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The Editor’s View

I

’d like to start off by congratulating the winner of our first “Cover
Girl” photo contest: Bill Davidson of
Kansas City, Mo.! Bill took the picture
while on a trip he took in June 2005.
He drove his 1974 MGB down Route
66 then came home via Highway 50,
stopping at all the national parks he
encountered and camping out whenever possible. Bill reports that he drove
the entire way alone and had a very
relaxing two-week vacation. Besides
providing the MGB Driver with a beautiful picture, Bill proved once again
how reliable a well-maintained MG
can be on a cross-country trip!
Also, well-deserved congratulations needs to go to Bill and Debbie
Wilson of Kingsport, Tenn., Kathleen
Gustafson of Bristol, Maine, Alex Ollerman of Abingdon, Md., and Gerald
Medford of Easley, S.C., for receiving
Honorable Mentions in the contest.
Their photos can be seen on the back
cover of this issue.
I’d like to thank all the members
who sent in pictures. We had more
than 70 entries for the executives to
pick from and all of them were great,
so picking just one winner was no
easy task! Look for all those photos
to be used in the Driver in the coming

Robert
Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
months.
There hasn’t been a lot of new
news on the MG “rebirth” front since
the last issue. Nanjing Automotive
Group held a press conference in Longbridge to announce that the restart of
operations there was going to be a lot
smaller than previously stated. When
asked about the Oklahoma plans, they
indicated that the press conference
held in the U.S. was a bit premature
and that the plans described might be
a bit overstated. As it currently stands,
China will be the manufacturing
point for the majority of the cars and
components. Longbridge will assemble
the TF and Oklahoma will assemble
the TF-Coupe – both in kit form from
China. Of course, all that that can
(and probably will) change before
anything actually happens.

Robert

The Inside Line
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Chairman’s Chat

Vice Chairman’s Notes

W

ith the close of 2006 fast approaching, I want to take this
occasion to review one of the
most successful years in the history of
NAMGBR.
• The year started with a bang as
we signed up a number of new members in anticipation of MG 2006.
• In March, the MGB Driver published its first color issue of the year
with a beautiful recap of the journey
to MG 2005 in Olympia, Wash. It was
a great opportunity to relive the trip
through the camera of our art director
/ production coordinator, Charles de
Bourbon.
• NAMGBR published its Mutual
Aid Directory (M.A.D.) for 2006 in
April. A number of members tell me
they always carry the directory in their
glove box whenever they travel.
• In June, close to 600 MGBs,
Midgets, and a couple of 1100 sedans
made the trip to Gatlinburg, Tenn.
as we joined forces with the other
Registers in the MG Council to give
this southern town a definite English
flavor.
• Mr. MGB, Don Hayter, was able
to attend another MG Convention here
in North America. You couldn’t help
but get misty eyed when he humbly
accepted a standing ovation from a
capacity crowd at the awards banquet
• We held our first ever NAMGBR
Meet & Greet as part of the activities
at MG 2006. Designed to bring members together under one roof to socialize, we had a good turnout despite the
inclement weather.
• September brought the second
color issue of the MGB Driver of the
year and a recap of MG 2006. More
than 95 color images served as a reminder of what a great time we had in

W
Bruce
Wyckoff

Chairman
NAMGBR

Gatlinburg.
• The AGM in October will give
us the opportunity to look back at the
past year while looking ahead to MG
2007 in Sonoma Valley, Calif. The MG
Owners Club of Northern California is
anxious to show our membership one
of the most scenic parts of the United
States.
There were a number of poignant events during the year as well.
NAMGBR mourned the passing of one
of our honorary members, Geoff Allen,
and MG enthusiast and longtime MGB
Driver advertiser, Skip Kelsey of Shadetree Motors.
We also say goodbye to Sue
Deagan, who has resigned from her
post as the treasurer of NAMGBR.
Sue answered the challenge when the
Register needed someone to reorganize
the treasury, and her dedication and
perseverance to the position will be
greatly missed. Thank you, Sue!
As we draw the curtain on another
year, a special thank you to the advertisers and sponsors who helped make
NAMGBR a success this year. Finally,
but most importantly, to the members
of the North American MGB Register:
Thank you for truly making this a
year to remember. Here’s to a successful 2007!

ell, the MG driving season is
coming to close soon for a lot
of us. The cars will be safely
tucked away (unless we get a really
nice day) until next spring. Looking
back, this has been quite a year, MG
2006 saw over 1,000 MGs of every
variety gather in Gatlinburg, Tenn.,
for the largest single MG meet in five
years. It was announced the new owners of MG will build a car in Oklahoma
and it should be available to the North
American market as a coupe in 2007. I
hope this comes to pass, as I have been
pumped up for naught before.
I can say the Register is moving
forward, membership is up and financially we are in perhaps the best shape
ever. I would like to thank Susan Deagan for all of her hard work over the
last four years as our treasurer. Susan
did a fantastic job and I wish her well
in her future endeavors.
Since the last issue of the MGB
Driver we have seen the number of
affiliate local chapters grow. I like to
welcome the following new chapters to
the North American MGB Register fold:
• Appalachian British Car Society
of Kingsport, Tenn.

Richard
Liddick
Vice chairman
NAMGBR
• Florida Suncoast MG Car Club of
Tampa, Fla.
• All British Car and Cycle Association of Kansas City, Mo.
In addition, we have one club
pending at this time – the Suncoast
Classic MG Club & Nature Coast English Car Club of Brooksville, Fla.
I would like to remind all of our
local chapters that to remain in “good
standing” we ask that you keep your
NAMGBR membership at a minimum
of eight or above. We also ask that you
place membership applications in your
event packets and run our ad in your
newsletter. If I can help you to achieve
this, please contact me.
Safety Fast!

Richard

Bruce

Angie & Ed Haas on their way to MG 2006
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From the Secretary

S

ummer is winding down as I write
this, and all the executive officers
are getting ready for our Annual
General Meeting.
Of course, this issue of will be in
the mail while we conducting Register
business in California, so you’ll just
have to wait for the election and other Jerome Roseberger
official business results.
Secretary
Hopefully, the trip it won’t all be
NAMGBR
business. With a little luck I hope to do
a little wine tasting while in Sonoma.
On a happier note, we would like
Maybe even during the meeting! (Just
to announce that we have decided
kidding Bruce! I only drink Guinness
to offer back issues of the MGB Driver
during meetings.) But really, I would
on Compact Disc. You should find an
like to figure out how to get a case of
ad for the CD elsewhere in this issue.
Pinot Noir past the air marshal on to
The disc contains Adobe Acrobat PDF
the plane home.
versions of every issue printed for the
(Yeah right, like I could afford to
first five years of publication. That’s
buy a whole case of wine.)
30 issues of the MGB Driver from 1991
We already know that we are in
through 1995!
for some changes. I’m sure you will
These are high-resolution scans
read elsewhere in this issue that Sue
and you will be able to read on
Deagan, for personal reasons, has
your computer, or print them out for
stepped down as Register treasurer.
yourself. We’re very excited about this
Sue has worked very hard over the
new regalia item, and we think this
past three years to get and keep the
is going to be a “must have” for every
Register’s financial house in order.
Register member who doesn’t have the
The results speak for themselves.
originals, and maybe even if you do.
The Register finds itself in the best fiThis issue will mark my one year
nancial situation it’s been in for many
back as Secretary. It’s been an excityears and Sue deserves a very large
ing and rewarding time. I think we’ve
slice of the credit for getting us there.
made some real advances and I’m
We’ll all miss Sue!
looking forward to what new advenAs to Sue’s replacement… as I
tures will come in the next couple of
write this (the night before the deadyears. But remember, this is YOUR Regline, of course) we’re still considering a
couple of candidates. We are very close ister. If you have a suggestion, or think
we should offer a different service to
to a decision and maybe we’ll be able
our members – let us know! We’re alto get their name on the officer’s page
ways looking for ways to improve your
before we send this issue to the printclub and make the Register the best it
ers. Whoever it is, they will sure have
can be.
some big shoes to fill!
Jerome

Banquet MG 2006
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Letters to the Editor
MGB Driver welcomes your letters. Email to mgslime@swbell.net, or mail to;
MGB Driver Editor Robert Rushing, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109

board arm exercise
system instead of
actually working
the vents, more
rain inside than
outside the car,
etc; but, thanks to
the ministrations
of MG Limited, the
car ran great and
we got there in fine
style.
We left New
York on Sunday,
July 2 for the return trip. As usual,
the car ran just
fine. We stopped
in Cleveland,
Robin Watson, right, with his 1974 MGB; son Alan, center, with
Ohio, for lunch
1972 B, and grandson Colin, 1979 B.
and decided to top
off the gas before
Dear Editor,
hitting the road again. We pulled into the
I am Robin Watson # 13-5323 and
gas station, filled up, got back into the
the membership chairman for the TidewaMG, buckled up, and turned the key and
ter MG Classics. I was a motor mechanic
… nothing.
back in the UK in the early ’50s, and never
We pushed the car into a nearby
thought I would be living in the USA before parking lot and out of desperation called
owning a MG. I now live in Virginia and
Dick at MG Limited. On a Sunday. On July
part of a three-generation membership
4th weekend. He not only answered, but
in the TMGC. I have attached a picture
talked me through enough diagnostic work
[above] showing my grandson Colin, 1979 to conclude that the alternator was shot.
B, my son Alan, 1972 B, and myself ,1974
Typical of his concern for his customers,
B. Take care and Safety Fast! — Robin
Dick asked us to call him if we needed any
further help.
Dear Editor,
Fortunately, we had brought along
Recently, my wife Jan and I drove our
our NAMGBR resource magazine on
1978 MGB roundtrip, about 700 miles
the trip and called the only shop listed
each way, from Kenosha, Wisc., to Rochin Cleveland, Omni Specialties. It being
ester, N.Y. The car performed flawlessly
Sunday, there was no one there, but we
on the first leg of the trip. We expected no
decided to have the car towed to the shop
less, as it has always been repaired and
on the chance that they would be able to
maintained by MG Limited of Greenfield,
work on it on Monday. This we did, leaving
Wisc.
the car in Omni’s driveway and the keys
Dick Luening and his two sons are
under the door.
noted for their outstanding work and we
The next morning I was glad to find
reaped the benefit of their skill on this and
the shop open. When I got to the shop, I
previous trips. Oh sure, we had the usual,
was floored! If you ever get a chance to
endearing MGB stuff: vent control handles visit Omni Specialties in Cleveland, do
that were installed as some sort of onso. It is an amazing place. Steve believes
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in order and cleanliness and his actualization of this philosophy was evident
throughout the shop. It was immaculate.
I mean eat-off-the-floor, perform-surgeryon-the-workbench immaculate. Everything
was in its place, the shop was light and
spacious; just seeing the facility inspired
confidence that our car was in good
hands. As it turned out, our confidence
was well placed.
Owner Steve Chivington had pulled
our car in the night before (yes, on a July
4th weekend!) so that it would be safe.
Though he had made other plans for the
day, he offered to fix the car so that we
could get home. Steve diagnosed the problem (bad alternator and battery) and said
that he would have us back on the road
that very day.
We were obviously quite pleased and
grateful that he would give up his holiday
plans for the day to help out a couple of
strangers. And then he surprised us by
giving us the keys to his personal vehicle,
several excellent suggestions for local
attractions and refreshment, and his
wishes that we have a good time while in
Cleveland!
We took advantage of his generosity
and used his car to get lunch and sight-see
a bit. We returned later to find the work
almost done. While we were gone, Steve
not only found an appropriate alternator
(many parts stores were closed for the holiday), but altered it so that it would work in
our particular car. He also used the time
waiting for the parts to be delivered to
check out the car and made several modifications to help it run even better than it
had. Steve took the time to teach us quite
a bit about our car and its care. For all of
that, the bill for his services was extremely
fair and appropriate.
We got back on the road with Steve’s
assurance that we could call him should
we later need help, As it turned out, we
did. About 50 miles down the road, we
smelled gas fumes and found that the
rear carburetor float was leaking. A call to
Steve gave us the information we needed
to quickly and easily perform a roadside
repair that fixed the problem. Steve asked
that we call and leave a message at Omni
Specialties letting him know when we got
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

home safely, “No matter what time it is.”
In summary, we learned some very
important and reassuring things on this
trip. First, keeping our car expertly maintained by MG Limited made for a much
safer and worry-free trip. We also learned
that Mr. Dick Luening, the owner of MG
Limited, is one of those increasingly rare
business people who embody the ethic
of customer care and above-and-beyond
service.
We learned that membership in
NAMGBR is as important to the MGB
owner as are the wheels on his or her car.
What a great resource to have their resource guide in the glove box! We learned
that there exist generous and ethical
people like Steve Chivington at Omni Specialties who will give of their valuable time
to keep another “B” on the road and its
owners on their way, and at a fair price. If
you live anywhere near the Cleveland area
and have any kind of car, for its sake and
your peace of mind you should get to know
Steve at Omni Specialties just as soon as
possible. — Drs. Janice and Ron Sanders,
Kenosha, Wisc.
Hi Robert,
At the recent Palo Alto Concours D’
Elegance at Stanford, Calif., I snapped the
attached photo of my daughter, Julie, in
the boot of my 1967 MGB/GT, to duplicate
the famous “Girl in the Boot” ad from the
late ’60s (copy also attached). My MGB
was ordered by the first owner from the
PX during his tour of duty in Vietnam and
was the first GT delivered by British Motors
in San Francisco. After tracking down the
original owner, he was kind enough to
send me a photo of him driving my car. My
MGB/GT won first in class at the Concourse. I thought the photos would make
a great addition to one of your upcoming editions of MGB Driver. Best regards
— Don Davis, owner, 1967 MGB-GT
- Chassis No. G-HD3-L/97153
Good morning, Robert –
I really enjoy these magazines that
keep me plugged into the MGB world! I
didn’t know who to send the e-mail to; but
I suspected that as the editor, you know
who to channel the request to, and I guess



