INSIDE;
6,000 Miles in an MGB
Ring Around the Country - COLOR!
ON THE COVER:
MGs in Glacier National Park

THE NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER

MGB Driver is the official publication of the North American MGB Register, a non-profit organization dedicated
to maintaining and expanding interest in Britain’s most popular sports car—the MGB.
The opinions expressed within are those of the individual authors and readers are warned that they attempt any
mechanical or other modifications described herein, entirely at their own risk.
Membership in the North American MGB Register is open to all, with no restrictions.
Ownership of an MG is not a condition of membership. NAMGBR Regional Chapters will be pleased to welcome
you to their events. Membership dues are $30 per year.
For membership details or further information write to:

NEW
ADDRESS:

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
Post Office Box 69
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827

Toll-free hotline: 800-NAMGBR-1 • Website: www.namgbr.org/namgbr

OFFICERS OF THE NAMGBR
CHAIRMAN:
		
		
		
		

Bruce C. Wyckoff
10975 Aspen Trail
Zeeland, MI 49464
(616) 748-0580
bwyckoff@biotecdental.com

PUBLICITY		
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

Richard Liddick
5237 Glen Arm Road
Glen Arm, MD 21057
(410) 817-6862
RGL2MGBGT@aol.com

VICE-CHAIRMAN:
		
		
		
		
		
SECRETARY:
		
		
		

Richard Liddick
5237 Glen Arm Road
Glen Arm, MD 21057
(410) 817-6862
RGL2MGBGT@aol.com

CONVENTION/AGM
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		
		

Tony & Lynne Burgess
318 Hampton Park
Westerville, OH 43081
(614) 899-2394
(614) 899-2493 fax
MORRISMINR@aol.com

TECHNICAL
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

John H Twist
6490 Fulton Street East
Ada, MI 49503
616 682 0800

REGALIA		
COORDINATOR:

COORDINATORS OF THE NAMGBR

		
		
		

Elvin Davis
7027 Brookshire Ct.
West Bloomfield, MI
48322-2735
(248) 960-2296
ejdavis2@peoplepc.com

EDITOR: 		
MGB Driver		
		
		
		

Robert Rushing		
5444 Sutherland Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 353-7655
mgslime@swbell.net

WEBSITE		
COORDINATOR:
		
		
		

Rick Brown
7140 Snowberry Loop
Brooksville, FL 34602
(352) 650-5135
mgrick@mgcars.org.uk

ART DIRECTOR/
PRODUCTION
COORDINATOR:
		
		

Charles E. de Bourbon
PO Box 293
Del. Water Gap, PA 18327
(570) 424-6259
chasbo@ptd.net

CONCOURS
Coordinator:
		
		
		

Paul Hanley
12403 Coopers Lane
Worton, MD 21678-1350
(410) 778-3674
mg@baybroadband.net

ADVERTISING
COORDINATOR:

Peter Cosmides
219 Pleasant Valley Ave
Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-778-3695

Service		
Recommendation
Coordinator:

Bruce C. Wyckoff
(269) 751-2625
mghelp@mindspring.com

TREASURER:
		
		
		

Jerome Rosenberger
13112 Benton Camp Road
Benton, IL 62812
mgbsecretary@octagonfarm.com
Susan M. Deagan
11825 Columbia Hwy.		
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
(517) 663-6167		
treas4namgbr@aol.com

johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com

FOR REGISTRAR INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE PAGE 45.
The North American MGB Register is affiliated to the MG Car Club of England. The MG Car Club was founded in
1930 and is the original, factory supported, and approved organization for all MGs, with the Club Headquarters situated in Abingdon-on-Thames close by the birthplace of all MGs.
MGB Driver Magazine ©2006 All rights reserved. Any part of this publication may be reproduced by members and
member clubs only, with the expressed credit given to “MGB Driver Magazine” —Editor Robert Rushing.

All images in this issue of the MGB Driver; ©2006-BGA Studios.com/Charles de Bourbon, unless otherwise noted.

The Editor’s View

D

The Inside Line

on’t look now, but you’re holding
another fabulous color issue of
the MGB Driver! I hope you enjoy
seeing all the breathtaking pictures
that Charles de Bourbon took for Kim’s
article detailing their trip across the
United States, as well as all of Rick Ingram’s great pictures of what’s in store
in beautiful Gatlinburg, Tenn., for MG
2006. Look out, National Geographic
– the Driver is raising the bar!
I hope these pictures inspire you
to finish up those long winter projects and start preparing to pull your
MGB, Midget or 1100/1300 out of the
garage and put it on the road where it
belongs!
I’d like to welcome two new coordinators to the Register: Pete Cosmides,
our new advertising coordinator, and
Paul Hanley, our new concours coordinator.
Pete has hit the ground running
and is working hard to expand our
ad roster. In fact, we have several new
advertisers in this issue! Like our other
sponsors, I hope you support those
who support the Register and give
these businesses a try. If you know
a business owner who would like to
reach some of the most diehard enthusiasts around, pass the word onto Pete.
Many of you will know Paul Hanley for his spectacular Iris Blue 1964

Robert
Rushing
Editor
MGB Driver
MGB that has been driven coast-tocoast and has won multiple concours
awards. He is very excited about the
upcoming competition this summer
and encourages you to seriously consider putting your car in for judging.
Paul will tell you his personal philosophy as well as the what, why, where,
and how later in the issue.
Now for some more good news:
Rumor has it that Nanjing and GB
Sports Cars have come to an agreement as well as securing outside financing to be able to restart ZT and TF
production at Longbridge. The same
rumor says that concentration will be
on MGs and relaunching the AustinHealey brand based on the SV. The
financing is by unnamed U.K. and U.S.
backers. Things are finally looking up.
Of course, not to sound pessimistic, but I’m from Missouri…

Robert
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Chairman’s Chat

T

he March / April issue of the MGB
Driver is usually the kick-off for the
up coming driving season. Without a doubt, this driving season promises to be one of the busiest in years!
The North American MGB Register
is going to be well represented at MG
2006 in Gatlinburg, Tenn. We have
members coming from all around the
United States and Canada to attend
this every-five-years gathering of the
national MG registers. The registration
of cars was more than 600 at the first
of the year, so this has the potential
to be the biggest gathering of MGs in
North America – ever! If you missed
the chance to attend MG 96 and
MG2001, you don’t want to miss this
gathering of MG enthusiasts. Get online at www.MG2006.com and make
your reservations today.
Please take the time and guarantee that your MG is in roadworthy
condition for the journey to Tennessee
or anywhere you decide to travel this
year. Our cars are turning another
year older and so are the components.
If your car is like mine, it has been
sitting in storage since last fall, which
can be hard on hoses, tires, and other
rubber goods. Now is the time to give
our advertisers some business by ordering those parts (if you want to do the



Bruce
Wyckoff

Chairman
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job yourself) or schedule an appointment to have the repairs completed
before it’s too late.
My local MG club here in West
Michigan is getting together before
the trip to MG 2006 and conducting
a tech session to inspect our cars. We
hope that by locating any potential
problems before we hit the road, it will
be a more enjoyable trip for both the
experienced MG traveler as well as the
members who are taking their first
major journey in their MG.
So grab the January / February
2006 Tech issue of the MGB Driver and
lets start making plans for a Safety
Fast event in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.
B Positive!

Bruce
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Vice Chairman’s Notes

I

only have a few items this go
around. First, I would like to welcome the following three new local
chapters into the North American
MGB Register fold: Her Majesty’s
Royal Nebraska Patrol of Lincoln, Neb.
(William Evans, the club’s president,
worked hard on this and got the eight
required NAMGBR members signed up
to become a local chapter), the Illinois
Flat Land British Car Club, and the
British Car Club of Iowa.
I am looking forward to meeting
some of the members of these new
chapters in Gatlinburg at MG 2006.
As many of you know this is the first
all-register meet in five years. It is
shaping up to be the biggest MG event
in as many years. A final site visit is
planned for mid-March. Registration
on the website stands at more than
850, with more than 470 completely
paid. Vendor solicitations have been
sent out, and things are coming together.
NAMGBR will need some volunteers to help with our part of making
this event succeed. If you would like to
help make this gathering one for the
history books, please contact me. In
addition, there will be a sign-up sheet
at the registration area. We will definitely need help counting ballots from
the car show, staffing the NAMGBR ta-
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ble, assisting at the Meet & Greet, and
a host of other unknown things that
seem to always pop up when doing an
event of this magnitude.
The final item of business for this
issue is regarding the updated chapter
affiliation forms. For some time now,
we have been asking the local chapters that have not sent in their annual
updated chapter affiliation forms do
so. Since we have not received many
of these, we will be sending out new
forms to all affiliated chapters. We ask
that all chapters please complete the
form and return it so that we may be
better able to serve you. Keeping the
information current about your club is
important to all parties involved.
Safety Fast!

