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oad trip!
An expression to stir the soul of
the ~ n i m a House
l
fan ... or the
MG enthusiast.
Bill Hedrick and I recently took a
three day road trip in my '79 Midget
to lay out the checkpoints for the
Abinydon Trials Endurance Rally. It
was a n opportunity to go see areas
a n d roads I had never traveled before.
We were looking forward to running the rally in areas of the Midwest
we had not yet visited in the 11 years
since the 24-hour MG enduros had
started at the UML Summer Party in
Michigan and had spread to Missouri and our own previous rallies out
ulong the upper Mississippi river area.
So we headed south and east to
start the rally in Columbus, Indiana.
And be close to the rouds of Kentucky,
West Virginia and Virginia.
It was a great weekend scouting
out great roads just made for MGs.
And enjoying the contrast of terrain,
roads and lifestyles to those we see ev-
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ery day In Chicago. Sights like tobacco barns full of drying leaf, incredibly
opulent horse farms in the Bluegrass
reglon, a n hlstorlc but st111opcratlng distillery crowned by u ralnbow
(this In a warm, dry evening), tram
tracks laid through hollers in front of
houses where you can't step o f f the
front porch when the coal trains are
rumbllng through
We had a great time setting ~tall
up and I think the contestants In the
Trials are really g o ~ n gto enjoy the
drive Roads 11kethls and a n MG are
a perfect match dB
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HAT HAPPENED TO THE
COLOR!?!? is what a lot of
you are probably wondering. Rest assured it will be back, but
we need your continued support.
b
NAMGBR is run by the members for
David i
the members. MGB Driverwill have
Deutsch
as much color as the treasury can
Chairman
afford. Based on our current finances.
NAMGBR
that will allow us to do two color issues a year. The revenues to run this
organization are generated by: memfiliated chapter can be found on the
bership fees, ads in MGB Driver, regas
NAMGBR website at: www.nam&
liu sales, Annual Convention support
org]namgbr. There are many benefits
and a relatively small amount of
a local club gets by being a n affiliate.
donations generated by the NAMGBR
Club liability insurance coveray e for
on line classified section.
meetings, tours and all other nonUnfortunately, membership is
competitive driving events is just one,
down. There are about 50 fewer mem- but probably the most importunt.
bers now than there were this time
Many clubs pay more than $1,000 a
last year. I know WE cun do better,
year for similar coverage. As a n affilirecoup and increase these r ~ ~ r f ~ b e r s -ated chapter, a local club is required
When I say "WE," I mean all of us.
to submit at least one article to the
I'm not asking You to be a memberMGB Driver per year and have at least
ship salesman; just hoping that will
NAMGBR members among
talk about NAMGBR in Your comertheir membership. These arc people
sations with fellow enthusiasts. The
listed in the NAMGBR database as a
h o l j d a ~season is just ahead; if you
member of that local chapter. It is the
know Someone who is a n MG owner
affiliated chapters' responsibility to
and not a NAMGBR member. a mern- kzep track of this information.
bership would be a terrific gift.
I a m very proud to say that my
We attended "The British Invalocal club, MG Car Club Long Island
sion" in Stowe, Vermont, recently and
centre, has more than 20 NAMGBR
enjoyed meeting many NAMGBR
members. The governing board of
members while there. Charles de
this club understands the value and
Bourbon made arrangementswith
importance of being a n affiliated
the organizers for us to have a
chapter and promotes membership
NAMGBR canopy right in the middle
in NAMGBR at their meetings, in
of the event show field. With the help
their monthly newsletter and at their
of Kim de Bourbon, George Carrasevents.
quillo, June Leff and my wife, Eileen,
While I was at the British Invawe passed out about 50 informasion 1 was very happy to have four
tion/membership application forms,
owners of MG-related businesses
signed up eight new members and
approach me regarding advertissold two NAMGBR grill badges. 1'11 be ing in the MGB Driver, I have passed
attending several more shows before
this information on to our editori~I
the Northeast's car show season is
staff, and the advertising and service
over, and hope that 1'11 continue to
recommendation coordinators. If
have similar success.
you deal with a shop or business that
There are 69 local British Car
may be interestcd in advertising here,
Clubs "Affiliatedr' with NAMGBR.
please let us know and we would be
Information about becoming a n afhappy to contact them. Rate card
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information is a::nilable from Ad
Coordinator Mikc pentecost, and his
contact inforrnallhn is on Page 2 .
MG 2005 will De held in Olympia, Washington from luly 6-10.
Eileen a n d I are ..mking forward to
seeing A LOT of k.1ks we have been
communicating r.ljth for many years
e
and
but have yet to s h ~ k hands
break brcad witk,.
I understand m a t there is only
so much tune people can rake away
from work and fcnrniiyto attend MG
functions. All I csk IS that if you can
only attend one &ljor MG event a
year, please con::der maklng it the
NAMGBR Annuo] Convention.
Which b r i n ~fie back around to
color in our pubTi:rtlti~n.All we need
to do is Increase membership, generate a few more ad7 a n d support the
Annual Conventirip when it comes
around to your c,p>a,and we will be
able to make evQp issue a color issue.
As always I'ri like to close by
wishing you and yours the best of
health, happine:$ , ~ n ad smooth ~dle.

Q

Safety Fast,

David Deutsch

'Bs at British Invasion in Stowe, Vermont.

OUR SERVlCE PUTS U
A-PART FROM THE REST.
At Lmlrl. Bnr55.we inow w h o we xre and vrhire a:rr h:.useee corner from Az x grow'\ngc o r p a y
fou-ded ~rthe late 9 0 . 1 .take
~ ~ 2 n d e ~nglvlngycu hlg; EIIFIIF/
C V T T C T P T r e r v c e V4e w i l have rhe
parts you need, che convericcre you waprand ar a lower price 1h.n p b rhougm you would p y

D~ ~~~d~

rn?.lnzA!! a !hw:crr c r d ~ r l i l ~
By be~mgzn on (no barcd comp;r,y.wc are ab!e ro keep coro low
ryrrcm cha: 1s q ~ l i and
t user Ir,epd:y.We ?mc cqc p a r s :or morr Br,nih r l a e q i c r a;td ~ o d t l rnr w e !
as !g, colleciDles md oher uraul ,:mr for cke Br8r;rh ca- enrhuslnr; Lcg an to wxul.LBCarC~.con
m d rce why we cxczl atwhatwe do.

SteeringWhee's

M%$ flotors

HabA8n Bulbs for Most 8ritish
aoq A,nerican Cars

Little British Car Corn pany
www.iBCarCo.com
Fax: 248-489-9665

$, , ,

ochers!

Email: LBCarCo@LBCarCo.com
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Pull-Handle Register

From the Vice-Chairman
by Nick Pappas
Vice-Chairman, NAMGBR
'lo everyone. This is the last
me 1 will be writing to you as
ice-chairman a s I did not run
for re-election.
To be honest, my reason is 1 can
not devote the time and attention
to run for the chairperson's position
next year. Every member deserves to
have a chairperson who can devote
the time a n d attention needed to run
this fine organization. 1 a m not that
person at this time.
I will continue to stop in and
spend sometime with you as I travel,
and pass on to the executive board
what you like, dislike and like to see
changed or added. It never ceases to
amaze me just how open and friendly everyone is as i come to town.
Whether 1 time it with your monthly
meeting or just get together with a
few of you, it always turns out to be a
fun time.
I just returned from Grand

Rapids, Michigan, where John Twist
invited me to the "Old Speckled Hens"
monthly meeting. There were at least
50 to 60 cars lining the streets right
by the water in a small village. 1 arrived after most of the members were
inside getting ready for dinner.
What they did not see was at
least a dozen different people taking
pictures up and down the MG-lined
streets. Kids were asking dads what
type of cars these were, and like
always some of the dads were talking
about the MG they had when they
was younger.
It brought a big smile to my face
and mad me wish 1had my 'B with
me. 1 went inside and was greeted
warmly had a great dinner, talked to
some people I had not seen for some
time and just enjoyed the company.
This is what it is ull about
- good people, great cars and fun
times. I look forward to continuing tocome to your meetings or just getting
to know you. Take care for now. @

by Bill Barge
Pull-Handle Registrar
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es. the Pull-Handle Register is
still alive and active. although
you may not have been able
to ascertain that from the pages of
the MGB Driver. In january 2002, I
changed jobs, which required me to
continue my education. In completing my degree, I spent a year and a
half developing and writing a book
about a process I constructed. For
those interested in the ultimate scavenger hunt, the hardbound edition
can be found in only two university
libraries. The MGB Driver has a much
wider circulation.
While not writing articles, I was
able to keep up with e-mail correspondence. The best news for we
pull-handle MGB owners is that Jeff
Zorn of the Little British Car Company purchased GHN3Ll25370. This
1963 car has a n early 18G engine. His
expertise in parts for our early 'Bs is
priceless.
We have registered nine new
pull-handles since my last article,
five of which were made in 1963!
jim 6- Joann Helmich's 'B was produced very early in 1963, while Paul
Hanley's, Jeff Zorn's, a n d William Gilchrist's were all made in the fall. And
we have another confirmation that
the cars were not built in a sequential
order. Jeff Zorn's GHN3L125370 was
built on Dec. 3, almost a full month
after the Nov. 7-11 built date of William Gilchrist's GHN3Ll25596. And
Jeff's car is only the third of 177 pullhandles in my database to specify
a non-black tonneau cover from the
factory.
The remaining new registrants
include a 1962 (GHN3L/1145),
three 1964s, and a '65. Ron
Globe (GHN3L/34443), Ron Shaw
(GHN3L/37406), und Greg Neely
(GHN3Ll37477) all have pull-handles
made between February and June
MGB DRIVER-SeptemberIOctober 2004

1964. Each of these cars has the 18GA
engine. Mr. Globe's 'B has a n original
factory hurdtop while Mr. Shaw's has
a working original BMC rudio.
The 1965 "Last of the Pu11-handles" was registered by Robert Milks.
GHN3LJ51836 is one of the "hybrid"
pull-handle cars, made after the
engine change but before the removal
of the pull-handles. While titled as
a '65, this car appears to have been
made in November 1964. Remernber that the 3-main bearing 18GA
engines were replaced by the stronger
5-main 18GB engines between chassis
numbers 47112 and 48767 in October
1964. The pull-handle doors were
not replaced by the push button style
doors until April 1965.
One of the more interesting investigations during the last year was
trying to identify the age of several
MGBs. In one case, all of the number
plates (chassis, engine, body, "MGB")
were missing, which seems to be more
common that you would think. The
car had been titled as the wrong year,
another very common problem with
our pull-handle cars. By using the
Original MGB and MCB: The Illustrated
History books, we were able to narrow
the build date to a range of just a few
months. Of course, if we do have the
chassis number, we can find the exact
build date by ordering a production
trace certificate from the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust.
The web site is:
www.heritagc.org.uk/archive/trace.htm

Bill Barge
NAMGBR Pull Handle Registrar
Brgmgb@aol.com
l?S. just a reminder that ifyou send
an e-mail to me, please put "Pull-Handle
MGB" or something to that effect in
the subject line. After being hit with yet
another virus, I now just delete all e-mail
messages where 1 do not recognize the
subject or sender.@I

The MGB Register
t's funny how things happen, and
following a recent mentlon on
colors, and a request for a local
club, 1 received a note from Scott
Relnslmar who owns a 1972 MGB GT
In the fairly rare color of Aqua which
MG used for a very short time in the
'70s Along with Aconite ('74-'75) and
Black Tulip ('73), this was one of the
"soft" paints produced by I.C.1. for
the MGB and-the GT and lasted only
a short time period due to problems
with "rain spotting" and the difficulties encountered in retouching.
Scott's car was purchased in 1972
by a n Army officer in Atlanta, Georgia. Later, this soldier was transferred
lo Fort Ord Army base In Monterey,
California, and upon being posted to
Vietnam, he sold the car to a lady in
Watsonville, California.
Scott purchased the GT in 1981
and, being factory undersealed, it was
in fair condition. It had little or no
rust and so Scott's son and daughter
drove it 25 miles each wav to school
as on everyday car. In 1997 the Reinsimars moved to Napa Valley, where
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the car was serviced regularly by
Napa Valley Auto Restoration.
In 1997, Scott made the decision
to restore the GT with a completely
rebuiit engine, and a new interior
including carpets, door panels a n d
trim. Fortunately the headlining was
in good condition and so didn't have
to come out! The body work was entrusted to Ron Wheeler of Forestville
who matched the Aqua paint to the
original color on the door jambs a n d
car was completed In October 1997,
whereupon it took first place in the
GT
class
at the Sacramento British car
,
*
(Please turn to Page 10)
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The 1972 MGB GT of Scott Reinrimor, repainted in the original rare color of Aqua.
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Midget Register
would like to share the followinq
letter, written by fellow Midget
owner, Bruce P. Miller, of Richmond, Indiana. I hope you enjoy it as
much as 1 did.

