I

Jorr&E ofthe N o d American MGB Register
Kbl. 14,'~o.4

-

J~ljr/August204

-

MG2004
-3 r
fr ,]age report

THE NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER

'he Editor's View

.VCR Driver is the official publication of the Yorth American MGB Register. u non-profit organi.
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From start to finish we enjoyed
peat trip in the company of MG
frltmds, enjoyed a beautiful hotel a n d
fac:ilities, got to explore the Garden
Sto~ t and
e
nearby New York City, a n d
ius t had a great time in general.
We also learned new driving
patterns - pretty much everyone I
have talked to from other parts made
comment on "jug handles" (see the
convention story) and there being n o
self-serve gas pumping in New Jersey.
The MG Car Club-Central New jersey Centre did a fantastic job hosting
a memorable event.
Hopefully you've already noted
momentous changes in your MGB
Driver. As promised by your Chairman, we have added color. I hope you
are as excited by these changes a s
the staff of the North American MGB
Register and MGB Driver are.
The other momentous change for
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Report from MG 2004
R.G. Liddick and Kim Tonry
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FOR REGISTRAR INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE PAGE 49
The North American hlGB Register is affiliated to the MG Car Club of England. The MC Car Club was
founded in 1930 and is the original. factory supported, und approved organization for all h,fGs with
the Club Headquurters situated in Abjngdon-on-Thamcs close by the birthplace of all h,lCns.

MCB Driver is the addition to our staff
of Charles a n d Kim de Bourbon as
Graphics and Production Coordinators. Charles is a professionul graphic
artist and Kim is u newspaper editor.
They edit the Keystone Region MG
Club newsletter as well. We look
forward to working with them and
seeing their input into the ever-evolving MGB Driver.
And our sincere thanks go to ]ill
Lee-Jones who had handled these
chores since the inception of the Vriver
14 years ago.
Onward!
Kim
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Chairman's Chat
noth er Annual Convention
has c:ome and gone. MG Car
r l ~ i h- Central Iersey Centre
should feel very proud about hosting
this wonderful event. Their chairman,
Bob Chezem, suddenly passed away
in December. Bob was the driving
force behind convincing the club to
host MG 2004 a n d was responsible
for much of the early planninq- of
the event.
The MGCC-CJC put together a
planning committee which included
Bob's wlfe, Helen, a n d thelr three children. With the guidance of Tony a n d
Lynne Burgess, NAMGBR's AGM /
Convention Coordinators, they dotted
the 'j's then crossed the 't's (and their
fingers) and the result was u gatherjng of 240 classic British cars a n d a
whole lot of smiling faces. All feedback I've received has been positive.
Thanks to all the folks who worked so
hard and all those who attended for
making this event a success.
Elleen and I were happy to be
able to bring our two MGBs and have
my son Adam along with his MGB a s
well.
I loaned my '75 B to Kelvin Qodd,
Moss Motor's British parts manager,
who had flown in from California.
Returning it after the banquet, he
suggested I check for a loose shock
mounting. 1 had a n annoying
clunk jn the front end for a couple of
weeks. Sure enough, I snugged the
bolts down a n d the clunk is gone.
Thanks, KePvln.
The Annual Convention gives
the NAMGBR Executive Board a n opportunity to get together and discuss
the future of the organization. The
changes you wjll be seeing in this
publication a n d new regalia now
available are just two results from our
MG 2004 meeting
We arc very pleased to have
Elvin Davis on board a s our new
Regalia Coordinator. Elvin has been
active in coordinating regalia for the
4
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-rom the Secretary

David
Deulsch

his is the time of year that we
start thinking about the Annual
General Meeting. This year it is
eing held in Olympia, Washington,
n Saturday. October 23, 2004, and
being hosted by the MG Car Club
Northwest Centre.
The meeting will be held from
oon to 5 p.m. a t the Red Lion Hotel,
.hich will be host hotel for next
a r ' s convention.
This meeting is open to all
members, and you are encouraged
to be there. We try to move the AGM
around, so that everyone has a
lance to attend. Mark your calendar
ow and spend the afternoon with
s. It is time that you get involved.
,ook for additional informatjon on
Page 44, and ulso on the web at www.
mgccnwc.com.
We will be giving out the awards
ror:
Chapter of the Year - Given to
a club based on number of Register
members and club activity
-

Chairman
NAMGBR

Detroit-Windsor British Car Club and
will be working closely with Jeff Zorn
of the Little British Car Company to
bring NAMGBR lots of new and exciting regalia.
If all has gone the way we have
hoped, you are looking a t some color
added to this issue of .WGB Driver.
We hope that this will give many of
you a little added incentive to submit
articles with photos related to your
MG ownership experiences a n d
adventures. Come on, who doesn't
want a color photo of their classic on
the pages of the MGB Driver? 1 know
I'm looking forward to seeing this
household's cars featured on the
"What's in Your Driveway?" pages,
and a m even going to try a n d slip
in my '73 Dodge Dart a s part of the
background :-)
With MG 2004 behind us, we
turn our attention towards Washington State, the NAMGBR Annual General Meeting (AGM) and MG 2005.
The AGM will take place on Oct. 23,
2004 and MG 2005 will be going on
from July 7-10. The website is up and
running at www.mg200S.com.
Start making your plans now.
I have never visited this part of the
country and a m looking forward
to seeing lots of things that I probably never would have, if it was not
for having the MGs. MG Car Club
-North West Centre will be our host
and
. . promises a good time for all who
atrena.

Newsle~eroftheYe~r-Givento

theclubwhosenewsletterPromotes
MG enthusiasm throughout the year.
It is also judged on content.
Enthusiast of the Year - Given to a
person showing the MG spirit.

Good ~ ~ ~ a r it aGiven
n
to the
person who best exemplifies the MG
spirit by lending a hand without
regard to reward.

If you know of anyone who
'hould be nominated for any these
wards, please contact one of the
fficers [contactinforrnatior~inside the
.ant cover] and tell us about them.
vde need your input. With only four

D
Zimmerman

-

Secretary
NAMGBR

officers, we can only be in so many
places at a tlme and we need you to
help us out.
Did someone in your club go
above and beyond to help out someone? Do you have a guy (or gal) that
all they talk is MG and MG doings?
Do you have a n out-of-slght newsletter? Did your club do something extra
special? Let us know. Please Iet the
officers know your thouqhts on this
no later than septernbe;l5, 2004.
We will also be voting for Vice
Chairman and the Secretary position at the Annual General Meeting
in Olympia. Ballots were mailed on
Sept.1,inordertogivethechapters
timetoreporttotheirmembership.
I f your club is a n affiliated chapter, make sure that you use your riqht
to vote as a chapter: Give your elected
officers your
This is most important. We are
a club run by the members. But wc
need to hear your voice. All affiliated chapters are sent a n agenda and
a ballot. Ask to see it. This can be
hand-carried to the AGM or mailed
in to the secretary as a proxy. The
important thing is that you use it.
Ask the officers of your local club to
get involved.

Ifyou drive it you'll have fun!
0 :)

.

Safery Fast,
David Deutsch
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Treasurer's Report

Letters of Intent

NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
October 23,2003 - July 7,2004

Susan M.
Beginning checking account balance
Oct. 23, 2003 ....................... $11,818.37

Treasurer

NAMGBR

Receipts

Membership income:.. ........ $21,17 1.00
Income from advertising ...... 2,050.00
Income from classifieds.............. 25.00
...570.00
Event profits .............
...108.00
Regalia .....................
Total

....................................

$23,924.00

Disbursements

Driver layout .........................$5,491.00
Driver printing & delivery ..... 18,639.11

Website host ..............................414.00
Credit card fees ......................... 410.53

Telephone l(800).......................127.94
Insurance policies ...................... 90.00
Checks. ........................................28.80
Incorporation papers ................... 5.00
Regalia ......................................400.00
Office s u ~ ~ l i..........................
es
114.60
Total
J,,I~

.................................... $25,755.78
Checking account balance
~9,986.~~

7, 2004

...........................

Candidate for Vice Chairman
North American MGB Register

With this letter I would like to
announce my intention to stand for
re-election for the position of Secretary.
As secretary for the past six
years, I have had the pleasure to be
involved with a number of projects
for the Register. Building our "MGB
)riverv archive, working with the
xec on a n executive manual, a n d
.ow starting to build a archive of
Lonvention, AGM, a n d regional meet
history.
But most of all I have had the opportunity to meet a lot of really great
people along the way.
My goal for the next two years is
putting together a secretary handbook.
This will help maintain consistency as the secretary personnel
changes and help keep the Register
running a s smoothly as possible.
I have enjoyed the past six years,
a n d hope to be allowed to serve a n other term for the registrar.

Dear Members.
Many of you know me and some
of you don't. My name is Richard G .
Liddick (member #3-1235) and I a m
hereby submitting my letter of intent
to enter the race for the position of
the NAMGBR Vice Chairmanship.
I have been the NAMGBR Publicity Coordinator for the last seven
years now. In addition to that position, I have been the membership
chairman for the MGs of Baltimore,
Ltd. and the Club President since
1992. I was Vice Chairman of MG '98,
which was hosted by my local club at
Hagerstown, Maryland. 1 was named
Enthusiast of the Year in 1995 by the
NAMGBR. I believe I have worked to
promote the North American MGB
Register and for that matter, the MG
spirit a n d Marque since I first got the
"bug" in 1986.
I currently own a 1976 Midget,
a 1971 MGB GT, a spurious MGB V-8
project (and yes I will finish it), a
1977 MGB Roadster and a 1977 MGB
parts car. I a m committed to the MG
- or perhaps should be.
You may ask why would anyone
want this thankless, non-paying
job, "Don't you have enough to do"?
That's a good question and here are
my reasons. I think I can help keep
the Register moving in the right
direction. Our current Chairman has
had his hands full at times, there
are many challenges he and the
board have faced a n d they have been
handled very well. I would like to be
there to help David Deutsch and the
Register when these pop up. I know I
can work with the NAMGBR Board to
keep us the best National MGB, Midget and 1100/1300 organization in the
U.S., Canada & Mexico. It is for these
reasons that I ask for your support.

NAMGBR ELECTIONS
will be held Oct. 23, 2004, at
the Annual General Meeting in
Olympia, Wash. (See Page 44.)
Ballots were mailed to affiliated
clubs on Sept. 1, and must be returned by Oct. 20 in order to be
counted at the AGM. They may
also be brought to the AGM.

I5

Club Office

Candidate For Secretary
North American MGB Register

Thank you
D Zimrnerrnan

One of the top attractions at MG 2004: The parking lot parties behind the Parsippony, N.J., Hilton, the host hotel.

.

Any affiliated club which does
NOT receive a ballot should
call ( 3 3 0 ) 678-9394 or email
enmgr@sssnet.com.

