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It's been seven and a half years
ince I joined the Driver staff. And
bout 40,000 MG miles, two engine
ebuilds, a gearbox rebuild, and a
ront suspension rebuild. Plus a cou11ecomputers and a transition from
he film and mechanical cameras I
rew up with to the digitul/eIectronic
ystems of photography and graphic
design we have come to utilize in the
ever evolving process of producing
this publication.
The constant process of learnng and utilizing new technology is a
clscinating endeavor and I marvel at
LOWfur we have come. Both in autonotive matters and publishing.
But there's a bunch of MG
~rojectsaround here I just haven't
been able lo find time to get to, so
've come to realize it's time to hang
~pmy keyboard and grab a wrench,
hift gears so I can get to spend some
nore time in the garage again.

Tonry

Kim

Editor

MGB Drlver

CL

-

'\-"

Robert Rushing is stepping up to
fill the editorial chair, and we could
not want for a more d~dicatedor
talented enthusiast to do so.
So I'd like to express my heartfelt
Thanks to the Officers, Coordinators,
Registrars and most of all, Fellow
Members of this wonderful organization for allowing me to have a great
time working with you all to produce
the MGB Driver.
See you on down the road! @

Kim
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Beautiful Ken Smith photos!

-Th-iiiikian's Chat
s I look out my window I see
only a lew remaining leaves on
the maple tree in my yard. It's
the tell-tale sign that another spectacular MG driving season is coming to
a n end here in the North. It's the time
of year when we can look back on the
adventures had a n d start planning
for new ones for next year.
There were no thousand-mileplus runs this year for my cars, since
the big MGB event, MG 2004, was
only 60 miles away in Parsippany,
New Iersey. MG 2005 in Olympia,
Washington, will more than make up
for the miles not driven this year.
Eileen a n d I took advantage of
the vacation time that was not spent
in the cockpit of a n MG a n d traveled
to Puerto Rico for a little R&R. 1 gotta
laugh though, cause the reason most
people go on a vacation like this is to
lay on a beach or sip pina coladas by
the hotel pool.
Not us. Five days put more than
600 miles on our rent-a-car. We took
in the subterranean caverns of Rio
Camuy Cave Park, the El Yunque
Rain Forest, toured the Bacardi Rum
Factory, gambled in the Hyatt Dorado
Beach Casino and spend a n evening
in Old San Juan.We did get a few
hours of beach time in, as well.
Other noteworthy events uttended this year were: the Connecticut
MG Club's "British by the Sea," the
New England MG Car Club's "Almost
Downeast Lobsterbake," MGCC-Long
Island Centre's "The British Are Coming!!!" and "Vctnderbilt Concours,"
The "British Invasion" of Stowe,
Vermont, the MGs of Baltimore Ltd's
"MGs on the Rocks" and the Philadelphia MG Club's "Brits at Mercer."
Just this past Sunday (Halloween)
we wrapped up our driving season
with MGCC-LIC's Annual Fall Foliage
Run. It brought out 60-plus cars from
the MG club along with the local
Mini, Austin Healey, Triumph and
Corvette Clubs participating. The
weather turned absolutely perfect for

the day. We traveled along 60 miles
of Long Island's "Gold Coast" in two
hours and ended up at a very nice
eatery for a late lunch.
In this issue you'll read a11 about
the Annual Gcneral Meeting (AGM),
so I won't get into too much about
that here. I wish 1 had more time to
spend with the MGCC - Northwest
Centre folks, but my work schedule
had me flying in late on Friday and
out early on Sunday. I did get to say
"hello" to Paul Shaffer from the Late
Show with David Letterman, who was
on the plane for the flight out.
1 knew that Tony and Lynne
Burgess and D and Bob Zimmerman
were truveling out from Ohio but
was pleasantly surprised by Kim a n d
Charles de Bourbon's attendance.
They made a lasl minute decision to
make the trip over from Pennsylvania. We had a small but wonderful
group of folks from MGCC - NWC
and several folks from the Canadian
Classic MG Club join us for Saturday's
meeting and dinner following. 1
thank MG Car Club - Long Island
Centre for offsetting my expenses
for this trip by presenting me with a
$200 check.
The plans for MG 2005, "The
Great Northwest MG Adventure" are
quickly coming together. The website at www.mg2005.com hus been
redone.
One of my MGs, along with two
more MG Car Club - Long Island
Centre MGs and one Keystone Region
(PA) MG are already commited to
making the 3,000 mile trek. I've

heard from several other folks about
meeting up with us along the way.
Anybody interested in hooking up
with us can contact me. We'll be leaving the East Coast on or about June
30 and arriving in Olympia on July 6.
The route will run parallel to Interstate 80, Route 90 and Route 94 with
approximately 450 miles covered
each day.
The Seattle Tacoma Airport is less
than a n hour away from Olympia,
so I hope that those who may not be
able to do the road trip will consider
flying in for the event.
I want to welcome Richard Liddick a s our newly elected Vice Chairman and thank Nick Pappas for his
service in the position over the last
three years. About three weeks before
the AGM I got a call from Kim Tonry,
letting me know that he was stepping
down from the position of MCB Driver
Editor. He has done a n absolutely
fantastic job for the last eight years.
[ know thut he feels comfortable
handing the wheel to Robert Rushing
a n d made it very clear that he will be
around for support as long as needed.
We also welcome Bill Hawkins
from Raleigh, North Carolina a s
our new Original Owner's Registrar.
While it is never pleasant to have
members of the administration
vacate their positions, it is the appointment of new people that keep
NAMGBR fresh with new ideas and
personalities.

I would like to take a little space
to mention, recognize and thank a
few, long time members. who are
often taken for granted.
Ken Smith, Bob Mason and Ron
Tugwell are what I consider to be,
North American MGB Register's Elder
Statesmen. The average age of our
membership increases with each
passing year and I just want these
gentlemen to know that everything
they have done for the MG Enthusiast
Community is very much appreciated
and has not gone unnoticed.
While at the AGM, I was very
proud to read a letter from Brian G.
Woodhams, MG Car Club of England's Overseas Director, informing
us that NAMGBR is the 2004 recipient
of the prestigious America's Nuffield
Trophy. This is a great honor and a
credit to all members of our orgunization. I have also received a letter
from the North American Council of
MG Registers' Executive Director, Rick
Ingram, congratulating us for this
accomplishment.
In closing, I want to remind
you that this is my last year as your
Chairman. It's not too early to start
thinking about running for this position. If you think this maybe something for you, please contact me for
details on what this position requires.
Safety Fast,

David Oeutsch O

From the Vice-Lha~rman

Annual General Meeting

ell, in Ihe words of Jerry Garcia, "What a long strange
trip it's been." Who would
have thought that the simple act of
buying a MG Midget back in 1986
would lead to this? That is, president
of my local club and vice-chairman of
the North American MGB Register.
I'd like to thank you for huving
Richard G.
faith in me to do this job and I look
Liddick
forward to your input.
Vice Chairman
Since I was first approached
NAMGBR
about the vice-chair position, I took
the job very s e r i o ~ s l y a s k i nmyself,
~
"lsn't there somebody else that could
include any of their local write-ups in
do this better than me?" I thought
MGB Driver.
about all of the other talented memI a m enthusiastic about NAMGBR
bers of the register and why weren't
and I would love to see more involvethey stepping up to the plate. 1 was
ment, more input from the members
ruther disappointed that there was
and the affiliated local chapters, a n d
not any competition for the job. Are
more NAMGBR sanctioned regional
you not that interested in who is runevents. It was great seeing the MG
ning the organization? This is after
spirit in the members of MG Car Club
all the only national MGB club that is Central jersey Centre at this year's
run by the members.
convention -they worked hard and
As you may be aware, one of my
put on a nice event. Next year's event
jobs as vice-chair is to act a s a liaison
in Olympia, Washington, promises
with the affiliated chapters a n d the
to be great also and I a m looking
Register. I will be sending out a letter
forward to attending. I know we are
to our affiliate chapters shortly asking all getting older, grayer (balder) and
that they include me in their newsletfatter, and some of our cars have a
ter mailings and reminding them that little more rust, but we are still the
I need a n updated list of their membest MGB, Midget and 1100/1300
bership and officers at the beginning
organization out there. @
of each yem. In addition they should
r--c
~ U L ~T L
U ~YL ,
be sending Robert Rushing a'copy
Richard 6.Liddick
of their newsletters so that he may

North American MGB Register Chairman David Deutsch, center, ?resides over the
2004 Annual General Meeting in Olympia, Washingon. At right 1s NAMGBR Secretary D Zimmerman. At left is John Taylor, president of the M G Car Club - Northwest
Centre, the host club for both the AGM and next year's MG 2005 convention.

Minutes of the 2004
Annual General Meeting
of the North American MGB Reaister
Oct. 23, 2004 Red Lion ~ o t e i ~
Olympia, Washington
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he meeting was "'led to order
at ':06
by David Deutscht
Chairman. There were 22 mem2rs present for the meeting. Chairman Deutsch asked the attendees
to introduce themselves and what
club or clubs they belonged to. He
also asked that everyone sign the
attendance sheet which was passed
around.
Chairman Deutsch updated the
members a s to the background of the
Register for the past 14 years, and
the last year, with the color issue of
the MGB Driver just coming out. He
also introduced Kim and Charles
de Bourbon as the new graphic and
layout artists. He also explained some
hlC B DRlVFiK-November:Deuemher 2001

of the changes and the future of the
MGB Driver.
Chairman Deutsch recommend
ed that the minutes from last year's
AGM be accepted as published in the
MGB Driver and waive beinq read. The
motion was made by ~ ~ n Burgess
n e
and seconded by Bob Zirnrnerrnan.
The motion was passed unanimously.

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS
The Vice-chairman -

NO report

was received

The Secretary - D Zimmerman
gave a report on the membership,
explaining the membership numbers
und what the prospects are for the
coming years. Membership is again
holding steady, with slight growth
showing. It was noted that our biggest
loss of membership occurs among our
(Please lrrrn to Page 81
7

I

2004 AGM Minutes - Continued rron~Page 7
first-year members.
Also brought up, the Secretary is
asking the executive to consider phasing out the membership cards that
are mailed out yearly to the members.
This is done at a cost of over $1,000
per year. The Secretary thought that
this money could be spent on the
iMGB Driver, making the difference of
one color issue.

American MGB Register.
Advertising [Mike Pentecost)

Read by David Deutsch.
New advertisers contacted - 7
Checks collected 4
Accounts overdue, recommend
stopping ads until payment received
due to long delay in payment - 2
Accounts overdue, continue ads
- 2.
-

-

the Treasurer (Sue Deagan)

Read by David Deutsch. David read
all the expenses a n d income for the
Register. Susan noted that even with
the increase in dues, Lhe bottom line
is not a s high a s the balance this time
last year.
-

1

REPORTS FROM COORDINATORS

Publicity (Richard Liddick) = Read
by john Taylor. This year Richard
sent out the usual mailings to various
magazines and international clubs
announcing the annual convention.
In addition to this, he continued to
promote the Register in conversations
with other MG owners at the various
events he attended.

MGB Driver Editor (Kim Tonry)
-

No report was received.

Technical (Bob Mason) - NO

report received.
MGB Driver Incoming Editor
(Robert Rushing) - Read by Tony Bur-

I

gess. With a11 the changes that are
coming about, the main goal is to get
back on a set schedule with the Driver.
The hope is to have this accomplished
by the end of the year, with all subsequent issues being delivered to our
members on time.
Work js currently being done on
updating the Ad Rate Sheet, a n d it
should be available for mailing soon
and should be running jn the Driver
with a note to members to help find
new advertisers - the more we have,
the more we can expand.
Robert would like it stated for
the record that the membership of
NAMGBR owes Kim Tonry our many
thanks. He has held the editorship
for the past seven years during which
he has dedicated hundreds of hours
of service to our organization and
has maintained a tradition of quality
that will be a challenge to all future
editors. Kim is a true enthusiast and
a n honored member of the North

tising. The Membership list will NOT
be included for download.
As always, North American MGB
Register encourages the submission of
new businesses that are MG-friendly
to the Service Coordinator. We
received a few new additions to the
list this year and with regret, had to
remove a couple of businesses as well.
The Service Recommendation
ST Membership List is just one more
dimension of NAMGBR that makes
owning and traveling in your MG just
a little more enjoyable.
Regalia (Elvin Davis) - Read by
David Deutsch. Have sold seven shirts
since the University Motors Summer
Party. All monies have been sent to
Susan. Inventory left is: 4 - lady medium, 2 - lady large, 5 - medium, 13
large, 6 - X large, 1 - XXLarge.
Total of 31 left.
Website Coordinator (Rick
Brown) - Read by David Deutsch

NAMGBR's website is updated
daily - mostly with classified ads,
but also events. Other changes to the
site are made on a timely basis when

-

Service Recommendations (Bruce
Wycoff) Read by Tony Burgess.
-

Although not published in 2004,
the Service Recommendation List
has been available to members of
the Register. Members that e-mailed
mghelp@mindspring.com received
either PDF or Word-formatted Service
List.
The goal for 2005 will be to once
again publish the Service Recommendation & Membership List as a "glove
box" booklet. The target will be to
solicit ad revenue to offset most, if
not all, of the cost of publication and
distribution. Bruce will be working
with the "Media Team" at NAMGBR
to accomplish this goal.
In addition to the printed booklet, a PDF or "eBook" version of the
Service Recommendation List will
also be available to members that
wish to download it from the website.
Bruce will coordinate this with Rick
Brown. The eBook version will be
strictly the Service Guide and adver-

Rick has been notified to make such
changes.
In the past 30 days, we had
a n average of 86 daily visits to the
main webpage. Since Sept. 26, 2002,
when Rick took over the duties of
webmaster, we have had a total of
81,258 visits to the site. The top five
countries of origin of the visitors are:
USA, Canada, W K, Netherlands, and
Australia.
Concours (Rick Ingram) - Read
by John Taylor Rick reports that we
had a successful Concours competition at MG 2004 in Parsippany, New
Jersey.Thls was one of the first years
since he has coordinated the Contours competition that he did not
have to canvas the registrants for
participants. There were 10 examples
of the MGB or the MGB GT on the
showfield. No example of the modern
Midget, nor the MG 11001MG 1300
were entered (although there were
several fine example of the Midget on
the popular vote field thal were prime
examples of this model). Likewise,
there were several MGB or MBG GTs
(Please turn to Page 10;

NW Centre and MG Vancouver, B.C. members attented the meeting in Olympia.

