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The Editor’s View

Chairman’s Chat

I

S

o, what did you think of that last
issue? I hope you liked it and
I hope you get used to it fast! I
was like a kid in a candy store when I
got my Drivers from the printer. I just
couldn’t wait to see the finished product in full, glorious color.
If you look through this second
full-color issue (did I mention that this
is in FULL COLOR? If not, then I’d like
to take this moment to say “full color”
a couple of dozen more times), you’ll
notice that we’ve brought back an old
favorite – the Chapter Spotlight. This
month’s spotlight shines on the British
Motor Club of Utah.
Has your club been profiled? If not,
why not put together a short history
along with the types of events your
club holds each year. Send that along
with some full-color photos to me and
we’ll get your club some great exposure among the pages of this full-color
magazine.
I recently was asked what the
difference was between registering with NAMGBR and registering
your car with the MGB registrar. The
difference is that when you register
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Robert
Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
with NAMGBR, you are essentially
registering yourself for membership
in the club and getting this full color
magazine. When you register your
car with the registrar, you are helping
the registrar compile a database of
cars still in existence, which will help
future owners track down the histories
of their cars somewhat easier. Plus you
get your name published in a full-color
issue of the Driver. If you haven’t sent
your car’s information to our esteemed
MGB Registrar, Mr. Ken Smith, do it
now while it’s on your mind. You can
either contact him via the NAMGBR
website, www.namgbr.org or you can
find his information towards the back
of the MGB Driver (in full color).

Robert
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Missed — Dennis Trowbridge

was trading emails with a friend of
mine the other day. We had been
discussing the flaming back and
forth between MG owners about different subjects. His fear was MG enthusiasts as a hobby group are falling prey
to the same type of destructive mindset that weakened the Corvette and
Jaguar groups, losing our focus on the
true meaning of being an enthusiast is
all about, friendship and camaraderie.
He lamented about society being
abrasive, unmannered, and generally
impolite even among members of the
MG community. He longed for the days
when he and I both started our love
for MGs. Friendships were made on
the show field that lasted until one of
the parties passed on from this world
to the next. The main focus of the MG
hobby was People First, the cars were
secondary.
We fondly recalled stories about
members of the MG fellowship no
longer with us, but will always remain
a part of the fabric of what owning
an MG is all about. We also talked
about times of helping someone with
a broken radiator hose along side a
roadway or a busted fuel pump in the
parking lot of the event hotel, turning
down any kind of reimbursement from
the owner and just saying, “Send the
part back after you safely get home.”
It would appear those days are
becoming as rare as some of the MGs
on the road today. The people part
has slipped in importance to the point
we are arguing and name-calling in
public. Not a great advertisement to
garner enthusiasm from those outside
our fraternity.
Being a positive guy at heart and
trying to see the glass as half full, I

Bruce
Wyckoff

Chairman
NAMGBR

mentioned some of the positive things
that are taking place in the MG Kingdom. We just completed a very successful MG season, with MG 2006 being
an example of fellowship between all
MG owners.
We also have more members
then ever before signing up to have
their contact information listed in the
Mutual Aid Directory (MAD). By adding your name to this publication, you
are offering to help a fellow NAMGBR
member who is broken down in your
area.
In closing, I told my friend the
true meaning of MG is putting the
top down on a Saturday afternoon
and driving some place ... any place
... while remembering the friendships
I have made over the years. Driving through the countryside with the
wind in my graying hair and my arms
reaching around my expanding gut to
the steering wheel, I feel the same way
I did when I first bought my MG Midget in 1981. Turmoil about the proper
hose clamp or the correct sticker on
the washer bottle will come and go
and come back again, but true people
with class like you are the reason I am
still involved in and enjoying the MG
hobby.
Bruce

Bruce

By John Twist - NAMGBR Technical Coordinator
By Paul Konkle —San Diego MG Club

By Kim Tonry —Chicagoland MG Club
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From the Secretary

Vice Chairman’s Notes

W

ell, have you checked out
your cars for the long trip
to California or located the
best deal on airline tickets? MG 2007
is just around the corner and things
are shaping up nicely. Our 16th Annual North American MGB Register
Richard
Convention, hosted MG Owners Club
Liddick
of Northern California, looks to be a
Vice chairman
winner. Do not miss the fun; there is
NAMGBR
still time to sign up! I hope to see a lot
of you during the event planned for
eight current NAMGBR members to be
July 16-20. For more information and
considered a chapter in “good standa registration form, please go to www.
ing.” Out of the 85 chapters we have,
MG2007.org.
20 have dropped below the required
By now, most of the local chapters
eight NAMGBR members. We have
that we have current address informatwo chapters that have no members;
tion on have received a “Chapter Rehowever, the average for those clubs
Affiliation” application. We ask that
in this group is four members. I’d like
you please complete them and return
to point out that the purpose of this
them to our secretary at P.O. 55, Whitrequirement is to help cover the cost of
tington, IL 62897-0055.
the insurance we provide and it is not
The reason for these forms is so
that we have the most up-to-date mail- our goal to punish these clubs, but to
help them get back up to the miniing addresses and list of officers for
mum. Please feel free to contact me if
your club. With the “changing of the
you have any questions or if I can be
guard” that takes place each year for
of any assistance helping you mainmost clubs, we need this information
tain your numbers.
to better serve you. Is your club’s copy
In closing, I would like to welcome
of the MGB Driver going to the president
our newest chapter, Blount British
who stepped down three years ago? Is
Cars of Maryville, Tenn. Maryville
the information posted on our website
is located just outside of Knoxville.
reflecting your current club contacts?
Jim Watson is the club president and
Have you changed web or e-mail adthey have 33 members. In addition to
dresses?
this club, we have one club pending,
Another item of business I have to
the Brandywine British Car Club of
bring up is our requirement that the
local chapters maintain a minimum of Delaware.

Richard

E

very other month I get a couple of
emails or calls from people wondering why they haven’t gotten
their copy of the Driver yet. Their friend
across town got theirs. Or they saw an
article on the internet about some guy
in Canada who got their copy. “Why
don’t I have mine?” Let me take a little
time to explain how the printing and
the mailing is handled.
Domestic Drivers are mailed third
class in order to save on postage. Because of the reduced postage, they are
delivered at the post office’s discretion.
That means they can be held up due
by heavy work load at my post office
or yours, and can take two to three
weeks to reach you. This is why your
fellow club member across town can
get his copy of the Driver up to a week
earlier than you.
Canadian and overseas issues
have to be mailed first class. They get
moved to the head of the line and that
is why many Canadian members seem
to receive their newsletter quickly.
Doesn’t seem fair does it? National
health care, they get their Drivers
faster, AND they’ve got better beer!
Using this issue as an example,
the current Driver goes to the printers by the second week of the month
before you are due to receive it, about
April 20. After printing, all Drivers will
be mailed on at the same time, on or
about April 25. This is timed so that
everyone will receive the May/June
issue sometime during the month of
May.
Now there are some other prob-

Jerome Roseberger
Secretary
NAMGBR
lems that can throw a monkey wrench
into the works. Usually it turns out
to be some sort of address problem.
Because people often forget to inform
us when they move, the first thing I always do in these cases is confirm that
I have the correct and current address.
To avoid any problems in this area,
please check your mailing address on
this newsletter. If it is incorrect in any
way, send me an e-mail to have it corrected. If you move or are planning
on moving, please let me know of your
new address as soon as possible.
If you have any problems with
Driver delivery, let me know immediately. We want to help you with your
problem quickly. But at the same
time, please be patient. Please don’t
call me on the first of May, or July, or
September wondering why you have
not received the current issue yet. It
is probably still in transit, but if you
haven’t received it by the 30th of May,
July, etc., let me know! We’ll get a
replacement copy out to you with the
very next mailing, because sometimes
they just get lost.

Jerome

Kokopelli 11/MGB 1800
MG 2006 Gatlinburg
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The MGB Registrar

Bling for your MGB!

Finally, if you don’t drive in
California, you can dress up your
MGB with the latest jewelry for your
headlights! I don’t think they will sway
concours judges, but they look nice on
any MGB where the regulations allow
them. (If you like this sort of thing!)
otherwise they’d make good earrings
on elephants!

H

ello again! We hope you are
enjoying your early summer
MG activities a much as we are.
After a brutal winter in some parts, it’s
good to get out with the top down and
enjoy our MGBs as they were made to
be enjoyed!
First, I have to tell you that due to
work constraints and his chairmanship of MG 2008, Steve Harding has
relinquished the position of MGB
1974½ registrar. Your chairman,
Bruce, has asked me to fill the gap
until a new registrar is appointed. So,
all of you who have not yet registered
your 1974½ MGBs, please let me have
details at the earliest possible opportunity. Go to the NAMGBR website and
click on “Register your MGB” – that
comes straight to me.
Now for something completely
different, and this goes to show that
NAMGBR reaches parts of the world
that others don’t! I recently had an
e-mail from the military attaché at the
British Consulate in Albania! (Look it
up on the map!) Lt. Col. Mark Vickers,
who is stationed out there, wrote to me
about a Limited Edition MGB/GT he
was considering buying!
Yes, a LE GT – which turned out to
be one of the last thousand RHD “Last
Edition” cars built in Sept/Oct 1980.
An exchange of e-mails took place,
in which Mark told me he intended
to drive the GT back to Albania from
England after he’d purchased it, and
would write it up for the MGB Driver.
However, the price the owner was
asking seemed too good to be true
to me, and so it was that the car was
sold before Mark could get back to the
UK and clinch the deal! While disappointed, Mark assures me that he will
look out for another MGB, and this
time will clinch the deal before the B
disappears!
Also from Europe, Rob Veldhoen
in the Netherlands is looking for
information on his MGB which was
imported from California. GHN3L
123744, engine number 18 GB-U-H



Ken Smith
MGB Registrar

Rob Veldhoen’s MGB

77557 was originally Mineral Blue, but
is now Tartan Red. The previous owner
was Carlin Harrington who lived in
Sonoma and the original California
plate was 2BQE945, Any and all information welcomed – please send any
news to me.
A couple of items for your information: We have a NAMGBR member who is working on producing the
plaques which were affixed to the fenders of the 1967 MGB/GT Special model.
Once produced, these will be offered
to members at a discount. Watch this
space for further details! The second
item is that I’m collecting info on MGB
LEs: Please see the end of this article
for more info.
Also, speaking of Limited Edition
MGBs, I am reminded of a technical
note the late Dennis Trowbridge once
commented upon where the nuts that
secure the front hubs to the rotors were
so badly corroded that the nuts were
flaking away! Dennis wrote: “The nuts
looked like a flower with petals of rust,
peeling from the edges of the nuts. On
several nuts the rust had eaten right down
to the bolt itself. I can’t help feeling that
if any of the cars affected by this problem
had the brakes lock up in an emergency
stop, the bolts would have let go altogether.”
I have never seen this condition on
wire or Rostyle wheels so my guess is
that some sort of chemistry is at work
between the alloy wheels, the steel nuts
and bolts and the moisture trapped in
the wheels. Rear hub nuts on several LEs were also corroded so I urge
anyone owning an LE MGB with alloy
wheels to inspect these nuts — NOW!
MGB DRIVER
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Latest Registrations received:
Many thanks!

Mark Williamson ........................ 1973 MGB/GT
Richard Davis................................... 1974 MGB
Peter George.............................. 1971 MGB/GT
Dean Swanson.................................1968 MGB
Andrew Perry....................................1980 MGB
Gary & Sue Streit.............................. 1979 MGB
Barry Lacey................................. 1970 MGB/GT
John Clapperton...............................1966 MGB
Michael Geraghty.............................1964 MGB
William Gillson...... 1971 MGB & 1974 MGB/GT
Tony Elder......................................... 1971 MGB
Ned Shields......................................1968 MGB
Larry Wyatt......................................1974 MGBs
Tom Miller................................... 1973 MGB/GT
Carolyn Baranowski......................... 1975 MGB
Peter Bonasia............................. 1973 MGB/GT
Frank Meyer......................................1980 MGB
Douglas Bentz.................................. 1977 MGB
Eric Baker..........................................1963 MGB
Stay safe and fasten those seat belts!