Richard



From the Secretary

I

’ve been back in the secretary position for a couple of months now,
and some of this is beginning to
come back to me. But only some of it!
We have upgraded the Register
database from the old DOS program
we’ve used for years to a MS Access file,
and that has been a BIG time saver. I
am now able to renew and enter new
members that the treasurer sends me
every week in a matter of minutes
instead of hours. Plus new-member
packets are now able to get out usually
in a matter of days, instead of weeks.
Not that there haven’t been some
problems. We have been out of dash
plaques for a little while and as of this
writing have just run out of window
decals. By the time this reaches you
we should be back in stock on both of
these items, so if you still haven’t received your dash plaque or window decal, please contact me and we will get
them right out to you. In fact, if you
have any problems with the service
you receive from the Register, I would
like to know about it.
I seem to remember that when I
was secretary before, I spent most of
my evenings on the phone; but this
time it seemed like the phone would
hardly ever ring. Then I discovered
that there was a problem with the
answering machine. So if you left me
a message on the 800-number and
you’re angry with me for not returning your call, please try again. I might
actually get the message this time!
However, these days everything is computers and I spend most of my time
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composing e-mail. It’s not unusual to
have to answer 10 to 20 e-mails in an
evening.
Of course the main reason we own
our MGs is to enjoy the drive. When I
bought “Rusty” nearly 20 years ago,
I was only thinking of having a fun
drive to work and back. And that
it was, for many years. Right now
“Rusty” needs a lot of attention and
the first sign of warm weather I’ve got
to get back on the front-end work I
started last fall. I don’t have an indoor
work space, so I’m kind of at the mercy
of the Illinois weather.
But when you read this, spring will
be just about here and you have had
the opportunity to put the top down
and air the car out, (unless of course
you own a GT, then I do not recommend putting the top down!) and I’ll
be trying to free up some rusted tight
tie rod ends.
For now, I’ve got to go clean up
that frozen oil spot under my car!
Later,

Jerome
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The MGB Registrar

H

ello there, once again, and
as the editor told you in the
last issue, my old friend, and
NAMGBR honorary member, Don
Hayter, is coming over to join us at MG
2006.
As many of you know, Don was
the final chief engineer at the MG factory and was one of the last to leave
the building 25 years ago. We keep in
regular contact, and when I suggested
that he come over for what promises
to be a momentous event, he immediately (with some pressure from his
wife, Mary!) started making plans.
Also joining us will be Roger Cooper
the treasurer of the MG Car Club MGB
Register, with his wife, Joan. When
you meet our visitors I’m sure you will
show them that the Marque of Friendship is alive and well in the NAMGBR!
Got a note from Steve Gizzi who
has taken over the ownership of 1979
MGB L.E. GVVD2AJ 499080G from
long-time member Bob Marikos. Nothing strange about that, except that
Steve already owns a 1967 AustinHealey 3000 but is delighted with his
new acquisition saying he loves the
MGB and plans to keep it forever! The
car still has the L.E plaque in place, the
optional hardtop, and original luggage
rack, and has just over 44,000 miles
on the clock from new, Steve being the
third owner. Steve also took time to
thank us for maintaining the Register,
saying that the keeper of the register
plays an ever-increasing role as our
cars age.
Also received news from member
Tom Balutis of yet another genuine
factory MGB/GT V8 to add to the Register. Built in November 1973, Tom’s
car is Damask Red with a Webasto
sunroof; this mirrors the V8 I owned in
England for more than 10 years. I wish
I had it now! This makes nearly 20
genuine V8s entered on the Register!
However, the highlight for me
since I last wrote was a call from the
owner of GHN3/L 111, (body #5) the
fifth MGB ever built, and it looks as
sharp as it did when it left the MG facMGB DRIVER–March/April 2006
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tory. This has to be the second oldest
MGB still running following GHN3/L
102 that I wrote about in a feature
article in the MGB Driver in 2004. More
on this find later!
Following my appeal in the last
issue of the MGB Driver for stories and
photos of your MGBs, I’ve received
some great stuff that we’ll feature in
upcoming issues – keep them coming!
Late last year my kids sent me over
from England a series of programs on
tape that had been shown on English
television. Entitled “An MGB is Born,”
they covered the total restoration of
an MGB by a chap called Mark Evans
and proved to be fascinating and
compulsive viewing for anyone at all
interested in the MGB. It was also quite
amusing at times!
Well, the series is now available
on DVD (two, in fact!) in NTSC format,
and over Christmas I watched these
with great interest and enjoyment.
Mark went out and bought a really
crappy 1974 MGB roadster and soon
discovered that it was not all it seemed
to be! The car was taken totally apart
and over a 12-week period he reassembled it to an almost concours standard.
The footage also includes our guest
at MG 2006, Don Hayter, driving his
MGB, and extolling the virtues of
Britain’s favorite sports car.
Every aspect of the rebuild is
covered on the discs (which total some
four hours!) and the package comes
complete with an extra DVD with
more than 1,300 photos taken during
the restoration.
Originally shown on the Discovery
Channel in the UK, it is unlikely to be
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shown here, so I urge you to get a copy
for yourself at around 35 bucks. It’s too
good to miss!
For further information and to
order go to: www.markevans.co.uk or

call 011-44-870-4208140. You will not
regret it, (Mark’s website itself is well
worth a visit!)

New registrations received:

James Wines........................ 1971 MGB
Karl Schad....................... 1980 MGB LE
Tom Balutis.................1973 MGB/GT-V8
(A genuine factory V-8!)
Richard Mandziak................ 1973 MGB
Denis Nelson....................... 1966 MGB.
Jack Long..............................1974 MGB.
Guy Snyder......................... 1978 MGB.
Curtis Weyll......................... 1969 MGB.
John Fraioli.......................... 1979 MGB.
Christian Sampson............... 1972 MGB.
Dave Piser........................... 1979 MGB
That’s all for this time. Oh, and by
the way, my e-mail address was wrong
in my column on Page 20 of the last issue: It’s kensca@cox.net. Register your
MGB today!

Marcham
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Don Hayter: Coming to MG2006

and chief body engineer Jim O’Neill
undertook a number of coupe and
roadster styling exercises for the poson Hayter, (born 1927), stylist
sible replacement.
of the MGB roadster, went on to
Don’s definitive drawing of the
become MG’s last chief engineer.
MGB Tourer is dated June 19, 1958.
His motor industry career began
He recalls that he took a new “EX”
with Pressed Steel at Cowley in 1942.
number, 214, and EX-214/1 was drawn
As this was during the war, the firm
quarter size straight on to the paper,
was producing complete fuselage and
and that was the MGB, all in one go!
tail sections of Spitfires and LancastOnce the MGB was in production,
ers. It was Don’s job to translate the
Don was also responsible for the GTS
plates supplied by manufacturers into
sports racing coupes (EX 241) of 1967
production drawings.
and the one-off MGB GT SSV1-System
In 1954, he left Cowley and joined
Safety Vehicle One (EX 250), which
Aston Martin as a draftsman. Howincorporated existing and projected
ever he only stayed at A-M a couple of
safety legislation.
years. On spec, he wrote to MG and
Don succeeded Roy Brocklehurst
was hired as their chief body draftsas MG’s chief engineer when the latter
man. Upon arrival at Abingdon in
moved to Longbridge in 1973. As such,
February 1956, his first task was to
he was the last holder of the post, and
design the detachable panels in the
remained at the AbingMGA Twin-Cam so that
don factory six weeks
access could be gained to
after car production
the exhaust pipes.
ceased, then left on Dec.
Hayter’s next as12, 1980.
signment was the design
Don lives with his
of the MGA Twin Cam
wife, Mary, close by
coupe which Ted Lund
the factory where he
ran at Le Mans in 1960.
achieved so much. He
Essentially a converkeeps his hand in the
sion from the existing
MG world with his V8roadster, he based part of
powered MGB and an
his design on the Aston
MG J2. Apart from being
Martin DB3S coupe using
in demand for speaking
his A-M background.
engagements, he and his
By this time the
wife travel extensively
MGA’s successor was
MG plant, Abingdon
through Europe.
under development, Don

By Ken Smith
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Letters to the Editor

MGB Driver welcomes your letters. Email to mgslime@swbell.n et, or mail to
MGB Driver Editor robert Rushing, 5444 Sutherland Ave. St. Louis, MO 63109

Dear Editor:

Even though we have owned our 1971
MGB for 25 years, we only just recently
joined the North American MGB Register.
We are members of the MG Peachtree
Registry in Atlanta, Ga. We also own a
1963 Austin-Healey 3000 MKII and my
wife, Pat, and I enjoy driving our British
cars. We had planned on driving out to the
west coast to attend the national meet this
year, but had previously signed up for the
NAMGAR GT in Mackinaw City, Mich.
I purchased our MGB in Plano, Texas,
from a Jack Richardson. Last year my
wife casually mentioned the MG needed
a paint job. Evidently she had seen too
many MAACO ads and thought in terms
of a day or two. Well, six months later
after much sanding, priming, more sanding, painting, more sanding and buffing
we ended up with a beautiful flame red
chrome bumper B (the original color).
I’m proud that my wife spent several
hours removing chrome, sanding, and
cleaning. Now we can proudly display
“MY WIFE’S MGB” at numerous car shows
through out the country. I also took the
opportunity while the engine was out to install an overdrive transmission. It is much
more enjoyable to drive and improved the
gas mileage substantially.
Since we finished the car in January,
we have driven it to car shows in Florida,
Louisiana, Michigan, Alabama, Ohio,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Tennessee. We have place first in class
in many of the shows, and are looking

forward to participating in many more
events in the coming year and counting on
the MGB Driver as a good source for these
events. No event is too far to attend, so
any of the other clubs out there who would
like company from Georgia please email
us at: pat_lou@bellsouth.net
Lou & Pat Ballard
MG Peachtree Registry
Atlanta, Ga.

Dear Editor:

Both Ken Deleuuw, #14-5723, and
I, #14-5722, certainly enjoyed the article
written by Eric Welty of the Texas MG
Register in the Jan/Feb issue of MGB Driver
entitled “MGB Horn Upgrade.”
Both our Bs suffered from this malady
so much so that we’ve replaced the original Lucas horns with Saturn horns, about
the only variety we found with dual connections. Now at least we can be heard!
I know we’ll think about changing
back after reading of this very inexpensive
fix. We should have thought of it, as most
cars have a horn relay in them. Dummies
we are!
Just another benefit of belonging to
the NAMGBR.
Lloyd Powell, President
GCBSCC/Chapter Affiliate
NAMGBR Liaison

Hi Robert –

We’d like to clarify some information
that was published in the AGM minutes
in the Jan/Feb 2006 issue. We have
been members of the New England MG T

Robert
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006
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Register since 1981, NAMGBR since 1990,
and NAMGAR since 1994. We have attended all three organizations’ AGMs ,as
either chapter representatives or as board
members.
To begin with, the NEMGTR was
founded in 1964, has a board of directors
and has an open AGM that anyone can
attend; but only their board and chapter reps can vote on issues. They have
solicited positions through their magazine,
The Sacred Octagon; the most recent was
for the editor. The NEMGTR has registered
over 12,000 T series MGs worldwide. Their
GOF is open to their members’ pre-1955
MGs.
NAMGAR was founded in 1975,
and has a board of directors with threeyear minimum terms that are renewable
yearly except that of chairman which is
for four years with a one year extension if
required. Positions are solicited through
their magazine, MGA!; the most recent
was for treasurer. NAMGAR’s car show
at its GTs are for NAMGAR members
and members of local NAMGAR chapters
showing MGAs, Magnettes, and variants.
NAMGAR chapter members not owning
an MGA, Magnette, or variant are free to
display their other MGs or British cars, and
are eligible for awards under the auspices
of the local chapter. NAMGAR has registered over 7,000 MGAs in North America,
and was instrumental in establishing,
coordinating, and publishing the worldwide MGA database.
Although the three registers differ in
their mission statements, how they conduct their car shows (whether they chose
to register MGs or members, and how they
internally manage their particular register)
they do have commonalities. What all
three registers share in common is the
love of the marque, their officers do not
serve in perpetuity, do not receive financial
stipends, and do not have self-appointed
boards. We find all three registers to be
above board and run by enthusiasts for
enthusiasts.
Thanks!
Lee & Liz Niner
NAMGBR Members 0-203

12

Editor: Thanks for the clarification, Lee & Liz! I’m sure many of our
membership (including myself) are
unaware of how the other registers are
organized.

