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Bit of a downer this past summer in some respects for the British classic car
movement. First we lost Geoffrey Healey and then shortly afterwards, the man
everyone knew a s "Mr. MG"-John Thornley. I have written an appreciation of
John's contribution to motoring history in general and MG history in particular
in this issue, but it's still difficult to accept the fact that he's gone, even if you didn't know him.
However, on to brighter things. The "MG '94" Convention in Washington was
a real blast, and there's a full report by Frilford Heath inside this issue. However,
certain aspects of the meet gave your executive some food for thought and future
conventions will give full accreditation where it's needed in terms of the
Register's participation. No doubt more will emerge from the upcoming Annual
General Meeting of the NAMGBR in Atlanta. With regard to the AGM, I urge you
to make your voice heard. Attend, vote, or even write to the officers with your
views. This is after all, YOUR MGB Register! The empowerment of individual
members was one of the reasons the Register was formed in the first place.
By the time the next issue of the "MGB Driver" is published, we will have a
new Secretary. 1 for one, would like t o go on public record and pay tribute to
Jerome (ably assisted by Edna and Ben!) for the sterling work performed during
the formative years of the Register. From a small meeting four short years ago in
Grand Rapids, to the fastest growing MG Club in North America! A lot of the success of the NAMGBR can be attributed to the long hours, hard work and dedication of JR. Thanks a million Jerome!
Meanwhile the fall approaches and for those in less temperate climes, perhaps the very last chance to drive your MG before the winter sets in! If you've not
done it yet, get out and d o it NOW! DRIVE that MG! Remember last winter, back
east when you were up to your antlers in snow? Or in the floods which have
plagued parts of the USA? In today's world you never know what's going to h a p
pen, s o make the most of every opportunity to get behind the wheel and feel the
spirit which John Thornley engendered in each and every one of us, by providing us with such magnificent machines to enjoy!
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In Memoriam, LT. COL. JOHNW. THORNLEY
OBE ( 1 909-1994)

FROM YOUR SECRETARY

Jerome Rosenberger

Well, here we are writing for the September issue of the "Driver" and time
sure has a habit of getting away from us. I hope you all had a good summer and
don't have s o many projects planned for this coming winter, that you'll never get
them done in time. (Like me, three MGs and not a one on the road at the moment!)
October, of course, sees the Register's Annual General Meeting. I'm sure Rick
and Marcham have both reminded you of it, and reinforced that as a truly democratic organization this meeting is open to ANY Register members, not just delegates. So if you're in or around Atlanta on October 22nd, (fourteen years to the
day since they closed the MG Factory!), please feel free to come to the meeting
and let us know how we're doing-we would love to see you there!
If you can't make it to the meeting, but would like an update on what h a p
pened there, either by a copy of the minutes or the financial statement, then send
us a S.A.S.E. with your request and we'll mail it to you. The MGB Register has
always maintained an open door policy when it comes to the handling of our business affairs-after all it's your money!
In preparation for the AGM, the Committee is trying to decide the winners of
the various Register Awards that we hand out each year such as the Annual
Chapter Award, Annual Enthusiast Award, and of particular interest, our Annual
Good Samaritan Award. The latter is handed to the individual who, in the past
year, went out of his or her way to help a Register member in need.
However, to give out this award, WE NEED YOUR HELP! We do not always get
to know about those good deeds. So, if someone has helped
you,
or you know of
.
.
someone who assisted another Register member. then lease writk and let us
know. Both the winner of the awar; and the persbn who submits the story will
receive a year's free membership of the NAMGBR, and have the story featured in
the "MGB Driver". Last year's winner was also featured in safe^ Fast". 1 know a
lot of you don't feel comfortable writing, but we need to reward and encourage
those Good Samaritans, s o please help if you can!
One of the main functions of the AGM will also be the election of officers, and
s o this will be my farewell column a s Secretary. My term of office, according to
the by-laws, officially ends on October 22nd and a new Secretary will assume
office.
I must say it's been an interesting four years, watching the Register grow
from that original 35 members who attended the inaugural meeting on December
1, 1990 in Grand Rapids, into today's internationally recognized and respected
club. Now I anticipate a little relaxation, and more family time, maybe even to the
point where I can get one of my MGs back on the road!
I'll close this last epistle from me with something I have reminded you of s o
many times before. THIS IS YOUR CLUB! Rick, 1 and the other officers merely take
care of the required daily business affairs for YOU!
See you on the road!

J c z a ~

It was with the very deepest regret that we learned of the passing of "MR.
M G , John Thornley on July 15th of this past summer.
There can be few of you who are unaware of the contribution John made to
the most famous British marque of all. The MGB Register would like to pay tribute to this remarkable gentleman, for John William Yates Thornley lived MG from
the day in 1931 when he was elected as the first ever Secretary of the MG Car
Club, to the day he retired in 1969 as Director and General Manager of the MG Car
Co.
John's first MG was an M-Type he bought in 1930, and soon after he met with
two other enthusiasts and formed the MG Car Club. John went to Abingdon and
managed to get Cecil Kimber to authorize the MG logo for the club's badge. He
was at this time an accountant in London, but he then persuaded Kimber to give
him an office at the MG Factory to run the fledgling MGCC and moved to
Abingdon. However, another part of the job at MG was a s assistant to the service
manager, John Temple, who was shortly afterwards appointed competitions manager, and John thus inherited the Service Manager's position.
Serving in the Army during the war, JWT attained the rank of Lt. Colonel and
returned to Abingdon in 1945 where he became Sales and Service Manager for
MG. He was involved deeply in all aspects of the competition and record breaking efforts of the Octagon. In 1952 he was appointed General Manager, 21 years to
the day after he joined the company! M G was now headed by a no-nonsense
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Two MC greats-John

Thornley (left) and Syd Enever (right). Photo: John Seager
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Participation is defined as having a share (in an activity) with others.
Enthusiasm is defined as having an intense or eager interest (in an activity). As a
general rule most owners of MGs are enthusiasts and should be participants in
several activities involving their area of interest.
The easiest way for participation to occur with your MG is to get involved
with your local club. The very fact that you're reading this article proves that you
have already made the transition from MG owner to MG enthusiast by becoming
a member of the North American MGB Register. The Register is really nothing
more than the participation of individual MG owners from various local MG clubs
to promote a common cause-the MGB, Midget and MG 1100/1300. The same is
true of your local club.
Each of the shows or meets that you attended with your MG this summer was
probably sponsored by a local club. Chances are the Rally or Autocross you ran
were the work of a local club. The planning and execution of these activities
involves a lot of work, through the combined efforts of usually a small percentage
of the actual club membership. Isn't it time that you, the MG enthusiast, became
a true MG participant by lending your talents, muscle power and enthusiasm to
your local club? A listing of the affiliated chapters of the Register can be found in
your Membership/Service Recommendation List which is provided to you by the
Register once a year. I urge you to contact the club(s) nearest you and become an
active member on their roster.
The assistance you will receive from your local chapter through technical
sessions, its newsletter articles and from the cumulative knowledge of the general membership will far outweigh the time you donate to help with a driving event
or meet coordinated by the club.
Can't find a club in your area? Not a problem! Take the initiative and start one
on your own-it's easier than you think! Should you find the need, the MGB
Register can assist you with ideas that have worked for other clubs across the
continent. It may surprise you to find the level of interest created from a few fliers
or cards placed under the windscreen wipers of the MGs you see parked in your
area.
Already a member of a local club? Been thinking of helping out with an activity, or attending a meeting but just haven't taken the time out to do so? Don't like
the way things are done, but haven't said anything about it to the "powers that
be"? Take the time out NOW to get involved!
Make a difference! Get active with your local club! "B" a true participating MG
enthusiast! Hope to see you at the Register's AGM in Atlanta on October 22nd.
Octagonally,

E
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"MC '94"-A Capital Reg~srt,
Event at the Nation'S Capit01

I

guess you had to 'B' there to really appreciate what happened in the
nation's Capitol, Washington, DC, during the third week of June this summer. For the benefit of those not in attendance we'll try
- to -give -you some of the
flavor of the North American MGB Register's third annual Convention-"MG '94".
truly an international gathering and one of the biggest MG get-togethers of the
year.
Over 400 MGs attended the meet centered at Convention Headquarters, the
Washington-Dulles International Marriott Hotel, close by the airport. The convention-welcomed such visitors as the notable Mr. Geoff Allen, oursuest of honor
who worked at the MG Factory for nearly 30 years, and Norman Ewing and Bob
Oltoff all the way from South Africa. Several other British visitors included Roche
Bentley of the MG Owners Club, who brought across the Atlantic to the surprise
the assembled MG throng, his own personal MG R V ~This
!
car
and delight
proved to be one of the stars of the show, giving many Americans their first
glimpse of what previously they had only read about.
Proceedings began with a race training session at Summit Point Raceway
about an hour north of Washington, and those brave enough (or foolish enough!)
to sign up for this event, soon learned from qualified instructors just how to make
their MG go fast around the track, with the exception of Dave Zyp who learned
how to stand a TD on its head!
Throughout the meet, technical sessions were held on a wide variety of
aspects of owning an MG, from engine teardown to a dissertation on Lucas
electrics!. The North American MGB Register's stand was a popular meeting point
throughout the gathering and many, many new members were recruited during
the Convention. Old friends and new, stopped by to meet and greet the officers
of the Register who manned the ever busy Register tent. It's always nice to be
able to put a face to a name and we were especially pleased to welcome our LongDistance Award Winner-Joe Carroll from Vancouver, BC who traveled over 3,000
miles in his MGB to the Nation's Capitol!
The social side was well catered for with an excellently entertaining old-tyme
music hall presented by the British Embassy players. Visits were also made by
several groups to one of the Register's valued advertisers, White
Post Restorations, where owner Billy
Thompson showed examples of
their superior workmanship.
Other 'navigator' tours visited
the sights of the Capitol, and a
mall, while a mild scenic rally
was held through the beautiful
Virginia countryside.
Preparation for the giant
car show to be held on Saturday
was preceded by an amusing
interlude. Due to EPA rules and
regulations inside the Beltway,
the car wash planned for readying the show cars was placed in
jeopardy when the initial idea of
239 MGs in the wing
just letting the water run down the
mirror!