b

I

"Tommy" MGB roadster
model, 1110th scale.
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MGB Register - Conrinued fiom Page 9
"We were thrilled" said Scott,
however this GT is not a garage
queen and Scott and his wife took
a trip to Edwards Air Force Base in
California to visit his son. They found
no problems climbing the long and
steep Tehachapi Pass, where the MGB
ran flawlessly.
Then followed a long trip from
California to Utah, where Scott now
resides. Over the Sierra Nevada and
the desert to Salt Lake City. 1 have to
tell you, (though he will not mind,
I'm sure) that Scott achieved this on
his 70th birthday, driving solo!
The severe long winters in Utah
have given rise to the thought that
Scott might sell the car and as he
says, "It really is a California car and
should be driven more:" However, in
my mind it just proves that you're
never too young to enjoy MGB'ing!
On another matter, I know there
are many members out there who
collect model MCs. I myself have
over 300 MGBs and ut the University
Motors reunion I acquired one 1 had
never seen before - a "Tammy" MCB
roadster, about 1110th scale, in light
blue. Mattel's Barbie had the Healey
- and ldeal Toys' competitor Tammy
the MGB. Whatever - it's a great addition to my showcase!
The point of all this chatter is to

1

tell you about a club just for model
MGs. Started in the USA, the Miniature MG Car Club has since moved its
headquarters to England. So if you're
interested, contact: Alan Long, 13
Laburnum Road, Banknock. Stirlingshire. FK4 ISU. Scotland, or e-mail
him at minimgcarclub@blueyonder.
co.uk. for details.
Finally, I have received several inquiries about MGB hardtop hardware
following my recent article and where
to get bits and pieces. Page 50 of the
Victoria British MGB catalog lists
quite a few items, otherwise you'll
have to contact suppliers in England.
Drop me a line if you think I can help
And lastly, these are our latest
additions notified for inclusion on the
MGB Register - thanks to all who
sent information!
Lemuel Burnett......................
71 MGB GT
Lawrence Hicks................... .
.
............'70 MGB
Tames Pendleton ..................................... '79 MGB
Mark & Mary Jean Gloudeman ...........'75 MGB
Scott Sr Barbara Reinsimar .............'72 MGB GT
Dodd Strong .......................................
'71 MGB
Bill Abraham .......................'67 MGB GT Special
JohnGilbert ....................
.
..............
'78 MGB
Wayne Hardy ...................................... '72 MGB
Ron Hafner ..............................................'65 MGB
Norbert & JanetMeyer ..............'63 6r '67 MGBs
lohn Cudmore .................................. '72 h4GB GT
Kim 6- Laura Rutherford .................. '79 MGB LE

Greeting to my Midget Registrar:
Enclosed find three pages o f information on three Midgets I currently own.
Thank you for being NAMGBR's registrar.
I have rnade some comments on
each car on those pages. I don't own cars,
they ow17 me - in a manner o f speaking.
Midgets ... we don't get in thern, we "put
them on."
In addition to n2y three Midgets
(sounds like an old TV show?), f own, and

I I

TC-TD-TF-MGA-MGB-C-Midget
SHOCK A B s 0 R B E R s : ~ r o n t Rear
MGTC ........................................
1 6 5 . 0 165.00
MGTD 8, TF .............................
165.00 601e5

MGB, Midget caliper ...................... .
......... $75.00
MGA.MGC caliper........................... .S125.00
MGA. Midget twin rnaster1956-1967 .......$165.00
MGB, Midget master 1060-80................... $125.00
lvlGC brake master ................................... $175.00
MGC booster servo ...................
.
.
.
.....$375.00
Brake 8 Clutch cylinders brass sleeved ..... $40-60
Kingpin swivel ax:e rebushed .................. $40-980
Front end a-arm (Midget)..........................
$75.00

CARE BODIES REBUSHED:
and new Ihroale shafls .......... ..$55.00 each
Pnces shown are for Exchange or Ycurs Rebuiil .
Core charges apply B items are ordered prior to
(and are refunded after) our receiving your old unit
S/R $4.60-$8.00 per item. FREE CATALOG.
w.
ap,clehydraulics.com

have registered with Mr. Rlioade, a 1972
MGB GT. So with four MGs in my driveway on a busy thoroughfare, I gel quite a
few gawkers, inquiries, and offers to sell
me other MGs or British cars, especially
in the summer when I have one or two
hoods (bonnets) up and maybe an engine
hanging on my hoist. My wife is an MG
"widow", but at least I'm at home. Ah,
life with LBCs!
Well, enough intro.
Safety Fast,
Bruce I? Miller

1973 Midaet

APPLE HYDRAULICS
1610 Middle Road, Calverton. NY 11933
631-363-9515. FAX: 631-369-9516

Toll Free 800-882-7753
h a . Mastercard. COD Free Cataloo
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Midget
Registrar

Miles showing, 78696 as of 0 1 / 0 4
(over 100.000?Don't know).
My wife and I call her ' ~ m r n ~ " as in emerald green. I have driven her
many miles until I had to pull the engine this past summer due to a severe
oil leak. Car is in fair condition. Rusty
body, good interior, new top, nonoriginal luggage rack. Options-radio
(has housing and antennu), tonneau
cover (but no rail).
I will be repairing and restoring
Ernmy - we've had lots of fun jn her.
She's a keeper.

C A R B U R E T O R S : C O M P L E T E REBUILDING
Disassembly, c1ear;;r;g.bodies rebusned, new
lhrolfle shats, jets, needles,floal vab/es, gaskets.
Flow bench !es!ed.............................. 8345.0Olpair

1

D
Zimmermun

Green
1973Mid?et
Mal ard
Rare Ochre interior

BRAKES : sleeved and rebuilt

I

- '

THE MILLER MIDGETS

MGA............................................ 69.95 49.95
MGB, MGC, Mldget .................... 69.95 49.95
HEAVY D U N UPGRADE ..........10.0C 10.00
SHCCK LINK [New or Rebuilt) .......... Scall

..I
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Round wheerarch
Red with Navy interior
This Midget probably had a
12V.587 ZL engine originally, so I
don't think it's original - per HorIer.
I believe it had a radio from new
(Please turn ro Page 12)
71

Midget Register - Continued from 1
(antenna hole in wing) - only option
1 know of.
Has 88569 miles showing as of
01/04 and very rusty in usual places.
Non-running, parts or project. I will
be selZing it.
I have no Heritage Certificate, but
it might be Interesting to see if they
can tell me what engine was original.

1965 Midget
Black with white interior
Wire wheels
Above exactly next to chassis
number plate (standard location) is
a black plastic, square stick on plate
with numbers and letters in yellow
"BMC 65." What is it, where from, etc.
- Factory? Dealer?
Under carpet, on the deck, behind
the seats is written in yellow crayon
"Line 2" and "24." What does that
mean? What is its source? J understand this Midget to be one of 4,390
left-hund drive North American
Midgets (per Original Sprite &Midget,
by Horler).

Car has other options: heater,
radio, bumper guards. I have not sent
to the Heritage Trust for a n authentication certificate.
This car shows 81059 miles
and very little rust, but is in project
car/non-running status as of 01/04.
Has not been on the road for 25 to 30
years, garaged and in project status.
This Midget is very much worth restoring to original condition. 1 would
consider selling the car to someone
who would do so. To part it out or hot
rod it would be a tragedy. It's a rare
piece of MG history.
On the other hand, I would hate
to sell this '65 because I a m quite
charmed by it. I foresee it to be at
least as much fun as Emmy, the '73,
if not more - and more showable,
rough or restored. However this '65's
restoration must compete for time
and limited funds with the '73 and
my '72 'B GT, with wire wheels, navy
interior, and former overdrive to be
returned which I have an affection
for also. @
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My husband bought my MGB
in 1980 for my birthday. Since I had
been a young mother, I was looking
forward to being a young grandmother and taking my grandchildren for a
ride in my 'B.
Twenty-plus years later I finally
was able to take my only grandchildren (twins) for a ride. They think it
is "cool."
Vivian Hanlin
Member #1-378

the R.A.C. (Royal Automobile Club)
rated horsepower.
By the way the brand-new MGB
book from David Knowles entitled
MCB - A Celebration o f Britain's BestLoved Sports Car, is a real cracker with
something for every MGB owner.
Published by Haynes - well worth
the money!
Glad to set the record straight!
Marcham Rhoade
MGB Registrar NAMGBR

Dear Editor:
1 read the letter about my book
reviews (MGB Driver May/]une 2004)
from G. Wayne Hardy also with
"some amusement."
It's fairly obvious that Wayne
must have missed the title of the
article I wrote: "The MGB in Print,"
which is what the editor asked me for.
It would have been therefore
entirely inappropriate for me to
jnclude Maintaining the Breed (which
was written before the MGB ever
existed!), a n d also the Kimber Centenary book about the founder of MG,
who passed away 1 7 years before the
MGB arrived! Some of the chapters in
Mr. MG by Peter Thornley do touch
on the MGB, but not in a manner
specific enough to warrant inclusjon
in a feature devoted exclusively to the
MGB in print.
If Wayne would like to learn
more of the best MG books of the
past I suggest he starts with the Barre
Lyndon trilogy, Combal, Circuit Dust
and Grand Prix, published in 1933-34
which, written in a n jnimitable style,
detail the early efforts of MG on the
racetrack. He can then have a go at
the other 400-odd MG books which
have been written.
In another letter in the same issue, Frank Epperson asked about the
H.P. (5.A.E) on the Manufacturer's
Statement of Origin. The letter S.A.E
denote the "Society of Automotive
Engineers" while the "15.98" denotes