Hello, Robert:

I would like to compliment you on
the Tech Issue of the January/February
MGB Driver. It was an exceptionally fine
publication worthy of high praise. It set
my fevered and demented mind pondering. That is, I would hazard that many
readers like myself, would enjoy and appreciate more emphasis on how-to, DIY
articles organized around relevant topics,
e.g., “engine and drive-line projects, body
restoration and paint work, suspension
renovation, improvising tools that are no
longer available for the MG.”
These miscellaneous meanderings
are offered in a spirit of best intentions
and exceedingly good will. There is much
to the platitude that “no good deed ever
goes unpunished,” but I hope that it does
not apply in the circumstance. I do find
John Twist’s “Technical Talk” section to
be a great value. On a personal level, I
miss Bob Mason. He and I corresponded
a number of times and those communications were most enjoyable.
Well, good sir, I must be off and many
people have said that about me, more
than once.
David C. Morris, PhD
– Muncie, Ind.
Editor: Thanks for the feedback,
Doc! I think I speak for everyone when
I say I think we all miss Bob a lot. John
had some big shoes to fill when he
volunteered to take over, but I believe
we couldn’t have found a more dedicated resource for the role. As far as
the article types go, I always try to give
technical articles first priority since
they can help us keep our cars on the
road. Overall, my goal is to maintain
the balance that was established by
my esteemed predecessors – Ken Smith
and Kim Tonry – and to attempt to
keep the MGB Driver one of the best
club publications around (even if I do
have to say so myself!).
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

Midget Tech

tions about why they
keep smelling burning
flesh adds yet another
degree of difficulty. Of
course the aroma would
be from my fingers and
hands which keep coming into contact with
the exhaust manifold.
It seemed to me quite
likely that several inexact adjustments had
left the carbs far from
perfect.
After we got home,
Carol and Steve Olson on their way to Olympia, July 2005 I let the car sit in the
garage for several days
before I even wanted to
By Steve Olson
look at it. Eventually I did wash some
Kansas City MG Club
of the bug guts and road grime off the
paintwork and drove the car on a few
orking on cars provides both
short errands. It started and ran – but
entertainment and education
especially until thoroughly warmed up
for me. Sometimes even after
– it bucked and jumped and sometimes
I think I have learned a lesson thoreven died completely. Plus there was a
oughly I find I’ve forgotten it and have
lot of popping in the exhaust whenever
to learn it again. Such was the case
I let up on the gas going downhill.
recently with the Midget.
As we neared the end of the 4000+ It wasn’t fun to drive in this state. So
I partly disassembled the carbs and
mile round trip to MG 2005 in Olymcleaned them up fairly well and then
pia, Wash., the Midget began to run
tried to readjust them so the mixture
a bit rough. I assumed this was due
and flow was equal. It seemed to run
to some internal wear caused by long
better in the garage, but test drives
hours on the big roads at a steady 75
showed little improvement. Since
– 80 mph, with the temps in the upper
what I had done made no appreciable
90s.
change, I of course did the same thing
Or maybe I had just managed
again several times, just to make sure.
to get the carbs way out of synch or
Of course, that produced the same lack
adjustment. After all, I had made
of results.
several fast roadside carb adjustments
This went on for a few weeks.
along the way, attempting to compenI’m not really that stubborn, I just
sate for the changes in altitude. A car
couldn’t really think of anything else
that runs sweet at 700 feet above sea
to try. Finally I decided to check the
level will be more than a little rich at
8,000 feet. Of course modern cars have valve adjustment, but only one was
off far enough to need changing and
computers that instantly compensate
even that one was within a couple of
for that, but with our cars we ourselves
thousands so that wasn’t the problem.
have to be the computer.
I once again checked for vacuum leaks
Carb adjustment is a black art at
and still couldn’t find any. And after
best when you are dealing with mulI had been working on the car for a
tiple carbs. And trying to do it quickly
while it would warm up and run just
in the parking lot at some fast food
place while curious onlookers ask ques- fine, at least at idle.
Then I remembered a lesson I had

W
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learned so long ago that I forget who
taught it to me: “Most carb problems
are solved by working on the ignition.”
I pulled a plug wire and made
sure I was getting a strong spark.
Then I checked the timing and when
that was right where it was supposed
to be I made sure the centrifugal and
vacuum advances were both functioning. I looked at the spark plugs and
they all looked good except maybe
number 4 was a bit darker than the
rest. So I swapped it with number 2 but
there was no change. The distributor
cap and rotor looked fine but I took the
time to wipe away any dirt or deposits
from the contacts.
With nothing else left to try I got
out my multimeter and checked the resistance of each plug wire. Guess what,
number 4 was a lot more resistant
than the others.
I removed the end from that wire
and shortened it a bit to eliminate a
spot that looked questionable and then
crimped the end back on. The meter
said it was fine now, so I put it back on
and took a test drive. This made all the
difference in the world. Of course I had
to readjust the carbs again since now
all cylinders were contributing their
share of the effort. I hope learning this
lesson twice helps me remember it.
And if not, at least I’ll have something
to keep me entertained for several
hours again next time.
In a recent newsletter article I suggested using 90 weight gear oil in the
dampers on our SU and Zenith carbs.
Several folks who read that questioned
the wisdom of it. I’m glad I stirred up a
bit of controversy.
One concern is that 90 weight
would be way too thick in freezing
weather. Actually the pourability of
90 and 20w50 is not a lot different
at normal temperatures but say at
zero Fahrenheit, the 90 is pretty darn
stiff. But just how many of us actually
drive our cars when it is zero outside?
And even if we do, wouldn’t the under
bonnet temperatures warm up pretty
quickly once the engine was running?
I don’t see this as a big concern.
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Another question was about the
gear oil containing sulfur and whether
or not that might be harmful to the
brass parts of the dampers. Well,
yes, gear oil usually does have sulfur
added to help handle the high pressure loading when one gear tooth rubs
against another under the high torque
of our powerful engines. And yes, at
very high temperatures that can be
slightly corrosive especially on soft
metal parts like brass. That’s why it is
more prevalent in gear oil than in engine oil where operating temperatures
tend to be much, much higher. In our
transmissions there are brass synchronizer rings and brass bushings in the
shifter forks and the gear lube sulfur
doesn’t eat them up. And our carb
dampers don’t get all that hot even in
summer weather. So I think this is not
something we need to stay up nights
worrying about either.
A third area of interest is whether
using the heavier lubricant would actually have any noticeable effect on performance. Sadly, I must admit that for
me there seems to be no difference. I’ve
tried oils as thin as ATF and as thick
as gear lube in my dampers and can’t
notice any change. Dry dampers don’t
work well but almost any liquid that
won’t boil away seems to work fine.
A far bigger concern is having the
correct piston springs and jet needles in
the carb to fit your application. Even if
you are sure you have the original ones
or exact replacements, parts do wear
out after a few dozen years and a few
hundred thousand miles. And if you
have made performance modifications,
even as slight as different air filters or
mufflers, then the needle may need to
be changed to get the optimal performance from your car.
Too bad a simple change of damper oil isn’t the answer for getting more
economy and power from our fine British machines. Thanks to all who took
the time to question my suggestion. At
least I got some of you thinking and
maybe someone will come up with a
magic silver bullet that will give us 40
mpg and 100+ horse power.
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

Concours Cases
Paul
Hanley
MGB Concours
Coordinator

Concours class at MG 2005 in Olympia

G

reetings, fellow enthusiasts!
Over the last three years I have
been a huge fan of our concours program. My dozens of e-mails
and phone calls to outgoing coordinator Rick Ingram, have now resulted in
one major, “Be careful what you ask
for as you might get it!” moment. Not
only am I humbled by the request to
continue the outstanding work Rick
has tirelessly done over the years, but
frankly a bit frightened to think how
my baby size feet can begin to fill the
giant shoes of my predecessor. Cheers
to you Rick … and expect many more
e-mails and late night phone calls.
It has been said many times that
the reason for a concours program
is to preserve the originality of the
breed and provide historical documentation for future generations and
restorations. While this is certainly
true and obvious to most, I’ll go one
further. Concours is a sport. It’s the
research involved to determine exactly
what went where and the hunt for
obscure bits and pieces that drives
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

