package. Its £25,000
price was stiff, a bit out of the MGB’s
“everyman’s sports car” range, but not
unreasonable.
The October introduction
prompted Tom to send a $2000 check
to a London dealer and try to place
an order for the car. The check was
reluctantly returned with a nice note
regretting the lack of a North American market version the dealer could
sell him.
Three years later, on a trip to
England, Tom was able to persuade
another English Rover/MG dealer to let
him test drive an RV8 even though it
was readily apparent that he was not
going to be able to respond to a “What
would it take to put you in this car
today?” proposition. But that drive set
the hook even deeper.
Tom’s first thought was to clone
the car. The most practical thing for
an American MG enthusiast seemed
to be to start with a solid MGB shell,
the same basis as the production item,
and obtain the redesigned fenders and
other gear that updated and up-rated
the car. Such a British clone seen in a
magazine piece was impressive, but
29
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looked slightly odd sporting a standard
MGB windscreen rather than the more
integrated unit on the RV8. Tom met
English MG parts supplier Mike Satur
at MG ‘95 in Lake Tahoe which lead to
discussions of this possibility. And Tom
still has ad circulars from Mr. Satur
illustrating a left-hand drive version
of the distinctive RV8 dashboard. But
this proved not to be an inexpensive
or practical route. The parts needed
were elusive and pricey. And shipping
overseas added to the difficulties.
So the RV8 remained mostly unseen on this side of the Atlantic. The
lone sighting here was when the RV8
owned by Roche Bentley of the English
MG Owner’s Club was brought into
the U.S. in 1994 by the MG Car Club,
Washington D.C. Centre as a temporary import. The D.C. club hosted
NAMGBR’s MG ’94 convention and the
RV8 made a huge impression as it was
displayed at the show and driven in
the effort to be listed in the Guinness
Book of World Records as the largest
single marque procession.
Tom found the RV8 website administered by Jim Dolbel from Australia, www.MGRV8.com. Tom began
communicating with Mr. Dolbel and
asked if he might know of a damaged
or salvaged RV8. These inquiries lead
to a lead on two RV8s in the Cayman
Islands that had suffered damage
in Hurricane Ivan. His first contact

Cayman Island MGR-V8 find.
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MGR-V8, as it arrived in Miami.
was Craig Fulton, whose insurance
company had already totaled his car.
Craig put Tom in contact with William Nixon who also had an RV8 that
was swamped in the hurricane. A deal
was struck and Tom finally thought he
had his car. Speaking to Craig Fulton
again, Tom was told that Craig had
heard Mr. Nixon had sold the car. Tom
thought this referred to himself, but no
– he found that Mr. Nixon had sold it
out from under him to local Cayman
squash champion Dean Watson. Tom
immediately contacted Mr. Watson
and offered to double his money, but
was told no sale. One month later,
Dean relented and committed to selling the car. Tom carefully considered
the economics of the transaction. An
RV8 bodyshell sourced from England
would cost $12,000 plus shipping to
the East Coast, then require further
transport to Chicago. The shipping
cost would be cheaper from the
Caymans to Miami than England to New York, Boston, or
Baltimore. And the fact that Tom
vacations in Key West put him in
a familiar neighborhood to pick
up the car.
So in November 2005 Tom
and his business partner journeyed to Grand Cayman and he
got his first look at his purchase.
The car was complete, but suffering the effects of two days of
salt water immersion inflicted by
the hurricane. It was originally
one of many RV8s sold in Japan.
From Japan it had been then
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then made their way back north.
“Logistically it was a nightmare”
says Tom. “So then we got it back
– and that was the easy part. Now I
had to rebuild it.”
Jack Hawkins of Bishop Hill, Illinois, who had done the bodywork
and paint on an MGA for Tom, said
he wasn’t doing MGs anymore. But
when Tom explained the project, Jack
relented and said he would do the car
and did a beautiful job. The Woodcote
Green body was re-sprayed in Nightfire
Using a plywood ramp to unload is daunting. Red, carefully matched to the original
Rover color.
been exported to the Caymans. With
Then he needed to do the meCraig Fulton’s help, a local body shop
chanicals. Tom says, “I can put things
was rented and utilized to dismantle
back together, but I never claimed to
the car. Working after business hours
be a mechanic.” Fellow Chicagoland
overnight, they set about dismantling
MG Club member and racer Scott
the entire car. In the morning the shop
Fohrman recommended Dick Luening
opened so they had to get out and went
of MGs Limited in Greenfield, Wisconscuba diving. The diver/car dismansin. Dick was engaged to refurbish the
tlers returned after the shop closed
3.9 litre Rover V8 engine which got a
again for the day and finished the job.
.020 over re-bore and new pistons from
In a total of twenty working hours, the
Germany. “Basically we had a coffee
complete car was reduced to ‘salvaged
can of salt and sand in each cylinder
car parts’. The body shop owner was
because the car had been swamped”.
paid to crate and pack the MiamiDick did all the driveline mechanical
bound container. Tom had a major
refurbishing work and his shop did the
shock upon receipt in Miami to find
overall reconstruction. Despite finding
the crating did not take place and to
sand and salt crammed everywhere,
see his treasure had been haphazardly
“Sand in the differential, sand and salt
stuffed loose into the container. His
in the trans. Sand and salt in every
words about the individual engaged to
nook and cranny of the car”. The car
do the crating are not kind.
was cleaned up and made serviceable
It took two different
carriers and several different brokers to arrange the
transport of the container
from the Caymans to Miami. A brokerage house was
hired to take the car off of
the docks and to a trucking
company. The Bill of Lading
had to list every part and
ran ten pages. Tom and his
business partner drove from
Chicago to Miami in Tom’s
truck, bought a used trailer
there, went to the trucking
company lot where Tom
built a ramp with a bunch
of 2x12s to offload from the
MGR V-8 crafted dash and upholstry, a perfect interior.
container to his trailer. They
MGB DRIVER

January/February 2008

31

Late Great RV-8
again. A search for a replacement
wiring loom was unproductive
and it fell to fellow Chicagoland
MG Club member Dino Perez
(of MGB Limo fame) to coax the
electrics back to life, saving the
original loom despite its saltwater
bath.
Modern cars are run by
computers rather than SU carbs
and Lucas distributors, and the
RV8 is no exception. The original
processor was devastated by the
salt bath and a replacement was
procured from original supplier
RPI Engineering of Norwich, Eng- Engine bay that reflects the workmanship put in.
land. Mods for greater power and
to find out where they sourced these
fuel economy trebled the originally
parts from all over.”
quoted price, but proved their worth.
Tom’s original objective to have
The dash was re-veneered by a
the car together in time to take it to
craftsman in California at Madeira
MG 2006 proved too ambitious, but
Concepts. Tom sent them the original
the car was getting tantalizingly close
dash and they pulled it apart and reby fall of 2007 as the Chicago British
veneered it in Burr Walnut replacing
Car Festival approached. After a three
the original damaged Burled Elm.
day/night thrash session by Tom and
Restoring the distinctive interior
Dino Perez, the car made its debut.
was the hardest part of the whole
Tom trailered the car to the show and
restoration according to Tom. The
then drove it onto the showfield. The
original was damaged beyond acceptsound of the approaching, rumbling
able use but proved valuable as it was
V8 and its stunning appearance had
pulled out and used as a pattern for
a magnetic effect on the gathered
the fabrication of a new one in Ferrari
throngs and a crowd immediately conTan English leather by Isaac’s Cusverged on the car.
tom Interiors in Skokie, Illinois. It’s a
There is still ongoing work being
slightly darker and richer color than
conducted. There is an issue with heat
the original and nicely sets off the
entering the cabin that needs to be
vibrant red of the Nightfire paint.
Parts suppliers Clive Wheatley and solved. Especially because Tom has
elected not to re-install the air condiBrown & Gammons in England were
tioning that came factory-installed.
essential to the project. Clive Wheatley
Dino is still tracking down some
specializes in Rover V8 parts for both
electrical gremlins (imagine that in a
original factory V8s and conversions.
British car that’s had a salt bath!) The
Brown & Gammons is a key supplier
directional indicators worked initially
for RV8 specific parts. The parts are
but then went on sabbatical. The stereo
not inexpensive. A replacement tailin the center console is for looks only
light fixture, a unique item Rover deright now; it’s not hooked up. There
signed and had tooled specifically for
the RV8 runs £165 ($330.00). The same are still a few original parts that Tom
intends to replace, but new ones have
item for an MGB runs $109.95 from
been elusive. The seatbelts are serviceMoss. The unique headlight surrounds
able but a bit worse for the wear in apshow up occasionally on eBay and go
pearance as is the gearshift knob. Tom
for big money. Says Tom, “The guy I’d
like to meet is Rover’s acquisition agent feels he needs a new top, but he isn’t
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too worried about it as he rarely puts
the top up on any of his MGs. Thus
Tom’s continuing interest in eBay RV8
listings. His daughter is currently attending school in Limerick, Ireland so
a planned visit may just result in some
parts showing up in his luggage.
On a Fall Sunday afternoon, after
attending a car show, Tom came to my
home in the car to be interviewed for
this article. The new instruments (asoriginal VDOs sourced from Germany
to replace the hurricane-trashed originals) only registered 170 miles since
the car hit the road again. The effect of
this car rumbling down my street was
absolutely electrifying. The custom
exhaust system Dick Luening fabricated does an incredible job. The sound
alone is worth the price of admission.
As Tom turned into my driveway, it
brought my hot-rodder neighbor trotting out yelling over anxious to know
“What IS that?”
The effect of seeing a car in my
drive that I never expected to ever see
there is stunning. An invitation to sit
in the left hand seat for a ride did not
have to be repeated. Tom describes the
feel of the car as being like a heavier,
well-planted MGB but WAY more

powerful. There are some tweaks to
be done on the suspension, but it feels
great as is. Tom proudly pointed out
that backing off the throttle pays off
with a magnificent V8 burble. Dick
Luening’s work on the exhaust pays off
with a sound that’s way more satisfying than a working CD player.
There was not a lot of discussion of
registering and plating. Tom just says
there are a lot of rules to be followed.
So he did. The car is insured by a major specialty provider.
The cost? The original deal on the
stricken car was for $5000. That quickly doubled when it was sold to Dean
Watson. In the end, Tom estimates he
has $30,000 invested in the car. Plus
he guesses he put over 5000 miles on
his other cars running all over the
Midwest getting the work done. Out
to Bishop Hill in western Illinois for
the body, Milwaukee for the reassembly, Skokie for the interior. There were
numerous trips back and forth to run
parts and just to see the work being
done. Let alone the trip from Florida
to Illinois... But it is the only one in the
country.
“If you really want something, you
gotta go after it.”