To Robert Rushing, Author of
"Installing Lucas FT11 Fog Lights" in
the May/]une 2003 MGB Driver
I have a pair of Lucas driving
lamps that I would like to put on
my 'B. i knew there was a n article
somewhere in the MGB Driver and
searched my back issues until I found
it. I would like to mount them in the
same place and manner as you have.
But first, if you don't mind, a couple
of questions.
You mention that mounted on a
badge bar they shake. Do they shake
mounted on the bumper? Have you
had any issue with their location i.e.:
they are very near to the front edge
of the bumper - have you had any
damage from "blind parkers" or such.
Or do the over-riders protect them
enough?
The wire, switch, etc, presents no
problem, but could you tell me where
you got the five-pin relay? Is it the
sort of thing one could ask for at, say,
Autopak (probably the Canadian
equivalent of Autozone). Is there a
brand name or part number you
could give me?
Now that you've had them on for
some time, are there any niggles that
bother you that you would remedy if
installing another set?
Thank you for your article by the
way. I assume if I follow your directions I should have light !
Regards,
Graham Ayers, '72 B
MGB DRIVER-SeptemberiOctober 2004
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Robert replres:
Dear Tech Talk:
Thanks for remembering my article.
I'm really glad it was o f some use to you.
A comment on the item "Metal
As far as shaking goes, I haven't
Cooling Fans" in the Technical Talk
noticed any with them mounted on my
column in the ]an/Feb 2004 MGB
bumper. On my friend's 'B where they
Driver.
are mounted on a badge bar, the light
Reversing a fan on its shaft will
bounces all over the place which makes
not reverse the direction of airflow.
them a bit irritating to use. Mine seem to Try it on a simple cooling fan that
give a good steady light.
will allow the fan to be installed
I'm not sure if the overriders will
either way. Only by reversing the roprotect them or not. I don't know i f I've
tation of the fan blade can the airflow
just been lucky or i f if is an issue. The
be actually reversed. Reversing the
overriders do sit a bit proud o f the lamps
fan itself on the same shaft leaves the
so I would hope that they would get some angle-of-attack of the blade the same.
kind o fprotection, but most car and SU V
I suspect what inhibits the coolbumpers aren't lined up with the '6's so I
ing effectiveness of reversing the
don't know i f they would help or not.
metal cooling blades is the change
I got the five-pin relay from British
in the leading edge of the blade that
Wiring (www.britishwiring.com).
l'nl sure occurs with the reversal.
you could probably buy one at Autopak
The fan blades are not symor even find one from a junkyard. I went
metrical in their construction. They
with the new one and the housing main@ are probably designed with a leading
for looks.
edge, i.e. "the front" with a n optiThe only thing I would change with
mum angle-of-attack to meet the inmine is I would install a regular switch
coming air and the trailing edge with
on the center console for easier access.
a n angle to optimize the separation
It really hasn't been much o f a problem
of the air. While reversing the fan
to reach up under the dash to flip the
doesn't reverse the direction of the
switch, but there have been a couple o f
"pumped" airflow, it makes the blade
times where I had to take o f f the gloves I
very inefficient.
was wearing so I could feel it. Otherwise,
Not that this makes a difference
I really like them, especial@when I'm in
in the lesson, e.g. make sure the fan
an area with a lot o f deer!
is installed as designed! However, it
I hope that's answered your quesmay lead a reader to try to accomtions. Another friend o f mine used the
plish flow-reversal on some other fan
instructions to install a set on his car and application - and it just won't work.
had no problems so 1 don't think I made
any mistakes or left anything out. lfyou
Larry Hagenauer
do run into any probiems, just e-mail me.
Robert
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I" MG Rubberbands
by Ralph Campagna
ave you got the rubber
bands. Daddy?" asked
my 5-year-old daughter
Emily a s we were on our way
to her grandad's house in the
MG .
"Uh, er, well w e really
don't need them this time,
honey!"
MG? ... rubber bands? ...
you
miqht well ask ...
'
~ e ' i la, recent trip to
Grandad's - about six hours after
getting the MG registered following a three-year restoration project
- turned into a n experience worth
sharing.
(To be sure, it was these stories
and the photos in my MGB Driver that
kept me going!)
I bad twisted my wife's arm to
let Emily stay up a bit late in order to
go with me on a n evening ride in the
'B, rather than take a bath and be in
bed by 8. The car was running great,
except for a new "whine" in the water
pump belt.
On the way home from Grandad's at about 8:30, there was a sudden thud a n d then the ign~tionlight
went on. I immediately found a safe
place to pull over, which luckily happened to be the lighted parking lot of
a carpet store.
The alternator mounting bracket
on the water pump had snapped. Sure
enough, I had failed to install the
long bolt through to the rear bracket
mounted on the engine. Oh well ...
But here's the crazy thing: the
belt was missing! Emily and I walked
back down the road to look for it and
sure enough, about 500 feet buck we
heard the "thump-thump" of passing
cars running over a belt. We grabbed
it off the road between cars and ran
back to the MG to try and rig it up.
Wouldn't you know, the belt
wouldn't fit! It was too short! What
are the odds someone else would lose

I

their fan belt at that exact same spot?
Emily, however, was not surprised: she been sure the belt wouldn't
fit because the cars had been running
over it.
So there we were, five miles from
home, stranded. Emily was up way
past her bedtime. Thank goodness
there was good reception on the
cell phone so I could call home and
explain the situation. I asked my wife
to "get as many large rubber bands
a s you can." just then a nice person
stopped and offered to help. I told my
wife to stay put and wait for a call
from me.
Two hours later, after trying with
my rescuer's help to rig up u belt, 1
decided to try driving home, taking it
in short juunts and letting the engine
cool down in between. After the first
leg, about a mile up the road, along
came my faithful MG wife, bag of
rubber bands in hand, angry because
1 neither called nor left the cell phone
turned on!
Five minutes later we were on our
way home, with 15 or so larger rubber
bands around the engine and water
pump pulleys. The lights got a little
dim and the engine started to misfire,
but sure enough we made it home
safely.
And yes, I stayed up that night
and removed the water pump so I
could replace it the following day.
So there you are - Emily, rubber
bands, the MG - now you know the
whole story! @
MGB DRIVER-SeptemberIOctober 2004
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Treat your MG to a North American MGB Register
grill badge, and help support your national organization.
NAMGBR enhances the pleasure of owning MGs,
and keeps us all connected through the MGB Driver,
the web site www.namgbr.orglnamgbr,
MG events, and much more.

Show your enthusiasm up front.
$30 + $3 slh 517 663-6167
Order from Susan Deagan treas4namgbr@aol.com
MGB DRIVER-SepternberlOctober 2004

17

Novice Autocross School
by Robert Rushing

)
I

I

t was very cold the morning T was
to attend the local Sports Car Club
of America's Novice Solo I1 Autocross School. So cold in fact, that I
was afraid to put the top up for fear of
cracking the plastic.
So I drove the 10 miles to the
school, which was being held in the
parking lot of the local amphitheater here in St. Louis. It goes without
saying that 1 was completely frozen
by the time 1 arrived. Only later did
I find out that they had made fun of
me as I was driving across the parking lot for being so insane to drive
with the top down in those temperatures. Oh well.
Essentially, autocrossing was
fairly new to me. Although 1 had
autocrossed a couple of times before
- the first time being a t MG '96 in
lndy and the other a t a Sunbeam Tiger club event - 1 didn't really know
what to expect from this SCCA-sponsored school, since they take this stuff
very seriously. Would it be mostly a
bunch of boring class work or would
they just briefly give us some sketchy
instructions and kick us loose? Turns
out, it was neither. In fact, it was to be
about the perfect combination.
The SCCA had limited the novice
school to just 30 students. 1 had been
trying to get jnto this class for a
while; but every time we heard about
the class, it had quickly filled up.
Luckily, this year Rich Berger found
out about it early and immediately
got the rest of us organized to sign up
for it via the internet.
Besides Rich with his ' 8 0 B LE,
there was John Mangles in his '73
'8, Ken Biermann in his son's '67 ''8,
Mike Fishman in his '65 'B, and me in
my '71 'B. Looking around at the cars
that other students had brought made
us feel pretty out of date. There were
Audi TTs, BMW M3s, Hondas, Nissans. Miatas, and quite a few Subaru

WRXs. Almost all of them were
equipped with low profile tires and
very rev-happy engines. It didn't help
any when one of the younger drivers
seriously asked if our MGs were "kit
cars."
The day started with all 30 of
us bunched around the side of the
school's trailer trying to block some
of the cold wind. They had decided
that they would hold the class work
out at the location instead of going to
a nice warm hotel conference room
und have to waste time driving all the
way back again. Even though we suffered some from the elements, I have
to agree that was the correct decision.
In all, we spent about two hours
covering the basics of Solo I1 plus the
rules, etiquette, techniques, and the
schedule for the day.
After "Autocross 101," it was time
to meet our instructors. This is where
this school excelled. There was one
instructor for every two students. The
organizers broke all the students into
two grids of cars with two sections to
each grid. Each instructor had one
student in each section on the same
grid. This way, the instructor could
ride with the student as much us the
student needed while the first section ran their laps, then be abIe to
go to the next student when it was
their section's turn. After all the laps
were finished for the whole grid, the
instructor would go with their two
students out on the course to work a
corner and show the students how to
do that end of autocrossing while the
second grid of cars had their turn.
The first set of runs we made was
performed to establish a baseline
from which to work on for the day.
Each section was allowed three laps.
My very first run is almost too
embarrassing to relate here. I took
to heart the idea of "looking ahead"
and was looking way too far ahead.
I completely missed the first turn. I
then continued on at my instructor's

1
I

I

1
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urging; but felt I had to make up for
my stupid mistake and was overly
aggressive. Next thing I know I'm in a
full spin knocking cones up in the air
like popcorn. By the time I finished
that first lap, over 91 seconds had
elapsed. My second run was quite a
bit better. I finished at just over 67
seconds. My third lap was down to 61
- not too bad.
After our turn of working the
course, my grid came back in to take
six runs each. This is where we'd
really get a lot of our instruction on
how to approach the course. The
other guy that was with my instructor
elected to only have him ride in his
car a couple of times then went out on
the course alone; but coming back in
each time lo discuss different parts of
the course.
I decided to have my instructor
ride with me every time during my
six laps. After my first lap of my six,
I managed another 61. My next two
laps 1worked down to 59 and my
last three kind of stayed around 58.3
seconds.
The instructor taught me how
and when to look ahead on the
course. He showed me how to antjcipate what was coming up next and
the best way to line myself up for the
next curve. I was feeling really good
about my times and how smooth 1
was getting; but that feeling left me
when it was our grid's turn to drive
again. This time, we'd take two final
laps without a n instructor in the car
to see how we could do on our own.
My first fear was that I would
get lost out on the course after getting used to the instructor pointing
out the braking points and line for
the curves. However, I got out there
and followed his advice of saying
"Look Ahead" out loud over and
over again like some kind of a mantra. It worked because my first run
had equaled the best of my other
runs at 58.3.

Before I went back out for my
second lap, my instructor ran over
a n d guve me another piece of advice.
He suggested that when 1was corning
into the slalom before the last curve,
slow way down before entering the
first cone then accelerate through
the rest of the cones a n d gun it hard
through the final curve to the finish
line. This was evidently the key that
was missing and which helped me
finally break out of that 58.3 plateau.
As 1 came in from my final run, I
looked over at the clock and saw my
best time of the day - 57.5 seconds!
Overall, the class was worth
the time and every cent of the $50
registrution fee. Not only did 1 get
plenty of seat time, which is almost
impossible to come by in a regular
autocross event, but 1 also got a lot of
instruction on how to better handle
my car. It also helped give me a lot
more respect for the guys who can
run the course fast at a normal event
when they only get around three or
four tries instead of the 11 I got!
Now that I've gone through the
school, 1 feel a lot more comfortable
about going to one of the local Solo I1
events. Even if I end up at the bottom
of my class, at least I'll know what
I'm doing and will have a n idea on
how to improve.
If you'd like to take u novice class,
check with your locul SCCA for class
schedules. Don't know how to contact
your local chapter? Check online at
www.scca.org @

I
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Book Review
Miles"
By Arthur G. Evans

by Kim d e Bourbon

"Ken

Published

by

Photo Data Research

KEN MILES

ISBN 0-9705073-3-X
Hardcover, 124 p a g e s
en Miles is part of MG racing
history lore, and was possibly
one of the best race car drivers
ever. He raced many sports cars from
MG TDs to Ford GT-40s, in 212 race
events, finishing in FIRST PLACE a n
amazing 99 times!
From his roots in Great Britain,
where he served the Queen in World
War I1 and then worked for Wolseley
Motors, he accepted a job offer from
Gough Industries in Californja (the
MG &I Morris distributor there) and
relocated to the United States in 3951.
Then Ken built and raced his
"R-1" MG special, and later his "R2, Flying Shingle" MG special, both
of which he raced with tremendous
success.
He also raced MG TFs, MGAs, MG
EX-182 a t Le Mans, and he set land
speed records with co-driver Captain
George Eyston a t the Bonneville Salt
Flats in MG EX-179. Then Ken moved
on to racing Porsches, a n d many
other sports cars, in 1964 finally
joining Carroll Shelby's racing team
-and the big league of racing,
Not only did this m a n race
sports cars, he helped design them,
and truly understood them. He
helped design the Sunbeam Tiger V8,
prototype. He refined the AC Cobras
to be winners. As Carroll Shelby said
of him: "Ken was a world-class racer,
and the best test driver I ever knew."
But who was Ken Miles? Art
Evans had the fortune to know Ken
well, and now paints a picture of him
to share with us. In his book, Art taps
the insights of the many people who
knew Ken over the years - Carroll
Shelby, John Von Neumann, Al Moss,
Mollie Miles (Ken's wife), Bill Pollack,

British Invasion XIV

John Morton, Augie Pabst, and many
others -who all share their thoughts
about the Ken Miles they each knew.
Ken was involved in racing,
building and testing race cclrs, and in
the California sports car movement.
Ken also had a strong personality,
which at times got him involved in
controversy.
The book is loaded with more
than 130 photos of Ken, his racing,
and related activities over the yeurs.
It's a fascinating story, which comes
to a tragic end in 1966. Ken was test
driving a prototype Ford "I" car which was to be the replacement for
the Ford GT-40 - when it had some
kind of mechanical failure at speed,
causing it to crash, killing him.
Ken MiIes was a lot more than
just a famous MG racer. To find out
more about this man, his cars, and
his accomplishments, you'll just have
to read Art's book, which has just
been released (First edition, 2004).

f you live in the Northeast a n d
have never been to the British Invasion, get out your 2005 calendar
now and mark the third weekend in
September for a trip to Stowe, Vermont. Charles a n d I took the drive
up to northern Vermont this year for
the first time, a n d hud a fantastic
experience. The trip up and buck was
a s much fun for us as the four-day
event itself,
We traveled with our usual MG
traveling companions: David a n d
Eileen Deutsch in their green '75 'B
a n d George Carrasquillo and June
Leff in their newly black and flamepainted '76 'B. I drove my Tarton red
'66 'B, fresh from a new head job and
raring to tackle the Green Mountains
of Vermont.