2004 AGM Minutes - Continued kern Page 9
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that could have been
Concours candidates,
yet their owners chose
to remain in popular
vote. He also had a very
fine team of judges this
year that really took
their jobs seriously.
There remain
three perennial problems. First is NAMGBR
Concours is open only
to those models of
MG that the Register
Tony Burgess, John Taylor, David Deutsch, D Zimmerman
represents; second is
thk awkward situation
Rick hopes that we can continue to
of having a member enter Concours
keep the judging sheets and voting on
with a somewhat "substandard" MG;
a user-friendly basis rather than be as
and the third is that of having fine
anal as some of the other collector car
examples of the car remain in popuspecialties have become.
lar vote.
Rick would like to thank again to
Concours guidelines have been
the participants and the judges at MG
well published over the years, and
2004.
in fact were even a part of the show
booklet this year. Yet, a n owner of a
REPORTS FROM REGISTRARS
model not represented by the Register
was visibly disappointed that his car
MGB (Marcham Rhoade) - Read
would not be allowed to enter Conby David Deutsch. The current total
tours on show day. In my opinion,
of MGBs on the Register database is
had this owner been advised upon
2,652. Within this figure wc have a
registering that his MG would not be
total of: 1794 MGB Roadsters; 259
allowed into Concours, this situation
MGB Limited Editions; 477 MGB GTs;
could have been defused earlier.
103 1967 MGB GT Specials; and 19
Each year we have entries into
MGB V8s.
Concours that may not be up to the
The registrar reports that we have
standard that we would like to have
cars from every state, and several
as examples of our models of MG.
overseas owners. Car ages range from
Rick has, in the past, recommended
the first 1962 production MGB, to one
to the owners that they put their MG
built in the last week of production
into popular vote. Rick has not done
in 1980 at Abingdon. The biggest
that for the past couple of years.
growth in registrations, this past
Neither has he canvassed the owners
year, have been in the Limited Edition
of "Concours Candidates" whose cars
MGBs (which account for nearly 10
he has seen in the ranks of popular
percent of the total registrations!) a n d
vote to join Concours. Rick would
the 1967 MGR GT Specials.
appreciate the input and opinions of
He also notes our main problems
the Executive on how to handle these
arise when a member sells a car, buys
situations appropriately.
another, and does not notify him of
The Concours class continues
the change of ownership or model.
to be popular with participants and
However, we can usually pick this
visitors to the NAMGBR convention.

/

1
1

I

I

I

up if. and when, the owner's name
appears on a newly submitted registration form. Also, members do not
necessarily advise him of a change in
address, although this is not nearly
a s important as the car details.
We have also been able to certify and authenticate, commission,
chassis and VIN numbers, and on a
couple of occasions advise a prospective purchaser of a n MGB that the
car is not all it appears to be! The
Register has also been instrumental
in supplying certain information to
authors of books on the MGB, so that
correct information is printed.
While we have experienced a n
increase in registrations since the
secretary began inserting the registration form in membership packets,
many members still seem reluctant to
register their MGB with him. Maybe
:hey don't realize what a valuable
;ource of information this is for fu:ure studies of "Britain's Most Popular
Sports Car." He will continue to entreat, through his column in the MCB
Driver, members to register their MGB
with him so that we can continue to
xovide a comprehensive picture of
what the Register is all about, and
he current state of the MGB in North
lmerica. In conclusion, it is also
heartwarming to see so much enthusiasm from our membership, almost
25 years after the last MGB came out
of the factory.

Midget (D Zimmerman) -The
Midget Report was not given.
1974'/2 MGB [Steve Harding)

- No report received.

MGB V8 (Dan Masters) - NO
eport received.

Limited Edition [Ron Tugwell)
- No report received.

1100/1300 (Scott Williams)
Read by Tony Burgess. Scott reports
that he has worked to campaign his

-

MG 1100 in the Midwest. He attended
several car shows, including u 1,851
mile round trip drive to the University
Motors Summer Party. Trying to rally
additional interest in the MG 1100,
he has met with several people who
were in the process of rebuilding and
restoring their cars. One gentleman
purchased a n 1100 from another
member at the start of the show in
Grand Rapids.
He has received four car registrations from NAMGBR members, had
28 e-mails (about half are follow-ups)
that were sent through the e-mail
link on the NAMGBR 1100 web page.
People were asking questions about
restoration, where to find cars, parts,
etc.
An article about 1100s a n d MGBs
was submitted to him by Bobbie
Berg, a NAMGBR member, which he
forwarded on to Kim, and it appeared
in the beautiful Vol. 14 No. 4 edition
of the Driver.
In the next year he pluns to
write more about the 1100 for the
Driver. After having a year of experience driving the 1100 in all types of
driving situations, he has lot to write
about.

Pull Handle Register (Bill Barge)

- Read by John Taylor. Bill reports

that the register is still growing, and
since the 2003 AGM he has added
three early MGBs to the list. He also
has had many questions via e-mails.
He has enjoyed hearing from the
many enthusiastic pull-handle owners. The wealth of information they
possess on these original MGBs is
almost overwhelming.

100,000 Mile Register [Jai
Deagan) - Read by Tony Burgess. Jai
reports that there are plenty of dash
plaques for both the lOOk and 200k
Registries. The database currently
contains 120 cars with almost 120
members.

Original Owners [Peter Cos(Please turn lo Page 12)

2004 Annual General Meeting
mides) - N o report received. David
Deutsch reported that Bill Hawkins
of North Carolina will be taking over
the duties of the Registrar.
Hammer & Tongs (Phil Smith)
-

No report received.

CONVENTlONS
AND REGIONAL MEETS
(Tony and Lynne Burgess)
Review for M G 2004 - MG Car
Club Central Jersey Centre given by
Tony Burgess. He reported that the
show was really a tribute to the drive
and dedication of the Club's former
president, Bob Chezem, who passed
away very suddenly last December.
Special thanks were expressed to
Bob's wife, Helen, a n d their three
children. The event went well and
everyone that attended had a great
time.
Plans for M G 2005 John Taylor
spoke of MG 2005, going over the
planned events and dates of the show.
He said that all plans were going well
a n d looked forward to everyone coming out to it.
Plans for M G 2006 - Tony Burgess said that all pluns are firming up
for the big all-register meet, to be held
in Tennessee. With more information
to follow.

-

Continued from Page I I

NEW BUSINESS
David Deutsch went over the
names of candidates for Vice-Chairm a n and Secretary.
David Deutsch announced that
just the day before the Annual General Meeting, he received a letter from
MG Car Club England, thut the North
American MGB Register had received
the honor of being awarded the Nuffield Trophy. This is a great honor.

ELECTION RESULTS
INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS
Richard Liddick was elected a s
Vice-Chairman and D Zimmerman
was re-elected Secretary.
ANNOUNCEMENT
OF THE 2005 AGM
The 2005 Annual General Meeting will be held Saturday, Oct. 22,
2005. Site and hotel information will
be announced in the not too distant
future.

-

AWARDS PRESENTATlONS
Chapter of the Year - MG Car
Club - Central jersey Centre
Enthusiast of the Year - Alan
Riches, Canadian Classics MG Club
Good Samaritan of the Year
- lohn Mangles, St. Louis MG Club
Newsletter of the Year - Exhaust
.Votes, Don Shapton, Editor. Twin
Bay British Car Club, Traverse City,
Michigan

I2

r

Traveler's Take on the AGM

CLOSING REMARKS
Chairman David Deutsch thanked
John Taylor, and the MG Car Club
Northwest Centre for hosting this
Annual General Meeting and we encourage all to plan on attending MG
2005, July 6-10, 2005 right here in
Olympia, Washington. The MG Car
Club Northwest Centre has a really
great time planned for us.
Chairman Deutsch asked for adjournment. The motion was made by
Steve Hanegan, and seconded by Joe
Carroll. The motion was passed.
The meeting adjourned at a p proximately 3:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

D Zimmerman
Secretary
North American MGB Register
0
hl(;R DRIVER-November!December Zt'X14

Rob and Patricia Otera of the MG Car C l u ~- wortnwest Centre hosted a cookout at
the plush garage where Rob keeps his treasured Twin Cam MGA.

Or If It's 2005 It Must Be Olympia
' ~ Bob
y Zimmerman
he North American MGB Register's Annual General Meeting has
never really been promoted a s a n
"event," but perhaps it should be. My
wife, D, and I have been to quite a
few AGMs that have been committed
I film a n d memory a s great advenAres. The AGM in Olympia, Washlgton, shall forever remain near the
)p of the list. I'm going to give away
,lyrnpia1ssecret right here. It is a
reat place! The sights are striking
nd the people are wonderful.
Those of you who have never
been to Washington state have the
perfect excuse in MG 2005.1 urge you
to take full advantage of the opportunity.
The key to a successful AGM trip
is to treat the actual meeting as just a
part of the total AGM experience. You
will be attending a four-hour meeting; take a t least four days to enjoy it.
X1CB DRIVER-Novrmhcr!'Deuerr ber 2(X)3