I was right! Thanks again for your help!
I’m not one of the BIG MGB owners, really. I have had a 1973 burgundy
MGB that I restored back in 1980 through
1982, and I was even able to do the paint
because I had a close friend who owned a
paint and body shop and we did it together on weekends and evenings. (That’s why
it took so long.) Then I was transferred
overseas in the Air Force for nine years and
when I returned I had to redo all of the
hoses and what-not, but everything else
was fine. Of course, I had it in an unattached garage at my parents’ home, and I
had to chase a colony of mice out of it, but
that happens, I guess. Anyway, I have put
over 238,000 miles on that beauty and I
drive it every day to and from work and on
trips all over the country to this day!
I was given another 1973 MGB back
in 1994 by a friend of ours who knew I
could restore it, and I really shouldn’t have
tried to restore it – it was beyond hope. It
had been sitting in his driveway for several
years under a tarp and the body and
interior had deteriorated badly. The motor
and drivetrain seemed OK so I tackled
the job anyway, and I had a local British
sports car specialist, Mountjoy’s Autoshop
in Hyattsville, Md., perform most of the
work this time, including the fire-engine
red paint. Once that MGB was restored, I
drove it quite a bit, but I couldn’t drive two
at a time (I am the only MGB driver in the
family, unfortunately), so one of them had
to suffer from disuse.
Anyway, about a month ago, the
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fuel pump went out on the red one for the
second time since restoration and when
Mountjoy’s took a look at it and tested
the motor, one of the cylinders was down
to 25 psi compression. I just couldn’t see
spending another $4,000 to $5,000 in a
new/rebuilt motor, so I quite reluctantly
decided to sell to Mountjoy’s. Now that we
are down to one, I spend more time on it
tinkering here and there, so it looks quite
good, although as a daily-driven car, it is
not a showpiece to anyone else but me,
I guess. But I love it and love driving it
every day! Best regards — John Reed
Dear Robert,
American Samoa over the 4th of July
weekend held its first ever Auto Show.
As it was the first of its kind, things got
confused and out of place so it ended up
that all classic cars, trucks, SUVs, and
modern cars fell into one big category for
overall winner of the Auto Show. My MGB
went up against the Hummer H2 and H3s,
2007 Cadillac Escalades, Ford Explorers,
Mustangs of all sorts, 1953 and ’55 Chevy
Classic trucks, a ’71 Pontiac Rivera with
455 HP engine, and many, many more
classic/modern cars and trucks.
The judges graded on a 100-point
system and after all was said and done, I
had 93 points for the total overall winner.
All the hard work on my restoration project
and modifications paid off.
I am sending this photo of the car
before the show in front of my house
overlooking the Pago Pago Bay Harbour
leading out to the South Pacific. It has a
nice shot of a boat that was anchored in
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Ray Wyberski’s 1977
MGB, the first-place
overall winner and
top point-getter at the
inaugural auto show
held at the Veterans
Memorial Stadium in
American Samoa on
July 4, 2006.

front of our house. [Above]
Not sure if I should send a picture of
some sort while at the auto show. More
interested I guess in a nice background
picture as after going through your MG
Driver books I did not see any recent water
shots. Regards — Ray Wyberski, first place
winner, 2006 Inaugural Auto Show held at
the Veterans Memorial Stadium, American
Samoa 4 July 2006
Dear MGB Driver,
I would like to sing the praises of but
one of the benefits of being a member in
NAMGBR. While on our way to Gatlinburg
for MG 2006, Alan Magnuson and I took
a driving tour of Nashville and some old
haunts, as I had lived there some 20 odd
years ago.
At one point I looked in my rearview
mirror and noticed that Alan’s car was
no longer behind me. I pulled on to the
shoulder, and eventually he came limping up. It seems that an incorrect fuel line
on Alan’s B had self destructed. While
we were sitting there contemplating our
futures as country singers, I pulled out my
trusty NAMGBR Service Recommendations
& Mutual Aid Directory.
I found a listing in Nashville for JD’s
All British and proceeded to call on my
cell phone. It was 5 p.m., and I got the
answering machine. Feeling a little more
nervous, I located a listing for club member Werner Jacobsen in Nashville. I called
Werner, explained our situation, and asked
if he had any suggestions.
Werner just happened to have a cell
phone number for J.D., so we were able to
get in contact with J.D. himself. It seems
that he had just purchased a new building
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006
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and was in the process of moving. J.D. said
for us to get towed in and he would meet
us at his new shop.
It took quite a while for the tow truck
to show up, but we kept J.D. informed
as to our progress (or lack thereof) and
he was true to his word and met us well
after hours at his shop. J.D. diagnosed
the problem and had the hose replaced in
short order.
We shared a few Old Speckled Hens
that we had brought with us (don’t leave
home without them) over some pleasant
conversation and a tour of his new shop
and some of the projects he had underway. As it came time for us to hit the road
again we asked how much we owed. Much
to our surprise J.D. declined to charge Alan
for the repair!
I want to thank Werner for his help,
J.D. for truly deserving of being listed in
as a NAMGBR Service Recommendation
provider, and the NAMGBR for having the
directory. —Bob Gloyd
Dear Robert,
It was great to be able to meet you at
MG 2006 in Gatlinburg. Received the latest issue of MG Driver and lo and behold
if one of the articles “Importing a Vintage
Car into the USA” by Anthony DeBella
wasn’t very timely.
I’m in the process of importing a
Vintage London Taxi from the UK. When
the vehicle arrives, I can join the ranks
of Bruce Wyckoff and be a two-car Brit
family.
Hope to have my annual article in
your hands shortly.
Lloyd Powell, GCBSCC
NAMGBR Chapter Affiliate

11

Original Owners Registrar

W

W

ell, for those of you who
missed MG 2006, let me just
say you were absent from a
real MG treat. Memories still abound
and it will be a long time before we
forget all the sights and sounds of a
memorable four days in Tennessee.
However, there were some offbeat
happenings, not least of which was the
appearance on the show field of no less
than four factory MGB/GT V8s! Two of
these cars had recently been imported
by a company in Wisconsin; and the
sight was especially poignant in view
of the passing of honorary membe,
Geoff Allen the week before MG 2006.
Geoff would have loved to have seen
these cars, having been the V8 Registrar and historian for the MG Car Club
for many years. It was also interesting
following the excellent article in the
July/August MGB Driver by Anthony
Debella on importing a vintage car
into the U.S.A.
However, let me now quote from a
letter received over 25 years ago by my
good friend Tom Boscarino who at the
time wrote to Jaguar Rover Triumph
in New Jersey asking what modifications would be required to import an

Marcham
Rhoade
MGB Registrar
MGB/GT V8.
A rather snotty reply came back
from C. Dianne Black, the manager
of emissions certification and fuel
economy. I quote: “This vehicle was
not certified for the USA and therefore
cannot be imported into the USA.
Because of the increased weight, there
is no data to indicate changes required
to bumper systems, steering column
and so on, to demonstrate compliance.
Lamps, windshield glass and several
other items would also require change.
No service and parts details would
generally be available for you either.
We strongly recommend against any
import of this type and suggest you
heed our recommendation.”
So there! That was the warning
P hoto provided by M ar c ham rhoade

hat’s this all about, you may
ask? Well, just this: We all
have heard of an MG with the
original paint, original engine, and
original interior. I even heard of the
original tires with the original air from
Abingdon still in them.
This is all well and fine, BUT there
is no substitute for the ORIGINAL
DRIVER – the person who put the cash
Bill Hawkins
down in the first place and bought
MGB Original
their car from an MG dealer. Those few
Owners Registrar
are the only Original MG Drivers.
Now, I am not saying that they
Pontiac dealer advertising that, since
are better than the rest, but they purBritish Leyland had shut down the
chased their MGs new and have kept
line, the dealer was closing out his
them, and that’s saying something.
stock of MGs. Roberta made the deciDeborah and I met quite a few of
sion that they should purchase the
you at MG 2006 in Gatlinburg, and we “yellow one with the wire wheels” that
hope more of you will contact us when
they had seen on the lot. Twenty-five
you find the documentation that veriyears later, the love affair with their
fies that you and you alone purchased
MG lives on.
your MG new.
The Craigs also celebrated their
Let me introduce to you Jim and
25th anniversary at MG International
Roberta Craig of Minneapolis. Their
2006 in their home state of Tennessee.
1980 Inca Yellow MGB was their
The name of this beautiful 1980 MGB
second MG, but it was the first MG
is Morris George in honor of George
that they purchased new. In 1981 the
their 1970 MG.
Craigs felt that they were running out
Roberta and Jim, thanks for the
of time to get a brand-new MG when
letter and congratulations for being an
they saw an ad from a Minneapolis
Original Driver.
Bill

The MGB Registrar

Reprise of a dated MG ad. Is the girl in the
ad very small or is the girl in the photo very
tall? Hmmmm . . . .
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MGB Register
from JRT in Leonia. Tom tried another
tack and wrote to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency in
Washington where Anthony J. Erb, the
import project leader of the Investigation and Imports section, wrote thus:
“Please find enclosed a copy of our
fact sheet providing details on procedures and documental requirements
concerning imported motor vehicles.
This office is presently operating under
an interim policy whereby if one individual imports a motor vehicle under
bond with the U.S Customs Service
that is more than five years old (currently a 1977 or earlier model) and the
importer has not previously imported
a motor vehicle into the U.S., and the
vehicle is for personal use and not for
resale, the U.S.E.P.A will not require
that the individual bring the vehicle
into compliance with Federal emission standards. This applies to Federal
standards only and the importer must
still comply with all state and local
requirements.”
Now this was 1982 remember, and
it seemed that not only did the right
and left hand not know what they
were doing, but even the fingers were
having some difficulty! I thought it
would be interesting for you to see how
the feds addressed Tom’s request.
Now we have no less than 18 genuine factory V8s based in this country
and Canada on the register, and a host
of excellent “spurious” V8 conversions
which can be seen at meets nationwide.
Finally, I thought the following figures extracted from the Register database might be of interest to members:
1967 MGB/GT Specials registered............................ 120
MGB Limited Editions registered...............................275
Where will it all end, I ask myself?
And by the way, I am now in
possession of my own Limited Edition MGB, having purchased the
one previously owned by my friend,
Ron Tugwell, former chairman of the
NAMGBR. More in an upcoming issue
of the MGB Driver!
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Also, had a note from Will Knoppe
in Alaska who owns one of the last
MGBs ever sold up there, a Limited Edition, sold by European Motors. Nothing extra special about that, except
that Will’s car was manufactured
immediately prior to the weekend of
“Black Monday” when the announcement of the closure of the MG factory
was broken. Will’s LE was finished on
Friday, Sept. 9, 1979. By Monday, Sept.
10, the bad news was made public!
Will also mentioned that he got
a nice set of tires for his MGB from
Costco which fit the car perfectly.
Bridgestone Protenza 185/70 R14 is the
type, with good ride, handling, and
low noise. He’s running at 21 psi front
and 26 psi rear.
Thanks to all those who have
registered their cars with me since last
time. If you have not already done so, I
make my usual plea ...
REGISTER YOUR MGB NOW!
Roger Taylor...............................................1969 MGB/GT
Franklin Oakley..........................................1974 MGB/GT
John Engel........................................................1965 MGB
Dennis Cranton.................................................1967 MGB
Robin Montgomery...........................................1965 MGB
Jack Pavlidis.......................... 1980 MGB & 1971 MGB/GT
Tom Miller........................................................1972 MGB
Kim & Laura Rutherford........ 1979 MGB LE (Canada #14)
Patricia Wharton..............................................1979 MGB
Alan Dalman..............................................1973 MGB/GT
Richard Thornberry..........................................1971 MGB
Kathy Gustafson.........................................1973 MGB/GT
Frank Young.....................................................1973 MGB
Richard B.Fritz..................................................1974 MGB
Mark Gannon...................................................1971 MGB
Paul Jennings...................................................1972 MGB
Thomas George..................... 1977 MGB & 1972 MGB/GT
Alan Petroski..............................................1969 MGB/GT
Will Knoppe................................................. 1980 MGB LE
Michael Jones...................................................1970 MGB
Fred Wetzel......................................................1977 MGB
Paul Jennings.............................. 1970 MGB & 1972 MGB
Jack Creasy....................................1967 MGB/GT Special
Steve Pistolakis................................................1971 MGB
Anthony Gronau.........................................1979 MGB (2)
John Roberts............................................... 1980 MGB LE
John Pope.........................................................1976 MGB
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MG 2006: A Travelogue

By Lloyd Powell
Gulf Coast British Car Club

T

he saga begins very early on
Monday morning, June 19, before
sun-up as Lynn Fleury, red 1979
MBG/GT, Marshall Fleury, yellow 1970
MGB, Ken DeLeeuw, blue 1976 MGB
V6, and yours truly with “Miss Mardy,”
my red 1974 MGB, met for coffee and
a quick discussion on the route for our
first day of travel to Gatlinburg, Tenn.
It was up I-95 to the Ft. Pierce interchange to the Florida Turnpike and
our first gas stop. The turnpike would
take us to I-75 north toward Georgia,
but calamity struck just after getting
on the pike. Marshall’s MGB ran out of
power for some unknown reason and
after restarting went only a few 100
feet when it died again.
Time for cell phone action. Marshall called Dean Huston, MG guru
and mechanic extraordinaire, in Port
St. Lucy to inform him of the problem and have him tow the car to his
shop. Later we would find out that the
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