I

Continued on page I0
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Wild About Washington! - Continued horn page 9

The MG RV8 drew lots of admirers!
drain was found to be against the EPA laws! (After all, we were inside the
Beltway!) The alternatives were two fold. First to block up the main drain and
pump all the waste water into tanks, from whence it would then be transported
to a state other than DC at a cost of 25 cents a gallon plus $750 shipping charges!
The excellent and helpful staff at the Dulles Hotel went for the second option
and arranged a compromise whereby all the waste water and the special biodegradable soaps used for the car wash were diverted to another main drain which was not
EPA monitored. However the previous main drain was still blocked off!
Up above, a higher MG authority looked down and said, "What's all this EPA
nonsense? You want a car wash? I'll give you a car wash to remember!", at which
point over two inches of rain were promptly dumped on the assembled MGs. Rain
poured down from leaden skies accompanied by timpani and thunder flashes,
and thus was born Lake Dulles, through which the MGs splashed their way
around through 2 feet of standing water! Truly the MG Car Club Washington could
claim yet another first-the world's biggest MG car wash!
Friday evening's excitement, apart from the Bar-B-Q and music hall, was provided by the beautiful 1978 MGB roadster of Larry Henle from Wisconsin, which
disgraced itself by appearing to self-ignite under the bonnet and catch fire in the
hotel car park! Several members with fire extinguishers rushed to the aid of the
luckless owner and the conflagration was quickly quelled, but not before the
police and fire brigade arrived, the latter with a 50 foot turntable ladder!
Many willing hands worked overnight to try and restore the MGB to its previous gleaming perfection, no more s o than Dave Sims, who was tireless in his

**35,000 Part Numbers.
**2-Day Ground Shipping.
**5% Off Our Already Low Prices For New Customers.

Free Catalogs...

Toll Free
(800) 851-5600
(401) 831-8850

(800) 556-7496
(401) 831-7760
24 Hr. Fax

Continued on page 12
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Dave Schillerstrom of Motorhead conducts a tech session.
efforts t o have the car ready for the following day's show...and it was! Fire in any
car is a serious problem, and in your favorite MG it can be tantamount to a disaster. With this in mind, we commissioned Dennis Trowbridge one of our technical staff t o give us a rundown on how and why such fires start in MGBs and you
can read his treatise in a future issue of "MGB Driver". A final note of caution, if
you d o carry a fire extinguisher, keep it readily available. One bystander at the
MGB fire yelled, "I have a fire extinguisher!" and when asked where it was said,
"in the trunkn. However, the key t o the trunk of his MG, was in his room on the
third floor of the hotel!
Saturday dawned dry, although the show field was still a little damp in
places. Soon this huge area began to fill with every kind of MG imaginable-Not
just the many Register members' MGBs and Midgets but also MGAs, T-types, and
a superb display of MG competition machinery ranging from the EX182 Le Mans
MGA brought from the MG museum by Gerry Goguen, to the 1960 Sebring Twin
Cam MGA of Lyle York. Also on show were a Works Replica 1966 MGB and an ExWorks L2 Magna race car from 1933, plus, of course, the stunning midnight blue
RV8. At least ten other MGB V8s, (of which three were original factory MGB GT
V8s) were also on show including Ken Costello's and Robin Weatherall's latest
creations.
The dedicated competitors who had entered the prestigious concours part
of the show were situated alongside the beautiful lake at the north of the hotel
where a qualified team of judges examined each one in minute detail and
assessed their originality and cleanliness. Meanwhile, the large crowd voted in
the Popular Vote Show for their favorites. Not an easy task considering the num-

ber and the standard of the MGs on display. The forecasted thundershowers held
off and during the afternoon many attendees strolled through the many vendor
stalls, sited close by the car show, who did a brisk trade selling a large variety of
MG wares. Others admired the superb display of MG photographs, crafts and
models which were vying for awards in various categories.
Most people then retired t o the hotel pool or prepared for the awards banquet which was t o follow later in the evening. A sumptuous repast was followed
by a program which highlighted the activities which had taken place, and mentioned by name every one of the hard working officials of the host club, the MG
Car Club of Washington. Our guest of honor, Geoff Allen from Abingdon, also
made a low key but amusing dissertation, Roche Bentley offered a glimpse of the
BMW/MG future, and Norm Ewing, who had traveled s o far t o attend, commented
upon the eternal spirit of the MG fraternity. Then followed the awards themselves
and with such a great number of classes t o be announced it was late in the night
when all the successful competitors had been presented with their justly
deserved trophies. A full listing of the winners follows this feature.
So "MG '94" came t o a conclusion, but there was one more task for the attendees to undertake. That was to form the longest ever caravan of MGs for submission t o the renowned Guinness Book of Records. Thus it was on Sunday morning
239 MGs formed up on the Dulles Toll Road, past the airport, and steadily drove
the required distance, before going their various ways, either on the long journey
home, or t o the fabulous Original British Car Day at Bowie in Maryland some 40
miles away.
More on "MG '94"on page 14

Register booth at "MG '94" with guest of honor, GeoffAllen (center), Jerome
Rosenberger (left), and Bruce Wyckoff (right). Photo: Rick lngrarn
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THE RESULTS FROM "MC '94"
Well, we had a great North American MGB Register car show at our
Convention in Washington despite some contestants expressing confusion at certain aspects of the event. Our thanks t o the MG Car Club Washington for organizing the show and here are the winners, (although everyone who displayed
their car was a winner!) Dare we claim these a s the BEST MGBs and Midgets in the
World? We think so!
First, the Creme d e la Creme, the Judged CONCOURS Winners ...
MIDGETS
1st-John Riley, 1970 Red
EARLY MGB (1962-19671
1st-Morrel Larue, 1967 BRG Roadster
2nd-Forrest Collier, 1967 BRG MGB GT
3rd-Bob Kate, 1967 White Roadster
MID-MGB (1968-1974)
1st-Larry Blankenship, 1968 Red MGB
2nd-Terry Allen, 1974 White MGB
3rd-Paul Greenblatt, 1970 BRG MGB
LATE MGB (19741980)
1st-John Sweeney, 1976 BRG
2nd-Robert Doerschuk, 1979 Carmine
3rd-Tont Cerullo, 1978 Red

"LakeDu1les"-Courtesy o f the EPA!

...Now the Popular Vote Winners ...
MGB 1963-1967
1st-Wayne Stewart
2nd-Joe and Kathy Gioffre
3rd-James Harbold
Hon. Mention-Robert and Linda White, Kevin Holland
MGB 1968-1969
1st-Bill and Jan O'Neil
2nd-Ron and Jerri Jarosz
3rd-Barry Tyson
Hon. Mention-Michael Jones
MGB 1970-1972
1 s t T i m Wall
2nd-Jim and Nancy Underwood
3rd-Bruce Bubeck
Hon. Mention-Dave and Linda Michel, Rick Stealey
MGB 1973-1974
1st-Irene Heilmann
2nd-Cliff and Barbara Plante
3rd-Michael Madison
Hon. Mention-Kurt Selbert, Dan Newman, Klaus Simonsgaard
Continued on page 16

Wash and shine before show time!
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"MC '94" Results - Continued From page 15
MGB 1 9 7 4 % 1st-Don Dicken
2nd-Peter Cosmides
3rd-Al Patterson
Hon. Mention-Jeffery Rutt, Carole Jefferson
MGB 1977-1978
1st-Helen and James Pegg
2nd-Randall Shuck
3rd-Larry Henle
Hon. Mention-Joan McGerrigle, Larry
MGB 1979-1980
1st-Ron Falter
2nd-Tony Pareseau
3rd-Ken and Barb Thorsson
Hon. Mention-Daniel Burke,
Peter and Ella Toma
Roger and Beth King
MGB 1979-1980 US Limited Edition
1st-Dave and Amy Kuhary
2nd-Jim and Georgie Pelleterie
3rd-Harold Camper
Hon. Mention- Thomas Bloomfield

Zenith
Stromberg
Carburetor
Restoration
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UML

Bench
Service
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.....$250
...............$100
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A distraught Lany Henle contemplates how HIS MGB caught fire!
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"MC '94" Results - Continued h-om page 16
MGB GT 19651974
1st-Bob and Sue Mason
2nd-Dave Collier
3rd-Herb and Marcia Bradt
Hon. Mention-Marjorie and Joe Carroll
MGB Modified flncludes MGB V8s)
1st-Jack Harper
2nd-Tom Biehl
3rd-Don Peery
Hon. Mention-Ian Pender
MIDGETS 1961-1974
1st-Joe Puma
2nd-Dave and Susie Tucker
3rd-Bob and Sami Zimmerman
MIDGETS 1975-1979
1st-Robert Chambers
2 n d J o h n Oades
3rd-Rick Brown

"THE SOURCE"
For All Your MG Needs
&

M & G VINTAGE AUTO
265 ROUTE 17
P.O. BOX 226
TUXEDO PARK, NY 10987
Toll Free 800-631-8990
In N.Y. 914-753-5900
FAX 914-753-5613
Catalogs available upon request,
MGT - MGA - MGB
We run a body shop, do component
rebuilding and restoration, and have
a Showroom of Vintage cars.

INVESTMENT IN A LEGEND
Authon,cd \lo\\ I)~\tr~hulor

Another great show promised at Lake Tahoe, California in 199S!