Ken

Attention, MGB LIMITED EDITION owners! I am in the process of compiling a little tribute to the U.S. Spec Limited Edition MGBs, and would welcome
enecdotes, opinions and photos to help in this project. We’ve already got lots
of good stuff, some of which has never been published before, and all contributions will be acknolweged. If you’re an LE owner and feel you can help, I’d be
delighted to hear from you.
Outline for Ken Smith’s book on the MGB Limited Edition
Preface
Acknowledgement
Dedication to Marce Mayhew
Forward – Bob Burden
Chapter 1: Genesis of the Limited Edition
Chapter 2: History & Development, including LE package
Chapter 3: The Milestone LEs
Chapter 4: Canadian Limited Editions (numbers, etc)
Chapter 5: LE Owners’ Views (US/Canada/Overseas)
Chapter 6: Road Tests
Chapter 7: Dealer advertising press pulls/showroom display
Chapter 8: Bills of sale (dealer invoices)
Chapter 9: Accessories (trunk carpets, road wheels, stripes)
Chapter 10: LE Oddities (snowplow-Leg-Tapestry T-shirt, Sony adverts)
Chapter 11: LE model cars
Chapter 12: Heritage certificates, etc
Chapter 13: Specifications/numbers built
Chapter 14: On buying a LE, Jim Pelliterie
MGB DRIVER
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Letter to the MGB Registrar

T

he following is a letter from Steve
Langenberg. Steve recently completed the restoration of his ’75
MGB. Why not send in something to
me on your B? — Ken Smith
My MGB is a 1975 with 50,000 miles
on it. It’s been in my family over 30 years;
my grandmother was the second owner,
purchasing it in 1976. With her passing
in 1991, it was passed down to me and
I’ve had it since. In 1997 another family
member was involved in an accident and
the MG was taken off the road and buried
in the garage.
In 2005, time, money, the immense
help of my friend Doug Wozny, and
California’s new smog exemption for cars
over 30 years old allowed me to restore
and return it to the road.
The restoration took place June 2005
through January 2006. The majority of
work was completed between June and
late August and between mid-December
and January. The paint color is based
on Mazda’s titanium grey metallic from
2004. DuPont Chromabase and clear was
used. So far it’s had 3,500 miles put on it
and with the exception of a minor timing
chain cover leak, it has been absolutely
flawless.
The fiberglass bumpers are made by
morSpeed (www.morspeedperformance.
com) The front is based on the original
rubber bumper with the top cut off and the
spoiler added to the bottom. The
rear is also a modified rubber
bumper with a recess for the
license plate.
Installation was fairly
straightforward. The front is
similar to doing a chrome bumper conversion. The new bumper
is bolted on the same way the
original valance bolted on. The
rear was very simple and requires
nothing more than a few holes
drilled for mounts, and is easily
reversible. Two sets of brackets
were made, one set is under the
tail lights while a second set uses
the license plate at its mounting

10

point. The mounting method turned out to
be extremely solid.
The engine was completely rebuilt,
with a 270 cam installed. I decided to
go with a Weber 38 Outlaw with Peco
headers. I’ve been very happy with this
combination. It’s great for around town
and really shines in the mountains and
on the California freeways with no issues
keeping up with the very fast moving
southern California traffic. The suspension
was completely rebuilt with 2-inch lowering springs front and rear and a pre -’75
sway bar added.
An online log of the restoration can be
found at www.britishcarforum.com/bcforum/ubbthreads.php/ubb/showflat/Number/118844/site_id/1#import)
High resolution exterior pictures can be
found at http://75mgb.com/kensmith/
— Stewart Langenberg

Letters to the Editor
Hi Robert,
After reading Dan Masters’ article in
the January/February issue of the MGB
Driver, I have some concerns regarding the addition of the new “Modified
Register.” With the quickly growing number of modified MGs, I can see the need
for the addition of the class with more V8
and V6 conversions as well as other radical
performance and cosmetic enhancements.
However, what I don’t understand
is why this class would be excluded from
award eligibility at NAMGBR events. Other
than Concours and specific individual
awards, event participants are all eligible
for Popular Vote awards. Why would we
not want to include those folks who have
chosen to modify their cars?
There is at least equally if not more
effort and preparation, not to mention
creativity and innovation, put in to these
vehicles as there are in the “conventional”
classes.  I believe it would be a HUGE mistake not to include those folks in eligibility
for some recognition of their efforts.
After all, we are charging them the
same registration fees as every other
participant. I feel that not including the
modified vehicles in popular vote award
eligibility will discourage many folks from
attending and sharing their efforts and
creativity with other enthusiasts.  That
would be a great loss!
I fully understand that “modified”
cars could not compete among the Concours class and that there are other “specific” awards that are given to exceptional
vehicles that represent preservation and
significant achievements.

However, modified cars represent
significant effort and should be included
in popular voting.
For the record, I do not have a modified car, but have many friends and fellow
club members who do, and I feel it would
be a mistake for them not to have the
opportunity to receive some sort of formal
recognition for their efforts. If my understanding of Dan’s article is correct, I really
think this decision should be reconsidered.
Thank you,
Bill Gillson, Member # 8-3790
Thanks for the feedback, Bill. Responding to this will be our chairman,
Bruce Wyckoff:
After following the discussion concerning the Modified class at NAMGBR
shows, the executive board discussed the
matter and made the following decisions:
We agreed the V8 Register should be
split into the Original and Modified groups
and each will have its own voting class
with awards (if enough are registered).
We think that participating in the
Modified Class at a NAMGBR event should
not exclude you from receiving votes for
your project and receiving awards.
(If you want to participate in
NAMGBR events, but do not wish to receive
votes for you car, please note that on the
windscreen card or cross out your class/car
number. It is up to the owner to determine
which class best fits their particular car.)
If you have additional questions,
please feel free to contact me.
Bruce Wyckoff
MG 2006 Gatlinburg
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Norbit - MGBs in the Movies
Photo by dre a mworks LLc & Par a mount Pic tures

Dear Editor:
Another tale from the dealership! My
very first job in the USA was working as an
MG/Jaguar mechanic at Bob Bell Imports,
in Main St, Salem, Virginia. Having served
my time and apprenticeship in England at
a BMC distributor in Chester, I could not
believe the poor quality of workmanship at
this authorized British Leyland dealership.
For example, we know that to replace
the rear main seal on an MGB, you need
to pull the engine. The clowns at this
dealership had figured out that if you took
a “Muffler Gun” (a pneumatically operated tool for cutting sheet metal) you could
cut out the center cross member under
the car and then pull the transmission
from underneath! This cross member was
welded into the bodywork to strengthen
the body structure. After the trans was R
& R, and the seal replaced, they would
throw this cutout cross member into the
garbage. Bare in mind, these were brand
new MGBs, in for warranty work due to the
oil leak.
To increase the service department’s
cash flow, the service manager was submitting dubious warranty claims for the replacement of MGB rear main seals. British
Leyland finally caught on to this one. They
informed him that while he had submitted
X amount of warranty claims, he had not
purchased a single rear main seal from BL
for the warranty work performed!
The days of tuning an MG engine “by
ear’ went out in the model year 1975 with

the fitting of the catalytic converter, the
single Stromberg carb, and all the other
emissions equipment required for all MGs
up to the end of production. Despite the
fact that the engine emissions label clearly
stated that a CO analyzer must be used to
set the carburetor mixture, I would watch
in disbelief as these idiots were trying to
tune the Stromberg carburetor by ear. The
catalysts were glowing red-hot and they
had no idea why!
This was all a long time ago, but
I thought members might like to get a
glimpse of just what went on to sell the
cars we all love.
Best wishes,
—Paul Lewis, Ex Leyland salesman
Thanks for sharing this with us
Paul. Hopefully we’ll get to meet you
at MG 2007 in Sonoma, California!
Robert,
I don’t suppose I will be first to notice
this, but on pages 56-57 there is an article
on adjusting or correcting the excessive
caster angle on the MGB by Alan Tucker.
Ok, the article is fine EXCEPT for the
picture... After a page of discussion on
what it is, and how to change it using the
new plastic shim piece; the picture used to
illustrate caster is in fact a picture showing
wheel CAMBER. Actually camber can be
also adjusted to the negative with a shim,
(placed under the shock absorber) but not
like the one in the article.
—Wayne Hardy
Sorry about the goof Wayne – that
was my fault, not Alan’s!
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By Bill Hiland and Dan Shockey
MG Owners Club of Northern California

H

ave you seen the new movie
released in theaters in February
called “Norbit”? Eddie Murphy
stars, playing three different characters. But the true star of the movie, at
least from MGB club members’ point
of view, is the purple MGB hardtop
with real gold-plated trim featured
prominently throughout the film. This
is the story of how a couple of MGOC
members made it happen.
DreamWorks, the producers of
“Norbit,” contacted MG clubs throughout California looking for three
identical MGB cars for the film. George
Steneberg of the MGOC of Northern
California recognized the opportunity
and contacted Bill Hiland of “On the
Road Again,” who he knew was probably the only source of three identical
cars meeting DreamWorks’ criteria.
Bill responded to DreamWorks and
learned that they needed one complete
MGB DRIVER
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running car with a hardtop, one car
with a hardtop but without engine and
transmission, and one car cockpit for
close-up sound stage filming only.
Bill had been collecting MGBs for
the last three years in order to launch
his new MGB restoration business. As a
result, Bill had just what they needed.
Grateful for George’s referral, Bill
contacted DreamWorks and negotiated
the deal.
Dan Shockey, an MGOC member
who works with Bill at On the Road
Again, led the project to respond to the
movie producer’s needs. Dan and Bill
took parts and pieces from the On the
Road Again inventory to make sure
that all three cars were identical in the
ways that they needed to be to meet
DreamWorks’ specifications.
All three cars assembled by Dan
were maroon with hardtops. But they
were late-model rubber bumpers
which DreamWorks wanted to convert to chrome bumper cars. On the
Road Again supplied the conversion

13

kits, with the help
of O’Connor Classics, the local Moss
distributor.
The interiors
had to be exactly the
same because of the
requirements of the
photo shoots. As you
may know, in late
The DreamWorks-ordered MGBs. on their way to stardom.
model cars there are
it turned out, to fit the movie’s theme
many differences in
the details of the dash, steering wheels, and the Eddie Murphy’s character(s),
DreamWorks ended up painting all
and other interior features. Matching
three cars a bright purple. In addition,
all of these exactly was a challenge
they bought new, gold-plated spoke
which Bill and Dan were able to meet
wheels and gold-plated all the chrome
because On the Road Again has a
trim – not what we would consider to
large inventory of parts cars to draw
be traditional British colors!
from. They also had to make sure that
Norbit is a funny movie with Eddie
the exteriors of the cars matched, and
Murphy doing a great job of portraythat involved work such as replacing
ing three different characters. Once
exterior trim.
again, MGBs share a starring role in a
For the car without an engine that
Hollywood production. Be sure to see
was used for close up shots, it was necit!
essary to cut down the front springs to
avoid looking like the car did not have
an engine. The car in driving condition required the most work, including
pulling an engine from another MGB.
It was exciting to have the flat bed pull
up to the shop’s loading dock for the
three MGBs, shiny and ready to be tied
down for their trip to Hollywood.
Bill and Dan were rather startled
to see the photos from DreamWorks as
they followed the progress of the cars
being converted to their star roles. As
Tricked-out MGBs with gold wheels.

Hellertown, Pa. 2006
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British Motor Heritage Center
Photo by Tony burgess

P h o t o s p r o v i d e d b y B i ll H i l a n d & D a n s h o c k e y

Norbit

By Geoff Wheatley
New England MG T Register

I

know that some of you have visited
the British Motor Heritage Centre
in the UK where owners of British
vehicles can spend a few hours looking
at a very large selection of both preand post-war British cars that once
were exported to almost every corner
of the world.
Sad to say, today this unique
industry has simply faded away, gone
but certainly not forgotten as the readers of this excellent publication well
know! I first visited the Heritage Center
when it opened more than 10 years
ago, and since then have managed
to spend a few hours every other year
testing the local brew and reviewing
the ever-changing selection of vehicles
on display.
Apart from the cars the Heritage
Centre showcases, another unique
service they provide is the construction of Heritage bodies for both the MG
Midget and the MGB. These are brandnew units built to the original factory
specifications.
They also are able to supply various quality parts, again, built to original standards. For example, you can
obtain various items for the restoration
of an MG or Triumph, Morris or Mini.
The restoration service started back in
the late 1980s when they introduced
new MGB bodies that could be purMGB DRIVER
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chased by any owner who wanted to
undertake a real restoration project
with a new and completely authentic
body. To my knowledge this was a first
in the restoration business. Where else
could you purchase a complete body
for a vehicle that had been out of production for many years?
Today, these same units are being
shipped all over the world, and demand is still growing. In order to provide this service thousands of obsolete
production tools had to be recreated,
thousands of original drawings had to
be filed or simply reprinted and then
transferred to computer storage. Each
new body is zinc coated and electrophoretically primed. This involves submerging the complete body shell into
an electrically charged tank of anodic
primer. As to be expected, these body
shells are not cheap; but if you want to
keep your restored MGB or Midget, etc.,
for the next 25 years, this is the only
way to go.
Another service available from
Heritage is their records archive where
you can trace the original production
details of your post-war vehicle and
obtain a certificate of originality. I
have such details for a MGTD and a
MGTF obtained at a modest cost.
For more information on the various services Heritage provides, contact
www.bmh-ltd.co.uk. This website can
answer questions and provide additional information of the complete
range of services available.
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MG 2007 Update

By Dan Shockey & Andy Preston

T

MG 2007
July 16-20
Sonoma Wine
Country
California
Tour through California exquisite

wine country, experience Redwood
Canyon, cruise Muir Woods, up
the Pacific Coast, and down San
Francisco hills to the Golden Gate
Bridge. This is more than a MG car
show, it is a destination for vistas,
culture, MG touring, and making
friends.
Go! www.MG2007.org
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75 miles north of Vancouver is MG

God Country. Like no other place,
you and your MG will never feel
more alive. Twisty mountain roads
with eye popping vistas that only
the Canadian Rockies can deliver.
The place you’ll remember for the
rest of your life. All British marques
and non-NAMGAR members welcome! www.gt32.com
MGB DRIVER May/June 2007

he MG 2007 committee in Northern California is getting excited
about the event with all the folks
coming out from across the country
July 16-20. Judging by the quantity of
rooms reserved at the host hotel and
the amount of vendor interest, the
event looks to be large in numbers.
We have been feeding you information for much of the past year in
the MGB Driver and on our web site
(www.MG2007.org). The event focus is
the nation’s premier wine country, the
Napa and Sonoma counties north of
San Francisco, and the coastal areas
and small towns of the North Coast.
We have a feature day-long tour
planned to the village of Mendocino,
traveling along Highway 1 up the
coast and returning by Highway 101
through the redwood forests. We are
calling this the “Mille de Mendocino,”
with the flavor of the grand European
tours.
One of the event banquets will be
held at the historic Union Hotel in the
small town of Occidental. We also plan
a grand car show with optional concours judging, valve-cover races, tech
sessions, a silent auction of MG and
wine-related stuff, and a gymkhana.
Recently we tested a tour to the
MGB DRIVER
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Napa Valley that we believe
will be a popular event.
Fifteen MGs and other British
cars participated. The day
was very warm with many
tourists in the popular Napa
tourist areas, and so provided
a good test of the routes and
stops we plan to make in July.
The Napa tour will go
out through the winding
back roads and fantastic
vineyards to Kenwood. From
there we head up and over
Trinity Road into the Napa
Valley. Of all roads in Sonoma County, Trinity must
be one of the best sports car
roads ever. The road winds up steep
inclines and through twisty turns and
spectacular scenery.
The first stop will be at V. Sattui
winery in the Napa Valley which is
kind of funky and crazy, but really
fun. Wine tasting is free providing you
can fight your way to the bar. There’s
also a great cheese deli, cellars, and
wonderful grounds. We’ll drive via the
Silverado Trail and on to Calistoga for
lunch and window shopping.
We’ll then head back over to
Sonoma County and stop in at Ledson
Castle winery. There is a $5 tasting
fee, but the place is fabulous and the
grounds even better. There’s a great
deli with coffee and tea, and picnic
grounds to enjoy. We’ll drive back to
the Doubletree, our host hotel, via
Warm Springs Road.
Another tour that we think will be
popular is the Bodega Bay and wine
tasting tour, going up the Russian
River and Dry Creek Valley.
This will make a great alternative to the Mendocino tour for those
who want to travel up the coast but
not for such a long day. This tour of
the breathtaking Sonoma Coastline
includes visits to two of the finest wineries in the Dry Creek Valley Appellation. We will head out to Occidental
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To eBay or Not to eBay