alternator had given out and
drained the battery. And, no,
that wasn’t one of the spare
parts we collectively carried in
our boots. We had a spare fuel
pump, fuel filters, oil, jumper
cables, nylon towing strap,
distributor cap and points,
and brake fluid. You can see
that we were well prepared for
any “major” problem en route
– just not this one.
Marshall transferred his
baggage into Lynn’s GT and
suddenly we were a three-car
caravan. The rest of the trip
north was uneventful, stopping only for gas, leg stretching, rest stops, and of course
food. Our first night on our
trip was spent in Ashbourne,
Ga., about 365 miles from
home.
With Miss Mardy in the
lead, Ken next, and Marshall
bringing up the rear, all went
well until a missed route sign
gave us a short detour. But blessings
always crop up somewhere, sometime.
We stopped in Madison, Ga., for lunch
at a great little pizza place where
the food and service were excellent.
Madison was a bit unusual in that the
town square was occupied 100 percent by the Post Office. City Hall was
on one outside corner and the Police
Department was on another outside
corner and it had a glass front. We
soon caught up with our proper route
and our trip continued on two-lane
highways which, of course, were just
made for LBCs.
Our next car problem happened in
Athens, Ga., when Marshall thought
he detected a hot brake smell coming
from Ken’s V6. We made a stop in a
shopping center parking lot where the
offending wheel was removed. Inspection revealed that the pads were not
retracting properly. Removal of a pad
left some brake fluid on the asphalt,
but no rotor heat was detected and
re-assembly was made. Again, it was
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MG 2006 Travelogue
cell phone time as Marshall put a call
in for the brake technician at Moss
Motors. After describing the problem
to him he indicated that the rubber
brake hose had collapsed and said
that removal of the pad released the
pressure and cured the problem at
least temporarily. A call to several auto
parts stores could not locate the part
needed. One store promised hoses by
5 p.m. the next day if payment was
made by 3 p.m. today. Suddenly it appeared that two days would be lost if
that route was taken. We had planned
on a three-day trip north just in case
of car problems, but certainly hadn’t
figured in spending two days in Athens
awaiting parts. And no, we didn’t have
spare brake hoses either.
The decision was made by Ken to
keep going, heeding the advice of the
Moss brake technician and taking it
easy when braking. But then, we only
had to go through the Great Smoky
Mountains to reach our destination. So
we journeyed through Georgia, a bit of
North Carolina, and then finally on to
Gatlinburg. We arrived safe and sound
one day early for our Super-8 reserva-
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tions, but they were able to accommodate Kern and I. Lynn and Marshall
headed to their B&B located just out of
town.
Total elapsed mileage: 650. Miss
Mardy did herself proud, making the
journey without so much of a hiccup
thereby dispelling the myth that any
LBC shouldn’t travel more than 20
miles from home!!
Wednesday morning found us
in the registration section picking up
our pre-registered packets with all the
information needed to enjoy our stay
at MG 2006.
After checking out the vendors on
site and parting with a few dollars, it
was time to meet and greet a number
of people that heretofore were just
names in e-mail or in the MGB Driver.
It was time for a bite to eat and then
some R&R to take care of  the rigors of
our drive.
Ken did some calling around in an
effort to find brake hoses and located
a garage on a hillside that had a
mechanic that did brakes. He ordered
a pair of hoses and said they would be
in by 3 p.m. What a difference a few
hundred miles makes.
Wednesday evening it was bar-
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Wednesday evening in Gatlinburg. A great experience in outdoor dinning with friends.
beque time with the show registrants
where we met MG owners from all over
the States and Canada. Hamburgers,
hot dogs, cheeses, and all the fixings
made for some good eating. Plus there
was, of course, cold Bass on tap to
wash the food down.
Ken was up early on Thursday
and had his V6 at the garage where
the new brake hoses were soon
installed.  We tested them as we rode
and tamed the “Tail of The Dragon”
in the afternoon. Unfortunately it
was Honda Hoot week in Knoxville,
so there were numerous cyclists on
the Dragon and as usual a few gave
the majority a bad name by riding on
your tail, passing on the double yellow
(which was a constant), and cutting in,
which made for short stops to avoid a
collision. But we did it! And then rode
it back, but this time without too many
cyclists, which made for a very enjoyable ride. Now we know what other
club members have experienced when
they talk about “Taming the Dragon.”
Then it was time for the MGB
Experience night in Gatliburg with deli
meats, cheeses, all the fixings, and, of
course, Bass on tap again. A great time
was had by all.
Friday was show time. The 20-mile
drive to the show field was bumper to
bumper with MGs which were in all
colors, models and years. The show
day volunteers did a great job shepherding us on the field and directing
us to our proper class parking area.
What a sight it was to see about a
1,000 MGs in one place at one time.
Here it’s time we congratulated Hank
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

Rippert and Rick Ingram for their hard
work in getting all the logistics worked
out so the MG 2006 experience could
be enjoyed by all 2,000 attendees.
At the show, there were vendors
around the perimeter of the field selling all sorts of British items, new and
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MG 2006 Travelogue
used MG parts, crafts, T-shirts, and
many types of food so no one had to
go hungry. There were so many classes
of MGs with subclasses in each that
it was virtually impossible to vote for
popular choice. As soon as you saw
what you thought was a class winner,
you soon discovered a better prospect
down the row. Consequently no popular vote was made by Ken and me.  Just
too many MGs to enjoy from early
1930s to the latest one made. We even
saw some four-door ones that were extremely rare in the US and never seen
in South Florida.
The concours judging was the first
I’ve experienced and I can see why
some MG owners take extra special
pride in their LBC. We learned at the
awards banquet on Saturday evening
that the winning car earned 984
points out of a perfect 1,000 points.
The second and third place vehicles
were not that far behind.
Saturday was a day to wipe the
rain drops off the cars (yes, it did rain
buckets on several occasions, but not
when you wanted some dry hours
for special events). Minor items got
repaired and the vehicles gotten ready
for the trip home. That evening was
the awards banquet. After a live auc-
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tion that saw many MG related items
won by the high bidder came “dinner.”
It actually was a buffet that included
four different menus. The wait staff
managed to feed about 2,000 diners
in about 45 minutes. Being self-serve,
one could take as much food that one
wanted. Mine was great, chosen because it had catfish fingers included.
Sunday morning soon arrived and
with it time to check out, load the luggage and new goodies into our cars,
and make ready to head south. Gas in
Gatlinburg took us to Eatonton, Ga.,
where we made our stop for the night.
Our Tour Captain managed to
find sparsely traveled roads, some
on two lanes and some on four lanes
which were just made for our MGBs.
Of course Georgia being famous for
peaches made us stop for some fresh
from the trees along with Peach Wine.
Then it was on towards home where
Marshall picked up his repaired MGB
in Port St. Lucie along the way.
Total return mileage was 642 and
again Miss Mardy made the return
trip without so much as a hiccup as
did the other cars in our caravan.
Yes, it WAS AN EXPERIENCE at
MG 2006!!
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MG 2006: A Poem

Classic Cars

By Kay Collier
MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre

The Redeeming Social Value
By Cassie Brill
San Diego MG Club

MGs,--- a thousand and one and more
Clustered in a mountain town in Tennessee.
Driven hundreds of miles to see one another
And meet and greet you and me.
“Did you overheat?” Yellow said to Red.
“I lost a fan belt,” said Blue.
“We lost nothing.
We were trailered,” said 1930 and ‘32.
“Are you for real?” asked the B.”
“Of course, every part of me,” scoffed the C.
“I’m cooled and cruised,” said the the B.”
“None of that for me,” answered C.
“We’re here for the fun,” said the roadsters.
“I’m here to win,” announced Magna
“We came to see the Smokies,” said A.
“Nothing like them in good old UK.”
“Did you see the dragon?”
“No, only the tail. I really feared my brakes might fail.”
“My brakes hurt and my engine aches,
But I’m OK. I’ll recuperate.”
“Did you hear the guy who designed us
Is here from the UK?”
“Wow! All the way from home.
Love to hear what he has to say.”
Said Tickford, “This was really great.”
Meeting all the others.”
“Yea,” said MGB, “We even saw
modified brothers.”
“See you at the next meet?” asked TD.
“Can’t go by ourselves,” said Twin Cam,
Depends on you-know-who.”
So, car owners all, they’re talking ‘bout YOU.
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W

ho in their
right mind
would pay
big bucks for what
some may consider a
piece of junk, spend even more money
to fix it up, and then only drive it every
once in a while? The answer to that
question is easy – an MG enthusiast or
any other classic car buff! Of course, a
devotee’s significant other who has not
yet been bitten by the “classic car bug”
will likely disagree, but there are many
reasons why there is a significant “redeeming social value” in the process of
classic car restoration.
According to a study published in
the Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, feelings of autonomy,
self-esteem and a sense of closeness
with others are more important for
happiness than popularity, influence,
money or luxury. For me, a hobby such
as owning a classic car and belonging
to the San Diego MG Club definitely
promotes the feelings necessary for
happiness noted in the article, as well
as several other elements necessary for
a happy, well-balanced life.

Autonomy

A hobby allows us to be totally in
control and gives us a feeling of autonomy in a world where our activities
are often not self-chosen and self-endorsed. Most of us regularly feel an obligation to answer to the needs of our
significant other, children and family
members. In other areas of our lives,
our bosses or business concerns direct
our actions. But, we alone choose a
hobby based on interests that whisper
to our soul. We alone decide how much
time to devote to its pursuit. We alone
decide at what level we will pursue our
hobby.
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Self Esteem

Self esteem, as most of us know,
comes from doing difficult things
and mastering them. Self esteem also
comes from treating yourself as a
worthwhile person by doing a fun,
interesting activity that gives you
pleasure and pride. Anyone who has
ever rebuilt an engine, or figured out a
mind boggling MG electrical problem
knows the great feeling of self esteem
that comes with accomplishment.
There is also a certain amount of pleasure derived from the mental activity
of mapping out a plan of action and
executing it.

Fellowship

We human beings, for the most
part, have a need to connect to something greater than ourselves. Fellow
hobbyists give us a “brotherhood” (and
“sisterhood” to be politically correct)
of people with shared interests and
values. Membership in an MG club
also satisfies the very human need to
give and receive attention. Involvement in a hobby can broaden our
circle of friends as well and participation in MG Club activities can create
experiences and memories that last a
lifetime.
Other benefits that add to the
redeeming social value of having a
classic car include relaxation and
creativity.

Relaxation

We all need to relax and get away
from our every day cares and concerns
to maintain good mental health. A
hobby, such as an interest in classic
cars, is perfect to accomplish that end.
The dictionary defines a hobby as a
pursuit outside one’s regular occupation engaged in especially for relax-
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Classic Cars
ation.
Now you might be saying, “Well
it’s certainly not relaxing when I
can’t figure out what’s wrong with the
@#$%* thing, or it breaks down when
I take it out for a spin, or I can’t locate
a part I need.” But, any difficulty you
may face in pursuing a hobby still
takes your mind off more pressing life
problems and that is what relaxation
is supposed to do. A hobby gives you a
breather from real life.

Creativity

PHOTO SUBMIT TED BY MEMBER

Life becomes boring when there is
no opportunity to explore our creativity. Alan Watts writes in The Wisdom
of Insecurity, “We have allowed brain
thinking to develop and dominate our
lives out of all proportion to ‘instinctual wisdom’; which we are allowing to
slump into atrophy. As a consequence
we are at war within ourselves - the
brain desiring things which the body
does not want, and the body desiring
things that the brain will not allow...So
long as the mind is split, life is perpet-

ual conflict, tension, frustration and
disillusion.” In other words, we become
irritable, restless, and discontent when
we don’t give everyday life a rest.
Our MGs give us an outlet to spark
our creativity and help fend off the
doldrums and worries that life sometimes brings. Creativity is born in the
space between our thoughts, and I
have found that total immersion in
a hobby can also provide the springboard for inspiration in other areas of
my life. It’s a Zen thing.
Sources: Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology 2001, Vol. 80, No. 2, 325-339.
Watts, Alan W., The Wisdom of Insecurity
(Pantheon Books, New York, 1951)
ISBN 0394704681
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Mr. Wizard’s Rust Bucket
By Mark Childers
Tidewater MG Club

W

hen last summer was already
in the can, I started looking
for my annual “winter project”, one that won’t take up what little
space I have left in my garage after
hauling in another trailer load of hot
rod parts. A bunch of small, apparently unnecessary “leftovers” from the
long term restoration of my working
Case tractor, and a hundred or so from
the long term ’70 MGB restoration
are in dire need of help – more than
enough to milk through late March.
I’ve got some aluminum mounts,
copper tubing and brass spacers, and
large sacrificial zincs for the plow lift,
as well, but mostly bare, patina-laden
steel and cast iron of the disassembled
Brit-car variety.
Non-ferrous metals are easy to
clean and polish. They generally need
little more than a nearly non-abrasive
media blast such as walnut shells, followed by a few minutes on the Baldor
buffing machine with the proper wheel
and rouge to look new again. Moderate pitting can often be media blasted
or sanded with the least aggressive
grit needed until the surface is flat
and pit-free, followed by progressively
finer sanding and/or progressively
finer buffing, depending on the final
finish needed for the part. Painting
techniques for non ferrous metals are
all over the internet. For aluminum, I
recommend walnut shell media, followed by Alodyne brand metal prep
before painting.
Iron and steel corrosion treatment runs the gamut from mechanical methods such as Scotchbrite pads,
wire wheels, sand paper, low pressure
abrasive media beading, to an an all
out assault using very aggressive blast
media and high pressure air. I recently
began experimenting with vapor
blasting – a mix of high pressure water
and a siphoned abrasive such as ultra
fine sand – and I can see why it’s the
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current industry favorite for making
old parts new. With low dust, and
near-100% coverage on parts with
lots of corners and crevasses, there’s
little that can hide from it. However,
the very presence of water and microscopic salts in the atmosphere is a
recipe for creating an instantaneous
rust cycle, relegating this process either
to specialized shops or the hobbyist
doing one piece at a time. Chemical
rust treatments such as Naval Jelly,
nitric and muriatic acids, POR, Rustex
and others provide varying degrees of
conversion from red rust into several
of the many known iron oxides which
encapsulate the surface and generally prevent further oxidation. Follow
the instructions precisely and you
will achieve reasonable results. Some
are better than others, but unless you
eliminate every speck of rust, and
every trace of chemical as well, the
tin worm will find its way back to the
surface in spades – usually a month or
two after the fresh paint has been color
sanded to perfection.
In addition to a laundry list of
harsh chemicals, molasses happens to
be a very effective rust-remover, that’s
safe to handle and dispose of. Farmers
and soldiers were using molasses long
before the Civil War to de-rust plowshares and rifle barrels. Last winter,
after reading an article on old blacksmithing processes, I tested its efficacy
by dropping a very rusty and ancient
farm gate lag bolt in a pint mason
jar with 4 ounces of molasses and 10
ounces of water. I left it alone (per the
instructions from the Civil War Reenactor’s web site) while the sulfur and
slightly acid solution worked its magic.
After about four weeks, the bolt was
totally rust free and had a very nice,
uniformly grey finish. Not bad for a
quarter. Unfortunately, it’s not a good
choice if you intend to reassemble your
pride and joy next weekend.
Everything I’ve read says not to be
tempted to check up on it for at least
ten days, because exposing the bolt
to the air early-on somehow “resets”
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Mr. Wizard’s Rust Bucket
the process, but that could be an old
farmer’s wife’s tale, so I don’t know
what it looked like after two weeks.
Now, if you’re looking for a really
effective, relatively safe, and (best of
all) inexpensive method for removing
rust, give electrolytic rust removal a
try. It’s “Monster Garage meets Frank
N Stein’s Mechanic”. Who could resist
a combination of battery cables, electricity, and a foul looking potlikker of
hydrogen and iron-enriched orangeybrown sludge that is actually ok to
dump on the compost pile when you
get tired of playing?
Electrolysis is a simple process that
won’t damage parts, the environment,
or the operator providing the basic
safety rules are followed, and it’s not
very labor intensive at all. Once the rig
is built and the part is in the tank, it’s
just a waiting game.
The downside to not following
basic safety rules:
• Inducing a current in water
liberates hydrogen. And being very
light, hydrogen rises to the surface
in bubbles. Add a spark or a flame
to any significant amount of captive
hydrogen bubbles, and you can almost
envision the Hindenburg at Lakehurst,
albeit on a much smaller and personal
scale.
• Adding an alkaline such as
borax (works ok) or washing soda
(preferred) to water forces pH up. Not
enough to damage skin, but enough
to make you swear in seven languages
all at once should you get some of
that iron enriched working sludge in
your eyes. Wear blue nitrile gloves and
goggles. And always carry around
a full load of situational awareness
whenever you mess with anything that
can jump up and bite you, or set you
on fire, or both.