MGs as far as the eye can see-The
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Guiness Record Run. Photo: Rick Ingram

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE

FROM THE THE LIMITED EDITION REGISTRAR
Ron Tugwell
Hi Again! The Editor reminds me that it's time for another input from me t o
you. The results of my last letter t o "LEVowners has been very informative based
on the responses I have received not only from our members, but also from Don
Hayter designer of the MGB and former Chief Engineer at the MG Car Co.
Before sharing with you the knowledge 1 have received on our wonderful
cars, let m e please acknowledge the people that have made this possible.
Marcham Rhoade forwarded me a letter from one of our technical gurus in
Stockton, California, Norman Nock describing the BL parts listing for the MGB
"Limited Edition", and this is obviously for the Black export version. At this point
in time, July 1979, Norman was associated with the BL JRT Zones of the
Distributors and Dealers. Dick Watchman a member from Lisle, Illinois also wrote
me describing his efforts t o gain an insight into how the "LE" arrived at the buying public. It seems the car and the specific LE unique items arrived together a s
a vehicle and a box of parts to be installed by the selling dealer. (This is borne
out by the list provided by Norman) and might explain the missing luggage rack
on the very original " L E owned by Moss Motors. Dick also stated that he has yet
t o find the "Cocoa Mats" listed on the sales poster but this is also verified a s the
mats are not listed in the BL MGB LE parts listing.
If anyone would like a copy of the "Partsand Accessories News" from BL Iisting the LE specific options, write or call me and I'll be glad t o provide a copy.
Don Hayter, our Honorary Member, informed me that the factory did in fact
"dabble" with the installation of an air conditioning unit in the MGB in conjunction with Leonia Engineering (their New Jersey/USA Sales Link) with approved

Register LEs at "MC '94':
20

systems submitted by A.R.A., Gene Edwards. However, the equipment altered the
"Ancillary Specifications" (read a s final engine HP output!) such that the installation was not officially sanctioned by the factory and it was left up t o the distributors/dealers 'to install and secure E.P.A. approval'. Thus the A/C system could
have been installed on U.S. and Canadian specification cars, but the factory never
received a record of vehicles modified, and therefore had no knowledge if the
installations had ever been accomplished.
I have sent out the "LEVSub-Registry data questionnaires (finally!) and would
appreciate your reading the copy and filling in the blanks, and/or verifying the
information 1 have. I can now sort the categories by various means and find that
when sorting by "VIN" number that two of our cars have two different owners.
Before updating the information I have on this, and this is also the type of thing I
am attempting to clear up, who owns the car now?!
Thanks for your response and support, it sure makes this task a s a Registrar
a fun project. If you feel that I may not have the information on your "Limited
Edition" please let me know and 1'11 send you a questionnaire. Finally, I may be
reached at the address and phone number shown inside the front cover of the
"MGBDriver", or at work from 5:30 am thru 2:00 pm (PSD time) at (408)648-4935
(leave a message on my voice mail) or by E-Mail at "RTUG@aol.com".
"Safety Fast!"

Rob
LE Factfile-Limited Edition Wheels
What's the difference between the UK and US MGB LE Wheels. A bit complicated this, but basically the UK wheel (#BHH 2258) has a two color paint scheme
with a mid-gray base coat and silver gray outer facings. In contrast the US wheel
(#BHH24521) has a dark gray base coat with machined and lacquered rims and
outer facings.
This was because some of the states didn't salt their roads in winter and
could therefore get away with just polished and lacquered rims and facings,
unlike the UK where a road wheel needs all the protection it can get in the winter!
This seems simple enough at first glance, but towards the end of the LE's production run, the factory fitted both types of wheels t o UK and US cars!
Consequently if you owned a UK Limited there is no guarantee that it will have UK
wheels and just t o make matters worse all wheels bear the same casting number,
despite having separate part numbers!

LETTERS TO THE REGISTER
(We start this section with an apology! In the Jul./Aug. issue of the "Driver" we
inadvertently relocated a couple of our correspondents. To set the record straight,
member George A. Montz resides in Manchaca, Texas, while Bob Olach lives in
Crystal Lake, Illinois. Sorry about that people-bugs in the PC.!!-Ed)
...and now to your letters ...

THANKS A MILLION!
Dear Register,
We have been s o busy catching up since our return from the wonderful
North American MGB Register "MG '94" Convention, that we had little time to
breathe so to speak. However, Geoff and I hope to get a proper letter off to you
in a couple of weeks or so. Meanwhile we both wish to thank everyone most sincerely for making us feel 'at home' in the States and we were sorry we did not
have time to say 'bye properly. Geoff having got lost in the RV8 on the way back
from Bowie!
After the superb NAMGBR time we had at Dulles, we finished off our time in
DC being overwhelmed with lunch and dinner invitations, plus tremendous hospitality. Everyone was s o kind, and as Geoff rightly says, we would never have visited America if it hadn't been for the invitation from the Register! We really
enjoyed every minute of our visit. Please convey our appreciation to all concerned.
Again many thanks and look after yourselves.
Jean and Geoff Allen
Abingdon-on-Thames, England.

ALL CHANGE ON GEARBOX OIL!
Dear Register,
I had been hearing bits here and there about using EP9OW for the MGB transmission but my feelings are, that one should follow what was recommended in
the Bentley/Haynes/Owners manuals. I figured 'they' knew more about what was
proper than anyone else, so I was glad to see this item published especially the
date.
However in a Technical Service Bulletin from the MG factory dated February
1980 appeared the following...
uTEM MB0/005
Subject: GEARBOX OIL SPECIFICATIONS
Models: MGB
Service Personnel are reminded of the importance of following the factory
recommended gearbox oil specifications for MGB vehicles as detailed in the
Owners Manual. (i.e. Synchromesh Gearbox-use the same oil selected for the
engine. EP90 should NOT be used.)"
Regards,
Bob Mason, NAMGBR Technical Coordinator
Fairhope, AL

...and MORE on this subject...
Dear Register,
I find Doug Jackson's recommendation in the May/June "Driver", to use
Hypoid 80/90W oil in all MGB gearboxes including overdrive gearboxesfrankly-a little "stiff" to accept! My own personal experience has shown that use
of thicker 80W/90 oil causes synchro ring cracking, not to mention the damage
that could be inflicted upon the overdrive unit itself.
Best Regards,
Henry J. Christoff
Yorktown, VA
MEMORIES OF ABINGDON
Dear Register,
Strange after all these years, to see an MGB on a transporter in the station
yard on the front cover of the "Driver". I immediately recalled the landlord of the
pub in the picture. An individual by the name of "Snatcher" Eyres who was a
Sergeant Major in the Royal Berkshire Regiment. When he retired he became the
drill instructor at Abingdon School to the Officer's Training Corps, (this was
before the Second World War).
As an OTC entrant I recall him marching us up and down through the town
in our flat military caps and puttees, well before I knew what MG was all about!
His was one pub you could not sneak into for an illegal 'Lemonade', out of uniform
of course!
I am enjoying the 'Ispects ofAbingdonn series and thank you for sending me
the drafts to correct. I have just finished a read through the draft of Anders
Clausager's new book on the MGB, very detailed, and with all change points listed, plus colors, trim and production number breakdown, and many photographs,
which a group of us took a whole day to list and allocate to the appropriate technical part of the text. Should be a good seller when it's published!
By the way, had a ride in the first development MGC Roadster last month for
some classic car magazine article. The car was in remarkably original condition.
Very best wishes to all fellow MGB Register members.
Yours Sincerely,
Don Hayter, NAMGBR Honorary Member #1
Harwell, Oxon, England

About Our Front and Back C o v e r s - o u r

front cover this
issue shows one o f the participants o f "MG '94': a 1974% MGB GT owned
by Ruth Vitrikas in front of Convention Headquarters, the WashingtonDulles International Marriott Hotel.
Our back cover gives a birdseye view o f the MGB front suspension and
crossmember assembly line at the MG Factory in Abingdon during production. Photo: The Knudson Collection
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BLOWN AWAY AT "MG '94"!

I

CALL FOR

1I

INCORPORAT~NC
COSTELLO ENGINEERING
Costello V-8 Conversions
Costello Parts & Fuel Injection
Complete Repair; Restoration& Parts for ALL MC'S
Robin Weatherall - Jack Jenkins - Ken Costello

-

8370 OLIVE BLVD. - ST. LOUIS MISSOURI 63132 USA
FAX:314/567-5818
TEL: 314/567-5911

The georgeous supercharged MGB CT o f Dave Collier.
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LOVE BRITISH CARS?
exclus~velyto all
B r ~ t ~ scars,
h fmm
class~cto contemporary'

RESTORATION

One Year
Canada 522.95 U.S.
Overreas 534 95 U S.

Charge by phone!

Yes! There really is a Shorrock blower under the hood!
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by a tester, who then took the MGB out on the public highway to test the car
under road conditions. On his return to the Factory he would enter any further
fault which he had found and give the MG a final visual check. From here the car
would head for "B" Block Rectification, via a manual washing-off area (an automatic car wash was installed in later years). If all the faults had been cleared by
the line rectifiers, the car would then go directly into paint finishing.
If the tester found a job which required the MGB to be retested, the front
screen and inspection card were marked "RTTV-"Return to Testv-and the car
was driven to "B" Block for rectification and returned to test on completion.
Usually two testers were employed on "RTT" and "NRT cars, although during times of high production, completed MGBs were tested by a larger number of
testers working overtime. Sometimes the cars were tested by rectification supervisors and foremen. If the faults were of a more complicated nature, the fitter carrying out the rectification would ride 'shotgun' in the passenger seat during the
test drive. Even after the rolling road test was installed, the "RTT" cars were still
tested out on the public highway.
Rectification included all types of electrical and mechanical repairs including
changing any faulty major components, and correcting any bodywork faults. The
rectification engine 'gang' who changed engines, gearboxes and clutches consisted of three to six men. There were also three or four electricians and a full time
panel beater who was also responsible for any welding required. Another valuable member of the team was the "floater" mechanic, a very experienced person
who could undertake almost any task. Geoff Allen our special guest at "MG '94",
held this position for quite a while. In the late 1950s the total rectification shop
staff numbered around 60, but fell to half that number in the 1970s.
Continued on page 28
n our last installment, we brought you down from the upper "Trim Deck"
I
and made our way along the main production line to the end. We now continue our story with what happened from there on. At this stage also you might
wish to refer again to the diagrams and maps published in the previous two editions of the "MCB Driver"...
Assembly completed, the engine coolant and gas (about 3 gallons from a
built-in fuel pump at the side of the line) were added to the finished MGB. The car
was then started and driven to the road test section, or in later years onto one of
the rolling roads at the end of the production line. Don Hayter recalls that all
early MGBs were road tested around the " A circuit through Marcham to the west
of the factory, with roller testing coming in the '70s. If the car wouldn't start, or
had an obvious major fault it was pushed into a "Line Rectification Bay" at the
side of the production line. If the fault was not rectifiable here, the car was
marked "NRTV-"Not Road Tested" on the front windscreen and also on the
inspection card which accompanied each vehicle on its way through the plant.
The car was then towed to "B" Block for rectification.
If the fault was such that it was a hazard, the MG would have an "Unsafe to
Drive" label also affixed to the windscreen and the car was then towed by the factory "tugm-an MGB used solely for towing purposes-to Rectification in "B"
Block of the Factory. After completion, the "NRT" cars were then driven back to
road test.
As the car went to road test from the end of the line it was first checked over
26

A Midget on the Roller Test.