Update MG 2007
and then take the Coleman Valley Road into Bodega Bay. If the
weather cooperates and it’s clear,
you get the most spectacular views
of the Sonoma coastline.
We’ve requested a private wine
tasting at Mill Creek winery on
their deck high above Dry Creek
Valley, which will be followed by a
lunch stop. Views are breathtaking.
After lunch the tour will continue
to the Alexander Valley, which is
world-renowned for its Cabernets and
Zinfandels, as well its fantastic roads.
For those wishing to depart after lunch
there is a shortcut to Highway 101
back to the hotel.
A short tour is a trip to the Charles
M. Schulz museum located in Santa
Rosa. The Museum (www.schultzmuseum.org) is home to all things related
to Charles M. Schulz, the creator of the
Peanuts cartoon series. The museum’s
collection represents a wide breadth
of Schulz’s thematic work from 1950
to 2000. His personal memorabilia
encompasses items that he collected
over a lifetime. Included are items
from Schulz’s studio, hockey uniforms,
his boyhood baseball gloves, collected
artwork, and his Army sketchbook.
We are also offering a side event
of attending the well-known culinary school of Ramekins in Sonoma
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(www.ramekins.com). This
will make for an interesting
break from the motoring activities.
It will surely appeal to your better
half and enable you to score points in
the kitchen! There will be a charge of
$95 per person, payable at the time of
registration. The event will conclude
with participants dining on dishes
they created.
Many members of the local MG
clubs are working hard to make this
truly an enjoyable event. We hope you
will come.
Editor’s note: Dan is the activities
director for the MG Owners Club and lives
in San Jose, Calif. He drives a 1979 Midget
and an MG TD. Andy is active making
arrangements for MG 2007. He lives in
Rohnert Park and drives a 1973 BGT and
a 1967 tourer. Andy is also restoring an
MGA coupe.
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By Dennis Silance
Keystone Region MG Club

B

y now, most of us are familiar
with eBay, the Internet giant, the
common man’s auction house
known as eBay. By far the world’s
largest flea market, millions of items
are bought and sold around the world
each month through this website. You
name it and it can be found for sale
here, from clothing to coins, real estate
to stamps – there’s virtually a category
for everything and anything. You can
even find the wacky and weird such as
the guy who auctioned off space on his
forehead for advertising or the decadeold toasted cheese sandwich said to
bear an image of the Virgin Mary (sold
for $28,000!).
But at eBay Motors, a specialty
site within eBay, you can buy or sell
new cars, vintage cars, RVs, jet skis,
motorcycles, new and used parts from
engines to floor mats, and anything in
between. The eBay Motors site functions the same as eBay, except the
only items sold are related to vehicles,
boats, airplanes and the accessories,
all in one tidy spot.
It’s here that us little British car
enthusiasts can waste many productive hours, usually at work, perusing
hundreds of items listed for auction
specifically for our model interest. Just
MGB DRIVER
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do a search for “MGB”, and more than
1,000 items will appear before you, up
for auction, with starting bids as low
as 99 cents! Who can resist?
Do you have a pile of spare parts
left over from that restoration project
you did to your LBC a few years back?
Or maybe you’ve been thinking of selling your BGT and buying a big Healey.
Still searching for those chrome instrument bezels that are no longer being
made? Or, how about a good set of
used trim rings for those wheels? EBay
motors is the place to go. Sure, there
are other auction sites, but eBay is the
king!
“Harrumph”, you say, “I’m an old
guy, I never bought anything online
yet” or “This computer stuff is as
confusing as a Lucas wiring loom.”
Or, “I have to give out my credit card
number? Won’t someone steal my identity?” All valid concerns for some of us
old dinosaurs, to be sure. But let’s take
a look at the pros and cons of buying
and selling online versus buying or
selling at a swap meet or flea market,
and then you decide to eBay or not to
eBay.

Buying an Item

EBay is an online auction site, so
once you find something you want,
you must enter a bid online. In order
to do so you must be registered, which
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ebay
is free. Yes, you must give them a valid
credit card number as well as your email address. They will also ask you to
open a PayPal account, which I would
recommend. If you win the item you
have to pay for it, plus shipping fees,
somehow. You could send a certified
check or money order (too slow) or
do as most people do, use PayPal. It’s
owned by eBay and it’s how people
and businesses send and receive
money online. You don’t have to keep
giving your credit card or bank info to
different people — the seller pays the
fees and PayPal is as safe as it gets on
the Internet.
But — and this is big — you’re
buying and paying for an item that
you haven’t seen with your own eyes.
You are relying on a description and
pictures submitted by a person who
you don’t know from a hill of beans
and who can sometimes be a bit embellishing in their description of the
item, especially if it’s a car. A used part
is one thing, but how a person can buy
a whole car without ever seeing it is
beyond me. I’ve seen some parts cars
listed as “a great restoration project.”
That should send up a red flag right
there. I’ve gone to see some of these…
A great restoration project for whom,
Houdini? It’s all based on good oldfashioned trust and faith here and for
the most part, British car people are a
pleasure to deal with.
Tips: Ask the seller questions such
as “Was the part working when it was
removed from the car?” or “Do you
belong to any British car clubs?” If he
responds quickly and sounds like he
knows what he’s talking about, that’s a
good thing. Check his feedback rating
and what people are saying about him
in the comments section. If he’s honest
his rating will be high.
Now, there is something to be said
for perusing the tables at an automotive flea market, holding an item in
your hand, striking up a conversation
with the seller, looking him in the eye,
perhaps even having a buddy with
you who offers his opinion before you
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strike the deal. And best yet, we’re
usually talking cash here. And as we
all know, cash talks. With this kind of
venue buying there is usually a little
wiggle room in the price and nothing
feels better than getting a bargain and
taking it home with you! You can only
get that experience at a vendor’s booth
or table at a club event, a car show or a
big venue like Carlisle.
No giving out credit card numbers
or bidding on an item and having to
wait a week to find out if you won it,
and if you did, another 10 days till
you get it. And there’s the dreaded
“surprise” when you open the package only to discover the item listed as
NOS (new old stock) was really ROS,
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not charged if your item fails to
sell.) PayPal takes a cut for handling the money end. Figure on
losing about 10 percent in total
of the selling price to fees. Selling
a car is a bit simpler with the
insertion and transaction fees
fixed. Last I checked it was $90
total to sell a car at eBay Motors
and of course PayPal could take
up to 5 percent for handling the
financial transaction.
The big bonus of using the
online auction venue is the mass
audience factor. The auctions
typically run for seven days, 24At the Philadelphia MG Club’s British Flea Market.
hours a day. While you sleep or
goof off at work, looking for other
(rusty old s---). Unfortunately, events
like these specialty flea markets are far items to buy with the money you make
selling these old spares to some unsusand few in between and with the onset
pecting victim (remember ROS?), your
of eBay and its mass audience appeal,
item is in front of hundreds of people,
I’m afraid we will see less and less
day and night, around the world.
of this form of trading in the not so
There is even a counter at the botdistant future. Enjoy these events while
tom of the listing for you to see how
they’re still around.
many people have viewed your item.
Buying advantage: Toss-up
It’s not unusual to see 2,000 hits or 10
between the two for now. If you want
bidders vying for a 1973 MG Midget
the part right away and find it listed
listing. Try getting that response from
on eBay at a reasonable price, bid on
a print ad or a club classified ad. But
it. If there is an event in your area, go
quite frankly, good used parts are
there. Even if you don’t buy anything,
where the money is. Sinking $6,000
you can get an idea if some of that
into a Midget and selling it for $5,000
“junk” you have at home is worth
… well, you don’t have to do much
anything.
math there.
Tips: Clean up the part and paint
Selling an Item
it before taking the picture and listTo start selling those old parts
ing it. Test the part if possible and let
online, you will need an account
people know it works. For items like
with eBay and PayPal, plus a digital
slave, brake and master cylinders,
camera, a bunch of boxes and a lot
buy an inexpensive rebuild kit and
of time. The listing process is quite
install them. You’ll get instant bidders.
easy and I think that has contributed
Start your opening asking price low
to eBay’s success. The program walks
– it works. There is one fellow selling
you through it step by step, offering
British car parts on eBay who starts all
all kinds of options along the way
his opening bids at .99-cents and ends
designed to make your item stand out
up selling everything he lists at decent
from the rest and attract more bidders,
closing prices. Describe the piece
thus making more money for you (and
eBay!) Choose only the basic options to honestly and accurately, and remember that spelling counts, especially in
get started. The insertion fee is based
on your starting bid price and the final the title description. (Misspelled items
won’t come up in the search engine,
value fee is a sliding scale determined
although — another tip — these misat the end of the auction. These are
spelled items make a good place to
not options, and you must pay these if
shop. These items typically get very
your item sells. (The final value fee is
MGB DRIVER
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ebay
few bids.)
Lastly, ship the item professionally. That means package the item
securely by using a good sturdy box
with plenty of packing material and
ship it quickly. Your winning bidder
will be back to your auctions again
and again, and will post favorable
comments about you as a seller. One
other tip on shipping: For large items
like fenders and hoods that are above
the U.S. Postal Service size limit or just
downright too expensive at UPS, try
sending via Greyhound bus. You’ll be
surprised how inexpensive it may be.
Now, selling at a flea market
has the obvious drawback of having
to pack everything up to travel in a
vehicle that will carry you and all this
stuff, plus tables and chairs for set-up.
(A picture of the Beverly Hillbillies
should come to mind). Consider vendor
fees and registration each time you
go, plus being outside at most venues
at the mercy of the weather and just
hoping you sell enough just to cover
expenses.
Then there is the pricing aspect.
How do you know what price some of
these relics will fetch? Is there even
a market for them? Will I sell it too
cheap? Am I asking too much? You
have to do your homework here. Of
course, you have to be prepared to
pack it all up when the event is over,

22

take it back home, sneak it into the
garage (remember you told your wife
you were getting rid of this stuff), and
claim “you broke even for the day” as
long as you don’t count the ticket you
got for the fender that fell off the truck
and got run over by a state trooper.
All in all, you can meet some very
knowledgeable folks at these events;
maybe even trade a transmission for
a steering wheel if you’re lucky and
perhaps spend some quality time with
your son or daughter, proving to them
just how nutty their father is with this
British car thing.
Tip: Be prepared to sell everything
you brought and don’t bring anything
you don’t want to part with. Put a sign
up at the start of the event that says
“This booth for sale.” Have a price in
mind, say one half the total of everything priced out there. And if someone
offers it to you, take it and then leave
early. You’ve got more junk at home
anyway.
Selling advantage: eBay Motors.
You can have an auction anytime you
want, rain or shine, summer or winter.
List one item at a time or, put 10 to15
related pieces together and auction
off the whole lot. With the interest in
these little British cars ever increasing,
that pile of parts in the shed might be
worth more than you think. So either
way, whether you’re buying or selling, keep those parts moving around.
Somebody can use them!
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Blonde, Brunette– or Both?

Keli Gwyn with her husband Carl’s first love, Midge, a 1968 MGB.

By Keli Gwyn
Sacramento Valley MG Car Club

F

or years I’ve lived with a secret,
one I can no longer conceal. My
husband has another woman!
It’s hard for me to admit this shocking fact, but it’s true. I share Carl with
a curvaceous blonde he fondly calls
Midge. For years, I felt certain I could
oust her as I vied to become the love of
his life. It was a valiant effort on my
part, but at length I was forced to concede. Carl is a hopeless two-timer.
To be fair to my competition, I
must tell you that Midge was part of
Carl’s life long before I came along.
Why, his own father was the one who
introduced her to his son. Carl was a
young man in search of something
that could get him all revved up.
Midge came along and satisfied that
youthful longing. She was a radiant
beauty, and it was love at first sight.
Although she had a few lumps and
bumps due to a previous relationship,
MGB DRIVER
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he was sure he could help smooth out
her rough spots. She didn’t quite have
the get up and go that he knew she
should have either, but he was certain
that his loving care could help restore
her to her vibrant, energetic self.
For years Carl and Midge were
inseparable. He’d left his first love in
order to give Midge his undivided attention. Theirs was an active relationship. The two of them went everywhere
together. In the early days he’d often
take her to the beach, enjoying the
admiring glances his beauty received
from others who longed to be in her
company. Later he took her on frequent ski trips to the mountains. She
was flawless in the snow, showing a
gracefulness that brought him such
satisfaction. Carl even ventured to
travel all the way to Canada with
Midge, a trip that would prove whether
or not she could make it over the long
haul. She showed herself to be a faithful companion, never once faltering as
mile after mile was registered. She was
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Blonde or Brunette
indeed all he’d hoped she would be.
When Carl and I met, Midge was
kept quietly in the background. I think
he wanted to let our relationship progress before he told me about her. No
woman wants to share her man, after
all. I took the news fairly well. I loved
Carl and hoped our relationship could
lead to the altar, so I made a concerted
effort to understand his attraction to
Midge. I knew that a brunette like me
couldn’t honestly expect to compete
with a blonde, especially one with her
sexy figure. But Carl was a man worth
fighting for.
I’d hoped that after Carl and I
married, Midge would quietly fade
into the background. I even got bold
enough to suggest that he part with
her permanently; but that, I soon
learned, was not an option. I finally
faced my fear and met Midge. OK, she
was cute; however, she didn’t strike
me as the ultimate beauty he seemed
to find her. And yes, she was quite
peppy. The two of us even went on a
few outings without Carl so I could get
to know her, and her energy surprised
me. We gals ended up spending a good
deal of time together in the early days.
I was struggling to come to grips with
the fact that she was in Carl’s life to
stay, and I thought that knowing the
competition would help.
One can only share a man for so
long, though, before the strain takes its
toll. I grew jealous as Carl spent an increasing amount of time with Midge. I
accused him of caring more about her
than he did me. Despite his attempts to
assure me that he had enough love for
both of us, I was unconvinced. Doubts
began to eat at me. I saw evidence of
wrinkles beginning to form on my
face and gray hairs mingling with the
brown, and yet Midge looked better
than ever, thanks to all of the tender
loving care she’d receive from my man.
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It just wasn’t fair.
The day came when Carl did
have to choose between us. It was July
17, 1997. Midge was in the middle of
major surgery, and there were complications. Would he remain by her
side, or would he honor his promise to
spend my birthday with me? I could
see he was torn, but he ended up making a decision that did a great deal to
strengthen our marriage. He left Midge
in the care of the professionals and
spent the day with me.
I knew Midge was on Carl’s mind
that day, and I honestly tried to be
sympathetic. I was finally certain of
my place in Carl’s heart and was,
therefore, more able to be generous
in my thoughts toward her. I assured
my concerned husband that she was
in good hands. I knew that Lawrie
Alexander and Steve Pratt of British
Sportscar Center in Cameron Park, Calif., could finish the rebuild and make
Midge as good as new.
From that point on I was able to
view my husband’s attraction to his
Pale Primrose ’68 MGB in a new light.
He has a connection to his classic
British beauty that I’ve grown to appreciate. Spending time with Midge is
therapeutic for Carl. I’ve learned that
a session spent in the garage tinkering
with or polishing Midge can release
tension or give him time to think
something through. She’s also helped
teach him patience as he’s worked to
solve tricky problems.
Midge can make Carl smile. He
beamed the day she took her first ribbon at a car show. His face lights up
whenever he drives her. Since Midge
brings my husband such happiness,
how could I possibly ask him to end
such a special relationship? I’ve finally
decided that there’s room for both of
us in Carl’s life. He’s delighted with
this resolution. After all, what man
wouldn’t be pleased to have a blonde
and a brunette?