Safety Fast,

Richard G. Liddick

1100/1300 Register
Contagious?-Yes

Fatal?-No
Curable?- Let's Hope Not!
by Bobbie Berg

have been told that owning a n MG
is like a disease. Once you have
caught the 'bug,' it grabs hold of
you and never lets go. I was very wary
of falling prey to this illness, a n d
managed to avoid all contact with
the contagious little automobiles for
the greater part of my life. And then
it happened. Out of the blue I was
stricken. It happened this way.
One fine, uneventful day my
life changed forever. My husband,
Jack, a n d I, along with a few of our
closest friends, were at the home
of a very special couple, Bill a n d
Carole Pedersen. After partaking of
a wonderful meal, Bill announced
that he was regretfully going to have
to sell his beloved 1956 MGA. He had
had both knees replaced a n d could no
longer work the clutch.
Of course, all the men in
the group immediately began to
salivate. But one m a n in particular,
my beloved Jack, fell prey to the
infamous MG bug. He was infected
almost immediately. I, however, had
a much stronger immune system.
Without much more t h a n a cursory
look and a quick spin in the car, I
strongly declared that no way were
we going to buy it. After all, it was a
SPORTS CAR, and a CONVERTIBLE to
boot! No way. Uh huh. Not going to
happen. I remained strong for a year.
My immunity seemed invincible. I
was not going to succumb.
Then one day I made a near fatal
mistake. I allowed Jack to talk me
into going to a meeting of the local
MG Car Club. Well, I didn't stand
a chance! The moment I walked
in the door, I was bombarded by
thousands of contagions. They began
to wear away my immunity almost
immediately. I was doomed! All of a

sudden, it wasn't so scary thinking
about a SPORTS CAR. In fact, horrors,
it was even beginning to sound like
fun! By the time I left that meeting,
my immune system was nearly in
shreds. The disease was taking over. I
didn't stand a chance.
And so, we came to own 'Snorty.'
It was a long, drawn-out battle on
Jack's part, but there she was, at
home in our driveway. Jack was in
heaven, and I quickly joined him
there. The disease had completely
taken over my body by then. Well,
maybe not completely. Jack a n d I
must have still had a few uninfected
cells because we were still content to
own just one MG. Snorty was enough
car for us, and we certainly couldn't
see ourselves buying another one.
After all, where would we put it? Poor
Snorty had to be content with a closed
off bay of a n open carport. There just
was no room, not to mention need,
for any more cars, especially not
another MG.
Jack and I managed to hang on
to our few uninfected cells for nearly
four years. Every once in a while, we
would tempt fate and casually look
a t another MG. Perhaps a BGT would
be nice for rainy days, or wouldn't a n
MGA coupe be fun. But we always
managed to come to our senses before
the disease could conquer our last
stronghold. That is, until this past
luly. We were a t the ABFM (All British
Field Meet) in Bellevue, Washington.
It must have been the close proximity
to all those British cars, a n d therefore
all those infected people, but
whatever the reason, we fell victim.
The old saying 'divide and
conquer' is very accurate. lack went
to look at other cars a n d I stayed
with Snorty, and during this time our
infection became complete.
Jack saw her first. She was sitting
in the 'For Sale' lot, looking forlorn
yet beautiful. There she was, a n MG
unlike any we had seen before, a
1964 1100 four-door sedan. I think
MGB DRIVER-July/August 2004

The 1964 MG 11 10 four-door sedan and 1956 MGA of Jack and Bobbie Berg.

it was love at first sight. Jack called
me on my walkie-talkie and told me
to turn around. I did, and there he
was, standing next to this cute little
maroon car with a smitten look on
his face. He was hooked! 1 walked
down to look a t the car, a n d I was
soon hooked, too. We bought her
right there on the spot! We didn't talk
it over. We didn't think about it for a
year, or a month, a week, or even a
day. We just bought it!
You see, the disease had taken

over completely. We had no choice.
We have now joined the rest of you
fine people who have been infected
for all these years. Some of you may
not know that you have this disease,
but if you own one MG, you have
already been bitten by the bug. If you
own more t h a n one, you have been
consumed! Sit back and don't fight
it. You can't win, a n d it's not a bad
disease from which to suffer. In fact,
it's rather pleasant. Let's hope they
never find a cure. @I
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Gary's Run
by Kim de Bourbon
group of Canadian a n d Amencan MGB owners who knew
each only through the Internet
got together to make a 340-mlle run
on May 29 in honor of a n online
friend who had lost a six-month
battle with cancer.
The event was conceived by Gary
Lloyd of British Columbia as a way
to celebrate life us he recovered from
a long hospital stay. Gary, owner of
a red 1966 MGB which he painstakingly restored a t home, was among
the most active a n d enthusiastic
posters on the bulletin board system
forum of "The MGB Experience"
[www.mgbexperience.corn]. Gary
was a knowledgeable MGB hobbyist,
and well known on the BBS for his
perpetual optimism and infectious
enthusiasm, evidenced by a profligate
use of exclamation points.
Gary's cancer had been diagnosed as terminal in December,
although he didn't share that information with his friends on the
forum. Gary's natural energy for life
was matched only by a supremely
stubborn nature. Returning home
in February after six weeks in the
hospital, Gary began planning a n
all-day drlve in the mountains north
of Vancouver, not far from his home.
Despite the dire prognosis, he gave
himself three months to gain his
strength back, a n d planned the day
for May 29, inviting hls MGB Experience friends to make the trip to British Columbia for a looping drive from
Squamish to Lillooet then down the
Fraser Canyon.
Now, there are quite a few Internet forums that allow MG a n d other
classic car lovers to share thelr obsessions. But somehow The MGB Experience has evolved into a true online
community, where members share
not only the joys and frustrations of
MGBs but also the joys and frustrations of their personal lives. Advice,

humor and car parts are freely exchanged in about equal measure, and
true friendships have formed between
people who live thousands of miles
apart.
Gary Lloyd was one of those
people who made lasting impressions.
whether online or in person. A number of us from the BBS had the chance
to meet him. He made a memorable
trip to Louisiana in the spring of 2002
to meet up with some MGB Experience friends a t the annual British
Motoring Club of New Orleans show.
Those of us who couldn't be there
will forever remember the photo of a
Hawaiian shirt hanging over Gary's
rosy posterior, a "mooning" that was
posted on the forum so that we could
all share in the revelry.
Soon after Gary got his '66 MGB
on the road in the summer of 2003,
he took off to make a solo 2,300-mile
drive to MG 2003 in St. Louis, Missouri. He was determined to make
the 38-hour trip in just three days,
in a car that hadn't seen many miles
since he finished restoring it. This was
"Gary's Big Adventure," a n d a s members of The MGB Experience sighted
him along his route, reports of his
progress were eagerly followed with
updates on the BBS. He made it a s far
as Wyoming before having to turn
back to Boise with a piston problem.
Undeterred from his mission to make
it to MG 2003, he left his car in Idaho
and hopped a plane St. Louis, where
he joined a group of us gathering at
the big event. He then flew back to
Boise, fixed his car, and drove it back
to British Columbia.
With determination like that, we
had no doubts that if anyone could
beat cancer by sheer force of will,
it would be Gary Lloyd. Once Gary
posted his intentions for the British
Columbia rally, it quickly became
known as "Gary's Run," a n d plans
began to take shape among those
who would be able to make it. Having
met Gary in St. Louis, my husband,
MGB DRIVER-]uly/August 2004
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Five MGBs took part in "Gary's Run," a 340-mile drive through British Columbia that
lebrated the life of enthusiast Gary Lloyd.

~ a r l e sa, n d I were excited about
aklng the trip from Pennsylvania,
,en though we wouldn't be able to
ing our 'B. As Gary was still feeling
etty weak when he started planng the event, Rob Lyall of nearby
KC~mloops,B.C., took over planning
t h e exact route a n d arranging hotel
stc~ y sand
I helped out gathering the
,
list of participants and keeping everyle up to date on the plans.
Most of the participants who
jned up were from British Columa, of course, but we also had two
couples from Oregon a n d a guy from
Washington slate sign up. Also planning to attend, although not with a
'€3,was a n MG-owning couple from
Australia, who happened to be planning a trip to the area a t the same
time.
About a month before the date of
the run, Gary had to go back into the
hospital, fighting a life-threatening
ul.,l

I
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Gary's; online friends raised $1,250
towarc4 a bench to be built in his memory
.
a
at a mu, lllu .
Ilcur
his home.

--...-
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Gary Lloyd of Brentwood Bay, British Columbia, in the 1966 MGB he had just finished
restoring. He died less than a year after this was taken.

Jane Keesey, Pendleton, Oregon; Jim
a n d Shelley Smith, Nanaimo, British
Columbia; Scott and Louise Wheatley,
Delta, British Columbia, a n d Kim a n d
Charles de Bourbon, Delaware Water
Gap, Pennsylvania. Also meeting up
with the group for dinner the night
before the run were Peter and Susan
Akers of Queensland, Australia, who
happened to be vacationing in the
area at the time.
As 1 drove Gary's car that day, I
kept remembering how the '66 MGB
was such a n important part of Gary's
life, a n d how restoring every detail of
it himself was a major source of pride
for him. His family told us that the
car also played a part in Gary's final
days.
Only about two weeks before he
died, at a point when Gary was bedridden, heavily medicated for pain
a n d barely able to walk, his daughter
Diana found him out in the garage,
sitting in the 'B. She asked him what
he thought he was doing, a n d he said
he just wanted to sit in it.
She went back inside, a n d soon
heard the car start up.
Diana went back to the garage,
alarmed. Gary told her he just want
to hear the engine run for a while.

There was almost too much scenery to see along "Gary's Run," an all-day drive
through scenic British Columbia north of Vancouver.

Gary's Run - Continued from Page I I
infection When he finally came back
home, he no longer had the strength
nor the will to post messages on the
BBS.
There was never a question that
his MGB Experience friends would
make "Gary's Run" just as he had
planned, n o matter what. Gary died
just 17 days before the run.
As a measure of how close the
MGB Experience community is,
within a week of Gary's death we collected $1,250 to help place a memorial bench on a seaside walk neur his
home. Charles a n d 1 met with Gary's
wife, Alida, before the r u n to present
the check, and she was overwhelmed
by the support from Gary's online
friends. 1 was overwhelmed myself
when she handed me the keys to
Gary's 'B a n d asked me to please take
the car out on the run, saying if Gary
couldn't make the run, then certainly
his car should.
It was particularly fitting, since
I ulso have a red 1966 MGB, and
22

Gary a n d I often kidded about being
"twins." The night he arrived in St.
Louis for MG 2003 after his 'B had
broken down, I asked him to please
get in my 'B and take it for a spin.
Now, not even a year later, Gary was
gone. Sitting in his 'B a n d starting
it up was a n emotional experience,
and yet, putting my hands on his
steering wheel, I felt oddly comforted.
Throughout "Gary's Run," there
wasn't a doubt that he was with us.
"Gary's Run" was simply glorious, and a true celebration of the MG
spirit. We spent about 10 hours on the
some of the most spectacular roads
ever engineered by m a n through
some of the most spectacular scenery
ever engineered by God. To have been
able to take part in such a day was to
have really taken part in "the MGB
experience."
Participating in Gary's Run were
Rob and Cheryl Lyall, Kamloops, British Columbia; Dick and Peggy Price,
Hermiston, Oregon; Chris Roop and
MGB DRIVER-july1August 2004
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She went into the house to unswer the
phone, a n d when she came out to the
garage again, Gary and the 'B were
gone. (This story didn't surprise anyone who knew how stubborn Gary
could be.)
Diana a n d her mom combed
the neighborhood, frantic that in his
medicated state Gary would do something stupid, wreck the car, or pass
out. But they couldn't find him.
An hour later, he came home. He
told his wife he'd only been sitting
along the road, talking to a neighbor, but she had gone back and forth
throughout the neighborhood looking
for him, a n d she knew he hadn't been
just sitting in the car next door.
Where he found the strength to
take the car out for a drive, his family
doesn't know. But Gury got his final
ride.

