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Well, here we are a t the end of the North American MGB Register's third
great year of existence, and I have to say that on reflection, I feel we've done as
much for our members in three short years as some clubs have done in thirty
years! This is no idle boast as a read of the minutes of the recent successful
Annual General Meeting of the Register will quickly prove. Our membership continues to grow apace, and the services provided by the Register are greatly
appreciated by all members, new and old.
Looking back over the past 12 months we recall a terrific National
Convention in St. Louis, Missouri and the pleasure of meeting many of you at
other great events organized by our local chapters. To all those who have contributed s o greatly to the pages of the "MGB Driver" we extend our thanks, and
will continue to strive to make YOUR publication something of which you can be
proud to bring out and show your MGB friends. If you have not already sent us
an article or a photograph why not make a New Year's resolution to d o just that?
Something else to tack on to that resolution is to go out and get a new memberyou could just win a great prize!
Looking forward, we anticipate another great meet in Washington, DC next
June--the Washington MG Car Club are already working hard on this one! Finally,
a s the holiday season approaches, we send you our warmest greetings and best
wishes for 1994, which promises to see the continuing success of the fastest
growing MGB club in the world.
"HAPPY HOLIDAYS and DRIVE SAFETY FAST!"
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Cover Photo: The 1969MGB
of Ron Jarosz. Photo by Ron.
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MGB: CarolineR o b i i 614 Eastern Avenue SE, Grand Rapids,MI 49503, (616) 2452141
MIDGET: Bruce Wyckoff,3130 Marcia Lane, Hamilton,MI49419, (616) 751-7200
1967MGBGT Special: Gregg Purvis, 2285 Pavillion Walk, Holland, MI 49424, (616) 3994645.
19741/zMGBs: Steve Harding, 191343Darby Road,Havertown, PA 19803,(215) M 0 7 3
MGB V86:Curt Downing,1355Notch Road, Cheshire, CT 06410, (203)&B1448
MGB LEs: Ron Tugwell, 3 DeamarlRoad, P.O. Box 2406, Carmel Valley,CA 93924
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The North American MGB Register is affiliated to the MG Car Club of England. The MG Car Club
was founded in 1930 and is the original factory supported, and approved organization for all
MGs, with the Club Headquarters situated in Abingdon-on-Thamesclose by the birthplace of dl
MGs.
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and much more!

FROM YOUR SECRETARY
Jerome Rosenberger
It's early October a s I write this and summer is coming to an end. But even in
the colder regions of North America there is still time for a few driving events.
The Southern Illinois MG Club is planning TWO drives this month, to make up the
lack of club events this summer. The Old Speckled Hen Club in Michigan must be
having their annual Fall Color tour right about now. In New England this weekend
they are holding their Annual Fraternity tour to the MG Museum in Southern
Vermont.
Of course Marcham Rhoade likes t o point out that in California they can drive
year 'round. But for me, there are few pleasures greater than driving with the top
down on a sunny, crisp autumn afternoon, knowing it can't last much longer ...well
maybe it's taking that first drive in the spring. Sometimes I think it's true that if
we have to put something away for a while, then we appreciate it all the more
when we get it out again. Of course, if driving is not your thing, there are even a
couple of shows you can still attend in the more temperate areas like Vicksburg
and Chattanooga. So don't put away your MG just yet.
Member #3-1250, Tom Biehl of Blue Bell, Pennsylvania is this month's winner
of the Go Getta Member contest. At least four new members, perhaps more, were
recruited by Tom in the past two months. Thanks for the support Tom, and a nice
prize, donated by one of our advertisers, will be on its way to you shortly.
Of course by the time this article is in print it will be after the Annual General
Meeting. Marcham is probably holding a page in this issue for the new Chairman
to write his first notes. I wonder who it will be? My article's deadline was yesterday s o I don't know who the new Chairman is yet. However, I'm sure that no matter which candidate is elected, he will d o his utmost to promote the Register and
insure its continued growth, as all three are active MG enthusiasts.
I think at this time it would be appropriate to say a few words about John
Twist and his leadership during the past three years. Many of you know John, and
even members on the west coast who have never met him have read his technical articles and know of his skill. He has been a promoter of MG for years through
his shop, University Motors Ltd., where he works exclusively on MGs. He is well
known and respected both here in North America and indeed throughout the
world for his technical ability to diagnose even the smallest MC problem. For
years, John and his wife Caroline, have organized the University Motors Summer
Party, a car show that has become the largest MG meet outside of England.
We have been very fortunate to have him at the helm directing the fledgling
steps of this new North American MGB Register. I don't believe any other person
could have been a better choice for the founding Chairman. He has set the
Register on a path that is sure to be of great benefit to all MG drivers in the future.
But this is beginning to sound like an epitaph, and John is "not quite dead
yet" as Monty Python would say. He is only stepping down as Chairman, a s
required by the Register By-laws. I know that John believes in a democratic club
with a regular change of leadership and wouldn't want it any other way. Likewise,
I'm sure he will seek out and find other ways to help serve his fellow MG drivers
by helping the North American MGB Register in another capacity.
So, to close my notes for this issue let me just say, Thank You John for all
you've done. I'm sure every MG driver in North America appreciates all your
efforts.
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Introducing the New Chairman of the North
American MCB Register-Rick Ingram- Seen
Here With His Number One Fan-His Wife, Jean.

British Parts Specialist
t/ The Largest, Most Extensive
Inventory in the World!
We stock obscure as well as common items.
Our commitment to re-tooling obsolete spares
insures the complete and correct restoration of
your classic MG sports car.

t/ No Risk Shopping!
We want you to be happy with the components
you get from us! We have the best returns
policy in the business and always go
the extra mile to keep you satisfied.

/ Convenient Hours, Open Sunday Too!
Our longer hours make it more convenient for
you to shop for the parts you need, especially
evenings and weekends! Phone us Monday
and 7 am to 4 pm Saturday and Sunday.

/ Faster Service!
We ship over 90% of our orders the same day
they are received from warehouses in both
California and New Jersey. Order by
2 pm, your local time, for same day ship.

/

..
SeasonS Greetings from the officers arlu
Register.
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/ Free Illustrated Catalogs!
Our famous, comprehensive catalogs
help you find the parts you need
quickly and easily. Just specify
the edition you need: MG TC-TD-TF,
MGA, MGB or SpritelMidget.

Free Color Quarterly Newsletter!
Each issue of Moss Motoring is filled with
specially priced sale items, new product
releases, tech tips, feature articles,
British car news and events.

THE NORTH AMERICAN M C B REGISTER
VIDEO LOAN SCHEME
The Register has a number of MG and MGB related VHS video tapes which
are available on FREE loan, for a limited period t o affiliated chapters of the
Register.
These have proved useful for Chapters wishing t o organize a video night for
their members, especially where the weather is not conducive t o top-down driving during the winter months! These tapes are both instructional and entertaining, and full details of titles and availability can be obtained by an officer of the
affiliated chapter writing t o the "NAMGBR Tape Library" at P.O. Box 2645,
Goleta, CA 931 17, and enclosing a S.A.S.Envelope. A deposit of $25.00 is
required for each tape loaned and this is refundable upon return of the tape on
time, and in good condition.
and speaking of Videos

... here's the ultimate Register Video ......

"MC '93-THE NAMGBR CONVENTION"
If you were there, then this one hour treat should bring back a lot of happy
memories-if you weren't there, then buy this t o see what the North American
MGB Register is all about!
Many of you saw Mark Silverman dashing around here and there throughout
t h e Convention, shooting everything in sight. We have seen some other convention videos and been greatly disappointed by the product that was sent t o us
after the event (sometimes weeks after!-Ed) but we have t o say that Mark has
done a terrific job not only in the shooting of the event but also in the editing.
From the early arrivals t o scenes in the hotel car park, t o some beautiful atmospheric footage on the rallies, and the huge, spectacular car show nothing is
missing. The picnic shots are particularly evocative of the smell of the 'English
bangers' while the banquet footage truly reflects the spirit of the meeting.
Clever use is made of 'voice overs' by various officials, and attendees, and
the whole thing is held together by the mellifluous tones of Robin Weatherall
and Bob Horzmann, who were prime architects in getting this
second annual MGB Register convention together. The
opening titles could have been a little
shorter,
shorter, but there's only one real
way t o judge this highly
recommended video and
that's t o buy it! Copies
can be obtained for
around $29.95 by contacting Mark Silverman, 4482
Lindell Blvd..
Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108,
(314)535-5239.
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MGA + MGB + MGC + Midget
We take the guesswork out of product availability and cost.
Our low selling price is on the same page as the part you need.
We also stock a wide variety of OEM and reproduction parts
plus accessories to help "Keep'em On The R ~ a d . " ~

Call For Your Free Catalog Today !
Order 9 to 5
7 Days A Week

-

Toll Free All USA & Canada

800-255-0088
Worldwide Orders
Worldwide Fax

913-599-3299
913-541-8500

I
British Motor Heritage Approved Distributor

VICTORIA BRITISH LTD

P.O. Box 14991 Lenexa, Kansas 66285-4991
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DARK CORNERS
Peter Egan
As many of you know, Peter is Editor at Large for "Road & Track",America's
premier motoring magazine. He is a long time MGB owner, and now lives in
Wisconsin, having left Los Angeles in his rear view mirror!
Hard to believe but a month ago I almost sold my MGB. It must have been
the flu coming on. A failure of energy and will ...
I went out to the garage one evening, jacked the car up and perched it on
four tall jack stands. It was time to size things up. Did I really want to restore
this MGB, or would I have more fun reading the complete works of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle over the winter?
Until last summer, I'd actually been driving the car regularly-then one
warm evening while I was en route to the Madison Sports Car Club, the brake
pressure warning light came on. So I did what any experienced mechanic would
do. 1got out of the car, opened the hood and pulled the wire off the sensor. No
more red light!
Later, of course, I did some investigating and found the master cylinder
leaking from the seals. Being immersed in other work at the time, 1 parked the
MGB in a corner of the garage and threw a cover over it. And there it stayed for
the rest of summer and fall.
But now it was many months later-well past midwinter. Decision time. I got
out the trouble light and rolled around on my creeper for a while checking out
the underside of my MGB. A perfect, salt-free, unrusted, un-crashed California
body and chassis. British Racing Green on top. Castrol and Girling green on the
bottom. Probably as solid as one of the brand new Heritage bodyshells you can
buy. Perfect!
But there the perfection ended-the rear axle was leaking from the nose
bearing seal and the differential cover plate. The front end had new rubber
bushings but needed kingpins and trunnions. The brake calipers were sticky.
All of the interior needed replacement-seat covers, carpets, panels. Under
the hood the engine stared back at me like a street person with a tin cup.
Ragged, grease stained and tired. It needed big help. By the way, the car had
been driven daily by a friend of mine who had accumulated an amazing 200,000
miles of commuting and fun before selling it to me at a very reasonable price in
the expectation that I would restore it. Restore it? Oh man!!
I shut the hood and sat down in my official garage project-contemplation
rocking chair, and thought that there seemed to be no energy left for a car that
needed everything. Looking at that engine with its seeping head gasket and
freeze plugs, I had the feeling that I had been here one too many times. British
stuff!-British stuff!-British stuff!! I needed some other kind of car to work onmaybe a Mustang or a Porsche 356 or something-some car without dirty SUs
and a green-seeping heater core and busted vent controls.
Switching off the garage light, I walked back to the house. The decision was
made. 1 would replace the brake master to make the MGB at least drivable, and
then find some visionary to take on the project-in other words sell it! So off I
went to Madison and picked up a brand new cylinder from Foreign Car
Specialists and then one evening two weeks ago, went out to the garage to put it
in the car.
10