MGB DRIVER

May/June 2007

MG 2006 Road Warriors

Some of the intrepid travelers from the MG Car Club of Toronto attending MG 2006.

By Johan Petersen
MG Car Club of Toronto

T

he first time that my wife, Renee,
and I drove the Skyline Drive
in Virginia was in 1975 in our
Pontiac Laurentian. The drive was
beautiful. At one view point where we
parked, there was a couple touring
in an MGB. We thought that was the
perfect way to tour this scenic road, so
in 1976 we bought our 1974 MGB.
During the early winter of 2005,
I heard that MG 2006 would be in
Gatlinburg, Tenn. I checked my maps
and was excited to note that this would
be the perfect opportunity to drive
to the event from Toronto in a club
convoy and take the Skyline Drive and
Blue Ridge Parkway. I mentioned this
to some of our club members, and before I knew it I was in charge of planning the route to and from Gatlinburg.
Organizing this took some time,
choosing the best scenic route, staying off interstate highways as much
as possible, comfortable daily mileage, and good accommodation at the
end of each day. The drive South was
MGB DRIVER
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planned to take four days and the
drive home three days.
Twelve MGs joined the
convoy. Sandy Bates & John Wagner
in a TD, Jon & Kevin Rosenthall, Don
& Glen Hutton, Brian MacFarland &
Veronica, Rui Torrao & Natalia, John
& Richard Barton, Glen Buckley &
Paul, Mac & Jean MacFarlane, and
Peter Mittler in MGBs, Bob Riddell in
his BGT, and Clive Reddin & Darlene
in a Midget.
I recommended that all cars be
equipped with CBs for easy communication. A list of spare parts was
recommended and to have all cars
thoroughly checked mechanically to
make this 2,200 mile trip as trouble
free as possible.
First start point, East Toronto at 6
a.m. – three cars left with tops down.
The traffic was slow crossing the city
and it started to rain. West of Toronto
we decided that it was time to put
the tops up. South of Hamilton, Ontario, six more cars joined us and the
rest of the group was completed before
crossing the border from Fort Erie to
Buffalo, N.Y.
On crossing the border the U.S.
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MG 2006 Road Warriors
Just another roadside
repair for the group of
14 MGs that made their
way south from the MG
Car Club of Toronto to
the MG 2006 convention
in Gatlinburg, Tenn., last
summer.

A great view of
the Shenandoah
Valley from atop
the Skyline
Drive/Blue Ridge
Parkway the
runs along the
magnificent
Appalachian
Ridge from
Virginia to
Tennessee.

customs officials took exception to
John and Richard Barton, who were
travelling on British passports, and
they kept them there for an hour and
a half. Instead of holding the whole
group up, two cars stayed with the Bartons and the rest of the group started
the trip south. It rained all morning
and finally it cleared up in time for our
picnic lunch.
We finally arrived at our first day’s
destination – Cacapon Lodge in West
Virginia. We arrived at about 7:45 p.m.
only to learn that the kitchen closed at

The Skyline
Drive/Blue
Ridge Parkway
is a road just
made for topdown driving.
(We’re sure
those traveling
in the GT had
a good run as
well!)
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8 p.m. We rushed to the dining room
where the staff wonderfully accommodated our group and we had a great
dinner. The only mechanical problem
so far was a broken fan belt, which was
quickly replaced.
The second day dawned nice and
sunny. Our group (nine MGBs, one
Midget, and one TD) left for the beautiful Luray Caverns while one MGB left
for Monticello – the former residence of
Thomas Jefferson. Everybody enjoyed
the tour of the caverns with their many
unusual formations. The weather
became nice and hot – great for a top
down drive.
After lunch we drove to the Skyline
Drive and proceeded south to our
second day’s destination, The Peaks of
Otter Lodge, located on the Blue Ridge
Parkway. The drive was gorgeous and
many stops were made to enjoy the
scenery and take photos. We arrived
again late in the evening at the lodge,
where again we were accommodated
for a good dinner, enjoyed the surroundings, and the deer grazing in the
lodge parking lot.
A mechanical problem was experienced on Day 2. My fuel pump stopped
working, but after a few decisive taps
with a screwdriver handle it started
to work again. One of the members of
our group mentioned, “The first time
it ceases to work is a warning, the next
time you won’t be so lucky.” However
I was not worried since I had a new
spare SU pump in the boot.
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Day 3 we left the lodge with all
but one MGB which left from there
to go directly to Gatlinburg. A few
miles south on the Blue Ridge Parkway, we got off to refuel. At this point
Don Hutton’s MGB, which had been
running foul, finally stopped. The
group had difficulty in diagnosing
the problem so instead of holding up
the whole group, two cars remained
on the scene and the rest of the group
continued south destination of the day
– Asheville, N.C.
Again the drive was spectacular.
Unfortunately we arrived rather late at
the motel due to the initial delay. Don’s
car was eventually repaired as the
problem was attributed to a filthy air
filter which affected the carburetion
plus a broken accelerator cable which
broke while attempting to diagnose the
problem.
The owner of the motel welcomed
us and offered to drive everyone to
and from the nearest restaurant in
his private Jeep Cherokee so if anybody wanted a few drinks after our
very long drive, nobody had to drive.
We accepted his offer, but most of us
decided that we needed the walk back
after three days of sitting in our cars.

Day 4, our final drive south was
divided into two groups. One went to
visit the magnificent Biltmore Estate
and the other took the direct route to
Gatlinburg, Tenn.
Gatlinburg was very hot and
muggy and is a very busy tourist town
in the Smoky Mountains. Everywhere
we looked we saw MGs – a unique and
beautiful sight! The following two and
a half days were spent attending the
various MG 2006 events. I believe that
outside the Tennessee club, the MG Car
Club of Toronto had the largest participation with 14 MGs. There were about
1,100 various MGs at the event.
The organizing clubs did a fantastic job in putting this event together for
so many people. We know how much
work it takes as I was president of our
club when we held MG’92 in Peterborough, Ontario.
Near Gatlinburg there is a
very famous road which is a “must
drive” for sports cars and motorbikes,
called “The Tail of the Dragon.” It has
318 curves in 11 miles! Some of our
group drove it on Friday. I really did
not feel like driving so much again
before leaving for our return trip to
Toronto; however, some of our group
persisted and I finally agreed to join
a group of four MGs to leave at 5:30

The sun-baked travelers from the MG Car Club of Toronto enjoy a hearty repast.
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MGs invade biker turf at Deals Gap, landing spot for the “Tail of the Dragon” run.
a.m. to drive this unique road. Renee
decided that it would be more comfortable to stay in bed, but did get up to
take a photo of the group departing for
this special drive!
The morning was cool and foggy.
It took about an hour to get to the start
of the Tail of the Dragon by which
time the fog had lifted and the sun
was shining on the Smoky Mountains.
We had a great time driving our MGs
on this mountain road and stopped for
a well-deserved breakfast at the end.
Meanwhile the parking lot started filling up with motorbikes.
At 9 a.m. it was time to return to
Gatlinburg. My car started and died a
few seconds later. The fuel pump decided that it had enough. No tapping
could get it operating again.
So we got down to the task of replacing it. What normally should have
taken 20 minutes turned into a fourhour job! This pump had been in place
for many years and it took some time
to remove. Then, when we decided to
test the new pump before installing
it, it did not work either. Fortunately
we do our best to be prepared so I
borrowed an electronic pump from another member of our group. Once this
had been installed and working, the
car would still not start. The problem
was then tracked to a ruptured metal
MGB DRIVER
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petrol line from the tank to the pump.
During this whole operation many
MGs came and went and most owners
came by to offer assistance. Luckily one of them just happened to have a
hacksaw blade with which we cut the
metal line and another had a piece of
rubber tubing which we installed. The
car fired up and we returned to the
Tail of the Dragon for our return drive
to Gatlinburg.
The car show was fantastic. I had
never seen so many MGs in one location. I saw models which I had only
seen in magazines and books. It was
well worth the long drive!
Day 1 of the return trip, my car
acted up and died one hour into the
trip. We changed the coil, distributor cap and wires (and all the while a
steady procession of departing MGs
were waving their goodbyes to us!).
Still the #3 cylinder was not working
and as soon as the RPMs fell below
1500, it would die.
However, after awhile it seemed
to clear up and we made it to Abingdon, Tenn., where we visited the town
and had lunch at an interesting little
theatre/restaurant.
We then proceeded to our destination, the Comfort Inn in Beckley, less
one car which decided to take the interstate route back to Toronto. Here we

29

MG 2006 Road Warriors
again tried to find what was causing
the problem with my car. It appeared
to be carburetion, but it would have
been difficult to fix without dismantling the carburettors.
On Day 2, all 11 cars left for our
destination, the Holiday Inn in Dubois, Pa. All cars worked well except
mine, which at one point had to be
push started.
Day 3, all 11 cars drove home.
Most of the trip was done with the tops
up since we experienced the tail end
of some the terrible storms which were
affecting the Eastern United States. At
one point the flooding on the road was
over a foot high and a detour had to be
made.
We learned that the car that had
split with us in Beckley had broken
down outside Pittsburgh. It was towed
into Pittsburgh to be repaired. Unfortunately it broke down again in Grimsby,
Ontario, from where it was towed
home to Toronto.
Everybody who participated in our
drive to Tennessee had a fantastic experience. New friendships were made
and everybody addressed each prob-

lem with a smile, patience, and good
will. We all enjoyed giving our MGs a
good workout! My wife Renee did all
the navigating as we were the lead car.
She also briefly drove but decided that
it was easier to navigate than to drive
the leading car with a long line of MGs
roaring behind.
It was a dream come true to have
driven the Appalachians in our MGB.
Upon our return home, I took
my MG to my mechanic and found
that the problem was a small piece
of rust lodged in the float of the rear
carburettor. Although I had done
preventive maintenance prior to our
departure and checked everything
including changing the brake lines,
I overlooked the fact that the SU fuel
pump had been on the car for over 20
years. I should have probably replaced
it before our trip. At that time I would
also have found out that my new replacement fuel pump did not work.
One of the members of our
group has already offered to organize
our next long distance drive – The British Invasion in Stowe, Vt., in September
of 2007.
MG is truly the “Marque of Friendship.”

55th Rallye Glenwood Springs

Above: Hazel Hopkins gears up for the
1953 race in her 1951 MG TD.
Below: Hazel with Indy 500 winner Ralph
DePalma in Pebble Beach, Calif., in 1959.

Hazel Hopkins Marble at the Glenwood Springs Rallye in 1994 with a
1953 MG TD.

By George Smith
MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre

T

he Rallye Glenwood Springs is the
oldest, continuously held rally in
North America. The MG Car Club
Rocky Mountain Centre has sponsored
the event for 55 years. This hardy
group of sports car enthusiasts discovered the joys of top-down motoring
when MGs still had running boards!
Hazel Hopkins Marble was the ini-
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tiator of the Rallye and first president
of the MG Car Club Rocky Mountain
Centre when it was established in
October 1952.
Over the years, we have enjoyed
traveling many scenic routes to and
from Glenwood Springs as part of
the Rallye. The roads have greatly
improved since the start of the Rallye,
when you needed to leave Denver in
the wee hours of the morning in order
to be able to arrive before dinner. In
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Glenwood 55th

The team of Brian Woodhams, left, and Alan Magnuson won the Bill Barker Award in
1995. Brian is international director of the MG Car Club in the U.K. Alan is now treasurer
of the North American MGB Register.
the early rallies, weather was another
al director, flew to Denver and competchallenge due to the April date, but
ed in the event with Alan Magnuson
over the course of the last 55 years,
(now treasurer of NAMGBR) in Alan’s
we have moved the rally date to the
1978 MGB.
second weekend in June when we can
As a team, they won the Bill
celebrate the scenic grandeur of spring- Barker Award for the best combined
time in the Rockies.
results in the events of the weekend
The three-day event begins this
and finished first in their class in the
rally (Friday) and the tour (Saturday).
year on Friday, June 8, with the Rallye
which is a time/speed/distance event
On Sunday, Alan’s car placed first in
that will challenge the novice as well
its class in the car show.
as the experienced rallyist. Teams
The 55th Annual Rallye Glenwood
leave from Denver and make their
Springs takes place June 8 to 10, 2007.
way to the finish in Glenwood Springs,
Friday: Denver to Glenwood Springs,
Colo.
Colorado Saturday and Sunday: Glenwood
Saturday’s main event is a tour
Springs, Colorado.
through the scenic areas surroundAdditional information is available on
ing Glenwood Springs. The weekend
the MG Car Club, Rocky Mountain Centre
culminates with the car show and
website – www.mgcc.org.
funkhana on Sunday morning. We
You can also contact the Glenwood
expect 250 enthusiasts with more than chairman George Smith at 303-973-6157,
130 to participate.
e-mail cgmsmith@comcast.net or public
In 2005, Brian Woodhams, the
relations chairman Steve Hart at 303-985MG Car Club of England’s internation2763, email stephen_hart45@msn.com.