Tom Raddatz with his MGR V-8 rear view.
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Lesson Learned

Big trouble from tiny things. Sometimes the cure is right under your nose.

Limping home on 3 wheel trailor.
By Bill Wilson
Appalachian British Car Society

I

t was on a Saturday afternoon late
in May, it was hot and the sky was
clear. It was a perfect day to take a
spin in a LBC with the top down. Debbie and I drove our little red 72 MGB to
a beautiful park a few miles away to
a cookout. It was a graduation party
for my niece Lauren, who I am proud
to say, graduated with high honors.
The drive over was great. The ”B” ran
smooth, purring along on the crooked
back roads to the mountain park.
We arrived at the shelter and
pulled the car right up front to show
off. Everyone expressed their admiration of the “B”; it’s shinny paint job
and wheels. After unloading the food
and chairs, my younger brother came
up to me and asked if I would take him
to the food market to get more meat for
the burgers. Naturally I said yes and
34

we were off to fetch meat. Again the
car ran perfectly and we arrived at the
store.
When we came out and tried to
start the “B”, it would not hit a lick!
The motor would turn over, but the
engine would not fire. Now, I have had
a few bouts with a fuel pump that had
sticky points. So I raised the boot, got
out the trusty hammer and pecked
the fuel pump. No luck! We raised
the hood and began to look for the
problem. I pulled the fuel line off the
carbs and fuel squirted everywhere.
Well, we were getting fuel. We decided
to push the car away from the front
of the store to a place where we would
have plenty of room to check for the
problem. Pushing the car backwards,
I tried to roll start it. It sputtered, but
would not fire. Again, we started looking and I happened to touch the coil
with my hand. It was hot! I began to
think maybe the coil was breaking
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down, which would mean no fire to
the plugs.
I called back to the party to have
someone come get my brother and
the meat, because I wasn’t going
anywhere with the “B”. I got my older
brother to come get me. We went to
my house and got another coil and
some tools. After changing the coil,
no fire! We checked and cleaned each
plug. Still no fire! Disgusted, hot, and
stranded it was time to throw in the
towel. We went to borrow a trailer
from my cousin to haul in the “B”. My
cousin had loaned the trailer to another friend who had returned it with
a bad bearing on one wheel. We all
stood there looking at the trailer with
only three wheels. It was decided that
it would still haul in the “B” because
the car did not weigh that much.
Arriving back at the car we forced
it onto the trailer, tied it down, and
limped back home. Hot, disgusted,
and embarrassed, it was a sad sight to
see the “B” brought in on a trailer. We
just pushed it in the garage and left it.
Everybody wanted to work on it but I
figured another day when I was cool
and calm would be better to check it
out.
Now, the very next day, my wife
Debbie and I had to go to town for
something or other. So I asked her to
take me to the local auto parts store.
There I picked up a set of new plugs
to try in the car. Later that evening,
MGB DRIVER
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I gapped the plugs and put them in
the engine. As I was walking around
the front of the car, I just happened to
look over at the engine again. That’s
when I saw the problem! I could not
believe it! So simple! Yet, we had overlooked it several times in the parking
lot and on the side of the road. The
plug in the end of the intake manifold
was gone. It had popped out when
the engine was turned off. I now
understood why it would only sputter
a little, but not fire. The engine had
lost vacuum and could not pull the
fuel into the head. I took another plug
from an extra manifold and put in
the manifold on the car. The “B” fired
right up and ran perfectly. Later that
evening, I talked Debbie into going
back to the store to see if we might
find the old plug. It should have been
lying on the pavement right where
I turned off the engine in the parking lot. We drove back, searched the
exact spot where I had parked, but
there was no plug to be found. After
widening our search, we still came
up empty. Giving up we decided to
leave. Driving off I was still looking at
the ground and there it lay about one
hundred feet from the parking spot.
If I had only seen the hole, I could
have put a piece of duct tape over
it and driven home! It is so easy to
overlook the simple things in life. Yes,
it was “ A lesson Learned”.
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MGB Rally Gear Part II

By Tony Brown
North Carolina MG Car Club
(In the last issue, Tony talked about
preparing his car for classic rallying. In
Part II, he will discuss rally organization
and some of the classic rally tools used
– Ed.)

Basic Rally Organization

speeds and times. Some clubs also
specialized in theme, gimmick, or
humorous rallies that were less
precise but still had stringent directions that had to be followed
in order to win.
Cars were devoid of attached rally gear in the unequipped classes nor allowed
slide rules, calculators, or circular calculation devices to compute time, speed, and distance
formulas. Rally circular slide
rules were offshoots of World
War II airspeed calculators used
by bomber crews, of which the Blackwell Calculator was popular here and
used widely in England and Europe.
In use they were small and difficult to
read. Many were geared to the novice,
two of which were John Marschalk’s
Rally Speed Figure-Outer and Sports
Car Manuals Rallye Computer. Bob
Stevens, a fastener engineer from Los
Angeles, California who helped in the
development of Velcro, had his own
line of rally gear that was made by
him in his poolside shop. His Rally
Indicator, an easily read circular rally
calculator, was widely used and available in two sizes. These were first avail-

V

intage club and SCCA rally
events of the 1950-60’s were
fundamentally different in type,
organization, length of the event,
and navigational systems from their
European counterparts. Arranged in
classes from novice to unequipped and
equipped, they provided an opportunity for the budding sports car husband to include his like-minded wife in
an event they could both enjoy. They
also provided the serious and competitive owner a chance to safely pilot his
car on a predetermined course at set
36

Stevens Rally Indicator wheels for the serious rally player.
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Rally Calculator 3, precision on a wheel.
able in a leather-cased model in the
late 1950’s to a 1960’s leatherette case,
and later, a vinyl cased wheel. Pictured
are several of his rally wheels as they
were called, along with brochures and
instructions.
Wristwatches provided time
keeping duties along with a handheld stopwatch. Easily read military
wristwatches were popular. Notepad,
pencils, and a clipboard rounded out
the equipment in this class. Navigators relied on distance traveled by the
car’s odometer, which usually read to
the tenth of a mile. Prior to the start
of the rally, a calibration run by the
contestants in all classes determined
odometer error against the measured
mile as set up along a predetermined
route by the rally master. The amount
of error was calculated and factored
into all distance calculations during
the rally. Calculations were conducted
in long hand, by use of a calculator
or slide rule device, or by rally factor
books depending on class and rules.
Participants were sent off at timed intervals from the starting point so that
in theory cars were spaced out evenly
along the course for both safety and
non-reliance on the car ahead for directions, as each driver and navigator
participated independently of the other
contestants during the event.
The route of the rally was predetermined in advance of the rally by a
set of directions given to all particiMGB DRIVER

January/February 2008

Rally “Generals” along with rule books.
pants known as the “Generals”. The
rally master or organizer mapped
the rally course usually along paved
roads at legal speeds specified by the
generals. At set and often-unknown
intervals, checkpoints were established
at which contestants were clocked
as they arrived at the rally official’s
station. Arrival times were compared
against those of the rally master, and
contestants were awarded points based
on how close their checkpoint arrival
times matched those of the rally master. The direction of entry and precise

Clipboard with Heuer Mastertime and
Sebring clocks.
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stopping at the checkpoint were often
specified and participants could be
penalized based on their checkpoint
entry and behavior. Checkpoint arrival
time calculations during the rally were
based against elapsed time, the best
held speed of the car, and the distance
the contestant traveled to the points
along the route against the exact time,
exact speed, and exact distance a contestant SHOULD travel. The idea was
to travel to the checkpoint in EXACT
time.
In rallying, as in all motor sport
activities, the more you practice, the
better you become, and this axiom
was true in both the unequipped and
equipped classes. I might add that the
more you practice, the less car sick you
become with all of the navigational
activities all seemingly going on at
once inside the cockpit. I do have a
story, but not here…

Curta Handheld Calculators

American rally navigators,
depending upon entry class, preferred
the Curta Calculator to compute time,
speed, and distance. Electronic handheld calculators eventually replaced
these as they became both available
and affordable around 1972. Curtas
were not popular among their British
or European counterparts, largely
based on the type of rally and the
navigational techniques developed
there. Bruce Flamm, a noted collector
and Curta Historian, outlines the
38

invention of the Curta Calculator by
Curt Herzstark, who was imprisoned
by the Nazis at Buchenwald. He was
allowed to work on the calculator’s
design during his stay, as they intended to give the invention to Das Fuehrer
when they won the war. Allied forces
liberated the camp in April of 1940,
and Mr. Herzstark walked away with
his plans, beginning production in
Liechtenstein in 1947 with the last one
produced in 1970. Herzstark produced
two models, the Curta I and II, with
the Curta II being slightly larger than
the original Curta I and able to hold
more numbers in its registry. The
model used was largely up to the
navigator, but I chose the Curta II as it
was larger, easier to hold, and could
carry more numbers in calculations.
Curtas can add, multiply, subtract and divide, and are the smallest
mechanical calculating devices that
can perform all four mathematical
functions. Curta Calculators still hold
a rabid following, and their collectability has driven the price to astounding proportions. Pictured is a Curta II
with a leather period camera lens case,
often used as a soft case into which
the metal or later plastic protective
carrying case could be fitted. Curtas
were often referred to as “peppermills”

Curta II hand held rally computer.
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or “coffee grinders” due to the crank
at the top center of the registry. Due
to their popularity, navigators often
referred to their style of navigation if
a Curta was used as “a Curta navigator.” Popular among navigators was a
device known as a “Curta Can,” and
screwed onto a clipboard or dash top
cowl on larger cars. American club
style or SCCA sponsored rally navigators often mounted their Curta on a
navigator’s clipboard using this device,
which was of spun aluminum or resin,
with two flat head screws that were
countersunk into the base for mounting. This was mounted on the top edge
of the clipboard, the mounting side
being dependant on the handedness of
the navigator, a location that facilitated cranking the Curta handle. Mine
was mounted on the left upper corner
and next to that are the stopwatches
used for determining elapsed time and
various time points such as entry into
and exiting time from a checkpoint.
Pictured is a Curta II as well as its
mounting in a Curta Can.