Getting started:

• Fresh water supply. Since it will
only be pure for a couple minutes,
even untreated well water will do.
• Arm and Hammer washing
soda, which is commercial grade
sodium carbonate works best. Sodium
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bicarbonate can do in a pinch, but it
requires a lot more current and time to
get the same results.
• A 2-10 amp battery charger with
an ammeter. A charger and a car battery connected in parallel is even better, but not necessary. And a battery
alone will work, too. Just remember
that deep-cycling a standard auto battery foreshortens its service life.
• A steel or iron anode. Rebar
is great; as short lengths are free at
most construction sites, and a dollar
at Loews Depot. I also have a piece of
4” wide 308 Stainless steel bent into a
near circle about 10” in diameter that
works great for small pieces. Whatever
sacrificial anode or anode array you
settle on will eventually be eaten away
to nothing and will eventually require
replacement. The process is purely
“line of sight” between anode (rebar)
and cathode (the part being cleaned)
so anodes should surround the part being cleaned as close as possible to the
cathode without ever touching each
other. Proximity significantly reduces
voltage, time and alkalinity requirements.
• A plastic tub (slightly larger
than the part to be cleaned - while it
is possible to clean a part with some of
it sticking above the solution and then
rotating the part as needed, this process may leave an undesirable demarcation line. An easy to pour 1 gallon
pitcher for mixing the solution makes
things go faster.
• Heavy duty copper wire to link
the anodes together, to connect up the
battery cable terminals, and suspend
the part being treated.
• Scrap wood of the 1x1, or quarter-round variety for making various
supports.
• A cheap set of battery cables.

Some Assembly Required:

(battery not included)
• Build a circular anode array by
tying lengths of rebar together using
copper wire or get tricky and build one
as shown in illustration 1. The anodes
need to be standing, and must surround the part to be cleaned without
touching it. Strip one to two inches of
insulation from both ends of a 2 foot
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length of insulated copper wire and
connect one end to the anode array.
The anode will later be connected to
the negative side of the power source.
Clean tight connections are a must.
Solder will assure best current flow.
• Securely attach the anode array
in a suitable plastic container (I use a
3 gallon bucket for small jobs.)
• Place the object to be cleaned
(cathode) in the center of the array,
and suspend it off the bottom using
copper wire, or anything else that’s not
aluminum or brass. I use a foot long
piece of 1x1 with ¼” holes drilled in it
laid across the top of the bucket, and
suspend the pieces using copper wire
attached to the drilled holes.
• Mix ¼ to ½ cup of A&H washing
soda per gallon of water and stir well
until completely dissolved. I pre-mixed
3 gallons in a virgin gas can. The
exact pH is not as important as the solution being completely dissolved and
uniform throughout.
• Connect the NEGATIVE lead
wire to the sacrificial anode array, and
the POSITIVE lead wire to the cathode/part to be being cleaned, but don’t
connect to the battery/charger quite
yet…
• Pour in the electrolyte until the
cathode/s and anode are completely
submerged about an inch under the
surface.
• With the battery charger off, and
the battery disconnected, connect the
red wire from the part to be cleaned to
the red battery jumper cable, and the
anode array lead wire to the negative
jumper cable. Make sure that nothing
shorts, ESPECIALLY if you opt to use
the battery and charger together. Remember that polarity is of the essence.
If you get it backwards the rebar will
turn nice and shiny at your now-disintegrated part’s expense. This generally happens when the part is made of
unobtanium steel alloy.
• Connect the red jumper cable to
the positive battery/charger cable, and
the black jumper wire to the negative battery/charger lead observing
polarity. If you are using a battery,
connect both the charger and the
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jumper cables to the battery, positive
first, followed by the negative terminal. Set the charger to 2 amps @ 12 v
(with battery) or 12 v 10 amps (charger
alone.)
• If everything is connected correctly, and you added ¼ to ½ cup
of washing soda per gallon, and
didn’t try to jack up the solution (a la
Tool Time Tim), then you should see
somewhere between 3 and 6 amps
of current flow on the meter, and a
slight bubbling around the anode and
cathode. Again, be really careful with
the smokes and sparks, as laboratory
quality hydrogen is burbling from the
now-murky depths of the bucket.
Don’t try to speed up the process.
Once electrolysis begins, and the
mixture starts bubbling, just leave it
alone. Moving the process too fast can
generate dangerous levels of hydrogen, and can cause battery/charger
overheating. And adding excessive
alkali to the water causes hydrogen
embrittlement on the surface of the object being cleaned, while making the
cathode corrode away to nothing in a
hurry. If the current remains too low,
reducing the distance between anode
and cathode (no less than 2 inches
apart) will increase the current. Generally there is no reason to need more
than ¼ cup of soda, but you can add
couple extra tablespoons to a cup of
water to raise the pH just a little to see
what happens. If the mix is too hot,
and hydrogen bubbles are fast and
furious, you can add two tablespoons
of vinegar to a cup of water and slowly
pour the mixture over a piece of wood
to prevent any splashing and quickly
reduce the exchange rate.
After about 3 hours you should
see a definite difference in the surface of the rusted part. Once done,
quickly de-sludge the part, wash it in
hot soapy water, towel dry and oil the
surface then store in a slightly oily
baggie, seal the zip lock almost all the
way up, suck out any remaining air
and seal shut. If painting, wash in hot
water, dry and prime then paint asap
to discourage the fine coat of rust that
will definitely cover the part after only
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Mr. Wizard’s Rust Bucket

P hoto by steve adamski

P hotos and images by M ark Childers

Illustration 2:
The basic no-frills setup. A battery.

Illustration 1:

Fancy version with rebar attached to inside
of bucket and connected via wire around
outside. Positive cable is attached to the
connector on side of bucket and negative
terminal is attached to the steel bar on top.
A chain is used to hang parts instead of
copper wire.
a few unattended minutes in the air. I
found that if POR is going to be used
as a coating, it works best to derust the
object, followed by a hot soapy wash,
then rinse, air dry to an almost dusty
patina of rust; heat the part above 75°F

and POR the surface. If too many pits
remain to be cosmetically useable, try
etching the entire surface with swimming pool acid to a uniform finish,
then rinse and repeat electrolysis.
Electrolysis generally does not
damage the underlying metal in any
way, nor will it improve the finish of
the metal under the rust. The cleaning
solution should last almost indefinitely; add pre-mixed solution only to
replace that lost by the process.
— Can be used alone or in conjunction
with the charger. Use the 12v 10 amp
selection .

Chiris Robert’s company, Christopher’s Foreign Cars,
Inc., services and repairs all foreign cars. Situated on
633 Haven Avenue in Ocean City, N.J., it also offers
parts. A combination of services that have kept more
than just MGs running for years.
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By Kim de Bourbon
Keystone Region MG Club

T

his is the story of two 1970 MGB/
GTs and two guys named Steve.
It’s also the story of how a high
school ring got lost and returned to its
owner after more than 20 years, and
the story of the power and speed of the
Information Age we live in.
Steve Adamski of White Post, Va.,
bought a 1970 MGB/GT last fall. He
was pretty happy with it; but somewhere along the line, it had been
converted to a solid bumper, and he
wanted to put the original split-bumper on that is correct for that year.
He kept an eye on eBay, and in
November found what he was looking
for: A split bumper set from another
1970 MGB/GT that was being parted
out in Alabama. Steve won the auction with a $36.99 bid, and soon the
bumpers arrived in a box at his home,
complete with lights and mounting
brackets. When the package arrived,
he peeked in the box quickly just to
verify the contents, and put it aside as
a project to be tackled when he had
more time.
He reopened the box in February,
intending to take off the mounting
springs and paint them with POR-15.
He started moving the pieces around
and spraying the bolts with PB Blaster.
“When I picked up the bumpers,
there were some small pieces in the
bottom, and one of the lights had
come loose,” he said. “I also saw what
almost looked like a bolt, but it turned
out to be someone’s high school ring.”
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

Steve took the ring inside and
cleaned it. “I then began to think
about finding the owner. I had to polish the inside with a cloth to be able to
read the name written on the inside.”
Steve’s next step was to post a
notice on The MGB Experience online
forum: “I bought a bumper on eBay
and was taking it apart to clean. I
found a high school ring from Ben
Davis High School in Indiana, and the
name on the inside was Steve Bische.
Does anyone here know him or heard
of him? At some point the person has
had to been near a 1970 B…”
Just four minutes later, a B owner
from Oregon responded that he had
Googled the name and found a wedding announcement from an Indiana
newspaper listing a Steven Bische as
the father of the bride.
Less than 10 minutes later, Steve
Adamski found a telephone number
on Yahoo, and was on the phone with
Steve Bische’s wife, Joann, who confirmed that her husband had owned
an MGB about 20 years ago. Steve
left his e-mail address “so they would
not think I was a kook or a perv,” and
later that night, received a message
from Steve Bische, confirming that he
had lost his high school ring way back
when.
“I thought I might have lost it in
this car, somehow,” Steve Bische said.
“The car was a 1970 MGB/GT that
I had restored and painted a bright
Corvette orange. It had real knockoff
wire wheels, a four-cylinder engine
with a header and duel carbs, with a
four-speed transmission.”
Steve Adamski quickly shipped the
ring back to Indiana and its rightful
owner.
Later, Steve Bische related the
history of his old 1970 GT, which he
got while he was in high school about
1979.
“It was in pretty bad shape. We
had to tow it home since the guy that I
bought it from had started restoring it.
It had some body work done and was
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Brake Confersion Kit

M

ark Janis attended the local
All British Field Meet in Puget
Sound last year, and one thing
he was asked about frequently was
for a MGB rear disc conversion. It’s
no surprised that he was asked these
questions because Mark is the owner
of Scarebird Classic Brakes, a business
that specializes in disc brake conversions for classic cars. Upon his return
to the shop, he researched what the options on the internet were.   Also, John
Taylor, president of the local MG chapter, was kind enough to lend both a
pressed wheel and wire wheel axle assemblies to enable bench top fitment.
The first issue he noticed was that
the parking brake set-up pretty much
wiped out any caliper choice he had.
The 73B had actual steel wires to tension the levers. He had been considering using a separate parking caliper
(found on some high-end cars such as
Jaguars and Ferraris) and arrived at
this solution also. Another issue, of
course, is clearance with the factory
rims, both wire and pressed steel. The
disc brake conversion is not much
use if it will not fit the stock rims! He
researched NAPA’s data base of available rotors and found that the 1994-98
Hyundai Sonata rear fit the parameters he set as best. The same criteria
was applied to the calipers, with piston
size (for proper braking bias, as MGs
do not have proportioning valves)
being the most important guideline,
and the 1988-93 Ford Festiva won that
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006
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mostly in primer gray.
in the MGB/GT before I
There were no batteries
traded it in, but had no
in it either. I remember
luck finding it. I have
that before I even saw
no idea how it would
the car that I thought
have ended up in the
about painting it bright
rear bumper. Other
orange. When I saw it
than I did all the work
for the first time I had to
on the car myself, or
have it. After negotiat- The split-bumper from the
possibly I had taken the
original 1970 MGB/GT, where ring off and put it in the
ing on a price, I think
about $750, it was mine. the class ring was found.
back (hatch back) and it
Man! I had to cut a lot of
had fallen out and into
grass for that money. The seller threw
the bumper.
in the gallon of paint that he bought
“When I traded the car in, it was
for the car. It just happened to be Corto a dealership. Later I had heard that
vette orange.
they sold the GT to one of their me“When I got the car home, I
chanics, and did not put it on their lot.
installed new batteries and started
“I have never had another MG. I
redoing and finishing the body work.
have thought about it several times,
This was the first time that I had ever
but it’s not very practical with a wife
done any body work myself, but I had
and five kids. Maybe when all the
seen my Dad do it before. He did not
kids are grown and out of college and
do body work for a living any more but I retire, who knows, maybe I can get
he did grow up in a garage and gas
another MGB or MGB/GT.”
station, and had started working on
Steve Bische’s original 1970 GT is,
and painting cars when he was just a
alas, no more. It continued to have a
kid. I learned a lot from him.
hard life after Steve traded it in.
“I also remember after most of the
Its last home was with Bill Winbody work was done I was driving it
gard of Tussville, Ala., a NAMGBR
around the neighborhood. This was
member who has a number of MGs.
also my first four-speed. Well, I found
Bill reports that he bought the GT from
that the throw-out bearing was going
a guy in Nashville, Tenn., who was
bad, and need to be replaced. So I also
moving.
installed a complete new clutch.
“It was all pieced together, lots
“After the car was finished, it was
of things were wrong on it,” Bill said,
a blast to drive. It was pretty quick for
“such as someone had put a banjo
a small car. I was a pretty aggressive
rear end on it, instead of the original
driver. I managed to wreck the MGB
Salisbury. It was rusty, and it was in
seven times, mostly just fender bendreal bad shape, but it was running. I
ers that I was able to repair, but it was
bought it in late October or early Nototaled once when an old pickup cut a
vember, but decided to part it out.
corner too short and hit me head on.
“The bumper was one of the first
“My MGB needed new front fendthings I sold on it,” Bill noted. “It’s
ers, hood, grill, bumper, and an airgone, now. I’d rather see a car restored
dam; but I decided to rebuild it again,
than scrapped, but it was just too far
since before the wreck I had rebuilt the
gone.”
engine and the rest of the car was in
Bill knew nothing about the ring
good condition. After this last rebuild/
hidden in the bumper. “I’m surprised I
repair, I had the car for a couple more
didn’t find the ring. I had the bumpers
years. Then I decided to trade it in on
upside down and inside out, and never
used 1978 Trans Am.
saw it.”
“I do remember searching for my
ring that I thought I might have lost