32

MGB DRIVER

May/June 2007

MGB DRIVER

May/June 2007

33

Chapter Spotlight: British Motor

Members of the British Motor Club of Utah strike a lively pose.

By Bill Van Moorhem
British Motor Club of Utah

I

n the summer of 1988, Salt Lake
City was a very different place
for British car owners than it is
now.  Bruce Schilling was running
Partsmaster, a foreign car part shop,
on State Street. British cars were simply
old cars and the prices were low, at
least by today’s standard.
Other than the few racers and diehards, British car owners were few and
far between. I only knew of two other
British car owners at the beginning
of that summer. One was Pete Gerity,
who worked at the university with me,
and the other was Kees Versteeg, who
I had met somewhere. Pete had a TR-3
and several other collector cars, and
was (in the most positive sense) a long
time “gearhead.”  Kees had several
MGAs and Bs. He was wheeling and
dealing with them, and I couldn’t keep
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Club of Utah

Little British cars and their owners at a scenic Utah stop.

up with exactly what he had at any
one time. I had my original 1973 MG
Midget and had just finished up a ’57
MGA coupe.
In late June or July I began to
think of trying to start an MG car club.
On one of my regular trips to Partsmaster, I told Bruce about my idea. He
took me over to the end of his counter
and showed me a note from Rich Holder who had beaten me to the idea.  I
contacted Rich and we decided that
a drive over the Alpine Loop, which
neither of us had ever done, would be
a good way to begin. I told Rich that I
knew of two other people who would
likely be interested, Pete and Kees. We
set a date in August and put up a note
in Partsmaster about the drive.
On the day of the drive, with
rather dicey weather, one additional
car with its owner turned up.  So the
original group consisted of Rich &
Shirley Holder; Kees Versteeg and his
MGB DRIVER
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daughter; Pete & Lillian Gerity; Julie &
I, and a fellow by the name of Bill who
had a 1980 MGB LE. As I remember
Rich and Kees drove MGBs, Pete his
TR-3, and I in my Midget (the “A” had
some sort of problem).
At that time Alpine was a rural
community and the Alpine Store was
a tiny, rather seedy, Mom and Pop
operation, with farmland on the other
three corners. We stopped there for
gas and a pit stop before heading over
the loop.  Although the store and the
intersection have changed, the stop is
still made, but the group won’t fit in
the parking lot anymore.  At that time,
there was no fee to drive or stop on the
loop. The last time I drove the loop,
the road and scenery really had not
changed much, but the traffic is much
denser and the pickup trucks much
bigger.
We stopped at the Sundance ski
area for our picnic lunch, sitting on
MGB DRIVER
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the big rocks surrounding the parking lot.  Rich proposed we form an
MG club but Pete, with the Triumph,
disagreed. He felt that an all-British car club was more viable. Since
he was the only one there with any
experience with car clubs, we took his
suggestion. Rich wanted to name the
group British Motor Club, with the
initials BMC.  At that time, I believe
the British Motor Corporation, BMC,
owned MG and maybe Triumph. This
was the original name of the group
but in the first year or so we learned
that British Motor Club was a popular
name around the country, and “of
Utah” was added to the name. Rich
and Shirley volunteered to publish the
original newsletter for the group.
In the Sundance parking lot Pete
also suggested several things that
continue to define the group.  His
first suggestion was that we have the
minimum amount of organizational
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structure possible for the group.  He
strongly felt that most car owners don’t
want to attend business meeting or be
officers.
(Pete tells an interesting story
about this. Sometime after the BMCU
started, he received a call from a
member of another Utah car club who
wanted to invite him to a meeting to
explain how we were “organized and
structured.” He told the fellow that he
could save him a lot of time since there
was no real organization, and no real
structure to the BMCU, and no dues.
He went on to tell him that the BMCU
was a newsletter, a bunch of enthusiastic LBC crazies, and that we would like
to just keep it like that.
There was a very long incredulous silence on the other end of the
phone. Then, he said, “No, really, we
would like you to come and explain
your ‘organization and structure’ to
our group.” Pete said that he had just
explained it and that there wasn’t anything more to really explain. The other
fellow seemed to get it at that point.)
The second suggestion was we
should never have any kind of judged
car show; these only make the people
who don’t win angry. Third, all events
should involve food.  The group continues to follow these basic principals as
close as it can.
From Sundance we drove on to
Provo Canyon, Heber, and then back
to Salt Lake City. Of the original group,
Pete & Lillian are in New Mexico, Rich
& Shirley are still in the SLC area, and
Julie & I are in Oregon. The three of us
are still members of the BMCU. I hear
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stories about Kees occasionally, but he
is no longer involved with British cars.
The other Bill never attended any other
event after the original Alpine Loop.
The next run described in the
newsletter was a trip into Emigration
Canyon in September 1988.  The newsletter says there were eight cars – the
BMCU was growing quickly!
Other events that first year included a Poker Run and an attempt
at a Funkana.  In January 1989 the
first Tech Session was held. Later that
year I became newsletter editor and
the Lucas Calendar became part of the
newsletter.
In March 1990 the first set of renewal postcards were sent out, another
of Pete’s ideas. Eighty-seven newsletters were being sent out before this
first pruning of the mailing list. In the
summer of 1990, two years after the
initial event, the mailing list exceeded
100 people.
The first Memorial Day Southern
Utah Tour was in 1991 with Julie and
I driving Highway 12 from Panguitch
to Torrey. No one else was willing to
try it, but the next year several people
with their cars joined us. This began
an annual event. In 1992 the first
British Field Day was held, organized
by Bill Davis, again beginning a series
of BFDs that has grown with the 16th
scheduled for 2007.
The BMCU has become a very successful organization.  I (and Pete and
Rich, who had the opportunity to review this) feel very honored to be part
of its founding and to have many very
good friends among its members.
MGB DRIVER

May/June 2007

Get the first 5 Years
of the MGB Driver
on 1 CD!
For the true MGB enthusiast
as well as the curious dabbler
into the world of vintage
Morris Garage. Now you can
have all the complete early
issues of the MGB Driver on
your computer.
These 1991-1996 issues,
many of which are no longer
available in print, contain
valuable and informative
technical articles. Articles by
MG authorities like Bob Mason
and John Twist and other MGB
Send credit card numbers with
expiration date or checks payable to:

NAMGBR - Back Issue CD
PO Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055
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experts as well as our own
member amateurs.
Included are historical
articles by David Knowles,
Wilson McComb, and Ken
Smith. Plus all the original
serialized version of “Aspects
of Abington.”.Enjoy the
quizzes, trivia, humor,
restoration information and
all the other entertaining and
informative advice you can’t
get anywhere else!
In PDF format, for Mac or PC.

Only $15
for NAMGBR members
$30 for non-members.

Includes shipping US & Canada only.
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Replacing a Fuel Sending Unit
u s e d w i t h p e r m i s s i o n — m o s s m o t o r s . Ill u s t r a t i o n b y b g a s t u d i o s . c o m

By Simon Dix
MG Club of St Louis

A

s I’ve been working on getting
my ’72 MGB operational again,
I have had the opportunity
to tackle several jobs I have never
thought of before or that I have any
experience in tackling.
The fuel tank sending unit was
one such job and so I thought I’d share
my findings on how to fix this. No big
secret for many perhaps, but if you’ve
never had to deal with this, it’s not
nearly as bad as I (or you) might have
thought. This took about 30 minutes
for me including taking a few pictures
at each step.
All of my other gauges were working except the fuel gauge. I tested the
gauge itself by briefly grounding the
wire (green and black) by removing
it and putting it on the other connector on the sending unit (any ground
source should work) and saw that the
needle went from empty to full pretty
quickly.
It’s probably best not to leave the
gauge grounded for too long to avoid
damaging it, so have someone ready
to watch the gauge while you ground
the wire.
The sending unit basically works
like the float (ball cock) in a toilet (it
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always helps me understand things
when I can find something to relate
to). A faulty sending unit will probably
be a float that has a hole it in and is
holding fuel so no longer floating, a
problem with the electrics/resistance
of the sending unit, or simply that the
sending unit arm isn’t moving freely.
To make sure your new unit is
working, simply connect it to the sending unit wire and move the arm/float.
Have someone check that the gauge is
moving. If all is well you can proceed.
Step 1: You’ll need the tank to be
virtually empty or minimally raise the
car on the right side to keep your gas
from leaking out through the sending
unit hole. I had two gallons or less in
the tank and didn’t need to raise the
car that much.

Step 2: Remove the outer retaining
ring by tapping on the tabs and rotating the ring counter-clockwise. You’ll
see how the retaining mechanism
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Fuel Sending Unit

Step 6: You may need to jiggle the
sending unit a little to get it to seat
flush against the rubber seal.
Take your time with this – if it’s
not flush, remove it and try again.
Once it’s flush you can then use
the retaining ring to hold it in place.
Line up the raised tabs and then rotate
clockwise to lock in position at the
three locking points.
Tap the securing ring with the
screwdriver and hammer to make sure
it’s really tight.

Your Radiator
u s e d w i t h p e r m i s s i o n — m o s s m o t o r s . Ill u s t r a t i o n b y b g a s t u d i o s . c o m

works once you get close to the unit. I
used a screwdriver and a rubber mallet
for this.

Installing a Petcock, Filling It and Protecting It

Step 3: Remove the old sending
unit from the tank. You’ll need to
angle the float and arm as you do this
to get the unit out of the tank.
Step 4: Remove the rubber ring
that acts as a sealer for the sending
unit.
That’s one of the “might as wells”
in this process since I went for the
complete sending unit replacement. I
didn’t want to assume the float was the
problem and then later have to order a
sending unit.
I also got a new sealing ring and
retainer clip. The seal might be a little
stuck, so carefully pry it off the fuel
tank (especially if you choose to reuse
it).

By Rod Schweiger
Sorry Safari Touring Society
Step 7: Connect the green and
black sending unit wire to the main
spade on the sending unit.
Don’t worry about ground – the
ground is handled by the connection
of the unit to the tank.
You should now have a working
sending unit. Add some gas and check
the gauge again!
As you can see, it’s pretty straight
forward. You might need to adjust the
position of the sending unit once you
run through a tank of gas and see how
your gauge reads; but if you’re careful
how you have it lined up when you put
it in, you are probably close enough to
avoid having to do this.

Step 5: Replace the rubber sealing
ring and insert the new sending unit
into the tank. Make sure the sending unit is the correct way up. It can
be verified from the outside with the
electrical connector spade pointing to
the rear of the car.
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E

arly MGs before the later chrome
and rubber bumper MGBs and
Midgets all came with a radiator
petcock. The petcock is a small device
used to drain the radiator coolant.
Later MGs don’t have a petcock,
but one can be easily installed in the
bottom of the radiator lower tank
near the lower radiator hose. I have
installed a petcock on the MGB LE belonging to my son, Charles, a friend’s
B, and I wanted to install and a larger
one on my 1966 Sprite Mk III. The factory petcock on the Sprite only allowed
a small trickle of coolant to escape,
making the draining of the radiator a
half-hour affair.
While I had the radiator out for
an engine swap, I decided to install a
larger, more efficient petcock, and here
is how I accomplished it.
I went to my local NAPA store
and bought a large petcock (called a
“fitting”), part #270. The petcock cost
$5.50 and has a 1/8” pipe thread on
the end that attaches to the radiator.
The petcock can’t be directly attached
to the radiator. You will need someMGB DRIVER
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thing called a brass bushing with a
female 1/8” pipe thread. You should be
able to find one at any good hardware
store that has a plumbing department.
You will need to solder the bushing
to the bottom of the radiator. This is
not difficult because the radiator tank
is made of brass and the bushing is
brass. If you clean both very well and
use a good flux, you can soft-solder the
bushing in place with a propane torch.
You will, of course, need to drill a
hole in the bottom of the radiator tank
for the bushing to fit. The hole will
need to be close to, but slightly smaller
than, the size of the bushing and if the
hole needs to be great than 1/2” you
will need to use something called a
hole saw of the appropriate size. Once
the bushing is soldered on and the solder has cooled, repaint the area with
a little semi-gloss black spray paint.
Use some Teflon tape on the male pipe
thread and then tread the petcock into
the bushing, and you’re done.
Now that you can efficiently drain
your radiator, what should you put
into the cooling system to avoid rust
and corrosion? The absolutely best
heat transfer is accomplished with tap
water. Problem is, water causes rust
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Draining & Protecting
and corrosion.
Antifreeze, which is a chemical
called ethylene glycol, is used to lower
the freezing point and raise the boiling
point of water. It is used in all modern
cars, and does a good job of preventing
rust and corrosion.
Unfortunately, it turns acidic after
about two years. When this happens,
the acidic solution starts corroding the
inside of your engine’s cooling system
– not good. This is why most auto
manufacturers recommend a coolant
system flush every other year. Modern
cars use a great deal of aluminum in
their engines and radiators so regular
flushing is especially important.
Antifreeze mixed with equal parts
of water (a 50/50 solution is normal
and should never be greater than
70/30, and never use antifreeze undiluted in your cooling system) make
what we call coolant and that’s what is
used in most modern systems.
If you store your MG in a climate
where it freezes in the winter or you
travel to the snowy regions, it’s obvious
that you will need to run antifreeze
in your cooling system to prevent
freezing. Our MGs have very little
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aluminum used in the cooling system (mainly thermostat, the housing,
and water pumps on later cars) so the
reason to run an antifreeze mix isn’t
as critical as it is with modern cars
(unless you’ve added one of the new
alloy cylinder heads) except to protect
from freezing.
In fact, the higher boiling point
with antifreeze mixes that works great
with modern high-pressure cooling
systems is counter-productive in our
MGs with their small radiators.
For years, I have successfully used
nothing but an anti-rust product and
water in my TD and MGB, as well as in
my Sprite and MGA with no ill effects
(of course, I live in a region where winter protection is not a concern).
The only down side is the soluble
oil used in the anti-rust product I use
seems to attack the rubber radiator
and heater hoses after three or four
years, a price I’m willing to pay for an
MG that runs cooler in the summer.
Periodic inspection of the cooling
system hoses should be a part of your
routine maintenance anyway, and if
they look and feel either too hard (as
in brittle) or too soft (as in soft and
gooey), replace them, and always care
spares.
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Strange Tales — Chapter Seven
Bob & Marie’s Garage
By Bob & Marie Sherman
Willamette MG Club
& Canadian Classic MG Club