many of us in our mutual “car-crazy”
world. Some of us are wired a little
differently, but not so differently than
the folks that go for speed, comfort,
aesthetic, or safety modifications that
we can’t see eye-to-eye. Same church,
different pew, in my hymnal. MGs in
most any form are a work of art.
So, what is concours? Most state,
“As it left the factory.” And thus the
debate begins. In my book, “As it left
the dealer” is more accurate. Dealer installed options such as radios, luggage
racks, and period accessories should
be given generous consideration along
side the fine efforts of Abingdon.
Again, I like to take this one step
further and say, “As it could have left
the factory or dealer.” Why this distinction? Because cars were meant to
be driven. Just because your car didn’t
come from the factory with overdrive
should not prevent you from considering such a modification if your budget
permits. Other mild performance
modifications should be considered
without hesitation. V-8 bushings come
to mind. The original bushings in
the front suspension failed miserably
when new and should not be an area
of debate. Concours is about the bigger
picture. Weber carbs are certainly a
deduction, as are aluminum valve covers, Mini-lite wheels, or Miata seats …
you get my drift … the big stuff.
While we’re on the subject of
modification, please never hesitate to
consider a concours event just because
you have modified your car a bit. The
concours program is a points system.
Everyone starts with 1,000 points and
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deductions are made from there. If you
have an otherwise very original car,
but do indeed have a Weber carburetor, aluminum valve cover, or modern
hose clamps, I say, “Come on over.
Take the points and show others what
a fine, original car you have.” You
might just convince the judges that the
Weber is a part of a factory authorized,
Stage 5 “Special Tuning” modification.
Well, you could try! Always remember, Old Number One was a modified
car, and it is in that spirit of Abingdon
that our program will continue.
There was a debate on the internet
recently about what color the contrasting thread should be on the early,
cloth covered wiring harnesses. Was
it white, yellow, or white with yellow?
My take: it doesn’t matter. What does
matter is a good condition wiring harness — cloth-covered for the early cars,
blue tape for the later ones. (And yes,
the early harnesses had a light-colored
contrasting thread against the black
cloth, as did most harnesses of the
period.)
This sums up my general philosophy on concours: Keep it simple. Many
other breed’s programs are so bogged
down with minor, picky issues like
this, that the bigger picture is obscured
and takes the fun out of the sport.
Can a concours car be driven
regularly and still do well at an event?

Not if the focus of the program is
devoted to minutia like thread color!
But a gentle, well-earned road patina
might actually enhance a score. Most
fellow enthusiasts judging a concours
car can understand and appreciate
what it takes to keep a vehicle that
is driven regularly yet meticulously
maintained rather than a purposely
maintained vehicle whose sole function is to shine in the garage and collect trophies. So get out there and drive
it! Your car will run even better as a
result of regular use.
The next NAMGBR concours
event will be in Gatlinburg, Tenn. at
MG 2006. Between now and then, get
those restorations finished or, if you’re
lucky enough to have a completed
restoration or a pristine, un-restored
MGB, gather those polishes and waxes
now and start prepping. I’m anticipating a number of excellent examples
from the Southeast and Midwest and
hope for a few long-distance running
surprises, too … maybe we’ll see those
winning Tartan Red and Iris Blue tourers from Texas again.
I’m here to help in any way I can.
I’m not an expert on all years and
models, but can steer your question to
those that are, if I don’t know. See you
at The Show!

Paul
Paul Hanley’s awardwinning Iris Blue ‘64
MGB parked inside the
banquet room at MG
2005 in Olympia. It
was the car everyone
wanted to be photographed with at the
event.
Paul received the President’s award honoring
his enthusiasm toward
all that is MG. His MGB
has been a consistant
winner wherever it
competes.

16

MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

6,000 Miles in a ‘66B

By Kim de Bourbon
Keystone Region MG Club

L

ove the road? Like to feel at “one”
with your car? Try driving 6,725
miles across the country and back
in a vintage MGB. Not only will you
get that feeling, but you’ll see some of
our nation’s most spectacular scenery
from your open cockpit, and by the
time you hoist yourself out at night,
you’ll swear that you’re more comfortable on four wheels than two legs!
This June, you will have an excellent reason to take your MG for a
serious drive. If you’ve never taken a
long-distance trip, focus your sights on
getting to Gatlinburg for MG 2006, the
All-Register MG convention that happens only once every five years. MG
owners across the country are planning to make treks to Tennessee, and
you should too.
We made our own such trip across
the country last July for MG 2005 in
Olympia, Wash. It was the drive of a
lifetime. My husband, Charles, and I
left our home on the eastern edge of
Pennsylvania on Thursday, June 30,
in the company of three MGB couples
from Long Island, N.Y.: David and Eileen Deutsch in their 1975 MGB, Alan
and Enid Patraka in their 1980 MGB,
and George Carrasquillo and June
Ladden in their 1976 MGB. I drove
my ’66 B solo while Charles drove the
Subaru “Search and Rescue Vehicle,”
which allowed us to have two large
coolers at our disposal. This meant the
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

group could have picnic lunch stops
along the way, greatly cutting down
on the cost of the trip, and adding a
great deal to the level of fun.
An hour west, we picked up Joe
and Sharon Lamando in their 1971
MGB for breakfast, and met up with
Karl and Gail Schad with their 1980
B-LE in Ohio that night. Elvin Davis joined our caravan the next day
with his MGB, and Dan and LouAnn
Griswold in a 1970 B and Bob and Teri
Walters with their 1974 B met up with
us in Wisconsin that night. Rounding
off our official group were Larry and
Barb Henle with our first GT, a 1969,
and Steve and Carol Olson with our
only Midget, a 1976 model, who both
joined us in South Dakota. By the time
we pulled into Olympia on Wednesday,
July 6, our group was 14 MGs strong,
with cars in our caravan from New
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Indiana,
Michigan, Minnesota and Missouri.
What a blast! The trip was organized by David Deutsch, who not only
plotted our route and booked all the
rooms along the way, but got us the
best rates possible with continental
breakfasts included.
With gas prices rising last summer (although not as high as they are
now), it was best not to think about
how much money was going into the
tank at each fill-up. Just swipe that
credit card and pump! (I still haven’t
added up what it cost for all the gas
there and back; but I put in 259 gallons on the trip, so you do the math.)
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6,000 Miles in a ‘66 MGB
Peter Caldwell of
World Wide Imports in
Madison, Wisc., loaned
shop space and a drill
so David could secure
Kim’s loose rear spring
mount with a big bolt
through a solid section
of floor board behind
the driver’s seat.
What most people want to know
when hearing about our trip is (1) how
was the driving and (2) were there any
major breakdowns.
The driving was just fantastic,
especially once we got west of Chicago, and got off the highway and into
the more topographically interesting
states. This was a driving vacation, for
sure, with not a lot of time for “touristing.” We averaged 500 miles a day,
driving roughly from 8 a.m. to 7 or
8 p.m., with breaks about every two
hours. We really did become “one”
with our little cars. More than once,
as our group got off the road to stand
in a motel lobby waiting to check in,
someone would comment that their
body was still vibrating.
As for me, I just kept being
amazed at how my little 1966 MGB
just kept going and going and going,
across farmland, prairies, deserts,
steep mountain passes, great canyon switchbacks, all the way across

A different view of George Washington
at Mount Rushmore National Monument.
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the nation and back. There were few
regrets about not having much time
to spend at tourist stops, since every
day brought a new series of fantastic
scenery to be seen right from the seats
of our MGBs.
Car problems? We had a few, but
nothing out of the ordinary, really.
Every MG in our group was the focal
point of a roadside “tech session” at
one time or another. All told, we had
two occurrences of loose alternator
bracket bolts, two flat tires, one loose
exhaust bracket, one oil filter with a
hole in it, one stuck throttle cable, one
cracked windshield, one loose lifter,
two bad starters, and one loose carb
needle. There was nothing that took
more than 30 minutes to set right,
though.
My car experienced the worst
failure of the group, when the front
mount of the driver’s side leaf spring
started pulling loose from the underside of the car in Minnesota on the
way back. I started experiencing a big
rear-end shimmy-shake on acceleration, and when we pulled over at the
next rest area, discovered the rear left
wheel had shifted back in the wheel
well about an inch and a half, and
the front mount of the spring hanging
down, only partially attached. David
had an ingenious temporary fix: he
jacked the car up to take the tension
off the springs and stuck the handle
of a screwdriver under the shackle of
the rear spring mount. When the car
was lowered, the screwdriver handle
tightened up the leaf spring at the
back, forcing the front mount back up
flat under the car.
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6,000 Miles in a ‘66 MGB

Friendly desperados ponder strange little British vehicles driving through Deadwood in South Dakota.
We had already scheduled a stop
that day at World Wide Imports in
Madison, Wis., to tour Peter Caldewell’s British lever shock rebuilding operation. Peter let me drive my car into
the shop and loaned David a drill so
he could secure the loose mount with a
big bolt through a solid section of the
floor board. The temporary fix worked
great, and got me safely home during
the last 1,500 miles.
Now, back to the driving . . .
Heading west, we first got off the
interstate in South Dakota, where we
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Part of the adventure driving
through Yellowstone National
Park in Wyoming is the wildlife that create traffic stops
wherever they appear along
the side of the roads.