Timing Devices

Choice of stopwatches was up to
the navigator, and Heuer was the
watch brand of choice. Both Sears and
Abercrombie & Finch sold Heuer
timepieces as private labeled to
perspective customers, but Vilem B.
Haan, Les Leston, MG Mitten, and
other catalogue houses offered them as
well by mail order along with other
rally related accessories. Two navigator boards are pictured, each featuring
different watch combinations. The
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large clock on the left is a Heuer
Mastertime, or eight-day wind clock,
which records the event time of day
used by the rally officials as well as the
contestants.
All participants would “hack” or
calibrate their timepieces using short
wave time signals received from timing frequencies in the US and Canada.
Pictured is a Tunaverter, which plugs
into the antenna jack of an automobile
radio and converts the signal to short
wave. If a mounted clock was not used,
the navigator would calibrate his wrist
watch. Experienced navigators used
both accurate and easily read timers
and wristwatches. Military watches
were popular as the face was easily
read in a dark or shaking cockpit.
Pictured is a Hamilton GGW-113 USAF
watch chosen for its larger face in
comparison to the US Army standard
issue watches of the period. These were
17-jewels and featured a hack movement, and were easily read in day or
nighttime conditions. Advanced navigators often chose a Heuer Autavia,
as it was one of the first full function
chronographs that offered stopwatch
functions in a wristwatch movement.
These were backup should a navigator accidentally start or reset one of
his dash or clipboard mounted timers,
heaven forbid.
Pictured is a “Viceroy” Autavia,
which was an $88 dollar advertisement promotional for Viceroy Cigarettes in 1973 – quite a discount from
its two hundred dollar retail price.
The Viceroy Edition Autavia is distinguished by its red luminous hour and
minute hands. It was a huge watch

Heuer Autavia, first triple action wristwatch.
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Parnelli Jones wearing the Heuer watch.
then and by today’s standard, easily
read, and was available with a leather
or metal linked band. Pictured is an
ad for this watch as worn by Parnelli
Jones, who drove for the Viceroy Indy
team and was also a famous SCCA
Trans Am racer in a Boss 302 Mustang
along with George Follmer.
European and American SCCA or
club navigators also used a stopwatch,
and a Heuer Monte Carlo was popular
as it recorded elapsed hours for each
leg as well as having a reset stopwatch feature. These were often sold
as a Rally master set on a single back
plate along with a Heuer Mastertime.
Later Heuer introduced the Sebring,
which was immediately popular
among American style navigators as
it featured a “tail tell” hand that allowed stopping and restarting without
resetting the hands. It did not feature
an hour window as did the Monte
Carlo. Pictured is a Heuer Sebring on a
double back plate with a Heuer Mastertime. Note that the bezel of the Sebring
is divided into decimal minutes, as
the SCCA officially recorded time in
40

decimal minutes instead of dividing
an hour into sixty minutes.
Below the stopwatches to the right
are two bulldog paper clips. The upper
clip holds the checkpoint timing slips
that the officials handed to the navigator when he was officially logged
into the checkpoint station, and also
noted the exit time for the contestant.
Penalties or timing infractions were
also noted on the slips, with the car
team goal to be zero in timing penalties. If all of this seems complicated,
that is because IT IS COMPLICATED
and takes practice to execute correctly!
The second bulldog clip to the lower
right on the navigator’s clipboard held
a mileage factor book used in conjunction with a Curta in determining exact
time, speed, and distance traveled.
On the clipboards is pictured Larry
Reid’s “Rally Tables”, and were popular
because they were in an easily read
format. Others such as “Stemson’s”
were hard to read when in motion or
worse at night. Autopacer produced a
set of mileage factor cards that automatically compensated for odometer
error and are quite rare and too bulky
for use in an MGB cockpit.
At the bottom of the clipboard on

Heuer stopwatches on Bob Stevens mounts.
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the right is attached a Terry’s Pencil
Clip, which was a spring loaded pencil
holder that conveniently held two or
three pencils close at hand for computations in route. Terry’s produced
a wide assortment of tool roll caliber
tools and accessories in England that
were imported here in the States. A
navigator may have additional clipboards in use, one with a notepad for
onboard calculations for time, speed,
and distance, and another to hold the
Generals.

Additional Rally Navigational Bits

Pictured is a red-lighted Stevens
Rally Reader or scroll board. Pages of
the Generals were taped in order, endto-end, and rolled onto the topscrolling pin and to the bottom pin,
rolling from top to bottom as the rally
progressed. Each page was illuminated
for nighttime stages, and course
directions read off to the driver as
needed by the navigator. Legend has it
that the scroll board was first employed by Sir Sterling Moss, but that is
unsubstantiated. Mine is attached to
the windscreen tensioning rod using a
Mk I rearview mirror with the glass
removed, the Masonite board backing
directly bolted into the mirror head. A
vintage Airguide Sebring compass is
also attached to the backboard, as
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rally directions were often given in
“proceed NORTH” along State Road
1234” and a compass was often useful.
Also pictured was an opisometer, or
map distance wheel, and was used
should a road map be required to
determine distance traveled, or the
contestants become lost while on the
rally.
Mounted on the fascia cowl or
door top rail was a flexible map light
used for nighttime stages and angled
away from the driver. Popular both
overseas and stateside was a Butler’s
map light, and one is used here with its
bulb painted red. A suction type rear
view mirror was often used by navigators and especially in events where
overtaking another contestant was
allowed and necessary. Pictured here
is a Barnacle Mirror. Nighttime stages
were further complicated by the difficulty of reading road signs and other
landmarks, and spotlights were often
employed. Most famous are the Lucas
roof mounted units used on the Works
Mini Coopers, but cannot be used on
an MGB’s Works hardtop due to its
double walled construction. Pictured is
one I restored for a company in Morristown, Pennsylvania and originals are
quite rare. Autohistorica in the UK now
faithfully reproduces these for much
money.
In MGB and Midget rally cars fitted with hardtops, a German Helphos
light was attached to the windscreen
glass using glycerin paste for adhesion.
The light could be aimed conveniently
by the navigator at a road sign, deer,
or other landmark at night. These were
either directly wired into the harness
using Lucas bullet-connector plugs,
or a cigarette lighter adaptor. Shown
here is Les Leston’s version with a
Hella cigarette lighter adaptor. Wintertime rallies often required additional
demisters on the windscreen and rear
hardtop glass. Smiths offered a rear
window heater and Lucas produced a
demister which suctioned to the windscreen glass, again using glycerin for
best adhesion.
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Halda Speedpilot, Tripmaster, and
Twinmaster

Odometers in MGBs register in
tenths of a mile and are often inaccurate to the exact measured mile as
used in rally distances. Therefore
odometers required calibration to a
measured mile and a calibration run
was an integral part of most SCCA and
club events in the USA and Europe.
Halda began making taximeters just
as early as taxis became popular in
Europe and elsewhere, and met the
need of rallyists worldwide by the
development of odometers that read in
the hundredth of a mile in the 1950’s.
Essentially Halda made three
odometers – the Speedpilot, which
incorporated an odometer and a clock
which could be set for average speed
and indicated if the driver was traveling faster or slower than the speed
dictated in the Generals; a Tripmaster,
which was a single odometer; and
the Twinmaster, which featured two
odometers that could be used independently on concurrent legs of an event.
Early Speedpilots had a chrome or
painted bezel, and had three adjustment or reset knobs along the bottom of the instrument. These evolved
into a four knobbed version around
1960 or so, and the five knob version
appeared around 1964 until the end
of production. The latter two versions were known as Mk IV and Mk V
Speedpilots. The face of the instrument
was covered with a curved Plexiglas
cover that is often found cracked on
the last two versions of the Speedpilot.
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Martin Jubb, who
is known by the
moniker of “King
Cog”, has somewhat successfully
reproduced these.
Martin’s advice
is to choose a
model of the
Speedpilot in
which the clock
is in working
order and the
mainspring has
not been broken,
as parts for it are
scarce. His personal preference
is towards the
later Mk V as it is
more adjustable
than the earlier
ones. Another
problem in their
restoration is the Lucas roof mounted
aluminum knobs spotlight.
will catalytically
bind to the adjusting knob shafts that
are steel, and are usually destroyed in
the process of removal to access the
innards. Again Martin has reproductions as well as replacement grub
screws that hold the knobs in place on
their respective shafts.
All three instruments – the Speedpilot, Tripmaster, and Twinmaster
– feature odometers that registered in
hundredth mile increments. Trip and
Twinmasters were initially aluminum
cased, and later produced with plastic
cases. Because of the padded fascia in
a Mk II MGB as well as space limitations, a Tripmaster and Speedpilot
Mk V were used together so that the
navigator had the advantage of two
odometers that could be used concurrently. The odometers are run by a
gear reduction system on the back
of the instrument that couples to the
speedometer drive and cable, and the
Speedpilot and Tripmaster are connected by a short cable to the gear housing
on the backs of the respective units.
Works cars also incorporated a drive
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Original spindle and gear set.
that ran from the front hub.
Martin Jubb, an Englishman who
now lives in Morehead City, North
Carolina by way of marrying a nurse
from here, himself a vintage navigator, purchased all of the existing Halda
spares from the factory and is the
world authority on repairs, restoration, and service. All of the Halda
instruments require calibration at the
beginning of the rally. The Speedpilot
calibrates by simply turning a knob on
the face, but the Trip and Twinmaster
require changing out two gear sets to
achieve an exact mileage measurement. These X and Z gears are held in
place by a carriage on the left side of
the instrument. Works teams were issued gear carriers or a chrome spindle
that housed a full set of X gears and
two Z gears in a leather case. Although
available to navigators here in the
states, they are indeed quite rare and
are accurately reproduced by Martin
Jubb. Pictured is an original spindle
and case with its calibration gear set.
The Speedpilot and Tripmaster will
be mounted under the fascia using
their mounting brackets that were also
available from Halda, because this car
has a Naderized padded dash. On the
Mk I fascia, the Tripmaster was commonly mounted directly to the metal
dash as were the stopwatches. Some
owners also concealed their clocks or a
Tripmaster inside the glove box.