O

nce upon a time, in the long
ago, Bob’s then mother-inlaw was downsizing and
moving from a house into an apartment. Her husband had operated a
Texaco service station/repair shop.
That was about 45 years ago, when
the place where one purchased fuel
actually repaired cars as well.
Most tools, etc., had been disposed
of at some time in the past. However,
there were a few items left in her basement. One was a nice wooden box
marked “No. 3100 Combination OK
Junior Round Die Screw Plate.” This tap
and die set was made by Greenfield
Tap & Die Corporation, Greenfield,
Mass. The box contained a complete
tap and die set, ½-inch and below, including both course and fine threads.
The set was in pristine condition.
Although I didn’t think I’d have
much use for the set, it looked beautiful and I thought that eventually I
might have a use for it. At the time,
about 1969, I wasn’t as into the car
hobby as now. In fact, I didn’t acquire
my first MG until 1971. Somehow
this tap and die set accompanied me
through countless moves and life experiences. Eventually I started serious
work on various MGs and therefore the
point of this Strange Tale is about to be
made.
Everyone reading this has, at
one time, accidentally ruined some
threads. (Be honest now!) Frequently,
this is caused by a rusty or slightly
damaged nut or bolt. In the worst case,
the damaged threads are in a “captive
nut,” found in various places on MGs.
By using a tap or die, as appropriate,
the threads can be nicely cleaned up
and everything goes together as it
should. Remember to use a bit of cutting oil, available in small cans. Be
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careful, because you don’t want to end
up cutting new threads at odds with
the ones you are trying to repair. If
you are venturing into custom installations, you now have the ability to cut
your own threads as well.
We’re hoping this idea is useful
to those of you getting into the hobby.
Clearly, the “pros” that have been
around for years have known about
cleaning up threads with a tap and die
set, plus with Fathers Day and Mothers
Day (Yes, there are some ladies who
would use this tool) approaching, a tap
and die set might be a gift that most
gift givers can afford.
I can’t help but think that Henry,
whom I never met, is up there smiling
with the knowledge that his old tap
and die set is still being put to good
use.
P.S. Did you ever wonder why
MGs use fine threads and most, older
US cars used coarse threads? Coarse
threads are faster and easier to assemble and take apart. Time is money
in manufacturing.
This doesn’t matter much in the
world of high performance vehicles.
Almost all aerospace fasteners are fine
thread, due to strength. (See Carroll
Smith’s “Nuts, Bolts, Fasteners, and
Plumbing Handbook” for everything
you ever wanted to know on the topic.)
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AGM 2007 - Plan Now
Saturday, October 27, 2007 • King of Prussia, Pa.
By Tony & Lynne Burgess
Convention and AGM Coordinators

P

lanning is under way for
NAMGBR’s 2007 Annual General Meeting which will be held
Saturday, Oct. 27 at the Sheraton Park
Ridge Hotel in King of Prussia, Pa.,
approximately 15 miles northwest of
Philadelphia, just off the Pennsylvania
Turnpike.
The Sheraton Park Ridge will be
the host hotel for the NAMGBR’s MG
2008 convention being held June 2529, 2008 and hosted by the Philadelphia MG Club.
A limited number of rooms are
being held for Friday and Saturday
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nights, Oct. 26-27 at the special rate
of $109/night, plus tax. Please contact
Karen Vincent on (610) 337-1800 or email karen.vincent@sheraton.com.
On Friday night, there will be a
casual “Meet-n-Greet” at the hotel. On
Saturday morning, some local activities are planned, then after lunch (at
the hotel), the meeting will start at 1
p.m. For those who would like to join
us later that evening, a group dinner is
being arranged.
Since the Sheraton needs a head
count for those planning to have lunch
at the hotel, we need to know your
name and the number in your party.
Contact Tony Burgess 614-899-2394 or
mgohio@aol.com.
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Technical Talk
Hey John,
I haven’t presented any problems
lately, but I have one now.
Recently I had a fuel pump failure in
my 80 MGB. Not the kind that a bang on
the pump would reactivate, but one that
left me with gas in the trunk.
Somehow, I guess, the diaphragm
failed and allowed gas to flow into the
trunk, but no one in this area has seen
that before. Have you? Any guesses what
may have happened? Any blockages
anywhere?
Thanks
Bob Runyan
Bob,
Gasoline on the trunk floor is a
very unusual problem. You know,
the fuel pump is vented – the black
plastic cap vents, through a hose, into
the frame of the car; the base of the
solenoid is vented, through a hose,
into the trunk. The one side of the fuel
diaphragm moves fuel, the other has
to be ventilated.
There is a one way valve in the
plastic cap so that, in theory, the air
moves from the trunk, where it’s dry,
through the pump, and into the frame.
If the diaphragm perforates, then fuel
can make its escape –through both of
those tubes.
I think I’ve only seen this several
times before (in the last 30+ years!).
So, again, it’s very unusual, but not
unheard of!
John,
Hi! I trust all is well with you and
yours.
As you know I am working on restoring my 1972 MGB, but I have a problem.
The body of the one I have is just too damaged and I need to find one that’s in good
shape but needs the mechanicals. Any
ideas on where I should look?
Thanks,
Steve
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
Steve!
Options include a new body shell
from England – probably around
$10,000 with shipping. “Too much!”
you scream. Not really! It’s the best
deal out there!
Or, go on eBay and find another
car with a “perfect” body. Something
from Texas, Arizona, etc (someplace
dry).
Or have your body rebuilt by Carl
Heideman at Eclectic Motorworks
– might cost $10,000-$15,000 but it
will be YOUR car. Let me know what
you decide to do!
John,
Just a quick note of thanks for your
advice on the misbehaving direction indicator relay I called about on Monday.
I disconnected the &^%#@ relay (all
eight wires) and took the unit to the bench.
While it did not seem to be all that cruddy,
I did clean the points and connections. After reinstalling the unit everything worked.
At this point it looks like the car is
pretty close to being finished. I still plan to
drain, re-fill and bleed the brakes, and the
clutch could stand minor adjusting. Once
that is done it’s off to the top shop for
installation of a new top. After 15 months
of work it’s pretty exciting to be that close.
Thanks again for you advice and Joe
says hello back to you.
Cheers,
Jim Ament
Jim,

Those turn signal relays hardly
ever fail – oh, they need cleaning and
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Tech Talk
adjusting, but they’re pretty durable
units. Glad I could help out.
John,
As you know, several reports have appeared recently in British car publications
stating that reformulations of commonly
used motor oils are resulting in very serious damage to our British engines.
Please let me have your thoughts about his
issue, and your recommendations on how
I and other MG owners may deal with this
problem.
Zarrel V. Lambert
Zarrel,
I have spoken with a rep from Castrol, I have Googled “ZDDP engine oil,”
and I am reading as much as I can,
as quickly as I can. I do believe that
I’ll include my thoughts on the matter
in my next UML mailer. Right now, it
would appear that this compound is
critical at new engine break-in (hence
the special grease provided by the cam
manufacturers), and less important as
the engine ages.
The company rep from Castrol
told me “not to worry,” but that didn’t
set my mind at ease. Stay tuned for
more information.
Hi John,
I read with interest your advice on
MGB overdrive faults. I have rebuilt a
1967 MGB/GT 3-synchro with overdrive.
All electrics are ok, as is solenoid travel,
oil, etc. However the problem is o/d fails
to work. After much adjusting, etc, it now
just about engages when your foot is off
throttle, but as soon as you accelerate it
disengages.
As you say it could be the oil pump is
stuck. I have tried to access it, but cannot
get out the non-return valve under it. Is
there a special tool? Do you have any other
ideas? The gearbox did stand for a few
years unused during rebuild. Also there
was quite a lot of debris around filter.
Thank you,
Roger Gunn   
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Roger,
The D-type overdrive fitted to
your 1967 MGB/GT is not as easily
serviceable from under the car as the
later model. It is simply not possible
to remove the oil pump without first
disassembling the overdrive unit (after
it’s out of the car!)
You could try some inexpensive
experiments before removing the
engine/gearbox. I would drain the
gearbox, fill it with paraffin, diesel fuel
– something very lightweight – and go
drive it for a couple of miles, switching
the OD on and off.
Then come back and drain it out;
then try it again. Finally, drain both
the main box and the OD, fill it with
engine oil, and try again. I would be
interested to know your success!

sembly – and carefully lift away the
lock and flat washer. Jiggle, pull, twist,
yank the control from the backside of
the dash and let it dangle until you’ve
achieved your goal of re-fixing the
speedo.
I’ve got larger hands (probably
from years of use as a mechanic) and
I can get behind there. Don’t try to
lie upside down and see what you’re
doing as that cramps (literally) your
ability to move. Just work from the
front side, eyes closed, feeling your way
through the project. Before refitting the
knob on the heater control, push some
grease down the hex socket so that
next time it comes off more easily.
As far as the Zenith goes, the plastic threads are stripped, but I doubt it’s
leaking very much. I would just ignore
it!

John,
My 1975 MGB dropped its left side
speedo bracket. Trying to get up under
the instrument panel is, well… you know.
Should I drop the steering shaft or just
screw around as Houdini would?
Also, I read your tech item on the
Zenith carb in the latest NAMBGR MGB
Driver, you said that you turned down the
brass screw etc. on the front of the carb
because the emission things are all disconnected.
I checked mine today because all of
the emission items are over in the barn.
The brass screw is shut down but the white
plastic nut turns with my fingers and keeps
going it does not stop. Is this a problem I
should address or just ignore?
Regards,
John H. Powling

Hi John,
How far does the crankshaft pulley go
onto the crankshaft? Right now the face
of my pulley is 1/8” into the front face of
crankshaft shaft.
I thought the oil thrower was installed wrong so I removed the front cover
to verify the installation. I verified the
“F” stamped on oil thrower was looking
forward. The only change I made during
the rebuilt was to change the single chain
into double chain pulley and followed the
installation instructions of the Haynes
Manual.
Also the lock-tab washer for the
crankshaft is supposed to have a notch
or a tooth in the inside diameter of the
washer.
Thank you very much,
Jorge

John,
To make access easier, remove the
heater air control and then you can get
your hand up there without so much
difficulty.
Use a prick punch, an awl, a layout scribe, a dentist tool – something to
depress the pin on the knob and pull
that off the arm of the control assembly.
Then use a 5/8” deep socket and
remove the nut from the control as-

Jorge,
The end of the crankshaft sits
about 1/8” below the face of the front
pulley – so you have your crank assembled correctly.
The lock tab is driven into the half
moon detent on the face of the pulley,
and then folded over that 1 5/16” nut
in the front.
It is not necessary for the lock-tab
to have a keyway cut into it. Some do,
some don’t.
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John,
I’m trying to put together an MGA/
early-MGB rear axle to hang in the rear of
my MGB/GT race car. This axle came to
me in pieces missing all the bearings.
Two questions: I have an old shop
manual that calls out special tool “pinion
setting tool #18G-191-82”. What are the
dimensions of this gauge? Might you have
generic numbers for the bearings in this
diff?
Thanks,
Alan Costich
Alan,
The critical measurement here
is the distance from the center of the
carrier bearings to the head of the
pinion. If that’s off by 0.005” you can
get howling.
However, I do not know that measurement. If you want to call at the
shop, today, I can give you the Timken
numbers for the two pinion bearings
and the carrier bearing (times two),
but I don’t have those numbers here at
the house.
I am not certain where you can
find that pinion depth number. Barney
Gaylord has a large site at www.
mgaguru.com that might have that
information.
I’ve been bothered that I do not
know this number. I know I can get it
from experimentation, but someone
out there must have it already.
Hi John,
This is Bob Shaw in Lincoln, Nebraska. I know that this is not the typical greeting, but somehow I cannot bring myself to
begin a letter “Dear John.”
But that is not what I write about. I’ve
a friend here in Lincoln, an older gentlemen, who has a ’70 MGB, a later one,
that develops a misfire in 3rd gear (4th
also) at about 3500 rpm.
He has done, or had done, the following things: new condenser, new distributor
(Pertronix), rebuilt the alternator, and
checked the ground strap from the engine.
The car runs fine until about 3500 revs in
third gear. At that point the car cuts out,
the tach needle wavers, and the charge
light comes on.
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A few of us were trying to help him
with it today, but we had no luck. In desperation I ran a ground from the tach to
the frame with no effect.
Any idea what we are missing? We
have already taken turns calling ourselves
dummies, and are braced for something
simple. Any advice or friendly insults are
both solicited and accepted.
Thanks, John
Bob Shaw
Bob,
By now you’ve probably solved this
problem, but just in case… I believe
there is a problem with the HOT side
of the ignition circuit, not the EARTH
side.
It is not uncommon for the main
power wires at the starter solenoid to
loosen or fracture from work hardening. Check all those connections there.
Additionally, although I doubt
it, there could be a problem with the
connections right under the dash – the
main loom into the ignition switch
loom – BROWN and WHITE.
The fact that the alternator light
illuminates with the bouncing tach
tells me that the ignition circuit is
being interrupted (i.e. – opening) and
these are the two most common places
to find it.
G’day John,
On dismantling the head on my
engine, I found two shims under the centre
two rocker posts. Are they necessary and if
so why? I put a straight edge over the top
of the head and it is flat (I have had the
bottom faced).
Cheers,
David Catchlove
David,
It is a mystery to me why the
center two rocker stands have those
shims. They were added, I believe, at
the introduction of the 18V engine in
1972. We always replace them, but I
haven’t a clue why they’re fitted. All
the earlier cars seem to work just fine!
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John,
How would I convert from wire wheels
to bolt-on wheels on a ’74 MGB? I’ve read
some conflicting information of the web,
ranging from, “You have to change the
whole rear axle” to “just get the bolt-on
hubs.”
I figure you guys ought to know. I
am considering this for SCCA Solo II and
regional road racing, and maybe some
vintage too.
I don’t know if wire wheels will hold
air with tubeless racing tires on them.
Am I correct in assuming that the wire
wheels do not hold air for tubeless tires?
Thanks,
Dave Trzeciak

But once these spring a leak, finding it
is nigh impossible and cleaning off the
silicone to fit a tube is difficult. Also
use a RADIAL tube – they’re thicker
than bias ply tubes.