Aspects of Abingdon - Continued from page 27
Overdrives were a special case. They were tested electrically and if there was
no fault the car could proceed on its way. Faulty overdrives were rectified by an
expert. Every two weeks or so, Ernie Garbut, the engineer from Laycocks, would
come down to Abingdon from Sheffield and take over one of the shop lifts. If he
couldn't fix the problem, the car would go back into the rectification compound
for an overdrive change.
In the early days of MGB production, all cars were taken to rectification for
"carburetors and controls" to be adjusted. After the Federal regulations requiring
the setting up of the "Air Pollution Control Center" were introduced, all cars destined for America and Japan had a green label marked "APCC" affixed after paint
finishing. They were then taken to the APCC for the full 'treatment'! If any major
problem was discovered here, such as a faulty carburetor, air pump or any of the
ancillary equipment, the car would be returned to rectification for the problem to
be fixed and then returned to APCC for a final check.
In paint finishing, the cars were first polished under high intensity lights to
highlight minor faults, and were then passed on to the "finishing tinnys", workers
with small wooden mallets, who skillfully took out minor bodywork blemishes
and dings without damage to the paint work. Any small paint blemishes were then
touched in by a team who had a collection of palettes, similar to a table tennis
bat. Each palette had a small pot of paint fastened on, one for each color in production at the time. At the same time, all labels and stickers were removed from
the front screen.
Major paint faults were rectified in the "Paint Hos~ital"which consisted of a
paint booth which led to an oven. This oven boasted t i e only automated, car carrying, moving line in the Abingdon Factory! There was in addition a "Box Oven"

An MCB enters the "Paint Hospital". Taillight lenses are removed to avoid discoloration and distortion. Photo: Knudson Collection
which would accommodate one MG and was used for rectifying larger separate
panels. Usually three men were employed in the Paint Hospital, rubbing down,
preparing, masking and painting the cars. Of course this work was carried out
after any major metal rectification.
The last step in the process was "Final View" which was the last chance to
spot any problems under shadowless, high intensity, lighting. Here the pedal rubbers were fitted and the tonneau covers and rails, tools, jack and wheelbrace (in
their bags) were placed in the trunk. So too was the spare wheel and the driver's
handbook. If Rostyle wheels were on the car, the center caps were fitted in final
view. It was here the tops (hoods) were fitted with a shaped plastic sheet for
added protection.
From here some of the cars, especially those for export, went t o the wax
booth where a thick coating of wax was applied to keep the cars in prime condition on some of the longer sea voyages.
Continued on page 32

At the Air Pollution Control Center. Photo: John Seager
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Overleaf-A plethora of MGBs o f all shapes and sizes assemble
for the Saturday car show at "MG '94". In all, over 400 cars
attended with almost 600 members o f NAMGBR present. A splendid turnout! Congrats to the Washington,DC Centre!

Aspects of Abingdon - Continued from page 29
When all was completed, the cars were driven to the huge dispatch compound at the rear of the MG Factory, where with ignition keys left in, they awaited dispersal by means of car transporters to Southampton or Liverpool docks.
Some were also taken on transporters, or actually driven by employees, to the
Abingdon train station for shipment by rail to various destinations around the
British Isles. Local dealers such as Hartwells of Oxford could also arrange to collect MGs from the factory by prior arrangement, especially cars ordered to a particular color or specification.
So there you have it! From raw MGB and Midget bodyshells arriving, to completed MGs going out around the world, there was a great deal more to Abingdon
than the average MG owner would ever even have realized! In our next installment we'll take you even further behind the scenes and show you some of the
supporting infrastructure that helped make the MGB the most popular sports car
ever assembled in Britain! We have surprises in store for you. so don't miss a single issue of the "MGBDriver"!
(Once again the writer would like to extend grateful thanks to Don Hayter,
Geoff Allen, Glyn Woods, John Seager, and for this particular installment Jack
Butler, the former Paint Finishing Foreman, at Abingdon (who is arguably the
most knowledgeable person in the world on MG paint details!). Also Ernie Garbut,
who now runs his own business in Coventry rebuilding Laycock overdrives. Many
more ex-workers at the "G" contributed to this series and my sincere appreciation to them is willingly extended.-Frilford Heath)

Final View at "5"-Block.
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A 1979 Midget gets its wax coating for travel overseas. Photo: John Seager

The rail station yard at Abington. Cars were transferred to flat railcars for distribution. ' X B M was Associated British Malting, a grain storage company. Photo:
Knudson Collection.
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ANTIPODEAN ASSEMBLIES
The CKD MCB Story, Part II

I

You may recall that in the Jan./Feb. '94 issue of the "MGB Driver", Don
Bishop, the Registrar of the MG Car Club in England gave us an insight into the
Australian MGBs that were exported in pieces-"Completely Knocked Down"!
Don asked for further information from those 'Down Under' and we now present
part two of the story. Over to Don ...

I

I was highly delighted that the response was s o good from our MGB friends
in Australia, (or "Oz" for brevity!). First, I got a very helpful letter from Bob lrvine
who owns MGB chassis number YHN5 1879. He enclosed copies of the first three
pages of the Australian workshop manual which show that Series 3, 5, 6, 7, 9 and
10 were produced. Interestingly enough, no series 4 was shown but see Brian
Darke's table which follows. Bob's letter contains such a fascinating wealth of
information that I have decided to table the details rather than try to precis the
facts.
Brian's article was entitled "How Old is YourMGBWandit contained bits about
non-Oz MGBs s o I am just going to extract the parts relevant to this feature article. Also if it's in quotes then Bob wrote it ...
The Australian chassis numbering system was very different from that used
at Abingdon. "Commencing in January 1963, almost seven months after the UK,
the Waterloo line produced YGHN3/501, the first Australian assembled MGB. Note
the addition of 'Y' denoting Australia ...also 501 as the starting number."
Also in independent Oz fashion, the Waterloo plant proceeded to use YGHN4
out of sequence and then proceeded to YGHN6, YHN6, YHN7, YHN9 YHN10-all
of which have no British equivalent numbers. Also with each prefix change, that
is from 6 to 7 to 9, the Australian system reverted to car number 501, in contrast
to the continuing UK system of numbering! Thus to confuse every future generation of MGB owners, 'GHNS' denotes the beginning of the (BL) styling change in
1969, whereas the 'YGHN5' prefix on the Australian cars denotes the January 1969
MkII MGBs.
At this point I should stress that only MGB Roadsters were assembled in
Australia and that all GTs were imported and carry the English prefix and sequential numbering. "The Australian production ceased in February 1972*. mainly due
to a declining market demand for the MGB. A total of 9,337 Roadsters were assembled at Waterloo, and a s far as can be determined, all Australian cars were supplied with wire wheels, (an option in the UK) black upholstery, and black hoods
(tops). The principal use of this information once confirmed and adjusted, is to
date and classify cars for competitive events and to allow some truth in advertising at sale. I note for example that almost every MkI offered for sale is a 1968
model, reflecting a normal desire to market the MGB as young as possible".
(*-Actually conflicts with information published in magazines in which
November 1972 was given as the last production date.)
Now for a couple of notes on the foregoing:
1. YGHN8/YHN8 were not used probably to avoid potential confusion with
YGHN3.
2. The identification plate of the "British Motor Corporation (Australia) Pty.
Ltd." was affixed to the inner right hand guard (inner fender), as in the UK, forward of the radiator support web (diaphragm) for cars manufactured to mid-1969.

1
I
1

I

11

From mid-'69 to 1970 the number was stamped on the near side of the bulkhead
shelf in the engine bay. In 1970 the stamped number continued and was supplemented by a compliance plate authorized by the Australian Motor Vehicle
Certification Board and fixed on the apron in front of the radiator. The compliance plate records the date of manufacture and (in the case of MGs) the chassis
number.
So to close, and before printing Brian's table, I have t o report that there are
yet more questions about CKD MGBs maybe being assembled in other parts of the
world! Morgens Hempel from Denmark has suggested that MGBs were also assembled in South Africa, and Brian Humphries from the R.S.A believes that his MGB
GHN3-136351G may have been assembled out there. Morgens also tantalizingly
suggested that some assembly may have taken place in Europe-possibly in
Belgium! Any and all information will be gratefully received. 'Ti1 next time...
Don Bishop
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AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION OF MCBs
Compiled by Brian Darke, Mudgeeraba, Australia

I

I

First Oz assembled car-3 bearing engine,
pull out door handles
First 5 bearing engine with oil cooler
O/D option available on Oz MGBs, YGHN3
and YGHN4 cars both in production
Last non O/D Oz Mkl
Last O/D Oz MkI
lntroduction of Oz MkII (as GHN4 in the UK)
Overdrive cars
Manual (non O/D)
Manual (O/D)
Automatics
Oz MkIl Facelift (as UK GHN5 cars)
"Facelift" automatics

January 1963
January 1966
June 1967
August 1968
September 1968
January 1969

i

I

I
I

!