While removing the old master, I noticed that the nearby clutch master was
also seeping rusty hydraulic fluid from its pushrod boot. Oh boy! Can't sell a car
with the clutch going out-better get a rebuild kit ...so I did, I also bead-blasted
the outside of the clutch master and polished it, honed the bore, boiled the
whole thing in soapy water on the kitchen stove (much to Barb's delight!) to get
all the old crud out and re-assembled it with new seals, It looked beautiful! Too
beautiful ...
When I went to install the new brake and clutch masters, I stopped dead in
my tracks. How could I put these shining spotless components back in this dark,
fetid corner of the 'B, caked with the grime and 20 years of spilled brake fluid?
Impossible. The contrast between the new parts and the filthy pedal box was
ludicrous.
I was forced to remove the entire pedal box, bead-blast and paint all the
pieces, including the pedals themselves, lube the pivots with new grease and
pick up new rubbers for the pedals. While the pedal box was out of the car I
cleaned, sanded, and primed the entire left rear corner of the engine compartment and resprayed it with matching British Racing Green paint.
Continued on page 12

Peter Egan with the British Motor Heritage MGB.
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Dark Corners - continued h-om Page 11
Now one corner of the engine compartment was spotless, which seemed a
little odd, of course, as everything else under the hood was so dark and grimy.
The pedal assembly looked like Tom Wolfe in one of his white suits, sitting in
the corner of the dungeon. Jaunty, confident, clean as a hound's tooth and completely out of place. Ah well ...
Before filling the master and bleeding the brakes, I removed the rear drums
for a quick check. I found the right rear axle seal leaking differential oil onto the
brake shoes, and when I peeled back the wheel cylinders, dry powdery rust fell
out! You can't sell a car with a bad axle seal (and bearing?) and rusty rear
brakes of course, s o once again back to Madison where I picked up shoes,
wheel cylinder rebuild kits and new seals and bearings for both axles. I figured
if one bearing and seal were worn, the other side should be replaced too. While
I was at it I bead-blasted and repainted the brake backing plates and drums.
You know what happened next ...
I started to bolt the bead-blasted, re-painted, rebuilt brake assemblies onto
the crud covered rear axle...and couldn't take the pressure! So at three o'clock
in the morning, I found myself bench pressing the entire rear axle housing out
of the MGB, I'd have to strip and repaint it, install a new nose bearing, as well as
a new rear cover gasket.
You can't sell an MGB with a leaking rear axle can you? As it turns out of
course, you can't sell it at all. At least not after you've done all this work! And
especially not after you've begun the addictive process of shedding light on
dark and mysterious corners. Once you start prying, lifting lids, scraping away
debris and peering with flashlights, the hook is set. The hip bone's connected to
the thigh bone, s o the newly painted pieces must be bolted to the old and rusty
pieces, unless you do something about it. There is a point of no return in car
repair where the only direction you can go is deeper.
And that's where I've gone. Pulling another all-nighter this weekend, I took
the seats out and completely gutted the MGB's interior, then removed the front
suspension (managing to hit myself between the eyes with a SnapOn flex head
ratchet-then bleeding all over the lower A-arm, thereby making the project
official and certified!) Today 1 ordered new front and rear springs, king pin
rebuild kits, and new brake hoses. When the suspension is rebuilt and repainted
and the car is rolling on its wheels again 1'11 pull the engine!
So now I find myself, against all logic, rebuilding another old car from the
ground u p a n d I have to admit that I'm on some kind of a roll, cruisin' along on
an adrenalinelcar restoration high and having a really good time! Of all the
moods and drives, that strike us out of nowhere, this is perhaps my favorite. I
just don't know where these sudden bursts of energy come from-then again I
suppose I could blame my parents.
They took me to Chicago when I was a kid, and we stayed at a big downtown hotel. Somehow I got into the freight elevator and descended from the
plush lobby into the basement. I got off and found myself in a dark underworld
of leaking steam pipes, unpainted corridors, laundry rooms, dishwashers, wet
floors, kitchens and clanging pans. The contrast between this basement and the
ornate, peaceful lobby, with its carpet and polished brass made a big impression on me.
Continued on page 35
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YOU KNOW YOU'VE OWNED A BRITISH CAR
TOO LONG WHEN

...

You always park facing downhill.
The guy at the parts store:
a) Gets a cheesy grin when he sees you walk in.
b) Is listed as a dependent on your 1040.
c) Sends you a get well card if you haven't bought parts for two weeks.
d) Recognizes your voice on the phone.
You buy a parts car, and not even you believe that you will part it out.
You get in a car and are surprised:
a) When all of the instruments work.
b) You can carry on a conversation without shouting.
c) It does not need any oil, brake fluid or antifreeze.
You get in the car and are NOT surprised by:
a) A spare battery.
b) A tool kit that fills half the trunk.
c) A slightly singed instrument panel.
You hear someone talking about new shoes and assume they are doing a
brake job.
You call AAA and THEY recognize your voice too.
You look under the bonnet and see:
a) More duct tape than hoses.
b) More electrical tape than wires.
You tell your wife that the reason you were out till 3 a.m. was that the car
broke down-and she believes you.
The family is no longer upset by sitting down to dinner and sharing half the
table with carburetor bits.
You pay more visits to the auto parts .store than you do to the gas station or
the grocery store.
Your car makes a funny sound and you immediately know:
a) What is wrong.
b) How much it will cost.
c) Which tools will be required.
When your generator dies, you just pull another one off the Lucas pile in the
garage.
You distrust anyone named Lucas.
People ask you how many cars you own and you respond in fractional numbers.
You wash you hands when working on your car, so that you don't get the
engine compartment dirty.
You budget four hours for a t r i p t h r e e hours for driving, one hour for
repairs.
'

.om the Houston MG Car Club magazine-"The

Roars'?

THE M G FACTORY-ABINGDON

COINC-COINC-CONE!
So the end came on October 22nd, 1980 around 2:30 p.m. and the MG Factory
at Abingdon ceased production forever. By Christmas there were only two o r .
three people left, mainly to oversee the final closing procedures.
But that was not the complete end of the story, the remains of the MG
dynasty were directed to be auctioned off, and the auctioneers prepared an inventory of everything that was left in the plant. The auction took place over four days
in March, 1981. A first hand account of the proceedings is given by Philip Young,
now famous as a Classic Marathon organizer ...
"Souvenir collectors swarmed 'round the factory of the MG Car Company and
in four days the grave was completely emptied. The auction of the factory e q u i p
ment attracted 548 registered bidders and raised over 5100,000 sterling. At the
viewing, morbid enthusiasts poked through the the remains like grave robbers,
rubbing shoulders with those who had no interest at all in the famous MG name,
but merely wanted canteen equipment or industrial plant.
Anything that had the octagon logo, or MG stamped on it, fetched a high
price-ven
a sign from a toilet door warning graffiti artists that they would face
severe discipline if caught sold for 538!
Other items were a lot more expensive, and most of the interest centered on
the sale of the MG Boardroom furniture. Some great decisions and moments of
history were made in this room and the total raised was f2,750 pounds, with a
dozen walnut chairs making5 1,700pounds. The very first item of furniture the MG
Car Company ever had, was an oak desk which fetched f380, while another old
roll-top desk went for f300.
Octagonal MG clocks fetched between f240 and 5260, but some bargains
were to be found. For instance a Crypton Tuner made only f220 and a fork lift
truck could be had in good condition for 5980. There were lots of shelving and
Dexion racking for 51 10 and a dynamometer made 5320.
Continued on page 18
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Going-Going-Gone! - Continued h-om page 16
Heavy duty jacks fetched f120, and eight firemen's helmets without any
brass fittings made up to $70 each which seemed surprisingly high. One was
bought by the former press officer of the old BMC competitions departmentWilson McComb.
The books from the boardroom were expected to go for high prices but the
auctioneers must have been disappointed. Some old motoring magazines are not
exactly rare. Bound volumes of "Motor" from 1934 to 1972 made 5360, but bound
volumes of "Autocar" from 1933 to 1961 fetched higher prices, making f540. Over
thirty volumes of "The Light Car Journal" from 1933 made f440.
It is amazing what turned up during the clear out. For example highly polished engine plaques for the MG K saloon which had been in a cupboard,
wrapped in greased paper, for more than forty years fetched f48!
Various flags have flown proudly over the MG Factory, in their last days they
were flown at half staff, and one was bought at the going price o f f 160 by the local
Abingdon newspaper for the town museum. However the most expensive item of
the sale was 1,400 gallons of anti-freeze which brought in f2500!
The hallowed halls of Abingdon seemed a ghostly place to be at this time,
empty corridors echoed, and the factory floor was littered with scrap metal. And
standing forlornly in one corner, a blacksmith's anvil which could have been
there since the days of the M-Type Midget back in 1930, fifty years previously! As
soon a s the sale was over and the crowd had gone, the removal men moved in,
and the sound of the wrecking ball could be heard approaching."