New Product — MGB Rear Disc

contest.
He went through several design
evolutions, wrestling with leaf spring
clearance and parking brake lever
ratios among other issues – till he arrived with the current set-up, which
he believes to be the best available,
especially for the money. A manager
at Cutting Edge Laser, the outfit who
fabricates the blanks he uses, owns a
73 B/GT, and was gracious enough to
let him use it as a test mule.
His customers are very happy with
how well balanced the bias is, as well
as the holding power of the parking brake – a chronic sore spot with
original drum designs. This conversion
installs with ease; also pleasing his
customers is the fact they can re-use
their existing parking cables and do
not have to fabricate custom units. He
noticed other designs simply did not
address this issue. The parking caliper
incorporates an adjusting screw to
maintain easy proper pad clearance.
Another plus is that since MG did not
use residual pressure valves in the
master cylinder, it can be re-used,
whether it is a single or dual reservoir.
He also uses a flex line to the hydraulic
caliper, for ease of pad changes. All his
parts are CNC cut and welded, then
zinc plated for longevity and appearance.
For more information, contact
Scarebird Classic Brakes at 207 203rd
Place SW Unit B, Lynnwood, WA 98036
or call (425) 422-0273. www.scarebird.
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First Day
dream…
As we got into 1980 and I settled
into my new job in my new city, there
was still a steady parade of ads for the
last of the MGs still coming into the
country. By fall my financial situation felt fairly stable and the ads for
$1000 rebates, which could be applied
to down payment, were quite intriguing. After taking a bus to both of the
remaining MG dealers in Chicago (one
was in one of the old Wacky Arnholt
sales locations and the other offering the ill-starred assortment of MG,
Triumph, and Fiat. Good thing for
their survival they also had Jaguar
and Volvo!), I found out that less than
a year on the job didn’t count for
much when seeking to finance a car.
So I remained on the bus. I did get
the brochure though and the tear-out
Brooklands Green MGB page pinned to
my wall remained an inspiration.
The next spring my roommate
had business in the vicinity of the now
Volvo/Jaguar exclusive dealer where he
P hotos by K im T onry

M

ay 26 this year was the 25th
anniversary of the day I
bought my first MG, a 1979
Midget that has come to be known
as the “Growler”. It was also my 50th
birthday – at which point I’d owned an
MG for half of my life.
I had been conscious of MGs from
an early age. The earliest joke I can
remember was about two beatniks in
an MG. I caught on to what MGs were
right away, but it would be years before
I read Kerouac, got into jazz, and had
the least clue about beatniks.
My early working career was in a
camera store in Elyria, Ohio where I
started while I was a high school soph-

omore. We had a number of customers
whose cars I admired in the parking
lot, particularly those with British
sports cars. Especially notable were the
cars of the newspaper photography
staff at the Lorain Journal – two MGBs,
a Midget, and a Triumph TR6.
By my senior year my year-older
friend Dave Gundry had graduated
and moved to Youngstown. The first
time we got together that fall, meeting halfway in Cleveland, he drove his
newly acquired ’70 Midget. I identified
it on sight in the parking lot by the
“This car speeds up to run over small
animals” bumper sticker in the back.
You have to know Dave’s twisted sense
of humour… Eventually this became
the first MG I ever drove. Not particularly well. We were at a friend’s out in

the country the following summer
and after an evening of imbibing;
Dave was not in suitable shape
to drive. So I did. Despite having
had no prior manual gearbox
experience, we made it and I was
hooked.
As I approached graduation
and would soon need a car to go
off to school in Rochester, New
York, I began looking for a car. A
trip with my Dad to the local MG
dealer was less than satisfying.
Basically the alleged salesman
told my Dad “You don’t want to buy
one of those”. Thanks a lot buddy.
May have been what my Dad wanted
to hear, but not music to my ears. No,
I didn’t want a Datsun. Do have to
credit him for picking out who had the
purchasing power. Like that was hard.
A friend of my boss’ at the camera store had a 1968 MGB for sale for
$1200. My Dad and I went off to look
at the car. I saw nothing but an awesome convertible dream. Dad (who
had to actually perform the test drive
with me in the passenger seat since
he could drive stick) probably saw a
more realistic vision of a 6-year-old car
that would not be especially practical
where I was bound for college in the
upstate New York winter. So instead a
6-year-old Buick Special deferred my
MG dream. But it was not a dream
forgotten.
Five years later in September 1979,
the same weekend that I moved to
Chicago after graduating from college,
British Leyland made
the Black Monday announcement of the closing of Abingdon and
the end of the production of the MGBs and
Midgets I so desired. I
wasn’t in a position to
buy one, had no place
to keep one, and was
conveniently living in
a place well served by
busses and El trains
so I had no real need
for one for transportation. But there was that
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Twenty Five Years; One MG

Utah Sunset
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100k Mark
The drive home was only about 3
miles, but it was exhilarating. Pulling
up around the corner, I parked and
proceeded to that moment coveted by
every new convertible owner, I pulled
the manual out of the glovebox and
turned to the section on putting the
top down. I also shot a few quick photographs. Top now dropped, I took my
girlfriend home in the warm May evening, top down and huge grin pasted
on my face. Semis seemed to absolutely
tower over us on the trip down the
expressway to take my girlfriend home
to the south suburbs.
The next night involved a little
muscle work rearranging appliances in
the two-car garage that our landlord
let us utilize. My roommate Tony’s
Dodge Aspen had been in residence in
half already, the other half occupied
by spare appliances for the several
buildings the landlord owned; but with
a bit of rearranging, I had room for the
Midget. Plenty of room it seemed for
both, but I still have a dent in the front
fender that looks suspiciously like it
was administered at exactly the angle
of one of the Aspen’s doors.
Next came the realities of car ownership. How am I supposed to buy a
car, keep it in gas and oil, and insure it
too? A co-worker recommended an inexpensive source of car insurance she
used. A year later I read a crusading
newspaper report that the two insurerers I was signed up with were the most
complained about on record. Hard to
believe they could get away with that
with a name like Lincoln Towers in Illinois, but apparently they did.
The other aspect of trying to
keep MG ownership on the cheap was
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006
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noticed a Midget on offer on their used
car lot. He suggested that I could buy
it and then sell it to him when I moved
up to an MGB (he’s still waiting). A
trip out there after work just as they
were closing got a look at a rubber
bumper Midget in the front row that
looked to be in pretty nice shape. A
shouted conversation through the justlocked door yielded an out of range
price (I seem to remember $5200 or so
being asked) so I went home thinking
this whole thing was a non-starter. But
I kept thinking about that car…
So on Monday, I called the salesman I had dealt with trying to buy
the LE the previous fall. ‘Gino’ was the
only name on his business card. (No
last name. Was he part of some MG
Salesman protection program?) He
said he had returned from vacation
that morning and the car was new
to inventory so he would look into it
and call me back. And he did with a
considerably sharper price. We were off
and running.
So I learned about “Loan Value”.
After putting down a $100.00 deposit
down to start the process and then
another full $1000.00, I learned much
later that the doubled up deposit and
down-stroke just nudged me under
(like by $50) the book loan value on
the car. After a long Memorial Day
holiday weekend, I called the bank on
Tuesday morning and was elated to be
told I had been approved for a loan. So
that evening I left after work via the
El and a bus to the distant dealer and
became an MG owner.
I still had limited experience driving a manual gearbox, but getting
used to driving the Midget went very
easily. I successfully drove the car
out of the dealership and around the
corner onto a quieter residential street.
I pulled to the side and spent a few
minutes getting the feel of the clutch,
then took off like I had been driving a
four-speed for years. That was a huge
relief. Would have been rather embarrassing to have bought a car I couldn’t
drive.

P hotos by K im T onry

25 Years; One MG

25 and 50 B’ day.
service and maintenance. A whole new
world to me, I’d never heretofore been
very mechanical. So a week after buying the car, I went to the bookstore and
bought a Chilton’s MG Manual covering MGBs, MGCs, 1100s, and Midgets
from 1961 to 1980. I also acquired a
cheap socket wrench set that today
would come from China or Taiwan,
but is actually vintage junky Japanese.
They don’t make them like that anymore! To this day, I don’t know how I
managed some of those early repair
attempts with the combination of
mechanical ignorance and cheesy and
inadequate tools I had back then; and
parts that came mostly from the dealer
or Beck-Arnley (which luckily for me
was within walking distance from my
apartment).
That first season was a great time,
but inevitably fall came and brought
forebodings of the winter to come.
Since I basically started using the car
in June, my six-month insurance term
ran through November. So I canceled
the liability and saved the cost of the
half year, which was helpful incentive
to take the car off the road for the salt
season. I did exactly that before we
had our first snow and the Chicago
streets turned salt white (remember,
this is the era of Jane Byrne as the
Chicago mayor who was elected on the
basis of a snowstorm. If it got cloudy
out, the salt trucks were out heaping
on another layer). So my car’s first
winter set the pattern of always being
taken off the road for winter. I always
had the “Six month insurance term”
and the dilemma of “Do I activate the
insurance late in spring and be able to
drive later in the fall or do I go on the
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

road at first thaw and have to put it
away earlier”.
The first serious damage to the car
was that first fall when the passenger
side door window was broken out and
a camera stolen out from behind the
seat. I was lucky they didn’t slash the
convertible top. I made a substitute
window of cardboard covered with a
plastic bag with pieces of clear plastic
openings to see the door mirror and
out the side. That served for the rest of
the season.
Before storing the car, I sought
advice from advice from Tom Dangerfield, a longtime friend and sports car
buff I knew growing up in Ohio. On
Tom’s advice, I went off to Venture and
bought jackstands and a bottle jack.
The wheels and tires came off the car
and were stacked in the basement to
avoid flat spots. Oil was pumped into
the cylinders. That winter remains one
of the coldest on record winters for Chicago. I remember checking on the car
during one of the coldest stretches in
January and looking into the coolant
fill and seeing slushy coolant. Luckily
the car suffered no damage.
But spring brought a repeat thrill
almost as intense as buying the car
in the first place – the day I put the
tires back on, jacked it down, put the
battery back in, and fired it up for
the first time in five months. It was
an indescribable thrill to hear that
engine growl to life again. In fact, the
memory of that moment is where the
connection to the name of “Growler”
was formed.
Early that season I took a spring
trip to Ohio. I took a replacement
window and visited Tom Dangerfield
for his help to install the window and
go over various other minor bits of
upkeep. We had to get additional parts
from one of the remaining MG dealers
in the Cleveland area so we trekked
to M&G Motors in Lakewood where I
obtained various parts and a copy of
the Bentley factory service manual. I
took U.S. Route 6, a two-laner, all the
way home across Ohio and Indiana. I
was stunned the next day when I took
the car out and it popped a heater
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hose in the middle of Halsted Street in
Chicago. Luckily, it was only a block
from a parts store where I quickly
grabbed some replacement hose and
clamps. I was amazed at my luck that
this hadn’t happened the day before in
the middle of Indiana cornfields. No
cell phones back then. Today the cell
phone is the MG owner’s best friend.
Ironically, after the extreme cold
of the previous winter, I then suffered
the “Summer of Overheating”. I started
seeing it run hot and kept trying various fixes – radiator flush, thermostat,
water pump, fan clutch – with no appreciable results. The next move was to
have the radiator rodded out and see
if that helped; but I ran out of time to
get it done before my roommate and
I set out in my longest MG trip to that
point: the East Coast –
New York, Boston, What the heck,
it was late September already, it won’t
be that hot out so we should be OK….
Wrong! It was a god-awful, long, hot,
SLOW trip across Indiana. If I stayed
below 40mph, we stayed in the safe
zone. Anything above sent the needle
into the red. When we (eventually) got
to Ohio and stayed with my parents
for a day, I pulled the radiator and
took it to a radiator shop. Finally, problem found – a 2 1/2-year-old radiator

already silted up. Continuing on the
trip was a huge contrast as we enjoyed
a glorious trip across Pennsylvania on
I-80 at full and normal speed flowing
with traffic rather than functioning as
a rolling speed bump. It turned into a
great road trip and a great time. I’m
still amazed at how two guys could
live out of the trunk of a Midget on a
two-week trip.
The following year I made an even
longer solo trip to the West Coast. That
trip started out with a 21-hour driving
marathon on the road first day from
Chicago to Denver. Two weeks later,
the last day was an even longer 22hour run from Amarillo, Texas to Chicago. It’s truly amazing how comfortable this car is once ensconced within
even if it’s a bit of labor to get there
(even more so at 50 than 25!). But it’s
comfy. At first thought, I am eager to
say I would never attempt these kinds
of marathon drives at 50 that I so willingly did at 27; then again there have
been all those endurance rallies over
the last several years…
The next few years were a blur of
fun and experiences with this car. Like
getting out of a parking ticket because
it was made out to a Triumph. Entering
my first autocross and coming in dead
last for the whole meet and not caring
a bit due to the fun I had. Then there
was juggling storage for the winter in