took a fantastic, surreal drive through
Badlands National Park and then
through the lonesome prairie to Mount
Rushmore, where we had an excellent
top-down “drive by” of the famous
monument. (We couldn’t stop because
it was the day before July 4th, and the
place was jammed with people waiting
for a huge fireworks show. We lucked
out, though, because the next week
they put scaffolding up over the monument to start cleaning it.)
That night we had dinner in
Deadwood City, in a historic gambling
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One of the scenic stops on the “Going tothe-Sun Road” in Glacier National Park.
hotel right on the main avenue. Lots of
colorful characters in Deadwood, and
some of them were sporting six guns!
Heading to our motel that night,
just before leaving South Dakota, the
odometer on my B flipped over from
99999 to 00000. I had been anticpating the moment, and pulled over to
let Charles ride in the passenger seat
and record the numbers rolling over on
videotape.
The next day really started the
adventurous part of our drive, as we
left the interstate behind again and
wound our way through the wild lands
of Wyoming, past Devil’s Tower, and
through spectacular mountain passes
and canyons. The outside temperature went from 56º F. at the top of the
mountain to 86º F. at the bottom of the
canyon floor. We found a great picnic
grounds in a little outpost called Ten
Sleep, where our pack of brightly colored British cars drew lots of attention.
This drive across Wyoming on Independence Day was probably the best
day of our westward trip. We made it
to Yellowstone National Park in the
mid-afternoon, and had a wonderful
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run through the eastern side of park.
We saw wild buffalo and elk along the
road, and ended up at the Old Faithful
geyser just in time to see it blast off.
Our trip turned north from that
point, heading to Bozeman, Mont., for
the evening. Our Fourth of July drive
took a little longer than expected,
and the day drew dark, but we were
rewarded by a phalanx of fireworks
displays on both sides of the road for a
good 10 miles on our way to the motel.
It’s a scene I’ll always remember, a
climax to the best Fourth of July I ever
had.
We had planned to have a cookout
and fireworks of our own that night;
but we didn’t get in until about 10
p.m., so we were all too tired for
festivities. The next day’s drive was
an easy one, though, so we celebrated
the “Fifth of July” when we got to
eastern Washington. We were booked
at a great vintage motor lodge with a
central court, and the owner welcomed
us to have an evening cookout. We
cooked cowboy hot dogs and buffalo
burgers, and drank no small amount
of beer. Debra and Richard Leslie and
Sharon and Alan Kelsey of Minnesota
joined up with us here for the next
day’s trip into Olympia.
The next day was a short drive to
arrive triumphantly at MG 2005, but
it was not without some more spectacular scenery through canyons and
mountain passes. At this point, we
were simply filled with “wow!” from
all that we had seen heading west.
On their return trip home
Bob Walters
engages in a
humorous discussion with
the MG2005
travelers and
their hosts,
the Evans,
in Faribault,
Minn..
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6,000 Miles in a ‘66 MGB
We stayed put in Olympia for four
days and nights, enjoying the events
and tech sessions associated with MG
2005 (which have already been fully
reported on in the Driver).
Sunday we headed out bright
and early to start our trip back east.
A different route was planned, which
allowed us to continue the sense of
adventure. The absolute highlight of
our whole 17-day trip was our drive
through Glacier National Park in
northwestern Montana that Monday.
The experience was perhaps enhanced
because none of us knew anything
about the place, and so had no expectations.
After a delightful picnic lunch
near the shore of a lake, we continued
on what we thought was just a pleasant drive through the park. Soon,
however, as we wound our way around
the foot of a mountain, it became
clear that the road ahead was climbing — steeply! With our tops down,
we were able to look way up and see
cars moving along ledges a couple of
thousand feet above our heads, and
before we knew it, we were driving our
MGBs on the Going-to-the-Sun Road.
This two-lane scenic highway, complet-

ed in 1932, is an engineering marvel
that has been designated a National
Historic Landmark. It is 50 miles of
jaw-dropping driving adventure, and
it really has to be experienced in a topdown sports car to be believed. (I’m
still smiling thinking about this drive!)
The road climbed to 6,640 feet
above sea level, well above the timberline and within easy view of glaciers.
Snow pack in July – not something you
see out East, that’s for sure. Topping
it all off was the sighting of a grizzly
bear. Far enough away not to be a danger to anyone (or their cars), but close
enough for a real good look, and we all
were thrilled.
Those are just some of the highlights of our great adventure. There are
times I still can’t believe I drove my ‘66
B across the country and back; but it
fully illustrates my belief that our MGs
are meant to be driven. If you’re not
putting some serious mileage on your
B or Midget every year, you’re missing
out on some serious fun.
Get in your car and drive it! The
more you drive it, the more you will
know it and trust it, and the more reliable it will be.
See you in Gatlinburg!

The “Going-to-the Sun Road” is carved into the terrain of Glacier National Park.
It has to be one of the best top-down MG roads anywhere in the world.
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Ring Around the Country in6,000
a ‘66 MGB
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Ring Around the Country

The MG invasion of a suburban Cleveland motel, as a caravan of cars makes its way
west across the country to MG 2005. Even the most humble motel was a welcome sight
after each full day of driving on the cross-country odyssey.
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Grand vistas like this at Glacier National Park in Montana are the reward for many
long hours of travel. Note the historic tour buses: Almost as much fun as an MG!
The heartland of the United
States is farmland. Lots of
flat farmland. The expanse
of “middle America” is
impressive not only for its
size, but for the fact that it
remains devoid of fences,
billboards, boundary markers, telephone poles or
trees. If you run off the road
around here, you’re more
likely to fall into something
before you hit anything.
As these photos show, our
caravan of MGs often had
the road to themselves.
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Ring Around the Country
Cascade Mountains - Washington

Old Faithful - Yellowstone - Wyoming
So many miles, so much varied and fantastic scenery to enjoy.
Below, two Harley girls enjoy the view of MGs on their way west. It would have been a
better photograph if they weren’t moving so fast.
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Partying with
the fun-loving
Madison British
Car Group

Elvin Davis with his brand-new
Madison MG Group shirt.

A gracious welcome
to Wisconsin with a
party hosted by the
Madison British Car
Group. They generously provided food,
drink, and even mechanical assistance
to the cross-country
travelers.

The women of the Madison British Car Group party
in their very own MG Club house.

Mike Slechta of the Madison
Group offers a few words.

Dawn Ferris of Madison relaxes
just outside the club house.

The famous Corn Palace in
downtown Mitchell, S.D.,
decorated with mosaic
scenes made from corn.
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Ring Around the Country

“RING AROUND THE COUNTRY”
CARAVAN TRAVELERS:
From left, posed at the edge of a cliff in
the Bandlands National Park:
Karl & Gail Schad, Dave & Eileen
Deutsch, Joe & Sharon Lamando, Bill
Cadden (down in front), Dan Griswold
(in back), Kim de Bourbon, LouAnn
Griswold, Barb & Larry Henle, Teri
(down in front) & Bob Walters, June
Ladden, Elvin Davis, and George Carrasquillo.
Missing from the photo are Alan and
Enid Patraka, and photographer
Charles de Bourbon.
Note that Kim is still wearing her radio
headset under her hat. With a range
of two to five miles on flat terrain, the
radios were instrumental in keeping
all of the travelers together. All cars
were resposible to convey approaching
obstacles, hazards, turns and, at times,
mechanical emergencies.
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Above: MGs travel on the edge of
the relatively flat prarie land. In
the photo, you can barely make
out the abrupt end of the flats. It
gives you a newfound respect for
the pioneers who came this way
in covered wagons. The relatively
easy trek across the plains ends at
the Badlands of South Dakoka.
Left: A gorgeous vista across the
Badlands, a most inhospitable
place to those who choose to walk
through it.
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Destined to discover the effects of altitude and prolonged mountainous climbs on their
MGs,
30 the group heads straight for the Rocky Mountains. MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

The big sky and the purple mountain majesty were formidable. Someone played the
Star
Banner over
the two-way radios as the group sped along.
31
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Ring Around the Country

On a crystal clear day, a picnic spot at Glacier National Park.
George Carrasquillo made friends with a couple of South Dakota cowboys. These guys
loved the MGs. George gave them a ride in his flamed 1976 MGB.
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MGs on their westward journey are dwarfed by looming canyon walls in Wyoming.
Travel through such rugged terrain was a beautiful and surreal adventure.

In Wyoming, a scenic pass on the way to Old Faithful in Yellowstone National Park.
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006
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Ring Around the Country

A couple of interesting signs on
the way out west.

Below, another spectacular view
on the Going-to-the-Sun Road in
Glacier National Park, Montana.
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Joe Lamando lost power heading up some of the
steep grades. It turned out be only a loose nut on
one of his rocker arms.
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MG International 2006
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Scenes in and around
Gatlinburg, Tenn., which
will host MG 2006 this June
21-25.
Events for the all-register international convention will be
held here and in the nearby
Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. If seeing hundreds and hundreds of MGs
of all kinds all in one place
isn’t enough for you, there’s
also golf, fishing, camping,
white water rafting, and hiking, and shopping.
Below are two scenes on
the road called “Tail of
the Dragon,” a thoroughly
twisted road just meant to be
enjoyed in an MG.
All photographs by Rick Ingram
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MG International 2006
Gatlinburg

Tail of the Dragon, Route 129, is
made up of 318 turns in 11 miles.

While the Tail of the
Dragon is the more
famous route, there are
also Little River Road,
Laurel Creek Road,
Parson Branch Road,
Newfound Gap Road,
and the Loop road
nearest to Gatlinburg.
Get a magnifying glass
and take a real close
look at this map. This
map is to scale.

base m ap provied by Us national park service

www.mg2006.com
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MG Caravan Management

How to Manage
a Long-Distance Caravan
and Live to Tell About It
By Kim de Bourbon
Keystone Region MG Club

T

hinking about making a longdistance trek to MG 2006 in
Gatlinburg this June?
Traveling in a caravan is a great
way to go. There’s safety in numbers,
of course, but it’s also tremendous fun.
Here are a few tips for those who
may have never traveled before in an
“MG pack.” Most of these ideas are
just stuff we’ve learned along the way
that make the experience easier. You
don’t have to plan the trip like it was
a military operation, but a little bit of
preparation goes a long way to make
sure everyone knows what to expect
and has a good time.
Two-way radios: It’s going to
be a better trip if every car has one,
so you can all stay in touch while
on the road. They only cost about
$30, and are easy to operate. Buy the
rechargeable kind, or bring two sets
of rechargeable batteries and a small
plug-in charger.
Motels: Take the time to rough out
an itinerary and book motels for the
group ahead of time. This will save
time, money, aggravation, and most
importantly, let everyone knows ahead
of time what to expect in terms of how
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