For example, we flew into SEATAC (Seattle-Tacoma Airport) on
Thursday along with Tony and Lynne
Burgess. In no time the rental car was
pointing south on 1-5 towards Olympia. Somewhere near Tacoma we
realized that we had tacked a n extra
three hours on to our day by virtue of
time zone hopping. Thus, we decided
that we owed it to ourselves to stop
and tack on a n extra meal. Hey, to
a famished traveler it makes sense.
By the time we reached the Red Lion
Hotel we were tuckered out.
It was early to rise on Friday. The
four of us were on the road before
sunrise on a mission to Onalaska. D
has a recently discovered cousin living there and we were on our way to
a first ever meeting with him.
After a few minutes, it was as
if they had known each other all
of their lives, John a n d Janet Lucas
made all of us feel very welcome in
their home. In fact they had gassed
I .3
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not all going in the same (or for
that matter sane) direction. A slight
miscommunication ubout exactly
which IHOP we were patronizing led
us on a cell phone tag maze into the
unknown. It was more like brunch by
the time we found one another.
I shall refrain from reporting on
the meeting itself. The minutes will
take care of those formalitics. Let's
just say that in Olympia we reverted
to Roberts Laid-back Rules of Order.
Following the meeting the instinctive thing to do is go out in the
parking lot and check out what manner of MG the locals are driving. Several nice MGBs were in attendance
as well as a couple of four-door MGs.
Steve Hanegan drove his Magnette.
Jack and Bobbie Berg had a sweet
1100 to show off. It was nice that all
who drove MGs to the meeting hung
around long enough for the rest of us
to get our MG fix. These people just
kept making us feel welcome.
Of course, meeting and kicking
tires can leave you a bit famished.
And by now you must realize that we
are not exactly opposed to restaurant
food and strong drink. A caravan
was arranged to a local seafood joint
a n d the party was on. At this point
several members of the Canadian
Classic MG and Jaguar Club had
thrown their lot in with us. One lone
waitress was charged with
our overseeing and she was
up to the task. Not a palate
remained parched. And
all manner of sea creatures were devoured. Quite
possibly centerpieces were
eaten too.
In the end, Olympia
was a gracious and scenic
host. There were smiles all
around during the festivities and heartfelt handshakes and hugs upon
departing. But we knew
it would be that way. We
were among MG folk. @
Bwdd Bay Cafe, Olympia: Sea creatures devoured
up the RV (not RV8) and took us on
an excursion to Mount St. Helens.
It was our first time witnessing a n
active volcano and it took a n AGM
to get us there. It is a n awesome bit
of nature on a rampage. Absolutely
awesome. Our day could not have
been any better with D's family. We
made plans to hook up again a t the
convention in luly.
That evening The MG Car Club
- Northwest Centre hosted a cookout
a t Rob a n d Patricia Otero's home
and John Taylor came by the hotel
and led us over. By that time we were
joined by Charles a n d Kim de Bourbon who had flown in from Pennsylvania for the meeting. Charles
and Kim are NAMGBR's new layout
people for the MGB Driver. They are
also a lot of fun on a road trip. The
evening's festivities took place in the
Otero's garage. Actually it was more
like MG Fantasyland with a pristine
MGA Twin Cam coupe as its flagship.
We had a greut evening with all of
our new Northwest friends. All the
more reason lo return in july.
On Saturday morning we even
got to participate in a n impromptu,
albeit unintentional, road rally. The
idea was to split into groups and f11
up the rental cars. Then it was off to
the International House of Pancakes
for breakfast. Wait a minute. We're
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MG: America Beckons
consequence of this - coupled with
clever visual and dynamic differentialease forgive the dramatic nature tion - the new MGs went on to win
of the title - for many of you
hearts, minds and sules conquests.
will be thinking 'we've heard all
However, time waits for no one,
this before. ..'
and all this Longbridge miracle workAnd you would usually be right
ing took place almost four years ago.
to take such news with the proverIn the meantime, new and
bial pinch of salt. However. this time
ever improving opposition has aparound, the person giving the hint
peared from European and Japanese
that North American sales of MG
manufacturers, and MG Rover has
a n d even Rover cars may be back on
been fighting bravely to keep up.
the agenda is none other than John
New markets have been opened up
Towers, the chairman of
-.
incl~~dino
.-.
.
..
.... ironically,
Phoenix Venture Holdings,
Mexico - just a few miles
the company that currently
from the traditional MG
owns the MC name and
roadster stomping ground
builds MG cars that - frusof California - and on the
tratingly for many - are
sports car front, the MGF
sold just about everywhere
gave way to the "MG TF"
except the United States a n d
while at the head of the MG
Canada.
range, there is the "totally
Ever since MG was sold
bonkers" MG XPower SV
off by BMW AG in May
and SV-R supercars - made
2000 as part of a package
laruelv from carbon-fiber,
that also included the Rover name as
titted with a ihoice of 4.6 or 5.0 liter
well as the former Austin factory at
Ford-based V8s and selling for a cool
Longbridge, England, the feisty oc$100,000 apiece.
tagon has been fighting a rearguard
Slightly more affordable (for
action for survival in the ever-hostile
those able to buy them) is the MG
automotive world.
ZT 260, which marries the normally
Written off by many armchair
front-wheel-drive platform of the MG
experts before it even had a chance to ZT sedan (and wagon) with a 4.6-liter
catch breath, what soon became "MG Ford V8 and rear-wheel-drive.
Rover Group" surprised the industry
APZ of this has, however, reby swiftly launching a trio of wellmained completely academic to 90
received MG-badged saloons to sell in percent of the readers of this magaEurope alongside their Rover siblings
zine. Alongside the product action,
and MG's mid-engined "MGF" sports
MG Rover has been busy in other
I r.
areas, the intention being both to
The expected accusations of
secure the future of the company (in
ldge engineering were surprisa n industry haunted by over-capac~glyfew and far between - mainly
ity) and to grow the business.
because the transformations that
Alliances with big manufacturhad been achieved from the arguers - all saddled with their own
ably dull-but-worthy Rover sedans
problems of too much factory floorand hatches had been nothing short
space - soon proved fruitiess, and a
of remarkable. Publications fond of
dalliance with one company in Chinu
crudely categorising new cars found
turned sour when the managing dithemselves rating related "Rover"
rector got caught up in allegations of
and "MG" vehicles at opposite ends
political a n d financial shenanigans.
of their scales, and largely as a
(Piease turn lo Page 16)

Sy David Knowles

3,

MG/Rover whet the appetite of the American consumer by letting us
peek at things to come. This exposure sparked excitement and hope
of a market share in the U.S. A hope, as far back as the M G 2001
Convention in St. Paul, when this photo was taken.

MG: America Beckons - Continued t o r n Page 15
In June 2004, there came u
surprise announcement that MG
Rover had entered into discussions
with another Chinese company,
Shanghai Automotive Industry
Corporation, or "SAIC" for
short, with a view to setting
up a joint venture into which
the Chinese a r m would pump
funds in exchange for technology transfer and access to European
markets.
The British press - most of it far
less supportive and much more ignorant and aggressively negative than
many of you might suppose - generally got a lot of the story wrong, and
so you may be forgiven for believing
you had heard somewhere that MG
had been "sold to the Chinese," that
MGs would henceforth only be made
in the Far East, or some other distortion of the truth.
The fact is that SAIC wants access
to MG Rover's design a n d engineering capabilities in order to allow the
joint creation of a new generation of
cars that would be built both in Great

Britain and China and thereby supply
both those and other markets with a
whole range of new cars.
The substantial hike in production volumes will provide
obvious benefits in terms of
production and component
costs, a n d ensure that much
greater supplies of funds can be
relied upon to support the cashgreedy process of new car development. MG a n d Rover products will
continue to be built in England, but
will benefit from the bigger resources
in the background. Meanwhile, a new
facility in China will develop and
build SAIC-branded vehicles us well,
most probably, a s MG und Rover cars
for Chinese consumption and export
to other markets a s the partners
agree.
"Aha" (the more knowledgeable
of you may now be thinking), "but
isn't SAIC already the biggest Chinese
car company -with ambitions to be
in the world's top six within 10 years
- and don't they already build Buicks
and Volkswagens in Shanghai? In

which case, why do they need MG
the ideas that have to date been filed
Rover?"
in the "would love to but ..." drawer.
The answer is that while GM and
Precise details of what will happen
VW allow SAIC to build cars under
have yet to be revealed, but lohn TOWlicence - mostly older-generation
ers has already dropped a few clear
models that are no longer in produchints. NO less than four new models
ion elsewhere -they both fiercely
are in the new programme, one of
p a r d the "intellectual rights" of their which, we are ussured is a n all-new
n-oducts. Neither GM nor VW engage MG sports car.
,cry actively with SAIC in terms of
This time round, we can be asforward-looking research and develsured that whether or not U.S. sales
opment aimed a t all-new models, and do develop, that sports car will be
so this is a n area where the cash-rich
engineered to make them more easily
Chinese company finds itself able to
achievable.
work with the comparatively cashBut the potential icing on the
poor MG Rover, which has the talents
cake for North American MG fans is
but not the funds.
the statement
The deal may
by Towers that
have been signed
MG might, at
in principle back
last, really be on
in June, but the buthe way back to
reaucracy of Chithe markets it
nese government
vacated so many
moves a s slowly
years ago.
a s many other
The London
bureaucracies
Daily Telegraph
- and Chinese
What America is missing: New M G ZT
reported that
bureaucrats are
a move into
not noted for a desire to rush matters
America was now a n option, noting
(they tend to take their time but then
that the former "Rover Group" had
make firm and decisive action a t the
stopped selling cars in the U.S. under
end of the process).
the "Sterling" brand in 1990. John
MG Rover believes that the final
Towers told the Daily Telegraph that
deal will be agreed in the New Yeur
there was now the most realistic pros- although it has to be said that the
pect for a return that there had been
Chinese were a little perturbed a t the
for a long time, and he indirectly
way that our friends in the good-old
acknowledged the support of enthusiBritish media jumped o n positive
asts in the decision-making process.
noise from Phoenix Chairman John
"That is a valid item of value
- you do get a lot of inquiries
Towers who had been talking positively about the deal before Christthrough the MG Rover brand name,"
?as. The press decided to assume the
Towers said.
eal was already a foregone conclu"We get countless letters asking
ion, and embroidered the story with
when we are going back to the U.S.
some plausible financial calculations
again. As part of the deal, it is a n
of their own fabrication.
item of value that does not go unHowever, MG Rover management noticed."
could be forgiven their excitement.
If it does happen - a n d we all
~erhaps,for in their eyes, the deal
know that chickens should not be
iith SAIC will not only help secure
counted until they've hatched - it
ne future of MG, Rover and Longprobably won't be until 2007. But the
ridge (in a situation where, to be
chances are now much, much more
blunt, there is no "Plan B") but also
favourable than they have been for
allows them to re-evaluate so many of many, many years. @
MGB DRIVER-November~Dcccmbcr2004
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ello there! Various topics to address this time a n d we'll begin
-..ith.
W1111.

That 250,000th MGB!
Once again I have received a n inauirv from a member askina whether
i l s &r, a 1971 MGB roadst&. 1s the
actual 250,000th MGB. The reason
he asks is that his alovebox carries
a dash plaque wit( the designation
"250,000 MGB Special." The answer
to his question is "No, it isn't the actual quarter of a millionth MGB."
The 1-in. x 3-in. dash plaque in
question (see photo below) was silver
brushed aluminum with the MG logo
and text, in a kind of aqua (light
blue) color. We also know of at least
one MGB where the plaque was affixed to the trunk lid.
Let's go back to the start of this
story. In 1971 the people at British Leyland saw a n opportunity to
promote the MGB, and decided to
hold a 250,000th raffle contest in the
U.S.A. Knowing this milestone would
be achieved sometlme mid-year, they
asked veovle to enter a contest to win
this u i i a i e vehicle. Several adverts
promoting the contest were run, but
the one which gained most attention
was a line up of a TC, TD, MGA and
MGB that carried the slogan "A great
idea that grew into the MGB." Over
70,000 people entered.
The actual 250,000th MGB was a
GT, Blaze in color that was produced
on May 27, 1971, and was presented

Marcham
Rhoade
MGB Registrar

k
-

L
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to the contest winner, Bill Newton of
Alabama at the Sports Car Club of
America's unnual road race at Road
Atlanta in Georgia in November 1971.
Fred Horner of British Leyland
Motors Inc, also confirmed that any
MGB bearing this plaque was nothing
'special' - just one a number of the
250,000th series produced in 1971.
However, if you own a 1971 MGB with
a GHN5UB chassis # prefix, and it's
in the 250,000 sequence, you might
just look for that plate! Let me know.
As a footnote, the half a-millionth MGB, a 1980 LE, still lives at
Moss Motors in Culifornia, and the
millionth car from Abingdon, a 1975
Jubilee roadster, still lives in ArkanSQS.

MGB Pricing
I received some interesting information from a member who has just
become the second owner of a n MGR
Limited Edition. The original owner
had kept all the paper work and it's
interesting to see just what was included to drive the car off the dealer's
lot in New York.

If you have
a 1971
in the

250,000
series, it

may be
"entitled"
to wear
this special

plaque.
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The retail price of the MGB was
$6,795 to which was added the LE
Package at a cost of $500. An AM/FM
MPX radio was a further $273 and
Lhe transportation and handling
charge of $140 brought the on-theroad price up to 57,708.
Compare that with a 1973 MGB
LT bought in Baltimore with a base
]rice of $4,070. Overdrive added $169
2nd the AM radio another $90. A
itriping kit cost $34 and the electric
heater rear window came out at $32.
Add $75 for preparation, and the onthe-road price totaled $4,493

Nothing New Under The Sun
The practice of leasing a vehicle
is not new! In 1979 one could lease a n
MGB, in California, selling at $7,500,
for 10 percent down a n d 48 payments
of $139 per month plus tax. At the
end of the lease the resjdual was calculated at $3,000. Similarly a Midget
could be had for 48 payments of $108
per month with a residual of $2,499,
the retail cost being $5,900.
Next time we'll talk about
"F.A.S.T.I." a n d "B.A.M.A." and other
acronyms used in the selling and
marketing of the MGB.
Finally, I urge all of you who
have not yet registered your MGB
with me to do so at the earliest opportunity. You can do it from the
NAMGBR website clicking on "Register your MGB" or I can send you a
simple form to complete and return
to me. Whatever, PLEASE SEND IN
YOUR REGISTRATION NOW!

New MGB Registrants
Please join me in welcoming Beth
Lunney, publisher of Classic MG Magazine, with her newly acquired 1978
MGB, to the MGB Register.
Other new registrations a n d reregistration~:
D'arcy Ballinger ................................
'74h.fGB
John Frazer-Crocker.......' 79 MGB & '73 MGB GT
Scott 6; Barbara Reinsimar .............'72 41GB GT
Stuart Ducker................ .
.
............... '72 MGB

Paul Root............... .
.
........................
'77 MGB
Buzz & Ginger Zimmerman....'73 & '74'/2 h,lGBs
hlnrk Rouch ......................... .
.
....... 7 MGB
Al Mainero.........................................
'77 blGB
Peter Lammens ...................................... '74 MGB
David Kercheval .................................
'78 MGB
Gar);Hansen ........................................ '79 LZGB
Mark Bowers ......................................... '72 MGB
Ron Neal ................... .
.
.
............... '68 MGB
David C. Morris ..............
.
.
........... '76 hlGB
Edward Eggleston ................ '62, '69 & '77 VGBs
Lester Stringer.......................................
'79 MGB
Chuck Hassler .................................. '79 MGB LE
Dennis Simmonds ................................ '76 bIGB
Tom Moerke .......................................... '78 MGB
Dennis Drooger .................. '67 MGB GT Special
Eddie & Candice Cole ...................... '80 MGB V8

8

7 -

SHOCK A B S O R B E R S : F ~ ~Rear
~~
MGTC ....................................... 165.00 165 00
MGTD & TF ............................165.00 60185
MGA....................................... .69 95 49.95
MGB, MGC, Midget.................... 69.95 49.95
HEAVY DUTY UPGRADE ....... 10 00 10 00
SHOCK LINK (Mew or Rebuillj...........ScaI!