"THE SOURCE
For All Your MG Needs
"

M & G VINTAGE AUTO
265 ROUTE 17
P.O. BOX 226
TUXEDO PARK, NY 10987
Toll Free 800-631-8990
In N.Y. 914-753-5900
FAX 914-753-5613
Catalogs available upon request,
MGT - MGA - MGB
We run a body shop, do component
rebu~ldlngand restoration, and have
a Showroom of Vlntage cars

INVESTMENT IN A LEGEND
Aurhon!cd \lo\\ Dc\rnburor

(For the benefit of our younger readers, in 1981 the rate of the American
Dollar against the English Pound was $2.40 t o one pound!)

The MG flag, the gates, the sign-everything was sold!
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LETTERS TO T H E REGISTER
Dear Register,
I am enclosing a check for membership renewal. The MGB REGISTER is
great and we look forward to every issue of the "MCBDriver'?
Also I enclose a short poem written by my wife, Joyce, about our MGB.
When I bought it, it didn't run. I had to fix a spun bearing and other mechanical
problems. When we did finally get her on the road we got a license tag which
reads, "Old MG", hence the title of the poem.

The "Old" MC
Oh ... what a sight it was to see,
When first towed in it did arrive,
Towed from California,
T'was impossible to drive!
Oh..So imperfect, and very unsightly,
The engine wouldn't even run,
Then Mike, the mechanic, got to work,
And turned it into NUMBER ONE!
With the engine rebuilt and the body redone,
It was as good as it could be,
That's why it's hard to understand,
Why he calls it the OLD MG!
Sincerely,
Joyce and Michael Russell
McDonough, GA
and now a long letter ... but very pertinent!

IS ANYBODY OUT THERE?
Dear Register,
I've enjoyed reading the "Driver"for a couple of years now and from issue
to issue have read some items that made me wish to comment in return. Each
time I started to write, I stopped and felt my thoughts were just the non-focused
ramblings of another MG enthusiast. However some of the articles in the July
issue of the "Driver"seem to focus in on my deepest concerns.
I have been actively involved in MG clubs since 1986, and as past President
of the Peachtree MG Registry, helped in the running of the 1990 MGB
Convention in Atlanta, following which I was highly in favor of the North
American MGB Register being formed. The Convention you may recall was open
to all MGs, in fact best of show went to an MCA, in pursuit of my goal of seeing a
National Convention for ALL MGs! I am hoping the 1996 MG National will be
close enough for me to attend, as for me it would be a dream come true. (How
about Indianapolis in 19967-Ed!)
Both our Chairman and Secretary tend to end their homilies with statements of driving ("Drive your MGB"-"See you on the roadn--etc.), in fact the

,

very name of this journal is the "MGBDriver". This is important to me as ten
years ago I purchased my 1973 Black Tulip MGB as a form of inexpensive, reliable transportation, with enough class, for me to feel proud as I drive it. It has
been my main source of transportation for over ten years. Two years after I
bought my MGB, we sold the Buick and my wife Paula bought herself an MGB.
We have been totally "British" ever since and despite dire predictions of failed
transportation, we have had very few problems. Recently we took Paula's 'B to
Vermont and back, 2,725 miles and one quart of oil but no trouble!
The point of all this is that despite belonging to both a local and a National
MG club we seem to be the only ones around who drive their car as real transportation! Phil and Dallas Smith's article in the July "Driver"hits the point. They
refer to MG cars as reliable, however any car, MG or otherwise, will not be reliable if they are treated as "toys". Which brings me to the question, "Is there anybody else out there like us?"
This brings me to address the issue of showing your car. 1 do show my MGB
and have had good fortune in most of the Southeast shows I have entered.
However in Jim Pelliterie's letter, (July, '93 "Driver1>
he places no value on a
show car's noble ability to run as an everyday driver. Quote, "A car show is just
that, a car show, not a driving event"! Well Jim, I have competed against you in
shows and I guess you have no idea of how much effort I have put into cleaning
up my car after a Georgia winter of snow and rain. It's not hard to keep a car
clean if it is never driven, and how much satisfaction can there be if the car isn't
expected to perform as dependable transportation? Again I ask, "Is there anybody else out there like us?"
Finally another matter of concern to me is how car shows are classed, and
I'm glad that Marcham Rhoade made the distinction between original 'Concours'
and 'Pride of Ownership' classes back in the March issue. MG car clubs would
not be as special without either, as it is important to see and study the totally
original MG as it left the factory. But I think finesse and innovations are what
create inspiration in a car club. Each of our MGBs have their own personalities.
Paula's car has Minilites, a roll bar, and a downdraft Weber, whereas my MGB
has chrome wires, Nardi wood steering wheel, and highly polished S.U carbs. If
this letter is published then, thanks Marcham and thanks to fellow members for
taking time to read it. If there is anybody else out there like us, please drop us a
line or let the "Driver"have your views.
Sincerely,
Chris and Paula Gore
Dahlonega, GA

(Well I drive one of my MCBs every day (when I'm home), and have driven
coast to coast no less than seven times in an MCB! So I have every sympathy for
some o f the points of view Chris espouses, and I tell you, if Syd Enever could see
some of the show MCBs we see today, he'd be turning in his grave and muttering,
"The daft bugger, why doesn't he just drive the bloody thing!"But then again, what
did Syd know?-Ed).

... now after two letters from the deep South we have ...
Continued on page 22
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Letters to the Register - Continued from page 21
LETTER FROM ALASKA!
Dear Register,
Well another summer has come and gone, and I did get my 1975 MGB
almost completed (king pins need fixing!) I found the 'B on the road between
Kenai and Soldotna where the 'For Sale' sign pulled me like a moth t o a candle!
Wire wheels, hardtop and all only $1,200.
I called the number and told the seller I didn't want to start it up or even
drive it. If he would take my check we had a deal. (Where did these words come
from? I was out of control!) When I finally did start it up I was as high a s a kite ...
the 'B had spent its entire life (so far) in Alaska, and it came with all the dealer
info, original registration and owner's handbook.
The clutch was shot but there was a new one in the trunk-What a deal! My
friend Van helped me fetch it and we drove it to his house, put it in his garage
and stood back to admire my purchase. Van, for some reason looked a t me with
a strange smile. He said a friend of his had an MGB and told him that you had t o
have two inch wrists and three elbows t o work on these cars. Van then proceeded to jack the MGB up but to my dismay the jack went up but the 'B stayed put!
What had I gotten myself into? So, it was decided to drive it until it rotted away,
how can you lose for twelve hundred dollars?
At first I was upset, and when I got it home and reached up under the wings
and felt the rusted out wheel arches I was even more horrified. I went through a
lifetime of emotions that first week, and when I got my MGB catalog from one of
the specialists I realized that all it would take for my 'B to live again would be a
lot of money and hours of work! However, I have t o admit I've enjoyed every
minute of it. The wire feed welder I got for Christmas three years ago would
finally find some use.
When you buy a new car, the excitement of the purchase lasts until that
new car 'smell' goes away. However when you rebuild a car, every time the mail
man or the UPS truck comes the excitement happens again and again! When I
pulled the engine to replace the clutch, I decided to rebuild it (did I mention the
speedo said 5,000 miles?) and it was a good thing I did because I found one of
the main bearings was unhealthy. I learned to weld and I also learned what h a p
pens when you hit hidden rust with the hot wire. Yes ... you can weld in mid-air!
It took 15 months to do it but now it is great fun t o drive on our bumpy,
curvy, hilly Alaskan roads, and when I finish the video of the rebuild I will send
you a copy. By the way, thanks for a super magazine. The "MGB Driver" has
been a great motivator during the times I thought this project would never be
finished!
"Safety Fast"
Bill Toppa
Kenai. AK
(Thanks Bill. It can't be easy up there 'Bing an MGB person-By the way, Isn't
that your car on the front of the recent issue of "Moss Motoring" with the moose?Ed)

Bill Toppa's MGB

SOUTHERN LAMENT
Dear Register,
After a couple of years with the "other guys", I now really enjoy belonging
to the North American MGB Register and have gained some valuable advice and
information from the pages of the "MGB Driver", and look forward to each issue.
However, I would really like to attend a Register event down here in my
neck of the woods. Everything seems to take place up north! Would it b e possible to organize an event south of the invisible border that seems to preclude
any Register activity in the deep south?
You'd certainly have my support and that of many others, I'm sure.
Sincerely,
Tom Masters
TN

-

(Well Tom, I for one, hear what you're saying and you are not alone in your
feelings. I'm sure many members and the Executive Committee would love to come
down there for a Regional, or even a National meet. However this Register is a two
way street, and so far, no Chapter or local club has come up with a firm proposal
to hold a meeting in the deep south for MGB Register members. Maybe your letter
will spur them into action and we'll be able to enjoy the southern hospitality we
hear so much about. The National Officers would offer a wide variety of assistance
to any club who wishes to come up with a venue and plan for such a meeting.
Could it not be a Regional event combined with one of those great British car
days we see reported every year?-Ed)