Gary Lloyd was 51, and was a homebuilder in southern Vancouver Island for
more than 30 years. He is survived by his
wife, Alida, and three daughters, Tanya,
Diana and Beverk. A memorial park
bench will be installed in his honor on
the marina causeway in Sidney, British
Colunlbia on Vancouver Island, 170t far
from where Gary lived. @
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RaIIye Glenwood Springs

Chapter Spotlight

Oldest U.S. Car Rally

Connecticut MG Club
by David Werblow

52nd Annual Rallye
Glenwood Springs, Colorado
June 11-13, 2004

he MG Car Club, Rocky Mountain Centre held its 52nd Annual
Rallye Glenwood Springs on lune
11-13, 2004. This is [he oldest continuously held rally in the United States.
This year was the largest Rallye
Glenwood Springs since 2002, with
169 cars and over 300 participants.
The Rallye hosted vehicles of all
types, gre-war to modern, from sports
cars to four-wheel drives to luxury.
The MG TF, featured in this year's
logo, was the highlighted car of the
weekend. Introduced in 1954, the TF
is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
Friday was a beautiful day for
the 120 cars participating in the Tour
from Denver to Glenwood Springs,
Colorado. The Tour traversed several
Colorado Scenic Byways along Red
Rocks Amphitheater to Evergreen,
over four mountain passes including
11,541-foot Hoosier Pass near Breckenridge, a n d on to the Finish Line via
spectacular Glenwood Canyon.
Ninety-seven teams participated

in Saturday's main event, the 52nd

Rallye Glenwood Springs, a timespeed-distance event through the
majestic Colorado Rocky Mountains
north of Aspen.
The weekend culminated Sunday
morning with 104 cars in the Car
Show a n d 29 in the Funkhana. The
largest contingents in the Car Show
were MGs, Triumphs, Miatas, Minis,
and jaguars. Also participating were
Austin-Healey, BMW, Lotus, Morgan,
Porsche, Riley, Sunbeam, TVR, and
most other British cars, including a
Nash Metropolitan.
Additional information for the
2004 event is available on the club's
website, www.mgcc.org. You may
also contact Glenwood Chairman
Ron Akin a t 303-797-1844, email
rakin9@aol.com or Public Relations
Chairman Alan Magnuson at 303400-8076, email alan.
magnuson@qwest.com,
6797 S. Norfolk Court,
Foxfield, CO 800161400.
The 53rd Annual Rallye Glenwood
Springs is scheduled
for June 10 to 12, 2005.
Friday: Denver to Glenwood Springs, Colorado.
Saturday a n d Sunday:
Glenwood Springs,
Colorado.
Contact: MGCC Rocky
Mountain Centre, P.O. Box
152, Denver, CO 80201 @
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rom humble beginnings in 1987,
the Connecticut MG Club, Ltd.
has grown to over 280 members
and is a respected force in the New
England British car community.
Our first car show, "Cars at the
Castle," was a t Gillette Castle in Hadlyme, Connecticut, in 1988. About 30
cars attended. By 2002, our show had
become the largest one-day British
show in New England, with 330 cars CON
participating.
By 1995, the
had outgrown
annual
car show
the

pB

field at Gillette Castle. It moved to a
premier location, Harkness Memorial
State Park in Waterford, Connecticut,
and was renamed "British by the
Sea."
This year, we held our 17th annual show the first Sunday in June. Each
year the number of classes in the
show has continued to grow, and this
year there were 40 classes with the
Turner being the featured marque.
In addition to the car show, we run
a number of driving a n d technical
events including rallies, funkhanas
a n d tours.
The club meets on the first
Tuesday of every month. The meeting
starts a t 7:30 with most folks arriving
earlier for food, grog a n d tyre-kicking. We have moved our meeting to
various restaurants. The running joke
is that we have closed some of the
best restaurants in the state.
The club also offers a monthly
newsletter a n d regular "monthly
gatherings" for the five regional
groups. With various parties, picnics,
a n d other social events in addition to
technical sessions, women feel very
comfortable with club membership.
The club contributes money and
labor to Harkness, a s well as contributing money to the Connecticut
MGB DRIVER-JulyIAuyust 2004

Food Bank and toys to the Children's
Hospital in Hartford.
Our club web site is www.ctrngclub.com. Check our calendar and
plan on joining us for a n event. We
welcomes all MGs - our members
own all types a n d in all conditions,
from parts cars to concours.
Members also own other British "cousins" like Minis, Triumphs,
jags, and Austin Hcaleys. The main
purpose of the club is to have fun and
keep driving those lovely little British
cars! @

The MGB Registrar

C h o o s e Moss

a d some interesting correspondence with James Rea, who
bought a 1967 MGB GT Special
new from the dealers showroom in
1967.
At the time, James was at the
USAF Officer Training School based
a t Medina Air Force Base in Texas.
The selling dealer in San Antonio was
Motor Imports Inc. on Broadway, a n d
the car was purchased on September
29, 1967.
GHD3/L 116591 in British Racing Green, engine # 18GBUH 66916
came with the full "Specials" package
a s advertised in the press, including wooden steering wheel a n d shift
knob, the 'Special' plaque, wire
wheels etc, a n d had a base price of
$3,337.50. Freight a n d handling,
optional equipment, a n d accessories,
added a further $79.00 to the price.
Sales t a x was $69.33 a n d the license
and title came to $10.03 making a
total cash price of $3,495.86.
lames financed the purchase over
36 months through Harlingen National Bank, with monthly payments
of $115.04, making a total price of
$4,141.44.
Extras listed on the original bill
of sale, from which the above information was extracted, were radio,
heater, windscreen washers, wire
wheel and seat belts.
During James' career in the
USAF, the car has been all around the
United States having been registered
in Texas, Alabama, New Mexico,
Arizona, California, Nevada, and
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Washington over the years and now
rests in Montana. We are indebted to
James for the above story and copy of
the original title and bill of sale.
Any other original owners of
1967 MGB GT Specials are encouraged to tell us the story of their
purchase of this unique model MGB.
Incidentally at the time of writing we
have a total of 102 MCB GT Specials
registered. That's 10 percent of the
total number offered for sale in 1967!
And now for our latest registrants
to the MGB Register:
Brian Perretta ....... '74 MGB GT & '80 MGB
David Higham ............................. '77 MGB
David Marshall ............................ .I73 MGB
John Hubbards ........................ '68 MGB GT
Mark johnson ................................'69 MGB
...................7 MGB
Lee Keyes ............... .
.
Dennis Coggins ............................
.I69 MGB
John Colwell ...............'67 MGB GT Special
Thomas E. Berry II .........................'72 MGB
Roy DuFault ................................71 MGB
.
.
.....'70 MGB
JeffreyWergeles ...................
Richard Frengesch ....................'79 MGB LE
Howard Lewis ... '71 MGB & '67 GT Special
Paula Coakley ....................
.
...... '80 MGB
.......I

0

Motoring

Magazine
...-6.,-787,

Ihrrrsaas: 005681-3400

(@@@8

i
MGB DRIVER-Tuly/August 2004

MCB DRIVER-]uly/August 2004

17

Creating a Rally
by Dennis Hosier
Arizona MG Club

'--n I a n d my wife, Sara,
joi ned the Arizona MG Club
selferal years ago, we quickly
decided tha[ t o u r favorite club event
.- .
was tne local car rallies. These rallies
are typically a n hour to two hours of
drive time that ends with a meal.
In January 2000 1 volunteered
to create my first Mystery Tour Rally.
2004 represents our fifth Mystery
Tour, a n d it has turned out to be a n
annual and well-attended club event.
Recently, 1 had a club member say
that they would love to set up a rally,
but they didn't know where to start.
This got me to thinking that perhaps
if there were a set of "guidelines"
available, more members would
step-up a n d volunteer to create a club
event or rally.
What follows is my attempt to
document this process. These are
only guidelines and your imagination
and creativity should not be stifled or
limited when you create your rally.
11e

Types of rallies
*Poker Rally - Requires partici-

pants to follow provided directions
and to pick up playing cards a t specified locations. Usually the best poker
hand wins a free lunch. In the event
of a tie, the first car out of the group
of finalists to arrive a t the final destination, wins the lunch.
*Questions rally - Requires participants to follow provided directions
a n d answer questions that apply to
MG trivia and/or landmarks along
the route. The most correct answers
wins a free lunch. In the event of a
tie, the first car out of the group of
finalists to arrive at the final destination, wins the lunch.
*Cruise - No questions, no cards,
just follow the directions a n d enjoy
the drive. Drivers depart in a caravan
fashion. Usually lots of "heads turn"
to watch the MG parade.

Remember, you make up the
rules. just make sure they are fair for
young and old alike.
The meeting place

Should be centrally located and
easily accessible by all. Allow a t least
30 minutes for participants to arrive.
(i.e., arrive at 9:00, leave at 9:30.)
Provide complete written directions for all of the participants. Make
sure you include your cell phone
number, in casc someone gets lost or
breaks down.
It's a nice touch to include a
pencil for questionnaires.
Please don't forget a n envelope
with "bail out" information: the destination address and phone number.
None of our rallies are based
on speed. Make sure participants are
aware of this prior to the start.
If it is not a "cruise" type of
rally, stagger each car's departure
time by two to three minutes.

The secret to
a ood club
ra ly is in the
planning.
Keep the
route and
destination
interesting,
and make it
fun!

?

a n d at the same time of day your
rally will be run.
Don't base questions on landmarks that could move, like a detour
sign!
Time your route while you are
testing it, a t a casual speed.
Try to avoid routes that are
under construction. Let's try to keep
this fun!
Keep the route interesting and
not necessarily the most direct route.
A great theme-type rally can
be combined with a Poker Rally for
some great fun. Using a local map,
look for interesting patterns or sites,
i.e. residential traffic circles, statues,
historical markers a n d fountains, or
streets that dead-end at mountains
and/or cliffs. At each location, leave
envelopes stuffed with several playing
cards to build a poker hand. Combine
several decks for this and use old coffee cans for the envelopes.