BRAKES : sleeved and rebuilt
MGB. Midgel caliper ................................. $75.00
MGA.MGC caliper.............................. $125 00
MGA. Midgel twin masler1956-1967 ........ $165.00
MGB. Midget master 1568-80 ................... 5125.00
MGC brake master..................................5175.00
MGC booster servo.................................. 5375.00
Brake & Clutch cylinders brass sleeved.....$40-60
Kingpin swivel a x e rebushed.................. $40-580
Front end a-arm (Midgel) ...........................
$75 CG

CARBURET0RS:COMPLETEREBUILDING
Disassembly, cleanrng, bodies rebushed, new
InrolfleShaffs, jers, r;eed:es,flcal vdves, gaskols.
N O Hberich losled...........................
3345.0Olpair

CARS BODIES REBUSHED:
and new throllle shafts ......... $55 00 each
Pcces shown are lor Exchange or Yours Rebuilt
Core charges apply if ilems are ordered prior lo
(and are refunded affer) our receiving your old unir.
SiH $4.00-$8.00 per item. FREE CATALOG.
viww.applehydraulics.corn

APPLE HYDRAULICS
1610 Middle Road, Calverton, NY 11933
631-369-9515, FAX: 631-369-951 6

Toll Free 800-882-7753
Visa, Mastercard. COD. Free Catalog

.

Abingdon Endurance Trial

John and Carol Mangles' MGB at the Labrot and Graham Distillery gates in Kentucky, on the road in the Abingdon Endurance Trial.

1

by Robert Rushing

!

I
1

1
Treat your MG to a North American MGB Register
gr111badge, and help support your nat~onalorganization.
NAMGBR enhances the pleasure of owning MGs,
and keeps us all connected through the MGB Driver,
the web site www.narngbr.org/namgbr,
MG events, and much more.

1

'
Show your enthusiasm up front.

I

$30 + $3 slh 517 663-6167
Order from Susan Deagan treasrlnamgbr@aoI.com
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cr. 9-10 marked the running
of the Abingdon Endurance
Trial. It was the third a n d
final leg of the 2004 Triple Crown Endurance Rally Series. Kim Tonry and
Bill Hedrick were the rallymasters for
this event and were quite devious in
their planning.
The rally started out of Columbus, Indiana, which was a great
central location for most of the teams
that competed. As the teams gathered
Saturday morning, the first DNF was
announced - yours truly and my
rally partner Bill Fox were out due to
a bad throw-out bearing in my '71
MGB. We had drjven all the way over
from St. Louis only to find we were
unable to downshift as we pulled into
the hotel parking lot Friday night.
However, all was not lost. In a n
amazing display of friendship, MG
camaraderie, and misplaced trust,
MGR [>RIVER-TovemberiDecembc.r 2004

Rick Ingrarn threw us the keys to
his 300ZX to run the rally in, even
though it wouldn't count. We were
more than happy to take him up on
his very kind offer.
As we all stood around to listen
to the rallymasters' instructions, a
surprise announcement was made
(not un-coincidentaliy after everyone
had paid their entry fee) that the
team coming in SECOND place would
win the honor of setting up next
year's rally.
"Any place but second" became
the rallying cry as everyone saddled
up for the odometer check-run. After
the check-run, teams started poring
over their mups to figure out the best
routes to take. Since Bill and I were
out of it, I loaned Nate Runyan and
his partner, Matt Winegar, our maps
and we decided to instead jirst tug
along behind fohn and Carol Mangles for the duration.
(Please turn to Poge 22)
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There were eight stops total for
the rally, six of which were in Kentucky a n d one stop each in both West
Virginia a n d Virginia. Let me say
right now that Kentucky has some
fantastic roads. Curve after curve after curve. We drove our way through
the beautiful western Kentucky
countryside where the tobacco barns
were full of this season's crop hung
up for d r y ~ n gto the eastern Kentucky
coalfields and old company towns.
The far points tor the rally were Fort
Gay, West Virginia and Clintwood,
Virginia - neither of which could be
driven to directly from the other.
The toughest stop of the rally was
Evanslon, Kentucky While on the
road to Evanston, we saw a very hay gard Iohn and Jordan Schroeder stopping a t a gas station. We were to find
out that they were tired for a reason.
Evanston is not only in the middle of
nowhere, but once you get there you
realize it is NOWHERE. Evanston is a n
abandoned mining operation with a n
abandoned right-of-wuy a n d abandoned houses. Plus the roads going
in and out of there have been pretty
much abandoned as well.
After midnight, several teams
were caught by very thick fog and
had their forward progress slowed
to less than 30 miles per hour. The
majority of the teams, who went
counter-clockwise, were lucky a n d
missed most of the fog. Luckily, as
daylight broke so did the fog. In the
end, all but one team made it back to
the finish in tjme. The one team that
didn't make it buck only did so due to
a misunderstanding of the finish time
a n d not because of a n y problems they
encountered.
The winners were Rick Verhey
a n d Rick Ingram with 702.988 miles
in a 1974 MGB GT. In second place
(with the honor of being next year's
rallymasters) were the husband and
wife team of Sally and Adrian Van
Osch with 712.68 miles. The third

Carol Mangles checks her checkpoints
sheet in Brooksville, Kentucky.

place finish went to the only non-MG
top-three finisher out of ail the endurance rallies - Roy Bowman and
Bruce Doezema i n a n Austin Healey
3000 with 737.4 miles.
Congratulations to Kim Tonry
and Bill Hedrick for setting up a greut
rally over some really great roads
and for the really great hand-made
trophies that were presented. Also
thanks to all the teams that participated in the event -your enthusiasm
for driving your cars on challenging
events like this makes them fun and
shows what our old cars are capable
of doing.

Official Results
1 Rick IngramIRick Verhey ........... 702.988
2 Adrian & Sally Van Osch ..........712.6781
3 Roy BowmanIBruce Doezema .... 737.401
4 Nat RunyanIMatt Winegar ..... 749.0091
5 lim &- Thad Cousino.................756.4368
6 john & Carol Mangles ...............783.996
7 john & lordan Schroeder ...........793.098
8 Dean & Christine Wenning ......795.7612
9 Mark ShetleyIBob Horzmann ......806.62
Did not finish
Bill HerringIEd Polonus .... (Not buck in time)
Robert KushingIBill Fox .................... (Clutch)

0

with-a

Tell the world vou9rea member with a
shirt that says it all.

$30 + $4 S I ~

517 663 6167
treas4narngbr@aol.com
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2004 Triple Crown Endurance Series
FINAL RESULTS

I

I
I

he final results are in for the 2004
inaugural run of the Triple Crown
Endurance Rally Series. The series
started off in March with the Missouri Endurance Rally in St. LOUIS,
Missouri. Nineteen teams competed
in the full endurance rally with 11
more taking part in the half-distance
mini-endurance rally trial held the
same day.
Out of those original 19 teams,
eight would continue on to complete
the entire series.
First round winners were Rick Ingram and Rick Verhey of the TwoRickRacjn Division of Team Fokowee with
the lowest mileage score of 716.39
miles in their 1974 MGB GT.
Scoring second was the team
of Ed Polonus and Bill Herring with

732.53 miles in a 1975 MGB, wilh
third place going to John & Jordan
Schroeder. They managed to come in
just one mile above Ed and Bill with a
final mileage of 733.53 miles!
In line with the Triple Crown
rules, Rallymasters Robert & Vonda
Rushing received the score of the second place team.
The second outing of the year
took place in conjunction with the
university Motors Reunion Summer
Party in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Rallymasters Rick Verhey and Rick
Ingram set a course that covered stops
in Western and the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan, and Northern Wisconsin. Eighteen teams participated in
what would be the twelfth running of
the Grand Lake Tour.
Scoring first was the team of Matt
Kobe and Brian Rehg with a mileage
of 1048.28 in their 1972 MGB. Second
place was awarded to the husband-

I
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wife team of Adrian and Sally Van
Osch, also in a 1972 MGB, with a total of 1,056.92 miles covered - which
is the same score given to the event
rallymasters. Third place was taken
by Ed Polonus a n d Bill Herring with
1065.57 miles.
The final event of the year was
the newly-revived Abingdon Trials
Endurance Rally that started out of
Columbus, Indiana. This rally was
the brainchild of Kim Tonry and Bill
Hedrick who routed teams through
Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia,
a n d Virginia during the 24-hour
event.
First place went to Rick lngram
a n d Rick Verhey with a total mileage
of 702.988 and repeating their Grand
Lake Tour second place finish, Adrian
and Sally Van Osch came in with
712.68 miles. Third place was taken
by Roy Bowman a n d Bruce Doezema
in a 1965 Austin-Healey 3000 -the
mly non-MG top three finalists in the
jeries.
For the entire Triple Crown
Endurance Rally Series, we had 12

teams compete in single events, six
teams competed in two events, and
elght teams competed in all three for
a Lotal of 26 teams taking part in one
or more of the events. If you added all
the mileages of the eight teams who
completed the Tr~pleCrown, you'd
have a total mileage of 20,693.48
miles! That's almost once around the
world for cars that are 25-40 years
old. Who says our Brit~shcars aren't
reliable?
The wlnners of the 2004 Triple
Crown Endurance Rally were Rick
Ingram and Rick Verhey w ~ t ha total
mlleage of 2,476.29 Sally and Adrlan
Van Osch secured second place by
over 60 miles with 2,508.99 and taking third place with 2,572.46 miles
were T~rnand Thad Cousino.
I'd like to thank everyone who
competed this year whether you took
part in lust one event or a11 three. It is
those of you who take on the challenge of putt~ngour old cars through
their paces that truly make this event
specml!
(Plense turn to Page 261

The entrants line up by one of Brown County Indiana's covered bridges during the
odometer calibration run.
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Triple Crown Endurance Series - Continued fi-om Page 25
2004 TRIPLE CROWN FINAL RESULTS:

1) Rick Ingram/Uick Verhey .............. 2476.29722 ........ 1974 MGB GT
2) Adrian & Sally Van Osch ............. 2508.99745 .............1972 MGB
3) Jim & Thad Cousino................ ...... 2572.45954 ............. 1979 MGB
4) John & Jordan Schroeder ............. 2603.22685 ............. 1961 MGB
5) Ed Polonus/Bill Herring ................. 2614.72268 ............. 1975 MGB
61 Mark Shetley/Bob Horzrnann ....... 2625.37084 ........1968 MGC GT
7) John & Carol Mangles .................. 2632.65766 ..............1974 MGB
8) Robert & Vonda Rushing/Bill Fox ... 2659.75112 ............. 1971 MGB

2005 TRIPLE CROWN ENDURAHCE RALLY SERIES SCHEDULE:

-

10th Annual Missouri Endurance Rally St. Louis, Missouri
March 19-20, 2005
* 13th Grand lake Tour - Grand Rapids, Michigan
August 18-19, 2005
2005 Abingdon Trials - October 8-9, 2005.
For more information on the 2005 Endurance Rally series, contact:
Robert Rushing at mgslime@swbell.net
Rick lngram at M O W O G I @aoI.com
Adrian Van Osch at vanosch@sbcglobal.net

TWO BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS
Bob and Joan Houillon of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, sent along this photograph of
themselves and their MGB GT on the Milwaukee lakefront at the new landmark addition to the Milwaukee Art Museum designed by architect Santiago Calatrava.
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Mota.Lira SteeringWheels
GunsonTools
Moss Motors

Halogen Bulbs for Most British
and American Cars

Little British Car Company
Rick Verhey and Rick lngram log in at the Abingdon Trials
finish line checkpoint and come in first place in the event and
in the Triple Crown Series.

mlngron H~lls.
MI 48334
rec: 800-637-9640

Plus many o

MG Vintage Racers

C h o o s Moss
~

www.mossrnutnr~,
cam

- - - ,
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-

The 1935 MG PA/PB called "Leonidis" was raced on the late '30s circuit by Miles and
Sam Collier. The car was on display - and roced - at the 2004 Vintage Grand Prix
Festival in Watkins Glen, N.Y., in September.

"Spirit Award" at Watkins Glen

or

Call now i;or

800-667-787Z

-

Online British

The MG Vintage Racers award
their prestigious "Spirit Award"
-also known a s "The Big Copper
Bucket" - every year a t their Focus
Event which they stage at a selected
vintage race. This year it was a t
SVRA's Zippo Vintage Grand Prix a t
Watkins Glen, New York, in September, with its supporting two Collier
Cup all-MG, where a record-breaking
143 MGs showed up to dice it out!
The award's winner is selected
a s someone a t the event best representing "The Spirit of MG Vintage
Racing." All past winners have been
MG racers, but this year two special
non-racers were chosen for this honor.
Walter a n d Lu Pietrowicz were
presented with the award a t a t
MGVR's dinner Friday night a t the
track. They were extremely surprised,
MGB DRI\'tK-Novelnbr1~~Decc'1~1
hcr ZtHM

and delighted to receive it.
For years now, they have come to
MG and vintage race events, and photographed them. Greut photos, cupturing MGs in racing action - and
other related activities - which they
have most generously shared with
the MG racers, especially through
MGVR's newsletter. Wonderful professional photography! Plus their web
site "september8th.com" has many
of their MG racing photos on display,
and they also post information from
MGVR on it.
Walt and Lu truly love vintage
racing, and are friends with many of
the MG racers. They have attended
MGVR's Focus Event functions over
the years. MGVR feels they have the
"right vintage spirit" supporting MG
vintage racing. Congratulations to
both of them!
Turn the page for more on Welkins Glen
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Watkins Glen Video for Sale

The featured MG racers on parade through Watkins Glen, N.Y., in September.