I

PRODUCTION DATA AND NOTES
Chassis #'s
Dates

Units

MGB MkI
YGHN3

501
to 5559

Jan '63
Aug '68

5,059

MGB MkI O/D
YGHN4

501
to 757

Jun '67
Sep '68

256

MGB MkII
YGHN5 Non O/D
and YHN5 O/D

501
to 2276

Jan '69
Aug '70

1,776

MGB MkII
YGHN6 Non O/D
and YHN6 O/D

501
to 860

Jan '69
May '70

360

MGB MkII AUTO
YHN7

50 1
to 656

Jan '69
Nov '70

156

MGB O/D FACELIFT
YHN9
MGB AUTO FACELIn
YHNlO

501
to 2158
501
to 572

July '70
Oct '73*
Mar '71
Feb '72

Total number of CKD MGBs assembled in nine years

1,658
72
9,337

(*Conflicts with previous information published, November 1972 was given as
last production date.-DB)

(...as this issue of the "MGB Driver" was going to press, the Register received a
letter h-om the aforementioned Brian (who runs an MC restoration shop called
"Maintainingthe Breed"!) which shed new light and information on the CKD MCBs.
We hope to print it in the next issue. Thanks Brian!-Ed.)
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LETTERS OF INTENT TO STAND AS
OFFICERS OF THE REGISTER
RICHARD MILLER, Standing for the position of VlCE CHAIRMAN
I would like to introduce myself, my name is RICHARD MILLER and I am running as a candidate for the Register's Vice Chairmanship. Bruce Wyckoff, our current Vice Chairman, is constitutionally unable to serve another term. So the second highest office in the Register is open to election this fall at the Annual General
Meeting. I would, very simply, like to ask for your vote.
I have been a proud member of the North American MGB Register since its
inauguration and have been driving MGBs since I purchased a new 1971 MGB
Roadster. I still have that car, plus a '74%MGB, and a T-Series MG. Five years ago
I returned seriously to the MG club scene.
I stepped down in January 1994, after two terms as President of the MG Car
Club Central Jersey Centre (a NAMGBR affiliate) and have also edited the club's
newsletter "Meshing Gears" for two years. Currently I serve as the membership
secretary for the Central Jersey Centre.
I was very supportive of the concept, at "MG '92" in Canada, that evolved into
the MG Council of North America. The Council has since admirably served its purpose as a communication and coordination forum for the five major MG interest
groups in North America. The planned extravaganza of MGs scheduled for late
June of 1996 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway came out of the work of the MG
Council. I also edit the publication of the MG Council, the "MG Council News",
which details the happenings at each meeting of the group.
I have truly enjoyed meeting so many fine people at MG events like the U.M.
Summer Picnic and "MG '94", the wonderful Convention of the MGB Register this
past summer. I would like to give something back to the Register, a truly democratic organization, that has done so much to further the cause of MG. Serving as
Vice Chairman would be one way of doing that. I see one of the Vice Chairman's
main duties as being a liaison between the Register and its 40 plus chapters. With
my free summers and long holidays (one of the benefits of being a 50-year-old
public school teacher!) 1 will be able to handle this task, and others, hopefully visiting personally with as many chapters as possible.
Once again, I ask for your vote. If you have any questions or concerns you
can write me at 18 George's Place, Clinton, NJ 08809, or phone (908)735-5417.
"Safety Fast!"
Richard
ROBIN WEATHERALL, Standing for the position of VlCE CHAIRMAN
Hello, my name is ROBIN WEATHERALL and I wish to run for the office of Vice
Chairman of the North American MGB Register.
I have been a member of NAMGBR since its first formative months (#0-180)
and for the past two years have served as Membership Coordinator. I feel this
position could be part of the job description for the office of Vice Chairman along
with club liaison. I am heavily committed to the success of the Register and will
work extremely hard to further its goals and increase membership.
Continued on page 46

FROM THE TECHNICAL COORDINATOR

Bob Mason

I

I

I

The Editor warns me that I haven't much room this issue so let's get to it!
First a letter came from Ken Humphreys of Granite Falls North Carolina querying
LOW OIL PRESSURE on his MGB. My reply was as follows...
Dear Ken,
Thanks for the stamped envelope and welcome to the Register. According to
the 'good books' (the Bentley and Haynes manuals) normal oil pressure is 10-25
PSI at idle, 50-80 PSI at 3,000 RPM and above, with the oil pressure relief valve
opening at about 70 PSI. All these figures are with hot oil and the free length of
the valve spring is 3 inches. I would have to say that the hot oil pressures you
quoted to me are about at the minimum. The higher figures are for an engine in
good condition, whereas the minimum pressures would indicate you should consider repairs to raise the oil pressure back to somewhere near the higher figure,
if for no other reason than peace of mind.
Oil pressure is first determined by the clearances of the oil pump itself.
However, even after many thousands of miles, even a pump worn to its "bookn
limits will seldom cause a low reading by itself. The next prime areas creating
good oil pressure are the connecting rod and main bearing clearances, followed
by the rocker shaft and/or the rocker arm bushes themselves.
You didn't mention your mileage, but all MGB engines at about 75,000 miles
or so would welcome a replacement of the connecting rod bearings (with the
same size as then installed), as well as inspection and probable replacement of
the rocker shaft at the same time. (Ken's mileage was actually 175,000 miles.-Ed)
It is a simple matter to drop the pan with the engine still installed in the car then
the oil pump and rod bearings can easily be inspected, or replaced if the rod bearing journals appear to be OK.
The entire rocker shaft assembly must be removed to inspect the lower area
of the shaft where each rocker arm is located, and from what you say, I can say
with certainty that you will find excessive wear at all 8 of the rocker arm areas,
and perhaps in the rocker bushes too. To check the arms, slide each arm to an
unworn area of the shaft and check for a barely perceptible side-to-side movement.
Remember that the oil pressure relief valve only vents excessive pressure,
and has nothing to do with a less than desirable pressure reading, and stretching
the valve spring only gives you a higher reading at a higher RPM. 1 recently helped
a local MGB owner with a problem similar to yours, and after a straightforward
replacement of the rod bearings and rocker shaft (the rocker arm bushes were
OK) we then saw a reading of 70+ above 2,500 RPM with 40-50 PSI at idle, both figures with the engine oil hot. The cost of replacement parts are minimal, and once
replaced, your engine should be good for another 50,000 miles or more. Try it, I
think you'll like the results and by the way, MGB engines really don't leak oil if the
engine and transmission oil seals are installed properly. The Haynes MGB
Workshop Manual covers the above replacement and you should have no trouble.
Sincerely,
Bob

...this came back from Ken ...
Thanks Bob,
I replaced the rod bearings, rocker shaft, oil pump and seals. Also had the
crank ground. No leaks now and pressure consistently 70+!
ALTERNATOR WISDOM

I've received several calls lately from
people who have acquired a new alternator
only to find that the alternator now in hand
did not match the plug terminal at the end
of their wiring harness. Calls to new/used
suppliers all said they would be happy to
supply a complete wiring harness but that
the correct pluglkit was not available by
#51151029
#54960402
itself.
Moss #54@280
There are two types of plugs for the
Lucas alternators over the years, one has
small-largesmall metal terminals, and the other (the more predominant type) has
large-large-small terminals. The Lucas plug kit for the former is #51151029 and for
the latter #54960402. I had difficulty finding anything on these plug kits in specialist catalogs, although I have learned that Moss has started carrying the
#54960402 kit under their part number #540-280.
The early MGBs had a two-plug alternator which is no longer available as the
only ones now available are of the single plug type, s o when making the conversion one would need the plug to make the connection. From 1968 on, the alternators were 34 amp through 1974, and 43 amps from 1975-1980, s o the later type is
the one to use and that one should take the Moss #540-280 plug kit.
Finally for all of you experts out there, how many of you know what that little bracket on top of the Master Cylinder cover on all MGBs from 1968-1974%,is
for? Send us an answer for the next issue and we'll give a couple of NAMGBR
patches to the first two correct answers received by postcard
at the Editorial Offices by October 1st.
Happy Motoring!
A
Bob

What is this?
Send us a postcard,
tell us, and win
a FREE NAMCBR
patch!

MORE SCENES FROM "MC '94"

Chrome-bumpered GTs at "MG '94"

1.966 Sebring Factory MGB.

Everything is OK now! Lany and Barb Henle are all smiles the day after the fire.

"Creme de la Creme'', the Best o f the Best at "MG '94" Concour.~.
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THE CORRECT CHOICE OF CAMSHAFT
Doug Jackson, British Automotive

Want to know more about your cam? Take "Camshaft 101" with Doug...
Increasing the air and fuel admitted to an engine results in more horsepower. There are several ways to accomplish this, one being the installation of a "hotter" camshaft. There is always a tendency to think 'bigger is better' when choosing a replacement camshaft, but this can be counter-productive because it upsets
the balance between the cams' breathing characteristics, and the actual breathing requirements of the engine.
One of the most confusing aspects of choosing a camshaft is understanding
the specifications that are given in regard to duration. The Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) call for this to be read at certain lobe lifts. The most common and
convenient method used to specify duration is to measure at .050" cam lobe lift.
Obviously, with varying stages of lobe lifts up to .050", duration will be greater for
lower lifts, but basically concentrate on specifications given at .050" lobe lift.
Camshaft Choice (Street Usage)
When I speak of "street usage" I am generally referring to the engine operating RPM range from idle up to, and including, 4,500 RPM-5,000 RPM and with a
compression ratio (CR) of 9:l. From my experience (not to mention countless
hours of research and hard money!) I believe the following aspects should be a
guideline for making the correct choice of camshaft.
Duration
Look for a camshaft with a duration of around 224" @ .050" lifter rise. Any
higher duration camshaft will generally result in more BHP and torque, but these
will not be proportional to engine RPM. Only slight gains will be made in the low
RPM range and up to 4,500 RPM, with significant gains from 5,000 RPM and up.
Well outside the 'street usage' operating RPM range.
Camshaft Lift and Valve Lift
Increasing valve lift can be beneficial up to a point, but it makes absolutely
no sense to open the intake valve over and above the point at which maximum
CFM (Cubic Feet per Minute) occurs, so, if you are using a relatively stock cylinder head, concentrate on achieving a .375"-.425" valve lift. To calculate this, multiply the specified camshaft lift by the rocker arm ratio. After many engine
rebuilds, I have found the effective rocker ratio, using standard rockers, to be in
the region of 1.41. This is about the best you can attain and in all probability will
be less. Subtract the valve clearance from this figure and this will be your new
approximate valve lift. The benefits of keeping your valve lift to a minimum are
reduced valve train loads and the elimination of valve spring problems. Also be
sure your cylinder block is notched for exhaust valve clearance.
Valve Overlap
This is another aspect of valve timing that must be taken into consideration
when choosing a replacement camshaft. Valve overlap occurs near "Top Dead
Center" (TDC) as the exhaust stroke is ending and the intake stroke is beginning.
Overlap refers to the time during which the exhaust valve is still closing and the

Continued on page 44
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t/ The Largest, Most Extensive
Inventory in the World!