THE MGB 2 LITER W I N CAM
"With the MGB's body confirmed, work went ahead on the new car's choice
of power unit. It was obvious from the beginning that the chassis could absorb
more power than the B-Series pushrod engine could produce. EX21412 was a
scheme for fitting a V4 Two Liter engine. This unit which had been experimentally developed at Longbridge under Dr. Duncan Stuart's direction was also available in V6 form. It was clearly inspired by Lancia experience but while that shallow V had cylinders at 22 degrees t o each other, the BMC unit had its cylinders
at 18 degrees. It had been made both in iron and alloy, and the high-placed
camshaft was driven by a toothed rubber belt and actuated a BMW-type cross
pushrod overhead valve layout. The V engine project was eventually abandoned
by BMC in view of the enormous investment required t o produce it.
Variation EX21413 was for the MCA's Twin Cam engine and this unit although
very popular, was also very unreliable and production was not continued. There
was also a development exercise with one of the 2.7 Liter Coventry Climax
Fours-the power unit with which Jack Brabham gave the Indy establishment
something t o think about way back in 1961!
There was also a 2-Liter development around 1965, created by lopping cylinders three and four from the current BMC 'C' series unit. The oversquare 89 x
80mm 1990cc four was fitted with an experimental dual overhead cam alloy head
and dual sidedraft 40mm carburetors. The engine offered around 160 horsepower compared t o the B's 96 and was a performance engine to match the MGB's
sporting image.
Once the experimental engines were produced, Abingdon embarked upon a
series of test programs. The engines were equipped with Hewland five-speed
transmissions and fitted t o MGBs. Of these seven, bearing chassis numbers, 652,
653, 654, 655 and 658/9/10 the last three were left hand drive examples. The cars
were shipped t o America on an evaluation program because there were thoughts
of selling the model in the United States. Unfortunately the idea was stillborn
because of British Leyland's antipathy towards MG, latterly in favor of corporate
sports car rivals, Triumph, and snowballing safety and emission requirements."
From "MCB, The Illustrated History" and "MGB, The Complete Story".
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NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER
CONCOURS/CONDITION SCORING SHEET
Dennis Trowbridge, our Register Concours Co-ordinator has submitted a
draft judging/scoring sheet, for possible future use a t NAMGBR events. This follows his suggested conditions which were given in the July/August issue of the
"MGBDriver". Look it over, and send any comments/criticisms to the Editor of the
"Driver",s o the form may be finalized before the start of the 1994 season.
EVENT
CAR NO
CLASS
ENTRANTS NAME
JUDGES NAMES: TECH
VIN NUMBER

DATE
CONDITION
REG.NUMBER

EXTERIOR (50 points each line)
PAINT(Condition/Color)
SHEET METAL
TOTAL

(A)
CONDITION

EXTERIOR TRIM (Maximum 10 points each line)
CHROME
BADGES
TOP
GLASS
BUMPERS
LIGHTSILENSES
TOTAL
INTERIOR (10 points each line)
SEATS
CARPETSfMATS
GAUGES
FASCIA
DOOR PANELS
SHIFT KNOB/BOOT
STEERING WHEEL
BADGES
SUNVISORS
LIGHTS
TOTAL
BOOTITRUNK (10 Points each line)
SPARE WHEEL
JACK
TOOL KIT
OWNERS MANUAL
LIGHT
CLEANLINESS
TOTAL
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ORIGINALITY
MILEAGE

0

ORIGINALITY

WHEEJS & UNDERCARRIAGE (10 Points each line)
WHEELS
TYRES
FRONT SUSPENSION
REAR SUSPENSION
EXHAUST
WHEEL WELL/ARCH SECTIONS
BRAKE DRUMS
REAR BACKING PLATES
SHOCKS
TOTAL
ENGINE BAY (10 points each line)
RADIATOR
MOTOR
WIRING
CARBS
OIL COOLER
HOSES
PAINT
BADGES/DECALS
CLEANLINESS
TOTAL
GRAND TOTAL (For A and 9
TECHNICAL (10 Points each line)
HEADLIGHTS
HORN(S)
TURN SIGNALS
HAZARD FLASHERS
REVERSE LIGHTS
SEAT BELTS
SIDE MARKERS
PARKING/TAIL LIGHTS
BRAKE LIGHTS
WIPERS
START UP
GRAND TOTAL (For 9
CONCOURS A + B + C = TOTAL POINTS
TALLIED BY
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Exclusive Photographs of MC RV8 Production at Cowley Taken from a
Forthcoming V8 Book by David Knowles to be Published Spring, 1994.

An RV8 during the installation o f its suspension. Photo: David Knowles

What a sight! RV8 engines from Rover's Solihill factory awaiting installation in the
bodyshell. Photo: David Knowles
28

Roy Belcher, who formerly worked on the original MGB GT V8 at Abingdon, is seen
here helping install the 3.9 litre alloy V8 enghe in an RV8. Photo: ~ a G Knowles
d

The finished article. This is the first production MG RV8 which forms part o f the
Heritage Museum Collection. Its chassis number is 000251. MG historians will smile
at that little touch! Photo: David Knowles
29

MC MECCA-Gate

#3, Abingdop on Thames

In this period shot we can see CT bodyshells entering "A 'Blcok (right) to begin their journey tllrough the plant, while on the left in front o f "B" Blcok can be seen the MC Works
fire engine, behind the Leyland "lorry".
30
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EMISSION CONTROLS
Werner Haussman
More and more states require yearly emission testing. This puts an additional burden on the MG owner to either find a mechanic willing to bring his car
up to the standards, or t o correct the situation himself. Without at least some
simple equipment, the do-it-yourself, amateur mechanic like myself has some difficulty to meet the tougher emission standards. But we can prepare the car to
where only a minor tweak is required t o meet the most stringent requirements. I
have prepared several of my friends' cars to meet the local requirements and
have yet t o find a car that cannot pass the test. Depending on the requirements
and the year, no smog pump is required.

Background
It helps t o understand how emissions are minimized in your engine s o let's
talk a little about that. Look at the graph t o the right. It shows the amount of CO
(Carbon Monoxide) and HC (Hydrocarbon) that is generated by the engine with a
certain mixture of gas and air. The vertical line represents the ideal air to fuel
ratio. The air and fuel are matched such that all the gas is burned (when burned
outside the engine). To t h e left lambda is said to be less than one (more gas than
needed), to the right more than one (too much air) and when the mixture is right
on the ideal lambda is 1. Most cars will run very well with the mixture slightly rich
(lambda less than l), but only a specially designed car will run at lambda = 1 or
greater). Carburetors can be set to any mixture but they tend not to be very good
at keeping that setting over time and over different operating conditions. Our MG
engines were designed to run at lambda = .85 (rich). A properly set SU carburetor
will be set rich. The later models can be set less rich, but not too close to l a m b
da = 1, because over time and under some operating conditions the mixture will
be too lean for the engine. When the mixture is too lean, the car will miss, some
gas will not burn, and the HC emissions go up. So to summarize, to get the emissions a s low a s possible we have to run the engine lean without having the car
miss. If the mixture is too lean the car misses and the HC goes up (and it runs
lousy)
Looking at the above graph would indicate the emissions are pretty bad even
when the correct mixture is set. Two things make them get better, the air pump,
and the catalytic converter. With the air pump and catalytic converter the HC
and the CO are dramatically reduced and if the mixture is between .99-1 then the
NO is almost eliminated by the catalytic converter.
Here are some numbers as a comparison, all are at idle;
'77 MGB, w/air pump and catalytic
'77 MGB, no air pump
'74%MGB, no air pump
'74 MGB, no air pump (85,000 mi)

CO

HC

.83%
4.24%
3.39%
2.99%

27PPM
420PPM
985PPM
344PPM

Emission Tune Up
To minimize the emission of our MG will require a tune u p in three areas; the
fuel air mixture, the ignition, and the air injection. The following steps are the
most important in getting the emissions minimized without effecting the car's drivability. Some are less important than others, but every little bit will add up to
getting a car that passes the emission test. These do not have to be done all at
once; I prefer to do these steps one at a time
1. First let's d o the easy part, change the oil. Yes, changing the oil will help
the emissions.
2. This section is especially critical if you have removed the fan belt of the air
pump. A couple of words of caution. If you remove the fan belt of the air pump
the Dump will rust inside and seize up because of the exhaust getting into the
pump chamber, if you also remove the air hose to the air manifold, the manifold
will break from the vibration. To properly disconnect the pump, remove the
pump and the manifold and plug the manifold holes with a X" fine thread bolt.
Local laws may not allow that. In that case, you are better t o leave the pump running; it will last longer.
Leave the pump on but remove the hose to the air manifold. Start the engine,
and check that air comes out of the pump; it does not have to be much. If you
have a gauge you should get more than 2 Ibs./sq. in. at idle. The specification is 3
Ibs./sq. in. Increase the engine rpm, the pressure should rise to about 4 to 6
Ibs./sq. in. but only rise slowly beyond that. Original air pumps are a bit hard to
get. but non-originals can be fitted (that is another story). Turn off the engine and
remove the air manifold.
You should hear the exhaust coming out of the holes where the air manifold
goes when you start the engine. Place a piece of paper over the holes to see if any
are plugged. The exhaust should push the paper aside. CAUTION: There is a brass
injector in the hole. The injectors may be free in the cylinder head and care must
be taken to ensure that they are not displaced during the test. Wear safety goggles, and stay away from the air manifold holes.
Turn off the engine. Using a %" (k;' will work) drill bit clean out the holes on
the engine block where the air manifold belongs. First wrap the end of the drill
bit with some tape then using the tape a s a handle, gently 'drill' out the air passage. Be very careful you d o not go too far in and damage the exhaust valve. It's
a good idea to take off the valve cover, then turn the engine until the valve stem
above the air passage is all the way up.
Now that the air passages are all clean remove the check valve on the air
manifold and then blow out the air manifold. Make sure all the passages are clear.
With your mouth blow through the check valve, you should only be able t o pass
air one way. Do not use pressurized air. Replace it if faulty. Clean out the rubber
hose. When all is clean reassemble back onto the car the air manifold, the check
valve, and the hose between the check valve and the air pump. Don't put the belt
on the air pump yet.
3. If you haven't adjusted the valves in a long time, now is the time t o d o it.
Put the valve cover back and make sure the engine is still running. Take a
break.
0