Rally Books from Way Back Then
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Britbooks in Oneonta, New York
was a wonderful source for vintage
rally books that accurately detail how
the sport was practiced. Pictured are
many books and their titles, which are
well worth tracking down both for
their historical accuracy and collectability. Eric Knudson was more than
helpful and because he was aware of
the project, would call from time to
time to suggest titles. Jerry LaBante at
Liverpool Motorworks was also faithful
and kindly remembered the details.

Try It Yourselves

I hope that this has provided
insight as to how rallying was done
here in the states as well as the gear
necessary to produce a period correct
rally MGA, MGB, or Midget from the
1950-60‘s. MGAs and MGBs were very
popular and are pictured in many
rallies during their heyday. Hopefully
you will see my MGB shortly and are
encouraged to contribute to the cause,
and no contribution, no matter how
small, will be turned down of course.
I must add, as a final note, that
I consider myself a novice navigator,
and have yet not to get sick during
the course of a rally despite ample use
of Dramamine. My friend Don Ross
usually drives and he by no means
contributes to this. As I was an archaeologist in Round One of my career
life, rallying was an important part of
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the sports car culture and deserves attention. MG as a marque has enjoyed
a rich history of rallying, and a large
part of that history was here in the
USA.
As for my knowledge of the sport
itself – I am learning daily and not
trying to claim expertise. I just found
the whole sport interesting and its history fascinating, and the sport as it is
practiced here is every bit as important
an aspect of the MGB development
and competition history. My hat goes
off to all of those who can successfully
compete in this difficult sport, as well
as those whose names are now written
in the history books of MGB rallying.

Sources and Costs

For you guys who would like to
obtain some period rally bits for your
car, the following folks were more than
helpful in aiding the cause:
1) Bob Radford, Bob Radford
Enterprises, 4969 Brookview Road,
Rockford, Illinois 61107 (815) 3980511. Vintage rally gear dealer and
distributor for Bob Steven’s rally gear.
SCCA Rally Grand Master.
2) Britbooks, Erik and Gina
Knudson, 444 Old Southside Drive,
Oneda, New York 13820, 1-800-7323646. Often has vintage rally books in
their store.
3) Liverpool Motorworks, Jerry
LaBante, Rd 1, Box 19B, Liverpool,
Pennsylvania 17045 (717) 444-7171.
Over the years he and his family have
been instrumental in finding those
rare bits, tools, and books. A great
source for hard to find items.
4) Jack Christensen, Timewise,
32 Old Barn Road, Hawthorn Woods,
Illinois 60047, (847) 550-5052. Repairs
Curtas. Occasionally has vintage rally
gear. I purchased my Heuer Sebring
from him as well as a Curta soft case.
A very active and successful rallyist in
the ‘60’s and ‘70’s.
5) Sports and Classics, John
Peters, Owner, 1069 East Main Street,
Stamford, Connecticut 06902, (203)
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348-2226. A great source of vintage
spares. Minilite distributor in the USA.
6) Britanniclassics, Brad Del
Sorbo, Owner, 45 Davids Hill Road,
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798, (203)
263-2460. Source for rare period NOS
bits and spares.
7) Paul R. Craft, 2636 Matterhorn Drive, Dallas, Texas 75228 (214)
328-5535. Pebble Beach quality steering wheel restorations.
8) Martin Jubb, “King Cog,”
1302 Shackleford Street, Morehead
City, North Carolina 28557-4194,
(252)-622-3690. World authority on
Halda rally instruments. Repairs, restores, buys, and trades Halda Speedpilots, Tripmasters, Twinmasters, and
Afab Gemini’s.
9) Vintage Headlamp Restora-

tions, Peter Appleyard and son Lee
Appleyard, Limestone Cottage Lane,

Wadsley Bridge, Sheffield, S61NJ United Kingdom 0144 2853555. Master
Silversmith, restores and reproduces all
manner of Lucas and Marchal headlamps.
10) University Motors, John and
Caroline Twist, Proprietors, 6490
East Fulton, Ada, Michigan 49301
(616) 682-0800. World-renowned MG
authority and repair specialist. He has
spent much time answering questions
and solving restoration problems. His
shop has restored two starters and two
alternators for the restoration and as
spares, and will receive more bits in
due time.
11) Bryan Halladay Classic Automobile and Rally Spares, Hawthorns,
Hatton, Warwick CV35 7JA Tel: 0926
484384 . An eccentric British rally gear
specialist you will never forget! Good
source though.
12) Len Picton, 9534 Longview
Drive, Ellicott City, Maryland 21043
Member, MG’s of Baltimore. Well
known East Coast rally expert. Buys,
sells, and trades vintage rally gear.
13) The Gemmary Rare Books

and Antique Scientific Instruments,

R. C. Blankenhorn, Proprietor. P.O.
Box 2560, Fallbrook, California 92088
(619) 728-3321. Curta Calculator
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dash mounted timepieces
are highly desirable as these
were then and now viewed
as the best clocks available.
Autohistorica and Holden in
England both offer other current production stopwatches
and eight day wind dash
mounted clocks for those
who would prefer the convenience and customer service
they can provide or who cannot source originals. These
too are very expensive, and
are made by Hanhart, Sinn,
Les Leston Helphos Rally Light
Chronosport, and others.
Serviced Heuer stopwatches
source.
which are mechanically
The collector market has driven
sound and cosmetically unblemished
rally gear pricing in the past ten years
go routinely for $500 to $1000 EACH,
to astronomical heights, and the gear
with the Super Autavia commanding
itself is in great demand due to the
even higher prices than their dash
resurgent interest in the sport. Heuer
mounted brethren. Early faced Masclocks, be it their Mastertime, Autavia,
tertimes with their 3-6-9-12 dial are
Monte Carlo, Super Autavia, or Sebring particularly sought after for use in late
1950’s to early-60’s automobiles. Later dials had 1-12
Arabic numbers and Heuer
also produced a 24 hour
Mastertime as well. Later
1970’s Heuers were plastic
cased and are less desirable
that the earlier chromed
brass versions. Early Heuer
clocks were sold on individual back plates with
four mounting screws, and
a double back plate was
offered and is highly sought
after. Heuer sold a factory
set on a double back plate
consisting of a Mastertime
and a Monte Carlo which
was called “The Rallymaster,” and was a favorite
both here and overseas.
Heuer stopwatches for the
SCCA navigator were available with decimal minute
bezels and are desirable
too.
Halda bits pricing is
Vintage ad “4 reasons the MGB swept the grand touring also breathtaking. Halda
category at Monte Carlo.
first produced a three
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knobbed Speedpilot, often with a
chromed or painted bezel, which
progressed on the evolutionary tree to
the Mk IV around 1962. Martin Jubb is
unsure of the date change points, but
around 1965 Halda began production
of the Mk V Speedpilot. Serviced and
cosmetically sound Speedpilots again
are pricy, running in general from
$300 to $600. Under dash mounting
brackets are desirable but if you find
a Mk IV, it must have its T-gear drive
on the back of the instrument or you
pretty much will need to throw it as far
as you can heave it. Whatever model
you choose, the clock again needs to
be working! Martin Jubb has all of
the necessary cable attachment clips
and can fabricate the desired length of
cable as well as provide the speedometer drive.
When Halda first began production of the Twin and Trip Master, cases
were aluminum and painted wrinkle
black. Later instruments, like Heuers,
were cased in plastic and appeared in
the 1970’s. Aluminum Halda Twin and
Trip Masters had knobs, Halda logo,
and knob user symbols silk-screened
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onto the case after it was painted, and
the case overall needs to be sound and
not overly dented from the navigator’s
knee. Martin Jubb also produces
decals which are excellent copies of
the original graphics should a repaint
be required. Like the Speedpilot, these
should have their cable drives on the
backside of the instrument, but these
are available from Martin or other
dealers. If yours is mounted under
dash, you will need to source a bracket.
Aluminum Twinmasters that are
mechanically and cosmetically sound
fetch upwards of $500 to $800, and
like Tripmasters around $400 to $600.
Again, Holden and Autohistorica offer
a more modern instrument to use as a
hundredth odometer, but the price is
expensive. So – one Heuer Mastertime
at $800 + one Heuer Monte Carlo at
$600 + one Halda Speedpilot at $500 +
one Halda Twinmaster at $800 + one
Curta II Calculator at $600 and you
are in at least $3300 US dollars deep
dodo with your wife! I suggest SLOWLY
easing in, perhaps doing some research, read some vintage rally books,
and see if this is the route you want to
take with your car. If it is – I’ll see you
at the finish Laddie!
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Battery Basics