We stock obscure a s well a s common items.
Our commitment to re-tooling obsolete spares
insures the complete and correct restoration of
your classic MG sports car.

t/ No Risk Shopping!
We want you to be happy with the components
you get from us! We have the best returns
policy in the business and always go
the extra mile to keep you satisfied.

t/ Convenient Hours, Open Sunday Too!
Our longer hours make it more convenient for
you to shop for the parts you need, especially
evenings and weekends! Phone u s Monday
through Friday from 6 am to 7 pm Pacific Time
and 7 am to 4 pm Saturday and Sunday.

t/ Faster Service!
We ship over 90% of our orders the same day
they are received from warehouses in both
California and New Jersey. Order by
2 pm, your local time, for same day ship-

t/ Free Illustrated Catalogs!
Our famous, comprehensive catalogs
help you find the parts you need
quickly and easily. Just specify
the edition you need: MG TC-TD-TF,
MGA, MGB or SpriteIMidget.

t/ Free Color Quarterly Newsletter!
Each issue of Moss Motoring is filled with
specially priced sale items, new product
releases, tech tips, feature articles,
British car news and events.

t/ Quality Parts, First Class Service!
Give u s a call, we know that you'll be pleased!

MOSS MOTORS, LTD.

P.O. Box 847 7200 Hollister Avenue
Goleta, California 931 16
805-968-1041

800-235-6954

The Correct Choice of Camshaft - Continued from page 42
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intake valve is opening. When both valves are open at the same time, the outflow
of exhaust gases helps pull air and fuel into the cylinders. Thus a camshaft that
has a lot of valve overlap will do a good job of scavenging the cylinder at high
speed and make more BHP and torque. But too much valve overlap is detrimental to engine performance at low speed because it creates rough idle conditions
as a result of reduced engine vacuum and cylinder pressures. Furthermore,
excessive valve overlap will pull unburned fuel into the exhaust system resulting
in an emissions problem for a "street" engine, along with increased gas consumption.

We have pleasure in announcing

...

@

This novel volume is to be published in late 1994learly 1995, with
a foreword by DON H A M E R former Chief Engineer at Abingdon and
responsible for the MGB. It will contain approximately 150 pages of
MGB news, views, history, photographs, plus features on the Midget
and MG 110011300 edited by Marcham Rhoade.

Lobe Center
Generally, narrower lobe centers of 105°-1060 will be found on higher duration camshafts. Wider lobe centers of 107°-1080 are generally found on lower
duration camshafts. Usually the application of wider lobe centers will increase
low RPM torque and throttle response. British Automotive has its own special
camshaft with a 110" lobe center.

? Handy 5%" x 8%"glove box size, printed on high quality paper.
? International coverage of 1994 events, happenings, and club

news from around the world.
? The MGB in competition during 1994.

Feature articles on the history and development of the MGB.
? Rare factory information detailing how the MGB was built

Cam Timing (Intake Peak Lift)
This should also be given as part of the camshaft specifications and refers to
the intake valve position relative to crankshaft degrees "After Top Dead Center"
(ATDC). The intake peak refers to the usable RPM range, i.e. the lower this figure,
the lower the usable RPM range, but with better throttle response at lower engine
RPM, along with good idle vacuum. The higher this figure, the higher the usable
RPM range, but at the sake of lower throttle response and engine idle vacuum.

at

Abingdon.
? Personality profiles of the people involved in the building of the
MGB.
? Details and addresses of all responding clubs.
? Comprehensive bibliography and videography of material pertaining to the MGB.
? Plus a selection of useful hints and tips to better maintain your
MGB.

Listed below are the cam specs for OEM part #88G252 and #88G303. These
were established using a new 88G303 camshaft.
Camshaft Specification (ER=Effective Ratio)
Camshaft is OEM Part #88G252/88G303 (all MGA and MGB 1963-'75)
Duration214" @ ,050" lifter rise
Camshaft lift
.264"
Valve Clearance .013"
Net Valve Lift (approx.) .264 x 1.4
(ER) .013"-.357"
Valve Overlap -2" @ 050" lifter rise
Lobe Centers
107.5"
Intake Peak Lift 110" ATDC
3.5 ATDC 37.5 ABDC = 214 "
Cam Timing at Intake Peak Lift
32.5 BBDC 1.5 ATDC = 214"
Original Factorv Rocker Arms
Although blueprinted at a ratio of 1.5:1, the effective ratio (ER) will probably
be, at best around 1.4:l. and could be even less. Where did this lost ratio disappear to? In an upcoming article, Doug will provide us with the answer, stay tuned
for the best technical stuff in the MGB business!
Camshaft questions? Doug can be contacted at British Automotive in Novato,
California. Check his advert on page 49 of this issue.
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We invite clubs and individuals to submit material for possible
inclusion in the "MGB DRIVER'S YEARBOOK including reports, text,
articles and especially photographs showing the MGB, Midget and MG
110011300. Enter your photos in our competition (with a great first prize)
for the front cover of the "MGB DRIVER'S YEARBOOK ! Photos must
depict the spirit of the MGB-Britain's most popular sports car!

I

Please send your inquiries. submissions and comments to:

Q

THE MGB DRIVER'S YEARBOOK
P.O. Box 2645
Goleta, CA 93117

I

(Published by MG Publications in association with Ideal Images and with
the support of the North American MGB Register and the MGB Register
of the MG Car Club of England.)
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Letters of Intent to Stand as Officers - Continued from page 3 7
A few personal facts for those of you who do not know me. I am English, born
in London and a US resident since 1979. I purchased my first MG in January of
1963, a brand new MGB and have owned MGs ever since. An MGB GT is my daily
driver and I, at present, own several MGBs, 2 MGB V8s, two MGCs and various
others including MG 1100/1300s. An MGA, ZA and a trio of Morris Minors complete my toy cupboard!
During the sixties and seventies I was a professional musician, mostly with
the London Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Shakespeare Company--every
one of you will have heard me on movie soundtracks, recording backing tracks
and TV shows! I emigrated to the USA in 1979 and worked for orchestras in
Omaha, Dallas and St. Louis before retiring from playing in 1989. (That makes me
sound old but I am really healthily middle-aged!)
Nowadays I operate the MG Centre Ltd. (incorporating Costello Engineering)
in St. Louis, Missouri along with my partners, Jack Jenkins and Ken Costello (of
MGB V8 fame). We are a full service shop and specialize in V8 conversions.
I have been a member of the MG Car Club for 32 years (!) and also maintain
membership in numerous other international MG organizations including the
NAMGAR, AMGCR, NEMGTR, the Octagon Car Club and MGOC. My local affiliations include the MG Club of St. Louis, Old Speckled Hens (Team X!), Prairie
Octagons, S.I.MG Owners, Memphis British Car Club and the Morris Minor
Owners Club!
I am Chairman of the MG Club of St. Louis Special Events Committee and
served as Club President from 1990-1992. In addition to my duties as Membership
Coordinator for NAMGBR, I am also Treasurer for "MG '96" at Indy, and, along
with Rick Ingram, a representative to the MG Council of North America.
As a 'dyed-in-the-wool' MG enthusiast, and interested in all things MG, I hope
to have the opportunity to bring that enthusiasm to the office of Vice Chairman
and continue the growth of our wonderful organization. Thank you for your consideration.
"Safety Fast"
Robin

JAl DEACAN, Standing for the position of SECRETARY
My name is JAI DEAGAN and with this letter I am announcing my interest in
the position of Secretary for the North American MGB Register.
My wife, Sue and I are the proud owners of an MGA, two MGBs and two
MGCs. My association with MGs began in 1972 when my father brought home a
1971 MGB. Later he purchased a 1972 MGB GT which I still own to this day.. Over
the years Sue and I have had some good and some not s o good times with all of
the cars, but we have never lost hope that if you endure you will enjoy!
I enjoyed myself s o much when 1 attended John Twist's Summer Party that I
thought to myself there must be a way to get people together more than once a
year. Hence the seed for the Lansing Area MG Association was born. I was a
founding member and served as President and newsletter editor for several years
having recently stepped down. I am still an active member of the club serving in
an Inter-Club Liaison capacity.
I am a charter member of the North American MGB Register and attended the
inaugural meeting. As a Chapter Representative I have attended several AGMs
and Quarterly meetings and am also a member of several National and
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International MG Clubs. In addition, I serve a s the MGC representative to the MG
Council for the planning of the Multi-Register meet at lndy in 1996.
If elected, I would continue to move forward with the decentralization of the
Secretary's duties. Several meetings have been held in an attempt to delegate routine duties t o others within the Register to enhance the responsiveness of the
Register. I believe that such changes will show members that we care, and foster
a feeling of 'belonging' among both new and renewing members. While a majority of the duties must stay with the elected officer, we cannot grow as an organization when we are limited by the time one person can volunteer to the Register.
I believe that Jerome and Edna have done an excellent job of taking on the duties
required, and establishing responsibilities where none existed prior to the founding of the Register.
I would like to serve with the guidance of Jerome and continue with the
things and the standards he has set. I would also like to seek input from the associated Chapters and the membership in general at large for attracting and retaining members.
Sincerely,
Jai Deagan, Member #0-36.

JON NYHUS, Standing for the position of SECRETARY
My name is JON NYHUS and I would like to take a moment of your time to
introduce myself, and solicit your support for my intention to stand for the position of Secretary of the North American MGB Register.
I have spent most of my life around British cars both a s an owner and admirer, however I became overly involved with them some 9 years ago when my wife,
Carolyn, and I bought an MGA to "try and relive our youth"! During the rebuilding
of the little beast we became bitten by the letters-MG. With Carolyn being
English, and coming from parents who were real diehard car enthusiasts, and
Continued on page 48