,

Continued on page 34
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Emission Controls - Continued from page 33
4. Let's move to the ignition. The idea here is to get a s much spark t o the
plugs a s possible. More spark will help ignite the fuel-air mixture. If we don't get
ignition, the 'miss' will cause HC (unburned fuel) in the exhaust.
Check the plug and distributor wires with an ohmmeter. Wiggle them. You should
get a steady reading of less than 10k ohms (10,000 ohms). If you don't have an
ohmmeter look at them carefully. If the rubber looks brittle, if it is cracked, or if
it is more than 10 years old, replace them. Inspect the distributor rotor and cap.
Replace them only if the contacts look pitted or the plastic is cracked. Clean the
contacts with an eraser and wipe or wash the plastic clean.
Remove the plugs and replace them with Platinum plugs. Set the plug gap. With
an electronic ignition and the right coil the gap will be set bigger; that's good. If
you d o not have an electronic ignition, think about getting one. The electronic
ignition and coil will give you just an extra little spark that adds up t o better HC
when running lean. If you don't have an electronic ignition then make sure the
points and condenser is good.
Blow or suck on the vacuum hose of the distributor. You should not be able to
blow air through the hose and you should be able to get a vacuum on the hose. If
not, the hose, or the vacuum unit on the distributor is bad.
Set the ignition timing with a timing light according to the instructions in front of
the radiator. Set it with the vacuum hose disconnected. 15 degrees advance at
1,000 rpm usually works well for cars after 1972.
5. Now we come to the final tune up. Start the engine and let it fully warm up.
Remove the air filters, for the two carburetor engine. Tuning the carburetors is
actually very easy, when they are working properly. Most of the time they are in
need of a rebuild and therefore any instructions from The Chairman or from the
manual will not work. At this point, t h e engine should b e running. T o check the
carbs, lean one out until the engine starts to run rough. The engine will pick up
speed slightly and then start t o stall a s you lean out the mixture. When the engine
starts to stall, turn the adjustment back a little. Check the other.
If the engine does not stumble a s you lean the adjustment, the carburetor is running too rich and needs a new needle and jet. On two carb cars the other carb
may be running very rich. Lean out both carbs in turn until you can get both carbs
t o cause the engine to run rough. This is the most common problem I have seen
with a carburetor tune up and failing the emission tests. Don't go on if you can't
find the point of adjustment on the carburetor that will cause the engine t o run
rough.
Now let's d o the final adjustment. Adjust the idle to about 1,000 rpm. Find the mixture adjustment where the engine just begins to stumble and then back off until
the engine runs smoothly, about M turn. Do this for each carb and then go back to
adjust the idle to 1,000 rpm. If the engine shakes it may be too lean. We still have
the belt off the air pump. Each carb is a little different and this is not a complete
carb tuneup. For a complete adjustment including the mechanical see one of the
many excellent write ups by John Twist, or the manual.
At this point if you can get a CO meter like the one Moss Motors sells, hook it up
and let it stabilize. Use it only to make a final tweak. Adjust each carb to about
3.5%CO or a s stated on the underhood sticker. The belt is still off the air pump.
The carb should only need a little tweak. Adjust each the same amount. If it takes
more than a little tweak, something is wrong. I have found that the CO meter is a
really good check to see if the carbs and everything are working, but I still had to
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ask my friendly garage t o let me make the final tweak on his machine. Except
when the air pump and converter are on the car. You see the emission test is for
CO and HC. If you adjust for minimum CO, the engine will run lean, and start missing, then the HC will go way up. You can't see the HC on a CO meter. So adjust the
CO for a s high a s the test will allow in your state, but leave about
for error in
the CO meter. Now put the air pump belt back on if you have an air pump
installed.
If you can't get a CO meter, put the air pump belt back on, and get the car tested.
Check the results. With no air pump; if the CO is high and the HC low, adjust the
mixture a little more lean 6!( - X turn). If the CO is way within the test limits and
the HC high, the mixture is too lean, the engine is missing and probably shakes
(adjust it more rich). If the CO is just within limits and the HC is high you may
have t o go t o an electronic ignition and platinum plugs or maybe the choke is on.
I haven't been able to tell much when the air pump is connected, usually the car
passes the test easily with the air pump connected.
The best thing, is t o find someone willing t o let you make your final adjustment a t
the shop. I found that many shops will d o a test for you, let you make an adjustment, and then repeat the test. This costs you two tests, but it also gets the job
done quickly. Good luck.

While oisiting Mark Hyman's lot in St. Louis we found this collection of MGBs, old
and new!

Dark Corners - continued from Page 12
The basement was like several other things I had observed; the rough,
unvarnished underside of our living room coffee table, or the tacky fiberboard
backside of our family TV.Ugly and unpleasant because they were meant not t o
be seen. And this is a concept I've never liked whether I've found it in hotels, TV
sets, countries or cars. Cleaning up dark corners and taking away their mystery
has always seemed to be work worth doing. Even if you have to trick yourself
into doing it!
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MGB FIBERGLASS REAR ROAD SPRINGS

Doug Jackson, British Automotive

At last, we are pleased to announce the finalized development of our MGB
fiberglass rear road springs. These springs (#lo0 MGB Roadster/#135 MGB GT)
are designed for use either with OEM lever or telescopic shock absorbers. If you
are using the latter set-up, please read the additional information. These rearched spring assemblies will lower your rear ride height by approximately 1".
Having said that however, it is important to know what starting point you base
this on. The two main factors involved are: 1. Vehicle weight and 2. Condition and
number of the original road springs.
Moss Europe's Performance Manual (Part #MGL0114) gives the front ride
heights only and is an approximation, there are no rear ride heights given.
However we have found that the chrome moldings on the front and rear fenders,
provide an excellent reference from which to measure (when fitted straight!) We
recommend a front and rear ride height of 13X' for all chrome-bumpered MGBs
and MGB GTs measured from the underside of the moulding to the center of the
road wheel. For the rubber-bumpered MGB (1974Konwards) we recommend a
ride height of 14Y. Should you desire to lower your rear suspension even further
X' lowering blocks are available in !T increments. Also available are front suspension spring spacers which will raise the front ride height approximately 36"
each (maximum two per side).
With the regular steel spring manufacturing process, there is a tolerance factor in the spring rate. This is also true during the fiberglass spring manufacturing
molding process. However this should not prove a problem due to the inherent
compliance factor of this type of spring (see feature "MCB Driver" MarchlApriI,
1993). The rear spring that you order will be individually tested and sold as a
matching set.

PANHARD ROD
The fitting of this part is without a doubt one of the major handling improvements you can make to your MGB. Recommended for use with either steel or
fiberglass road springs, the benefits are:
1. Reduces lateral body movement over the rear axle.
2. The ability to align the rear axle for reduced thrust angle.
Both of these result in reduced bump steer, and in addition, 15" road wheels
and 195/60/15 modern low profile performance tires can be used. However this
could depend upon the rear vehicle ride height and the inner fender-tetire clearance. Even if the thrust angle is minimal, there is no guarantee this distance will
be equal from side to side.
For further information contact Doug Jackson at British Automotive in
Novato, California, (415)883-7200.
A

OUR TECHNICAL COORDINATOR
Bob Mason to the Rescue!
Thanks for all your letters and calls since the last issue, but don't forget, that
down here in Alabama, we go to bed three hours earlier than you people out on
the West Coast, and it's not much fun being asked about carburetors at 2 o'clock
in the morning! Also do remember that stamped, self-addressed envelope if you
require a personal reply ... now here's Joe from Virginia.
Dear Bob,
Although I'm not an experienced mechanic I can usually figure things out and
I've decided to finally do something about the wheel 'shimmy' on my 1970 MGB.
1 propose to replace the front end bushings, king pins and wheel races with new
stock parts. However before I begin 1 have a few questions:
1) In order to properly install king pin bushings is a reamer (Moss #386-370)
really necessary? At $179.50 it's not exactly cheap.
2) Does the NAMGBR maintain a special tool loan program for members and
if so how can I make arrangements to borrow this bushing reamer?
3) Are there any other tips to make this job easier?
Any information you might pass on will be very much appreciated.
Sincerely,
Joseph Doudera
Virginia Beach, VA
Dear Joseph,
Many thanks for your letter and the S.A.S.Enve1ope. As you probably already
know, new kingpin bushings only come as part of a minor/major kingpin repair
kit. These kits contain 2 large and 2 small bushings, and if damage is done to any
bush you only recourse is to purchase another complete kit. So care must be
taken not only in the reaming of the bushings, but in their installation as well.
Accurate reaming is a MUST to assure the proper clearance and alignment
between the upper and lower bush in each stub axle unit to ensure there will be
no binding of the kingpin when turning, and this in-line reaming is difficult at best
without the use of the factory type of reamer. An experienced machine shop
should be able to install these bushings and ream them accurately with an
adjustable reamer, with a self-centering guide point. You should be able to locate
such a shop in your area, if not, contact Bill Ludtke in Fairfax, VA on (703)3231260,for if Bill does not have a reamer then he should be able to provide you with
information on someone in the area who does have the factory reamer.
The Haynes workshop manual does not cover the procedure, however it is
covered in the Robert Bentley workshop manual, detailing the procedure and the
correct way of installing the bushes in the correct direction. As you say, the Moss
price is a bit hefty but is good value for the factory tool, because of its expense
few clubs have such a tool available and this is one reason why you see many
shops offering stub axles with the bushings installed and correctly reamed.
Front wheel 'shimmy' is seldom caused by play in the kingpins. More likely it
comes from loose tie rod ends, excessive play in the steering rack, wheel bearings
too loose (these can be adjusted with the use of shims to obtain the correct
freeplay), bent or out of balance wheels or badly worn tires.

Continued on page 38
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Technical Coordinator - Continued from page 37
Finally if you have never disassembled the front suspension of an MGB, I
would highly recommend that you find someone to assist you who has undertaken this job before. It can be dangerous if proper equipment is not used! I hope the
foregoing will help you in this somewhat tedious procedure. Good Luck!
Bob