Planning the route

This will vary somewhat with the
type of rally you choose. Sometimes I
base a rally around the destination,
i.e., a really cool restaurant, or on a
theme, i.e., a tour of parks, historical homes, unusual landscapes or a
backstreet tour.
For scenic tours, I will typically
try to take a fairly direct route out of
town and have the bulk of the rally in
the "outskirts" of town. When we did
the "parks" theme we traveled from
one park to another in town, with a
questionnaire. By all means make it
a pleasant route and try to include
sites that most folks don't see every
day. Regardless of your choice of rally
type, the following will apply:
Pre-plan your tentative route
ahead of time on a map.
Plan on running the course
at least three times to confirm your
route and especially-the directions!
While confirming your route,
run it on the same day of the week
MGR DRIVER-JulyIAugust 2004

The meal

1

This could be a back yard barbecue by the pool, pancake breakfast,
a picnic, a restaurant or whatever.
Make sure someone is on the receiving end of the rally a n d ready to greet
the participants. We like to wave the
Union lack at the final destination to
wave the drivers in. At the "social"
portion of the cvent, participants
get to visit and engage in MG car
MGB DRIVER-luly/Auyu\t 2004

conversations galore. The destination
location should be able to seat the
participants as a group, not necessarily a t one big table, but a t least in the
same area.
General auidelines

Make sure there are a variety of
food options available for everyone,
including vegetarian meals.
Make sure the meals are affordable for everyone.
Make sure either individuol
checks or one check per table is a n
option.
Make sure reservations are
made (and confirmed!) well ahead of
time to allow for proper staffing.
Some rallies may include a
raffle for prizes. Money goes back into
the "kitty" to buy prizes for the next
rally.
Getting home

Consider a destination that is
convenient to major uccess roads, or
Include directions back to major
routes in the driver's instructions distributed a t the beginning of the rally.
This is not a definitive list of all
considerations for all rallies. If you
have any contributions to this list
please feel free to email them to me
at dennis@hosier3.com. 1 will make
sure your contributions are recorded
and passed-on to others. @
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Happy Are Those
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By Michel Desbiens
appy are those, who just like
Ulysses, have traveled a lot
Happier are those who can do lt
In a small Britlsh car, all the while accomplish~nga long-stand~ngdream.
Let me tell you about the adventure of three MGBs a n d their happy
owners. The journey takes us from
Montreal to sublime California. The
return trip takes us through the beuutiful Rockies a n d across the flat but
sensational Prairie scenery.
Our adventure started three years
ago when my friends Denis Vincent
and Guy GuPvremont asked me to
accompany them on a trip across
North America. This trlp was not to
be taken lightly, a s this expedltjon
would cover 15,000 kilometers in our
English cars, aged respectively 26, 29
a n d 33 years old. Familiar with their
mechanical skills, I could accept their
offer in complete confidence.
The preparation for this trip was
a n experience in itself. I'll spare you
the details of the many preparation
meetings we held, but you have to
know that our cars would require
the most rlgorous of tune-ups which
would push back our departure date
several times. Due to the conflict in
Iraq and our notorious spring storms
it was finally on April 7, 2003, a
bright Monday morning, that our
convoy of three departed.
Direction - New York

It is barely 2 p.m. when we have
to make our first stop a t Whippany,
New jersey. As a matter of fact, it's
snowing, hailing a n d visibility is
zero! The next morning everything is
covered in ice a n d before we can depart for Virginia we have some major
de-icing to do. It's not before late evening that all evidence of the ice storm
finally melts away from our cars.
Unforlunately our first flat tire, on
my car, a n d transmission problems
on Guy's car force a delay of a few
additional hours. As luck would have
20
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it, our North American MGB Register
Service Recommendation List lists a
garage that specializes in British cars
a n d our snags are quickly repaired.
Direction - Elvis

The next important stage in our
adventure plunges us into the cradle
of American culture. Memphis, Tennessee, here we are! While visiting the
local auto museum we learn that Elvis had once owned a n MGA! A quick
stop at Graceland gives us a chance
to capture this moment in history in
photos, a n d we're on our way again.
From this point in our trek across
America, on our itinerary starts to
resemble a road movie. The dry desert
air follows us as we cross Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico a n d
Arizona. Three days of jntense heat,
the broiling sun and a dusting of nostalgia we drive on the famous Route
6 6 . At the end of this route we reach
Flagstaff, bringing us to the edge of
the Grand Canyon. There's a moment
of silence as we stare a t all this splendor and immense open spaces facing
our little convertibles. All the while,
many people are surprised and curious to see our cars surrounded by this
scenery. Usually one MGB is enough
to get everybody's curiosity going, but
cun you imagine three MGBs in this
fabulous decor!

- Las Vegas
After seven days on the road we
Direction

finally reach Las Vegas. A break and
rest are well deserved for our little engines and us. But before entering Las
Vegas we must cross the well-known
Hoover Dam, a n absolute wonder. On
the other side of the dam, the skyline of Las Vegas can be seen across
the horizon, lying in the middle of
nowhere, part of the Nevada valley. Our cars attract attention as we
negotiate the heavy traffic in the city
of lights. After two days of rest a n d
bumming around the luxurious hotels a n d casinos, we hit the road once
more. Our next destination in this
adventure is Los Angeles. However,
MGB DRIVER-JulyJArlgust 2004
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we make a unanimous decision to
detour a n d head for San Diego near
the Mexican border. In incredibly
heavy traffic, we make it to the border
and in the distance we can see the
Mexican flag fluttering in the wind.
We turn around a n d head north. The
trip is going so well, a n d the thought
of following the coast all the way up
is exciting.
Direction - 10s Angeles

Highway 1 along the Pacific coast
was probably built with the MGB in
mind. How wonderful it is to drive
along the coast with the top down
a n d in such a beautiful place.
After many kilometers of peace
our arrival in Hollywood is rather
hair-raising because of the traffic a n d
intense urban activity. Our hotel lies
within a few blocks of the Grauman's
Chinese Theater. We will be able to
stroll along the Walk of Fame, see
the famous Hollywood sign and even
drive through chic Beverly Hills.
But the ocean is calling us a n d
the beaches of Santa Monica are
more inviting. Our cars parked close
to the pier steal the show. An admiring crowd gathers, a n d the number of
kilometers we have traveled impresses
them. How proud we are standing
before these nice folks, a n d what a
nice day it was to be on the beuch in
the warm California sun.
We succeed in discovering one of
the most beautiful camping areas on
MGB URIVER-JulyJAugurt 2004
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The 1977, 1970 and
1974 MGBs that took
Michel Desbiens, Denis Vincent and Guy
Guevremont on a
9,500-mile trek from
Montreal to California
and back. Among
I their sto~s:the Grand

the coast, Malibu. The view of the sun
sinking below the horizon seen from
our camping area is beyond description. Camping here was so pleasing
that we stayed two more days. The
extra time gives us a chance to visit
Venice Beach, relax and have a tour
of Moss Motors. Moss, located in Goleta near Santa Barbara, is known for
its activity in the British restoration
market and is the world's oldest and
largest supplier of these parts.
Direction - San Francisco

The highway to San Francisco
was just as idyllic, but there was no
warning of the difficulties that were
awaiting us. At a traffic light in the
town of Half Moon Bay, my MGB
started to act up. Was it a blown
piston or a disconnected spark plug?
Checking it out, the head gasket was
found to be at fault. We find Guido
Cordova, a Mexican mechanic working for the Main Street Service Station, who will perform the necessary
repairs, hopefully by Saturday.
It's with a bit of apprehension
that we return to pick up my car. As
a matter of fact, the garage had felt
the same way, fearing that it would
be difficult in getting the necessary
parts to fix the car a n d also doubted
in their expertise repairing British
cars. To our great surprise the work
performed had been well done and I
was able to rejoin my friends for the
il'lease turn to Pnye 22)
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Even 6 little car
makes a big
impression when
it drives through
one of the giant
redwood trees near
Sonoma in Norh-

em California.
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Happy Are Those
- Continued from Page 21
next leg of the trip towards Sonoma.
so mysterious.
We get to go through Sault
The road took us through the beauhful redwood forests with those giant
Salnt Marie before spend~ngthe
trees making our cars look like toys.
night in Petawawa with one final
stop planned in Ottawa. Hawksbur]
Direction British Columbia
signifies the end of our iourney, or
After crossing Northern Califorthis is where we must separate. After
nia, our MGs attacked the states of
35 days of travel, without any major
Oregon and Washington, thus mak~
personality difsnags and Q U little
ing our point of entry into Canada
ferences, all I can say is "What a trip
near Vancouver. In the past 23 days
of mostly sunshine, our cars were still this has been!"
running smoothly, but a major obstacle on the horizon was waiting for
Our MGBs traveled about 9,50C
us, the Canadian Rockies. With altimiles consuming around 275 impetudes roaching 11,900 feet, stops were
rial gallons of gas. We refueled 33
frequent to give a break to our cars
times and used about 5 quarts of oil
and giving us a chance to admire the per car. Having done the math, this
breathtaking scenery. Upon arrival at works out to a n average of 33 miles
Lake Louise we were disappointed to
per imperial gallon. This unforgetsee that the winter ice was still covertable experience is proof that, in spite
ing the clear blue waters of the lake,
of its age, the MGB remains a reliable,
We stayed overnight in Banff, and
comfortable and extraordinary car to
the following morning we woke to 6
drive!
inches of fresh snow piled on our cars.
Spedal thanks to my traveling
Luckily the roads were quickly plowed partners Guy and Denis, who helped
and we were on our way again headmake a dream come true. I would
ing to Regina.
also Iike to thank Nicole, my spouse,
who understood the importance
Direction Petawawcr
of such a trip and supported me
Crossing the Prairies was much
throughout this undertaking. I love
easier than anticipated. The scenery
YOU, Nicole! @
is quite nice and the drive was very
relaxing. After camping overnight in
Thunder Bay we now take on a 500Quebec, Canada
mile excursion around the northern
part of Lake Superior, This lake really
micheldesbiens@myaIlepage.ca
looks more like an ocean and seems
www.micheIdesbiens.qc.ca
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he 13th Annual ilntedional
h r t h American MGB Register
:muention Parsipparay, N.J.

I

>yR. ,G. Liddick

4AMGBR ~ubficity
Coordinator
a.nd Kim Tonry, MGB Driver Editor
' '

he MG Car Club Central New

1 lersey Centre sounded the alarm:

' I "The British Are Coming Again!"
\nd come they did, from across the
:ontinent, not intent on collecting
axes and denying representation as
n the 1770s, but on enjoying the felowship and driving of British cars.
This year's convention hosted
~ythe MG Car Club Central Jersey
Ientre was a smashing success. The
'estivities began on Wednesday, June
!3 and finished up with good-byeson
iunday. I'll provide some details for
hose of you that couldn't make it for
me reason or another.
Wednesday around lunchtime we
eft our home in Baltimore to drive to
'arsippany, New lessey. Driving up
n our 1979 MGB -which Kathy has
earned to pack like a piece of lug$age- was uneventful. Straight up
-95 to the Turnpike and, except for
;ome heavy traffic in places, the trip
as a piece of cake. Four hours and
110 miles later, we were pulling into
the Parsippany Hilton, the host hotel
For the convention. Once we arrived
~t the hotel we checked in and found
.he Registration Room. Since we had
3 good drive up, we decided to skip
:he Endurance Rally that evening
2nd just get something to eat at one
>fthe local diners.
Bob Chezem and the convention
zommittee members from the jersey
:lub did a n excellent job of picking
the hotel -good location and nice
~ccomrnodations.The parking lot
had a n area roped off for "MG Parklng Only" which served well for the
parking lot parties that sprang up.

The Pomippany klibn la?