Charles brought up the rear in
his blue 2001 Subaru Forester, the
"MG search and rescue" vehicle,
which transformed into the "beverage
wagon" once we reached our destination. He also hauled the pop-up
canopy we set up on the show field
with the North American MGB Register banner.
Stowe is located at the northern
end of Vermont, and scenic Route 100
is highly recommended as a great
way to get there from the south, since
it traverses the entire state.
There's a lot going on at a
"British Invasion," which each year
attracts 600 to 700 cars of all kinds.
Quite literally, British cars invade the
tiny resort town of Stowe this weekend, and it is a delight to just drive
around the area and see all the cars
out on the road. (Please turn to Page 22)

Reviewed by Greg Prehodka
MG Vintage Racers

Photo Data Research
800 South Pacific Coast Highway
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
Cost: 858 ($49 + $9 s/h)
Phone (310) 540-8068
Fax (310)373-5988
pIzolodataresearch@yahoo.com
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The North American MGB Register was out in force at the three-day British Invasion
XIV event in Stowe, Vermont, on Sept. 17-19.
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The British Invasion c o n t i n u e d tiion1 Page 21
For us, one of the fun parts of
Stowe was meeting people from different ureas, and we saw many cars
from Massachusetts, upstate New
York and Quebec there.
The event started Thursday
morning with a tour and lunch of
Lake Champlain, but we couidn't
get up there until Thursday evening.
Friday featured another run rally,
though, so we picked up our registration packets a n d headed out on the
drive a t a leisurely pace. (One wrong
turn, and we almost made it into
Canada!)
The main show was on Saturday,
a n d what a show it was! The weather
was typical of early fall in New England, and a little chilly and threatening in the morning, but the fog lifted

by mid morning and the sun came
out to shine on more British cars than
I'd ever seen in one place a t one time.
The popular choice voting was
a real challenge, a s it literally took
hours to go through more than 50
classes of cars. This year, the featured
marque was the MG, though, so it
was a real treat to see so many fine
'Ts, 'As, 'Bs, 'Cs, 'GTs and Midgets on
the field.
Sunday morning, there was a
"Competition of Colors" and other
fun events such as the Tailgate and
Backseat Drivers competitions, which
we unfortunately had to miss in order
to get back home to Pennsylvania
and Long Island.
We look forward to joining the
"lnvasion" again next year! 8
MG was the featured marque at The British lnvasion in Stowe, Vermont, this year,
and there were a tremendous number of fine MGBs on the field.

To the rescue at Smuggler's Notch! In the tradition of MG owners ever
roadside repair help was offered to a vinta e MG from Canada s t a l l e ~ ~ ~ ~ s i d e
of the road. Checking out the fuel pump un er the car is David Deutsch, chairman of
the North American MGB Register. Checking things out under the bonnet is George
Carrasquillo, president of the MG Car Club, Long Island Centre.

1
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Gorgeous New England scenes everywhere, on the road in northwestern Vermont.
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Summer Party Reunion 2004

The Old Speckled Hens' parking lot party Friday evening at the University Motors
Summer Party Reunion 2004.

University Motors
Summer Portv Reunion 2004
by Robert ~ u ; h i n ~

with a

m

Tan

Tell the world vou9rea member with a
shirt that says it all.

$30 .t $4 S I ~

51 7 663 6167
treas4namg br@aol.com
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t's been five very long years since
the last time John Twist held one
of his excellent University Motors
Summer Party Reunions.
Although the party has been
missed, it turned out to be worth the
wait! The festivities kicked off on a
very chilly Thursday morning when
36 hardy individuals began the 12th
Annual Grand Lake Tour Endurance
Challenge. (See Page 32 for a full
report).
Besides the rally, there were several self-guided driving tours available to early arrivals, a Pre-Ignition
party, and Ken Smith showing a few
classic MG movies for the evening's
entertainment.
Friday had a variety of activities
all day ranging from "Talking Tours"
of the featured MMM and Twin Cam
models to a n auto museum tour
MGB DRIVER-SeptemberfOctober 2004

There were receptions for the various
invited groups and vendors selling
their wares in the fair-like atmosphere
of the host hotel's parkinq lot.
Later in the afternoon, the
endurance rally teams funneled in
and the West Michigan Old Speckled
Hen MG Club geared up for their
famous parking lot party where they
served hotdogs and lots of cold beer
to their fellow MG enthusiasts from
around the country. The only thing to
dampen the festivities was the light
rain that began to fall in the early
afternoon.
Saturday finally saw the perfect
August weather that Michigan is famous for having at this time of year.
The sun was shining brightly and the
temperature was perfect! For those up
for a challenge, there was a rally set
up by Donna Hathaway that left the
Hilton at 9 a.m. and led participants
on a tour about town before ending
up at Douylas Walker Purk where the
(Please turn to Page 26)
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d 1974 MGBs on show at the University Motors Summer Party 2004.

1
I

1 !

University Motors Summer Party - Continued from Page 25
show was held. Otherwise, there was
a n organized caravan over to the
park to get their cars set up.
Any statements made on how
smoothly it went to get in, get your
picture taken (by the two Waterbury
photographers who had duplicate
backgrounds set up), a n d yet parked
in your proper place would be a n understatement. All the volunteers who
helped out did a spectacular job1
The show field a t Walker Park
was wall-to-wall MGs. From the early
1930's MMM cars to the 1980 MGB
LEs, nearly every model and variation
was covered.
One of the best aspects of this
event was the number of vendors
present. Not just the quantity of vendors, but the quality and variety too.
1 was really surprised by this since
it seems like €bay has made shows
like this less necessary for vendors to
market their goods. Unfortunately,
11 was only due to Lhe forethought
of my wife Vonda (who took all the
money wlth her when she went with
Xi

the other women in our group on one
of the Verhey-provided shuttles to the
mall) that I didn't spend every cent
we had!
lay Best was at the show again to
take one of his amazing 4-foot plus
panoramic photographs. Lined up
front for the picture was the overhead
cam featured models-the MMM cars
and the MGA Twin Cams. All of them
in attendance were prime examples
of their respective models.
The show continued on into the
early afternoon with everyone admiring all the beautiful MGs and having
the tough job of choosing their favorites to vote for in the popular choice
awards.

MG2006 News
Saturday evening's banquet at
Aquinas College was well attended.
To start off, the big news of the evening was the announcement by MG
Council Director Rick Ingram that the
next multi-register MG joint convention will be held june 22-26, 2006 in
the GatlinburgIPigeon Forge area
MGB DRNER-SeptemberIOctober 2004

of Tennessee. The location is high
in the Smoky Mountains, so should
have moderate temperatures, beautiful scenery, and is not far from the
infamous "Tail of the Dragon" road
- 18 curves in 13 miles!
For those of you who were a t MG
'96 and MG 2001, you know how
huge this event is going to be a n d will
want to mark your calendars now. For
those of you who didn't make either
of the previous two combined-Register
events, it's time to correct the error of
your ways and make plans to attend
this one! You won't regret it.
Jeff Zorn of thc Little British Car
Company spoke about the Michigan1
Ontario British Reliability Run for
Diabetes which takes place this October. He thanked all who contributed
to the charity fund that day.
Stephen Cox of the MG Car Club
UK was the featured speaker of the
night. Mr. Cox said that he had tried
to bring us good news on MGs coming back to America; but that the
truth was the top priority of MG Rover
at the moment was just pure survival.
It is hoped that with their new
partnership with the Chinese firm
SAIC, that a new model will be
coming that will be engineered with

North America in mind. However,
that still looks to be several years
away.
The awards were presented by
]ohn Twist and went off without a
hitch.
Best of Show honors went to Lou
and Tina Louchios for their spectacular 1935 PA Airline Coupe. -4fter the
awards, attendees headed back for the
last parking lot party of the weekend.
Everybody had a blast and was very
sad when they finally had to call it
a night knowing that they would be
saying goodbye to their many old and
new-found friends in the morning.
For those who stuck around on
Sunday morning, there was a caravan out to Grattan Racetrack where
there was a parade lap followed by
breakfast. Those who chose to stay
could watch the motorcycle races that
were taking place. Otherwise, it was
time for those long delayed goodbyes
(but hopefully not for long).
I'm sure that I speak for everyone
when I give our heartfelt thanks to
John and Curoline, their family, the
employees of University Motors, and
all the volunteers who truly made this
a memorable event. @
(.blare Sunzmer Party coverage on

Page 28)

Lining upI for the milea e check run before the Grand Lake Tour, a 1,000-mile endurance run that was the t7 7 ird Beg of the 2004 Triple Crown Endurance Rally.

A GRAND WEEKEND OUT!
(To paraphrase Wallace & Gromit!)

~~,,,,d T~~ of ~~i~~
(Universih/
by Ken Smith

c

~

Summer

You know, there's one thinq to be
said for going away, and that it's nice
to be home! My "nagivator" (she who
is joined to me at the transmission
tunnel?)and I were saying the other
day, there is nothing like your own
bed, your own bathroom, and your
own recliner. No matter where we
travel, we are always glad to be safe
back in our little place.
However, there are other places
where it's good to get back to, and
such was the case at the University
Motor's Summer Party Reunion held
Aug. 13-15 Despite the fact that the
event has not been held for five years,
it was like stepping back into a n
"old home week" occasion. The city
of Grand Rapids had changed a lot
since we were last there, but otherwise
everything was the same.
The same friendly welcome from
the people a t the Hilton Hotel, who
couldn't do enough for the participants (and this time they didn't resur-

face the car park during the event
remember?). The Same welcoming
faces behind
the registration
desk.
~
~
~
John, Caroline, Peter and the rest of
the crew looked as if theytd been sitting there since 1999 waiting for us to
return.
The parkinq lot parties on the
~ h u r s d a yand &day evenings,
always something to see and do (and
drink!). Meeting many old friends,
and missing a few who are no longer
with us for various reasons. Seeing
how the kids we used to chuck into
the hotel pool have grown up, and
are now beautiful young ladies and
polite young gentlemen. The Old
Specklies in fine form - aren't we
lucky to have enthusiasts like this?
Watching the competitors in the
Grand Lake Tour arrive back at the
Hilton - absolutely knackered! What
a bunch of heroic individuals they are
to undertake something like that! I
always dreamed of riding in the Tour
de France, but these guys who drove
through the night over a thousand
miles arc just as courageous as those
in the peloton, and 1wouldn't tackle
that either!
Tours of the city - Art Lewis is
the perennial Peter Pan, and brought
-

MGB DRIVER-SeptemberiOctober 2004

~

along his period poIice cruiser to
prove it. Talking tours of the Triple-M
cars and the Twin-Cam MGAs under
the Hilton portico by real experts who
knew their stuff. Vendors' row, where
many sales were made and some
didn't even bother to unpack their
stuff (or were so busy talking that
they never had time!)
Then on to Douglas Walker Park,
where some of the finest machinery
ever to emanate from Abingdon was
on display. I think it was the 18th
time we've been there and this was
definitely the best show ever! Despite
a problem with the loo (soon rectified ...), everyone thoroughly enjoyed
a superb show with row after row of
T-types, MGBs, MGAs fronted by a
stunning array of MGA Twin Cams
and the veterans from the pre-war
days.
From high atop the scaffolding
erected for the giant panoramic photo
shoot of the event, one could only
+ a t the diversity
~ of the ~types of
marvel
MGs down below.
The Sunday morning caravan
to Grattan led a s usual by the reenergized JHT, we enjoyed our drive