By Greg Prehodka, MG Car Club Central
New Jersey Center

A

little history first. Early cars
didn’t have – or need – batteries,
except for the few electric cars on
the market. Engines were hand started
with cranks, and generally not driven
at night. Ignition was by magneto.
With the advent of the electric selfstarter, a power source was needed to
drive the starter to start the engine. So,
batteries were added to cars primarily
to power the starters. They were leadacid batteries, and surprisingly, not
all that much different from today’s
batteries, which are still lead-acid; but
with refinements in their materials
and manufacturing technologies. Fast
forward to about 1950. Most batteries in domestic cars are of the six
volt type, but now manufacturers are
changing over to 12-volt batteries and
electrical systems. They did this to get
more power to the starter (as engines
were getting higher compression engines which were harder to start) and
also to reduce the electrical wire size
(the higher the voltage, the smaller the
wire).
The next significant change affecting batteries was not to the battery, but to the charging system. Up
through the early 60’s most cars had
(direct current) generators. One of the
characteristics of a DC generator is
that it puts out very little power at slow
speeds. So, when cars would come
to an idle – especially if lights, wipers, fans, etc., were on – the electrical
system would suck down battery power
to help run things, discharging it
somewhat. Speed up and the generator would re-charge the battery. Cycle
life is what kills a battery, and this
constant cycling kept typical battery
life to about 3 or 4 years. Introduce
the Alternator (technically just a generator, generating alternating current).
This new charger put out “alternating
current”, which was then changed into
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direct current for the car’s use (through
a rectifier). But at slow speeds it put
out enough power to run all of the
car’s accessories! The only job the
battery now had was to start the car.
Battery life got extended years longer,
and they often lasted 7 to 8 years in
normal use.
A “Basic” lead-acid battery cell is
technically about 2.2-volts (as determined by the electro-chemical potential of the materials in play). Your
single 12-volt battery is actually six
2.2-volt cells put together in series
to make a nominal 12-volt battery.
Without going into the nitty-gritty
chemistry of it, the critical active
ingredients in it are: Pure lead, sponge
lead, lead sulphate, and sulfuric acid.
A chemical reaction goes on inside the
cells during charging and discharging. The input of electrical energy
into it (charging) drives the reaction
one way. When a load is hooked up
to a charged battery (like the starter
motor), the chemical reaction reverses,
producing electrical energy from the
chemical reaction. Why lead acid batteries instead of other types of batteries
– they’re cheap, powerful, rechargeable, and reliable!
Simple maintenance of your battery can keep it working for many
years. Neglect can cut its life short,
and possibly leave you stranded – or
with other problems.

Some Tips on Battery Maintenance

Explosion: During the charging
process, some of the water inside the
cells gets broken down into its elements
of hydrogen and oxygen gas. This accumulates at the top inside of the battery and gets vented out through the
battery cap. Avoid sparks around the
top of a battery, as these gases inside
can explode the battery top with acid
and battery pieces flying everywhere
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– possibly into your face and eyes. I’ve
seen it happen!

Cleaning: Keep your battery
clean! Sulfuric acid is totally water
soluble. Take the battery out, and
wash it down thoroughly with water. I
do it outside the car with a hose. (Some
like to use baking soda to neutralize the acid, but if any gets into the
battery it can neutralize your battery
also!) Wipe it clean (of any grease, oil,
or yuck). Clean out the car’s battery
compartment (baking soda can be
used here, but is not necessary), wire
brush/scrub it, wash it out with water,
let it dry thoroughly, and paint it (a
few coats) if needed. Be sure your
battery hold down mechanism is in
good shape – you don’t need a battery bouncing around – for obvious
reasons. Clean the battery post and
connectors to a bright silver (cleaning
tools can be purchased in auto parts
stores, or just use sandpaper). If any
battery connectors or wires are in bad
shape, replace them. Once clean and
dry, apply a sealing salve to the battery post and connecting straps (I use
wheel bearing grease) and hook them
up. This salve acts like a seal and will
help prevent battery acid fumes from
attacking the connections, and creating “lead sulphate” (or copper sulphate
if copper is used) – that white powdery
stuff – which is a great insulator, not
a conductor – and often a cause of
electrical conduction problems. Also,
if the top of your battery is dirty and
becomes damp, it can create a small
electrical short circuit across the top of
the battery, making it slowly go dead!
(Side note: get sulfuric on your clothes
and it will eat away at them! I lost the
seat of my pants once like this cause I
sat in the wrong place!)
Ground Strap: Your electrical
battery connection is only as good as
the battery’s ground strap to your (engine or chassis). Check and clean and
coat the connector end on that too.
I’ve seen people replace good batteries
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when the only problem was the ground
connection.

Topping-Up: Most of the batteries
we use have vent caps on the top (other
varieties include sealed for life and jell
filled). This is usually one cap for each
cell. Water (from the acid) is lost in
the charging process (breaking it down
into hydrogen and oxygen gas) and occasionally batteries need to be “topped
up” with water (not acid) to replace
what is lost. Generally tap water can
be used if the water is not “hard” (full
of minerals), but other good sources
include: uncontaminated rain water
(leave a clean bucket outside), water
from a dehumidifier, or if you are a
purist, distilled water. If you let the
acid level get below the tops of the
plates, you will loose battery capacity, and possibly could ruin the plates.
The top of a battery cell needs some
air space to allow for gassing during
charging, and for the expansion of the
acid and active materials while charging. That is why there is air space in
the top of the battery cells. And this is
why cells must NEVER be filled to the
top of the battery! If you do, the battery will overflow acid while charging,
ruining who knows what! The acid
level should be kept above the plates
and generally up to the bottom of
the vent well as you look into the cell.
Check your battery manufacture’s
instructions if you are not sure about
topping up the battery with water.
And since the battery has acid, be sure
to wear safety glasses or a face protector when working on them. If you get
any acid on yourself, wash with water
immediately.

Other Related Items to Consider
Winter storage: Batteries need
some minor attention during inactivity
(like over the winter when you don’t
drive your car). First make sure it is
clean as noted above before the period
of inactivity. If you want to be extra
safe, disconnect the ground strap to
guarantee nothing can be draining the
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battery. Then, in some form or way, it
needs to be kept charged up. Batteries
will slowly discharge by themselves if
just left alone for long periods (that’s
normal), and then will go bad if in
the discharged state long enough. I
just put my battery charger on my MG
about once a month during inactive
periods. But there are also a variety
of “trickle chargers” on the market
that you can hook up, and just leave
on the battery to maintain its charge.
If a battery does get fully discharged
during the winter, and it gets very cold,
the weak acid can now freeze, and
crack the battery case – another reason
for keeping it charged.

Jump Starting: Hook the positive
jumper cable between the batteries’
positive posts of the two vehicles first.
(The positive post is slightly larger
in diameter than the negative post
and often is color coded red.) Then
hook the negative cable (black) to
the charged battery first, and then
to some ground point on the vehicle
to be jumped, OTHER THAN THE
NEGATIVE BATTERY POST! It will
most likely spark when you hook it to
ground on the dead vehicle, and you
don’t want that spark by the battery
(possible explosion). Try starting the
dead vehicle. If there isn’t enough
power to start it, let the good vehicle
run about 10 to 15 minutes with the
cables hooked up to put a charge on
the dead battery, and then try again
(now you’re using both batteries). A
good set of jumper cables here can
make a difference. Invest in good
heavy-duty ones.
Selecting a battery: Most places
selling batteries will have charts guiding you to selecting the proper battery for your vehicle (both in physical
size and power potential). Generally
there are three recommendations:
light duty, standard duty, and heavy
duty. They will be rated at so many
amps of cranking power at 70 degrees
F. In Florida, light duty is fine. In
North Dakota, you better get heavy
duty. Mid-Atlantic States probably
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standard is OK. I usually pay the few
extra bucks for the heavy duty. Also,
check the clear dimensions of your
battery compartment before buying a
battery. Nothing is more frustrating
than buying a battery and finding out
it will not fit in your battery compartment or it interferes with something.
Also note the relative location of the
positive and negative post to the wires
they must hook up to (if you post are
on the wrong side, your wires might
not reach!)
Master Disconnect Switch: This
is a handy-dandy switch you can buy
and hook your battery ground cable
up to. Your ground cable hooks to one
side of it, and the other side hooks to
the chassis or engine ground point.
This allows you to easily electrically
disconnect the battery from the car’s
electrical system by a turn of a switch,
for working on the car, storage, or even
as an anti-theft action.
Battery Hydrometer: This is not
an item most of us will have, but most
garages will have it. Sulfuric acid is
heavier than water. The stronger the
acid is the more dense it gets. A fully
charged battery has acid that is about
1.260 times heavier than water. A
discharged battery has acid that is
only about 1.100 times heavier than
water – or less. You can check this battery acid density (specific gravity) with
a “Battery Hydrometer” (available at
auto parts stores). It sucks up some
of the acid from a cell, and you read
the “specific gravity” of the acid on a
float inside the hydrometer. This can
serve two important functions. First,
identifying the “state of charge” of the
battery, and second, identifying if you
have a bad cell – when only one cell
has low gravity (specific gravity in all
cells should be about the same). Wear
face and hand protection when using
this item.
Additives: There are many gimmicks on the market to “recharge”
your battery if it goes dead or is worn
out. The only thing you should ever
add to a battery is water! Don’t get
sucked into one of these scams.
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By Paul Konkle
San Diego MG Club