The Parsippany Hilton 1s
set in a meandering office campus. It took some
getting used to know how
to get around the area.
And New Jerseytraffic
patterns are different, to
say the least. But after a
day or so, we were able
to get around the immediate area just fine.
For example: we found a
nearby ~iquorstore that
(appropriately!)stocked
Old Speckled Hen.
On Thursday, the
club had arranged for a
bus tour of Manhattan
or a bus and boat tour
of Manhattan. We opted
for the boat tour. The top
award for performance
driving of the whole event
should have gone to the
bus driver, who negotiated
the Lincoln Tunnel just
inches from the swarm
of box trucks delivering

fo HI up wih W

gdhering for MG 2004.

-

MG 2004 tourists b a t a Qrck,line boca cruise
leasetu turn t o ~ a g e z 6 )around Manhattan.
'
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Electrics" by Rob Manilla, "Rubber
to Chrome Bumper Conversion" by
Pete Cosmides, and "Performance
Enhancement" by Kelvin Dodd.
Also within the hotel were nicely
appointed rooms set up for top-quality vendors of MG-related items and
accessories.
The day wrapped up with a n
informal parking lot party that pleasantly went on well into the evening.
There were some Car Park Repair jobs
going on - notably the repair of Len
& Deb Fortin's bad exhaust valve
which went out on their way in from
Greely, Ontario. But with plenty of
assistance willingly offered, the head
was removed, the offending valve replaced and the car made whole again
to enjoy the rest of the weekend.
David Deutsch even got enough time
off working on everyone else's cars to
wash his own.
Friday was somewhat of a free
day. There was a tech session given
by Mike Cook, the final PR director of British Leyland's American

Clossic .lines: fie BrOdklyn Bridge, and a Circle lime Zboat on h e H u h River.

the material needs of Manhattan island and then threaded
our way through the teemin
streets of New York City to
Circle Line boat docks on t
Hudson.
We arrived at the boat
dock with some time to look'
around at sights like: the aircraft carrier Intrepid moored at
the next pier - complete with
a n oddly assorted collection of
examples of military aircraft
on its flight deck - and grab
some lunch from a hot dog
vendor. The boat tour itself
was a beautiful one. The guide
knew a lot of little facts about
New York that made it very
enjoyable for the passengers.
The tour was three hours and
circumnavigated the island of
Manhattan.
For those not interested in
the tours, tech sessions back at
the hotel were given on "MG

~urpOStin Leonia, New lersey. Pete
Cosmides, Rob Manilla and Kelvin
Dodd did repeat performances of their
Thursday rech sessions. The vendors
opened up again, self-drive tours were
available and a rallye to Lewis Morris
Park was held. This was the site of
the valve cover racing, along with
the MG Olympics, a funkhana, Aunt
Sally (an English Pub game involving
the skill of knocking a doll head off
a post with the throw of a baton-like
stick) and then the picnic.
Friday evening brought not only
the picnic, but also the rain, and as
they say on TV, it was heavy at time:
The ride to the park was interrupted
with a brief interlude to raise the top
The event participants queued up in
the bread line for chicken, corn and
other goodies, all the while dodging
the rain. Fortuitous foresight was in
evidence in the form of a large rented
tent which provided sheltered dinner
seating in addition to the park shelter
where the food was served up.
(Please turn to Page 28)

'
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Fortunately, the valve cover races
in the park came off without a hitch
before tho weather moved in, and
then low relented enough that the
MG Olympics and "Aunt Sally" were
still able to take glace.
The showers pamed and it was
back to the hotel for the first official
parking lot party. The party got off to
a good s t a t with the DJ playing hits
from the British Invasion period. The
beer was flowing, people were having
a good time atld then the bloody rain
stated again The car park still filled
later in the evening far the traditional
parking lot festivities, although a
steadily increasing rain forced a variety of pop-ups, canopies, umbrellas,
etc. to be emp10ya-3to keep the falling
mia out of the beers.
Some diehards, namely the MGs
of Baltimore and the Emerald Necklace MG Club, set up easy-up tents
that worked for a while, but it aot to
be too much and the r>artvmoved
inside. The Dl,pr~tec&dby a gazebo,
played on. I understand the Spurious
V-8 MG Car Club partied into the
night, but it seemed that most people
just calkd it a night.

I
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iplecwe turn to page , ~ l f
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Saturdav was the car

Gather turned iust fine.

bire were about 300 cars
? the field. There were
uite a few vendors there
iat were not at the hotel,
llling both new and used
lrts. Food and drink were
railable for purchase. The
Fmosphere was relaxed
nd everyone seemed to
lioy the day.

I

The late h b Chezem was
the driving force behind
ffi 2004. At r i ht, his
wife, Hebn, an! children
Kim, %xy and David.

L

d of 600
show
:s were
ven out by M G Car Club Central
ssey Centre Vice President, Butch
'Connor. The town mayor said a
w words of thanks for holding the
bnvention there.
Every winning car and its owners
are a story unto themselves, but it
should be noted that Paul and Kathleen Hanley of Worton, Maryland,
Took top honors in the Concours judg5ng for their beautiful Iris Blue 1964
MGB - for the second consecutive
year! This despite the addition of over
10,000 miles in the past year. Mus
they were voted Best of Show by their
admiring peers on the show field.
Truly a notable accomplishment.
But the most touching presentation was that of the President's
Award. The President of the MG
Car Club Central New JerseyCentre
who made all this happen was Bob
Ehezem. Bob was the spark plug

in bidding for the Convention, and
once that bid was won, planning and
making it a reality. Bob unexpectedly
passed away in December 2003. His
fellow club members and Bob's family
never faltered in continuing to make
Bob's dream take place.
Bob's wife, Helen, son David and
dauahters Stacv and Kim made the
peGntation oi the presidenits Award
on Bob's behalf after proudly sharing
stories about their husband and father and his dedication to his beloved
MGs. The award went to Larry and
Barb Henle of Marshall, Minnesota,
who overcame medical difficulties to
continue their record of having attended every NAMGBR convention.
Chairman David Deutsch spoke
about the North American MGB
Register, and presented the Thornley
Award to Rick Ingram for his service
to the organization and his unfailing
dedication to the MG marque. Rick
was so stunned by having this award
bestowed on him it appeared that he
was moved to tears.

This was followed by a presentation on MG 2005 by John Taylor,
president of the MG Car Club Northwest Centre, whish will host next
year's 14th Annual NAMGBR Convention in Olympia, Washington, horn
July 6 to 10,2005.
Special recognition w ~ given
s
to
those that have attended all 13 conventions. The Deagans, Fortins, Goebberts, Henles, hgrams, Peerys and
Wyckoffs were feted and Rick Ingram
announced a tontine among these
dedicated MG devotees -a bottle of
champagne has been put away to
be shared by the Last two couples to
maintain their perfect attendance.
The banauet ended and it was
time to head b a a to the hotel. One of
the members of my group was low on
fuel, and so he said to stop somewhere
on the way back for gas. This was
easier said than done. If you have ever
driven in New Jersey you will know
that some rocket scientist of a highway engineer came up with this bright
safety idea that a11 left hand turns are
to be made from the right lane using
"jug handles." Also, it is against the
law to pump your own gas, full service is the rule. Well imagine the gas
station attendant's surprise when a
group of Maryland-plated MGs pulled
in and we all started pumping our
own gas.
MGB DRlV€R-l~ly/Aug~st
2004
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Rick and J m Imgrmaezg4 Thornley Award hD4uid kukch, M,
Back a t the hotel another unofficial parking lot party was under way.
No DI this time, but it didn't matter.
Tires were kicked, hoods were popped
and the beer was cold. The party continued until who knows when, since I
faded by 11:30.
Sunday was time for a reality
check and the drive back home. After
saying some goodbyes we hit the road
until next year's convention, which
I am looking forward to. I drove
through Olympia when I attended MG
'99, and the area is beautiful. It wiIl
be nice to spend some time there and
not just pass through. @

I

MG 2004- Parsippany, N e w Jersey
Rick Ingrain, Concours Coordinator

en fine examples of the MG
marque lined up in left field of
the Little League baseball diamond of appropriately named Lewis
Morris Park on Saturday, June 27.
(We were lucky that no Little League
games had been scheduled for Saturdav afternoon, as the uossibilitv of
a broken windscreen dr dented Iront
wing would have been extremely
high!) This gathering of Concours
MGs would be the 13th of its kind
during a NAMGBR annual convention.
I was pleased that I had to do
absolutely no "arm twisting" to get
participants this year (although severa1 Concours-eligible MGs remained
in the Popular Vote display).

r
j

ca, Steve Sharpe, Ray Easterby, John
Kosztyo, Kim Chezem, Joe Bevilacqua,
David Krebs, Jeff Rutt, and Paul Hanley all offered up their MGBs to the
eyes of the judges and their peers.
Ray and John were each original
owners of their MGBs; Paul, Jeff, and
Kim had participated in NAMGBR
Concours competition at earlier meets
(Kim had prepared the MGB of her
late father, Bob Chezem, for the show
this vear. I know that this must have
bee; a very hard task to do and 1
thank her and her family for following through with Bob's dreams and
desires.)
I was equally pleased that I had
a great group of volunteer judges this
year who very enthusiastically spent
over three hours scrutinizing seven
MGB Tourers and three MGB GTs. i ne
judges this year were again divided
into three teams of two judges, each

C
Judges Edch O'Connor and David Collier admire and evaluate the Iris lire 1964
MGB of Pad a.nd Kcrthleen Monley, the Top Points Concours cgr pf NK; m04.The car
also won h e popular vote "Best of Shcwu" honors.

Jeff Rutt's Tundra 1975 MGB is scrutinized by Carl French [left, with hat) ond George
Carrasquillo, two of the six volunteers who undertook the grueling job of scoring the
details of 10 cars entered in the Concours class of this year's MG 2004 car show.

areas on each MGB on the show field. Point MG." Paul Hanley of Worton,
Maryland, won the honor of having
Thanks again go out to these indithe "Top Point MG" on the show field
viduals: George Carrasquillo, David
for the second year in a row with his
Collier, Carl French, Pete Mantell,
1964 Iris Blue MGB Tourer.
Butch O'Connor, and Nick Pappas
(NAMGBR's vice chairman).
"Awards of Excellence" were
Each judge took his task with =resented
to Ken Deegan, Robert
sincerity and gave equal inspection
DeMendonca, Steve Sharpe, Ray
to all cars on display. This was not a n Easterby, John Kosztyo, Kim ~ h e z e 4
loe Bevilacqua, David Krebs, and Jeff
easy task, but each judge remarked
that he was having a lot of fun durRutt. Each participant also received a
special dash plaque designating his
ing the judging.
or her MG as a Concours participant.
The MGs were judged on originality (SO*?of point total) and condiCongratulations to all of the
participants and my thanks to the
tion (50%of point total). A technical inspection of each car was also
volunteer judges! @
conducted, which included operation
of the lights, horn, windscreen wipers,
reversing lamps (where appropriate), and a start-up and idling of the
engine.
When the dust settled in the
outfield, we hod nine winners of
"Awards of Excellence" and one "Top

Turn the page for
pho~osof all 10 Concoun
class cars in MG 2004.