Dave!
Converting from wire wheels to
disc wheels involves these considerations: The front end is easy. Simply
switch hubs (well, it’s not that simple
with the wheel bearing shim setup, but
it is straightforward). The hubs use
1/2” studs on a 3 1/2” diagonal. Nissan wheels (through about 1998) fit.
There are two rear axles: Wire
and Disc.
The Disc wheel rear axle is wider
by 3/4” on each side to account for
the offset of the wheel. On a standard
MGB, it is necessary to swap the entire
rear axle to achieve the correct spacing of the rear wheels. However, if you
are racing, your wheels may not have
the same offset as the factory wheels so
I would fit your wheels to the car before
changing over the diff. You might be
able to use longer studs and shims,
depending.
Again, the wire and disc wheel
differentials are different widths – the
disc is 1½” wider overall. Hence, the
half shafts are longer for the disc
wheeled car.
The spokes in the wire wheel – all
48, 60, or 72 of them – push and pull,
so sealing a wire wheel rim is very
difficult.
To protect the tube, there is a
large rubber band (of course, duct tape
works as well too). One of the suppliers
coats in the inside of the rim with clear
RTV silicone sealant and uses no tubes.

Betsy,
You can usually make application for a title with a bill of sale. The
number you have given to me is the
VIN. You can go to the British Motor
Heritage site in Gaydon, England, and
order up the production information
sheet (the “adoption papers”) but that
will hold little sway with your local
DMV bureaucrats.
You are not the only person asking
for a title on an older car, your DMV
must have some process, some protocol
for obtaining one.
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Hi John,
I hope you can help me. I have a
76 Midget without a title. I don’t have
any info on previous owners and have
tried to get information from the state
DMV. The only numbers I have are GAN6UG187285G. Is there someone you can
refer me to for help? I live in West Virginia.
Thanks for any help you may be able to
give me.
Betsy Sorrell

John,
While asking my question on two
different MG forums I get two different
responses so I need your advice.
I ordered four new synchro rings from
Moss and when I put them on the second
and third speed gear hub they do not go
all the way up on the taper. This causes
the gear to rotate very tightly.
Is the baulk ring supposed to go all
the way up the taper hub so the backside
is against the gear? Do they have to wear
in? My old ones will allow the gears to
rotate freely because they do not bind on
the hub.
I hope I am explaining this well
enough for you to understand. Thanks for
taking the time to address this.
If there is someone else I can talk to
about this (if in case you are not familiar
enough) then please advise.
Paul R. Cummings
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Paul,
When you press the baulk ring
onto the speed gear, there should be a
1/8” gap (maybe just a little less) when
it’s all the way home.
If the two cones (one on the gear,
one inside the synchro ring) are too
small and too big, respectively, then
the baulk ring will spin freely on the
speed gear. You want those rings to
BITE so tightly you cannot spin the
gear. Perhaps you need different speed
gears?
(Paul responds)
Thanks, John, for the quick response.
So you don’t want the baulk ring to spin
freely on the speed gear hub when it is
pushed up the taper. They will bite when
I push them on with still a slight gap between the two parts. So it sounds like they
are good to go? My old ones would spin
freely when pushed all the way up, this
must be what wears out on them?
(Kelvin Dodd of Moss Motors responds)
Paul:
The job of the baulk ring is to
speed up the gear as the selector is
pulling the gear into mesh. The cone
on the gear matches the cone on the
baulk ring and acts as a sliding clutch
mechanism until the gear matches
speed with the layshaft.
When the baulk ring wears out the
cone on the baulk ring wears away to
the point that there is no longer any
clutch action and the ring just bottoms
against the side of the gear. So you
absolutely do not want the ring to spin
freely on the speed gear hub. Using
your words, it should only go part way
up the taper before becoming a tight
fit, which is the point when it can drive
the gear.
John Twist will be pleased to answer
your technical query by phone. The technical hour is 1-2 p.m. EST, Monday through
Friday. (616) 682-0800 or you can e-mail
him at johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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Product Review - MGB/C Cockpit Cover
P h o t o w w w. m o s s m o t o r s . c o m

Moss Part 237-900
By Dave Densmore
Emerald Necklace MG Register

O

K, I don’t enjoy the apparent
lack of engineering that went
into the mechanism on an MG
top. From experience, the late MGB top
goes up and down way easier than the
MGAs did, but it sure isn’t a Miata.
When I saw this product on sale,
I figured I should try it out. When I’ve
left the car outside overnight with the
tonneau on, and I’m running late for
work, it can be darn aggravating to
have to dry the inside of the windshield off before I can drive. Same goes
for overnight at a hotel. This cover took
care of that. Also, I found that while
it’s not waterproof, it is water resistant, and for a short stint, including
overnight, it keeps the car drier than
a tonneau tends to. There’s no zipper
to leak water onto the tunnel and the
sides hold down better.
With a little forethought, it’s not
difficult to install. At the front, there
are loops that go around the wipers,
or in the case of a triple wiper B, the
two outside wipers. A loop on each
side holds the front of the side to the
mirror, straps hold the middle of the
side to the door handles, hooks hold
the rear of the side to the rear wheel
well, and a “bean bag” tab slips under
the trunk lid to hold the back. To
make it easier to install, as I removed
it, I would fold it in half towards the
back, then in quarters, then in thirds
towards the middle. Opening the trunk
released the rear tab which allows
me to put in the trunk folded. When
installing, I slipped the rear tab under
the trunk, then unfolded the cover in
reverse to put it on.
Pros: No wet windshield, including the inside, in the morning, no wet
towels or roll of paper towel. Hides
the interior from prying eyes, keeps
the interior cool in the sun, and way
cheaper than a tonneau, if, like me,
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Stereo From a Single Speaker

Moss cockpit cover as shown on their web
site www.mossmotors.com
you don’t have one. Water resistant,
it will help keep the interior dry in a
surprise shower. It’s a light color that
doesn’t absorb heat. Inexpensive, but
appears to be well made, and it should
be washable.
Cons: It’s not waterproof, and you
can’t leave it on the car for say, two
weeks, during a rainy summer without
suffering a wet interior. (Yes, I should
have known better.) I think it is easier
to put on than the top is to put up, but
still not as easy as a Miata top. It’s
nearly as bulky as a vinyl tonneau, but
can’t be left attached while driving.
Hence, it’s not really quick if you’re just
popping into a store and want to cover
the interior.
Overall, I’d buy it again, realizing
it has limitations. Maybe I should try
some waterproofing spray! It retails for
$39.95 through Moss. It’s inexpensive,
and it works for me – an 8 out of 10.
I don’t have a picture of it on the
MGB, so I supplied a stock photo with
the cockpit cover on a Triumph. Draw
a mustache on it!

STEREO

By Jerry Kenny
Columbia Gorge MGA Club

L

ast year I installed a new interior
in my 1967 MGB/GT. The old interior panels had speakers in both of
the doors and in the back sides. I just
couldn’t bring myself to cut speaker
holes in my new panels, plus I want to
keep the car with a more original look.
I tried connecting a regular
speaker in the original position behind the front console. The look was
certainly original, but the sound was
really poor. I did some research and
found a solution that worked great and
allowed me to maintain that original
placement – a “stereo” speaker. I went
online to www.customautosound.
com, clicked on speaker options and

purchased a dual voice coil speaker.
The speaker is 5”x 7” and has stereo
inputs to the one speaker. It’s rated at
140 watts peak power, dual tweeters,
4 Ohm impedance, and a frequency
response of 70 Hz - 20 kHz.
The cost of the speaker was $44
and it was a perfect fit for the existing
fasteners behind the speaker screen.
The installation was very easy and the
speaker came with all the wires and
connectors needed.
Best news of all is the sound is
great! I now have high quality stereo
sound from one speaker in the front
console. If you have a Mark I MGB
and you would like to receive stereo
sound and maintain the original look
for you car, I suggest considering the
dual voice coil speaker from Custom
Autosound.

Britfest, Succasunna, NJ
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MGB Cylinder Heads
Photos provided by Paul Konkle

By Paul Konkle
San Diego MG Club

T

he BMC B-series engines were used
in a number of MGs, including
the MGA, Magnette, and most
famously in the MGB. The cylinder
heads are fairly good for being originally designed in the 1930s. However,
these heads are prone to cracking for
a variety of reasons, largely due to
design inefficiencies and inadequate
quality control in the casting process.
Out of all the B heads I have
pulled, roughly 50 percent have been
cracked when they were magnafluxed
and pressure tested. Some pundits
have been known to say that there are
two types of B-series heads: those that
have cracked and those that will crack.
A classic location for cracks is in
the vicinity of #2 spark plug hole and
running up towards the top. One of the
other places cracks are very commonly
found is in the combustion chambers,
typically in cylinder 2 or 3 near the
exhaust port. This is the hottest part
of the head, because cylinders 2 and
3 share an exhaust port (siamesed) in
the middle of the head, with very little
cooling available.
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There were four basic types of
heads used on MGBs. They are all
physically interchangeable, but some
combinations work better than others. They are identified by the casting
number; found on the top of the head
under the rocker cover.
The heads most commonly found
on North American cars are:
12H906 used from 1962-’65. It’s
just a plain old head, no smog ports.
It has 1.5625” intake valves and 43cc
combustion chambers. Used on 18G,
18GA, and 18GB series engines.
12H1326 used from 1965-’67. It
has the same specifications as the
12H906 head; used on 18GB series
engines.
12H2389 used from 1968-’71.
Introduced the ports for the air rail.
It also has 1.5625” intake valves and
43 cc combustion chambers. Used on
18GD through 18GK engines (North
America only).
12H2923 used from 1972-’74½;
known as the “big valve” head,
because it had 1.625” intakes and correspondingly larger ports. Favored by
some of the racer types. 39cc combustion chambers but lower CR due to a
bigger dish in the piston. Used on the
MGB DRIVER
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early 18V series engines.
CAM1106 used from 1975-’80.
Has 39cc combustion chambers, but
went back to the earlier 1.5625” intake
valves. It also had a water port in the
back of the head for the auto choke
used on the Zenith-Stromberg carbs.
Another change was the use of an offset oil feed for the rocker arms, found
under the rear rocker arm pedestal.
Used on the late 18V engines.
You can use any of these heads
on any MGB engine; however, there
are a couple of caveats. If you use a
12H2923 or CAM1106 head on an earlier engine, the compression ratio (CR)
will be higher than 8.75/1, because
of the smaller chambers. Conversely,
an early head on a later engine will
give a CR lower than the design 8.0/1.
The 18V series engine had a “notch”
or relief at the top of the cylinders to
keep the valves from hitting. 18GK
(1971) and earlier engines may need
to have the cylinders relieved if using
a later head or if modifying a head to
use larger valves. The water port is not
a big deal, just plug it with a cast iron
pipe plug if it’s drilled and tapped, or
braze up the hole in the tube of the
water fitting to make a blanking plate
if it has the two bolt holes either side of
the port. The rear rocker arm pedestal
MUST match the head, whether inline
oil feed or offset. Failure to do this will
result in a wrecked valve train quite
quickly.
MGB DRIVER

May/June 2007

For more info on cylinder
head interchangeability and
calculating CR, check out British Automotive’s web site at
www.mgbmga.com. Click on
“Tech Articles” and then scroll
down to #25, “MGB Cylinder
Heads.” There is also a terrific
article on identifying heads on
Sean Brown’s Flowspeed web
site at www.flowspeed.com.
The key to making good
power is in the head. If you’re
looking to build or have built
a high-performance engine,
I highly recommend Peter
Burgess’s book “How to Power
Tune MGB 4-cylinder Engines.”
It is available from your
favorite parts supplier or from Amazon.com. The book goes into excellent
depth and detail about cylinder head
modification and how to get the most
“bang for your buck” from your MG
engine. Before improving the head,
you first must have a solid lower end.
Putting a ported and polished head on
a tired high-mileage engine will result
in rapidly impending disaster.
Simply smoothing out the roughest
parts of the chambers and ports, and
getting a quality 3-angle valve job will
increase power, efficiency, and drivability. Getting a basic port and polish
will further the gains made. Skimming
the head will reduce the combustion
chamber volume and increase the CR,
a very cheap and easy way to make
better power. There are several places
to get this done, some quite close, and
others “across the pond.”
To keep the higher cylinder pressures where they belong, use a quality
head gasket such as the Payen brand
sold by many suppliers. Quality head
studs are also a necessity, as old ones
may have been heat cycled so many
times that they will stretch and not
hold torque values. ARP makes the best
on the market. They can be purchased
from most British car parts houses and
are also available at a discount from
Summit Racing. To keep the valve timing consistent, the use of a hardened
rocker arm shaft is recommended.
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Registrars of the NAMGBR