A

few months ago, I had a conversation with Ken Gooden. Ken
wanted to know if there was a
way to keep his fuel filter from clogging up with rust by adding an additional filter. I suggested the possibility
that perhaps the rust was being caused
by a hole in the fuel tank, and recommended he purchase a new tank. Water tends to sit on top of the fuel tank,
rusting its way into the tank from
outside. Once the tank has a hole in
it, water gets into the tank and starts
rusting inside as well. These rust particles will quickly clog a filter once the

process gets underway. Ken said that
he occasionally had a smell of gasoline
in the cabin, confirming my suspicion
of a hole. Roadsters often don’t smell
of gas, but in a MGB/GT like Ken’s, the
vapors tend to linger in the cabin. We
scheduled a Tech Session to change out
the tank, with fellow local club member, Pat Harrelson, volunteering the
use of a lift in his “Garage Mahal”.
The day of the Tech Session
brought terrific weather and many
helping hands. Professional wrench
turner and all-around good guy,
Robert Nobles, led the charge after we
had a chance to fuel up on coffee and
doughnuts. The car was put on the lift,
and raised to a position where the tank
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Fuel Tank Replacement

Like a couple of kids on Christmas morning,
Paul and Robert unwrap their new toys; a
fuel tank for Ken Gooden’s ‘69 MGB GT.
could be easily reached and worked
on. A fire extinguisher was kept
nearby in case of a problem.
After draining the remains of the
fuel, just a gallon or so, into a barrel,
Robert removed the fuel tank sender
and pump suction line. Bringing
the car back down, I jumped in and
started removing the filler hose and
the hold-down bolts from the tank,
found in the floor of the trunk. Ken’s
car started life in Switzerland, so some
penetrating oil and patience were
required to get all the bolts out. There
is a hardware kit available from Moss,
which includes all the fasteners and
clip-on captive nuts. The hardware kit
would have saved us some time, as we
would not have had to be so careful
removing the rusty bits. Getting down
to the last two bolts, the tank was

Paul prepares the new tank for installation by cutting rubber strips. The strips are
glued to the top of the tank using spray
adhesive.
supported by a helper and lifted away.
Inspection of the tank top showed the
suspected holes were a reality.
Preparation of the new tank
started with an inspection of the sending unit float. There was just a trace
of fuel inside, and Ken said the gauge
was fairly accurate, so we decided to
reuse it in the new tank. If the float
had been full of fuel, it would have
needed to be replaced. Robert placed
the sending unit on a new gasket and
tapped the locking ring around until it
was firmly seated.
I cut some rubber strips and glued
them on top of the tank with some
spray adhesive. If you live in a climate
where you get a lot of rain or snow on
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The remaining fuel was drained into a barrel. A fire extinguisher was kept nearby in
case of a problem.
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Robert holds the tank steady as Paul takes
out the last bolt.
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The offending holes are pointed out. This is
not what you want your tank to look like.
the roads, some Waxoyl or other rust
preventative placed on the tank top
would be beneficial. Here in San Diego,
this tank will last for another forty
years as is. A new foam ring gasket
around the filler neck was installed
and some small repairs were made to

Side by side comparison of old and new
fuel tanks. It’s not hard to figure out which
is which.
the captive nut clips that were damaged in removal.
The new tank was lifted into place
(a floor jack is very handy in holding the tank in place until the first
couple of fasteners are can hold the
tank loosely in place). We adjusted the
tank’s position to line up all the holes
in the trunk floor with the corresponding holes and clips on the tank. Once
all the fasteners were started, they were
tightened down, and the new tank was
securely in place. A new filler hose was
installed, and the wires to the sending
unit reattached.
The car was lowered back to
ground level and a couple of gallons
of gas added. Ken turned the ignition
on, and let the fuel pump run until it
stopped ticking, indicating the carburetor float bowls were full. Engaging
the starter brought the car back to life,
running like a champ.

Fitting Cruise Control to the MGB
P h o t o s p r o v i d e d b y M i k e Ba r n e s

Paul and Robert lift the new tank into position and line up the holes for the attachment bolts.

P h o t o s p r o v i d e d b y M A RK SHELLEY

Fuel Tank Repacement

Switch plate on the dash.
By Mike Barnes
MG Club of St Louis

F

irst, go buy an Audiovox CCS100
Universal Cruise Control, available from Advance Autoparts,
Autozone, Amazon and many other
places for $80-$100 or so. Next, buy an
auxiliary vacuum chamber; I bought
mine from NAPA for $13, part number
BK 7301606.
I fitted mine to a 1979 B that has
a 1967 engine. Your application may
vary slightly, but the basics will be
roughly the same. The first thing to do
is to program the servo unit to your
car. This is done using a set of seven
dipswitches located under a cover plate
on the end of the unit.
There are two ways to install the
cruise: one is to connect it to the tachometer; the other is to mount a set of
magnets on the drive shaft to measure
speed. I used the tachometer connection and this is what I will cover here.
First, remove the cover plate on the
end of the unit and set the dipswitches
this way:

1 ~ ON
2 ~ ON
3 ~ OFF
4 ~ OFF
5 ~ ON
6 ~ OFF
7 ~ ON

If you should decide to use the
magnets on the drive shaft (although
I really don’t see any reason why you
52
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would since this makes installation much more complicated), the
switches need to be set this way:

1 ~ OFF
2 ~ OFF
3 ~ OFF
4 ~ OFF
5 ~ ON
6 ~ OFF
7 ~ ON

You also have to remove a
small jumper mounted next to the
dipswitches to tell the unit you have
a manual car. If, for some reason,
you happen to have an automatic
transmission, leave the jumper in
place. Note: these settings differ from
the suggested settings in the directions,
but they are the ones that seem to work
best with MGs.
Once you have set the switches,
plug the wiring harness that comes
with the kit into the unit and put the
cover back on. Then you have to find a
place to mount the servo unit. I mounted mine on the left hand inner fender
just behind the radiator. On chrome
bumper cars you can mount the unit
in front of the radiator supports. Some
people mount the units under the dash
to hide them and keep everything
looking stock. The choice is yours; all
you need is a place that will allow you
to run the cable with no tight curves or
kinks. I wrapped the wiring with blue
harness tape to match the existing
wiring and ran it along and under the
fender edge to a spot just behind the
brake booster.
From here you follow the factory
instructions for the most part. The
blue wire runs across the engine bay
and plugs into the negative side of the
coil – this is your tachometer take-off.
The brown, yellow, and green wires
need to be fed through the firewall for
connection to the switch. The red wire
needs to connect to a switched 12v
source. The easiest one is the hot wire
on the brake light switch. The purple
wire then needs to be connected to the
side of the brake light switch that is
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The throttle linkage.

Mounted cruise control device.
live when the brake pedal is pressed
- this is what shuts the cruise off when
you hit the brakes (the cruise will also
shut off if you hit the clutch, allowing
the revs to rise by 500rpms). There is a
single, short, black wire that needs to
connect to ground, and I connected it
to one of the servo mounting screws.
The black and grey pair wires
are only used on newer cars or if you
are using the magnet kit. They can
be taped back or cut off (I taped them
back in case I ever move the unit to
another vehicle and need them).
Now comes the switch mounting. I
chose to put mine on the dash in easy
reach, but I have seen them mounted
in the ashtray on hidden installa54