Contours Class

Kay tasterby's 1972 k

Joe 6evikzcqwafs 1967 MGB

Paul Hanley's iris ;Blue 1964 Mk -, top paints in MG 2004 Cowours

I

hen Deegan's 1979 MGB

Steve Sharpers 1972 MGB GT

Oawd KI-ebsl 1967 MGB GT
The 1974 MGB of the
late Bob Chezem,
president o# the MG
Car Club, Central
Jersey Centre, w a s
show;^ in
by his daughter Kim.

on-cows

Bob, who w a s the
-

-

--

Robert DeMondoncals 1980 MGB
MGB D R I V E R - J u l y l A ~ g ~2004
~t

organizing force
behind MG 2004.
passed away
in December.

MG 2004 Winners - Continued from Page 39
Class 12
1961-74 Midget
Chrome Bumper
1 - Bill & Vanessa

~

j

Duckworth
NorthEast, MI[)
1971 Midget
2 - Ralph Brown
Wanaque, NJ
1969 Midget
3 -Joe & Kari Puma
Kenrnore, NY
1973 Midget

Class 13
1975-79 Midget
Rubber Bum er

1

- Candice & EBdie

Cole
Walton, KY
1976 Midget
2 -John & Deb Leible
Lockport, NY
1979 Midget
3 - Steve Slowik
Huntington Station, NY
1975 Midget

Class 14
68-69 MG1100-1300
Sedan
No entries

Class 15
MGA 1500, 1600
8( Twin Cam
1 -John Rubel
Brooklyn, NY
1960 M G A
2 - Rick Brown
Brooksville, FL
1960 M G A
3 - Alain & Patricia
LaCourte
Boonton, N J
1959 M G A

40

Class 16
MGT & Prewar

Longest Distance Driven
Bob Krenkel
Plano, Texas

1 - Helen Chezem
Denville, NJ
1953 MGTD
2 Ken & Sharon
Olszenski
Fallston, M D
1951 MGTD
3 - Roger Bagley
Edison, NJ
1951 MGTD

MG Olympics
The Chezem Family
Denville, NJ

-

Funkhana
Results not available
Valve Cover Races
Results nof available

Class 17
MGC
1 - Dominic & Lois lzzi
Esmond, RI
1969 MGC
2 Ed & Luanne Madak
Columbia Station, OH
1969 MGC
3 - Rick &Jean lngram
St. Joseph, I L
1969 MGC

-

class 18
Other British
1 - Gary Panarotto
Warwick, N J
1959 Morris Minor
2 -Jim Dickson
N e w Milford, NJ
1961 Morgan 4/4
3 - David Chezem
Deptford, NJ
1976 Reliont Robin

Aunt Sally
Results not available

MG Craft/Diorama

1

- D Zimmerman

Kent, O H
Needlepoint picture
of M G Midget
2 - Kay Collier
Basking Ridge, NJ
Concrete Octagon
stepping sfone
3 - Forrest Collier
Basking Ridge, NJ
Picture of MGB GT
painted on glass
Club Participation
Emerald Necklace
M G Register, Ohio

Class 19
Concours Most Points
Paul & Kathleen Hanley
Worton, M D
1964 MGB Roadster

Bob Chezem
President's Award
Larry and Barb Henle
Marshall, MN
Thornley Spirit Award
Rick lngram
St. Joseph, IL

Class 20
Best In Show
Paul & Kathleen Hanley
Worton, M D
1964 MGB Roadst.er
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COOLING SYSTEM OVERFLOW
TANKS AND EXPANSION TANKS
by Les Bengbon
he topic of using a n "overflow"
tank seems to be one whlch has
generated much discussion, especially in the summer months. Thus, it
might be a good idea to discuss what
these tanks do a n d how to use them.
First, the term "overflow tankr'
seems to be used in two different
meanings, ones that are very dissimilar. There are two different types of
tanks which are used: the true overflow tank and the expansion tank,
which was used on the MGC a n d late
model MGB automobiles.
The true overflow tank is a n
add-on item used with a conventional
cooling system. The conventional
cooling system uses a radiator, which
has a n attached filler neck with pressure cap. The system is filled though
the filler neck on the radiator and
should be filled to about 1" below the
bottom of the filler neck.
If the system is filled a n y higher,
it will be overfull a n d the excess coola n t will be vented from the system.
This happens when the heat builds
up within the coolant it expands,
increusing the system pressure above
the holding capability of the pressure
cap (listed on the cap in pounds per
square inch or PSI), causing the excess coolant to be vented out through
the overflow vent, which is exposed
when the cap sealing plate is forced
upwards.
The excess coolant is then vented
to either the atmosphere or into a n
overflow tank, which functions as a
catchment basin. The overflow tank is
under atmospheric pressure while the
cooling system is under atmospheric
pressure plus the pressure generated
by the heat expansion of the cooling medium. As the cooling system
begins to cool down, the internal
system pressure drops until it allows
-

the pressure cap spring to overcome
the system pressure a n d the cap then
forms a seal again on the bottom of
the filler neck. This takes place when
the internal system pressure drops to
lower than the rated pressure of the
radiator pressure cap.
Thus, the cooling system pressure
will always be above the atmospheric
pressure of the overflow tank until the
pressure cap again seals and the entire system js completely cool. At that
time, both the cooling system and the
overflow tank will be at atmospheric
pressure.
As can be eusily seen, the flow of
excess cooling can be in one direction
only - out of the cooling system and
into the overflow tank. The coolant
in the overflow tank cannot flow
back into the cooling system, because
a liquid cannot flow from u lower
pressure to a higher pressure. Thus,
a n overflow tank serves strictly as a
catchment basin, not a s some form of
extra coolant reservoir.
The expansion tank was used on
the MGC and the later MGRs having
a sealed radiator system. A seuled
radiator system is one which has no
filler neck and is filled from some
remote source, most frequently some
form of opening on the thermostat
housing.
To handle the coolant expansion,
a remotely located expansion tank
is fitted, along with a pressure cap
to vent any excess pressure build up.
Thus, the radiator and engine are full
of coolant and the expansion tank is
about half full of coolant. The empty
portion of the tank functions in the
same manner that the empty space in
a conventional radiator's header tank
functions - it allows the air inside to
he compressed to allow the expanded
coolant to have a place to be.
With this form of system, as the
system pressure is increased, excess
coolant is forced out the radiator vent
a n d into the expansion tank. As sys-

tern pressure drops, cooling is drawn
from the expansion tank and into the
radiator and engine.
With this understanding, we can
see that the addition of a n overflow
tank serves only one purpose - to
catch overflow a n d keep it from being
deposited on the ground. The fitment
of a n expansion tank to a conventional radiator will accomplish little.
The MGB expansion tank is equipped
with a 15 psi pressure cap, while the
average conventional radiator uses a
7 psi radiator cap. Thus, when the 7
psi pressure cap unseals, the excess
coolant will flow into the expansion

SHOCK A B s 0 R B E R s : ~ r o n t

Rear
MGTC........................................
165.00 165.00
MGTD B TF.....................
.
.
....165,OO 60185
MGA............................. ........ . 6 9.95 49.95
MGB, MGC, Midget................... 69.95 49.95
HEAVY DUTY UPGRADE.......... 10.00 10.00
SHOCK LINK (New or Rebuilt).......... $call

BRAKES : sleeved and rebuilt

MGB. Midget caliper ..................................
$75.00
MGA,MGC caliper................................. $125.00
....$365.00
MGA. Midget twin master'^-.....$125.00
MGB. Midget master 1961
MGC brake master..........
....$175.00
.... $375.00
MGC booster servo.........
Brake & Clulch cylinders brass sleeved..... $40-60
Kingpin swivel axle rebushed................... $40-$80
Front end a-arm (Midget)............................ 5'5.00

CARBURET0RS:COMPLETEREBUILDING
Disassembly. cleaning, bodies rebushed, new
fhroltleshafts,jels, needles.lloat valves. gaskefs.
Flow bench lested.. .......................... .$345.00/pair
CARB BODIES REBUSHED;
and new throttle shahs............. $55.00 each
Prices shown sre for Exchafige or Yours Rebuilt .
Core charges apply if items are ordered prior tc
[and are refunded after) our receiving your old unit.
S/H $4.00-58.00 per item. FREE CATALOG.
w.applehydraulics. corn

APPLE HYDRAULICS
1610 Middle Road, Calverton, NY 11933

631-369-9515, FAX: 631-369-9516

Toll Free 800-882-7753
Visa. Mastercard. COD. Free Catalcg

(Please turn to Page 42)
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tank, which will not, due to its 15
psi pressure cap, relieve the system
pressure, but will allow the system
pressure to build up to 15 psi before
system pressure is relieved.
Thus, it puts a n additional strain
on the radiator, one the radiator was
not designed to handle. Under these
conditions, coolant will flow back into
the radiator and engine us long as the
totul system pressure is less than the
pressure rating of the pressure cup. At
that point, the coolant flow will stop,
making the expansion tank a closed
system. This system will have no way
to vent its pressure, about that of the
radiator pressure cap rating, until
the expansion tank pressure cap is
removed. This can cause some problems with the expansion tank.
The expansion tanks are made
out of formed copper sheeting which
has been soldered together to form
the expansion tank. Copper has a
property called "work hardening"
which means that as it expands and
contracts, the copper gets harder.
When it gets harder, it becomes
brittle. Thus, it is no longer capable of
expanding and contracting without
small cracks forming in the surface.
If these cracks are above the
coolant Level, you will only see small
lines form in the painted surface. If
the cracks are below the coolant level,
you will see lines of coolant being
forced to the outside of the tank. At
this point, the cracks can be sealed
by cleaning the area and flowing soft
solder into the cracks to seal them.
But, this is only a temporary measure
a n d the cracks will begin to enlarge
a n d the solder seal will be breached.
At this point, the tank would have to
be replaced, using a good used tank.
New tanks are no longer available.
How To Install An Overflow Tank
An overflow tank is installed by
tinding a place to bolt or screw it to
the inner fender of the car. The radi(Pleuse lurn to Page 44)
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- Continued from Page 4 3

ator overflow vent hose is then routed
to the overflow tank a n d inserted into
it. You will still need to keep a n eye
on the coolant level in the rudiator
and keep it topped up to 1" below the
bottom of the filler neck.
How To Install An Expansion Tank
The expansion tank is installed
exactly a s the overflow tank is, but
should be located about the level of
the radiator header tank. The radiator
pressure cap is replaced with a blanking cap a s used on the MGC, and
the expansion tank should have the
proper pressure cap for your system
used on it.
The overflow line from the radiator filler neck is routed to the expansion tank. Hose clamps need to be
used on this line, a s it now becomes a
pressure carrying line rather t h a n a n
overflow line. The overflow line is the
one on the filler neck of the expansion tank, a n d it has a hose attached

to it that vents to the atmosphere just
us the conventional rudiator overflow
hose does.
The radiator is filled to the bottom of the filler neck and the expansion tank is filled about one-half full.
The use of this system will add about
one pint of coolant to the system, a n
insignificant amount.
Conclusion
The use of a n overflow tank is
done for environmental reasons. It
prevents a slightly overfilled radiator
system from venting onto the ground.
The use of a n expansion tank, with
a conventional radiator, adds a very
small amount of additional coolant
to the system. If this small amount
of additional coolant is sufficient to
correct a n overheating engine, there
is some other form of cooling system
problem, which should be addressed.
O Copyright Les Bengtson 2003

Used with Permission @

North American MGB Register

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Noon-5 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 23, 2004
Red Lion Hotel Olympia 2300 Evergreen Park Dr., Olympia, WA 98502
(360) 943-4000 olympiosales@redlion.rom www.redlion.com
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by Bob Mason
NAMGBRTechnical Coordinator
This month we address inquiries from
Louisiana and South
. . Dakota, and offer a
few tech tips and observations.