much time will be spent on the road
each day. (There’s nothing worse when
traveling with a large group than
having to negotiate with everyone over
where and when to stop.)
Booking before you go is well
worth the effort. Aside from being
able to wangle better room rates for
a group, it brings peace of mind and
lessens the stress at the end of a long
day of driving. Look for continental
breakfast service included in the room
rates. This really saves time and expense, and gets your group up and out
on time each morning.
Lunches: Consider picnicking
along the way. Everyone can find room
in their MG for a small personal cooler.
(This will be less of a concern if you’re
lucky enough to have a large “support
vehicle” traveling with you.) Pick up
sandwiches at delis or convenience
stores the night before or at gas stops
or grocery stores along the way. You’ll
eat healthier and cheaper, you can eat
whenever the mood strikes, and you
can enjoy some interesting scenic rest
stops along the way. There’s nothing
that sucks the fun out of a trip like
having to find a decent restaurant to
accommodate (or please!) your whole
group when you’re in unfamiliar territory.
Dinners: Once you have each
night’s motel reserved, ask for suggestions on nearby restaurants that could
accommodate your group at night, or
look online before you leave home.
Look for places with a relaxed atmo-
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sphere and a varied, interesting menu;
and – most importantly – ones that are
open late, which gives your group time
to relax and clean up after arriving
for the night. Once you reach your
motel, you can call ahead and reserve
space for your group. After a day on
the road, we’ve always enjoyed having
a decent sit-down dinner and talking
over the day’s adventure, although
some in your group may just want to
relax and eat on their own. Note: It’s
important to also “manage expectations” when it comes to the dinner
bill. Separate checks are not always
possible with a large group, so urge
everyone to be prepared with cash
to facilitate splitting the bill. We’ve
always found it easiest to just split the
bill evenly, but no matter what you do,
make sure the plan is established and
understood before everyone orders.
Daily departures: Each night,
establish a firm morning take-off time.
It’s best to do this when everyone is
standing in the motel lobby checking in. Expect to have a brief “driver’s
meeting” before take-off each morning
to glance at the map and outline the
day’s travel plans. IMPORTANT NOTE:
Make it clear that everyone needs to
be fed, packed, checked out, and have
a full fuel tank each morning BEFORE
take-off time. Keeping everyone’s fuel
tanks synchronized is important for
the efficiency of the trip, so everyone
fuels up at the same time.
“Bio” breaks: Plan to take a
rest stop (bathroom break) every two
hours. This should meet everyone’s
needs as far as leg-stretching and other
necessities go. (If there are Midgets in
your group, you’ll need to stop about
this often for fuel stops, anyway!)
We strongly recommend everyone
adopt a personal policy of “go whenever you can.” The two-way radios are
really essential in cases of biological
emergencies.
The caravan: Keeping all the MGs
in your pack together is something of
an art form. It can be difficult anytime you have more than four or five
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MGs traveling together. It’s fairly easy
on the open interstates, of course, but
more difficult when you find yourself
in towns with traffic and lights.
Some tips: The group leader must
radio back instructions as to turns and
exits coming up, to make sure everyone knows where to go. The car at the
back of the pack needs to be responsible to make sure everyone ahead of
him makes the proper turns. When
traveling through a congested area,
don’t panic about staying together.
The leader can pull over at the first
available spot on the other side of
town, and wait until everyone makes it
through and the caravan can regroup.
Emphasize that everyone should drive
safely, and not do silly things like
follow too closely or run red lights or
cause traffic hazards just to keep up
with the caravan. It’s very unlikely
anyone will get separated from the
group and lost.
Even should you get out of radio
range, most people will be carrying cell phones, so it shouldn’t be a
problem to reconnect. If all else fails,
everyone in the caravan should have a
copy of the printed itinerary.
Itinerary/roster sheet: Prepare a
simple “hand out” to distribute before
the trip. Include the following: Itinerary for each day on the road, with
the name, address, phone number,
directions, and information about
each night’s motel. Include the mileage between points, so everyone knows
how long a drive they’re in for each
day. Also include a roster of everyone
who will be traveling in your group,
if everyone doesn’t know each other.
List their names, the town they are
from, cell phone numbers, the year/
color/make of MG, and license plate
number.
There are other things you can
do to make your caravanning more
enjoyable if you wish, such as organize
which spare parts or tools each car
will carry or even the order of the cars.
Give it a try – I know you’ll enjoy the
experience!
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Fort Meigs Car Show

The Lake Erie British Car Club held its seventh annual show
last June at Fort Meigs in Perrysburg, Ohio.

By Tony Shoviak
Lake Erie British Car Club

O

n a hot, sunny June 5, 2005,
the Lake Erie British Car Club
hosted its seventh annual
car show at the recently restored Fort
Meigs in Perrysburg, Ohio.
This was our fifth year at Fort
Meigs, and it turned out to be a great
one, with more than 183 British vehicles in attendance. Of the 68 MGs
that were there, 45 were MGBs and six
were Midgets. Participants received a
NAMGBR flyer and application in their
goody bags.
The participants had an opportunity to take a tour of the fort (War
of 1812 era) and museum. They also
had a chance to take the challenging
British Car Quiz (which is a tongue-incheek look at our cars and the King’s
English) and visit vendors like Jeff
and Jan Zorn of the Little British Car
Co. and Ted Schumaker of TSI. Participants also saw some new Triumph
motorcycles courtesy of Northcoast
Motorcycle of Rossford, Ohio, and ate a
great lunch from one of our local food
vendors.
Awards were handed out in 27
classes and the Bs and Midgets did
well, taking home 16 trophies.
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CLASS WINNERS
1963-67 first place:
		
Tony Shoviak 1966 MGB
Award of Excellence:
Bob Kerstetter 1967 MGB
1968-69 Award of Excellence:
Ted Barron 1969 MGB
		
1970-72 first place:
Rod Barkley 1972 MGB
		
Award of Excellence:
Steve Holliday 1972 MGB-GT
Award of Excellence:
Harvey Liechti 1971 MGB-GT V8
1973-74 first place:
Jim Brandt 1973 MGB
		
Award of Excellence:
Jim Manning 1973 MGB
		
Jim Walker 1973 MGB
1975-77 first place:
		
Jim Fisher 1977 MGB-V8
Award of Excellence:
Polly Alvarez 1977 MGB
		
Award of Excellence:
Von Werder 1976 MG Midget 1500
1978-80 first place:
Art Shippey 1979 MGB
		
Award of Excellence:
Bruce Larsen 1979 MGB
		
Award of Excellence:
William Oliver 1980 MGB V8
Award of Excellence:
Dave Snyder 1980 MGB Limited
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Fort Meigs Car Show
While many members put in
many hours of labor, some members
deserve special recognition. One is my
5-year-old daughter, who assembled
six British car show fliers and Tony
Burgess’s British car event calendar
into 220 paper-clipped packets for the
goody bags. You would be surprised
how many non-auto related businesses
made a donation when I sent my 87year-old father, Ray Shoviak, to pay
them a visit.
Polly and Roy Alverez and Polly’s
parents, Art and Laura Shippey, did a
lot of work organizing the car classes
and setting up the car show field.
Many thanks to Ted Barron for his superbly etched trophies. (Ted has made
trophies for many British car show
events, so you may wish to contact him
if you are having a show).
Special thanks go to Stan and
Carol Fingerhut for their willingness
to manage both the club and show.
We are also grateful for the support
and the benefits of being an affiliated
chapter of the North American MGB
Register, which helped make our show
possible.
The Lake Erie British Car Club will
sponsor this year’s show on Sunday,
June 4, at Fort Meigs. So mark you
calendars now.
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www.universitymotorsltd.com
(616) 682-0500

Earn Your Degree in MGineering! Join over 1300 fellow MG enthusiasts
who are University Motor graduates at our 2006 Technical Seminars,
our 23rd in a series. February classes include two day seminars in
which you rebuild your own component: - MGA or T-Series Gearbox
rebuild, Carburetter Rebuild, Four Synchro Gearbox rebuild, Front
Suspension Rebuild. Two days seminars also include a sheet metal
class by Carl Heideman of Eclectic Motorworks (Holland, MI), and
the assembly of an XPEG engine (from individual parts to a running
engine in two days!). Three day seminars include the MG Mechanical
Seminar (service, lubrication, tuning, and repair of MGs); and an MGB
Restoration Seminar. No matter which MG model you own, we can help
train you for home service and restoration!
www. UniversityMotorsLtd.com
John H Twist, 0-101, Founding Chairman of NAMGBR.
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North American Council of MG Registers

E

stablished July 11, 1993, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada
Jan. 29, 2002 – Incorporated
in the State of Ohio as a not-for-profit
organization.

Mission Statement

• Publicize dates of events of interest to MG enthusiasts so that conflicts
are minimized.
• Provide a forum for the exchange of information among MG
Registers, Centres, Clubs & Associations throughout North America.
• Make a recommendation to the
MG Car Club-UK on the awarding of
the Nuffield Cup to a North American
club.

Events

• MG International 1996 – Indianapolis, Ind.
• MG International 2001 – An MG
Odyssey, St. Paul, Minn.
• MG International 2006 – A
Driving Experience in the Smokies,
Gatlinburg, Tenn.

2006 Representatives

• North American MGA Register
Tim Coyne, Chairman

• North American MGB Register
Richard Liddick, Vice Chairman

• American MGC Register
Keith Sanders, Chairman

• North American MMM Register .
Bill Tantau, Chairman,
Tom Metcalf, Delegate

• New England MG ’T’ Register, Ltd.,
Hank Rippert, Chairman Emeritus
• Executive Director: Rick Ingram
• Treasurer: Tony Burgess

Planning for MG 2006

Council members began an active
search for the location of the 2006 MG
International event in the fall of 2003
via monthly conference calls. Helms
Briscoe Professional Meeting Services
supported the Council’s efforts with
site recommendations based on historical data compiled from the two previous Council-sponsored events.
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The first on-site meeting took
place in Pigeon Forge, Tenn., on March
12-14, 2004. Council members were
hosted by the Pigeon Forge Visitors Bureau and Helms Briscoe. The Council
received formal presentations from
Helms Briscoe and their housing and
registration representatives. Afternoon
and evening sessions included hotel
tours and potential car display sites.
Heavy area traffic, higher accommodations costs, and area logistics,
caused the Council to re-think Pigeon
Forge for the 2006 site, but it was
agreed that the Council would employ
the professional services of Helms
Briscoe.
Helms Briscoe, on the Council’s
request, proceeded with a site search
in Gatlinburg, Tenn., which produced
positive results. The Council would
have more than 1,300 rooms in six adjoining properties with favorable rates
in the $60 to $104 price range, which
would accommodate all participants.
Several Council members traveled to Gatlinburg to inspect all of the
hotel properties as well as potential car
display sites. Their collective report to
the Council resulted in a firm Council
commitment on the Gatlinburg location during the summer of 2004.
All Council members convened in
Gatlinburg on April 22-24, 2005. Every
hotel property was inspected with each
respective manager. Arrangements for
vendor areas, registration, bus tours,
car display, trailer parking, awards
banquet, self guided driving tours, and
individual Register events were put in
motion during this working weekend.
Through the second half of 2005,
the Council has conducted monthly
conference calls and on Aug. 26, the
MG2006 official website went “live” for
registrations. As of Jan. 1, more than
600 of the 1,300 reserved rooms have
been booked for June 21-25, 2006.
All Council members will participate in one final site inspection on
March 24-26 in preparation for MG
International 2006 – A Driving Experience in the Smokies!
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Registrars of the NAMGBR
MGB Registrar
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
1967 MGB/GT Special Registrar
Marcham Rhoade
P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@cox.net