tions – again, it’s your choice. My
switch was actually mounted over
a vacant switch hole allowing
easy running of the wires. Once
you have chosen your location
connect the brown, yellow, and
green wires to the same colors
on the servo using the supplied
plastic plug. The red-fuse-orange
wire needs to be connected to a
switched 12v source, and the grey
wire supplies power to the switch
lighting. I chose just to connect it
to a switched 12v source, but you
can connect it to the dash lighting
if you like. The black wire is connected to ground.
That’s it for the wiring, but
now you have to connect the cable
to your throttle linkage.
The unit comes with a
huge variety of connectors and mounting
brackets. On my HS4s, I
just drilled a hole in the
top of the heat shield
next to the existing
cable, fed the cable
though it, put a supplied loop on the end of
the cable, and put it on
the same pin that holds
the throttle cable.
The final part is
the vacuum connection. This must come from a source
that has a good vacuum at idle. I was
fortunate to have a spare vacuum
take-off on my inlet manifold, but you
may need to do a little drilling and
tapping to put a vacuum port on your
manifold. The vacuum port on your
carburetors will not work because it
has no vacuum at idle. The vacuum
port is then connected to the vacuum
chamber, which is then connected to
the servo unit.
And that’s it! These instructions,
in conjunction with the instructions
supplied with the kit, will make installing cruise control on an MG very
simple.
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Dear John,
I am renewing my brakes on my 1969
MGB Roadster Mk-II , which I have owned
since new. I sent the brake master cylinder
to White Post restorations for rebuilding
and when returned, I installed the unit
and bled the brakes, but they would not
hold pressure. I sent it back, they renewed
again. I installed it again – still no luck.
I bought a completely new master brake
cylinder from Victoria British, installed it.
Same problem – brake pedal goes to floor
and will not hold pressure. The only thing
that is left to be renewed is the pressure
valve assembly. This is the dual line system. The pressure valve assembly looks like
a brake line union mounted to the inside
front fender. Could this be not functioning properly and therefore not holding
pressure, (i.e. - firm pedal feel)? I bled
the brake lines as the MGB shop manual
describes, so I do not think it is air in the
brake lines. And I have NO leaks of brake
fluid. Thanking you for your reply to my
question.
Help! —Barry Ballenger
Dear Barry,
I cannot believe that two master
cylinders are faulty, so the question
is:  What’s wrong with the brakes? Let
me go through some of the common
faults. If the rear cylinders leak, they’re
faulty.  If the rear cylinders are faulty,
they leak.  If they do not leak, they’re
OK. If the brake warning light block,
the shuttle valve, leaks, it’s bad.  If it
doesn’t leak, it’s OK.
The front calipers must be installed with the bleeders UP so that all
the air is expelled when bleeding.  This
may be your problem.  Again, if the
calipers leak, they’re faulty; if they
do not leak, they’re good (unless, of
course, they’re frozen, but that’s yet
another problem). Bleed the rear cylinders first – the one farthest away from
the MC first (the left one).  Once you’ve
expelled the air, and then adjust up
the rear brakes.  Then, bleed the fronts.
Give me a call!  In any case,
perhaps you do need a new brake
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for a dwell of about 52-degrees.  Set
the timing at 15-degrees before top
dead center at 1500 RPMs, vacuum
disconnected.  See how that works.
John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
warning light assembly, but unless it’s
leaking, you do not.
Dear Mr. Twist,
What would cause my 1975 MGB to hesitate at 2000 to 2500 RPMs in any gear?
I have recently given the car a complete
tune-up, replaced the Stromberg carburetor with the side draft Weber.
Thank You, —Randy Helland
Randy,
The most common problem since this
occurs at an RPM, and not at a certain
speed, it would be a problem in/with
the distributor.  Since so many of these
distributors have been changed since
new, let me know the type of distributor you have (numbers off the side) and
I’ll give you correct timing instructions.
John,
The distributor is a Lucas 41599B4504
4274. After removing it to get the number
I checked the points and re-gapped to
.016-inches (the car idle was really low). I
readjusted the idle to 900 RPMs. The dwell
is 44-degrees, but I am noticing condensation on the aluminum spacer that came
with the side draft Weber carburetor I installed. When revving the engine to 2000
– 2500 RPM the engine feels less smooth.
Thank You for your help!
—Randall H. Helland
Randy,
That distributor is a Lucas 45D4
and should have a point gap of 0.015”
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John,
I ordered the MGB Single Sidedraft MCHH
Weber Carb Conversion from Weber.
com; I believe it is model 45 and replaced
my Stromberg carburetor. The choke
cable seemed too short to go through the
elbow and attach to the choke cylinder. I
shortened the elbow and the choke and the
carburetor seemed to work fine and gives
a lot more pep to the engine. However my
gas mileage has gone from 28 mpg to 15
mpg. Is there something I can do to adjust
the carburetor to get back better gas mileage? Or is the choke staying on because
the cylinder is not seating down into the
choke chamber?
Best Regards,
—Randall H. Helland
Randy,
The 45 DCOE single side draught
Weber carburetors are designed for
high speed use.  It usually doesn’t work
too well at low speeds, and usually not
from stop to 5mph; but above that it
can really make the MGB fast. This
is not without a cost and that is the
mileage.  But remember, fast accelerations burn up lots of gas and your
foot on the throttle is one of the major
causes of low mileage.
Please remember that the 175
CD Stromberg carb is not a faulty
carb, it is simply misunderstood by
most and therefore blamed for lots of
problems.  A complete Stromberg rebuild is in the neighborhood of $350 to
$400 and that, I’m sure, is far less than
you spent on the Weber.
You might try to run your choke
cable through the firewall in a different location, or you might try to find a
longer choke cable to solve this choke
problem.
Hello John,
I enjoy your Youtube.com videos – they
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are the best.  My problem is that my newly
bought 1976 MGB keeps blowing the 3rd
fuse.  It started when I turned on the lights
and used the turn signals.  The turn signals stopped working along with the tach,
gas gauge, and temp gauge.  I replaced
the turn signal switch.  The fuse still blows
and the shop where I have says that about
40 amps are going through it.  Any ideas
to where to look? Thanks for your help as I
know you are a very busy shop owner.
—Frank Ellars
Frank,
The most common cause for an excessive draw on the 3rd fuse is that the
wire which should be attached to the
manifold heater (between the carb
and the intake manifold) has been left
loose and it’s touching ground.  It’s a
heavy green wire, sheathed for some of
its length in a black plastic covering.
John,
I was tempted to call about this problem,
but thought that it might be one worth
posting as others may have a similar
problem.  I have checked your site’s and
others’ tech tips and have not seen a post
similar to this issue. I have a 1970 MGB
that I recently purchased in very good
condition.  Many parts have been replaced
and it is a solid car and engine.  We
recently took it on a 200-mile trip with no
issues and excellent performance.  
A few weeks later, having sat in the garage
unused during that time, I started it up
and let it warm up for a short jaunt.  Having been an MGB owner a few decades
ago, I know to always check and top off
all fluids before any outing and I did so
in this case, in particular the clutch and
brake reservoirs.  We took off, running and
shifting normally.   We drove one block
from our house and at the first stop sign,
downshifted without problem.  One more
block to a 90-degree turn and I noted the
clutch pedal felt VERY stiff.  I completed
the shift and had a 1 mile straight-away to
the next stop sign.  On trying to downshift
at this point (maybe 2-3 minutes since we
left the house), the clutch pedal is like a
rock - immovable.  
57

Tech Talk
Interestingly, once I put the gearbox into
neutral (with engine off), I can now shift
into any gear with no noise or grinding
(with engine running), but it’s as if all are
the same as neutral (to clarify, the car
doesn’t move).  Also note that there were
absolutely no noises, grinding, or metalon-metal sounds at all when this happened – the pedal just seemed to lock up.  
We towed it back home and unfortunately it sat there for five months due to
lack of time and money.  Today I started
it up without problem, and found the
master cylinder was dry, so I topped it up
and tried to pump the pedal.  Still stuck,
but noticed leakage around the braided
hose fitting that attaches to the slave
cylinder.  While it would be nice to replace
both cylinders and the hose, that’s a bit
expensive.  I disengaged the clutch pedal
arm from the master cylinder by removing the connecting pin, and I’d say the
master cylinder piston should have more
movement than what I’m seeing, which
I’d describe as “barely moving”. Also, the
reservoir cap has a very slight crack in it,
but enough to leak fluid when pressing the
pedal, and I’m not sure that it should be
air and pressure tight but that would seem
to make sense.  
From your experience perhaps, any idea
as to what cylinder is more likely to be
the problem (i.e. - maybe you replace
ten of one for every one of the other?).
Also, both rebuild kits have very few parts
in them.  I’m thinking that if I have a
bad or jammed piston then a complete
replacement would be in order. Is it worth
rebuilding these cylinders, or only if they
function, but perhaps leak internally thus
not keeping up sufficient pressure?
Thanks for your help!
—Herb Kreutz
Herb,
Regarding the clutch hydraulics: If
the slave leaks, it’s bad; if it’s bad, it
leaks.  If it’s not leaking, it’s OK.
If the master cylinder leaks, it’s bad;
BUT, it can leak internally and you
won’t know it except that you cannot
build up enough pressure to move the
release bearing fork.
The release bearing fork moves 3/8”
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to 7/16” when it’s working.  It will look
like much more, but put a ruler up
against it and that’s all it moves.
If the slave hose gets plugged up
(which they’re all doing now) then
with your foot you can develop enough
pressure to push the slave cylinder
out, but the pressure plate doesn’t
have enough force to push the slave
back in.  So, the next time you use the
clutch, the slave piston pushes out a
little more than it should, as it does the
next and the next....  Finally, the slave
piston pops out of the slave cylinder,
the fork jammed against the back of
the gear case housing.
This is what I believe has happened to
you.  So, change the slave hose.
John,
Love your tube movies. My question is
about the SU fuel pumps in B’s. Personally
haven’t had a problem (yet), but I have
met quite a number of B fans that have a
spare SU pump in the trunk or replaced
it with electronic versions. What’s your
experience with the reliability of SU fuel
pumps? What can you do to maintain
them properly? What are common faults?
And it should tick, right?
Keep those movies coming,
—Ruud de Wit
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Ruud!
My own experience with the SU pumps
has been great.  It is, however, an
electric device and they do have a
failure rate.  My suggestion would be
to purchase an extra pump and carry
it with you (along with four new AUC
2141 washers).  Keep that new pump
DRY or the points will corrode.
What about the “new” and “improved”
Hall’s effect pumps that don’t use
points?  They are a little more expensive but are supposed to be better. I’ve
only every seen two, and one of those
had failed.
I am not a fan of aftermarket pumps
– they are either rattling all the time or
produce too much pressure or something.
Dear John,
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I would greatly appreciate your advice
regarding the springs for my ‘77 MGB. I
have twice purchased new rear leaf springs
for the roadster that I am restoring. Both
sets (from each of the major parts suppliers) have presented a problem that has
baffled me and my fellow auto club members. It seems that the arc of the spring is
too tight (small) resulting in a very highly
raised rear part of the body. It is so high
that I cannot attach the exhaust pipe to
the rear bracket. I barely can connect the
shock lever to the rear axle.
I’ve ordered the correct part I believe (Moss
# 454-775 with six leaves). Any ideas as to
what I might do to correct this problem. I
have completely restored three other MGs
and have never dealt with this issue.
Thank you, John,
—Jack Maniscalco from Tampa, Fl
Jack,
The problems with the rear springs are
from the supplier, apparently common to all the major parts houses.
I’ve never fitted new leaf springs – I’ve
always had the old ones rebuilt. At
first this was because of the price, but
now it’s because of the quality.
I’ve received any number of communications from owners whose springs are
too tightly arched, or, if they fit, they
will collapse within six months or so.
It’s all so very frustrating because the
problems are not consistent.
If you want a set of rebuilt springs,
our price is $275 with a $100 core
charge. The banding on the springs is
the “modern” band-type and not the
really cool thick strap style of the originals. Other than that, they’re great.
Good Day John,
I spoke with you 2-3 weeks ago about
squealing rear brakes and you suggested
that the noise was probably coming from
the front disc brakes. The noise could be
eliminated by taping duct tape to the back
side of the pads which I did. Unfortunately
the squeal was not totally eliminated
although the squeal was less pronounced.
I should add that the noise was gone when
the brakes were hot.
Not completely satisfied with this fix, I
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found a Permatex product that claimed to
eliminate disc brake squeal. Called “Ultra
Disc Brake Lube” it is a synthetic lubricant
used to lubricate pins, slides, bushings,
pistons, rubber sleeves and seals. ALSO
PREVENTS DISC SQUEAL. At $1.49 a
package, I gave it a try and so far, it is
working well.
I thought I would pass this information
on. Thanks for your help and advice. It is
always well received.
Best Regards
—Ron Cribbs
Ron,
Thanks so much for the heads up. We
had a TR6 in here a couple of weeks
ago that gave a headache when you
drove it (or rather, when you stopped
it) because it squealed so badly. One
of my guys, as it turns out, had some
product as you’ve described and placed
multiple layers on the back of the
pads, curing it with the propane torch
between applications. But, in the end
it did work.
Thanks so much for getting back with
me!
Hi John,
I have viewed your videos on Youtube.
com. They are great, thank you for making
them! John, I have a question regarding oil
changes for my ‘74 MGB. I live in Orillia,
Ontario and drive the car only about 200
miles a year (for the time being until my 2
year old can come with me!).
With this mileage in mind how often
should I change the engine oil and filter?
Thanks for your help!
Sincerely,
—Andrew Bell
Andrew!
The rule is: change the oil just before
storage. This prevents the acids in the
oil from eating away at the bearing
material. But, gosh, after only 200
miles a season, I’m sure that an annual oil change is probably excessive.
But I’d do it every other or every third
year if I were you.
Thanks for the notes about the You
Tube videos!
John,
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Firstly a big thank you for making yourself
so available for questions, it is much
appreciated.  My question is in relation
to a rebuild of my overdrive unit after a
spectacular failure of two of the laygear
bearings – sent metal flakes everywhere!
The overdrive has been stripped down and
cleaned and I am preparing to replace all
bearings (ball-type) and o-rings /gaskets,
the needle bearing has been cleaned and
appears serviceable.  I have also examined
the uni-directional roller bearing set in
the clutch and cannot see any evidence of
pitting etc. I also cannot see any evidence
of pitting on the outer race.
Is it advisable to get these changed anyway and if so how difficult a job is it to
remove the outer race?  The clutch material is in good shape and is not showing
any undue signs of wear.  Is there anything
else that you think I should look at?
Thanks for your time.
—Chris Brennan