Dear Mr. Mason: I seek your advice
again. My 1977 MGB carburetor seems to
swallow the damper oil much fuster that
1 can remember. I have not measured the
amount, but I drive the car about 200
miles a month. When checking the level
o f the oil, it seems to be much below what
the instructions say and I have to add a
few more squirts to fill the carburetor to
the level required.
I had a hesitation o f the engine at
speed and decided to overhaul the carburetor with a kit from Victoria British. It
runs fine now, but I am concerned about
driving on a long trip i f all the damper oil
disappears. My question is what should I
do about correcting this? I do not believe
oil should disappear this quickly. Is there
cheaper oil I can use than what I buy
from Victoria British?
I f a new carburetor may be required,
I am looking at the S. U.H1F4 4 replacement. Kind o f expensive, but I want
reliability. Any thoughts about this curb
and its K&N air filter? It would open up
the engine compartment and look much
better than the present arrangement.
I bought an air shock kit on eBay for
$69 and replaced everything in the rear
end with an Energy Suspension kit from
VB. You can't believe how it improved the
handling and ride. I may do the front end
i f I can find something at a reasonable
cost.
One o f the best things I did last year
was to install a Datsun 5-speed transmission in place o f the original 4-speed. Now
I can cruise at 70 nzph at 2800 rpm-a
much quieter arrangement. For passing,
I just floor it and shift down to fourth. I
wish I had cruise control and may install
one someday.
Safety Fust!
Henry Bourgeois
Abita Springs, Louisiana
MGB DRIVER-July/August 2004

Dear Henry: First, thanks for the
stamped envelope! The oil loss from
the piston damper reservoir on this
carburetor is not a n uncommon probI,,
but it can be fixed. ~ l s rememo
ber that the factory-recommended oil
for this unit is a st;aight weight SAE
20 oil, which is sometimes hard to
find these days. But even a straight
weight SAE 30 is better t h a n what the
book calls for, the SAE 20W-50, which
is better than no oil a t all.
The Haynes Workshop Manual
does not show it, but there is a regular
rubber "0" ring a t the bottom of the
reservoir with a size of 114-inch inner
diameter by 318-inch outer diameter.
To replace this O-ring, remove the
top of the carburetor a n d remove the
piston. Then remove the carburetor
needle using the factory-adjusting
tool us shown in the manual. From
the bottom of the piston, insert a bolt
(3 to 4 inches long) and tap the bolt
until the retainer (like a star washer),
the O-ring, a n d the udjusting screw
fall out. To complete the repair, just
reinsert the adjusting screw, the new
O-ring, and the retainer. Then push
down on the retainer until it clicks
into position a n d the repair is completed. Now replace the needle, adjust
with the factory-adjusting tool, a n d
put it all back together.
Whether making this repair
before or after your long trip will not
affect the engine as long as you keep
the reservoir topped up, as the oil
is just used to keep the piston from
rising too quickly on acceleration.
Remember that if you cannot find the
carburetor factory recommended SAE
20W oil, you can almost always find
the straight weight SAE 30W oil.
The HIF44 carburetor is a n excellent replacement unit, one that I like
far better t h a n the Weber unit. There
is nothing wrong with the ZS unit except for a malfunctioning automatic
choke that can easily be bypassed
(plec~seturn to Page 46)
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Technical Talk - Continued from Page
with a manual choke conversion kit.
The Weber conversion requires a
different type of exhaust manifold1
pipe unit. With the ZS or the HIF44
you are still faced with the strangled
type of exhaust manifold that reduces
the performance of the engine. This is
why the Weber carburetor and different exhaust makes such a n improvement in performance compared to
the original. The K&N air filter is a
superb unit, but a bit pricey. It's probably better t h a n what can be fitted to
the other conversions. In my opinion,
the best way to go is back to a twin
S.U. set-up and the corresponding
1974'/2-and-earlier exhaust system.
You can acquire a KsTN set-up for that
conversion to miss the brake booster.
Sounds like you are doing well
with the shock absorber a n d transmission conversions. I hope that the
above will help on your carburetor
oil loss problem. Remember to top up
the carb damper oil just to the top of
the piston-any excess will not hurt
anything though.
Hi Bob: I own a 1966 MGB with
100,000 miles. I have had it one and a
halfyears and have put on about 14,000
miles. I have had a problem with it running hot ever since I bought it. I have had
the radiator flow-tested and the guy at
the radiator shop says there would be no
use rodding out the radiator or buying a
new one, as this one flows plenty o f water.
1 have tried a radiator shroud and I have
tried an electric fan, none o f which has
helped at all. 1 have also tried retarding
the timing, all to no avail.
The harder the engine is pulling,
the hotter it will get. It's reaily bad in
the mountains-230 degrees on several occasions. I never have a problem
around town or just idling around. I run
o 180-degree thermostat and I have tried
running with no thermostat, but there
was no difference.
Do you have any ideas at all? 1 am
afraid to take it on vacation next year

as one o f these times I am afraid it will
do some major damage. 1 had to have
some exhaust valves, guides, and seats
replaced and I'm sure it was due to the
heat. 1 would appreciate any thoughts
you might have.
Thank you,
Terry Stoltz
Alexandria, South Dakota
Dear Terry: Thanks for the
stamped envelope. Your 180-degree
thermostat is all right, assuming that
it is opening completely. I have a 1967
BGT, which in our warmer summer
temperatures will run between 185190 degrees most of the time and will
climb to near the 200-degree mark
when cruising a t highway speeds.
This is well within the normal limits
remembering that the faster you
drive, the higher the coolant temperature will be. When you shut the
engine down a n d you do not hear the
coolant boiling in the radiator, you
are NOT overheating and I would
doubt that the higher engine temperatures would cause valve problems, but retarded timing can cause
problems.
You general engine timing with
the original distributor should be
about 20 degrees BTDC with the
engine idling a t 1000 RPM, set with a
strobe light or about 7 degrees BTDC
static with the engine off. A general
ratio of 50150 water and coolant
should be sufficient for your area,
remembering that the more antifreeze you install, the warmer the
engine will run. Running your engine
without a thermostat WILL cause the
engine to run warmer, as the thermostat acts to slow the flow of the coolant through the radiator, allowing
the radiator time to cool the coolant.
If you wish to run without a thermostat, you must install a "blanking
sleeve" (as did the factory) which is
still available from Moss Motors.
Is your cooling fan installed the
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correct way? The metal fan blades
should have their mounting base
installed toward the radiator. One
way to check your indication on the
gauge with the actual temperature is
to make sure there is coolant a t the
tiller neck, insert a thermometer and
compare that reading against what
the gauge says.
The radiator coolant will usually
be about 10 degrees cooler than the
gauge indication. Some early replacement water pumps had a phenolic (a
type of plastic) impeller blade, which
if overheated would collapse and not
pump coolant with no external evidence of a problem. However, I doubt
that is your problem.
Your car came with about 4 PSI
radiator cap which would raise the
boiling temperature by about 10
degrees (about 2.5 PSI per pound of
pressure). Make sure that your radiator cap is in good condition-it may
be leaking even though it LOOKS
good. Going to a 7 lb. or 10 Ib. cap
will increase the boiling temperature
- the later cars even came with about
a 13 lb. cap a n d they were designed to
operate in the 190-200 degree range.
You say that around town or
idling around is runs in the normal range. A higher temperature
in the mountains can be expected
and people often have to slow down
or let things cool off. You might be
surprised at the number of later cars
of any type that will have coolant
overheating when climbing those
higher mountains farther west. To
me, everything sounds pretty good.
You may just want to stay away from
the higher mountains in the summer.

MGB Rocker Shaft Arms
Murphy's Law: MGB rocker shaft
arms, and probably numerous other
British cars, have a n inner bronze
bushing that is oil fed through the
rocker shaft. The rocker a r m normally has two factory inner drillings,
a n external hole that squirts oil to
the tip that pushes on the vulve stem,
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and a n inner drilling that extends the
adjusting screw that lubricates the top
of the pushrod. Early adjusting screws
were hollow with a side hole that fed
directly to the pushrod. Later types of
adjusting screws were solid, but the
inner drilling still fed oil to the course
threads of the adjusting screw and
lubricating the top of the pushrod.
A recent inspection of a number of rocker shafts revealed that
a number of rocker shafts did NOT
have the inner drilling through to the
adjusting screw. While this had no
effect on the oiling of the rocker shaft
bushing itself, no oil could flow to the
adjusting screw for the lubrication of
the pushrod resulting in excess wear
at that point. This lack of inner oil
passage to the adjusting screw was
simply a factory oversight and should
not have been allowed to be installed
on a n engine.
The next time you remove the
rocker shaft assembly from the engine, it is a n easy matter to disassemble the unit a n d inspect the rocker
arms for those TWO inner drillings,
during which you can also measure
the bushings for wear a s shown in the
Haynes Workshop Manual. As Murphy once said-if it is possible for a
defective part to be installed, it CAN
be installed.
Headlight Bulb Replacement
Most of our older British cars use
the old standard 7-inch sealed beam
headlamp bulbs. Years ago, those
bulbs were often replaced with a
regular halogen bulb which provided
a whiter and longer beamed illurnination.
Now, modern technology has
come to the fore with the new NAPA
Auto Parts Xenon Brite Lite advanced
halogen bulb which provides even
more focused illumination of the
road. These can be found with NAPA
part number H6024BL. This new bulb
is a direct replacement for the earlier
type and costs little more t h a n the
previous type of halogen bulb. 8

Book Review
Haynes Great Cars MGB MGC & MGB GT V8
by David Knowles
ISBN 1 85960 958 9
160 pages
$29.95
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tion of Britain's Best-loved Sports Car
takes its place proudly among books
about other worthy British legends
like the AC Cobra, the Austin Healey,
the Jaguar E-Type a n d the Triumph
TR series.
The author is renowned MG
author, enthusiast, marque historian
and MGB Driver contributor, David
Knowles. It is u retelling of a familiar story, from the MGB's beginnings shortly after the revolutionary
introduction of the MGA, through
the tumultuous years of the '60s a n d
'70s a n d on to the apparent death of
the marque a n d its beloved Abingdon
home a n d on to the rebirth in the
'90s with the RV8.
It's a tribute to Mr. Knowles'
talent as a writer that he can retell a
familiar story such as this in a new,
unique a n d once again, totally engaging way. Much material is familiar from previous books like his MGB
a n d MG: the Untold Story. But there
is still much that is newly revealed.
The visual appeal a n d graphics are
superbly done with a clean contemporary look. And there is a wealth of
interesting sidebars on details of MGB
history on side topics like the MGB
in the BMC Competitions program,
the MGB in toys and models like the
Dinky, Corgi die casts and the Airfix
kit that's still available 24 years after
MGB DRIVER-Iuly/August 2004
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the demise of the car, and more.
I really enjoy the reproductions of
a considerable number of the ads that
sold the MGB. This book offers many
great memories like seeing the first
MGB/GT ad I ever remember (I seem
to recall first seeing it in late 1965,
but it is included in the 1966 section
- I'm afraid I have to trust David's
research more than the memories
based on the enthusiasm of a carmad 9-year-old) of a n MGBIGT on a
flat bridge with a young lady posed
seductively on top of the car. I've long
since lost the copy of that ad I pasted
In a scrapbook at the time
with the
young lady deftly scissored off (A 9year-old doesn't want tarts distract~ng
his pure automotive fancies.)
It's great to see the complete a d in
color again after all these years. Then
there are the sensational late period
ads with the parachuting MGB and
the promotional MGB-gondola'd balloon. Another fond memory is triggered by the ad with the couple in the
MG logo'd T-shirts with blue sleeves.
A small type line at the bottom of the
ad offers the shirts for sale a t $6.25
by mail from British Leyland, Leonia, New Jersey. I still have the one I
mailed off for a t that time (Shame it's
shrunk to the point 1 can't wear it.)
-

(Please turn to Page 50)
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Book Review - Continued from Page 49
in chapters by year. lt offers one
of the better tracings of the year-toyear evolution of the cur. It's a n ideal
complement to Anders Clausager's
book, Original MGB. The 'Originak'
book provides a great year-by-year
recounting of the specifications of the
car, while Mr. Knowles' book provides
a strong jrnpression of the evolution
of the car, of its marketing and of the
market, social a n d legislative forces
that drove that evolution over the turbulent changes of the '60sand '70s.
And beyond.