1

through the leafy lanes in a borrowed
MGB Limited Edition, which we first
drove 19 years ago, and is still a great
little driver. Thanks Tom and Roz!
Then a sumptuous breakfast before
taking to the track and hurtling
around this tight little circuit. A highlight of many previous U.M. Sunday
morninqs.
All to soon it was time to say
farewells and "see you next time."
But when will that be John?None of
us are getting any younger, and it
behooves us a quarter of a century
after the last MG came here, to keep
the octagonal flag flying, so that we
might encourage the youngsters to
enter "the life' which has given us so
much pleasure over the years.
All in all, a grand exciting weekend highlighted by the fire alarm in
the Hilton sounding at midnight, a n d
the sprinklers coming on, and our
own bit of excitement when the Boeing 737 taking us to Chicago aborted
~
its take-off halfway down the runway
at Gerald R. Ford Airport!
As I said, it's great to be home
both here in California - and also
back home in Grand Rapids. @

I

Scott Williams, the M G 1100/1300 Registrar of the North American MGB Register,
in his M G 1300 sedan at the University Motors Summer Party Reunion.
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Motors
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II

John Twist addresses his guests at the 2004
University Motors Summer Reunion.
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Grand Lake Tour Endurance

2004 Grand Lake Tour
Endurance Challenge
by Robert Rushing

1

~

I
I

~i

t was a cold August morning when
we started out on the rally k-es, you
reud that right - cold! We wore
sweatshirts AND jackets. Granted,
this was Michigan; but like most of
the Midwest, they were having a n unseasonably cool summer.
Thlrty-six of us had gathered to
begin what would turn out to be one
of the longest endurance rallies in
recent memory - the 12th Annual
Grand Lake Tour Endurance Challenge. The 18 teams consisted of 14
MGB roadsters, one MGA Coupe,
one MGC GT, one MGB GT V8, and a
1951 MG TD.
Rallymasters Rick Verhey and
Rick Ingram of Two Rick Racing (now
forevermore spelled with a silent "p")
had organized this llttle jaunt as the
second jewel of the 2004 Triple Crown
Endurance Rally Serles. The Missouri
Endurance Rally had taken place
32

back in March and the final round
will be the Abingdon Trials Endurance Rally in October starting from
Columbus, Indiana.
This rally was considered the
kick-off event of the University
Motor's Summer Party Reunion so
there were already a sizable number
of MG owners there to give us a warm
send off.
We began with a driver's meeting
at the Airport Hilton in Grand Rapids
then headed out for our odometer
check-run - 32.9 miles later, we
ended up at a golf course just north
of town where we were given our final
instructions and a couple of the more
maniacal stops were thrown out:
Whitefish Point Light House in the far
northeast corner of Michigan's Upper
Peninsula and the Billy Goat Grill in
downtown Chicago.
Even with those two thrown out,
we still had 12 stops that were spread
out all over Michigan and even a
couple in northern Wisconsin. The

Above, John and Carol Mangles on the road to Mackinac Bridge. Below, checking
the maps on one of the rally's "seasonal" roads.

(Please lurn to Page 34)
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spot - later
discovered to
be a snowmobile trail
three o the
MGB endurance teams.
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stops (listed in the order in which
my team took them) were: Lucas,
Norwood, Boyne City, Good Hart, the
Mackinac Bridge; Trout Lake, Grand
Marais, Gwinn, and Northland in
Michigan. And then Spread Eagle
and Wausaukee In Wisconsin.
The day warmed up a s we drove
along, but never enough to put the
top down. Although the day started
out very overcust, the sun finally
peeked out a n d much of the scenery, especially around Good Hope.
was beautiful. However, the real fun
didn't begin until we hit the Upper
Peninsula (or as it's locally known,
the U P.) a n d started encountering
some of the "seasonal roads" that we
had been warned about.
Rick Ingram had clearly said
that morning: "Some seasonal roads
really huve no season at all." A few
teams listened, a few teams didn't.
Mine was one of those which didn't.
Another pair who didn't listen was
Gene Cooper of Minnesota and Keinout Vogt of Chicago, who encountered
a road that ripped the front valance
and fog lamps off Gene's MGB LE a n d
then left them stuck.
After a long walk, they were able
to find a farm where they convinced
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the farmer to come pull them out.
As for me, I managed to get my
car stuck in a big mud hole on what
turned out to be a snowmobile trail
outside of Trout Lake. 1 was lucky that
two other teams were there at the
same time, so with the help of john
and Carol Mangles and Bill Fox and
Gary Hayes, my wife, Vonda, and I
were able to get pulled free only to
have John's car get stuck immediately in the next puddle. We got John
freed then tried to make our wuy out.
Bill and Gary were next to get stuck
and pulled free. In the end, it took
us three hours ond about 30 wasted
miles to find our way out.
At Grand Murais, we met a very
drunk woman who said she loved
MGs and had one herself. She then
told us a way of getting to the next
stop by way of some very bumpy,
graveled national park roads. lust as
we were about to leave she said, "You
be careful. The bears are running
right now." WHAT?! Luckily we didn't
see any bears that night, but we did
see a lot of deer and thankfully they
just let us drive by instead of trying to
catch a ride.
The other stops were completed
without fanfare or incident and we
MGR DRIVER-Septemberioctober 2004
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It was "tops up" the whole way for the Grand Lake Tour Endurance Rally. One of the
rustic stops along the 1,000-mile route was Trout Lake.

Brian Rehg of Belleville, Ill., accepts the
traveling Grand Lakes Tour Endurance
Rally trophy on behalf of himself and
partner Matt Kobe. The team had the
winning low-mileage score for the run,
returning in 1,048 miles.
MGB DRIVER-September/October 2004

were left with the long slog home. In
the end, all but two teams completed
the rally. One didn't finish because
of mechanical failure and one was
simple due to exhaustion.
(Mary and David Dobbins had
only arrived in Grand Rapids from
Kansas City 30 minutes before the
start of the rally. Even after they
stopped for theZnight,they finished
the rally, knowing that they wouldn't
make it back in time. Now that's
dedication!)
The mileage spread was from
1,048 to 1,110 miles covered in the
30-hour time limit. On Sururday
night at the awards banquet, a
surprised Brian Rehg of Belleville, 11linois, accepted the traveling Chicagoland Grand Lakes Tour trophy for
himself and his partner, Matt Kobe,
for their winning low mileage score
of 1048.28113. Both of their names
will be permanently engraved on the
great cup, and they will receive the
"honor" of being the Rallymasters for
next year's Grand Lake Tour. @

See results on next page

MG V8 Meet 2004
Grand Lake Tour Results
Endurance rallies are a true test
of endurance for both the drivers and
their cars - not to mention map-reading skills!
Grand Lake Tour rally
* Entry was restricted to British
cars 1981 or older.
All cars had to have a driver
and co-driver; no single occupant
entries.
An odometer calibration run
equalized all cars entered.
Each team was given a list of
locations that they had to drive to

Car
1971 MGB Tourer
1972 MGB Tourer
1975 MGB Tourer
1960 MGA Coupe
1979 MGB Tourer
1974.5 MGB Tourer
1967 MGB Tourer
1969 MGC/GT
1978 MGB Tourer
1975 MGB Tourer
1951 MGTD
1980 MGB Tourer
1974 MGB Tourer
1967 MGB/GT V8
1971 MGB Tourer

1972 MGB Tourer
1979 MGB Tourer
1978 MGB Tourer

in their clussic British car in order to
gain proof that they were there.
Each team was responsible for
determining the route they took to
each location, and the order in which
they took them.
The team reaching all the locations and making it back to the finish
within the allotted time, while covering the least number of miles, won.

Time and distance
Time allotted: 30 hours
Miles driven by winners: 1,048
Miles driven by last team: 1,110

Driver
Co-Driver
Brian Rehg
Matt Kobe
Adriona VunOsch
Sally VanOsch
Ed Polonus
Bill Herring
Mark Z. Micholok
Mark I. Mithalak
Thad Cousino
James Cousino
Larry Niederkohr
Fred Snyder
Wade Keene
John Schtoeder
Bob Horzmann
Mark Shetley
Gory Hayes
William Fox
Aaron Loynes
Ronald Miloston
Rick Homoker
Curt Bork
Reinoul Vogt
Gene Cooper
Carol Mangles
John Mangles
Paul Hanley
Robert Milner
Vonda Rushing
Robert Rushing
Did Not Finish
David Dobbins
Mary Dobbins
Charlie Key
Adam Key
Mini Rally Winners
Don Drone
Karen Camp

Mileage Time In
1,048.28 1:05 pm
1,056.92 2 5 7 pm
1,065.57 2 5 7 pm
1,067.89 12:02 pm
1,073.56 2:24 pm
1,073.71 3:25 pm
1,076.60 2:24 pm
1,080.73 10:24 am
1,088.37 2:13 pm
1,090.79 12:13 pm
1,100.48 12:33 pm
1,101.59 12:07 pm
1,108.91
2:13 pm
1,109.20 2 5 7 pm
1,110.60
2:13 pm

1,118.06
DNF

11:30 pm
DNF

Sponsored by the Hammer & Tongs Register
of the N o r t h American MGB Register
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A portable dynometer was available to those at V8 Meet East 2004 this summer.
The meet was held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in conjunction with University Motor's
Summer Party Reunion in August.

by Dan Masters
NAMGBR V8 Register Coordinator
f you're a n MGB V8 enthusiast, and
you haven't yet been to a V8 meet,
you've missed a lot, particularly if
you are converting, or thinking about
converting, a 4-cylinder car to V8
power. Even if you're lucky enough to
own a factory V8, these meets are still
very much worthwhile,
For convertors, there is more
information and problem solutions to
be had at one of these meets than you
could get in a year of BBS participation or book reading. If you can make
it at all, you really should. Besides
all the good, solid, "been there, done
that" help available, we just plain
have FUN!
This years V8 Meet East was
no exception. Held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in conjunction with
University Motors' Summer Party
Reunion, participants not only got
a chance to see 40-50 LBCs with V8
power (including some Triumphs),
they also got to look a t a BUNCH of
other MGs of various types as well.
(See the Summer Party article in this
issue.)
Some of the more aggressive,
MGB DRIVER-September/October 2004

competitive types arr~vedearly, on
Thursday, for a chance to do some
hot lap' at the Gratton Racc track.
The track was ours for the day, and
parlicipants could run as many laps
as they wanled, and passing WAS
allowed! There were a few off-track
excursions, but all-in-all, it was a n
uneventful day, and every one who
participated had a great time.
Our V8 Newsletter founder, Kurt
Schley, must have put a thousand
miles on his car, a n d it was still going
strong at the end of the day. A couple
of the cars, Kurt's included, needed
a blt of a tune-up, as the backfires
when they lifted off tor the corners
sounded llke a Hatfield-McCoy feud
In full swlng!
Dyno testing
OK, talk is cheap - how much
horsepower do these V8 conversions
really have? A portable dyno was
made available, so it was put-up or
shut-up time.
Put-up it was, as the cars put-out
some significant HP. King of the Hill
was Bob Samyn and his Chevy 355
powered MGA, with 328HP. King of
the 'Bs, and very close behind was
Steve Carrick a n d his Ford 302 'B
(Pleare turn to Page 38)
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MGB V8s make their way around the Autocross course at the August meet, held in

orders also.
It's really hard to convey just how
much fun these V8 meets are. If you
are even thinking about doing a VB
conversion, you really should make
every effort to attend one.
Besides having as much fun a s
you can have a t any car meet, you'll
learn more about the process of
swapping a V8 into un MGB in two or
three days than you will in a year or
two of reading and internet research.
There is no competition (except
for the autocross) a t one of these
events, and there are no secrets. Everyone is more than willing to share
everything they've learned about
the process, and everyone is eager to
learn what you know.

conjunction with the University Motors Summer Party Reunion.

Mark your calendar now!