... and now some more questions from underneath the MGB!
Dear Bob,
Thanks for your recent remarks on the coolant recovery system. Maybe you
recall some time ago in the "Driver", there was a reference in your column to
'Duck's Disease' and the question of MGB rear leaf springs? I ran into a problem
when I tried to remove the rear springs from the 1973 MGB GT-mainly the
removal of the front spring eye bolt.
It seems that the bolt and the inner metal sleeve of the Silentbloc bushing
rust firmly together, and in addition the rubber bond that originally holds the
inner sleeve, deteriorates and allows the bolt to turn with the inner sleeve
attached-making it bloody impossible to extract the bolt! I found this condition on
both rear springs and finally used a Sawsall to cut through the bolt on each side
of the spring eye, s o that the spring cleared the body bracket.
1 then inspected both rear springs which when removed seemed to have the
right amount of positive camber-6%" (almost!) The top three leaves looked OK
but the lower leaves had a negative camber, and so I'm having the leaves cold set
to bring the lower leaves back into business and I believe this will do the trick. I
think it might be worth discussing these problems in a future issue of the excellent "MCB Driver".
Cordially,
Paul Linney
Raleigh, NC
Dear Paul
Your comments are well taken about the rear spring problems for a future
"Driver" article, but as you have so well described, many of our 'problems' and
their solving are, little more than an application of a bit of common sense to the
situation at hand.
The particular bolt through the front bushing of the leaf spring and its attendant rusting problems can equally apply to the front lower control arm V8 bushing, and the rubber bushings at the top of the front kingpin which attaches to the
shock absorber. All of these areas were assembled without lubricant of any type,
and the many years of being exposed to the elements, have created a situation
where they rust and have become 'welded' at their jointing surfaces.
As you so quickly found out on the spring bolt, the usual solution is to cut
through the bolt, drop the spring, and then drift out the remaining portion of the
bolt. Then you need only find a new bolt of the proper dimensions with a full
unthreaded shoulder area for the bush to ride on. Coat the bolt with an anti-seize
lubricant and reinstall. Be sure the new bolt is at least a "Grade-5" or better yet,
"Grade-8" strength.
The worst scenario that we find all too often of a frozen bolt, is at the bottom
of the kingpin, which then passes through the two lower control arms, but this is
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always (100%) caused by the failure of the ownertdriver to have used the grease
gun at the prescribed intervals. I have seen frozen bolts at 40,000 miles and
unworn units at 140,000 miles, always dependent upon the use or non-use of the
grease gun!
When this particular bolt is frozen to the distance tube, the only alternative
is cutting off the head of the bolt with a hacktcutting saw or cutting torch-Only
to find that the hole in the control arms has become elongated requiring replace
ment, and that the bushing at the bottom of the kingpin is ruined, requiring
replacement of the bushing and/or complete kingpin assembly! A rather expensive proposition caused entirely by the NON-application of a little chassis grease.
Many MG owners are now finding out what happens when an anti-sieze product was not used at initial installation. This material is available at most auto supply or machine shops and is a MUST for application to any bolt or thread that will
not be disturbed for many thousands of miles. I hope the above will be of use to
you and good luck with your spring problem.
Sincerely,
Bob
That's it for this year! Seasonal Greetings from Sue and myself!!
Bob

/

59.95
120.00
120.00

TUBE SHOCKS

4995
12000
59 95

- Call for price

assrstance. Shock links rebuilt. $25.00 each. Please

are recerved. Please include $5.00 per shock shipprng. VISA. MC.. C.O.D. orders welcome. Free catalog

TO SHIP: Please add 55.00 for shipping.

NOW A REAL MGB TWIN CAM!
Tom Yancey
Well it didn't happen that way, but perhaps it could if BMC had had the
money and the inclination. When I had completed restoring the 1969 MGB for my
daughter I found myself with the following residue:
1) A rusted out 1974 MGB that had been converted t o rubber bumpers with
lots of Bondo. A 1977 vintage drivetrain was in the driver's seat. The engine had
been run t o destruction, and had spun crank bearings and a cracked head that
had been gas welded.
2) A rusted out 1972 MGB that had been restored with good 01' Bondo and
had then rusted out again! It did have a complete drivetrain and removable hard
top. I bought it for the engine that was supposed t o have been running-same old
story-cracked head!
3) A rusted out 1965 MGB that had seen a hard life, it had no drivetrain but a
good title.
4) A 1980 MGB with no drivetrain, having suffered an engine compartment
fire that burnt up the wiring harness, but with a good body and interior.
I enjoyed restoring and driving the '69 1 gave t o my daughter and wanted one
for myself, s o I decided that the best way t o get my own MGB and use the residue
would be t o re-body the 1965 using the 1980 tub. About this time I discovered that
the '69 had a cracked head. I replaced it with the welded 1977 head but was
becoming very concerned about the reliability of the MGB engine, after all I was
now the proud owner of three engines with cracked heads! 1 therefore considered
the possibility of an engine swap for my car, after all a re-bodied 1965 using a 1980
tub could never be considered original, s o this might be an interesting project
where I could let my imagination run wild.
The ultimate MGB is supposed t o be the MGB V8 with the ex-GM BOP 3.5 liter
alloy engine. I have heard of '60s BOP V8s being available but those early engines
had a tendency t o blow head gaskets. I understand that Rover fixed t h e problem
with a new head design. 1 don't know how difficult it would be t o find the engine
and transmission from a wrecked Range Rover but I'm sure it would be expensive!
There are plenty of American V6 and V8 engines that would work but might prove
too much for the car and the drivetrain. Some Japanese engines have a well
deserved reputation for reliability, and used engines with only 30,000 miles on the
clock a r e available at low cost from several dealers. Some NissanIDatsun engines
appear t o have been cast from the same molds a s the MGB engine, but the MGB
deserves a "performance engine" not a pushrod clone of the old Austin power
plant. The Toyota 18R-G for example, is a double overhead cam,l6OHP, high-performance engine that never sold in the United States. I managed t o find one with
dual "sidedraft-Weber-work-alike"carburetors for $550 (about a third of the price
of overhauling a 'B engine) and I decided t o go for it!
Of course, nothing is a s easy a s it first seems! To lower the ride height I
swapped all the front suspension parts from the '80 cross member t o the '65
cross member and installed the '65 crossmember. I kept the rear suspension
stock because of the factory sway bar and installed lowering blocks. I cut the
cowl from the '65 tub and welded it on the '80 tub t o provide attaching points for
the '65 instrument panel. I then had t o modify the firewall and steering column s o
that the '65 column could be used. I cut the area below the tail lights from the
1965 and welded them on the '80, removed the center windshield wiper from the

'80 wiper assembly and closed
off t h e center
wiper hole in the
cowl.
The 18R-G
oil pan interfered with the
cross member,
s o I cut a section out of the
crossmember
and welded a
section of !P
~ h ,MGB
e
Twin Cum o f Torn Yuncey
c late back in. I
fabricated the exhaust header from "Un-bend tubing and found Pinto
alternator that would fit both the engine compartment space and the 18R-G
engine and installed it. Of course, Ford uses weird alternator and regulator
wiring, s o it took a lot of head scratching t o make it work! I coupled the Toyota
speedometer drive cable t o the MG cable and found the speedometer t o be about
13%fast. I replaced the 18 tooth speedometer drive gear with a 20 tooth gear from
my local Toyota dealer and ended up with only a 3% error, well within tolerance.
So at last, after 2%years, the MGB is on the road and I believe has the performance it should have had since the beginning. The engine has a nice throaty
roar when all four carb butterflies open up and it moves along quite nicely (and
quickly!) The clutch is heavier that the stock MGB due t o the use of an MG master cylinder and a Toyota slave cylinder, but it works. DMV does not require smog
inspections for 1965 and earlier foreign cars, however I had my MGB inspected by
a BAR representative who found it met all requirements.
1 plan t o keep the car stock appearing and use it a s a daily driver. The only
thing 1 don't like are the Rostyle wheels. 1 tried t o disguise them with wheel covers but they're ugly too, s o I hope t o come across a set of Minilites some day
soon, o r convert t o wires.
-
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UNIVERSITY MOTORS SUMMER PARTY, 1993
Frilford Heath, Special Correspondent
Hey! Was this a party or what? Listen to what they said-"Best MG event I've
ever been to!" and "I should have come to this a long time agon!!
From Thursday evening registration through to the final Sunday blast around
Gratten Raceway, the sight and the sound of MGs filled the air around Grand
Rapids for the 17th Annual University Motors MG event, which as expected
proved to be the biggest ever. The featured MGs this time were those belonging
to the "Original Owners", those who had kept their car from new. The oldest of
these was a 1950 MG TD, and over fifty 'originals' gathered with their original documents, for a humorous evening of spinning stories related to their ownership of
the cars. Divorces and conceptions were recurrent themes and I don't intend to
expand on these tales in what is after all a family magazine!
Art Lewis, of Old Speckled Hen infamy, conducted his usual tour of the city,
and pre-tour we were honored(?) by a visit from the Michigan State police who
displayed two rather quick vehicles-a Camaro and a Mustang in the car park of
the Hilton Hotel. These immaculate vehicles looked rather out of place among s o
many beautiful MGs, but their drivers were really neat guys who were very interested especially in the Costello V8!
Saturday morning and everyone moved out to Douglas Walker Park, where
eventually row after row of gleaming MGs took to the field in a celebration of the
marque--nearly six hundred in all! The Original Owners, of course had pride of
place in the front line, flanked by the MG Club stands and a great turnout of vendors purveying all manner of spares, regalia and other items the MG aficionado
cannot afford to be without--or simply cannot afford! The North America MGB
Register stand was a very popular spot with many new members being welcomed
to the fastest growing MGB Club in the world! Voting in the various classes went
on throughout the day, and all the cars, from the 1932 MG 32 through to the 1993
Costello MGB V8 attracted a large and enthusiastic response from the thousands
of attendees.
An evening finale saw Ron Gammons, Chairman of the MG Car Club of
England address the assembled throng at the awards dinner from which everyone
then retired to re-live the great days gone before and look forward to the breakfast and tour of the track at Gratten the following morning. Was this a great MG
party or what??!! You'd better believe it! Make sure you go next year for the 18th
U.M. bash ...
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Another

Carburetter
Restoration

ui?n
Bench

Sewice
PER PAIR

TC - TD - TF - MGA (H4). ...................$350
MGB - MIDGET (HS) ...................... $325
MGB(HIF) ...............................$350
REBUSH ONLY.. ......................... $75
Aluminium parts glassbeaded, threads chased, mating flanges
surfaced, bodies rebushed, suction chambers highly polished,
air pistons matched, brass linkages buffed, stekl parts replated.
NEW: Shafts 1Jets / Needles / Grose Jet /Gaskets

-

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS: Drain gasoline wrap - pack securely double box.lnclude letter with Name, Address, Shipping Address, Home Phone, Work Pt~one,Special Instructions or Requirements, MasterNisa Number, we'll call you before we return
the carb.
"Simply a Higher Degree of Excellenceu

614-F Eastern Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503-551 7
Phone (616) 245-2141
Fax (616) 245-MGMG (6464)
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University Motors' Summer Party-1 993!

LOVE BRITISH CARS?
exclusively to all
Brltish cars, from
classic to contemporary!

$31.95 TWO YEAR

Charge by phone!

All the way ti-om Ontario, only to be greeted by the Michigan State Police!