SVRA's "Zippo U.S. Vintage Grand Prix
of Watkins Glen" featured the MG in two
Collier Cup Races this September. A record
143 MGs showed up to compete, and many
MG enthusiasts came to watch. It wasn't only
the excitement of MG racing - it was an MG
"happening" like never before!
The events of this weekend were captured on video, and are being put on a DVD so
you can experience it again:
See the two "all-MG" Collier Cup races,
including 7 1 pre-war MGs running at speed.
Experience the excjternent of the
"original" Watkins Glen street race course of
1948-1952, as shot from a 1934 MG K-3 factory racecar re-tracing those same streets.

See the town of Watkins Glen shut
down Main Street for its Vintage Festival featuring MG as over 150 vintage racecars from
the track join in.
Join the MG Vintage Racers' dinner,
and feel the excitement as the MG racing
awards are presented, including two Collier
Cup winners.
Get a feel for life in the MG racer's paddock. Meet some MG racers up close.
Watch the "Big Picture" photo being shot - as ALL the racing MGs line up
together.
MGVR remembered the Collier Brothers
at a mernot~alceremony -- honoring them
and 50 years. MG racer Denver Cornett raced

MGBs and a Midget lined up at Watkins Glen 9/04

here in 1948 - and came back with his TC for
this historic event. Find out the "story behind
the story" of this incredible MG event, and
what led up to it. Then sprinkle in some on
track MG racing shots and add a few dashes
of the ambience of the overall weekend!
If you were there, this will recall memories of an incredible weekend! If you weren't,
this will let you experience the greatest MG
racing event that you ever missed! It's to be
enjoyed by all MG enthusiasts!
All for $39.95, including shipping & handling. California residents, add 8.25 percent
sales tax.
Preferred payment: Visa or Mastercard

Checks also accepted: US dollars on US
banks only, payable to "Victory Lane Magazine."
To order by phone, Call: Victory Lane
Magazine, 1-800-818-5624 (9-5 PST)
O r mail to (nclude your shipp~ngaddress and phone number)
Victory Lane Magazine
2460 Park Blvd., Suite #4
Palo Alto, CA. 94306
Call to ensure delivery before the holidays
An America's Racing Heritage r M Production

Photo taken of all the racing MGs at Watkins Glen International, New York, for the vintage racing weekend of September 10-12, 2004, where there
were a record-breaking 143 MGs racing in two featured Collier Cup all-MG races at SVRA's "Zippo US Vintage Grand Prix."
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The First MGB Off the Line

This is GHN/L 102, built May 22, 1962 - The very first MGB assembled in Abin don.
The Iris Blue roadster cost the first owner just $3,187, including trade-in value o a
1969 MGA. The car is now in the hands of its second owner, Stan Huntley.

9

by Ken Smith

BUY THE SHIRT
Celebrate the NAMGBR 14th Annual Convention
Get the shirt and hat and show your support
for those who make this event great[
'

Put on the show.

$15 for the hat $3 s/h
$35 for the shirt $4 slh Buy both one shipment $5 s/h
Contact Patricia Otero 360 493 0497 or email rpotero@msn.com
Or send your check to; MG 2005 Regalia, c/o Patricia Otero
PO5 293, Olympia, WA 10022

GET A L I V E PIECE
O F THE NW CEuRE

ttending the Historjc MG
Reunion at Laguna Seca last
March on California's Monterey
Peninsula, provided the MGB enthusiast with a rare treat. Apart from the
two MGBs that competed successfully
at Sebring in 1964, the event was also
notable for a rare public appearance
by the very first MGB assembled at
Abinydon in 1962!
GHN3/L 102, body number
00101, built on May 22,1962 was purchased by a young lady who traded
in her 1959 MGA on the sparkling
Iris Blue MGB. In late September, she
had seen it being offloaded from the
boat at Portland while she was taking
a lunchtime stroll from her place of
work. lrnmediately she went to the
local BMC dealer a n d placed a n order
for the MGB.
However, it was not until Novernber 21 that she actually took delivery
of the car as a porous engine block

meant that the original motor, 18GU-H 119, had to be changed out, and
was replaced with 18s-G-U-H-180
- which of course, had to come from
Abingdon, hence the delay. This MGB
had onginally left Abingdon In July
1962.
Extras added to the original cost
of the MGB totaled some $350 a n d included a set of chrome wire wheels for
$225, a heater for $65, and a radio,
ashtray and cigar lighter (mounted
where the aperture for the overdrive
would be situated.) The "on the road"
price came to $3,187 (including the
trade in value of her MGA), and the
Portland DMV license fee amounted
to just 12 dollars!
The first 20 MGBs were hand assembled until the production line was
fully operational, these cars being
assembled alongside the MGA which
was nearing the end of ~ t production.
s
All but two of the first 500 MGBs were
destined for the vital U.S. market and
(Plrase turn to Page 34)
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The original title for GHN/L 102, built in May 1962 but titled as a 1963.
The leather interior is in blue with light blue pipin
the cover fashioned over the transmission tunnel, 1 1 1

lrle

rpets are original. Note
style as the seats.

The First MGB Off the Line - Continued from Page 33
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lt is interesting to note that GHN3/L
101 was actually completed some six
days after 102 on May 28, 1962!
The lady kept the car in immaculate condition for 25 years, meticulously maintained by the local BMC
dealer, British Motor Cars of Burnside
Street in Portland.
However in 1987 she decided
reluctantly to part with the MGB a n d
lt was sold to a local MG enthusiast,
Stan Huntley, on February 3 and
since then h e has maintained this
unique MGR in a s near totally original condition a s possible. The only
exception has been a new exterior
coat of Iris Blue paint. Ootherwise the
paint in the engine bay is original,
and the glass, chrome, spare (whitewall) tire, carpets and wheels are
as they were when the car was first
purchased.
So - What's so different about
this pioneer historic automobile
which, to the casual observer, might
33

appear to be just another MGB?
We were able to examine the c a r
in extreme close-up and the first item
of note was the front grill in which
each of the 36 bars were individually
riveted. The later one-piece pressed
grilles from car $49502, had 39 bars.
The twin horns point downwards (later cars had them pointing
forward) and of particular interest
o n top of the oil cooler was a sticker
bearing the legend "Morris Motors
Ltd" which is still intact. A highly
polished windscreen frame was also
noted - maybe this car, like several
other early MGBs was prepared to
show standards?
Pull-out door handles with no
rubber "pips" and a leather interior
in light blue (with blue piping) were
also noted. Plus, the original carpets
a n d underfelt are intact and show
little sign of wear. The original spare
wheel with its whitewall tire, is in the
boot, as are the original tools which
XIGB DRIVEK-NnvelnhedDecemher 2004

Note the early battery cover plate, wttn just a single strengthening bar in the center.

came with the car. The "Packaway"
hood with its sticks a n d rails is in
first class condition, and the tonneau
cover supplied as standard, was available in its stowage bag.
In the cockpit, the only addition
was a cigar lighter installed in the
aperture, where the overdrive switch
would be fitted on later cars. Early
cars had ,a black blanking plug fitted, so the cigar lighter was added ut
MGB DRIVER-NovembcrlDecemhcr 2004

the dealer prior to sale. The chrome
trim inside the housing for the Jaeger
instruments is intact. This feature
was dropped in May 1963. The eurly
round choke knob a n d seat belts
bearing the "BMC" logo on the clip
were also noted. Over the transrnission tunnel is a cover fashioned in the
same style as the seats, but whether
this was fitted at the factory or was a
(Please turn to Page 361
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The first MGB oft the line shows 40 years of patina and a very familiar engine bay.
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The First MGB Off the Line - Contrnued from Page 35
later addition remains undetermined.
The battery aperture cover on
this car is a single sheet of flat steel
with just one strengthening bar
across the center. This was, on later
cars, amended to a three bar cover,
and even later still to the one we
know so well with ten indentations
for greater rigidity. We also noted the
triangular 'fillers' under the end of
the rear bumpers were painted in the
body color, as on all MGBs until lanuary 1964.
Under the bonnet, the exterior
of the three-main-bearing engine
shows signs of a little wear, but is still
remarkably original. Twin S.U.s with
air lilters still bearing their Cooper
decals, are complemented by the
original Trico windscreen washer
bottle.
At Stan's invitation, I was fortunate enough to get behind the wheel

and take this time machine for short
drive, and to be honest, it was not
that much different from driv~ngmy
own 1962 MGB.
Starting was the normal MGB
procedure, and the non-synchro
box going into first gear made its
usual llttle "grunch." However, once
underway the car ran perfectly with
very little body shaking or rattling.
Steering 1s precise and the gearbox
smooth, plus the brakes are excellent.
Not bad for a 42 year old car with
80,000 miles on the clock1 I wonder
how many other modern sports cars
will be around in 40 years time?
As we watched this historic MGB
being put in its enclosed trailer we
were indebted to Stan for allowing
us to so closely examine the car, and
even more grateful for having been
given the rare opportunity to drive it!
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I1 Secrets to a Timely Restoration

--

I

by Frank Clarici
Toms River, N.J.

And money $S. Yes, you will need
money. Parts cost money, metal costs
money, nuts and bolts, new brakes,
hat is a "timely" restoration? and paint and body supplies all cost
money. There is no getting around
hree years? One year? A
this part because you might borrow
3upIe months? For me, it
some tools from your friends and
SI
e a few months.
neighbors, but they will not lend you
LuaL year I took a rolling bugeye
money for a n old rusty car.
Sprite and totally restored it in under
So you found that car of your
60 days from the day I trailered it
childhood but it's just a bit rusty.
home to the day I rallyed it. This
You make a deal with the seller for
year I picked up a basket case Austin
a few hundred bucks. You quickly
Healey 3000. I bought it June 3 and
scrounge up a trailer and rush to get
entered it in a show October 9.1 hear
your dream car home. Your wife sees
of 12-year restoration projects. I
it hooked to the back of your SUV and
re-restore my cars jn 12 years! I also
lets you know you are truly nuts. She
use them as they were intended and
wants it hauled off to the junkyard
I don't worry about a chip in the
while it's still on the hitch. You expaint or a mechanical breakdown.
plain that you will have it all patched
If nothing happened on the way to
up and better than new in a couple
the event, what would you talk about
months. But she knows you; it will
when you get there?
sit next to the broken lawnmower in
So how do you restore a car in a
the garage for at least a decade. And
few months?
it will become a large shelf for your
First, you need the enlhusiasm
other smaller household projects you
to do the project. Then you have
never get around to fixing.
to stumble on the car you want
So before she has a chance to
to restore. Next you have to have
complain anymore, you unhook your
ambition, time, tools, and, of course,
treasure from the family truckster.
money. Do not attempt a restoration
You immediately start to disassemble
without all of the above.
some of the really crappy looking
Ambition means you really want
stuff like the ripped up seats, broken
to do a s much of the project as you
headlights, a n d smashed door. Now
can with your own hands.
you have u real mess sitting in the
Time means giving up a few stupid TV shows that have no redeeming driveway. She yells out the window for
you to come to dinner. After dinner
social value. I would never give up
"The Sopranos" but "The Apprent~ce" you calmly assess just exactly what
you brought home.
has nothing to do with life a s I know
You discover it has thin alumiit.
num roof flashing pop riveted in a
Tools: You must have basic hand
few spots for floors. You find the wasp
tools, a n air compressor suitable for
body work, air operated body working nest the hard way and the mouse
nest was in plain site inside the air
tools, hammers a n d dollys, a welder,
cleaners.
a good drill with sharp bits, a n angle
You think to yourself that you
grinder with cut off disks and grindmade a major mistake. You admit
ing disks, punches, chisels, and a
good vise. If you have to buy all these your wife was right. You clean up the
mess, push the heap in the garage,
to start your project, just spend the
wash up and instead of TV, grab the
money on a finished car, it will be
parts catalog a n d look at each page,
cheaper.
making notes as to what you think

your car is missing. Now fill in the
order page with what you know you
will need to start the project.
Rocker panels, fender patches,
floor pans. You notice that alj the nuts
and bolts will cost you about a buck
each. You will need to make three
parts orders. The first order is for all
the body panels you need. But a lot of
them are simple sheet metal patches.
Buy what you don't think you can
make a t home from the catalog. Pick
up some sheet metal from the local
sheetmetal shop so you can cut and
fold your own patch panels and or
floor pans. Curved panels bent over
a pipe will work. Your vise and a 2x4
make a fine metal brake.
Nuts and bolts can get expensive,
so check your local yellow pages for
a bolt or industrial fastener supplier.
You will have to buy boxes of 100, but
it sure saves time going to your bin of
bolts and grabbing exactly what you
need, all new with nuts and washers.
100 bolts cost about $5 or $6.
Do something every night, even
if it's wrong. Work on a sub-assembly,
clean it, paint it, replace the nuts and
bolts in it. Make a lower fender patch
- if it's wrong, do jt again tomorrow
night. Before leaving for work in the
morning, go out and second coat the
spray paint on the heater assembly
so it's dry when you get home from
work.
Measure that trinket because
you thought you saw something that
would work in the storeroom a t the
office.
Pick your paint colors before you
head to the paint supplier but be a
bit flexible. Do I want fire engine red
or re-sale red? Does it really matter? Unless you are doing a concours
restoration, it doesn't really matter.
If the paint is one or two shades off
from your magazine picture, nobody
will know.
As you are finishing up the body
work, but before the car is painted, order up all those chrome doo-dads and
MGB DRIVkR-NovemherlDeccmber 2004