MG V8 Meet - Continued from Page 37
Roadster, with a "paltry" 323HP!
Keep in mind these are rear-wheel HP
figures. The lowest figure for the day
came from Jack Renaud's Rover 3.5
aluminum V8, a t 160HP. That may
not seem like much compared to the
big numbers posted by Bob and Steve,
but still pretty respectable for a stock
Rover, a n d pretty amazing for a n
MGB !
323HP in a heavy car such as
Plymouth Roadrunner or a n Olds 442
is pretty impressive, but what about
these lightweights? What are the
pound/horsepower figures?
To find out, Pete Mantell brought
along a n impressive set of computerized commercial truck scales, and
we weighed a few of them. Weights
ranged from 2244 to 2345 for the 'Bs,
and Bob's 'A weighed 2420. Weight
to power ratios ranged from a low of
6.95 pounds/HP for Steve Carrick, to a
high of 7.38 for Bob Samyn.
Time for Autocross
Next morning, the competition
continued at the Autocross. Hot shoe
Carl Floyd set the second fastest time
of the day in his own Rover powered
MGB. and then proceded to set the

fastest time of day in Steve Carrick's
Ford powered MGB. This dropped
Steve to second Fastest TOD.
To entertain the crowd, Mike
Moor proceeded to do a few smoky
doughnuts on the autocross course.
It's amazing how much noise and tire
smoke a n MGB with 306 rear-wheel
X P can make!
Drive time
In the afternoon, it was off to
Grand Haven for a pleasant summer
drive and a n afternoon at the lake. As
usual, the evening was spent milling
around the parking lot, admiring
each other's cars and asking a million
questions, well into the night.
Early next morning, it was off to
Fast Cars, Inc, in nearby Wayland for
a breakfast and tech sessions.
Ted Lathrop made the formal
introduction of his new front suspension setup, and wowed the folks with
it. It is a really impressive unit, and
Ted took a few orders that morning.
I gave a wiring harness tech session, giving the pros and cons of the
various options available - stock,
Painless, EZ wire, Ron Francis, etc,
and my own design. I took a few

We'll be in:
Ventura, Calif., Oct. 22-24, 2004
Terre Haute, Ind., lune 8-12, 2005
Townsend, Tenn., June 18-21, 2006
Cleveland, Ohio in 2007
There will be some other west coast
events as well, but the dates and locations have not been determined yet.
Safety faster

Much faster...

Dan

First Impressions
of an MGB V8 Meet

by Evan Amaya
Living in western North Carolina I don't yet to see many MGs and
never MG V8s. This show was to be
my first real MG V8 experience.
Now don't get me wrong, i do
have a n MCB V8 and know the feeling of joy and the rush of driving
such u sports car. This trip would be
the first time 1 had ever seen other
MGB V8s. 1 built my MGB V8 using
mostly photos and literature, not
experience.
After getting a late morning
start on our trip, Lou Gebel, an old
friend, and I set off on the 800 mile
adventure to Grand Rapids. We had
planned on leaving ut 5 a.m. but due
to a n electrical storm, the power was
out at his farm and we were delayed.
After driving forever, we arrived in
Grund Rapids at 10;30 p.m. the same
day. My MGB V8 performed flawlessly, thank you.
After arrlving that night, I gave
the long 11neof MGs a quick look
before hlttlng the sack. The next
morning I awoke to the sound of large
enqines startlnq- What a great alarm
-

(Please turn to I'age 40)

Ted Lathrop introduces his new front suspension set-up to MG V8 owners.
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Basic 'B
Brighten Up Your [MG's) Life
by Wayne Kube
Texas MG Register

MG V8 Meet 2004 - Continued from Page 39
clock1 1 looked out the window and
it seemed that everyone was outside
with their cars. I thought I had overslept, but when I checked the clock it
was only 7:45 a.m.
After hurriedly getting ready,
Lou and 1 went out to see what the
day held. I wasn't outside long before
Pete Mantell, who was parked next to
me, said "Hello" and asked if we were
headed to the autocross.
Now, a t that time 1 had never autocrossed a n d the thought was exhilarating. As soon a s I had checked the
fluids, we were down the street where
the autocross was to take place.
The idea of driving around a
track in my car was great and my
hands began to sweat with anticipation. Steve pointed out the driving
course and cars started to line up.
When I finally scraped up enough
nerve to drive the course, I drove to
the line. Steve said "GO!" and 33 seconds later it was over. I tell you it was
a good feeling. I had never pushed
my car like that before and it loved it.
After lunch a group of V8s took
a drive to Grand Haven, which was a
45 minute drive from Grand Rapids.
This was a fun relaxing drive through
the sometimes wet countryside.
Michigan does have odd weather
as far as we southern boys are concerned. I was worried that a t any
minute the sky would open up and
drown me. It never did, but we did
have to stop at one point to put the
tops up when the rain got too hard.
Then the sun came out five mlnutes
later.
Grand Haven is a nice town and
for me it was fun to see Lake Michi40

gan, which I had never seen before. A
few of us stayed a n d ate dinner before
driving back to the parking lot party
at the hotel.
This was another fun part of the
experience; looking at cars, talking
about cars, and drinking a beer. I was
able to tinally meet lots of guys Lhat
I have talked to on the internet for
years.
On Saturday morning I followed
the V8 gang to Ted Lathrop's house
for breakfast and to wrap up the 2004
British V8 meet. It was great to see
Ted's shop and the beautiful cars being crafted there. Ted showed us how
his brilliant front suspension cross
member worked and Dan Masters
taught us a little about wiring.
Once the breakfast tech sessions wound down about 11 a.m.
we decided to crash the Twist party.
There were about 10 MGB V8s that
pulled up to the show at once causing
a good amount of conversation. After
we were in our appropriate parking
spots, the crowds started making their
way over to see the new arrivals.
By the time 1 got back from getting a bite to eat it I couldn't see the
V8 section for the people. There were
40 MGB V8s at the Twist show, and
every one was a show stopper.
This, my first British V8 meet,
was a highlight of my summer. I met
lots of fascinating people, many that
I had talked to over the internet for
years and finally met in person at
this show. 1 will definitely have to
come to the 2005 V8 meet in Terre
Haute, Indiana.
Thanks to all for making this a
great experience. @
MGB DRIVER-September/October 2004

ith all of the jokes made
about Lucas and MG elect r i c ~there
,
is some basis to
those stories. The lighting on your MG
can be of varying quality, depending
upon the condition of several things
in the wiring system.
We'll concentrate on the safety
lighting here -headlights and rear
lighting. What I'm writing about is
based on my MGB, but it should apply to most any MG model. Keep in
mind that the wiring and switches on
the last MG to roll off the Abingdon
assembly line are now 24 years old.
Now, wiring in itself normally
doesn't go bad -if it's not subjected
to corrosion or too much heat that
melts the insulation. Think of the wiring as being like a water hose in your
yard. The job of the wire is to carry
the electrical current from the source
(battery) to the destination (lighting,
fan motors, etc.), just like the hose
carries water. A water hose (unless
it's damaged) works well, with the
trouble points usually being the hose
end connectors or the faucet.
Same thing with your MG wiring - you have connectors that can
become corroded or loosened, a n d
switches that can give problems
just like the faucets on your water
hose. The wires are conductors, and
the opposite of conductance is resistance. Resistance happens at connection points, and the goal is to have as
little resistance a s possible.
Another "hidden" part of the
wiring is the ground return path to
the battery. Yes, your car's frame a n d
body is as much a part of the wiring
as the visible wires you can see. The
battery ground connection IS connected to the body a t the battery box,
and the lighting ground is connected
to the body near the lighting fixtures.
-

So, we'll look at few things you
can do to improve the quality and
reliability of your MG's lighting. Before you start working on the wiring,
you would be advised to disconnect
the ground cable from your MG's
battery to make sure that all power is
removed.
Level 1 - Make sure all of the
switches and connectors are in good
shape.
Many of the Lucas switches used
copper contacts. Over the years, the
copper can develop a tarnish or corrosion coating on the contact points,
and this increases the resistance in
the circuit - a bad thing.
If you suspect the switch, one
thing you can do is to exercise it. Turn
it off and on a few times -this action
can scrub off the tarnish and lower
the resistance at the contact points.
Now, make sure you have a good
ground. In some MGB models, the
factory used the license plate frame
mounting bolts as the wiring ground
in the boot. This is definitely a trouble
spot for the rear lighting.
Raise your boot lid, and check
for a number of black ground wires
attached to a single point with a
circular eyelet connector. If it's connected to the license plate frame bolt,
remove the connector from that bolt
and move it up to one of the boot
latch bolts.
When you do that, clean the
metal on the body at the contact
point and on the eyelet - make
sure the paint and any corrosion is
cleaned off to bare, shiny metal, and
put on the eyelet connector here and
tighten securely. You might wana to
add a star washer to increase the
conduction a n d you won't have any
more grounding problems for your
rear lighting.
You'll find a similar connection
at the front for the headlights. It'll be
under the slam panel that has the
(Please turn to Paye 42)
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Continued from Page 41
bonnet latch. Again, look for a group
of black wires attached to a common
bolt. Remove, clean, and reattach
with a star washer for better conduction.
Check the connectors that plug
onto the back of the headlights, and
the lump sockets for each of the other
bulbs (parking, turn signal, brake,
etc.). Make sure that there is no
corrosion on either the socket or the
bulb base. A bit of dielectric grease
(available a t your auto parts store)
on the contact points will insure that
corrosion stays to a minimum.
Finally, a t this level, you need to
make sure that all of the bullet and
barrel connections on the wiring are
in good shape. MGBs use a method
of bullet connectors on the end of
each wire, and a barrel connector
that these bullets plug into for splices
and/or junction pojnts.
The barrels are covered by a
rubber insulator that keeps them
from shorting to the body, but these
rubber insulators do nothing to keep
out water and dirt - sure causes of
corrosion.
You can purchase new barrel
connectors from Moss, but it may not
be necessary. To clean them, go to a
sporting goods store, a n d buy a rifle
or pistol cleaning brush in .22 caliber.
These are small brass brushes about 2
inches long that are just the right diameter to go in the barrel connectors.
Brush in and out and rotate a
few times, and all of the corrosion is
gone. Use this or another small metal
brush to clean up the outside of the
bullet connectors. Then apply a small
amount of electrical dielectric grease
to the inside of the barrel - a Q-tip
works well here.
When you reassemble the connector, it should be a fairly tight fit to
get the bullet into the barrel. If not,
you can gently compress the barrel
with a pair of long nose pliers. There
may be several sets of these connectors - up under the slam panel,
-

another set (on MGBs) near the right
side tirewall under the bonnet, and
maybe others under the dash near
the switches. For the rear lighting,
there may also be a set underneath
the car. Once everything is back
together, you should have lighting
that performs as well us it did from
the factory.
Level 2 - Chan e out our
lamps for more mo ern l ~ gting.

B .K

Standard later-model MG lighting
used tungsten headlamps. These are
pretty good lights, but with age and
use, some of the tungsten boils off the
filament in the lamp and is deposited
on the internal surface of the glass,
darkening the glass and reducing the
light output. Tungsten technology
was used up through the late '80s in
almost all cars, British and American, and replacement lamps are
available in all auto parts stores.
In the late '80s and early '90s,
we started to see a new technology
of lighting - quartz-halogen. These
lights ure more efficient than tungsten - giving more light output from
the same amount of electrical energy.
a n d don't have the problem of the
darkening of the glass.
You shouldn't have any problem
replacing your tungsten lamps with
the quartz-halogen equivalent. Just
make sure that the wattage of the
new lamp is the same as the wattage
of the older one, and the wiring will
handle all of the current requirements with no problem.

or Lexan-type housing that fits in
place of the standard headlamp, but
have replaceable bulbs like those on
modern curs.
Note that this is not the HID
(High-Jntensity Discharge) blue-white
ljghts like late model higher-dollar
cars have. You can, however, buy
replacement Sylvania bulbs that are
marketed as "Cool Blue." They give
out a whiter light than other quartzhalogen lamps, and are 100 percent
street legal, unlike some of the "really
blue" lamps that you might see on
some of the street-racer type cars.
You should not install the H-4
type lights unless you are prepared
to add some relays to provide the
necessary power for the lights -your
original MG headlight switches can't
handle the current, and it could result
in a fire in your steering column or
under the dash -wherever the headlamp switch and brightldip switch is
located in your particular car.
You'll need a pair of relays -one
for the bright circuit, the other for the
dipped (dim) headlamp circuit. The
coil of the relays will be powered from
the lighting switches in the car, and
the contacts will get power directly
from the battery via a protective
high-current fuse.
Painless Wiring makes just such
a harness for H-4 headlamps. You
can find them on the web at www.
pajnlesswiring.com. Look for their
Halogen Headlight Harness kit. It has
a 30-amp weatherproof fuse that you
will connect directly to the main bater (on the starter in the case
--

-

Level 3
Upgrade your lamps
to higher-intensity lighting.