Midget Registrar
D Zimmerman
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, OH 44240
(330) 678-9394
mg-rootes@sbcglobal.net

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
1806 Hazard St.
Houston, TX 77019
phillip.smith@bcm.tmc.edu

1974½ MGB Registrar
Steve Harding
1913D Darby Rd.
Havertown, PA 19083
(610) 446-2073
mgbgt1@hotmail.com

MGB V8 Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430
Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull-Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar
Scott Williams
501 N.E. Emmett St.
Topeka, KS 66616
(785) 234-8101
mg1100@oldertech.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
JDeagan@aol.com
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The Marque of Friendship
1929-1936
North American MMM Register

Box 727 • St. Helena, CA 94574
707 / 963-2313

1935-1955 Pre-War • T-Series • Y Type
The New England MG ‘T’ Register
PO Box 1957 • Cary, NC 27512
704 / 544-1253

1956-1962 MGA • ZA • ZB
The North American MGA Register

7522 S.E. 152nd, Portland, OR 97236
namgar_registrar@msn.com

1963-1980 MGB • Midget • 1100/1300
The North American MGB Register
PO Box 69 • Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
800 / NAMGBR-1

1968-1969 MGC
American MGC Register

2809 Copter Rd. • Pensacola, FL 32514
850 / 478-3171
45
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British V8 2006
By Dan Masters
V8 Registrar

G

et two for one! Everyone loves
a bargain, don’t they? Well,
here’s your chance for a really
great deal – come to Townsend, Tenn.,
on June 18-21 for the British V8 meet,
and then stay on through June 24
for the mega-MG meet, MG 2006, in
nearby Gatlinburg.
How’s that for a “sweetheart”
deal? Two great events for the price
of one trip — and with today’s gasoline prices, that could be a significant
savings — and taking only a week’s
vacation time.
Townsend is just a short and very
scenic drive from Gatlinburg through
the Smokies, so you could, if you prefer, stay in one location for the entire
week, although you’d miss a lot of the
parking lot camaraderie if you do.
By now, we all know about the
events planned for MG 2006, and we
are all looking forward to this event.
But what about the British V8
meet? Well, here are some of the activities we have planned:

We plan to start Sunday evening
with a welcoming cookout at the host
motel, and end on Wednesday with
a catered barbecue and a bluegrass
concert. First thing Monday morning
we’ll be taking a drive to the top of the
Smokies, with a picnic alongside the
Little River on the way back, so plan
on arriving Sunday afternoon if you
can, as you don’t want to miss any of
the fun.
Don’t forget the “Tail of the Dragon”! You don’t want to miss this world
renowned stretch of highway, with its
318 curves in only 11 miles. This road
is so much fun that people come from
all over the world just to drive on it.
For more information on this
meet, please check the British V8 web
site at www.britishv8.org or contact me
at danmas@charter.net, or 865-9829373.
If you have a V8 MG, or if you
want one, or if you have a V6 MG,
or want one, or if you just like to see
modified MGs, come on down and be
prepared to have a grand time.

• Meet Roger Williams, author of
many books on British sports cars,
including “How To Give Your MGB V8
Power.”
• Scenic dinner cruise on a paddlewheel river boat
• Picnic by the Little River
• An organized drive to the top of the
Smoky Mountains.
• Live bluegrass band at a “Down
Home” barbecue
• Early morning breakfast run
• Trip to Tuckaleechee Caverns
• Driving tour of Cade’s Cove
• Tame the “Tail of the Dragon”
• Autocross
• Swap meet/parts auction
• Tech sessions
• Vendor displays
• Show & Tell
• And more
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Valve Covers

By John Twist

F

with a plug and wire hose clamp in
1968 and 1969.
The charcoal absorption canister
was first fitted in 1970. At this point
the oil filler cap became sealed (forcing
all ventilation through the canister)
and in about 1972, at the introduction
of the 18V engines the last valve cover
with the rear facing ventilation tube
appeared. From 1970 through 1980 the
oil filler cap was sealed.
There are several interesting
things to note about these valve covers.
The earlier covers have riveted
patent and MG plates (as seen in the
photos). The earliest MGA cover did
not have guides for the inside of the
valve cover gasket – the addition of
those little strips made for a secure fitment of the valve cover gasket.
The later covers also have an extra
piece of metal spot welded to the inside
of their length. This reduces the noise
otherwise transmitted from the valve
cover.
In 1970, when the ventilation tube
was connected to the charcoal adsorption canister, the orifice at the end of
the tube was restricted to a very small
diameter – something like 5/64.”

rom the introduction of the MGA
in 1956 to the end of production
in 1980, the B series engine used
five different valve covers, each with a
different combination of oil filler caps
and ventilation tubes.
The MGA cover had a sealed oil
filler cap, a metal one. The ventilation
tube was a short vertical tube at the
left front. This was connected to a tube
which traveled to the front air cleaner.
During idle, fresh air is drawn into
the engine from the oil draught tube,
through the engine, out the valve cover
tube, and into to the air cleaner – the
fumes to be burned up during combustion.
During operation the air reversed
direction, entering the engine from
the air cleaner and pulled out of the
engine from the oil draught tube
hanging just below the bottom of the
engine.
The early MGB valve cover was
very nearly the same as the MGA.
It had a sealed oil filler cap, again a
metal one. The ventilation tube was
bent over at more than 90° and routed
to the front air cleaner. This was fitted
to the 18G and 18GS engines.
At the introduction of the
Smith’s PCV valve in 1964,
the 18GA engine, the oil filler
cap was no longer sealed but
ventilated. There were no
ventilation tubes on the valve
cover.
Then, at the introduction
of the first “smog” engines
in 1968, the valve cover with
the ventilation tube pointing right was used. The 1968
engines still used the Smith’s
PCV valve so the oil filler cap
was ventilated, as it continued to be in 1969 when the
PCV venting was changed
MGA valve cover
from the intake manifold to
the carburetters. The tube
at the right rear was capped
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MGB 1962-63

MGB 1964-67

MGB 1968-71

MGB 1972-80

A guide to valve cover types
Picture

Model & Year

Engine

Oil filler Cap

Ventilation

1

MGA

15/16GA

Metal – Sealed

vertical tube

2
3

MGB 62-63
MGB 64-67
MGB 68-69
MGB 70-71
MGB 72-80

18G 18GS
18GA 18GB
18GF GH
18GD GJ GK
18V

Metal – Sealed
Plastic – Vented
Plastic –Vented
Plastic – Sealed
Plastic – Sealed

110° tube
None
Right Rear (capped)
Right Rear
Facing Rear

4
5

There is form and there is function. Function demands that the correct PCV system is in
use. Many B-series engines have ended up with mismatched canisters, valve covers and
oil filler caps.
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Technical Talk
By John Twist
NAMGBR Technical Coordinator
John,
I have a 1979 Midget. How on
earth do you get the number one cylinder spark plug out? The socket will not
insert as it is right behind the alternator.
Thanks in advance, Kyle Yencer
Kyle!
You have to move the alternator!
Handy, isn’t it? Remember that this is
a Triumph engine shoehorned into an
MG with all the associated pollution
control equipment. Even loosening the
alternator can be a task. When refitting the alternator, use the longest fan
belt you can get.
You know, we have a 3/8” drive
13/16” socket that we’ve cut down
specifically for fitting this application.
Hope this helps!
John,
I need recommendation for oil (viscosity, type, etc.) for my ‘80B and ‘52 TD. I
store them from late November to early
spring. I really enjoyed the Summer Party!
Thanks.
Bob Hughes, Stanwood, Mich.
Bob!
We use Castrol 20W/50 GTX for
all engines, TC through MGB LE. You
should use 80/90 gear oil in the TD
gearbox and that same 20W/50 GTX
in the MGB gearbox. Use 80/90 hypoid gear oil in the differential on the
TD and MGB – and the same in the
rack and pinion. I used to use engine
oil (factory specification) for the carburetor dampers, but have now changed
to that much heavier 80/90 gear oil.
Be sure to use some moth balls during
those winter storage months!
John,
I just took compression readings on
my 1971 MGB 1800V engine. My readings
show 110 psi across all piston cylinders
(engine warm) with absolutely no variance
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John Twist
Technical
Coordinator
MGB Driver
between cylinders. My question: I believe
that 130 psi is the proper compression
pressure for my engine. Is 110 psi acceptable compression or would you suggest
replacing the piston rings? Is it a requirement to take the engine out to replace
the piston rings? I am also planning on
replacing the current head with a new
one. Will a new cylinder head improve the
compression pressure also?
Sincerely, Doug Pohlod
Doug!
You have no need to fret! The imperative here is that the cylinders have
consistent compression. That they do,
so you’re in great shape. The maximum variation suggested by most
good engine tuners is 10 percent.
Now about the actual figure.
There is a “static compression” calculated from the displacement and the
size of the cylinder head. Say that’s
8:1. Atmospheric pressure is about 15
psi. So, 8 x 15 = 120, less the 15 we
started with, leaves a static compression of 105 psi.
But, there are many more factors
at play. First is the cam. The inlet
valve doesn’t close until 52 degrees
AFTER Bottom Dead Center, on the
compression stroke. So if you were
turning the engine over by hand, the
piston would have traveled 52 degrees
with the inlet valve open building
up no compression! If the engine is
stone cold, then not much heat will be
generated, but if the engine is warm,
the heat of the compressed air will be
greater. It is the heat of the compressed
air which pushes the compression to
those figures higher than the “static
compression.”
MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