rubber bits so they are ready to yo on
the car as soon as the paint is dry.
When you come in from the
garage every night, double check the
parts catalog in case you are missing
something. Check your internet car
list or forum for ideas, shortcuts, and
parts venders. Ebay helps too. Let's
face it, if you wait on your parts, the
price will surely go up. Besides, you
need the parts now, not next year.
With the paint job looking good
and shiny new chrome all over the
car, start installing all those sub-assemblies you have been working on
while the body putty was drying or
the welding was cooling. Don't waste
time watching bondo dry. If friends
stop over, hand them something to
fix or have them hold up the other
end of the exhaust system while they
talk to you. If they bring beverages,
toast your new project but don't stop
to drink, keep on working with their
help and grab a swig after the windshield wipers are operational.
On the weekends, plan on major
undertakings like welding in new
floors, but only after you mow the
lawn and fix the garbage disposal.
This keeps your wife huppy, and the
progress you are making on the heap
you brought home last month will
amaze her. As for the game, read
the score in the morning paper. This
alone will give you four more quality hours with your new project. The
team doesn't even know you exist.
Look at stuff you have around
the house in a new light. That rear
transmission mount that's no longer
available can be made out of a long
bolt and a piece of that old bed frame
up in the attic. The old lawnmower
throttle cable could make a perfect
bonnet release cable, and that short
piece of 3/16" metal rod is exactly
what they used on the hand brake rod
which was broken a n d not listed in
the parts book
You can do it. Ambition, time,
tools, and money O
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LUCAS 25D DISTRIBUTOR SHAFT
BUSHING REPLACEMENT
by Les Bengtson
111cas 25D distributor was
in both the MGB a n d the
9. In 1975, it was replaced
by me newer Lucas 45D4 distributor,
another points type distributor. Thus,
the 25D was fitted to several hundred
thousand MGs over a 13 year period.
In addition, the 25D was fitted
to several million other British cars
while it was in production. All of
these distributors have seen tens of
years and hundreds of thousands of
miles of use and would benefit from
a cleaning, inspection and, in most
cases, a thorough rebuild. Certain
portions of a rebuild, installing new
centrifugal advance system (mechanical advance) spring, followed by
testing and tweaking on a distributor
test machine, are beyond the capability of most hobbyists.
Other portions of a rebuild,
such as cleaning and lubricating the
distributor can be done by anyone.
Until recently, another portion of the
rebuild procedure, replacing the old,
worn distributor shaft bushing, has
been another of those "best left to the
professional" procedures. Now, it no
longer is.
In this article, I will discuss why
bushing fit is Important, why there
have been problems with replacing
them in the past, how those problems have been "solved" and cover
the tools and procedures needed to
replace the distributor shaft bushing.
For many years, the only replacement bushings available have been
those made by Lucas and sold by
some of the major parts suppliers.
There are some problems with this
bushing whjch Ihave discussed with
the technical services people a t Moss
Motors. Ltd. after purchasing one for
a distributor rebuild.
The outside diameter of the
Lucas supplied bushing is .75Or' (314")
ho
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along its entire length. The bushings
I have removed from a number of
distributors are of a different external
shape. These bushings have been
turned down to ,742'' for the upper
two-thirds of their length. This allows
the bushing to be dropped into the
distributor body, aligning itself with
the hole it fits in, then pressed firmly
in place. The lower one-third of the
bushing being a press fit into the hole
in the body.
With the Lucas supplied bushing,
the outside had to be turned down to
the proper shape before it was fitted.
After the bushing was press fitted to
the distributor body, the hole through
the center of it had to be precision
reamed to just over the size of the distributor shaft to ensure a perfect fit.
The tooling to remove and
replace the distributor shaft bushing
and the tooling necessary to allow
the new bushing to be precision align
bored to the proper size is not available and has to be custom made. The
tooling, or jig, to hold the distributor
body for align reaming of the bushing is time consuming to make.
It must be a precision jig of very
close tolerances if the bushing is to
be reamed correctly and on the exact
centerline of the distributor body.
After it is made, it should be used in a
lathe having a four jaw chuck. (With
a four jaw chuck, each jaw is adjusted
independently of the other three,
which allows the piece being chucked
to be precisely centered d o n g the
center line of the lathe.
When reaming the bushing, the
"run out", or side to side movement of
the jig when making each complete
revolution, is held to less than ,0005."
The run out of the more common
three jaw chuck, in which all of the
jaws move at the same time, can average .003" on a good quality chuck.
Not a problem for most work, but not
what we are looking for when precision reaming.)
The problems of having to

make the tooling to ream the bushing, the incorrect external shape of
the bushing and the need to have
a good quality lathe a n d four jaw
chuck made the job of replacing the
distributor shaft bushing beyond the
capability of most hobbyists.
The tooling to simply remove
a n d replace the bushing, however, is
relatively simple to make, does not
require the precision that the align
reaming jig does and, for a single
application, might be replaced with
some "field expedient" tools. The
only problem with this is that the
basic Lucas bushing was the wrong
shape, something 1 had pointed out
a number of times over the internet.
If a properly shaped bushing which
did not require reaming could be
produced, it would make the bushing
replacement something the average
hobbyjst could do without needing a
machine shop.
Peter Caldwell, of World Wide
Auto Parts in Wisconsin, decided to
do just that. About a year ago, Peter
contacted me to inform me that he
was having some Lucas 2SD distributor shaft bushings made up. He
offered to send me two of them for
testing and evaluation, which I gladly
accepted. One of the bushings, stock
number 419430 is the straight ,750"
outside diameter of the currently
available Lucas produced bushings.
This bushing would still require the
outside to be turned down to the
shupe of the original bushings used
in the distributors.
The second bushing, however,
duplicates the external shape of all of
the bushings 1 have removed from old
distributors. It has a major diameter
of .75OU,but is turned down to about
.742" over the upper two thirds of its
length. Here, at last, we have a true
"drop in" bushing available to the
hobbyist. There is only one problem
with the bushing - the internal diameter of the bushing is about .002"
larger than the external diameter of

the distributor shaft.
When 1 precision align ream
the inside of the bushing, after it has
been installed in the distributor body,
I ream it to the basic diameter of
the distributor shaft plus .0005". My
testing indicates that, set up this way,
the bushing will give good service for
about four years use in a daily driver
being driven about 10,000 miles
per year. After that, a new bushing
should be installed and properly
reamed. Based on my experiments,
I would expect the World Wide Auto
Parts bushings to require replacement
every three years or 30,000 miles.
To those of us who use our MGs
as daily drivers, this is not all that
significant. To the person who uses
a n MG only as for pleasure driving,
covering only a few hundred or thousand miles per year, this is not even a
factor worth considering. Thus, since
the introduction of the bushing from
World Wide Auto Parts, the hobbyist
can now replace the distributor shaft
bushing at home and enjoy many
years of improved motoring. The fact
that the WWAP bushings currently
cost less than one half of what the
Lucas bushings cost makes the experience even betler.
The basic source of information
on replacing the distributor shaft
bushing is the factory workshop
manual. Section I3 of the MGB factory
workshop manual and Chapter 4 of
the Haynes MGB manual cover this
procedure. Since these basic reference
documents should be available to
all owners, I will limit myself to the
specific procedures of replacing the
bushing mther than cover the entire
distributor tear down a n d inspection
procedure.
The first step is to prepare the
new bushing. It should be soaked in
engine oil for 24 hours prior to being
installed. An old pill bottle or a small
glass jar can be used for this purpose.
Soaking for longer than 24 hours will
(Please turn to Page 42)
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Continued from Page 41
do no damage.
After soaking. remove the bushing from the oil, wipe off the outside,
and then, let it drain on some paper
towels or old newspaper.
While jt is draining, disassemble
the distributor a s per the instructions in the workshop manual.
Set the parts out in the order they
were removed to make re-assembly
easier. Clean each of the parts, one
a t a time, then, put them back in
the correct order. I use either a n old
tooth brush a n d soapy water or a
good grease solvent depending on
how dirty the parts are. If one of the
grease solvents, such a s Castrol Super
Clean or Gunk is used, I wash the
parts in hot, soapy water, a n d then
blow them dry with compressed air.
After all the parts are clean and
dried, it is time to remove the old
bushing a n d press in the new one.
The bushing is best removed using a piloted bushing driver as noted
in the workshop manual. A piloted
driver is a piece of steel (or aluminum for occasional use) whjch has a
diameter of somewhere between 9/16"
(.5625") a n d .725".
A four-inch long piece of 5/8"
(.625") cold rolled steel is ideal for
a driver. One end has to be turned
down to form the pilot - this is the
piece that tits into the center hole of
the bushing a n d aligns the driver
so that it will push the bushing in
a straight line. The pilot should be
about one half inch long and have a
diameter of ,480" to .485".
The bushing driver is used to
drive the old bushing out and insert
the new bushing into the distributor
body. It may be used with a hydraulic
press, a large bench vise or, carefully, with a hammer. The body of the
distributor must be supported when
removing the old bushing and inserting the new bushing.
The best support for the distributor body is a piece of aluminum
round stock of about two inches
-

diameter und about two and one half
inches in length. Through the center
of this piece, yolt need to drill and/or
bore a hole Iarger than three quarters
of a n inch. I made mine ,800". This
lets the old bushing drop through the
holder when being driven out.
The top of the holder is counter
bored, one quarter inch in depth, to a
diameter of 1.075". This forms a pocket to hold the bottom of the distributor, when it is in its upright position,
a n d aligns Ihe body of the distributor with the center hole the bushing drops through. When the new
bushing is inserted, the body of the
distributor is inverted and placed on
the support. Then, the counter bored
area allows the bushing to be pressed
fully home, a t which point, the bushing will be protruding slightly above
the inside of the distributor body.
Thus, the stripped distributor
body is placed, upright, in the supportiholder and the piloted bushing driver is used to remove the old
bushing. The body of the distributor
is then inverted on Ihe support and
the new bushing slipped into the hole
for about two thirds of its length. The
bushing driver is then inserted and
the bushing is driven home until it is
just flush with the bottom level of the
distributor body. At that point, the
distributor shaft js slipped into the
bushing to check for fit. I t should turn
freely in the new bushing. Remove
the shaft from the distributor body.
At this point, one of two things
must be done. Some of the earlier
model distributor bodies had a hole
drilled in the side of the round section
which houses the distributor shaft
bushing. Later models did not. The
workshop manual states that this
hole should be used as a guide to drill
through the bushing using the appropriate sized drill bit.
The purpose of the hole is
somewhat obscure, especially since
it was deleted in later versions of the
distributor. It may have been used to
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allow oil from the engine to lubricate
the distributor shaft.
However, with the BMC B series
engine little, if any, oil is splashed
into the area of the block housing the
djstributor. There is no oil passage or
galley going to the distributor and, in
my opinion, drilling the hole is not
necessary.
If you decide to drill the hole,
secure the body of the distributor in a
vise, or have someone hold it securely
against a piece of wood, and drill the
hole. Then, clean out the interior of
the bushing a n d test fit the distributor shaft again. There will be a raised
edge on the inside of the bushing
where the drill bit came through.
This protrusion, if it interferes with
proper fit, will need to be relieved
using a flap sander or fine needle file,
then the inside hole in the bushing
thoroughly cleaned. With the later
distributor bodies, this step need not
be considered.
After the bushing is installed
and, if you feel it is required, drilled,
it is time to re-assemble the distributor. This is done according to the procedure listed in the workshop manual. The only thing 1 do differently is to
lubricate the lower end of the distributor shaft, the part fitting through the
bushing, with a good quality Teflon
grease. I also use some Teflon grease
on the distributor base plate where it
moves against the spring on one side
a n d the brass stud on the other side.
This will allow the vacuum advance
feature to work more smoothly.