BRITISH PARTS DIRECT has formed VINTAGE MG RACING SERVICES to
satisfy the increasing needsof the MG Vintage enthusiast. We have successfully
sourced from all corners of the U.K. an exclusive range of parts to help with race
preparation and maintenance of MGA's. MGB's and Midgets too!
kerns ranging from full motors in various statesof tune, tot he leather bonnen hold
down straps. In stock at all times are pistons, cams, carbs, headers, C F l - SIC
gear sets, LSD units, minilite wheels, B/O 8 WO, race tyres, suspension parts.
uprated shocks, springs, brake pads, etc. Pleasecallwith your requirements and
we'll offer our own racing experience 8 knowledge.
C U L FOR F R E M A W PWFORLYWCEP U l S CATUOQ
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Letters of Intent to Stand as Officers - Continued horn page 47
having rallied throughout Great Britain in prewar British cars, sports cars and rallying had become one of those accepted things of her life.
It was, therefore, not surprising that a couple of years later we bought our
1978 Leyland White MGB tourer, and shortly after I began work for the Rover
Group as a test drivertfitter. This led to the acquisition of two more British carsbut that's another story!
I sat on the committee that laid out the direction, and established the bylaws
for forming the Arizona MG Club. I was elected as first President of the Club and
continued to serve on the board for the next six years. However, during the
February 1994 elections I began to feel that some new ideas were needed to keep
the club sound and I therefore withdrew from running for reelection. With help,
Carolyn and I had also produced the Arizona Club's newsletter for over five years,
and while we initially did not have enough cash to really operate, I managed to
get several people to donate services which offset a lot of the cost of the publication. Also in trying to increase the club's exchequer my fellow enthusiast, Mac
Spears and myself, established the successful Phoenix All British Car Day in 1988.
Even now the committee are working on the seventh annual to be held in March
1995.
1 feel therefore that my planning and organizational abilities are up to the job
of Secretary of the NAMGBR. I am also considered to be fully computer literate
and in that context there are several ideas and suggestions I would like to implement if elected, by setting up an electronic telephone network whereby:
1. Both members and prospective members could leave voice messages for
either a certain committee official, or leave a general message to receive an information pack about the Register if the phone was not answered in person.
2. Establishing a computer link similar to an electronic bulletin board (BBS)
where members could leave messages, and ask for, or receive technical advise
ment.
3. Installation of a "Fax Receiver" on the Secretary's computer system, where
committee members or the Editor of the "Driver" could receive faxes at the
Register's 800 number and then download the fax to his/her home or office, t h e r e
by allowing them to respond immediately without any delay due to the vagaries
of the postal system.
4. The Register could also maintain through the "BBSn a downloadable
"Calendar of Events" available to be published by any of Register Chapter
Newsletter Editors, along with current news, and technical articles from past
issues of the "MGB Driver".
In conclusion I feel that we should capitalize on the progress made by our
excellent founding Secretary, Jerome, in terms of having the electronic capability
and resources to ensure the continuing success of the North American MGB
Register into the next century.
Once again I solicit your support, if you would like any further information,
please contact me at the address inside the front page of the "Driver".

-

Products that Perform

w:1924cc Engine Kit-83mm Pistons, camshaft, roller rockers. Electronic

Ignition Kits. Carb modifications and manifold alternatives. Alternator
adaptation for Generator equipped cars. COO1 ING: Expansion tank Kit
(pre'77). BRAKFS: Drilled Cad-plated Front disks, Carbon Kevlar Brake Pads.
SUSPFNSION: Custom Designed Panhard Rod Kits (tube axels), Fiberglass Rear
Leaf Springs. Real Information on Front Suspension Modifications.
1RANSMISSION: Polypropelene Trans Cover ('63-'67 all-synchro conversion)
FOR MORE DElAlLED INFORMATION. PLEASE C A U US

m

BRITISH AUTOMOTIVE
(415 ) 883-7200

Former Glory
Restored
Repair and Complete
Renovation of
Automotive Coach Work

s P O m CAR

spEcwnEs
North Street
32
Wmchendon, MA
508-297-3105

Specialist Panel Beater
CertifiedDupont Refinisher
CAROLPER Collision
Repair System

Rebuild and
Repair
~eticulocsServicing
and Careful
Attention to Detail

SPOKE CAR
SERVICES
An aspects of servicing
includq complete Qiveline
and chassis repair.
Comprehensive maintenance
and tuning.

TECHNICAL TOPICS
Our founding chairman, John H. Twist, found he couldn't start his wife's
MGB, his words might help you this winter!

THE CASE OF THE RELUCTANT 'B
I drive my wife's MGB GT nearly every day. It has just crossed the 167,000
mile mark and has never (well, hardly ever!) failed to start. One day last February
was an exception.
Several participants in our annual carburetor rebuild seminar had arrived
earlier than I on this very cold, snowy Monday morning. When I arrived at our
parking lot a t the shop, someone from lllinois (where else?!-Ed)
had parked in
my slot. I therefore reversed into a space next to him and began the seminar.
After everyone had spent the day disassembling, cleaning, and learning
everything about some dozen sets of carbs, at 5 pm sharp they all beat a path for
the door-dinner called! The parking lot emptied quickly and soon I found myself
alone and jumped into the driver's seat of the GT.
Turning on the ignition, I switched off the heater fan (as the draw of the fan
can reduce the spark at the plugs) and turned off the radio s o I could hear the
engine burst into song. I pulled out the choke, (it was now about 8°F outside), and
turned the engine over.
The starter motor spun the crankshaft quickly and the engine started up
immediately, as it always does, but this time something was different! The engine
ran at about 500 RPM for ten seconds at the most, despite feathering the throttle
and working the choke. The MGB had never acted like this before, each time the
engine would catch, stumble and fail! Finally the batteries could no longer spin
the engine quickly (after all they are about 10 years old!)
Fortunately, Jim Eppings who had left in his GT just before me, had failed to
spot me in his rear view mirror and returned to find me stranded. I yelled a t him,
"Nose to nose!" meaning the MGBs, and Jim remarked that he'd never seen MGBs
jumped like this before! I ran back into the shop and grabbed the jumper cables,
my plug wrench, and a set of new Champion RN9YC plugs. It was probably not the
plugs, but replacing them is sometimes a cheap trick to get an engine started.
However, the plugs I removed looked like the 'perfect' example depicted in the
Champion catalog! But 1 changed them anyway ...
I then disconnected both alternator plugs, shoved a screwdriver into the
Lucar connector on each one, and connected the red, hot, positive cable to each
screwdriver shank. I then connected the black, earth negative cables from engine
to engine! Jim was incredulous that this jumping technique would work. But it
does and given the 'boost' from Jim's GT I tried to start the engine again, but it
still would not run!
"OK," 1 told Jim, "let's go ahead and check the gas and the spark." We
removed the fuel feed line from the front carb and let some gasoline dribble onto
the frame rail as I turned the key. Then Jim spun the engine over while I checked
the spark. That was OK too. The engine would catch from time to time, but never
run for more than a second or two.
At Jim's insistence, I then lifted one of the carb pistons by unscrewing the
damper, angling it, and lifting. The MGB still wanted to start but would not run.
As Jim kept spinning the engine over at my command, my eyes searched the
underbonnet area. Yes ...the choke and the throttle were operating correctly, but

then what did I see? At first, it appeared to be water boiling between the exhaust
and the cylinder head! But, it couldn't possibly be that, the engine was cold! Then
1 realized they were bubbles! "NO!", I screamed at Jim, as I ran to the back of the
car with my screwdriver, "I don't believe it!" But YES, it was true!
As I had backed into the parking space earlier that morning with a HOT
exhaust, I jammed snow up into the exhaust which quickly formed an airtight plug
about W" thick! I easily broke through the restriction with the screwdriver,
jumped back into the driver's seat and the GT roared to life, billowing black,
sooty exhaust smoke from the stainless system.
With that plug at the rear of the exhaust, the engine was not able to breathe,
hence once it had started it was not able to start again because of the build-up of
exhaust gases and pressure in the stainless system. Jim and I disconnected the
cables, reconnected the alternators and we were on our way with Jim remarking
as we left that this would never have happened to him, "My exhaust is riddled
with holes.", he said.
Moral-"Watch out, watch out, when snow is about!"
Safety Fast!
John Twist
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JOBOPPORTUNITY OFFEREC
d in Briti!jh cars?
Know your MGs? Have a g[ood meclhanical backgroun~
Well we need an h/lG MECH.ANIC! The position is permarlent and f ull time.
..
..
-IL
Come and work for m e leaalng IVIU service and repair snop In Erie USA!
Send resume to:
John H. Twist
University Motors Ltd.
6490 E. Fulton Avenue
Ada, MI 49301
(61 6)682-0800
b

1

m . n

-1.

I-

From the Secretary - Continued from page 4
(And now a note from our Treasurer, Rock Yarrington...)
I will be presenting a full financial report at the AGM in October, but at the
moment we have a balance of some $10,000 on hand. We have outlaid more
money for convention advances both for 1993 and 1994. The "MGB Driver" has
also cost us some $2,000 more this year than last year (due to more pictures!-Ed).
All in all membership is increasing, we are in good shape and our finances are
Pretty much on a par with last year.

JohnThornley - Continued from page 5

VALUED SUPPORTERS OF THE NAMCBR

enthusiast who battled against the corporate hierarchy of BMC and later BL. He
hand picked his staff and jollied them along with his sense of humor into vast
achievements which no other small auto factory could ever have dreamed of.
He envisaged the MGB, and saw into production the MGB GT-the "poor
man's E-Type" as he put it-and many other MG successes achieved against the
odds. He also remained convinced to the end that the Triumph 'suits' who gained
control of BLMC were responsible for the ultimate demise of the MG in 1980.
During his tenure as head of the company, the MG Factory became the world's
largest producer of sports cars. Even when in retirement, John still retained a
great interest in MG and he was outraged at the decision to close the MG factory
and personally wrote to MG dealers around the world, especially here in the USA,
to request their support to protest the closure.
John was always a gentleman in the best sense of the word, and your Editor
was privileged to meet him on numerous occasions. He always had a kind word,
but did not suffer fools gladly. One of the proudest moments of my MG life came
when John presented me with an award for winning an MGB concours at the 50th
Anniversary celebrations of the MG Car Club held at the Roebuck Inn where the
original MG Car Club foundation meeting was held! He held the position of
President of the MGCC until the end, driving his special blue MGB GT sporting V8
wheels and the MaGic number plate--"MG I"!
We all owe a great deal to this remarkable man, you wouldn't be driving the
MG you have today were it not for JWT! You would never have attended any of
the great meets or made any of the good friends you have in the MG fraternity, if
he hadn't been around t o fight for MG! Some things you expect to go on forever
and I for one never thought there would be a day when we had no "MR. MG" but
the day has come, and the world will be poorer for his passing. We extend our
deepest condolences to his family.
Marcham Rhoade

Lever Shocks Rebuilt MG TC TD A B C Midget
Tubeshock Kits Rear $78
Urethane Front Brushing Kit $50
Adjustable Front Shock Arms Midget $32
MGB Rear Suspension Update $127
MGB 5 Speed Transmission Kit

-

For MG B-GT & CGT
Inside Mount Sunshade $40 Gas Hatchback Supports $60 Pair

NUVUZ
2911 A.S. Main St. Santa Ana, CA 92707 (714) 9740451

MG Bits & Spares
P.O. Box 864
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(501) 932-71 50

8

(For those interested in learning more about this remarkable individual we
recommend that you obtain a copy of his great MG book, "Maintaining the Breed'',
you'll be amazed!)