MG 2004 Parsippany, NJ
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First Motorcross
various garages in various states.
Sadly, there were a few years
where the car stayed in storage. First
came a stretch where I was working
a part-time job and maintaining a
freelance photography business, so
money was tight. As I moved on to a
full-time job again, I had the opposite
problem –
I had the money to insure and
maintain it; I just didn’t have the time
or a garage space at my city apartment to safely house the car. So it
stayed stashed.
I finally got back to the point I
could re-activate the car from the garage in which it was stashed in Ohio,
but it was inert due to the Lucas CEI ignition black box dying (a $200+ black
box!). Tom put in an Allison ignition
ordered from Victoria British for half
of that, which was my introduction to
British Car Parts Mail Order suppliers
So once again it was an adventure. I went to the Secretary of State’s
office and got new plates and flew to
Ohio. The road trip back was fabulous
taking US Route 6 across Ohio and Indiana on the night of July Fourth and
admiring the fireworks bursting forth
in all directions across the horizon.
What a great and patriotic view from
a small open car!
There was a period of on-the-road/
off-the-road vacillation, but it was
those pesky emissions requirements
put the car back on the road again for
good. I received the test notice during
an off-road spell and my reply that the
car was off the road was ignored. The
demand that the car be brought in or
my driver’s license would be suspended
got the car out again. I went through
a series of three attempts, and then
a waiver was issued; but it passed
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

the next year after tightening the air
pump belt. Go figure.
And with the car back on the road
again, I finally followed up on those
ads I remembered in the back of Road
& Track about an MG club. The ads
weren’t there any longer, but I found a
number in the phone book, called it,
and got an answering machine. Eventually I got a magazine. I was thrilled
to see all this contemporary material
on my beloved MGs. It had an ad for
a weekend meet in western Illinois the
following month. It sounded cool so
we signed up and made reservations
at the host hotel. A discussion with
my significant other as to the need for
formal attire for the poolside cocktail
party on Friday lead to Diane calling the organizer – and finding out
about the group caravan out on Friday
afternoon, so we made our way to the
gathering point that Friday afternoon.
We got to the designated intersection of US 34 and a state route.
A bunch of stores, strip centers, gas
stations, etc. No MGs. Were we late?
We decided to gas up and head out 34
towards our destination and hope we
caught up. As we were gassing up, I
saw a yellow Midget go by. Cool! So we
headed out. Barely down the road, we
spotted the gathered caravanners in a
restaurant parking lot along the road
and we pulled in – fifteen or so MGs
all in one place. I was in heaven! It
was just a thrill to head west on Rt. 34
and see a string of MGs stretched out
on the road before me and more in my
rearview mirror.
That weekend we enjoyed our first
MG car show. There was an even more
gorgeous ’79 there. We didn’t win, but
didn’t care. The real find of the event
for us was finding out about and joining the host Chicagoland MGB Club.
Even better, Gene Cooper introduced
us to NAMGBR which I joined the following week.
The MGB Driver was truly inspiring. I reveled in a deluge of MG information. My sparse shelf of a couple
closeout table MG books gleaned
from bookstores expanded with more
detailed and accurate MG tomes. I
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discovered sources for MG stuff like
Britbooks and Triple-C. Shortly after
joining the Chicago club, the newsletter editor announced his desire to
retire, so I offered my services.
Russ Cassolari got up at a Chicagoland MG club meeting and talked
about the cool chats and interchanges
going on the Internet via Team.net.
And I had just bought a computer for
home to facilitate production of the
Chicagoland Club newsletter. Way cool
– intro to online MGing!
By this time, Diane and I were
about to get married and among our
friends in the Chicagoland MGB Club
were Dino and Lisa Perez. They were
kind enough to participate as the
official wedding transport with their
legendary MGB limo. What could be
better than that?
By fall 1999, the car was just approaching 100,000 miles and showing
signs of being a little tired. So over
the next three years, the engine and
gearbox and the front suspension
were rebuild. I worked out an arrangement with Tom Josefek of British Motor

Classics where I did the engine disassembly and re-assembly work under
his tutelage and watchful, experienced
eye. Dennis Trowbridge, a fellow Chicagoland MG club member, offered up
the same kind of teaching on the front
suspension rebuild.
On August 20, 2000, in Sheffield,
Illinois on way home from the Abingdon Summer Party, I saw 100.000
miles rolled up on the odometer. 100K
is great, but it will be even more fun
to see it at 100,000 that I’ve put on myself. I’m at 92,000 now so it’s not too
far away.
Little did I know how this acquisition would become a way of life.
Somewhere along the way the car
changed from a mode of transit to an
avocation. When I bought my Midget,
it represented the freedom and independence of the road and a way to go
where the CTA did not.
It’s been east to New York and
Boston; west to San Francisco and Los
Angeles; south to New Orleans; and
north to the Twin Cities.
And that history is still playing
out rolling on down the road…

Madison, Wisc. 2005
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Book Review

Veloce Publishing
ISBN 1-84584-057-7 / ISBN 13: 978-184584-057-0
www.veloce.co.uk

W

here has this book been all
my MG owning life?
I have always struggled
whenever I have had to deal with
electrical problems on my B. No matter how many times I have successfully
resolved an electrical issue, I can’t
seem to stop myself from having a
near panic attack each time I have to
address a new one. Never again! Well,
at least not as long as I have this book
handy…
Rick Astley is an electrical expert.
He holds a degree in electrical engineering and works as an Automotive
Applications Manager for a firm that
does work for one of the “Big 3” manufacturers. This has given him a lot of
insight into how automotive electrical
systems are designed. He has dual UKCanadian citizenship and lives in the
US (how’s that for getting around?).
He also lives and breathes MG
– to quote Rick: “He lives with his wife
Anne, a 1970 MGB, and a 1970 MGB/
GT V8 conversion, all of whom were
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

raised in Abingdon, England.”
The book is broken down by system with each section of that system
explained. There are chapters on
lights, ignition, starting, instrumentation, etc. Each chapter comes with a
full-color wiring diagram of the particular system being discussed as well
as detailed photos of the components.
One of my favorites is the section
on alternators. Each alternator has
close up pictures of the back where
the wiring connects as well as instructions on which wire goes where. Do
you know how much time that would
have saved me when I replaced the old
Bosch unit I had with a rebuilt Lucas? I
don’t know how many B’s I had to look
at to find one with the same Lucas unit
to be able to tell which wires went to
which spade. Two minutes with this
book would have saved me all that
trouble and frustration. Plus there are
great photos and descriptions of the
internal workings of the alternators to
help with your understanding.
The author doesn’t stop there.
He covers basic electrical theory, the
tools you need (and how to use them!),
popular upgrades, common fault diagnosing along with step-by-step instructions for rectification on each system
– and (!!) emergency repairs that can
be done to get you home! The detail is
so great and clearly written, that anyone should be able to work through
most of their electrical problems and
finally let those tired old Lucas jokes
be put to rest.
I have to say that “MGB Electrical
Systems” by Rick Astley is one of the
best technical manuals on the MGB
I’ve read since Roger Williams’ “Your
Expert Guide to MGB & MGB GT Problems and How to Fix Them.” If you
have a holiday wish-list to fill out, I
would make sure that Rick’s new book
is at the top of it.
To purchase a copy, contact Veloce
Publishing at www.veloce.co.uk or
their American distributor Motorbooks
International at www.motorbooks.com
or call them at (800) 458-0454.
		
– Robert Rushing
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Strange Tales
Chapter 3
By Bob & Marie Sherman
Canadian Classic
and Willamette MG Clubs

D

on’t we all turn around and
admire our MGBs when we park
them? It’s a good habit to develop with any car. Occasionally we’ve
found that the headlights were left on
and we were able to prevent a dead
battery situation by timely action.
One time, this “turn-around
glance” revealed what appeared to be
a large oil slick under the car. Investigation revealed that indeed it was an
oil slick and the engine bay was quite
soaked. Upon starting the motor, it was
obvious that “pinhole leak” had developed in the braided steel hose connecting the engine block to the rigid line
going to the oil pressure gauge.
Fortunately, we were at a place
where we could do a bit of disassembly and secure a ride to a nearby auto
parts store. There we purchased a
small brass plug with 1/4” pipe thread.
Once installed, the problem was temporarily fixed. Of course, we had no
oil pressure gauge but who cares? Oil

was added and the car was running.
The braided hose was ordered “next
day air,” arrived on schedule, and was
fitted in short order.
The first lesson from this Strange
Tale is to replace this braided hose
when you have the engine out for an
overhaul. If you don’t anticipate this,
and don’t know how old this hose is (or
how many times it has been twisted
and kinked), just go ahead and replace
it. The current list price is about twenty
dollars. Having done that, heed the
second lesson that follows. The second
lesson is to purchase a brass plug with
1/4” pipe thread. This item is very inexpensive and takes virtually no room
in your emergency toolbox. Of course,
you should also have three or four
quarts of oil stashed in the MG. This
may not apply to MG models other
than the B. If you have another model,
please look it over and see if this will
work for you.
This, like all Strange Tales, is a
real-life experience that actually happened. Like all Strange Tales, it details
an unusual situation that gives you
the knowledge to take steps that will
perhaps one day save time, money,
and inconvenience.

Carl Finne

Arthur Walka

Chapter 4

I

n our work on our MGB/GT, we
needed to remove the after market
Motolita steering wheel that we had
installed last year. Of course, having
undone the center nut, it wouldn’t
budge. We’ve learned over the years
that “a hammer too soon applied will
create bigger problems than the one
the hammer is trying to solve.” So the
research began.
First, this steering wheel, like
many other after market wheels, had
no threaded holes to enable one to use
a typical steering wheel puller.
Professional Restorer #1 suggested
trying the “dead blow”-type mallet
to the steering wheel from the back
side. This type allows force without
damaging the object the force is applied to – unless one goes overboard. It
wouldn’t budge.
Professional Mechanic #2 suggested leaving the nut on, but backed
off to be flush with the steering shaft.
Then, place the peen of a hammer
on the shaft and strike the head with
a heavier hammer. This should pop
the wheel loose. He cautioned us to
be careful since the later model MGBs
had a collapsible steering column that
could be damaged by this technique
and no new replacement columns are
available. This did not work. We didn’t

Carl Finne, a great MG
enthusiast, who left us
too soon. Shortly after
MG 2004, Parsippany,
NJ he passed on. He is
fondly remembered by
his great friend Aurthur
“Micky” Walka who
showed up at MG 2006
to race the valve cover
racer that Carl made.
Remembering your
friends, they ride on in
our memories, of great
times past.
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want to overdo it.
We then reasoned that if we could
find a puller that could grasp behind
the steering wheel, while pressing on
the column shaft (please loosen and
leave the nut on, flush with the end of
steering shaft), we could accomplish
our task. We borrowed a puller from
Stan at British Auto Works in North
Plains, pledging our lives that we
would return it within the hour. We fitted the puller and protected the wheel
with a bit of electrical tape. Success! It
popped right off.
For reference, this puller is a
Craftsman #946905 Two Arm 5-ton
Gear Puller Set. Sears used to sell them
in a neat little storage pouch but now
they are supplied in a useless plastic
blister pack that is rubbish. But the
tool is sound. Cost is around $30.00.
We bought our own for our toolbox. If
your club has a “Club Toolbox,” perhaps this would be a worthy addition?
Like all Strange Tales, this tale
covers a situation that has actually
occurred and for which you won’t find
an answer in the manuals. It may save
you frustration and a steering column.
If you encounter this problem, we hope
that the information provided is useful.

MG 2006
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006
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Glare Reducing Sun Visor

By Bob Muenchausen
Idaho British Car Club

M

any of us who
own MGB/GTs
and drive them
often, have lived for
years with the fact that
the factory sun visors are
set in a fixed position
and cannot be swung
around to block the sun
from the side. When the sun is low
and beaming in our eyes, there has
not been much we could do except to
squint and maybe hold up a hand or
tape a piece of cardboard to the window glass to make driving safer.
I have toyed with several concepts
over the years about how to correct
this situation; but until recently, most
ideas I have had or heard of have
remained just pipe dreams. However,
while wandering the aisles of my local
chain parts retailer, I happened upon
an accessory tinted acrylic visor meant
to be fastened to the type of OE sun
visor on most current production vehicles. This particular unit is marketed
by Axius under their Auto Expressions line, and called a “Visor Glare
Reducer” (see Photo 1 for a composite
of their packaging showing how it was
intended to be used and Photo 2 of the
unit itself).
What struck me immediately,
while sizing up this accessory, was the
design of the clips that were meant to
fit over the edge of a visor to help anchor it to the visor. They are J-shaped
plastic clips through which this unit’s
pivot rod runs. The size of the open
part of the “J” looked like it might be
just the right dimension to slip over the
top of the head rails on the sides of the
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GT cockpit just above the door, anchoring the unit to the rail on that side of
the clip. Holding the lower part of the
plastic clip to the head rail could be
accomplished by using just one screw
for each of the two clips, allowing the
driver to swing this visor down for side
sun, and also allowing for the visor
into forward vision when total blocking of the sun was perhaps not the best
thing for forward visibility.
I bought one of these glare reducers and took it home to see if it would
work out. Although it took a bit of
reshaping of the J-shaped clip to get it
to fit over the head rail, it did indeed fit
up just fine as anticipated and when I
finished its relatively simple installation I was very pleased with its ability
to do what I had always hoped for.
It may not be the most sophisticated
design for this purpose, but for keeping
the low sun out of my eyes, it works
just fine. I hope it works as well for
you.
Installation proceeded as follows:
1) I removed the unit from its
packaging and cut off the webbing
straps intended to wrap around an OE
sun visor.
2

3

4

5

rail but the entire unit moved rearwards towards the center of the header
rail.
4) The forward clip was then
placed over the header rail at its center
point so as to take advantage of the
greater ease of slipping it between the
headliner and the head rail. (See Photo
4 for steps 2 & 3)

2) I then removed about 1/8”
to 3/32” from the short end of the “Jhook” of the plastic mounting clips,
and then sanded the edges smooth.
(See Photo 3) I used my Dremel MotoTool with a coarse sanding drum tool
to remove the excess plastic, and then
hand sanded with #220 grit for final
smoothing.
3) The side pivot (to swing the
mounted glare reducer into forward
vision) was positioned so that it was toward the windshield end of the header
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006
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Installation Instructions

Glare Reducing Sun Visor

7

5) The whole unit was then slid
forward so as to align the rear clip to
the same spot as the first to also push
it over and between the rail and headliner. (See Photo 5)
6) Once the two clips were over
the rail, the whole unit was slid into
its final position so as to give the most
effective positioning for both side and
frontal glare control AND to also avoid
conflicts with the fixed position factory
visor. (See Photo 6)
7) Finally, a black self-drilling
washer head screw was run through
the slot formerly occupied by the webbing to keep the clips from rotating
when the unit is rotated upward, and
to anchor the unit in position. (See
Photo # 7)

MG Midgets make a good showing
at Moss Motors Fall Fest 2006
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006
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MG 2007 - Things to Do
photo  — B ob W all

photo  — D ave M c Cann

Roads wind down to the beautiful blue
Pacific coast, a great escursion.

Historic Ft. Point under the Golden Gate
Bridge with a post card view of the San
Francisco Bay.

B

42

MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

43

photo  — N an c y S hane

y now you’ve read about the
major activities planned for
MG 2007. There’s the tour to
Mendocino, the New England-like
village on the rugged California
coast, and the setting for countless
movies and TV shows. There’s the
drive to Occidental, a town that
dates back to before the Gold Rush,
for a rustic Italian dinner. There’s
the car show, where you can show
off your car and marvel at the cars
and the efforts of your fellow MG
Winding their way through spectacular
owners. But what do you do if you
Redwood Forests in California Wine Country
want some time on your own? You’re makes a memorable journey.
in luck – since you have an MG, you
can go for a drive.
MG 2007 will be located in the
California Wine Country, which
has roads to match its scenery,
including the world-famous California Highway 1. In addition, you’re
close to the redwoods, the Pacific
coast, and the San Francisco Bay
Area. Tours are being designed for
several destinations. You can pick
a tour to take you to wineries, the
forests, secluded beaches, isolated
lighthouses, the San Francisco hills,
the Marin Headlands, the Golden
Gate National Recreation area, and
The Jimtown Store is an amalgam of items for
other locations. Many tours are
sale that strikes a feel of another time making
self-guided, so that you can go at
it a favorite must see stop and shop.
your own pace and stop where and
when you wish. Other tours will be

photo — D ave M c Cann

Mike Jacobsen
MG Owners Club
of Northern California

P hoto — J oel J ohnston

P hoto — D ave M c Cann

MG 2007 Update

If you cruising through wine country
make sure you pull your MG over
and go for a small taste of the local
“agricultural” product.