Field ex edients
and possib e problems

'I

It is possible to use u non-piloted
drift to remove the old bushing and
push in the new bushing. If this is
done, the field expedient drift should
be less t h a n three quarters of a n inch
in diameter a n d a t least one half inch
in diameter. Use care to make sure
you keep it straight and do not damage the distributor body when removing or replacing a bushing.
It is possible to use u block of

wood, with a hole, larger than three
quarters of a n inch, but less than one
inch, drilled through it to support the
bottom of the distributor body when
removing the old bushing. It is also
possible to use a deep socket of a t
least three quarter of a n inch internal diameter, to support the body
when installing the new bushing.
The distributor body needs to be supported from the inside when installing a bushing because it has several
small, somewhat delicate, projections
above the rim level which may be
damaged if they are used a s support.
While these field expedient meusures
will allow one to do the job if used
carefully, I prefer to use the proper
tooling.
There are two possible problem
areas not mentioned in the distributor re-assembly instructions. The first
is that the hole for the cross pin in
the distributor drive dog and in the
distributor shaft is normally drilled
slightly off center. This means that
they are in proper alignment in one
position, but slightly off when assembled 180 out. I use a scribe to make a
reference mark, or witness mark, on
the drive dog and a Sharpie marker
to make one on the distributor shaft.
The shaft is hardened steel and often
does not take u scribe mark.
The second possible problem is
when the points cam is installed on
the distributor shaft and engages
the centrifugal advance weights. The
points cam may be installed one of
two ways - correctly a n d one hundred eighty degrees out. To install it
correctly, remember that the distributor drive dog "ears" are offset to one
side. If the ears are offset towards
you, the notch in the points cam
should be to your left to allow the rotor, which engages the notch, to point
to the number one distributor cap
terminal. Other than these two items,
1 have found no problem areas associated with replacing the distributor
shaft bushing. @
O 2003 Les Bengtson.
All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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As you know, there are no provisions for
or
adjustments, and if there are any deviations
from the factory settings as shown in
Dear Bob:
the manual, there has probably been
I recently acquired a 1979 MGB with
some minor accident damage in the
wire wheels. The car has 40,000 docupast. Any competent alignment facilrnented miles. The front bushings were
ity will be able to put your car on the
bad, so 1 rebuilt the front end using V8
machine and advise you if there are
bushings. In addition, all rubber bushchanges from the factory settings.
ings were replaced at the same time. All
Even minor sideward damage
parts were inspected for wear and none
at any point on the front suspenwas found. There is no play in the swivel
sion components will often be visible
axles. All grease fittings were greased and bending of the vertical edges of the
the shocks topped o f f The vehicle drives
front body shell box sections where
with no pull in the steering whrel up to
the front cross member is attached to
70 rnph.
the framework. Close visual inspecAfter redacing the wheels, I noticed
tion will reveal any such bending.
that the froit wheels were closer ar the
The workshop manual gives
bottom compared to the top when viewed specific static lengths of the front coil
from the front (negative camber). I f the
springs. Even a high mileage spring
front cross member is raised about an
may show to be within the stated
inch, the wheels go to the vertical positolerance, but the compression load
tion. When the car is fully raised, the
will be weaker, allowing the car to
camber goes positive. As J understand it,
sit lower than it should. New front
this cur should have a positive camber
coil springs are available a t a very
until fully under load, and then it should
reasonable cost and, if there is any
have a zero camber and the wheels will
doubt as to the condition of your
be vertical.
existing springs, replacement should
Unfortunately,I didn't see the posibe considered.
tion o f the wheels before I started, so I
Instailation of the lower control
don't know i f there was a pre-exisling
arm bushings with the V8 model type
condition.
is a n excellent idea, as they are very
My guess is that the front springs
long lasting a n d will not have a n
have lost tension and need to be replaced. adverse effect on the ride or handling
Before I tear the front end apart to check
of the car.
the springs, is there anything else 1should
From your letter, it appears
look for that I might have overlooked?
Ihat you have already checked over
Also, what is the proper way to check
all of the possible areas of excesthe springs and what should the proper
sive movement and it would appear
length be without a load? Any help would that your next step would be to visit
be appreciated.
your alignment facility, followed by
Sincerely, possible front spring replacement. If
William Harris
checks out, drive the car
River Ridge, Louisiana everything
for a period of time. The tire wear pattern will tell you if you in fact have a n
Dear William:
actual problem.
Thanks for the stamped envelope?
(Please turn to Page 4 6 )
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Technical Talk - Continued from Page 45
Hello Bob!
Thanks so much for your servlce. I
have a dilemma with my 1974 MGB (Weber carburetor, Crane electronic ignitron,
40,000 volt Lucas coil, plugs gapped at
.036, 270 degree cam, all new electrics
includrng wmng loom, switches everything new during complete rebuild)
On cranking the motor it will, at
times, make a click noise, then be absent
o f all power or any electrical activity.
Jurnper cables will immediately turn the
starter and the car will start like nothing
is wrong. it may be problem-free for one
start or 100 starts, then do it again. The
baltery is new and consistently at 13.5
volts.
The starter is one o f those higlz
torque aftermarket units sold in tlze major
catalogs. I've taken it to an auto electric shop, had it stripped, rebuilt, tested
- without any problems found.
The click sound does not seem to be
coming fr-om the steering column. I've
looked for a short circuit from the battery
to Me engine, but couldn't find one. Any
suggestions?
Thanks,
Mike Comas
Ligonier, Pennsylvania
-
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Dear Mike:
I have no experience wjth the
new hi-torque starters, but from
what you say, there is little likelihood
that there is a problem with the unit
especially as you say that the starter
works fine with the jumper cables attached, then the starter will not work
when just turning the key.
With your hand on the starter
relay a n d someone else turning the
key, can you feel the relay "click"
when the key is turned to the "start"
position? If the relay clicks and the
starter does not engage, there may
be a fault with the whitelbrown wire
going to the starter solenojd. if the
relay clicks and your 12-volt test lamp
shows that there is power to the WIN
terminal on the starter solenoid when

the key is turned to the "start" position and the solenoid does not engage
the starter, the solenoid itself is quite
likely at fault.
If the starter relay is all right and
there is power at the solenoid and the
starter does not engage, your problem
may be with poor connections in the
main cable between the battery and
the solenoid - all of which must be
cleun and tight. If you are using a
modern battery and still have the
original cables with the "helmet"
connections that have a screw hole
in the top, you must change those
original terminal connectors to the
modern "clamp" type cable ends.
Those original helmet cable ends are
tapered internally a n d were designed
to fit a battery terminal with tapered
sides. The modern straight sided
battery posts will only contact the
tapered helmet cable ends at the top
of the post and will not always allow
the correct amperage to flow to the
starter.
You can bypass the starter relay
and the W/N feed wire from the
relay by running a small jumper
lead from the main cable solenoid
terminal directly to the W/N solenoid
terminal. If the starter engages, the
solenoid and starter are all right and
the solenoid feed wire from the relay
should be checked for a fault. Watch
your ignition warning light when the
key "start" position is selected. If the
light dims to nothing and then slowly
returns to full bright when the key is
turned to the "ON" position, you may
have loose battery connections.
Is your main ground cable really
tight at the battery terminal and the
point where it is bolted to the body
sheet metal? Do you have tight connections at the main ground cable at
your left front engine mount?
After all is said and done, the
solution to your problem most likely
lies somewhere between your battery
and the starter andlor your two main

ground connections. If you need a
new main buttery cable, NAPA Auto
Parts can fabricate a new main cable
of about 82 inches in length in 4gauge wire at a very reasonable cost
- all with the correct new cable ends.
I hope that the above will be of help
in solving your problem. Thunks for
the stamped envelope!
Bob
Addendum: 1 received a note
back from Mike with the following.

Dear Bob:
Thanks so much foryour response!
After six or more morlths o f unreliability
and 15 or more jump starts, my car is
once again sound and trustworthy. The
NEW battery cable was loose on the
NEW battery terminal. Visually, it looked
fine. Jiggling it provided the answer to the
problem. I'm so glad, it was something
simple!
Thanks greatly for the advice and
the plan to follow that discovered the
cause. This is the second time in writing
(and a few more times from MGB Driver)
that you have helped me. Suffice to say,
thank you again!
Sincerely,
Mike Comas

MGB Starters
The MGB starter motor from 1969
was the Lucas part number 25660
which was later replaced by the Lucas
part number 25654 with both numbers bejng stamped into the main
body casing.
The later model, which is interchangeable with all earlier starters,
uses a different type of triangular
armature brushes as show on page
171 of the Haynes Workshop Manual
with special emphasis on a "spire"
nut (a very heavy duty internal star
washer), shown pictorially as item
number 8 a n d explained in Section
30, paragraphs 2 and 3.
This special spire nut is almost
always damaged when being removed and should be replaced with a
MGB DRIVER-T\;ovemhc~.iDece~nber
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new washer after replacing the armature brushes. For many yeurs, while
the brush set has been available, this
special Lucas spire nut has not been
available from any known source.
Now, Moss Motors has researched and
sourced a new supply of this special
spire nut and is available from Moss
on their new part number of 131-392.
When replacing those triangulur
armature brushes on the later model
Lucas number 25654, make certain
that you use a new special spire
washer to install at the end of the
armature shaft.

MGfi Splash Panels
MGBs from 1962-1980 have a
metal splash shield, item number 1
on page 61 of the Moss Motors spares
catalog, installed behind each front
wheel.
These shlelds are Installed to
keep road debris from being thrown
Into the inner cavity between the
Inner side of the front fender and the
body shell. Each sh~eldhas a long
rubber seal fitted to the curved edge
close to the inner fender panel, plus
a shorter seal fitted to a n extens~on
at the top. These seals are designed
to close the small gap at the edge of
the splash panel; but even when new,
some fine debr~s,such as sand, could
pass the rubber seal and settle at the
bottom where there is a small clearance between the lower inner edge of
the fender and the front edge of the
rocker panel.
When this fine debris becomes
wet, such as when driving in the ram,
rust wlll commence a n d will first
become visible with rust-through belng seen all along the bottom exterior
area of the front fender. If this area
has rust, you will most assuredly find
similar rust at the front area of the
rocker panel.
So what to do? Remove the splash
panel and be amazed at what you
will usually see at the bottom area.
You can now vacuum, blow away
with high pressure air, or direct a
(Please turn to Page 48)
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high pressure stream of water from
your garden hose to flush away the
debris while also clearing the small
vertical opening a t the rear lower
edge of the front fender.
Any rust-through should be
treated a s shown in the Haynes DoIt-Yourself Repair Manual following
their step-by-step procedure. Depending on what you find after clearing
away the debris, consider applying
a thorough coating of Waxoyl to all
of the inner cavity areu - especially
enough on the lower area to allow the
Wuxoyl to fill a n d seep through the
seams.
Do not apply regular commercial
undercoating from a spray can as
this will harden and encourage further rusting. While you're a t it, order
a new set of rubber seals. Early seals
were secured with folded rivets while
later panels used a push-on type of
seal. Both types are interchangeable,
If it has been a long time since
you took a look inside the front fender
area, remove the securing bolts. At
the bottom is a cross-head screw,
probably well rusted in place; but
the head can be twisted off with Vise
Grip pliers and does not need to be
replaced.
Remember that "Prevention Is
The Best Cure!" It is especially so
when looking at this out-of-sight, outof-mind area. Remember that while
these rubber seals are cheap, the rust
removal process can be a bit costly.
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Pedal Pads
MGBs from 1962 through 1980
used the same rubber pedal pads for
both the brake and clutch peduls. To
dress up the control area, this same
rubber pad can be installed on the
accelerator pedal of MGBs from 1968
through 1974]/2.
Battery Acid Damage Prevention
Rust on any British car can usually be easily seen, but a n out-of-sight

rust problem area is at the battery
carrier area, usually caused by battery acid. This acid can be eliminated
or at least greatly reduced by using
a product like the NAPA Auto Parts
Battery Cleaner and Acid Leak Detector on their part number 765-1072. It
is a spray product that will turn pink
when acid is present.
Several applications may be necessary if there is a large accumulation of acid. Any residual cleaner can
be cleared away with water. Once the
acid is removed, the rusted metal carrier can be protected with a n anti-rust
spray paint such as Hammerile - a
product developed by the well known
U.K. company, Finnegan's, who developed Waxoyl.
Mixture Adjustment
Almost everyone with engines
fitted with S.U. or Zenith-Stromberg
carburetors know how to correctly
adjust the mixture strength.
After setting the carburetors and
with a few miles on new spark plugs,
check their condition against the color pictures in the Haynes Workshop
Manual. If you find that the plugs are
very clean, you may well have the
mixtures set too lean.
Eventually you will often see
abnormal wear marks on the center
ceramic inner cone and perhaps even
see that some of the ceramic material
is missing. This is usually on one or
both sides of the ground electrode and
is caused by overheating - whether
from u lean mixture or incorrect
timing. I f you see any evidence of
abnormal wear, adjust the mixtures
to a richer setting as it is far better to
err on the side of richness.
The recommended spark plugs
for the MGR are the Champion N9YC
or RN9YC or the superior Champion
Single Platinum plug number 3415.

Tire Safety
The May 2004 issue of Motor

.