Kee~inaClassics Alive...
Practical Classlcs is Br~tain'sbestselllng classlc car magazlne.
Every month ~t'spacked w ~ t hvital
~nformatlon.
. ~ .
Full and part-rebuilds, restoration
techniques, pans and services. buying
guldes, home rebuilds. car discoveries and hundreds of affordable classlc cars
for sale1
Publ~shedon the second Fr~dayof
every month. Practical Class~cs is
ava~lablefrom your newsagents, or take

out a subscription and we'll arrange for a
year's supply to be posted to you - dlrect
and fresh from the printers.

-

Chrome bumpered MCBs at Twist's.
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Pracr~calClass~csS u b s c r l ~ t ~ o n s

PO BOX 500. Le~cester~ ~ OAA.
9 9
Credit card orders 0858 410888.

THE MCB GARAGE
Technical Tips to Make Your 'B More Enjoyable!
Our contributor this issue is Don Bishop, MGB Registrar of the MG Car Club
in England. At the last count their Register had 8,517members!

IMPROVE YOUR FRONT END STABILITY
I wrote about this ages ago so you may have got around to doing it already,
but if not, why not try a worthwhile modification to the front end of your MGB,
either Roadster or GT. A marked improvement in the front end performance can
be easily gained by changing the original wishbone bushes (the split rubber bushes, four each side as fitted, at the inner end of the wishbone arms) and replacing
them with the bushes fitted as standard on the MGB GT V8.
These bushes are one piece Metalastik-type bushes of a harder grade of rubber and with a steel sleeve, and you only have to fit two per side as opposed to
four. The V8 bushes (which at one time were Special Tuning parts for the MGB)
are a tight fit in the wishbone arms and care must be taken to insert them squarely into the arms. I found the easiest way was to file a small lead-in chamfer into
one side of each arm, then smear the bush with a little liquid detergent.
Enter the bush into the chamfer and give it a light tap with a rubber mallet to
start it, then do the rest with a vice-Don't forget the soft jaws please! The V8
bushings being harder and therefore less compliant, give a firmer ride and take
much of the "sponge" out of the front end, and they also last much, much longer
then the originals.
GIVE YOUR OIL COOLER SOME FLEX PROTECTION
Running on from the tip above, (and I must say I have never come across anyone else who has experienced this problem in the same context of rebushing the
front end!) in an incredibly short time after fitting the V8 bushes, I had no less
than THREE oil coolers go "pop" on me! My original cooler, a new replacement
and a replacement for the replacement all started leaking within about eight
weeks ...
I have always believed, (and still do) that the extra stiffness in the front suspension, conferred by the V8 bushes was causing a slight flexing of the apron
(radiator duct) on which the oil cooler is normally mounted rigidly, and this flexing was being transmitted to the cooler, causing it to pop its joints and leak.
My remedy was to undo the set bolts holding the cooler to the apron, and
thread a small rubber grommet on to each bolt under the cooler mounting lugs.
After bolting down the cooler once more, there was enough grip to keep the cooler firm but with just enough flexibility in the mounting, to protect the cooler from
any flexing which might take place. It worked for me. No more leaking oil coolers
after a job which took me all of ten minutes to complete!

BRITISH WIRE WHEEL
Dayton 2irniop
Eman

1650 Mansfleld Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
(408) 479-4495 - informat~on,orders
(800) WIRE-WHEEL - to request free catalogs

N E W WIRE WHEELS
Custom offsets, rtm sues, tubeless
Vlntage raclng appl~cattons
Conversions to wlre wheels
W I R E W H E E L RESTORATION,
RECONDITIONING & TRUING

W

**,,

pb

MINI LlTE

MINI-LITE REPRODUCTION - 15x6"

.

.

Avon
T I R EDunlop
S & TUB
M~chel~n
ES
BF Goodr~ch etc
Wh~tewalls8 Redwalls added
SPUNED HUBS, KNOCIGOFFS, HAMMERS

mantain the largest, most comprehensive inventory of the above products in the U.5
We offer knowledgeable sernce and the finest merchandise at the lowest price

BRITISH PARTS DIRECT has formed VINTAGE MG RACING SERVICES to
satisfy the increasingneeds of the MG Vintage enthusiast. We have successfully
sourced from all corners of the U.K. an exclusive range of parts to helpwith race
preparation and maintenance of MGA's, MGB's and Midgets too!
Items rangingfromfull motors in variousstatesof tune, to the leather bonnetlhold
down straps. In stock at all times are pistons, cams, carbs, headers, C/R - SIC
gear sets, LSD units, minilite wheels, B/O 8 WO. race tyres, suspension parts,
uprated shocks, springs, brake pads, etc. Pleasecall with your requirementsand
we'll offer our own racing experience 8 knowledge.
CUL FoaFmiW I l A a E PWF-

P r n CATUOO
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Exclusive shots o f t h e artist's impressions which accompanied t h e original MCB body shell quotations f r o m Pressed
Steel Fisher. This is h o w they envisaged t h e finished car
w o u l d look.

STREET
PERFORMANCE
You can reallv use

POWER: a Big-Bore combination that really works.
Matched components give you usable TORQUE at low RPM's. Forged Alloy
Pistons, Steel Billet Camshaft, Lightweight polished lifters. $749.
HANDLING: Flat cornering, neutral handl~ng,smooth rtding.
Fiberglass rear spring Kit. $279. Panhard Rod Kit $225. Tube shock Kit $249.
FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL US

AUTOMOTIVE
y BRITISH
(41 5) 382-7804

@a

MGB Stock and Custom Engines & Suspensions

V.O.R. SERVICE
We ship daily by U.P.S.
All orders received by 3:30
are shipped the same day.
Most Special Orders
within 48 hours.
Rush order Vehicle Off Road
service available until 6:30.
Shipping E Handling. Aaual UPS Fees Only

V.O. R. Charges: 3:305:00 $5.00
5:006:30 S l O . 0 0

We're Open on Saturdays, Too

SPORTS CAR
SERVICES
Westrninster, VT

8023874540

Photos courtesy of David Knowles.
48

SERVICE

PARTS

Westrninster. VT
802 387 4540
The difference between a good clutch job and
one that isn't is attention to detail. A clutch
assembly wears gradually beginning the first time
you use it, and you may not be aware ol this
progressive deterioration until the day you notice it
starting to slip.
When your clutch starts slipping, other wear
is usually present as well. Stripping a clutch
assembly generally reveals a scored flywheel, wear
in the release mechanism (such as the fulcrum
bushing and slave cylinder push md) and also quite
possibly leaky hydraulics .
We charge $275.00 labor to overhaul a clutch
here at Sports Car Services. In addition to fitting a
new Borg6Beck clutch (5185.00 for MGA.
$148.50 for MGB). we rectify the problems we
just discussed and some other related onea as well.
If the transmission input seal isn't leaking
now, it will be later, so we replace it. On an MGB
we also replace the engine rear main seal. Spongy
motor mounts or an oversized pilot bushing won't
enhance the action of a new clutch, so if it needs
them, we replace'em and the radiator hoses too.
Want to know more about our services? Give
us a call and we'll talk about MG's.

Same Day U.P.S.untll3:30
SERVICE PARTS
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THE 1974%MCB AND CT REGISTRY REPORT
Steve Harding
I mentioned in my first report (many moons ago!) that I would give you information on how to identify a 74%MGB or GT from other rubber bumpered MGBs:
1. The easiest method is by the Vehicle Identification number or VIN. The
VlNs for the 74% were GHN5/UE/360301-367647 (Roadster) and GHD5/UE/367721367818 (GT). The G at the end of the VIN signifies that the MG was built at the
Abingdon plant.
2. Another means of identification is by the "Date Plate" on the driver's side
door frame. The 74Ks were built between 9/74 and 12/74.
3. The 74% can also be differentiated from other MGBs in that they have both
rubber bumpers and twin SU carbs. This is not the most reliable method a s many
1975-'80 owners have taken off their Stromberg carbs thrown them a s far a s possible, then replaced them with twin SUs!
4. Look at the MG octagon badge on the front bumper. Only the 74Ks have the
RED emblem, all other '75-'80 cars had BLACK emblems.
5. Finally, any MGB GT in North America with rubber bumpers is a 1974X The
GT was withdrawn from the American market in January of 1975 s o BL/JRT could
push the TR7!
If you would like to register your 1974Kor would like more information please
write to:
Steve Harding
1974%MGB Registry
1913-D Darby Road
Havertown, PA 19083

MGB PARTS
1
$ 29.00
Hood insulation pad set ..........................................................................
B deluxe cut pile carpet set wlsnaps ...................................................... $1 19.00
H trunk carpet kit wlspare tire cover ...................................................... $54.00
GT deluxe cut pile carpet set wlsnaps ................................................... $139.00
Seat kit, pair .............................................................................................
$195.00
70-80 Com~leteinterior panel set.......................................................... $145.00
Dash top cover .........................................................................................
$ 38.00
Convertible top ........................................................................................
$165.00
Body rubber kit .......................................................................................
$199.00
Weher carburetor conversion kit .......................................................... $312.00
62-74 Head gasket set ............................................................................. $ 18.00
65-80 Lower gasket set ...........................................................................$ 18.00
Cylinder head, bare outright ................................................................. $230.00
Piston set. with rings and pins ...............................................................$148.00
Stock cams (exchange) ............................................................................$ 48.00
$ 65.00
Street performance cams (exchange) ....................................................
72-80 Lifter s e t........................................................................................
$ 28.00
Heavy duty (V-8) A-arm bushing set ....................................................$ 12.50
$ 14.50
B Rear wheel cylinder.............................................................................
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*Via, MC, COD
-Daily UPS
*Prices good thru 12-31-93

-Call for other parts
.Fast friendly s e m c e
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NORTHWEST

@
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pARTs

10915 S.M. 64th Akc.. Dept. 8H. Portland. OH 97219

503-245-3806
FAX 503-245-9617
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THE ULTIMATE LUXURY DRIVING MACHINE!
Some two years ago a young man by the name of David Dino Perez acquired
a steering wheel. He asked a well-known Chicago MG restorer, Tom Jevjak, what
it was from as he had no idea. Receiving the reply that it was from an MGB, David
decided that he wanted one, not just any old one, but an MGB Limousine!
So it was that three MGBs later (ranging from a 1976 to a 1980) David and his
girlfriend, Melissa brought the creation that he and Tom had assembled to the
National Convention of the North American MGB Register, "MG '93" in St. Louis,
Missouri. Hundreds of hours of work have gone into this unique machine, which,
surprisingly, still has the 1800cc motor and manual transmission. A split drive to
the rear takes care of the 144" wheelbase, but David still had to negotiate the
slight hollows on the show field very carefully indeed!
The interior is sheer luxury with Naugahyde leather, a cocktail cabinet, television, VHS video player and Nintendo! As an electronic sound and security specialist, David also fitted the ultimate theft deterrent. The alarm on the console not
only safeguards the car, but can also open his garage door, close the windows,
start the car and turn on the driving lights! Of course it also sounds the alarm!
This rather special MGB is not everybody's cup of tea but it had a lot more
admirers than detractors, and your Editor was one who perhaps coveted this
vehicle somewhat-he really should know better!