Complete Range of parts
forMGB&MGBGT

TOLL FREE ORDER PHONE
1-800-643-3482

As a footnote, we thought you might be interested to read John's thoughts
on the MG movement taken from a letter written to NAMGBR member, Richard
Miller in reply to a letter of appreciation thanking John for what he had achieved
for MG.

"I must say it isn't everybody who writes to thank me for what I have put into
MG over the years, so, when it happens it is very satisfying.
Not, you will understand, that it has called for any great effort. My life with
MG must have approached the apogee of "doin' what comes nat'rall'ee". It has
been effortless. I have enjoyed myself. And it is my good fortune that my enjoyment has rubbed off on the MG owners and created the legend to which you refer.
May I, in turn, thank you and your colleagues for your enthusiasm. It is you,
and many of the same mind who fuel the present day MG flame".
Sincerely
John Thornley

-

(609)399-2824
8:30 6
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s, Inc.

" W e service & Repair ~ i l ~ o r e Cars"
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CHRIS ROBERTS
PRESIDENT

633 HAVEN AVE.
OCEAN CITY, N.J. 08226
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MGB Parts
New and Used

7823 Loisdale Roac

206 Atrisco Rd. SW
Ibuquerque, NM 87105

JOE CURT0 INC.

Connell's
MG Service

GENUINE

0

6667 East 38th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46226
Phone: 317 1 545-6108

SPARES

Bob Connell

Specializing in S.U Carburetors
and British Car Parts
22-09 126th St.
College Point, NY 11356

718-762-SUSU
(762-7878)
FAX: 718-762-6287

SALES

BRITISH T'SHOPINC.
MG COSAS
PARTS BUY SELL TRADE

JIM & ESTHER UDKLER
OWNERS

24027 CROSSLAND
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78264

4

z;:E

MG, TRIUMPH, TVR, JAGUAR

/

'

5

TOM & JOYCE LaMARCHE

gf:2

165 ROUTE 82 06370
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VALUED SUPPORTERS OF THE NAMCBR
MG JAGUAR TRIUMPH AUSTIN-HEALEY

SPECIALIZING IN UGs

CALL US!
FOR ALL YOUR

D AND R ENTERPRISES

BRITISH CAR
NEEDS
(209) 948-8754
NORMAN NOCK

IMPORTERS 6 RETAILERS OF FINE BRITISH
SPORTS AND RACING CAR MODEL KITS
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PARTS REPAIRS
RESTORATION

ROSS W. WHlTAKER
OWNER

631 SE 215TH AM.
GRESHAM. OR 97030
(503) 867-4104

Bnd, @r

FAX #: (209) 948-1030

2060N. WILSON WAY STOCKTON. CA95205

Jim Noble

m1!%
m1m

BRITISH MOTORS, INC.

4 Brake cyl~nderscompletely
rebu~ltand sleeved.
t Lifetime Lim~tedWarranty.

*:

Rob Medynski

MG

Please call us nowfor

333 Stone Road
Villa Park, IL.60181

$35.00
per hr.

(708) 279-MGMG
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BRITISH WIRE WHEEL

15 yrs.
Experience

Repairs & Restorations of Classic MG's from 1945
New & Used Parts Available
(20 1)-728-3096
1577 Macopln Rd.
West Milford, NJ 07480

more informaion

White Post Restorations
One Old Car Drive 4 Wute Pcn, VA 22663

'Tub

Dennis Trowbridge

Dar~o- 3dr OD
Borra,

1650 Mansf~eldStreet
Santa Cruz. CA 95062
(408) 479-4495 mformabon. orden
(800) WIRE-WHEEL to request free catalogs

NEW WIRE WHEELS
Custom offsets rum slzes tubeless

Vantage raclng appleat~ons
Conven~onsto wlre wheels
WIRE WHEEL RESTORATION,
RECONDITIONING & TRUING

-

*,4'
MIN, LIT€

MINI-LITE REPRODUCTION 15x6'
TIRES & TUBES
Avon Dunlop Mlchelln
BF Goodrlch etc
Whitewalls 8 Redwalls added
SPUNED HUBS, KNOCICOFFS, HAMMERS

.
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W munuln the Iargat, mou compnhenan mmntory of he above producls In the U S
W offer Imowledgtablc vmce and the fim merchanhse at the lmt pnce

SELL-SEEK-SWAP!

WHERE TO 'B!

The Marketplace of the North American MCB Register

~orthcomingEvents of Interest to MCB Drivers

Ads in this section are FREE t o MGB Register members-please send ad
with membership number t o P.O. Box MGB, Akin, IL 62805. Other ads by
arrangement with the Secretary. All ads must be received by the 1st of the
month prior t o publication for inclusion. (i.e. July/August issue deadline is June
1st.) So you don't waste your time looking u p area codes, the originating state
is shown after each ad!

Please check for u p t o date information before departing t o the meet. The
Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG events t o "MGB
Driver". Information must include, date, location, and contact phone number.
please submit events at least 2 months in advance to the Editor, P.O. Box 2645,
Goleta, CA 931 17.

FOR SALE
1966 MGB GT-Solid, strong running car that needs some work. No rust, wire
wheels, late model trans conversion. New brake master cylinder, gas tank, and
aluminum hood. Extra parts. Started restoration, but already have two others in
progress! $900. Dave (805)968-3259, CA
1968 MGB-Part restored. Prefer t o sell whole but might part out. Wire wheels
and many other new parts. (606)331-6044, KY
1969 MGB CT-BRG, overdrive, all mechanicals replaced o r rebuilt (Engine,
clutch, brakes, suspension, etc.) within last 9K miles. NO rust, new tires.
$13,000 invested in car plus owners time. $4,400. (408)980-8254, (408)358-7864
eves, CA
1974 MGB GT-Solid restored southern car with rebuilt engine and overdrive.
Driven daily, complete history. $3300 obo. (304)787-9889, WV
1974%MGB GT-One of our technical coordinator's personal cars! Tundra,
overdrive, new tires, recent engine and clutch-needs nothing. Excellent condition. $8,000. Call Bob (205)928-5366, AL
1980 MGB-White with black top and interior. 2nd owner,l5K miles. New
Rostyles and Michelin tires. Always garaged, runs and drives excellently.
Photos on request. I have too many toys! So $10,000 obo. (615)77&5428, TN
1980 MGB Limited Edition-No rust, very good condition, $6800. (606)331-6044,
KY

MCs WANTED
1967 Midget-GAN4,
5994, GA

1275cc. Would like a good solid driver! Steve (404)381-

PARTS FOR SALE
Moss coil-over suspension kit (#26&198) brand new. $575.00; Moss DGV 32/36
carb. conversion (#222-260) $225.00; Ansa exhaust header system, brand new.
(#MG0281) $129.95; Moss anti-tramp bar kit, (#454-935) brand new. Tube axles
only. $159.95; Spacer kit for above (for rubber bumper cars) $29.95; Ron
Hopkinson anti-tramp kit. $64.95, Brake/vent (kit) cad plated and drilled discs
(with pads) $209.95. Doug (415)883-7200, CA
Re-advertised due t o wrong phone number! Original factory issue back full tonneau and half tonneau covers. Orphaned from a 1980 MGB Roadster, but will fit
1971 and later cars. First $125 takes both. (513)241-0206, OH

MAJORM C EVENTS FOR 1994
Sept 4th, Buffalo MG Autumn Sports Classic, Lancaster, NY, (716)632-9001
Sept 8th/l lth, 40th Collier Cup MG Race, Watkins Glen, NY, (716)624-2687
Sept gth, All MG Concours d'Elegance, Watkins Glen, NY, (607)535-4300
Sept loth, British Car Day, St. Louis, MO, (314)428-9335
Sept 1lth, All British Meet, Palo Alto, CA, (310)392-6605
Sept 1lth, British Car Festival, Chicago, IL, (708)442-7380
Sept 1lth, British Car Meet, Manchester, CT, (203)621-8830
Sept 16th/18th, British Invasion IV, Stowe, VT, (508)358-7619
Sept 17th, All British Meet, Moss Motors, Goleta, CA, (800)235-6954
Sept 18th, British Car Day, Berkeley Plantation, VA, (804)748-4601
Sept 18th, Colorado Conclave Arvarda, Denver, CO, (303)755-1426
Sept 18th, All British Show, Austin, TX, (512)837-0137
Sept 22nd/25th, NEMGTR G.O.F., Trumbull, CT, (607)432-6835
Sept 23th/25th, TSD Rally of the Pines, Ontario, Canada, (416)533-6464
Sept 23th/25th, Chicagoland MG 'Abingdon 94', Abingdon, IL, (708)858-8192
Sept 23th/25th, Rio Grande British Car Meet, Silver City, NM, (505)823-9595
Sept 24th, MGs on the Rocks, Baltimore, MD, (410)882-6896
Sept 24th, British Car Day, Sevierville, TN, (615)428-4608
Sept 24th, MGs on the Green, Charlotte, NC, (704)455-3500
Sept 25th, lndy British Motor Day, Indianapolis, IN, (317)831-1046
Sept 25th, Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA, (717)761-1839
Oct.lst, British Car Day Mobile, AL, (205)661-9388
Oct 2nd, British Car Day, San Diego, CA, (619)565-8199
Oct 7th, British Car Meet, Savannah, GA, (912)897-9933
Oct 8th, Hoosier MGB Club Rally, Brazil, IN, (219)394-2502
Oct 14th/15th, Memphis British Car Festival, Memphis, TN, (800)344-9683
Oct 1 5 t h MG Marque Day, Moss Motors, Dover, NJ, (201)365-0363
Oct 22nd, Annual General Meeting of NAMGBR, Atlanta, GA, 1-800-NAMGBR-1
Oct 22nd, Marcham Rhoade's Birthday!!
Oct 22nd, British Classic IV, St Augustine,.FL, (904)646-0616
Oct 23rd, Wings &Wheels, Santa Monica, CA, (310)392-6605
Oct 23rd, British Autojumble, Toronto, Canada, (416)533-MGMG
Oct 23rd, Autumn Concours, Santa Cruz, CA, (408)459-9636