Here, you'll need to add some
wiring to handle the greater current
demands of the new lamps. You can
buy replacement H - 4 style headlight
conversion kits. These are available
on the internet (E-bay among other
places), J.C.Whitney, or you can
order them through your local auto
parts store. They consist of a glass
MGB DRIVER-September/October 2004
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of MGBs).
The kit is designed to be a direct
plug-in on most cars - you would
unplug the sockets from your headlamps, and put this kit in between the
original socket and the headlamp.
Unfortunately, in a n MGB, the holes
through the inner wing (fender) a n d
in the back of the headlamp bucket
aren't large enough to pass the Painless Wiring connector. So, you'll have
to cut off these nice factory installed
connectors from the Painless harness,
and install the bullet connectors that
will mate to the barrel connectors for
your MGB circuit.
Mount the relays wherever you
want - they're sealed. You can hide
them if you want to preserve the
original look of your MGB, or in the
engine compartment if you want it
to be a little more uccessible. Re-connect everything and enjoy your new,
brighter headlamps. If someone asks
you what kind of headlights you
have, you can answer "RFBs."
There are other things you can
add to your car, like fog or driving
lamps, or even LED (Light Emitting
Diode) replacement lamps to your
brake and signal lighting. lust make
sure that your wiring can handle
the current needs, or add relays as
described above.
If you have any questions or need
some assistance in connecting added
lighting circuits, or can't tigure out
what "RFB" means, send me an email at: wkube@augustmail.com and
we'll discuss it. @

~ - >

.
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GREAT PLATE
'When I applied for it, I wasn't
reoily expecting to get it

- figured someone in Austin
probably already had it. My
choices were: First, 79; second,
798; third, 79MGB. Got my
first choice. Lots of Texas folks
2

e
5

wonder if it's a real
but it is real.'

or not,

- Wayne Kube, Plano, Texas

Technical Talk
by Bob Mason
NAMGBR Technical Coordinator
This issue, Bob tackles two challengin questions from Oregon and then
of ers an octet of tech tips.

?
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MGB

MGC

Midget
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Get your M G out of the garage and back

on the road.We stock a
wide variety of OEM and reproduction parts plus accessories at
great prices. Call for your free catalog today!

Call To!l Free - All USA & Canada

I

Worldwide Order
USA & Canada Fax

1-913-541-8500
1-500-541-8525

VICTORIA BRITISH LTD.@
PO BOX14991. Lenexa. Kansas 66285-4991
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Dear Bob; Several o f the members in our
Willamette AfG club need to rebuild their
MG differentials.
What we need is the dimensions o f
the pinion setting gauge. It is shown on
page 203 Figure H.7 o f the Robert Bentley Complete Official MGB 1962-1974
manual. Also in the service tools section
ofpage 381 it is listed as 18G 191-Bevel
pinion setting gauge.
Do you have the dimensions to make
this gauge or where might we purchase
one?
. . I have written to vou before and
received very good information.
I have a small, but very well
equipped, machine shop. 1 have done
quite a bit o f tool & die work, so machining this gauge would be fun. Any
information that you may have would be
greatly appreciated.
Thank you,
Roland
Dear Roland,
I have just received your letter
regarding the MGB differential repair
and thanks for the stamped envelope.
You have thrown a good one
at me a n d I must admit that I just
do not know the dimensions of the
gauge; but perhaps John Twist at
University Motors might have this
information.
I do know that in many cases, a
special case stretcher must be used to
remove the gears (Bentley page 378,
18G 131). John usually recommends
that a good used axle assembly be
installed instead of qoinq through the
tedious and expensive renewal of the
individual parts since a good used
assembly can usually be obtained a t
a very reasonable cost.
1 a m surprised to hear that sevMGB DRIVER-Septernber/Octo1>er2004

tBC 191. Beyel Pinion Setting Gauge.

era1 of your members feel that they
need a differential rebuild us this
need is usually rare and far between.
The usual problems encountered are
in fact worn differential thrust washers or even bad universal joints in the
drive shaft.
If your members are concerned
with excessive rotational movement
of the pinion shaft with the parking
brake ON, the four thrust washers
can easily be replaced reducing the
free play back to near the factory
original 1116-inch to 118-inch of rotational movement.
If you are just replucing the pinion oil seal, this cun be done easily
as well. If you remove the pinion and
gears, you will then be faced with the
problem of the correct "crush" of the
infamous Crush Spacer (Bentley page
198, #32).
After reading the first paragraph
of Bentley Section H, page 202, you
can easily see why it is ever so much
easier to simply install the entire
good used axle assembly.. .
I have been known to know a
little bit about a lot of MGB thingsbut I simply do not have the answer
to your two questions.

Hello Bob!
I'm in the process o f installing a
Lucas Battery Cut-OffSwitch (which
(Please turn to Page 46)
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had been gathering dust for years) in my
1974 MGB. I've mounted it on the panel
just in front o f the single battery on the
right side o f the cur. Here it minimizes
the length o f additional cable and is at
]land to the driver in care o f emergency.
For the life o f me, I can't figure out
why they want me to run a wire from the
switch to the negative side o f the coil.
The only thing 1 can come up wit17 is to
provide a ground path so the car doesn't
use the accelerator and choke cables for
a path in case the main ground to chassis went bad.
Do you have any ideas? Or can I
just disregard the switch to negative side
o f the coil wire? Thank you in udvance
for your help!
Bob Sherman
Dear Bob:
I have just received your letter
regarding the Lucas Battery Cut-Off
Switch and thanks for the stamped
envelope.
Your question is another "first"
for me and not really knowing the
answer, I called John Twist in Grand
Rapids, Mich.
lohn tells me that this type of
switch was likely originally designed
for racing installations and the small
wire fitted to the coil will completely
cut off the ignition source to the distributor. Just another safety feature to
ensure total current isolation.
You probably can safely disregard
this added small wire to the coil when
disconnecting the battery. but adding
this small wire will probably complete
the job as described in the installation worksheet. 1hope that the above
has answered your question.
Carburetters and Intake Manifolds
When the driver of any older
British car has removed the carburetters and intake manifold, it is always
a good idea to place a straight edge
across the carburetter flanges and
both sides of the intake manifold

to see if the flange face surfaces are
actually flat. Smoothness a n d trueness of all flange faces are the surest
method of eliminating any intake air
leaks, as many of these flanges on
older engines are found to be warped.
After removing the carburettermounting studs, the driver can apply
a coating of black Magic Marker on
the surfaces and then Bat file to see
where the high points will be.
If there is not too much distortion, the flange faces can be filed
true. Many carburetter side flanges
will usually be somewhat distorted
and sometimes even the manifold
sides that face the cylinder head. It is
important that the flanges on the cylinder head side of the intake manifold are true to each other, and this
is difficult to obtain with a standard
length file.
The easiest method to obtain the
trueness of all flanges to each other
is to take the units to your friendly
machine shop. The machinist will
usually have a flat sanding belt piece
of equipment that will quickly and
easily sand all flange surfaces back
to a smooth flat true surface finish
to each other. The machinist can
even do the same type of flat sanding
to the flange faces of your exhau5t
manifold.
The installation of new carburetter and manifold gaskets will do
wonders in eliminating any potential
intake air leaks, which are the cause
of many of those aggravating mixture adjustment problems.
British cars are well known for
their tightness of gaskets and oil seals
that are well designed to eliminate
any hint of oil leaks or seepage.
However, for those drivers whose
other cars have a propensity to drop
a few drips of uny type of liquid,
auto parts stores offer several sizes
of lightweight liquid drip pans to
glace beneath those other cars, all at
reasonable prices.
MGB DRIVER-September/October 2004

Proper Air Flow
Many MGB and Midget drivers
complain of minimal airflow through
the heater or windscreen defroster
ducts. The fan motor will provide adequate airflow if the motor is turning
the in the correct direction.
Early fan blade units were made
of metal with no indication of the
correct rotation. Later units with the
plastic fan unit have a n arrow at the
inner base that indicates the correct
rotation.
With the wires connected as per
the color code, remove the fan motor
and blade unit from the heater box.
Hold the motor firmly and switch
the motor ON. With the open end of
the fan unit facing you, the fan unit
should turn counterclockwise. If the
fan turns clockwise, the two wires
fitted to the motor with the 114-inch
female connectors should be reversed
to then allow the motor to turn in the
correct direction.

Replacement Bulbs
This has been mentioned before
but is well worth telling again. MGBs,
Midgets, a n d numerous other British
cars going back many years have
used a double filament lamp bulb at
both the front and rear for front turn
signal and rear taillstop lamps, with
the current trude number of 1157.
This 1157 bulb has a 2 candlepower low filament und 32-candlepower filament for the high side. A
superior bulb is the trade number
2357 with 3 und 40 candlepower respective filaments and is avuilable at
your friendly local auto parts store.
1t is a direct replacement for the 1157
bulb a n d has a noticeable increase in
illumination.
This superior bulb costs little
more than the standard 1157 bulb
and gives the driver to your rear a far
brighter indication of your intentions.
An added insurance factor at minimal cost!

Radiator Petcocks
Early MGB radiators came from
the factory with a drain petcock a t
the bottom to empty the cooling
system. Over the years and with use,
this petcock will not close securely
a n d coolant will seep onto the floor.
Later cars came without this
petcock and coolant draining required that the lower radiator hose be
removed from the radiator.
A satisfactory cure to the coolant
seepage of the early cars is to visit
your friendly local NhPA Auto Parts
store a n d ask for a brass plug of the
Weatherhead part number 3151-4.
Coat the threads with some Teflon
paste, install. tighten securely, and
the seepage problem is solved.
This remedy may not be original,
but your seepage problem is cured
a n d you will not have to remove the
lower hose for draining the same as
with the later cars. If you are using
the modern Dex-Cool type of extended life anti-freeze, you will only have
to drain the system every five years.

Distributor Maintenance
Lucas Distributors, going back
many years, have - or had - a rotor
with the inscribed words "Remove
to Oil." This is a reminder to add a
few drops of engine oil ut the top of
the rotor shaft to lubricate the cam
at specified intervals to ensure free
movement of the cam for normal
mechanical advance weights.
This reminder, usually mentioned in the Owners Manual, is often
forgotten. This will cause the cum to
eventually rust and freeze and the
mechanical weights to become inoperative. There is a screw with a flat
blade screwdriver slot at the top of the
shaft to hold the cam Loosely in position. The added oil will pass through
at the sides to lubricate the shaft.
To see if the shaft is free, the cam
can be moved slightly up and down,
and when rotated in the direction of
rotation, usually counterclockwise,
the rotor will snap back clockwise
to the normal static position when
released. If the shaft is frozen, remove
(Please turn to Page 4 8 ) )
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the distributor from the car. Disassemble the distributor starting with
the contact point base plate, then
remove the cam retaining screw at
the top of the shaft.
Using two large flat blade screwdrivers, lever the cam upwards and
off. The shaft can then be cleaned
with emery paper, the shaft lubricated with penetrating fluid until the
cam rotates freely, followed by oiling
the shaft and reassembly.
To ensure that the cam is installed correctly, follow John Twist's
ditty of "Right Away." This means
that when holding the distributor vertically in front of you, with the larger
offset of the driving gear at the bottom of the drive shaft to your right,
the cam should be installed with the
cam's rotor cutout notch facing away
from you. Your engine, with its properiy lubricated and operating mechanical weights, may surprise you
with the increased engine response.
Choke and Accelerator Cables