The interior of the MGB Limo.

CHAPTER CHATTER
MGS OF BALTIMORE
Over 170 cars turned up for the 14th Annual "MGs on the Rocks" car show
sponsored by the MGs of Baltimore. For the first time, the show was open to all
British cars and while newcomers such as a 1955 Jaguar and a 1963 Lotus were
admired, the majority of the cars were, of course, MGs.
Over 100 MGBs, 14 MGB GTs, 16 Midgets and two MGCs, plus a large contingent of MGAs, a few T-Types and Magnettes were displayed under somewhat
cloudy skies. When the sprinkles did eventually come, a top rising contest
ensued! Awards were handed out to the top three cars in each class and in the
Premier Class there was a tie between the 1974 MGB of Terry Allen and Dave
Beck's 1961 MGA both of whom were awarded trophies, since both cars are such
fine examples of the MG heritage.
R.G. Liddick

MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE
In the 31st year of its existence the club went from strength to strength with
membership over 100 for the second straight year. The Board of Trustees continued to offer great support to the officers and this made the leadership of the club
relatively easy.
The club again sponsored "Britfest '93" at Moss Motors and over 140 cars
attended causing some overcrowding due to the number of vendors also attending. For "Britfest '94" a new date, April 30th, and a larger area for nearly 200 show
cars is planned. Our driving activities have been many and varied this past year,
with a spring drive through the Hudson Valley and a record turnout at the club's
annual picnic and car show. The July rally was a 'Hare &Hounds' event while the
fall winery tour was held in perfect top down weather.
The new officers were formally installed at the end of the year with Richard
Miller stepping down as President, and being succeeded by Charles Tredigo. The
Club Service award for 1993 was given to Carl Finne and Joanne Shaver for their
outstanding efforts on the Club's behalf and we look forward to the club just getting better and better!
If you would like more details on the Central Jersey MG Center please call us
on (908)735-5417.

-.A

David and Melissa enjoying the ride.
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MGs on the Rocks, 1993.

VALUED SUPPORTERS OF THE NAMCBR
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VALUED SUPPORTERS OF THE NAMCBR

Moore MG's

Sales, Restorations b Parts
781 7 Loisdale Road
Bldg. B14
Springfield, VA 221 50
(703) 550-0234

New and Used
206 Atrisco Rd. SW
lbuquerque, NM 87105

Dale E. Moore

Connell's
MG Service

JOE CURTO, INC.

L

GENUINE

@

2302 East 38th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46218
(West side of Wilson's Auto Parts)

SPARES

Phone: 3171545-6108

I
MG COSAS

PARTS BUY SELL TRADE
JIM & ESTHER UDKLER 24027 CROSSLAND
Owners
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78264

Specializing in S.U. Carburetors
and British Car Parts
Mail: 230-22 58th Ave.
Bayside, NY 11364
Ship UPS: 193-12 69th Ave.
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

SALES

1-

B R I T I T'SHOP
~
INC. ;:;;lE
MG, TRIUMPH, TVR, JAGUAR

/

TOM & JOYCE LaMARCHE
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VALUED SUPPORTERS OF THE NAMCBR

VALUED SUPPORTERS OF THE NAMCBR
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BPLCIALIZIRG IR n o s
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MG JAGUAR TRIUMPH AUSTIN-HEALEY
CALL US!
FOR ALL YOUR

BRlTlSHCAR

D and R Enterprises

NEEDS

(209)948-8754

IMPORTERS 6 RETAILERS OF FINE EUROPEAN
SPORTS AND RACING CAR MODEL KITS

NORMAN NOCK
PARTS - REPAIRS
RESTORATION

ROSS W. WHITAKER

Brit&

2013 NORTH 7lST STREET
WAUWATOSA W 53213
414-774-g)ro

2060N. WILSON WAY STOCKTON. CA95205

FAX #: (209) 948-1 030

Jim Noble
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,'b~
The ~
Ultimate SoIution To Your
Brake Cylinder Problems!
+ Brake cyl~nderscompletely

Dennis Trowbridge

I

rebuilt and sleeved
6 Lietlme L~mredWarranty.

Please call us nowfor more infonnbon

te Post Restorations
One Old Car Dnve

333 Stone Road
Villa Park, IL.60181

+ Whcihte Post VA 22663

(708) 279-MGMG

Rob Medynski

MG

15 yrs.
Experience

Tub

Repairs & Restorations of Classic MG's from 1945
New & Used Parts Available
(20 1)-728-3096
1577 Macopin Rd.
West Milford, NJ 07480

$35.00
per hr.

Advertise YOUR business
in the "MGB Driver"
for only $20.00 a month.
Call us at (805)968-3259
to find out how!
-

SELL-SEEK-SWAP!

WHERE TO 'B!

The Marketplace of the North American MGB Register

Forthcoming Events of Interest to MGB Drivers

Ads in this section are FREE to MGB Register members-please send ad
with membership number to P.O. Box MGB, Akin, IL 62805. Other ads by
arrangement with the Secretary. So that you don't waste your time looking up
area codes, the originating state is shown after each ad!

Please check for up to date information before departing to the meet. The
Register encourages local groups and clubs to submit their MG events to "MCB
Driver". Information must include, date, location, and contact phone number.
please submit events at least 2 months in advance to the Editor, P.O. Box 2645,
Goleta, CA 931 17.

FOR SALE
1963 MGBs (two!)-Both very original, both driven regularly. One is solid and
nice, the other needs restoration. Both have Heritage certificates. Plus many
spares. (614)451-6777, OH
1967 MGB Roadster-Yellow with black interior, desirable year. $5,250.
(310)827-8665, CA
1971 MGB GT-Blaze, 66K original miles, totally original car, always garaged. In
excellent condition. $4,700. Paul (707)431-1384, CA
1972 MGB Roadster-British
4040, CA

Racing Green. RunsJdrives great. $2,475. (310)301-

1974 MGB Roadster-Very original, 63K miles, wire wheels, new top and hardtop. Stored winters. $4,000. Richard (414)261-4637, WI
1975 MG Midget-No
CA

rust, new battery, gas tank, clutch. $1,000. (510)521-6025,

1979 MGB Roadster-Carmine red with tan interior. Carpets, seats and dash all
in excellent condition. Motor is original except for early MGB head and dual
HS4s. I have owned this car since 1982 and all replacements are original, however need $$$s to restore 1969 MGB. $5,500. Jim (409)245-5941, TX

MC PARTS FOR SALE
Twin SU carbs and manifold, complete $100.00. Weber downdraft carb and manifold complete $150.00. Complete engine and transmission, 18GF-WE-H2395,
make offer. Many other parts from 1967 MGB, also parting out complete 1977
MGB. For more information call Jerry (513)898-1172, OH
MGB aluminum hood, 2 roadster doors, 2 GT doors, GT hatch and miscellaneous gauges. Steve (214)385-1096, TX
Tonneau cover with head rest pockets for 1970-'80 MGB. Used only twice, like
new. Paid $180.00, yours for just $95.00! Bob (619)488-2339, CA
Set of 14 x 6 Panasport Racing %spoke alloy wheels, outer rims highly polished,
gold centers. Never mounted, perfect! $850 invested, will sell for $750. (404)3686109 days or (404)552-8611 eves, GA
Parting out two MGBs. One early, one late. Every conceivable part plus a complete smog pump and manifold, overdrive transmission, and two GT doors.
(214)385-1096, TX
Parting out complete 1972 MGB GT, everything must go! Call for list. Ken D. Roy,
4848 Gershwin Avenue, Oakdale, MN. (612)770-2757
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CRUISIN' BY THE CAPITAL-MC '94
Join us for t h e NORTH AMERICAN MGB REGISTER'S Third Annual
Convention. MG '94 will be hosted by the MC Car Club Washington, DC Centre,
from June 23rd to June 26th, 1994. The DC area is rich in history, culture, and
MG enthusiasts! Wave at your money as you drive by the IRS building or tour
the FBI to see if you know anyone on their Ten Most Wanted List. Take a jog
with Bill or a bike ride with Hillary, or if you just want to take a breather, soak in
our host hotel's outdoor pool or sauna.
MG '94 will be an exciting event for everyone. Attendees will enjoy a
gymkhana and a rallye, photo and model contests, and a spectacular car show
followed by a banquet. PLUS a variety of non-automotive events will be scheduled catering to those discriminating but, oh s o essential, 'navigators'!
So whether your passion is MGs, history, culture or touring you'll enjoy MG
'94. Come out and spend a few extra days sightseeing, meet old friend you
haven't seen in a while, and make new friends you'll look forward t o seeing
again!
For more information and to be placed on the mailing list for MG '94 write
to:

MG CAR CLUB WASHINGTON, DC CENTRE
P.O. BOX 6777
ARLINGTON, VA 22206

MG ORCANISATIONS FOR OTHER MODELS OR TYPES
Got an MG other than a 'B, Midget or MG 1100/1300? In the spirit of renewed
cooperation between North American Clubs we list below some other clubs you
might wish to write to:
For T-Series MGs-New England MG T Register, Drawer 220, Oneonta, NY 13820
For MGAs-North American MGA Register, 21 14 Pinehurst Drive, Carmel, IN
46032
For MGCs-North American MCC Register; 34 Park Ave., Asheville, NC 288032056
MC CLUBS IN ENGLAND:
The MG Car Club, Box 251, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3FA
MG Owner's Club, 214 Station Road, Swavesey, Cambs, CB4 5QZ
MG Octagon Car Club, 36 Queensville Ave, Stafford, ST17 4LS, @re-'55 MGs)
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Photo courtesy o fMG Car Club Australia.