Then there is the accuracy of the
gauge you’re using. If it’s an old unit,
purchased for little, it may not be very
true. If it’s new and expensive, the
readings may be better. How many
times did you spin the engine? Twice?
Twelve times?
Doug, the CRITICAL function here
is consistency! You have consistency.
You have great compression. Hope this
helps!
John,
I just purchased a 1977 MGB that is
in really nice shape. However, the overdrive
was not hooked up and the tranny had
some shifting issues. So I had it rebuilt.
Now the tranny shifts smoothly, but the
overdrive (also overhauled) is not “hooked
up.” I had to ship the tranny out of town
to be done. No one around here knows
how to rewire the overdrive. Can you help?
I bought the wiring harness (it’s really
confusing).
According to my limited shop manual,
it looks like the wiring harness has two
independent runs – one for the overdrive
and one for backup lights. I don’t think my
car has backup lights. I am afraid to guess
at the “right” way to do it, in that if the
overdrive is engaged and I put it in reverse
I could damage the overdrive. Hope you
can help.
P.S. - I had the engine overhauled
and noticed driving it home that the RPM
level in 4th gear at 65 mph was lower. Is
this because of the large cylinder bore? It
really makes me wonder if the overdrive is
needed.
Thanks, Butch Lindsey
Butch!
I would expect to find your tach
reading about 3500 rpm at about 65
mph in 4th gear. In overdrive the engine speed will drop to about 2800.
The overdrive wiring as originally
fitted is very complicated, that’s for
sure! You can make it simpler, but I
wonder if you can do this easily now
that the OD is installed in the car.
One of the switches is the least accessible electrical component in the vehicle!
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Power comes down to the OD in
an unfused WHITE wire as part of the
gearbox loom. Sometimes this is a
separate wire from the gearbox loom
(which carries GREEN and GREEN/
BROWN for the reverse lights). The
reverse switch is located on the RH side
of the intermediate housing, just above
the cross member.
There are two switches in the
OD circuit. Both have to be closed for
the OD to work. One is the overdrive
switch on the gearlever and the other
is the 4th gear lockout switch.
You need to run the power to the
4th lockout switch, then from the 4th
lockout switch to the gearlever switch,
and then from the gearlever switch
to the solenoid. Do not reconnect the
TCSA wiring, as it’s unnecessary.
Give me a call. We can work
through this more easily on the phone.
If you do not have a good diagram of
the wiring I’ll fax you one and we’ll go
from there.
John,
I talked with you on the phone about
my 79B master brake cylinder and the
repair kits. Just as you said, I did have an
O-ring stuck in the cylinder by the pressure
differential unit.
When that O-ring came out, a plastic
sleeve also came out. Where on the pressure differential unit does the plastic sleeve
go in regards to that O-ring that I had to
hook out?
Question 2: Is there a brass washer
needed when refitting the pressure
warning switch to the brake cylinder?
None came in the repair kit or with
the new warning switch.
Question 3: After putting the unit
back on the car and hooking up all the
brake lines, when we go to bleed the lines
brake fluid drips from the pressure warning switch. What am I doing wrong?
I really appreciate your time and assistance. I truly enjoy working on the B,
but get frustrated when things don’t go as
expected.
Thanks again,
Bob Jucovics
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Bob!
The warning light switch is not
designed to hold back brake fluid pressure. If there is a problem with that
shuttle valve, fluid will drip out of the
switch.
There are two types of shuttle
valves. Each requires a different
diameter O-ring. Either you fitted the
wrong O-rings, or you sheared or cut
one of the O-rings on re-installation.
You will need only to remove the master cylinder, remove the shuttle valve,
and carefully examine the O-rings.
Also study the diagram that came with
the master cylinder kit.
After you have fitted the correct
O-rings, or, after you have purchased
new O-rings to replace the sheared
one(s), refit the master cylinder, bleed
it, and THEN fit the brake warning
light switch.
Care, cleanliness, patience, and
assembly lube (we use Sli-glide from
NAPA) are all-important when rebuilding this master cylinder.
BTW, if you have discarded the
information about the O-rings and
plastic sleeve, I can fax you a copy. Let
me know.
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Tech Talk

John Twist at a videotaping session at the
Import-Replicar Nationals in Carlisle, Pa.
NOTE: John Twist will be pleased to
answer your technical query by phone.
The technical hour is 1-2 p.m. EST,
Monday through Friday. Call (616) 6820800 or you can send him an e-mail at:
johntwist@universitymotorsltd.com.
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MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

53

Our Valued Supporters
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56

MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

MGB DRIVER–March/April 2006

57

Sell • Seek • Swap!

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register

Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good standing — please,
no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name, address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing..
Business or other ads may run here by arrangement with Peter Cosmides, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front cover.) Ads will be run for two issues, space allowing. The Register
retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown at the
end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1980 MGB – White/Grey; Totally restored; OD, black cloth top, new windshield, new luggage rack, minilites;
asking $8500; (508) 995-4644 E-mail:
roger@cantorealty.com MA
1952 MGTD – Excellent condition;
20K miles since restoration; Charlotte, NC; (704) 573-3231 E-mail:
danandjo@juno.com NC
1973 MGB – Excellent condition;
62K miles; asking $5500; St Michaels, MD; (410) 745-6664 E-mail:
gcrollefson@msn.com MD
1973 Midget – Red/Black; rebuilt
engine, transmission, front-end; factory hardtop; Gulf Breeze, FL; asking
$6000; (850) 932-9868 FL
1974 1⁄2 MGB/GT – Tundra Green; OD;
once owned and restored by Bob Mason; show winner and great interstate
cruiser; asking $15,000; (850) 9329868 FL
1974 1⁄2 MGB – White; 3rd in class at
2004 UM Summer Party; good driver;
asking $4500; (248) 960-2296 E-mail:
ejdavis2@peoplepc.com MI
1980 MGB – Brown/Brown w/white
piping. Celica wheels; gold LE stripes;
great shape and runs well; asking
$4500; St Louis, MO (314) 426-1600 or
mgdoc@sbcglobal.net MO
1974 MGB – BRG; minor rust but runs
well; interior in excellent condition.
My husband loved this car and drove
it everywhere. Since his passing I
continue to drive it and take care of
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it, but it belongs to someone who will
give it the TLC is needs. Asking $5000
(845) 985-7665 or jandl222@yahoo.
com NY
1955 MGTF – professionally restored
with over $92,000 in receipts – a
ground up restoration with no expense
spared. (559) 431-6159 CA
Unique 1960 Teardrop Trailer with Lucas
lamps on the fenders and a Lucas
license/tail lamp. Pictures by e-mail
request. $4000 (209) 948-8767 or
sjnnock@aol.com CA

PARTS SOUGHT
Decent pair of MkI GT fenders, uppers
most important, lowers rust OK. Port
Perry, ON; Andy Hertzberg at andy_
hertzberg@porchlight.ca

SERVICES OFFERED

MG Service and Restoration!
Drive, tow, or ship your MG to University Motors for high quality service or
repairs. We can attend to your entire
MG or just a single component. Our
MGB Complete Lubrication costs $475.
Our brilliantly clean and polished
MGB HS carbs are $575; MGB HIF
carbs are $655. We can attend to your
soft top, your chrome, your engine, or
your brakes. I bought my first MG in
1968, and I’ve been working on MGs
since! John Twist (#0-101), University
Motors Ltd, 6490 Fulton Street East,
Ada, MI 49301; PH: 616 682 0800 or
www.UniversityMotorsLtd.com
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Where 2 ‘B
Please check that information is up-to-date before departing to the meet. The Register
encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to MGB Driver. Information must
include date, location, and contact phone number.
Please submit events at least three months in advance to the MGB Driver Editor,.
5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or email mgslime@swbell.net

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2006
March 25 – New Orleans British Car Show (yes it’s still on!), Elmwood, LA 		
• (985) 966-0492 or e-mail editor@bmcno.org
April 1-2 —Missouri Endurance Rally & Mini-Missouri Trial, St Louis, MO 		
• (314) 995-8664 or e-mail mgslime@swbell.net
May 6 —Britfest 2006, Succasunna, NJ
• (201) 796-8648 or c.tregidgo@att.net
May 12 —19th British Car Gathering, Townsend, TN,
• (865) 977-9410 or e-mail mgarl4000@aol.com
May 13 —Cecil Kimber Run, New Jersey/Pennsylvania
• (908) 713-6251 or www.mgdriversclub.com
May 26-28 —Champagne British Car Show, Champaign, IL
• mowog1@aol.com
June 2-4 —25th Anniversary MG Vintage Racers Celebration, Tulsa, OK, 		
• (817) 431-8559 or e-mail YATESS@peoplepc.com
June 4 —Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ
• (908) 713-6251
June 4 —Ft Meigs British Car Show, Perrysburg, OH
June 9 —Summer Tour 2006, Donnelly, ID,
• (208) 342-6255 or e-mail tr6driver@msn.com
June 9-11 —Open Roads British Car Show, Lake Tahoe, NV,
• (408) 541-9608 or e-mail jtrifari@comcast.net
June 10 —Heartland MG Show, Kansas City, MO
• www.heartlandmg.com
June 11 —13th British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA
• (610) 847-5988 or email termglr@epix.net • www.keystonemg.com
June 18-21 —2006 British V8 Meet, Townsend, TN (near Gatlinburg MG 2006)
• www.britishv8.org
June 22-26 —MG 2006, Gatlinburg, TN. The all-MG Register event.
• Rick Ingram, mowog1@aol.com • www.mg2006.com
July 11 —The British are Coming Car Show, Great River, NY
• www.mgcars.org/mgcclic/
July 15 —MG Polo Match & Car Show, Bucks County, PA
• www.tinicumpolo.org or (908) 996-3321
Aug 19-20 —Grand Lake Tour XIV Endurance Rally
• rick.verhey@sbcglobal.net
• mowog1@aol.com or (217) 469-2007
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Heading west on a cool July afternoon.

Sharon & Joe Lamando
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