With a variety of terrain you’ll encounter,
there are few things that are more spectacular than the dense Redwood Forests!

led by local club members, so you can
be sure to see all the sights without
having to worry much about navigating along the unfamiliar roads.
You can also combine tours
together to make an itinerary that
matches your interests. Want to see
old-growth redwoods and an old
lighthouse? Cruise to Muir Woods and
visit Redwood Canyon, and then follow
that up with a trip down to the Marin
Headlands and the Point Bonita light,
or up the coast to the remote Point
Reyes light.
Would you rather go shopping
than sightseeing? You can go into San
Francisco and visit the famous Union
Square shops, but many of the small
towns have vibrant downtown areas
as well. Some examples are Petaluma,
known for its antique district in its old
downtown area; and the St. Helena/
Calistoga area, with their geysers,
shops, and wineries.

Interested in history? Russia,
Spain, England, and Mexico all
claimed parts of the area at different
times, and some of their buildings and
forts still remain. You can step into a
Russian Orthodox Chapel at Fort Ross;
visit the California missions in Sonoma, San Rafael, or San Francisco; or
see the site of a Chinese fishing village
in San Rafael.
For more recent history, you
can go to Glen Ellen in the Valley of
the Moon and see the ruins of Jack
London’s home, Wolf House; or hop
over to Luther Burbank’s home in
Santa Rosa, and see the gardens where
he developed many of the flowers,
fruits, and vegetables that made him
famous. There’s even a petrified forest
of redwood trees just outside of Santa
Rosa.
A little bit of everything is available to you when you come to MG
2007!

Sierra Nevada
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Technical Talk
John,
My 1967 MGB has been converted to
electronic ignition. A friend and I recently
re-timed the engine which brought about
a discussion concerning whether or not the
vacuum advance operates with the modern
ignition system. Your clarification of the
question would be appreciated.
Thanks—Bob Kerstetter
Bob!
There are two components of timing: mechanical advance and vacuum
advance. There are several methods
of switching – mechanical (points) and
electronic (optical or magnetic). The
mechanical advance is strictly rpm
related; the vacuum is load related.
If you have the original 40897 distributor, you should time your engine at
32-degrees BTDC at 4500 rpm, vacuum
disconnected. Reconnect the vac advance to the rear carb before carb tuning. This timing should also show as
about 8-degrees BTDC static and about
20-degrees BTDC at idle.
Hello John!
Enjoy reading your tech tips in the
MGB Driver. Just a question: Why do you
not like platinum plugs?
Best regards—John Morris
John!
I’ve never received as many letters
as I did about my choice of plugs. It is
my experience that the platinum plugs
foul more quickly in our engines. If you
experience is different, stay with what
you have!
John,
I have a question I hope you can
answer (or direct my attention to your
website). The 1980 MGB I bought had the
Stromberg carb replaced with a Weber
downdraft.  It seems that my fuel consumption is high and my exhaust is a bit gassy
smelling. I get about 14 MPG. Isn’t that a
bit low? Can you suggest if it is low what I
might do?
Thanks in advance—Eric Connell
Eric!
Most carb problems are really
ignition problems. Try this: Time your
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
MGB at 32 BTDC at about 4500 rpm,
vacuum disconnected. Then, ensure
that the vacuum is attached to the
MANIFOLD vacuum port (highest on
deceleration and idle).
Do you have the 32/36 progressive,
the 32/36, or the way too large 36/36?
John,
Thanks for providing the service that
you do to help us all with our cars. Your
section in the NAMGBR’s “MGB Driver” is
always my first read. I did not want to call
you because I really don’t have a problem
with my car. However, I want to make
sure I don’t have problems related to my
just removing the air pump and ancillary
plumbing from my 74 B/GT.
I recently cleaned the HIF4 carbs and
replaced the floats and needle and seats because I had flooding issues after changing
the fuel filter and allowing some crud from
the old rubber fuel lines to contaminate the
float system. I cursed the HIF’s because I
had to remove them but now think they’re
a pretty smart carburetor. The fuel lines are
all new, as are all the intake gaskets, shaft
seals etc. There are no vacuum or air leaks.
I’m careful to do one change at a time
to prevent muddling things up.
The car is a very clean no-winters car
that had two mature owners before me and
was very well maintained by professional
mechanics. I’m the first owner to work on
it, but I have a long background in auto
mechanics.
After making sure the carbs were
working properly and carefully adjusted,
I set out last weekend to remove the air
pump and such. I plugged the air rail holes,
plugged the small line that went to the gulp
valve (3/16-1/4”) and plugged the angled
5/8” T for the gulp valve in the middle of
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

the intake manifold. I left the small hose
that runs to the other side by the canister to
(the anti-run-on valve?) I think that’s what
it is with the two wires on top sitting right
in front of the canister.
The car runs great! No flat spots, pulls
at all rpm ranges much better than a car
with 125K on it should (The head has 20K).
I’m sure when I freshen-up the motor next
year or the following, I’ll have a bit more
power but it runs fine. I have 2-1/2” K&N’s
with APT CNC stub stacks and a stock-size
Falcon stainless steel exhaust. I’m running
what I think are original size needles in unworn jets. I don’t feel the need to go up to
the next needle size but I’m not sure about
that. I don’t know if I’m missing any additional power due to carb leaning. It feels
OK and I have a very smooth idle.
What I’m really not sure about and
why I’m emailing you is – did I do a
complete and accurate de-smogging on
this car? Like I said, I still have the vacuum
hose from the manifold to the run-on valve.
(The vacuum advance line is of course
still functioning as well, and the car has
a Crane electronic ignition.) Also, would
it be wise to plug off the carb vacuums for
the side crankcase vent and run the vent
instead to the 5/8” L fitting on the manifold? Should there be a PCV valve somewhere in the system? What if I switch to an
aluminum valve cover – should it be vented
or not? I see that Victoria British has these
that vent but all others use a venting cap.
My car still has the stock steel cover with
the rear vent connected to the canister.
I look forward to receiving your insight
and suggestions about my particular set-up
on my MGB.
Dan Kretzer-”I’m in love with an
automobile and I know she’s in love with
me”-NRBQ
Dan!
I read through your e-mail and
am pretty sure you’ve done it correctly.
We use 7/16-20 socket set screws in the
cylinder head so that it looks attractive.
We use a 1/4 NPT socket screw in the
intake manifold to look good and to ensure there are no leaks. We remove the
gulp valve and replace the fitting with
both copper washers. BUT we leave
everything else the same!
Check your timing at 32 BTDC at
4500 rpm vacuum disconnected. If you
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

want to change needles, use the ABD
needles – I’ve found them the best.
If you want to aluminium valve
cover, use a 1/4” pipe nipple for ventilation, but RESTRICT the opening to 5/64
(look at your existing valve cover).
John,
I have a 1979 MG Midget with regular
rims, not wire. The original size tires are
not available. What size will fit? What, if
any, brands do you recommend. THANKS!
—Rob Verner
Rob!
The original size was 145 x 13. I
would find the very smallest tires you
can, as oversize tires will work the suspension too greatly.
John,
I have a 1967 MGB roadster that has
been “restored” (not by me). When the
heat
is on, the heater doesn’t seem to be putting
out hot air (just barely warm). It’s not as
hot as it was 2 years ago. The heater valve
cable opens and closes - as far as I can see.
Do you think the heater core needs to be
replaced? The engine temp is 180 - mater
of fact last year I put the heater on to help
keep the car from getting too hot. It was
nearly running at 200.
I read your tech talk in the MGB Driver,
what a good series!
Thanks—Tom Legg
Tom!
The heater matrix is most likely
OK. It’s probably the flow of hot water
that is impeded. Remove the heater
control valve from the head and the
heater control valve hose from the
bottom of the heater matrix. Use your
garden hose and FLUSH the heater matrix by blowing the water into the head,
and later, into the heater. Clear out or
replace the heater control valve. That
should do it!
John,
I have a 1977 MGB with 23,000original miles. I need to replace the wiper
blades. How do you remove the inserts or
blades?
Also, I have a noise coming from the
water pump or pulley, the pulley has a wee
bit of play, any suggestions?
Thanks—Jim

47

Tech Talk
Jim!

There is usually a tab, which, when
pressed away from the arm, allows the
blade to slide off the end of the arm.
Yours may have 20 years of corrosion
(even if you cannot see it) making it
difficult to break the blades free from
the blades.
The water pump always has a
very slight amount of freeplay, BUT, it
should not sound as if it has gravel in it!
Loosen the fan belt and run the engine
without that belt in place. Does it make
the same noise? If so, it’s not the pump.
If it doesn’t then you know it’s the water
pump or the alternator.
Hi John!
I have encountered a shifting issue
with my 1973 MGB. When I shift between
2nd and 3rd, I feel a little gear rub on
the way up to 3rd. I’m fearful of causing damage to the car, so I’m not driving it right now. What can you suggest?
Thanks!—Thom Kohl
Thom!
If you can engage reverse without
grinding, then we know that the clutch
hydraulics are OK. If the gear change
is clicky or grinds, especially changing down from 4th to 3rd, then we
know that the third speed baulk ring
has failed. Continuing to drive with a
faulty synchro won’t cost you any more
than fixing the problem now and fixing it is only about $2000. So, for that,
you can shift carefully! If the clutch
hydraulics are faulty, well, that’s a different problem and you should fix that
immediately.
Hello John,
This is kind of a stupid question, but
my Dad says you have to drop the rear-end
to change the u-joints on his 74 Midget.
The engine is getting pulled to replace the
clutch so seems like this would be a good
time to pull the drive shaft and have them
done. Who wins the bet?
Thanks—Leon J. Malin
Leon!
It is NOT necessary to remove the
diff. All you have to do is disconnect
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the four 5/16-24 x 1 1/4” bolts from the
drive shaft flange, and then, jiggle the
drive shaft out of the tunnel. I believe
I usually move it out on the LH side.
Reinstallation is a much more difficult matter, unless your Midget is late
enough to have the little access panel
at the rear of the gearbox.
John,
Thanks again for supporting the
hobby. I have 1973 MGB/GT (Black Tulip)
that I took out of storage yesterday. It always goes into storage with a full tank and
plenty of Stabil. It started up fine and I let
it run for 20 minutes before I took it out
on the road. As I pulled on the highway, I
noticed that under medium or hard throttle,
it would bog down, but under light throttle
it was OK. About three miles into my ride,
it died and would not restart. I called a
tow truck and waited. 30 minutes later, it
started but only ran about 100 feet before
dying again. Had it towed back home
(northern Michigan). I’ve had the car for 3
or 4 years. I replaced the fuel filter when I
bought it. The fuel pump “looks” reasonably new, recognizing that doesn’t mean
much. Am I on the right track?
		
Thanks—John
John!
First, don’t let the car warm up like
that again. Simply start it and drive it
– just like a real car.
My guess is that the carbs are
overflowing. Disconnect the line that
runs from the front of the front carb,
through a steel line, to the back of the
back carb, and then to the charcoal
adsorption canister. Disconnect the
line at each carb. Turn on the key.
Does fuel pour from either air vent
on the carb? Next, disconnect the fuel
line from the carb. Place it into a can
or bottle. Turn on the key. The pump
should deliver one pint per minute.
John,
First, I purchased a new fuel filter, but
it didn’t come with any instructions on how
to properly install it. On the one end there
is a word “IN” and no arrows, just the word
“IN”. Now does that mean that end gets
connected to the fuel line that goes to the
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

gas tank or the line going to the carburetor?
Second, after I installed the new fuel filter, I
also installed a new battery. When I started
it up, it was idling pretty rough for a few
minutes then stalled out. I took the cover
off my single carburetor and sprayed some
cleaner in the chamber, mounted the cover
back on it and it hasn’t started back up
since. It wants to, but it won’t stay running.
It sounds like it is being choked. What is
wrong?
		