Also covered is the resurrection
of the body tooling and return to production of complete body shells and
the subsequent reappearance of the
MG name on sports cars in the '90s.
The verdict? If you're into MGs,
you want this book. It's a well integrated story of the evolution of a
remarkable car. Well told in terms of
the environment from which the MGB
sprung, how it came to be designed,
built, marketed a n d ultimately be still
enjoyed today a s Britain's best-loved
sports car. @

---
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The Marque of Friiendshi
1929-1936
North American MMM Register
Box 727 St Helena, CA 94574
707 / 963-2313

MGB Re istrar and
1967 M ~ GT
B Special Regirfmr
Marcham Rhoade
P.O. Box 8645. Goletu. CA 93117
(805) 683-2906
kensca@earthlink.net

NAMBGR

MGB limited Edition Registrar
Ron Tugwell
3 De Amaral Road. P Cl 60x 2406
Carrnel Vallev, CA 93924
(831) 659 2449
tuywell@lx.netcomcorn

Midget Registrar
D Zimmermun
811 S. DePeyster St., Kent, OH 44240
(330) 678-9394
enmyr@sssnet.com

MG 1100/1300 Registrar

1974'/2 MGB Registrar
Steve Hardin y
1913D Darby Rd.. Havertown, PA 19083
(610) 446-2073
mybgtl@hotmuil.com

100,000 Mile Registrar
Jal Deaqan
11825 Columb~aHighway
Eaton Rupids, MI 48827
JDcayun@aolcorn

MGB V8 Registrar
Dan Masters
P.O. Box 6430. Maryville. TN 37802
(865)982-9373
DANhIAS@aol.com

Original Owner Registrar
Petei Cosrnldes
219 Pleasant Valley Ave.
,Cloorestown N J 08057
(856) 778 3695
TUNDRAMGR@holmail.com

Pull Handle MGB Registrar
Bill Burge
930 K. 350 E., Angola, IN 46703
(260) 665-6476
brgrngb@aol.com

Scott Will~ams

501 N E Emmett St Tr~peku,K S 66616
(785) 234 8101
mgllOO@oldertech corn

Hammer & Tongs Registrar
l'h~lSrn~th
1806 Hazard S t , Houston, I X 77019
ph~lllpsm~th@bcm
5mc edu

1935-1955 Pre-War T-Series Y Type
The New England MG 'TI Register
PO Box 1957 Cary, NC 27512
704 / 544-1253

1956-1962 MGA ZA ZB
The North American MGA Register
7522 S.E. 152nd Portland, OR 97236
namgar_reg~strar@msn.com

1963-1980 MGB Midget ~1100/1300
The North American MGB Register
PO Box 3203 Kent, OH 44240
800 / NAMGBR-1

1968-1969 MGC
American MGC Register
The rallye begins at MG 2004.
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2809 Copter Rd. Pensacola, FL 32514
850 / 478-2171
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Our Valued Supporters
SPRITE/h.IlI)(;ET & 3 IGB

Advertise YOUR business
in the M GB Driver
for less than $1 0 a month.

5-Speed Tritnsmi\sion Con\-er(;ion Kits

SPRITE/JIIDGET 1,imited Slips
Rivcrsate Restoration PI-oducrs
233-A Industrial Park Dl-i\.e
Soddy-Daisy. T N 37-379
423-332-2030
~~~nn..rivsrgatc.;;-atspeed.com

Call us a t
(757)484-5611
to find out how!

Bob Connell

Servrce for the
MG Motor Car

Owner

GENUINE

JOE CURTO INC.
Specializing in S.U &
Zenith-Strornberg Carburetors
Brittsh Car Parts and Repair
22-09 126th St.
College Point, NY 1 7 356
SPARES

Connell's MG Service Ltd.
6667 East 38th Street Indianapolis, IN 46226
317.545.6108 Fax 31 7.475.0544
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FAX: 718-762-6267
www.~oec.rt..c..:
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Our anwers are bztsed upon a quarter cent1
experic!nce. Please 1call for wheel related par
~nforrna~lon
ana advice.

MG COSAS
PARTS BUY SELL TRADE

JIM & ESTHER UDKLER
OWNERS

71 8-762-SUSU

24027 CROSSLAND
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78264
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sales@brit\shwirewheeicorn
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(609)
399-2824
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Christopher's Foreign Cars, Inc.
"We Serv ice & Rt:pair /ti1 Foreign Cars"
PARSS AVAIIABLE
ALEX E RUTHIE YOSS

206.77 1.3077 pClove
296.72 1.3053 fax
SY8.380.9277tcll free
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PRESIDENT
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Sell

Seek

Swap!

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register
Ads in this sectjon are FREE to individual MGB Register members in good
standing -please, no business or commercial ads. Send ad copy with name,
address, phone number a n d membership number to 4904 Puffer Road, Downer's Grove, IL 60515. Ads only accepted in writing. Business or other ads by
arrangement with Michael Pentecost, Advertising Coordinator (see inside front
cover.) Ads will be run for two (2) issues, space allowing. The Register retains
the right to refuse a n y a d it deems unacceptable. The originating state is shown
at the end of each ad.

CARS FOR SALE
1974 MGB - Chrome bumper, wire wheels. Excellent paint a n d interior. Two
tops and one hardtop. Color Bracken. Garaged a n d driven since 1993. 81K
miles. Asking $5100. (941) 749-1324 FL
1973 MGB Roadster - Car under restoration. Completely disassembled a n d
stripped to bare metal. Over S6K spent on professional body and paint work
on rust-free car. Flawless black paint. Engine, overdrive trans a n d diff professionally rebuilt. Front a n d rear suspension rebuilt. Car is on suspension a n d
rolling. Have over $10,000 in new parts including everything except upholstery and top. I have no time to assemble car. Car is in Las Vegas, NV. Asking
$10,00O/OBO Call Alan Hunter days a t (702) 492-7845 or eveningslwknds at
(702) 260-9843 or e-mail ahunter@egginc.com NV

1977 MGB - Solid, strong running car, original paint (California Orange), no
rust. Shop manuals (including books on increasing performance/converting to
V8), car cover, GM 215 (Alum V8) on a n engine stand, ready to rebuild for V8
conversjon/winter project. Cherry picker included. Will consider midwest or east
coast delivery. $4000. Cali Tim @ (989) 463-8232 or e-mail tklifman@maisd.
corn MI
1973 MGB - BRG w/Tan interior, new black top, re-wired, re-built carbs, Mag
wheels, chrome bumper, excellent shape. $7,00O/OBO. (410)442-9744 or e-mail
scott.markert@corncast.net M D
1973 MGB - Mom says sell! junior is now driving! BRG w/Black interior. A
past multiple show winner. Not true concours but close, a n d all original a n d
in excellent shape. 97K original miles, with 1500 miles on newlre-built engine.
Original top, interior, wire wheels, even has the original brass hammer! This is
a beauty that deserves a good home. $10,30O/OBO. (610) 639-6638 or e-mail
wcrowe@pwius.com PA
1971 MGB GT - Black on Black. New Paint. Rebuilt Engine. Excellent Mechanical shape. No rust. Wire wheels. Chrome bumpers, $2K worth of recent mechanical work, including brake lines. Asking $55001080. (757) 619-0500 or
e-mail dmasuck@aol.com VA
1980 MGB LE - Excellent condition. MGF leather seats. Weber carb conversion.
Motolita wood wheel. AM/FM/CD. Tonneaultop. 88K miles. Stunning clearcoat
paint. $10,500 (978)952-6576 before 9 or e-mail alobar@alobar.org MA @
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Forthcoming Events of Interest to MG Drivers
Please check for up-to-dute information before departing to the meet.
The Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG
events to MGB Driver. Information must include date, location, and
contact phone number. Please submit events at least three months in
advance to the Editor, 4904 Puffer Woad, Downer's Grove, IL 60515.

MAJOR NORTH AMERICAN MG EVENTS FOR 2004
Sept. 5, Autumn Sports Classic, Lancaster, NY (716) 537-2137
Sept. 10-12, Collier Cup MG Race, Watkins Glen, NY MGracer53@aol.

corn
Sept. 12, Chicago British Car Festival, Palos Hills, IL (630)773-4806 or

wsk@elanengr.com
Sept. 12, Battle of the Brits, Sterling Hts., MI (586)979-4875 o r

snydleydog@yahoo.com, www.battleofthebrits.org
Sept. 20, Indy British Motor Days, Brownsburg, IN, (317)887-3867 or

mgdr@quiknet.net
Sept. 25, MGs On the Rocks Car Show and Parts Market, Rocks State

Park, Be1 Air, MD (410)817-6862 or e-mail RGL2MGBGT@aol.com
Sept. 26, British Car Club of Delaware British Car Show, Battery Park,
New Castle, DE (302) 328-7702 or e-mail griecoma@hotmail.com
Oct. 2, Autumn Leaf Festival British Car Show, Merle-Smith Campus

Moravian Academy, Bethlehem. (610) 867-6955 or e-mail
agunkle@aol.com
Oct. 9-10, Abingdon Trials Endurance Rally, Columbus, IN (630)968-

4347 or kgrowler@aol.com*
Oct. 9, Brits at Mercer, Doylestown, PA (610)446-2073 or

mgbgtl@hotmail.com
Oct. 16, Houston All British Motor Vehicle Expo, Houston, TX (936)449-

9029 or kedmgcars@aol.com
Oct. 23, NAMGBR Annual Generul Meeting, noon to 5 p.m., Red Lion

Hotel, Olympia, WA
* Part of the NAMGBR Hammer & Tongs Register Triple Crown Series 8
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