Chris,
It may have been the laygear bearings - OR - it may have been a soft
layshaft.  Be CERTAIN to drag a
good quality file across the center of
the new layshaft to ensure that it is
harder than the file!!  Also, some of the
layshafts still come through too long
– ensure that the length is correct!
But to your questions, I’m sure
you’ll be OK if you simply clean out
everything.  I’ve never removed the
outer race of the one-way clutch but
have scraped the grooves with a dentist tool to extract the flaky metal.

Reminder: John Twist will be pleased
to answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2pm EST, Monday
through Friday. (616) 682-0800 or you
can e-mail him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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Get the first 10 Years
of the MGB Driver
on 2 CDs!
For the true MGB enthusiast as well as the
curious dabbler into the world of vintage
Morris Garage. Now you can have all the
complete early issues of the MGB Driver on
your computer.
These 1991-2000 issues, many of which
are no longer available in print, contain
valuable and informative technical
articles. Articles by MG authorities like
Bob Mason and John Twist and other
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MGB experts as well as our own member
amateurs.
Included are historical articles by David
Knowles, Wilson McComb, and Ken
Smith. Plus all the original serialized
version of “Aspects of Abingdon.” Enjoy
the quizzes, trivia, humor, restoration
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anywhere else!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.
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$60 for non- members.
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The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register

Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good standing — please,
no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing.
Business or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see
inside front cover.) Ads will be run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right
to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1980 MGB – Greet Metallic/Beige. Luggage
rack, Panasport wheels, dual carbs, LE front
spoiler, fog lamps; excellent car that needs
a good home; Over $10K invested, asking
$6000. Steve Taylor, taylor672@aol.com
NC
		
070807
1970 MGB –Red/Black; restored to great condition. This car has split chrome bumpers, wire
wheels, overdrive and more. The interior has
no tears and the car comes with an optional
roll bar. (816) 304-7225. Greg Callahan, gcallahan@cbiz.com
		
070807
1968 MGB/GT - White; undergone a ground
up restoration. Fitted with factory Aluminum
hood, wire wheels with eared spinners;
engine, transmission, differential and
suspension are in great condition - $5500.
Olivio Ranasinghe (316) 200-3068. KS 010208
1974 MGB and 1972 Midget – both parts cars
that are 90% complete. No keys or titles to
either car. Contact Steve at (573) 529-3061.
MO				
091007
1978 MGB – Russet brown/Beige; 18,600
original miles and in family since new; Great
condition throughout; Webber carburetor;
new alloy wheels and tires. Contact Fred,
(813) 925-8565 or fhumberstone@verizon.net
FL 				
091007
New black fiberglass trike motorcycle trailer,
perfect for MG; follows directly in car tracks
– only $1950. Contact Joe Lamando (302)
329-9177 or (610) 310-4571 DE
111207
1977 MGB – Tahiti Blue/Autumn Leaf; chrome
wire wheels, new seats, new interior, new
carpet, new dash, new clutch, new brakes,
rebuilt carb, new tires, new top. No winter
driving, always kept in heated garage. Has
won many awards. Asking $12,500. Mike
Weisheit, (260) 228-0812 or mlweisheit@msn.
com. IN
010208
1977 MGB V8 – Chrome bumper conversion
with Rover 215 V8 and Rover 5-speed. Beautiful green with tan interior, MGC bonnet,
and a/c; 72-lace chrome wire wheels, 53k
miles; really nice car in excellent condition.
Ken Pendleton, (614) 581-7103 or kcpmgb@
isnight.rr.com OH
010208

Selling or Buying a MG?
Selling or Buying a MG? Why not take advantage of
NAMGBR’s Buy/Sell/Trade Classifieds on our website
at www.NAMGBR.org/classified? There are lots of ads
for all kinds of MGs and parts. It’s a great way to find
or sell that hard to find part or that next project.

WANTED

MGB V8 Project – I may be interested in buying your “work in progress” MGB/GT Rover
V8 project. Maybe I can take up where you
would like to leave off! IT MUST BE A GT.
Any work so far should be at least workmanlike. Western states preferred, but will consider travel if the price is right. Bob Sherman,
(503) 615-8713 OR
010208

PARTS FOR SALE

Rare MG Books – Ken Smith has been given
a selection of MG books: MG: The Sportscar
America Loved First, Classic MG Yearbook
1973, MG International 1974, and MG World
1975 all by Richard Knudson; two copies of
the Haynes MGB workshop manual; two
copies of MG by Wilson McComb; Sprite &
Midget Super Profile; Haynes Sprite & Midget
workshop manual; and the InterEurope MGB
Manual. The first person to send him a check
for $100 made out to the Lance Armstrong
Foundation will get the books and he’ll pay
to ship them to you.		
111207
1979 MGB Parts – Flywheel, intake/exhaust
manifolds, rear shock absorbers, catalytic
converter, air cleaners, side clearance
lights, luggage rack, electronic distributors
(conversions); reasonable prices. William
Lane (209) 962-4355 CA		
111207
MGB LE style aftermarket steering wheel,
15.5 inches, Like new - $100. Geoff
Wheatley;MdgiGeoffrey@aol.com    NY

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2008
• Jan 18-20 – British Motor Trade Association meeting, Tampa, FL; www.britcar.org
• Jan 26 – University Motors 33rd Birthday Party, Ada, MI; www.universitymotorsltd.com
• Feb 17 – Brit Classic Car Show, Boca Raton, FL; www.goldcoastbritcar.org
• Feb 24 – Chicagoland Swap Meet, Dupage City Fairgrounds, IL; www.chicagolandmgclub.com
• Feb 29 – Mar 2 – Tucson British Car Roundup, Tucson, AZ • (520) 743-9277
• www.tucsonbritish.com
• Mar 29 – British Car Day, New Orleans, LA; • (504) 236-7509 • www.bmcno.org
• April 11-13 – GOF South, Silver Springs, FL • www.britishcarclub.net
• April 19-20 – Missouri Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO • www.stlouismgclub.com
• May 16-18– Carlisle Import Show, Carlisle, PA
• June 1 - British Return to Ft Meigs, Perrysburg, OH; Tennytony@worldnet.att.net
• June 1 – British & European Car Show, Caledon, ON; www.mgtoronto.com
• June 10 – British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA • (610) 847-5988
• www.keystonemg.com
• June 26-29 – Spridget Golden Anniversary, Osage Beach, MO • www.sprite-midgetclub.org

• June 26-29 – MG 2008 – Valley Forge, PA • www.mg2008.com
• Aug 8 – University Motors Octagon Party, Ada, MI • www.universitymotorsltd.com
• Sept 20 – British Car Show, St Louis, MO; (314) 995-8664 • www.stlouismgclub.com
• Sept 27 – MGs on the Rocks Car Show & Parts Market, Bel Air, MD • (410) 817-6862
• rgl2mgbgt@aol.com

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors for high quality service or repairs. We can
attend to your entire MG or just a single component. Our MGB Complete Lubrication costs
$475. Our brilliantly clean and polished MGB
HS carbs are $575; MGB HIF carbs are $655.
We can attend to your soft top, your chrome,
your engine, or your brakes. I bought my first
MG in 1968, and I’ve been working on MGs
since! John Twist (#0-101), University Motors
Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street East, Ada, MI 49301;
PH: 616 682 0800
or www.UniversityMotorsLtd.com

Paul Hanley’s NAMGBR concours-winning 1964 MGB will be featured at the invitation-only
Amelia Island Concours March 7-9. This is one of the most exclusive shows on the East Coast.

Address Service Requested
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Monument at Valley Forge, PA, honors
George Washington’s
men who endured harsh
conditions and kept their
stand against the British.
MG 2008 area.