Missed
Dennis Trowbridge

MGB Registrar
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar

By Kim Tonry
Chicagoland MG Club

Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

D

ennis Trowbridge, NAMGBR’s
first Concours Coordinator,
passed away on Feb. 19, 2007, at
his home in Joliet, Ill. He was 53 years
old. Dennis had been a member of the
Chicagoland MG Club since 1982 and
had served as co-chair and newsletter
editor at various times over the years.
Dennis attended the meeting in
December 1990 at John Twist’s University Motors in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
where the North American MGB
Register was founded. His photographs
of the proceedings accompanied the
10-year anniversary story of the event
published in the Nov/Dec 2000 MGB
Driver.
In October 1992, Dennis was
appointed NAMGBR’s first Concours
Coordinator. The concours judging
criteria Dennis developed were finetuned at the Chicagoland MGB Club’s
Abingdon Weekend car show and instituted at the MG’93 convention in St.
Louis. They have been a part of every
subsequent NAMGBR convention.
Dennis’ first MG was a 1975 rubber bumper Midget that came back
into his possession last year. He owned
and drove a variety of MGs over the
ensuing years including an 1100, an
MGC and numerous MGBs.
In the early 1990s, Dennis operated British Motors, Inc., a repair facility
specializing in MGs in Villa Park, Ill.
He had previously worked at University
Motors.
Heart problems ended his ability
to do full-time work on MGs and he
was the recipient of a heart transplant

Midget Registrar

D Zimmerman
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, OH 44240
(330) 678-9394
mg-rootes@sbcglobal.net

Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
1806 Hazard St.
Houston, TX 77019
phillip.smith@bcm.tmc.edu

1974½ MGB Registrar

Ken Smith
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

in January 1997. He returned to doing
photographic work at that time. He
wrote a monthly column, The Spanner, in the Chicagoland MG Club’s
Driveline newsletter and contributed
numerous photographs and articles to
MGB Driver. He also contributed photographs of North American spec MGBs
for Anders Ditlev Clausager’s Original
MGB book.
Dennis met Joanne MacLean
through the Chicagoland MG Club
and they were married at the University Motors Summer Party in 1995.
Proud of his English family
heritage, his appreciation of all things
British in addition to MGs also included a great appreciation of ales and
stouts, and wicked English humour,
particularly Monty Python.

MGB V8 Registrar
Modified Registrar

Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar

Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Scott Williams
501 N.E. Emmett St.
Topeka, KS 66616
(785) 234-8101
oldertech@cox.net

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
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The Marque of Friendship
1929-1936
North American MMM Register

Box 727 • St. Helena, CA 94574
707 / 963-2313

1935-1955 Pre-War • T-Series • Y Type
The New England MG ‘T’ Register
PO Box 1957 • Cary, NC 27512
704 / 544-1253

1956-1962 MGA • ZA • ZB
The North American MGA Register

7522 S.E. 152nd • Portland, OR 97236
namgar_registrar@msn.com

1963-1980 MGB • Midget • 1100/1300
The North American MGB Register

P.O. Box55 • Whittington, IL 62897
800 / NAMGBR-1

1968-1969 MGC
American MGC Register

2809 Copter Rd. • Pensacola, FL 32514
850 / 478-3171
57

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Sell • Seek • Swap!

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register

Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good standing — please, no
business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership
number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business
or other ads by arrangement with Charles de Bourbon, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front
cover.) Ads will be run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains the right to refuse any
ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

Our Valued Supporters

1976 MGB – White, no rust, only 26k miles;

always been garaged; this car will be a prize
winner with some TLC. $2750; Cole La Master (219) 879-8882 or lamasterc@aol.com; car
located in Michigan City, IN
030407
1967 MGB/GT Special — BRG/Biscuit; 15”
wire wheels, great condition and well maintained. Always garaged; $7700; Allen Lee
(217) 382-5570; plu637@otecom.net IL 030407
74 1/2 MGB/GT - Gotta’ sell, gettin’ too old,
besides, I gotta’ move.  Two reasons,
therefore, for me to sell.  74 MGB/GT,
technically, a 74 1/2, what with the rubber
bumpers.  Good condition - not perfect - but
still quite good!   Talkin’ 5 grand.  Interested
enuff to dicker, contact me at (615) 662-8679
or e-mail me at werner@acelink.net TN 050607
1979 MGB LE - In keeping with Doug
Jackson’s retirement plans, Doug would like
offer his 1979 MGB Limited Edition for sale
which, has been British Automotive’s R&D
vehicle over the last umpteen years. Ideally
suited for out of state (CA) sale, however,
most of the OEM equipment (read smog) will
be part of the sale package. Sale includes
additional new and used parts, along with
several special factory tools. Photos, along
with expanded text can be found on www.
mgbmga.com under Technical Articles and
will appear at the top of the listed MGB
Technical Articles section. $10.000 OBO CA
050607

WANTED

1969 MGB – wants 69 MGB convertible with

wire wheels – prefers red with overdrive.
Car should be in excellent or better condition. Vancouver, BC. Pete McDougall at
konyntjes@uniserve.com		
111206
1971-1974 MGB – looking for a very good
condition MGB convertible; preferences
include BRG, O/D. Indianapolis, IN; Hugh
Sutherland at hsutherland@indy.rr.com 111206
15” Aftermarket Steering Wheel – My 35 year
old Personal wood-rimmed steering wheel
broke and I’m looking for a good replacement
for my 1968 MGB/GT. Bob Muenchausen,
bobmunch64@yahoo.com
050607
MGB DRIVER
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Selling or Buying a MG?

Why not take advantage of NAMGBR’s Buy/
Sell/Trade Classifieds on our website at
There are lots of ads for all kinds of
MGs and parts. It’s a great way to find or sell
that hard to find part or that next project.

PARTS FOR SALE
Transmissions – 1 overdrive, 1 non-o/d; fly-

wheel, driveline, manifolds, shocks, catalytic
converter, air cleaners, side clearance lights
– all from 1979 MGB; reasonable prices. William Lane, (209) 962-4355 CA
111206

Multiple carbs, body parts, generators, starters, manifolds, distributors, Rostyle wheels,
and other parts available; free shipping;
contact Ken Brasfield at (540) 885-1757 or
kbrasfield@hughes.net VA		
091006

1964 MGB parts – aluminum hood, trim,

top frame, carbs, wire wheels, pull handle
doors, trim, grill, Lucas headlights, oil cooler,
later model seats, etc. A few MGA parts as
well. Ken Miller (570) 546-5284 or e-mail at
cmiller415_@comcast.net PA
050607

SERVICES OFFERED
MG Service and Restoration!

Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University
Motors for high quality service or repairs. We
can attend to your entire MG or just a single
component. Our MGB Complete Lubrication
costs $475. Our brilliantly clean and polished
MGB HS carbs are $575; MGB HIF carbs are
$655.
We can attend to your soft top, your chrome,
your engine, or your brakes. I bought my first
MG in 1968, and I’ve been working on MGs
since! John Twist (#0-101), University Motors
Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street East, Ada, MI 49301;
PH: 616 682 0800 or www.UniversityMotorsLtd.com

63

Where 2 ‘B
Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the MGB
Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or email mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2006
◊ May 5 – Moss Motor’s Britfest 2007, Succasunna, NJ • (201) 796-8648 • c.tregidgo@att.net

◊ June 2 – Brit/Euro Auto Fest, Des Moines, IA • (515) 255-5258 • jackking143@ishsi.com
◊ June 3 – The British Return to Fort Meigs, Perrysburg, OH • (419) 878-2041
• http://lakeeriebritishnews.home.att.net

◊ June 3 – British Car Day, Adamstown, MD • (301) 831-5300 • tokarj@erols.com
◊ June 3 – Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ • (908) 713-6251
◊ June 3 – British by the Sea, Waterford, CT • (860) 693-4249 • mgtd52@comcast.net
◊ June 8-10 – Open Roads British Show, Lake Tahoe, NV • www.GoldenGateHealeys.com

◊ May 6 – British Car Meet, Richmond, VA • (804) 527-2190 • kennachman@comcast.net

◊ June 9 – Heartland MG Show, Overland Park, KS • www.heartlandmgregional.com

◊ May 11-13 – British Car Show, Townsend, TN • (865) 599-4305 • spridget@charter.net

◊ June 10 – Michiana Brits Annual British Car Day, South Bend, IN • www.michianabrits.com

◊ May 18-20 – North Meets South, Mission County, CA • (805) 929-0087

◊ June 10 – British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA • (610) 847-5988

• torocasakb@msn.com

◊ May 19 – British Motor Day, Rome, GA • (770) 804-9380 • peachtreemg@bellsouth.net
◊ May 19 – 7th Cecil Kimber Run, Clinton, NJ • (908) 713-6251
◊ May 19 – Sports Cars at Buck Creek, Helena, AL • (205) 515-9388

• www.keystonemg.com

◊ June 10 – Michiana Brits Annual British Car Day, South Bend, IN
• www.michianabrits.com

◊ June 10 – Concours d’Elegance at Ault Park, Cincinnati, OH • (513) 321-1951
• www.ohioconcours.com

◊ May 19 – Triangle British Car Show, Raleigh, NC • (252) 243-4757 • www.ncmgcc.org

◊ June 10 – Mason-Dixon Trials, Quarryville, PA • (410) 461-6927 • LenPicton@aol.com

◊ May 20 – British Car Day, Columbus, OH • (614) 846-2321 • britsatmetro@aol.com

◊ June 17 – British Car Day, Sussex, WI • (262) 521-1072 • johnstockinger@earthlink.net

◊ May 25-27 – Champagne British Car Festival, Champaign, IL • (309) 662-3020

◊ June 17 – Eurocar & British 2007, Cazenovia, NY • (315) 342-3234

• www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com

• www.mgcarclub.com/cny

◊ May 26 – June 3 – British Car Week – EVERYWHERE! • www.britishcarweek.org

◊ June 22-24 – MG Vintage Racers Focus Race • Mosport, ON • www.mgvr.org

◊ June 2 – Brits on the Bay, Norfolk, VA • (757) 482-2577 • jonesmp@prodigy.net

◊ June 23 – First Annual Multi-club Picnic, Queenston, ON; www.mgtoronto.com
◊ June 23-24 – British Rallyfest, Castine, ME • (207) 326-8840 • www.mmscc.com

MGB DRIVER

May/June 2007

65

Where 2 ‘B
◊ July 7-8 – Mad Dogs & Englishmen Car Show, Hickory Corners, MI • (269) 344-5555
• www.Maddogsandenglishmen.org

◊ July 8 – British Invade Gettysburg Charity Show, Gettysburg, PA • (717) 979-9242
• www.lancomgclub.com (benefits Toys for Tots)

◊ July 16-20 – MG

2007 – Sonoma, CA • (408) 923-3927 • mgmogul@earthlink.net

• www.mg2007.org

◊ Aug 9-10 – Grand Lake Tour Endurance Rally, Grand Rapids, MI • mowog1@aol.com
◊ Aug 9-12 – University Motors Summer Party, Grand Rapids, MI •
• www.universtiymotorsltd.com

◊ July 21 – MG/Mini Polo Match and Show, New Hope, PA • (908) 996-3321

◊ Aug 10-12 – British Marque Triathlon, Pocono Manor, PA • (908) 713-6251

• www.tinicumpolo.org

• www.britishmarque.com

◊ July 22 – Michiana Brits Tea at the Vicarage, South Bend, IN • www.michianabrits.com
◊ July 23-27 – GT32 NAMGAR Event, Whistler, BC • www.GT32.com

◊ Aug 11 – All British Car Show, Rogers, MN • chartbus@comcast.net
◊ Aug 26 – A Taste of Britain, Rothsville, PA • (717) 854-3666 • www.lancomgclub.com

◊ July 26-28 – GOF Central, Chaska, MN • (612) 869-8264 • www.mnmgtr.org

◊ Sept 1-2 – All British Car Show, Kansas City, MO • (816) 942-8099

◊ July 28 – British Car Day, Cleveland, OH • (614) 899-2493 • britsatursuline@aol.com

• bkyoung@planetkc.com

◊ July 29 – British Car Show of Northeast Pennsylvania, Chinchilla, PA • www.bccnepa.com

◊ Sept 7-9 – Fall GOF, Hiawassee, GA • (770) 457-4566 • pumpnik@bellsouth.net

◊ July 29 – Positive Earth Drivers Club Show, Lakewood, NJ • (908) 359-6770

◊ Sept 8 – Brits by the Bay, Pasadena, MD • (410) 679-6421 • www.tracltd.org

• jonkozy@aol.com

◊ Sept 9 – Chicago British Car Festival, Palos Hills, IL • (630) 515-0377

◊ Aug 2-4 – British V8 Meet, Willoughby, OH • www.britishv8.org

• www.britishcarunion.com

◊ Aug 2-5 – MGs in Bennington, Bennington, VT • (860) 267-1432 • mgadavid@yahoo.com

◊ Sept 21-23 – Canadian British Classic Charity Run, Cambridge, ON • www.cbccr.org

◊ Aug 4 – 23rd British Car Day, Dayton, OH • (937) 293-2819 • bcd2007info@aol.com

◊ Sept 29 – 28th Annual MGs on the Rocks, Rocks State Park, MD • (410) 817-6862

◊ Aug 4 – British Car Day, Schwenksville, PA • 610-831-1531 • CarShow@DVCMG.com

• rgl2mgbgt@aol.com

◊ Oct 6 – Fall Out 2007, Winona Lake, IN • (574) 551-1133 • nilbmc@kconline.com
◊ Oct 6 – British Festival, New Hope, PA • (908) 996-3321 • www.tinicumpolo.org
◊ Oct 12-14 – MG Vintage Racers 2007 Focus Event, Mid-Ohio Raceway, OH;
• MGracer53@aol.com

◊ Oct 28 – British Car Day, Scottsdale, AZ • (480) 820-6562 • www.azmgclub.org

Bay of Fundy, Canada
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