Trend magazine has two articles, one
on tire testing and one on the effects
of the car's handling when larger
wheels and lower profile tires are
installed.
Both of these articles are very
informative for the average driver
and may even open the eyes of the
supposed professional tire installer.
The testers special emphasis is on
where to locate only two new tires on
the vehicle (on the front or rear) a n d
their emphatic emphasis is that when
installing ONLY two new tires that
they should ALWAYS be on the rear
- no matter whether the car is front
wheel drive, rear wheel drive, or all
wheel drive. ALWAYS ON THE REAR.
Thelr testing also shows that if
you have a tire blow out, always hit
the gas pedal first then slowly ease
the car off the road. NEVER lift off the
gas pedal and hit the brakes. The author shadowed the Michelin tire test
team of evaluators at the Michelin
tire test track in South Carolina. He
lists the following a s Tire Safety 101:
1 - Check the tire pressures a t
least once a month and always check
the pressure cold.
2 - It is better to be a few pounds
over the recommended pressure than
a few pounds under.
3 1Be smart about oversized
wheel a n d tire choices as the wrong
combination will diminish acceleration, braking and handling rather
than improve it.
4 - Remember when not replacing all four tires to put new tires on
the rear, and
5 Remember to hit the gas first
and slowly ease over when you have
a blow out.
Both of these articles make excellent reading. Pick up a copy a n d read
both of them thoroughly.
-

Keeping Your Battery Charged
Many British car drivers do not
drive their cars often enough to keep
their battery fully charged and will
often have to hook up the trusty battery charger to get things running
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again. An alternator will maintain
a battery with a good charge, but
any attempt to use it to recharge a
very low battery will only result in a n
overworked and overheated alternator that will only fail earlier than
expected.
A very reasonable priced alternative to a low battery is the NAPA Auto
Parts 1.5 a m p 12-volt Automotive
Battery Charger on their part number
85-300A. This unit can be mounted
at a convenient location close to the
battery with leads that easily connect to the battery terminals. It comes
with a short 110-volt lead that easily
plugs into a standard extension cord.
This charger will automatically
sense a minimal reduction in battery
charge and will automatically return
the battery to full charge then shut
o f again until it once again senses a
lowering of the battery charge. This
unit will keep the charge up on cars
which have a n electric clock, a modern radio that requires a current flow
to maintain pre-set channels, or even
if the car has a non-operating shut
off switch for the trunk lamp.
If you havc more than one car,
the battery leads can be modified
with a twin pin trailer lamp connector to quickly disconnect the charger to move it to another car. The
unit will work equally well on both
positive and negative earth electrical systems and comes with complete
instructions for the appropriate connections.
Oil Coolers
An aluminium (aluminum to the
Americans) oil cooler was a n optional
fitment to early MGBs, but was later
fitted on all cars until the beginning
of the 1975 model year. Some of these
cars still have their original coolers
and hoses. Sooner or later, either the
hoses or the cooler wlll need lo be replaced. Often the drlver will find that
the steel hose connections at the aluminum cooler will be solidly frozen
and any firm attempts to remove the
(Please turn to Page 50)
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h o ~ will
e only result in twisting and
damaging the oil cooler connections.
There is a simple method that
will almost always loosens the connections without damage to the hoses
or cooler. A propane torch flame will
heat the metal connections wjth no
damage to either the cooler or hose.
When well heated, quickly quench
the hose and cooler connections in a
bucket of cold water.
Afterwards, the connectjons
should easily be loosened. You may
have to apply the heat and quenching procedure another 2 or 3 times,
but almost always, the hose will come
away without damaging either part.
This process c a n be done o n the car
with only the cooler retaining bolts removed, but it is eusier with the hoses
and cooler removed from the car.
Before reattaching the hoses to the
cooler, apply a coating of anti-seize
material to the threads on the cooler
to allow for a n easy hose removal in
the distant future.
Front Hub Cotter Bin
MGB front a n d rear wheel hubs
are retained on the axle by large castellated nuts which are tightened to a
specified torque figure and then the
nut is secured with a large cotter pin.
This procedure is relatively easy on
cars with disc wheels, but the process
is definitely more difficult on cars
with wire wheels.

Before instulling the nut on wire
wheel cars, measure the exact length
of the cotter pin to the outside nut.
Cut one side flush with the edge of the
nut leaving the other side of the pin
about one-half inch above the outer
side of the nut. Tighten the nut to the
specified torque figure and align with
the hole in the axle.
With the long side of the cotter
pin facing the hub opening, bend
the long side of the pin towards the
opening a n d tlatten the end of the pin
against the axle. Many times someone has installed a cotter pin which is
too long and will bend the rearmost
part of the cotter pin back towards the
kingpin, very easy to do; but something that will, a t a later time, make
things extremely difficult and frustrating when it is desired to remove
the hub to change wheel bearings or a
brake rotor.
Those drivers with disc wheels
will see the retaining nut and cotter
pin, und installation andlor removal
will be relatively easy; but the nut a n d
pin on the wire wheel hubs are buried
about 5 inches deep within the hub.
If the cotter pin was installed incorrectly, sometime in the distant past,
the fun will begin.
Make it easy for you or someone
else when installing that cotter pin.
Doing the job so that the cotter pin
can be easily removed in the future
will save a lot of frustration! @I

MGB Registrar and
1967 MGB GT Special Registrar
Marcharn Rhoade
P.O.Box 8645, Goleta, CA 931 17
( 8 0 5 ) 683-2906
kensca@earthlink.net

Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888
wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Midget Registrar
D Zimmerrnan
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, O H
4 4 2 4 0 (330) 678-9394
enmgr@sssnet.com

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
1806 Hazard St.
Houston, TX 77019

MGB V8 Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6 4 3 0
Maryville, TN 3 7 8 0 2
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
9 3 0 N . 3 5 0 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgmgb@aol.com
MGB Limited Edition Registror
Ron Tugwell
3 De Amoral Road, P.O. Box 2 4 0 6
Carrnel Valley, CA 9 3 9 2 4
(83 1) 659-2449
tugwell@ix.netcom.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagan
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, M I 4 8 8 2 7
JDeagan@aol.com
hlGR DRI VER-h o\'en~her~December
2004

phillip.smith@bcm.tmc.edu

1974'0 MGB Registrar
Steve Harding
1913D Darby Rd.
Havertown, PA 19083
(610 ) 446-2073
mgbgtl @hotmail.com

M G 1100/1300 Registrar
Scott Williams
501 N.E. Emmett St.
Topeka, KS 66616
(785) 234-8101
mgll OO@oldertech.com
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The Marque of Friendship
1929-1936
North American MMM Register
Box 727 St. Helena, CA 94574
707 / 963-231 3

1935-1955 Pre-War T-Series Y Type
The New England MG 'T' Register
PO Box 1957 Cary, NC 27512
704 / 544-1253

1956-1962 MGA * ZA ZB
The North American MGA Register
7522 S.E. 152nd, Portland, OR 97236
namgarregistrar@msn.com

1963-1980 MGB Midget 110011300
The North American MGB Register
PO Box 3203 Kent, OH 44240
800 / NAMGBR-1

1968-1969 MGC
American MGC Register
2809 Copter Rd. Pensacola, FL 32514
850 1 478-2171
5l
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Knut Holzer
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Aclve~-tischere
and give your b~lsinessBIG EXPOSURE
for vefv lirtlc cash.
For kli Your 8r:tsh Zai N e 5

L-ess than
S I0 a month.

Norman Nock
iech-ca
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(209)948-8767
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2060 N Wilson Way
Fax
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Our Valved Supporters
Advertise Iwse
and give your business BIG EXPOSI!RE
for ve1y Irtllc cash.

SPRITEIhTIDGET Rr ,MGB
5-Speed Transmission Conversion Kits

SPRITEMIDGET Limited Slips
Lcss than
S 10 a monrh.

Rivergate Restoration Products
233-A I~ldustrialPark Drive
Soddy-Daisy, TN 37379
423-332-2030
www.rivergate5s~eed.com

To find o u t call
757 484 561 1

JOE CURT0 INC
Specializing in S.U. &
Zenith-Stromberg Carburetors
British Car Parts and Repair
22-09 126th St.
College Point, NY 11356

718-762-SUSU

Connell's MG Service Ltd.
6667 East 38th Street Indianapolis, IN 46226
317.545.61 08 Fax 31 7.475.0544

FAX: 718-762-6287

(210) 626-3840
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MG COSAS
PARTS BUY SELL TRADE

JIM & ESTHER UDKLER

24027 CROSSLAND
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78264
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One year - Four great issues S20
(Canada S24, Overseas S30 - U.S. dollars)

A Two years - Eight great issues 540
(Canada $48, Overseas $60 - U.S. dollars)
I

Send name, address and check or MCNisa
information to P.O. 2308, Huntersville, N.C. 28070
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O u r Valued Supporters
(609) 399-2824

c
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8:30- 6

books4cars. corn

"We
A!FX E RUTHIE VOSS

,Inc.

Christop

Service &Repair All Foreign Cars"
PARTS AVAttABLE

2Zi, 7 ; I .3?.?; .?-t.-*,e
L:j6.7; 1.3055 inx
$35317?;77 'I:,[ tr-ri.

CHRIS ROBERTS
PRESIDENT

633 HAVEN AVE.
OCEAN CITY, N.J. 08226

JOHN H TWIST

SERVICE
RESTORATIONS -. PARTS --.
. . . .-RACE - P R O V ~ NP t K t U H M A N L t

S X V E N H. LVANC

631-862-8058

Advertise here
and give your business BIG EXPOSURE
for very little cash.

MGA & MGB PRODUCTS
Modifications &
Recommendations for:

ENGINES
BRAKES
SUSPENSIONS

Less than

BRITISH
Authotlzed Moss Dlsfr~butor

Internet http Nwww mgbmga corn
21 Pamaron Way

Unit l

.OWERFIELD BUILDING 2. SUITE 3
ST. JAMES. N.Y. 117&

5 10 a month.
PHONE a FAX:

b 5 ) 8 8 3 - 7 2 4I
Novato

. California

94949

To find out call
7574845611

'

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register
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Forthcorning Events of Interest to MG Drivers

Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good
standing -please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name,
address, phone number and membership number to 5444 Sutherland Ave.,
St. Louis, MO 63109. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by
arrangement with Michael Pentecost, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front
cover.) Ads will be run for two (2) issues, space allowing. The Register retains
the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state is
shown at the end of each ad.

please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet. The
Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to
j[GB Driver. Information must include date, location, and contact phone
number. Please submit events at least three months in advance to the
,UGB Driver Editor, 5444 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 or email
mgslime@~~bell.net
MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2005

CARS FOR SALE
1964 MGB Roadster - Red pull-handle with wire rims, new top and tonneau cover. Original engine, carbs and transmission. Owned for three
years, but do not have time to enjoy it. Would like to find a good home.
Black (seats a n d carpet) interior in great shape. Asking $9000. Call
(847)223-1453 or e-mail karenandlou@cs.com IL
1976 MGB Convertible - 75,500 original miles. Great condition (has been
garaged). British Racing Green exterior with a tan soft top. All new tires,
exhaust, catalytic converter, master cylinder, brake booster and overhaul
on the carburettor. Newer tan interior and soft top. Comes with two car
covers. Asking $6,800. (303)288-0729 bsturgeon@ci.broomfield.co.us CO

1978 MGB - New paint, new top, new windscreen, new dash, complete
new interior, new tires, new body seals, and many new mechanical parts.
10K on rebuilt engine. No rust, Oklahoma car. Body solid. Car still needs
minor work on engine, i.e. tune-up, and carb adj. Call for full details.
(815)740-5627 or d.parent@sbcglobal.net. $5000.00/obo IL

-

March 19-20, 10th Annual Missouri Endurance Rally, St. Louis, MO, (314)
353-7655 or rngslime@swbell net
June 5, The British Return to Ft. Meigs, Perrysburg, OH (419) 878-2041
June 9-12, British V8 2005, Terre Haute, I N (812) 239-9303
June 12, 12th Annual British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA
(570) 424-6259 www.keyslonerng.com
July 7-10, MG 2005, Olympia, WA * MG Car Club, Northwest Centre
August 18-19, 13th Grand Lake Tour, Grand Rapids, MI, (314) 353-7655 or
mgslime@swbell.net
October 8-9. 2005 Abingdon Trials. (314) 353-7655 or mgslirne@swbell.net

Sell Seek Swap!
PARTS FOR SALE
Books and Ports For Sale - Upon the recent sale of my two MGB GTs, I have
a list of books, videos a n d parts I no longer need. Please inquire for ists at
(760)345-6353 or e-mail wrpowell@webtv.net CA

MGB V8 Project Car - I want to sell my V-8 project car. I have too many
projects. Engine is in the car. Here's the deal: 78 MGB body with chrome
bumper conversion. New inner and outer rockers. Needs paint once engine
is completely fitted. 3.5 Rover engine, new water pump, timing chain a n d
gears. Heads rebuilt. Buick 215 intake. Hugger Headers. Starter rebuilt.
5 speed Rover gearbox. New Electronic Ignition. Edlebrock Carb. new in
box. V-8 Radiator new in box Oil filter relocation kit. Cut down Ford positraction rear (from the MG Guys) mounted on body, set up for stock MGB
wheels. Plus many more parts. You pick up. Can be towed. Price $5000.00
firm (410)817-6862 after 4:00 p.m. or RGL2MGBGT@AOL.com MD

Hardtop - I have a fiberglass hard top for a MGB. It will fit 1963-1980
MGB and also MGC. It is in excellent shape. Must be picked up within
30 days of purchase. No shipping. You may contract your own shipper
or pickup yourself. Cost $1700.00 new. Sell $500.00. Can e-mail photo.
(816)916-0503 or techisrnybiz@y~hoo.com
for more information. MO

1969 MGC GT - British racing green. Great condition. Engine rebuilt less
than 20,000 miles ago. I had it painted about a year a n d a half ago-"base
coat clear coat". Leather seat covers installed 2 years ago. New tires, new
interior. I bought it for my wife and she lets it sit in the garage. She won't
admit it but she's afraid of it. It is fast! I've got over $11,000 in it. Like to
get a s close to $8,000 a s possible. Also have extra parts. (205)970-3814 or
e-mail dmurdoch3814@charter.net. AL

MG Clubs in England
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Other MG Organizations
MG Vintage Racers
253 Bridlepath Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017

The MG Car Club Box 251, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3FA
MG Owners Club Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambs, CB4 5QZ
MG Octagon Car Club 36 Queensville Avenue, Stafford, ST17 4LS
(Pre-'55 MGs)
Midget and Sprite Club Terry Horler, 63 Littledean, Yate, Bristol,
3S37 8UQ

1

The first MGB off the Line still looks great from any angle!
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