The manual choke and accelerator cables are made of a group of
tightly twisted individual strands of
stainless steel wire, that with care,
will provide satisfactory a n d troublefree service for many years.
However, because of driver inattention when installing the cables
(and the tightening of the securjng
cablestop), one or more of the cable
strands will untwist or break. These
loose strands will then continue to
unwind, even into the outer housing, a n d the cable will then become
difficult to move. This will often result
in a n unwelcome surprise when the
foot is removed from the accelerator
pedal.
When the driver notices that one
or more of the strands have come
loose, the cable can easily be removed
from the outer housing, a n d the loose
ends clipped from the cable. The
cable can then be reinserted back

into the housing, but do not force the
cable into the housing. If resistance
is felt, gently turn the cable opposite
to the direction in which the cable is
wound. The cablestop at the linkage
end MUST be held securely to keep
the cable from twisting as the securing screw or nut is tightened.
MGBs with twin S.U. carburetters
have a cablestop on the accelerator
connecting link that has a fixed hex
and a hex nut on either side of the
copper washer. A 7116-inch open-end
wrench can be narrowed to fit on the
fixed hex head to hold the cablestop
while tightening the 7116-inch securing nut. Sometimes the cable is so
twisted or has so many loose strands
that the driver should acquire a new
cable, both types are available at a
reasonable cost.

in the heater core. Connecting a n
ohmmeter leads between the two
metal hose clamps of the radiator
hose will show conductivity, as will
placing one lead in the radiator
coolant and the other lead to a convenient ground.
A recent ASE publication addresses this chemical problem of
heater core failures as due to electrolysis, which is a n ion exchange
between the heater core a n d the engine coolant. This is a problem c a n
be reduced by flushing and installing fresh coolant.
ASE suggests that if there is a
heater core leak, or repeated leaks,
use a DVOM on the DC volt sctting, place the positive probe in the
coolant a n d the negative probe on a
negative battery source.
Adjust the engine RPM to about
2000 RPM to get the coolant flow-

ing. I f there is more than 0.4 volts
indicated, flush the cooling system
a n d recheck. If there is still excessive voltage after flushing, check all
engine-to-body ground connections,
and especially the proper grounding of all aftermarket electrical
equipment that has been installed
because a n improperly grounded
electrical device can cause electrolysis to occur.
I f electrolysis is still present, a n
extra ground can be attached to the
neck of the heater core a n d the other
end attached to a n existing fastener
on the body sheet metal. After all is
said and done, the easiest method of
eliminating a n electrolysis buildup
is to simply flush the cooling system
a n d add fresh coolant with a rust
preventative additive at the recommended intervals a s shown in the
applicable Workshop Manual. @

Cable Clip

MGBs a n d MGB GTs from 19621974 ' 1 2 have a metal tab with a small
hole at the top of the metal cover over
the brake and clutch pedals. Many
drivers have often wondered what this
tob is supposed to do. The same cover
is also used on all right hand drive
cars which have the accelerator cable
fitted to the guide inside the opening
of the right fender. A clip is fitted to
the cable housing and then attached
to this small metal tab to keep the
cable housing from rubbing on the
underside of the bonnet.

by Eric Welty
Texas MG Register

Electrolysis Buildup

Remember what happens when
you scuff your shoes across a wool
carpet-you touch a doorknob a n d
a n electrical shock is usually the
end result. This is just a simple
buildup of static electricity and such
a charge is often found within your
car's cooling system. This buildup
is especially prevalent in cooling systems that have not been flushed in
a long time resulting in a corrosive
property that often causes leakage
MGB DRIVER-Septernl~er/October2004

This is a picture of the just-finished rebuild of my 1969 MGB.
Notwithstanding my complete
and sacrilegious abandonment of
originality (but does the world really
need another pillow dash car? :),
there's something about that original
spindly spoke steering wheel that just
says "MG" to me.
Unfortunately, there's also
MGB DRIVER-Septernber/October 2004

something about that skinny 16-inch
diameter that says "not comfortable."
Anyway, I cut down a junkyard
relic steering wheel, a n d rebuilt it into
a thicker, 14-inch diameter. I sewed
on a leather cover and, to me, now it's
just right.
(Plus, how many 1969 cars have
the horn push where God intended a
horn push to be?)
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Registrars of th e NAMGBR
MGB Re istrar and
1967 M B GT Special Registrar

i!
Marcham Rhoade

i As Seen

in England

Above, one of 15 ond don cabs that sport
distinctive adverts for Morland Old
Speckled Hen, the "official" MG ale. Old
Speckled Hen was ori inally brewed to
commemorate the 50t onniversory of
MG, and was named after an old, paints a~ered
factory car known locally as
t e "owd speckled 'un." The name over
time became "Old Speckled Hen". . .
and the rest is history. The slogan on
the side of the cab says "To the Hen
House, and don't spare the horses!"

9,

e

At left, a milepost pointing the woy
to Land's End in Cornwall, the finishing point of the Land's End Trials in the
1920s. The Trials ran from London in
the east to the southwest Atlantic Coast.
Cecil Kimber cpalified for a gold medal
in the 1925 Land's End Trials in "Old
Number One," with Wilfred Mattews
os co-driver. Today there is a competitive event run in the late fall from Land's
S End to John 0' Groats in northeastern
Seotlond, better known as "LEJOG," a
three-and-a-half day drive from one end
$ of Great Britain to the other.
L
www.hero.org.uk/le/og

8
L,

0
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Original Owner Registrar
Bill Hawkins
2301 Kendricks Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 676-8888

P.O. Box 8645, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@earthlink.net

wlhawkins@yahoo.com

Midget Registrar
D Zimmerman
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, OH 44240
(330) 678-9394

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
Phil Smith
1806 Hazard St.
Housrton, TX 77019

enmgr@sssnet.com

phillip.smith@bcm.tmc.edu

1974% MGB Regisbar
Steve Harding
1913D Darby Rd.
Havertown, PA 19083
(610) 446-2073

-

mgbgtl@hotmail.com
MGB V8 Registrar

Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430, Maryville, TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANMAS@aol.com

Pull Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Barge
930 N. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6475
brgmgb@aol.com
MGB Limited Edition Registrar
Ron Tugwell
3 De Amaral Road, P.O. Box 2406
Carmel Valley, CA 93924
(831) 659-2449
tugwell@ix.netcom.com
MG 1100/1300 Registrar

Scott Williams
501 N.E. Emmett St.
Topeka, KS 66616
(785) 234-8101
mg1100@oldertech.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jai Deagun
11825 Columbia Highway
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
lDeagan@aol.com
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The Marlque of Friendship
1929-1936
North American MMM Register
Box 727 St. Helena, CA 94574
707 / 963-2313

1935-1955 Pre-War T-Series Y Type
The New England MG IT' Register
PO Box 1957 Cary, NC 27512
704 1 544-1253

1956-1962 MGA ZA ZB
The North American MGA Register
7522 S.E. 152nd, Portland. OR 97236

-

@rnsn.com

1963-1980 MGB * Midget 8 1100M300
The North American MGB Register
PO Box 3203 Kent, OH 44240
800 / NAMGBR-1

1968-1969 MGC
American MGC Register
2809 Copter Rd, * Pensacola, FL 32514
850 / 478-2171
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Zenlth-Strornberg Carburetors
Brltlsh Car Parts and Repa~r
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College Po~nt,NY 11 356

SPARES

718-762-SUSU
(762-7878)

Connell's MG Servtce Ltd.
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Sell

Seek

Swap!

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register
Ads in this section are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good
standing - please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name,
address, phone number a n d membership number to 4904 Puffer Road,
Downer's Grove, IL 60515. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads
by arrangement with Michael Pentecost, Advertising Coordinator (see inside
front cover.) Ads will be run for two (2) issues, space allowing. The Register
retains the right to refuse any ad it deems unacceptable. The originating state
is shown a t the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE

Where 2 'B
Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers
Please check for up-to-date information before departing to the meet
The Register encourages local groups and clubs t o submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information m u s t include date, location, a n d
contact p h o n e number. Please submit events a t least three m o n t h s i n
advance to the Editor, 4904 Puffer Road, Downer's Grove, IL 60515.
MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2004
Oct. 23, NAMGBR Annual General Meeting, Olympia, WA

1972 MGB Roadster - Excellent condition. Starts and runs strong, regardless of
outside temperature. Body perfect, no rust or dlngs, great paint (dark orange),
black interior in great shape. Needs nothing! Comes with hard top, new soft top
and tonneau cover, car cover. New radiator and fuel pump Chrome wire wheels
and good tires, tool kit. Approx. 20,000 miles on professional rebuild in 1995.
1 have owned since 1996. Always guraged, driven year round in good weather
only. This car needs to go to a good home who appreciates a sweet 'B! Asking
$7000. Pictures available. (970) 669-2646 or e-mail Dandie331Y@aol.com CO

EVENTS IN 2005

1979 MGB LE - Black/Black. 745 original miles. California car in excellent
condition. $16,500.00 E-mail for questions/photos. (616) 813-1200 or e-mail
Info@zormot.com MI

CARS WANTED

1971 MGB - Red roadster. Less than 4,000 miles on rebuilt 1977 engine. Weber
curb, Peco exhaust and header, new cylinder head, 5-speed trans., new water
and oil pumps. Front suspension rebuilt w/V-8 bushings, new carpet, mini-lite
knock-oft wheels, new floor boards installed at University Motors, new brakes
and lines, more. I'm losing my storage and need to find a new home for the 'B.
$6700 or best reasonable offer. Much more invested, (219) 663-9304 IN

1973 MGB G T V e r y presentable example, correct for this car, Limeflower Green
GT. Has been repainted at sometime. Mostly original interior, sill covers and floor
mats replaced with navy blue carpet. Interior is very nice! Everything works,
great driver! Non-OD model. Nice solid car. Have a n MGA that needs more
money going to it, so the GT must go. $5500 / OBO. (319) 846-2617 between 4
pm - 8 pm CST or e-mail r.olswold@worldnet.att.net I A
1980 MGB LE - This car has a new rebuilt engine and runs absolutely perfect.
The seal around the windshield needs to be replaced, has been siliconed to
prevent leaks for now. The top and tonneau cover are only 2 years old and are
in great shape. The car is stored all winter so it has never seen salted roads a n d
is rust free in and out. We really love the car but don't have the time to use it
and would really like to find a good home for it. We are asking $6000 but will
talk to anyone with a reasonable offer. Contact us at (207)854-3545 or e-mail
tbryantl972@yahoo.com ME
1977 MG Midget - Runs good, looks great, lots of recent parts. Drives but needs
some trans. work. (Slips out of 2'nd gear). Nice paint and interior. We have
receipts and paperwork on the car. We are asking $2500 OBO. Call Tina or
Andy at (850)997-4160 or riverluster@aol.com.The car is located about 30 miles
east of Tallahassee, FL. Photos are available. FL
58
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June 5, The British Return to Ft. Meigs, Perrysburg, OH (419)878-2041
June 9-12, British V8 2005, Terre Haute, IN (812)239-9303
July 7-10, MG 2005, Olympia, WA MG Car Club, Northwest Centre

Sell Seek Swap!

-

Continued

Chrome Bumper MGB or MGB GT - Looking for a chrome bumper MGB or MGB
GT. Prefer a solid clean driver, 1967 or earlier but let me know what you have.
(763)479-6214 or e-mail jackchrisbacon@hotmail.com Thanks!! MN

PARTS FOR SALE

For Sale for Mark I MGB GT - Moss leather front (#641-170) and rear (#643-210)
seat covers and vinyl panel set (#643-420). Black with black piping. Excellent
condition. $750.00 for everything. (410)268-4341 or e-mail MD

MG Organizations for Other MG Models
New England MGT Register
P.O. Box 1957, Cary, NC 27512
North American MGA Register
C/O John Drake Jr., 7522 S.E. 152ndStreet, Portland, OR 97236-4861
(503) 761-6711 narngar_registrar@rnsn.corn
American MGC Register
2809 Copter Road, Pensacola, FL 32514
MG Vintage Racers
253 Bridlepath Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017

MG Clubs in England
The MG Car Club Box 251, Abingdon, Oxon. OX14 3FA
MG Owners Club Octagon House, Swavesey, Carnbs, CB4 5QZ
MG Octagon Car Club 0 36 Queensville Avenue, Stafford, ST17 4LS
(Pre-'55 MGs)
Midget and Sprite Club Terry Horler, 63 Littledean, Kate, Bristol,BS37 8UQ
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