Thanks—Gino Camelli
Gino!
The fuel filter should be connected
so that the gasoline comes up the pipe,
“IN” the filter, and “OUT” to the carb.
The rotational alignment of the
piston and the rubber diaphragm is
critical. Take the top of the carb back
off, look at the edge of the diaphragm
– you’ll see a little nub that goes at the
9:00 position (as you’re facing the carb).
Change the plugs (use Champion
RN9YC - #415) and it’ll start right back
up. It’s NEVER a good idea to leave the
car idling for any length of time.
Dr. Twist,
I’ve been the proud owner of a 75B
for 23 years, recently bringing it back to
life after years of sitting. Now I wish to
lower the suspension all around because it
sits very high, and I’ve been told that it is
one of the best things I can do to improve
the feel of the car. I still have the original
front springs, but installed new seven-leaf
springs on the back (as original). I’ve
been told I can use lowering blocks in the
back and maybe remove a leaf from each
spring (which one to remove I wouldn’t
know); for the front I could get chrome
bumper springs, or the special lowering
springs from a catalogue. My ride height
now is (from middle of wheel to bottom
of chrome strip)
LF: 15 1/2”		
RF   15 3/4”
LR: 14 3/8”		
RR   14 5/8”
Thanks for your knowledge—John White
John!
Follow me through on this: The
front suspension was designed to work
with a certain castor, camber, and
toe-in. As the coil springs collapse,
the camber goes negative. If you put
shortened coil springs on the front of
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the car, the camber will be negative.
Plus, the front suspension will not have
the travel it should (full bump and
rebound).
As you might surmise, I’m no fan
of “lowering”. If you want a lower MGB,
buy a chrome bumper model.
If you want your MGB to handle
well, the MOST important addition is
an anti-sway bar to the front end. A
similar bar at the rear will help, too,
but no where as dramatically as in the
front. Don’t believe all that stuff you
read on the web. Lowering is not a
good idea. A strong, front anti-sway
bar is your ticket to fun driving. Plus,
it’s a lot less difficult!
This isn’t what you wanted to hear,
I know, but consider it!
Dear John,
My wife has a 79 MGB and as such I
have now become her personal mechanic.
I really don’t mind because it is actually
therapy for me. I have noticed that the
headlights fluctuate in brightness while the
car is idling. The alternator belt is snug and
the car idles
reasonably smooth. Any help you could
provide would be greatly appreciated.
Regards—Anthony Movsesian
Anthony!
This situation is almost always
caused by a problem with the voltage
regulator in the alternator. You could
buy another alternator (or change the
regulator in the alternator) but first:
Clean the battery clamps – don’t
just look at them and call them clean.
Ensure that the battery is full – top
it off with distilled water if necessary.
Ensure the earth strap is tight to
the frame in the battery box.
Remove all the BROWN wires from
the starter solenoid, tighten the inner
nut on the solenoid stud, clean all the
wires, ensure their integrity (broken
strands?), then refit.
If the problem still persists, then go
for the regulator!
John,
My MGB was running before I turned
it off. A little later I turned the key, it tried
to start. I turned the key again and noth-
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ing happened. I have checked the battery,
cleaned the battery connections, and
checked the fuses. All my accessories work
– lights, wipers, headlights. I tested the
ignition switch to the starter solenoid and
had current. I replaced the relay thinking
that is the problem. No luck. I replaced
the solenoid and starter last night – still
no luck. Could it have anything to do with
the safety belt connection in the driver’s
seat or the electrical connection to the
alternator? I am stumped and frustrated
in Ohio!
Sincerely—Bill
Bill!
There are two tests you can try.
First, place your hand on the starter
relay; have your associate turn the key
to “start”. You should feel the relay
click. If it does, then the key switch
and the seat belt interlock are working OK. If it doesn’t, then the interlock
would be the culprit. Yet, I’m confused
because you already told me that you
had current from the key switch to the
starter solenoid.
Second, pull the WHITE/BROWN
wire from the relay. Make sure your
car is in neutral then touch this wire
to the bottom fuse. The starter motor
may operate (then you know the wire
and starter/solenoid are OK). The wire
may spark and nothing occurs – faulty
starter. The wire may not spark and
nothing occurs – WHITE/BROWN
disconnected or incorrectly connected
at the starter motor.
Hi John,
I’ve had you bookmarked for some
time but never thought I’d be mailing you.
This past weekend my Midget crapped
out in Ann Arbor and I live in Ohio 150
miles away. The mechanic (Larry at Illi’s
Auto Service in Ann Arbor) called me today
and told me the engine’s seized and I’m
looking at 2-3K for repair. That’s what the
car’s worth, but I’ve been thinking perhaps
an engine swap may be cheaper. I’ve been
terribly depressed all afternoon thinking
about what I’m going to do. Can you offer
me any suggestions?
Thanks—Mike Taylor, Van Wert, OH
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Mike!
It’s so very unusual to have an engine
seize up during operation unless it’s
lacking coolant or oil. We have no rebuilt engines. Any “used” engine you
purchase will be a pig in a poke. Any
Midget 1500 engine or Spitfire 1500
engine will work. Two to three thousand for a rebuild is a low price.
Hello John,
After having a look at the engine in
my 1966 B, it looks like it will wait to be
gone through – sat too long. Will try a
“good” rebuilt engine I bought in 2001
(will check it out first).
What is the best source for engine
parts (as in, where do you get them?) for a
“civilian” in far Northern New York State,
or a shop that works on automobiles without regard to the car’s ethnic background
or country of origin? I have also read that
even the pistons sold by Moss Motors (as
opposed to Sir Stirling Moss – never know
what he’ll be up to, after watching him
for 52 years!) are 2nd rate substitutes, as
the real thing is no longer available. If I
were to guess, I’d try to find something the
right size by Weisco (sp?) - used during my
karting days and in MANY oval track cars,
among other applications. Hope it was a
GREAT weekend and is a GOOD week.
Thanks, —Bill Rose
Bill!
All the original manufacturers
are gone (or combined into a division
of Delphi). There is another manufacturer which supplies most of the British
engine parts now – County. These
parts are sourced worldwide. Some
may still come from England, some
come from India. Not all the parts are
the same high quality as the factory
original parts. Check EACH part carefully before fitting.
By the way, we purchase nearly all
of our parts from Moss.  
John,
I have a 1977 MGB. It has been
detoxed except for the EGR valve. The hose
from the vac advance on the distributor
runs into a tee in the vac hose from the
EGR valve to the Stromberg carb. Is this
correct? Thanks—Don
MGB DRIVER–November/December 2006

Don!
The original distributor on the
1977 MGB used manifold vacuum
– and to the manifold it should be connected. The EGR valve, on the other
hand, opens at high speed, so it should
be connected to that top, rear port on
the Stromberg.
Time the car at 32 BTDC at about
4500 rpm, vacuum disconnected.
Hi John and cheers from Canada!
I don’t have a local MG specialist close to
me and hope you can answer a question.
On my 74 1/2 MGB the crankcase breather
pipe that normally goes to the carbs (HIF)
has been disconnected and vented to the
air, presumably to keep oil, etc, out of the
carbs. However the breather pipe that
connects the carbs is now open to the
air and is sucking air (i.e. - the crankcase
hose has simply been disconnected from
the Y fitting). The car seems to be running
OK. Should the open connection connecting the carbs be closed up? I could simply
reconnect the crankcase hose, but could oil
be a problem? Or could I leave the crankcase hose as it is and block the opening in
the connection between the carbs? Or just
leave things as they are? I am wondering if any of this is a potential problem.
The plugs look OK. Does the breather
hose enter the carbs on the air side or
engine side of the butterfly valve? If the
latter, could this cause a problem with the
valves or maybe this is compensated for by
excessively rich adjustment at the carbs?
Anyway hope you can enlighten me.
Thanks and cheers—Gord
Gord!
It is important to have the PCV
system connect up correctly. This
system keeps the inside of the engine
clean of water vapors and harmful,
acidic blow-by.
The system is simple: Fresh air
enters the black tube hanging from the
anti run-on valve. It passes through
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the valve and into the bottom of the
charcoal adsorption canister. It passes
through the charcoal, purging the gasoline fumes from the charcoal, then
into the engine. From the engine, the
air is pulled through the oil separator
on the side of the front tappet inspection cover, and then into the carbs,
where it is combusted.
The gasoline tank is connected to
this system. As the fuel expands, the
air/fuel mixture on top of the gasoline
is vented through the canister, trapping the unburned hydrocarbons.
Then, when gasoline is pulled from the
tank by the pump, the air drawn into
the tank must pass through the charcoal canister. Prior to 1970 the tanks
were vented directly to the atmosphere.
The carbs are connected to this
system, too. The float bowls need
atmospheric pressure on top of the
gasoline to push the fuel into the jet.
But, when the car is turned off and the
under bonnet temperatures increase,
the fuel in the carbs expands and
pushes air/fuel mixture out – that is
also trapped by the canister.
The anti run-on valve is also designed to keep air/fuel mixtures from
entering the atmosphere by shutting
the engine down positively. When
the valve operates, it closes the fresh
air vent and the draft created at the
carbs pulls the air out of the charcoal
canister. This places a vacuum on top
of the gasoline in the float bowls which
may kill the engine. But, just to make
certain the shut-off is really positive,
manifold vacuum is connected to the
charcoal canister (at the anti run-on
valve) which REALLY creates a vacuum
in the float bowls and the engine shuts
off NOW!
I would reconnect your PCV system and re-adjust the carbs (which are
probably enrichened too much right
now).
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Registrar
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Marcham Rhoade
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

Midget Registrar

Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
1806 Hazard St.
Houston, TX 77019
phillip.smith@bcm.tmc.edu

1974½ MGB Registrar
Steve Harding
1913D Darby Rd.
Havertown, PA 19083
(610) 446-2073
mgbgt1@hotmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Scott Williams
501 N.E. Emmett St.
Topeka, KS 66616
(785) 234-8101
mg1100@oldertech.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
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The Marque of Friendship
1929-1936
North American MMM Register

Box 727 • St. Helena, CA 94574
707 / 963-2313

1935-1955 Pre-War • T-Series • Y Type
The New England MG ‘T’ Register
PO Box 1957 • Cary, NC 27512
704 / 544-1253

1956-1962 MGA • ZA • ZB
The North American MGA Register

7522 S.E. 152nd, Portland, OR 97236
namgar_registrar@msn.com

1963-1980 MGB • Midget • 1100/1300
The North American MGB Register
PO Box 69 • Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
800 / NAMGBR-1

1968-1969 MGC
American MGC Register

2809 Copter Rd. • Pensacola, FL 32514
850 / 478-3171
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Our Valued Supporters

D Zimmerman
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, OH 44240
(330) 678-9394
mg-rootes@sbcglobal.net

Original Owner Registrar

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Our Valued Supporters

Sell • Seek • Swap!

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register

Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good standing — please,
no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and
membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in
writing. Business or other ads by arrangement with Pete Cosmides, Advertising Coordinator
(see inside front cover.) Ads will be run for two issues, space allowing. The Register retains
the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the end of
each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

1967 MGB – Mineral Blue/black; wire

wheels, new top, new tires; very nice
condition. Asking $4800; Dennis Porter,
(573) 449-1174 or denporter@peoplepc.
com MO

1974 MGB-GT V8 – Factory Original V8

- GD2D1 1524G; Damask Red/grey cloth
seats/black carpet; Webasto (Britax) sliding sunroof ; original cast headers with
proper head shields; original V8 wheels
with good chrome; restored to original
factory specs and in excellent condition. Offers over $20,000; Susan Mason,
mgbits@lycos.com AL

PARTS FOR SALE

Transmissions – 1 overdrive, 1 non-o/d;

flywheel, driveline, manifolds, shocks,
catalytic converter, air cleaners, side
clearance lights – all from 1979 MGB;
reasonable prices. William Lane, (209)
962-4355 CA

Multiple carbs, body parts, generators,

starters, manifolds, distributors, Rostyle
wheels, and other parts available; free
shipping; contact Ken Brasfield at (540)
885-1757 or kbrasfield@hughes.net VA

After 28 years of supplying MGB parts for

dash, 109,000 miles, older restoration,
tonneau, hardtop available; $7995 OBO,
(616) 677-0070, David Harnish, or
dlharnish@tds.net MI

MGB’s, Doug Jackson is retiring and closing shop at British Automotive. He’s got
a large inventory of specialty products
that he is liquidating at just 10 percent
above actual cost.
Business opportunities exist for those
wanting to take over the manufacturing
and marketing the items Doug specialized in producing. British Automotive’s
large stock of OEM parts will be sold as
a single lot for which he is accepting bids
now. For details visit www.mgbmga.com
CA

WANTED

SERVICES OFFERED

1968 MGB – British Racing Green/Tan;

rust free, 31k miles on rebuilt engine,
overdrive, Minilite wheels, owned since
1983; $12,900; Lee Cohee, (850) 8785927 or e-mail vancoh@comcast.net FL

1967 MGB - Mineral Blue, wires, metal

1969 MGB – wants 69 MGB convertible

with wire wheels – prefers red with overdrive. Car should be in excellent or better
condition. Vancouver, BC. Pete McDougall at konyntjes@uniserve.com

1971-1974 MGB – looking for a very good
condition MGB convertible; preferences
include BRG, O/D. Indianapolis, IN;
Hugh Sutherland at hsutherland@indy.
rr.com

PARTS SOUGHT
Decent pair of MkI GT fenders, uppers
most important, lowers rust OK. Port
Perry, ON; Andy Hertzberg at andy_
hertzberg@porchlight.ca
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MG Service and Restoration!

Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors for high quality service or
repairs. We can attend to your entire MG
or just a single component. Our MGB
Complete Lubrication costs $475. Our
brilliantly clean and polished MGB HS
carbs are $575; MGB HIF carbs are $655.
We can attend to your soft top, your
chrome, your engine, or your brakes. I
bought my first MG in 1968, and I’ve
been working on MGs since! John Twist
(#0-101), University Motors Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street East, Ada, MI 49301; PH: 616
682 0800 or www.UniversityMotorsLtd.
com
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Where 2 ‘B

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The Register encourages
local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must include date,
location, and contact phone number. Please submit events at least 3 months in advance to the
MGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or email mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2006

Oct 28

20th All British Field Meet, Clearwater, FL; • (727) 867-7129

• mbran89793@aol.com

Oct 28-29 British Car Day, Charleston, SC • (843) 696-0910 • hd1ch@aol.com
Oct 29 – All British & European Car Day, Scottsdale, AZ • (480) 899-3272
• aktimian@wydebeam.com

Nov 3-5 – Southern British Car Show, Chattanooga, TN • (423) 614-8897
• www.southernbritishcarclub.org

Nov 10-12 – MG Jamboree 15, Saint Petersburg, FL • (727) 521-9890
• www.fsmgcc.com

Nov 19 All MG Parts Exchange, Fullerton, CA • (949) 786-5697
• kingseim@earthlink.net

Feb 19 - 15th British Classic, Lake Worth, FL • (561) 432-4434 • www.goldcostbritcar.org
March 24-25 – 11th Missouri Endurance Rally & Mini Endurance Trial, St Louis, MO
• (314) 995-8664 • mgslime@swbell.net
May 11-13 – British Car Show, Townsend, TN; (865) 599-4305 • spridget@charter.net
May 18-20 – North Meets South, Mission County, CA • (805) 929-0087
• torocasakb@msn.com

June 22-24 – MG Vintage Racers Focus Race, Mosport, ON • www.mgvr.org
July 16-20, 2007 – MG

2007 – Napa Valley, CA • (408) 923-3927

• mgmogul@earthlink.net

Aug 9-12, 2007 – University Motors Summer Party, Grand Rapids, MI
• www.universtiymotorsltd.com

Michel Desbiens from St. Felix de Valois,
Province Quebec traveled to Gatlingburg
to show us his most unusual valve cover
racer at MG 2006.
Got to love those shades . . . eh?
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A really tough decision on who to put on the
front cover especially when so many great
settings and images. Anyone of these could
have been front cover, but only one can win.
From top left, clockwise, Alex Olleman B with his ethusiastic fans, Kathleen Gustafson GT with
a great light house background, Bill & Debbie Wilson B in a great grist mill water wheel setting,
and Gerald Medford exquisite GT before a stately fountain, . 70 entries, only five winners . . .
all great . . . How do you choose? Congratulations to these four winners.
NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
P.O. Box 55
Whittington, IL 62897-0055

